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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 19 Continuded to page 13

Continued to page 15 Vote Early in the State 
Election at City Hall

 Oct. 17-30

$2.8 BILLION FISCAL 2026 SUPPLEMENTAL 
BUDGET (H 5700)

“Call Back” Into Safety: When You 
Change Your Clocks, Check Your Alarms
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/
Jack-Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Marie A. (Sinkiewicz) Danieli

Marie A. (Sinkiewicz) Danieli – 
Of Somerville, formerly of South 
Boston, passed away on Thursday, 
October 22, 2026, after a coura-
geous battle with cancer. She was 
68 years old.

Born in Boston and proudly raised 
in Southie, Marie was the beloved 

daughter of the late Anthony J. 
and Ann (Shyp) Sinkiewicz. She 
spent many dedicated years as the 
Executive Corporate Secretary at 
Winter Hill Bank on Broadway 
in Somerville, a position she took 
great pride in. Marie was known 
for her diligence, organization, and 
ability to keep everything running 
smoothly. She always seemed to 
have an answer to every question 
and a solution to every problem 
before it even arose.

Outside of work, Marie was ac-
tively involved with the Somerville 
Kiwanis Club and the Somerville 
Chamber of Commerce, generously 
giving her time to help plan and 
volunteer at numerous community 
events. She took great pride in be-
ing involved in her community and 
was always willing to lend a helping 
hand wherever one was needed.

Of all the roles Marie held through-
out her life, the ones she cherished 
most were being a wife and mother. 
Her love for her husband and 
children was immeasurable, and 
she always put their needs before 
her own, even when she was facing 
challenges herself. Caring for 
others came naturally to Marie, and 
her kindness extended well beyond 
her family. Whenever someone 
needed help, support, or simply 
someone to count on, Marie was 
there without hesitation.

Although Marie may not have been 
Italian by heritage, she certainly 
knew her way around an Italian 
kitchen! She loved preparing 
delicious meals, hosting holiday 
gatherings, and welcoming family 
and friends into her home. Nothing 
brought her greater happiness than 
seeing others enjoy the food she 
had lovingly prepared and spend-

ing time surrounded by the people 
she cared about. In her quieter mo-
ments, Marie enjoyed playing word 
games and crocheting, finding 
pleasure in the simple things that 
made life special.

Marie will be remembered for her 
generous heart, her unwavering 
dedication to her family, her strong 
work ethic, and the countless 
ways she made life a little easier 
and brighter for those around 
her. Above all, she will be deeply 
missed by the many people who 
were fortunate enough to know and 
love her.

Beloved wife of 45 years to the late 
John J. Danieli who passed away in 
March of this year. Devoted mother 
of Carolyn Danieli and John Danie-
li and his wife Sarah. Loving sister 
of Kenneth Sinkiewicz and his wife 
MaryEllen, Beverly Sinkiewicz, 

Joann Adrian and her husband 
Tom, Joseph Sinkiewicz, Susan 
Cotnam and her husband Dale, and 
Paul Sinkiewiciz and his partner 
Linda Manning.Also lovingly 
survived by many loving nieces, 
nephews and in-laws.

A funeral procession will be held 
on Friday, October 30th from the 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House Sq.) 
at 10:00AM. Followed by a funeral 
mass celebrated in St. Raphael 
Church 512 High ST. AT 11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are invited to 
attend.

Calling hours will be held on 
Thursday from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude with 
interment at Calvery Cemetery, 
Winchester.

Obituary
Mary Francine (Foley) Sahlas, 89, 
of Medford, formerly of Somerville, 
passed away peacefully on October 
20, 2026, at Tufts Medical Center.

Born in Boston, Francine was the 
eldest of six children of the late 
Daniel W. “Bill” (“Manki”) Foley 
and Mary “Ma” (Bannon) Foley of 
Somerville. She grew up in Somer-
ville, attended Saint Ann’s Catholic 
School, and graduated from St. 
John’s School in Cambridge. In 
1957, she married Charles Sahlas 
Sr. of Cambridge, and together 
they raised their four children in 
Somerville

At the center of Francine’s life 
were her four children, whom she 
loved fiercely and of whom she was 

enormously proud. Their bond was 
built on love, loyalty, friendship, 
and laughter. She remained deeply 
involved in their lives, always ready 
to offer advice, encouragement, 
and support. There was little she 
wouldn’t do for her children, and 
they knew they could always count 
on her.

Her home was always open to 
family, friends, and the occasional 
stray, whether human or animal. To 
her children and their friends alike, 
she was affectionately known as 
“Mom,” a reflection of the warmth, 
love, and sense of belonging she 
gave to everyone she welcomed 
into her life. Many of those friend-
ships endured throughout the 
years. But when a situation called 
for someone to take charge, she 
earned the family nickname “the 
General.” With her confidence, 
sound judgment, and natural abili-
ty to lead, she was someone family 
and friends instinctively turned to 
for guidance.

A hardworking and independent 
woman, she held several positions 
throughout her life, including at 
Legal Sea Foods in Inman Square 
and Polaroid in Cambridge. She 
later established her own business, 
“Time Savers,” serving business 
professionals. Her business afford-
ed her the flexibility to work from 
home or at her clients’ locations 
while remaining actively involved 

in her family’s life. She took great 
pride in her strong work ethic and 
the career she built.

She was truly a remarkable wom-
an—a force of nature. Intelligent, 
sharp-witted, generous, and kind, 
she was deeply devoted to her 
family and a lifelong animal lover. 
With her unmistakable presence, 
impeccable style, natural beauty, 
and wonderful sense of humor, she 
possessed a warmth and charisma 
that drew people to her and left a 
lasting impression.

Blessed with an extraordinary 
memory for names, faces, plac-
es, and personal details, she had 
a remarkable ability to make 
connections wherever she went, 
often turning casual encounters 
with restaurant staff, shopkeepers, 
and fellow travelers into lasting 
friendships.

Among her favorite traditions were 
annual trips to Aruba with her 
sisters and their families, lifelong 
getaways to Maine, and frequent 
visits to Florida. She also enjoyed 
shopping, good food, laughter, and 
cheering on her beloved Boston 
sports teams.

In later years, Francine and her 
sister Isabel lived side by side as 
neighbors, where their individual 
front doors did little to separate 
their lives or their families. As Is-

abel’s health declined, she devoted 
much of her time to caring for 
and supporting her, reflecting the 
extraordinary bond they shared 
throughout their lives.

Francine was the beloved wife 
of the late Charles Sahlas Sr. and 
devoted mother of Mary Francis 
“Francin” (Sahlas) Breen, wife of 
the late Michael Breen; Charles 
“Chas” Sahlas Jr. and his wife, 
Tricia (Bertocchi) Sahlas; William 
G. “Bill” Sahlas and his wife, Julie; 
and Stephen E. Sahlas, husband of 
the late Janis Thompson.

She was the cherished grandmother 
of seven grandchildren: Alexandra 
“Alex” Sahlas and the late Mary 
Frances “Franki” Sahlas; Phoebe 
and Jack Sahlas; and Nicholas, Sa-
mantha, and Matthew Sahlas. She 
was also the proud great-grand-
mother of two great-granddaugh-
ters, Senna and Payson.

She is survived by her beloved 
youngest sister, Nancy (Foley) 
Lynch of Somerville, and many 
cherished nieces, nephews, ex-
tended family members, and dear 
friends. She shared a particularly 
special bond with her nephew Jo-
seph, whom she loved as a son and 
whom her children affectionately 
regarded as their brother.

She was predeceased by her 
treasured siblings, Isabel “Doll” H. 

Shea, Phyllis R. Foley, Daniel W. 
Foley III, and Richard G. Foley; 
and her brother-in-law, Robert 
Scioletti Sr.

She will be remembered for her 
strength, generosity, quick wit, 
and extraordinary ability to bring 
people together. Her devotion to 
family, enduring friendships, and 
the countless lives she touched will 
remain her lasting legacy.

Funeral Arrangements

Relatives and friends are invited to 
attend calling hours on Monday, 
November 2, 2026, at the George 
L. Doherty Funeral Home, 855 
Broadway (Powder House Square), 
Somerville, from 11:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. A prayer service will 
follow at the funeral home at 12:30 
p.m.

Interment will be held privately at 
Oak Grove Cemetery in Medford.

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Francine’s memory to 
Susan G. Komen, the Breast Cancer 
Research Foundation (BCRF), or a 
charity of one’s choice.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Kimberly (St. John) Moore

Kimberly (St. John) Moore – Of 
Sarasota, Florida, passed away un-
expectedly on Wednesday, October 
21, 2026, at the young age of 61.

Born in Somerville and raised in 
Tewksbury, Kim was the beloved 

daughter of the late Robert J. St. 
John and Theresa L. (Langley) 
St. John. Kim had a fun-loving 
spirit and a creative side. In her 
younger years, she loved dancing, 
was involved in 4-H, attended the 
Barbizon School of Modeling, and 
enjoyed participating in beauty 
pageants. She also had a love for 
writing poetry, expressing herself 
through the words she put on 
paper.

Family always came first for Kim. 
When her father passed away, she 
stepped up to help her mother raise 
her two younger sisters. That was 
who Kim was: someone who cared 
deeply for her family and would 
do whatever she could to help the 
people she loved. Throughout her 
life, she continued to be there for 
her family, always putting their 

needs before her own.

Of all the roles Kim held in her 
life, being a mom was the one she 
cherished most. Her children were 
her heart, and being their mother 
brought her a love and purpose 
that meant everything to her. She 
wanted nothing more than to see 
her children happy and to make 
sure they had everything they 
needed and more. That same un-
conditional love carried on to her 
grandchildren, who brought her so 
much joy. Kim’s greatest happiness 
came from loving her children 
and grandchildren, and she gave 
everything she had to make their 
lives better. Her family was her 
world, and the love she gave them 
will remain with them always.

Kim earned her associate degree in 

Criminal Justice, but her great-
est accomplishments were not 
measured by a degree or a career. 
They were found in the sacrifices 
she made, the love she gave, and 
the countless ways she showed up 
for the people who mattered most 
to her.

Kim deserved so much more than 
life gave her. Her unexpected pass-
ing leaves behind a tremendous 
heartache for all who loved her, 
especially the family who meant 
everything to her. Though her time 
here was far too short, the love she 
poured into her children, grand-
children, and family will never be 
forgotten. She will be missed more 
than words can express and will 
forever hold a special place in the 
hearts of those she leaves behind.

Beloved wife of the late Dennis M. 
Moore who was the love of her life. 
Devoted mother of Dylan Moore 
and his wife Tori Hogan-Wilg-
ing, Dennis Moore, Jr., Jacquline 
Moore, Kevin Speck and his wife 
Nikki Sexton. Loving grandmother 
of Trenton, Jaydan and Kynston 
Moore. Cherished great grand-
mother of Taliyah Moore. Dear 
sister and her best friend of Char-
lene Mountcastle and her husband 
David and the late Roberta “Bob-
bie-Joe” St. John. The loving god 
mother of Nicole and Jimmy. Also 
lovingly survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, 
cousins and friends.

A graveside service will be held at 
Woodlawn Cemetery and will be 
announced.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Mary Francine (Foley) Sahlas
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

By Bob Katzen

House 30-132, rejected an 
amendment that would 
suspend the state’s 24-cents-
per-gallon gas tax for two 
months.

“People across Massachusetts 
are feeling the squeeze of 
rising costs, and they deserve 
action, not excuses” said 
amendment sponsor Rep. 
Todd Smola (R-Warren). 
“A 60-day gas tax holiday 
is a practical way to deliver 
meaningful relief to families, 
commuters and small busi-
nesses. Every dollar matters 
when people are working 
hard to make ends meet. 
We have a responsibility to 
use the tools available to us 
to ease that burden and put 
taxpayers first. Our job is to 
deliver results for the people 
we represent, and this is 
an opportunity to put real 
savings back in the hands 
of Massachusetts residents. 
The Legislature missed an 
opportunity to help those in 

need.”

“Families across the state are 
struggling with gas prices 
that are averaging about 
$4.28 a gallon,” said GOP 
Minority Leader Rep. Brad 
Jones (R-North Reading). “I 
supported the proposed gas 
tax holiday because it would 
provide temporary but 
tangible relief at the pump 
for Massachusetts residents, 
while still addressing the 
commonwealth’s transporta-
tion infrastructure needs by 
using Fair Share money to 
backfill these lost revenues.”

“The governor’s two-month 
gas tax suspension would 
have provided some relief at 
the pump, while [Republican 
gubernatorial candidate] 

Mike Minogue has proposed 
a more substantial approach 
that would suspend the gas 
tax whenever prices rise 
above $4 a gallon,” said 
Massachusetts Fiscal Alli-
ance Executive Director Paul 
Craney. “There are ideas on 
the table to give taxpayers a 
break, but legislative leaders 
don’t seem interested in any 
of them. Massachusetts fami-
lies are being squeezed from 
every direction, and Beacon 
Hill’s response is to keep 
collecting every penny it can 
from them at the pump.”

“It’s a short-term political fix 
that will do virtually nothing 
to assuage the high prices 
currently squeezing our con-
stituents, providing minimal 
savings at most for the aver-

age taxpayer,” said amend-
ment opponent Rep. Adriane 
Madaro (D-East Boston). 
“The amendment also fails to 
guarantee that oil companies 
and gas station chains simply 
won’t pocket the difference, 
using this temporary cut to 
increase profit margins rath-
er than lowering the price at 
the pump for consumers.”

(A “Yes” vote is for sus-
pending the state’s 24-cents-
per-gallon gas tax for two 
months. A “No” vote is 
against suspension and fa-
vors keeping intact the state’s 
24-cents-per-gallon gas tax.)

Rep. Christine Barber No 
Rep. Mike Connolly No Rep. 
Paul Donato No Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven No

Hear from the project architects, the Mayor, and Superintendent about 
plans for our next new school building and share your perspective

SOMERVILLE— The City is 
planning to build a new school at 
115 Sycamore Street. All commu-
nity members are invited to come 
learn more about the project and 
share their perspectives at an 
upcoming community forum:

Time and Date: Tuesday, Novem-

ber 10, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Somerville High 
School, Highlander Forum, 81 
Highland Avenue

During this meeting Mayor 
Wilson and Superintendent 
Carmona will speak to the City 
and District’s shared vision for 
the project, which is informed 
both by community process as 
well as district needs. Project 
architects, Perkins Eastman, will 
then present the preferred design 
option for the project, which 
was submitted to the state in late 
August–providing an overview of 
how the building will support the 
diverse learning needs of Somer-
ville’s students and incorporate 

a range of community priorities 
into the design.

The design team will provide an 
overview of the process moving 
forward with particular emphasis 
on the next phase of the process: 
schematic design. This design 
phase is when we move from 
general plans to incorporating a 
much higher degree of detail into 
the plan. Everything from the 
seating in the cafetorium, build-
ing materials, our heating and 
cooling systems, and much more 
will be developed in detail.

Following presentations, there 
will be an opportunity to ask 
questions and discuss. Commu-

nity members can share their 
thoughts on how the building can 
best serve our students as well as 
express any concerns they might 
have.

The information and feedback 
gathered will be used by the City’s 
project team and architects to 
help advance design efforts and 
work moving forward.

Newsletter, Website, and Contact 
for the New School at 115 Syca-
more

Learn more, sign up for a month-
ly project newsletter, and stay up 
to date on the project and oppor-
tunities to participate in design 

discussions at somervillema.gov/
newschool
Email newschool@somervillema.
gov
Contact 311 (617-666-3311) with 
any questions.

To view this update and more 
City news on the City website, 
visit somervillema.gov/news.

SUSPEND THE STATE’S 24-CENTS-PER-GALLON GAS TAX FOR TWO MONTHS (H 5699)
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 

and absolutely worth checking 
them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned 
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 

please reach out and we will do 
our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

House 25-129, rejected an 
amendment that would 
delete a section of the 
budget that would trans-
fer $35 million, in fiscal 
years 2026 and 2027, from 
the General Fund to the 
Massachusetts Offshore 
Wind Industry Invest-
ment Trust Fund.

“Offshore wind has 
demonstrated serious 
challenges with its eco-
nomic viability and con-

tinues to depend heavily 
on taxpayer subsidies,” 
said amendment spon-
sor Rep. Ken Sweezey 
(R-Duxbury). “At the 
same time, our commer-
cial fishermen have raised 
significant concerns about 
the safety and economic 
impacts of these projects 
on an industry that has 
supported Massachusetts 
communities for gener-
ations. I cannot justify 
committing up to another 
$70 million in taxpayer 
dollars to subsidize large 

energy corporations, and 
I will always stand with 
our fishing industries 
and local blue economy 
partners.”

Amendment oppo-
nent Rep. Mark Cusack 
(D-Braintree) said that 
despite setbacks, offshore 
wind remains vital to 
our economic growth, 
providing thousands of 
good-paying jobs and 
helping to power our 
ever-growing climate tech 
economy. He noted that 

the fund in Massachusetts 
has supported more than 
3,700 jobs over the course 
of construction and gen-
erated more than $380 
million in direct wages 
and benefits for workers. 
He argued that the fund 
has played a vital role in 
building and sustaining 
this industry.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment which would 
keep the $70 million in 
the General Fund. A “No” 
vote is against the amend-

ment and supports put-
ting the $70 million in the 
Offshore Wind Industry 
Investment Trust Fund.)

Rep. Christine Barber No 
Rep. Mike Connolly No 
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven No

OFFSHORE WIND (H 5700)

By Bob Katzen

An estimated 70,000 Massachu-
setts residents are soon going 
to receive letters announcing 
that they will receive a portion 
of more than $38 million in 
direct medical debt relief under 
a nonprofit partnership created 
by the Atrius Health Equity 
Foundation. The foundation 
has erased more than $293 
million in medical debt since it 
started in 2024.

Supporters note that there is no 

application process for this debt 
relief, and it cannot be request-
ed. Patients are automatically 
selected if they meet certain in-
come criteria and their medical 
debt is available for acquisition 
through a partnership with 
a provider, such as a hospital 
or collection agency. Patients 
receiving the letters do not need 
to take any action. The eligible 
medical debt will automatically 
be eliminated for those who 
qualify, no strings attached and 
negative credit score marks will 
be removed.

“Medical debt not only impacts 
families’ long-term financial 
future, but also makes people 
reluctant to seek care,” said Dr. 
Ann Hwang, president of the 
Atrius Health Equity Foun-
dation. “Our hope is that the 
patients and families across 
Eastern Massachusetts aided 
by this debt relief can move 
forward without this burden.”

“For too many patients, an 
unexpected illness or medical 
emergency can create financial 

hardship that lasts long after 
they leave the hospital, ER or 
doctor’s office,” said Undue 
Medical Debt CEO and Presi-
dent, Allison Sesso. “Eliminat-
ing medical debt gives people 
a meaningful fresh start and 
ensures that getting the care 
they need doesn’t come at the 
cost of their economic security 
and mental health.”

$38 MILLION TO HELP FAMILIES REDUCE MEDICAL DEBT
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By Bob Katzen

On February 5, The House gave 
initial approval to a proposal 
that would make major changes 
in laws about pets in homes, 
apartments, hotels and shelters 
across the state during a state of 
emergency. The measure is de-
signed to allow owners of pets 
to remain safely housed and 
not be formally removed from 
housing due to their pets. No 
further action has been taken 
on the proposal and it remains 
stalled in the Bills in Third 
Reading Committee.

Supporters say that pets are 
very important to their owners 
and argue that these new laws 
would be fair to the pets, own-
ers and landlords while also 
protecting public safety.

The bill would prohibit a 
landlord from “initiating action 
to evict any person from a resi-
dential dwelling unit who has a 
pet without written permission 
based solely on the presence 
of the pet until one year after 
a state of emergency, unless 
the presence of pets is causing 
harm to the safety of other 
residents.”

Key provisions include prohib-
iting a hotel from unreasonably 
refusing to allow pets into a ho-
tel during a state of emergency, 
unless the pet has demonstrat-
ed noise and safety concerns; 
prohibiting condominium 
associations from discriminat-
ing against owners or renters by 
banning certain types of dogs 
based on breed, size, weight 
or appearance; establishing a 
program of pet ownership by 
residents of state-aided public 
housing; and allowing land-
lords to require a tenant to pay 
additional rent for “common 

household pets” but limiting 
the amount of the additional 
rent charged for each house-
hold pet to not more than 1 
percent of the first full month’s 
rent charged to the tenant.

Other provisions include 
prohibiting landlords from 
charging additional rent for a 
service or assistance animal 
required by a tenant with a dis-
ability as a reasonable accom-
modation under state or federal 
law; and prohibiting an insur-
ance company from refusing 
to offer or renew insurance to 
homeowners or renters or from 

imposing an increased premi-
um or rate of a policy based on 
a specific breed of dog owned 
on the property.

PROTECT PETS DURING EMERGENCIES (H 1559)

SOMERVILLE – The City 
of Somerville is offering 
free COVID-19 and flu 
vaccine clinics at locations 
across the city this fall to 
help community mem-
bers protect their health. 
Appointments are strongly 
encouraged, and walk-
up availability is limited. 
Information on upcoming 
clinics scheduled for Oc-
tober and November can 
be found below.

To see the most up to 
date clinic schedule, visit 
somervillema.gov/vacci-
nations

Date/Time
Location
Eligibility
Thursday, October 15
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Tufts Admin Building 167 

Holland St.
Seniors
Thursday, October 15
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Somerville Office of Im-
migrant Affairs (SOIA)
42 Cross St.

6 months and older
Thursday, October 22
11:30-1 p.m.
Tufts Admin Building 167 
Holland St.
18 and older
Thursday, October 22
4:15 – 6:45 p.m.
City Hall Annex
50 Evergreen St.
6 months and older
Thursday, November 5
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
City Hall Annex
50 Evergreen St.
6 months and older
Thursday, November 12
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Somerville Office of Im-
migrant Affairs (SOIA)
42 Cross St.
6 months and older
Monday, November 16
2 – 3 p.m.
Council on Aging
167 Holland St.
18 and older
Thursday, November 19
4 – 6:45 p.m.
City Hall Annex
50 Evergreen St.
6 months and older

To make an appointment 
or learn more visit somer-
villema.gov/vaccinations 
or call 311 (617-666-
3311).

To view this update and 
more City news on the 
City website, visit somer-
villema.gov/news.

Free COVID-19 and Flu Vaccine Clinics in Somerville this Fall

EXPAND HOME OWNERSHIP
By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administration 
announced the launch of 
“Move-In Mass,” a new 
initiative to expand home-
ownership opportunities 
across the Bay State by 
supporting innovative, 
cost-effective approaches to 
building starter homes. The 
program is expected to sup-
port at least 20 homes in its 
first round, with financing 
designed to be repaid and 
reinvested in future hous-
ing developments.

Supporters say that Move-
In Mass will encourage the 
use of manufactured, mod-
ular and other innovative 
construction methods that 
can reduce development 
costs, shorten construction 
timelines and make homes 
more affordable for first-
time homebuyers. The ini-
tiative aims to build quality 
homes at lower costs while 
reducing reliance on state 
subsidies, allowing public 
investments to support 
additional housing oppor-

tunities over time.

“Buying your first home 
should be an exciting 
milestone, but for too 
many people in Massachu-
setts, it feels out of reach,” 
said Gov. Maura Healey. 
“We’re working to change 
that by helping first-time 
homebuyers with down 
payments and building 
more housing to bring 
down costs. Move-In Mass 
is another way we’re mak-
ing homeownership more 
attainable by lowering the 

cost of building starter 
homes. We want more 
people to have the oppor-
tunity to put down roots, 
build equity and raise their 
families right here in Mas-
sachusetts.”

“Gov. Healey and I want 
Massachusetts to be a place 
where people can grow up, 
get a good job, buy their 
first home and build a 
future,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “That’s why we’re 
focused on creating more 
opportunities for first-time 

homebuyers, from mak-
ing down payments more 
affordable to increasing the 
supply of starter homes. 
Move-In Mass gives us 
another tool to work with 
communities and develop-
ers to build quality homes 
at lower costs and help 
more families achieve the 
dream of homeownership.”
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial 
approval to a measure 
designating the song, 
“Massachusetts,” sung by 
Springfield native Montenia 

Shider, as the state’s official 
jazz song.

Supporters said the bill will 
honor 79-year-old Shider, 
who has been singing for 
more than 40 years and also 

taught music.

Rep. Orlando Ramos 
(D-Springfield), the spon-
sor of the proposal, did not 
respond to repeated re-
quests by Beacon Hill Roll 

Call asking him to com-
ment on initial approval of 
his bill and why he filed it.

The song was written by 
Andy Razaf and Charles 
Roberts and first recorded 

in July 1942 by Gene Kru-
pa, many years before Shid-
er recorded it in the 1990s, 
with new lyrics focused on 
western Massachusetts.

OFFICIAL JAZZ SONG OF MASSACHUSETTS (H 3407)

Arts leader and musician brings experience 
supporting working artists and building com-
munity partnerships

SOMERVILLE — Lydia Warren, PhD, an 
award-winning arts administrator and 
musician whose work has connected cultural 
organizations with the communities they 
serve, joined the City of Somerville as its new 
Arts & Culture (SAC) Director on October 19. 
Her appointment follows an extensive national 

search led by a hiring team that included the 
Mayor Jake Wilson and his team, SAC interim 
director and the SAC Board Chair.

A Franklin, Massachusetts, native, Warren 
got her start performing at blues jams across 
the state and in Somerville, including one 
of her first at Johnny D’s in Davis Square. A 
Boston Music Award nominee, she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in music at Smith College. 
She brings those local roots and her experience 
leading cultural institutions, securing grants, 
and supporting working artists to Somerville’s 
existing Arts & Culture team.
“So much of what people love about Somerville 
comes from our arts community and the work 
the Arts and Culture team has done to support 
it,” said Mayor Wilson. “Lydia grew up in Mas-
sachusetts and got her start in our local music 
scene. She knows firsthand what goes into 
building a life in the arts in Somerville. She 
understands both what people are up against 
and also the strength and opportunities of our 
creative community. I’m excited to welcome 
her home and build on that strong foundation 
with our Arts & Culture team.”

Warren most recently served as director of 

the Frank and Jane Gabor West Virginia 
Folklife Center at Fairmont State University. 
There, she managed a museum, performance 
space, library, and archive, and worked with 
community members and scholars to develop 
exhibitions, concerts, and workshops. Under 
her leadership, the center received the West 
Virginia Association of Museums’ 2025 
Institution of the Year award. Warren also 
received a 2025 Leadership in the Arts award 
in Fairmont.

Her approach is informed by her own years 
as a full-time musician. While conducting 
dissertation research in Memphis, Tennessee, 
Warren performed in house bands on Beale 
Street and heard fellow musicians’ concerns 
about the cost of parking near their workplac-
es. Working with the Downtown Memphis 
Commission, she helped establish a low-cost 
parking program for musicians.

That experience reflects a focus that runs 
through her work: listening to the people who 
sustain a community’s cultural life and helping 
address the barriers they face. Her research 
and practice examine equity in music, tourism, 
and the arts.

“As a musician, I know how much happens 
behind the scenes to make a performance or 
a community event possible,” said Warren. 
“I’m looking forward to meeting the artists, 
residents, and organizations who make Somer-
ville’s arts community so strong, learning about 
their work, and building on it together.”

Warren previously directed the Morton 
Museum of Collierville History in Tennessee, 
where she developed exhibitions, festivals, and 
educational programs with musicians, commu-
nity members, and scholars. She also worked at 
the University of Memphis, helping researchers 
develop and submit grant proposals.

She has secured support for research and 
programming from the Library of Congress, 
Mid Atlantic Arts, and the West Virginia 
Department of Arts, Culture and History. She 
has served as a grant panelist for the National 
Endowment for the Arts and National Endow-
ment for the Humanities and serves on the 
board of the Craft Emergency Relief Fund.

Warren earned her doctorate in Critical and 
Comparative Music Studies from the Univer-

sity of Virginia, a bachelor’s degree in music 
from Smith College, and an associate degree in 
music from Middlesex Community College.

Meet the Director Lydia Warren at the Arts 
Town Hall, December 8, 6-8 p.m. Ware-
house XI, 11 Sanborn Court, Union Square, 
Somerville.

At the Town Hall, Mayor Jake Wilson and 
Somerville Arts & Culture invite you to hear 
a report back on the Mayor’s Arts Listening 
Tour, meet new Arts & Culture Director Lydia 
Warren, take a lookback at a range of 2026 
programs and initiatives from the Cultural 
Trust and Nibble Kitchen news to our four 
new Board members and the opening of the 
Diamond Factory pop-up art gallery, and then 
open up for questions, discussions, and your 
ideas.

To view this update and more City news on the 
City website, visit somervillema.gov/news.

Lydia Warren Named Somerville Arts & Culture Director
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Vote Early in the State Election at City Hall Oct. 17-30

Reminders for voter regis-
tration, vote-by-mail, and 
absentee ballot application 
deadlines

SOMERVILLE—Make your 
voice heard, on your sched-
ule. Early voting for the 
Massachusetts State Election 
begins this weekend from 
Saturday, October 17, to Fri-
day, October 30, at City Hall 
(93 Highland Ave.).

Full schedule is below:
October 17-18 – Saturday/
Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
October 19-21 – Monday to 
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.
October 22 – Thursday 8:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. OPEN 
LATE
October 23 – Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. CLOSED 
EARLY

October 24-25 – Saturday/
Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
October 26-28 – Monday to 
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.
October 29 – Thursday 8:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. OPEN 
LATE
October 30 – Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. CLOSED 
EARLY

Reminder: Ballots include 
nine binding questions on 
various subjects. You can 
help keep lines at the polls 
shorter by reviewing ballot 
questions in advance online 
at somervillema.gov/sample-
ballots and bringing notes 
with your choices. Printed 
voter question books are also 
available at City Hall.
The State Election will be 
held on Tuesday, November 
3, 2026, from 7 a.m. until 8 
p.m.

Key Election Reminders

Register to Vote by Saturday, 
October 24
Register to vote online until 
midnight, in person at City 
Hall (93 Highland Ave.) 
until 5 p.m., or by calling 
the Elections Department 
(617-625-6600 ext. 4200) 

and requesting a voter regis-
tration form, which must be 
postmarked by October 24.

Vote by Mail: Apply by Tues-
day, October 27, at 5 p.m.
Apply online at somervil-
lema.gov/votebymail, pick 
one up in the Elections office 
at City Hall, or request one 
be mailed to you by calling 
Elections at 617-625-6600 
ext. 4200.

Absentee Ballots: Apply by 
Tuesday, October 27, at 5 
p.m. for a mail-in ballot or 
vote in person before Mon-
day, November 2, at 12 p.m. 
noon in the Elections office.
Review absentee voter 
eligibility and download the 
application at somervillema.
gov/absenteevoting. Appli-
cations may be submitted in 
person, by mail, fax, or by 
e-mail (elections@somervil-
lema.gov).

Items on the Ballot:
Offices and items on the 
ballot include Governor, 
Senator in Congress, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Attorney 
General, District Attorney, 
Secretary of State, Treasurer, 
Auditor, Councillor, Senator 
in General Court, Repre-

sentative in General Court, 
Representative in Congress, 
and Register of Probate – 
and nine ballot questions. To 
view sample ballots and read 
ballot questions, visit somer-
villema.gov/sampleballots.

Accessible Voting Options 
and Information
Accessible vote-by-mail 
ballots are available to voters 
who require reasonable 
accommodations.
o Applicants must select the 
accessible ballot option and 
provide an email address. 
Elections then sends access 
instructions and a PIN.
o Voters can mark the ballot 
on a computer or mobile 
device and return it through 
the secure portal. Appli-
cations are due Tuesday, 
October 27, at 5 p.m.; elec-
tronically returned ballots 
are due Tuesday, November 
3, at 8 p.m.
o Apply for a vote-by-mail 
application online or pick 
one up in the Elections Of-
fice at City Hall.
o Please find more vote-
by-mail information below 
under ‘Key Election Re-
minders.’
Automark voting machines 
are available at City Hall 

during early voting and on 
Election Day.
o They offer audio in-
structions and magnified, 
high-contrast text to help 
voters mark their ballots 
independently.
Braille Embossed and large 
print copies of all nine ballot 
questions are available for 
review at all three Somerville 
Public Library locations, the 
Council on Aging (167 Hol-
land St.), and at the Elections 
Department at City Hall.

Visit somervillema.gov/sam-
pleballots to find an Accessi-
ble Voter Information Guide 
that is designed to work with 
screen readers and other 
assistive devices. Any other 
accessibility requests may be 
made with staff in advance 
by contacting ada@somer-
villema.gov or 617-625-6600 
x2059.

For more information about 
voting in Somerville, go to 
somervillema.gov/elections.

To view this update and 
more City news on the City 
website, visit somervillema.
gov/news.

As Medford Turns: Sshhhhh…it’s Private!

Well, it is a long time reck-
oning problems in Private 
Ways and now out of the 
bag! To review, many 
private ways in Medford 
are damaged, potholed 
like many cities, neglected, 
dangerous for walkers/

drivers/bikers, and many 
have no sidewalks. Prop-
erty owners years ago have 
the City plows as a right, 
but repairs to the above 
remained askew in an-
swers for help for years.

Private way homebuyers 
can seek them because 
these streets do have perks 
like control of footage 
to the street. No Public 
parking. But these streets 
are often abused and hard 
to rally residents to rally$$ 
for issues.

The meeting was sparked 
by a recent injury lawsuit 
on a private way. Owners 
on ways pay taxes and 
also see, have local TRAF-
FIC all day and night like 
other public streets….one, 
verrrry busy one is Mass 
Ave off Governors. Seems 
homeowners pay for this 

flow thru…with repairs, 
City CAN PLOW SNOW. 
The Motion at Mtg is 
Council will Check with 
a lawyer of maintenance 
and liability. Wonder what 
that consult will cost. Oh 
my, you know we have 
no active lawyer or LAW 
DEPT since the Mayor 
abolished that.

I raised the issue of how 
far out is a homeowner 
responsible? What about 
portion re home size?
I am planning to seek ad-
vice from a near Cityand 
offer some info. We can 
watch for a posting of 

another Private Way 
meeting, hope soon as leaf 
pickups are here, 5 year 
old holes here and Winter 
coming. If you have any 
issue, past experience with 
a result, kindly feel free to 
contact me at
sharondeyeso@yahoo.com 
or send info if no com-
puter: Sharon Deyeso. 130 
Circuit Rd.

Thank you.
SD, Concerned Taxpayer
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy, please post this in your news pa-
per and online. A Somerville resident 
received this notice in the mail.

It’s almost believable with the excep-
tion of the payment address, the photo 
is incorrectly poised. Please warn 
residents to ignore this fake notice it’s 
a scam. If you can highlight the areas 
that prove it’s fraud

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Fake Somerville Bills
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten 
Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@
somervillema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

$2.8 BILLION FISCAL 2026 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (H 5700)
By Bob Katzen

House 152-0, approved and sent 
to the Senate a $2.354 billion 
fiscal 2026 budget to close out 
the books on fiscal year 2026.

Provisions include $1.8 billion 
for MassHealth, the state’s Med-
icaid program that provides 
health care for low-income and 
disabled persons; $159 million 
for snow and ice removal costs; 
$54.5 million for Department 
of Transitional Assistance 
caseworkers; $22.5 million for 
no-cost calls by prisoners; $5.6 
million to implement canna-
bis-related legislation; and $4 
million for rest homes.

Other provisions include pro-
hibiting the constitutional offi-

cers from spending or authoriz-
ing the use of public funds for 
advertisements or promotions 
to build personal recognition, 
but preserving their ability 
to use public funds to inform 
residents about state programs; 
regulating the use of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in political ads 
by requiring the disclosure of 
AI use in political ads and ban-
ning deceptive communications 
about a candidate or about the 
electoral process within three 
months of an election; autho-
rizing online Lottery revenues 
to be distributed to the Early 
Education Grant Fund; and 
eliminating the $10 surcharge 
imposed on car-sharing organi-
zation rentals.

“This supplemental budget will 
close the books on fiscal year 

2026 in a balanced and fiscally 
responsible manner,” said Rep. 
Aaron Michlewitz (D-Boston), 
Chair of the House Commit-
tee on Ways and Means. “By 
making critical investments 
into much needed programs 
in healthcare, Department of 
Transitional Assistance case-
workers and early education 
to name a few, the common-
wealth will be in a strong fiscal 
position for fiscal year 2027 and 
beyond.”

“I supported the fiscal year 2026 
closeout supplemental budget 
because it includes funding to 
address shortfalls in several 
important state programs, in-
cluding MassHealth and snow 
and ice removal,” said Republi-
can Minority Leader Rep. Brad 
Jones (R-North Reading). “It 

also provides rate increases for 
nursing home facilities and ear-
ly childcare providers and ex-
pands the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority’s ability to 
provide grants to communities 
to rehabilitate their schools and 
build new education facilities, 
which will be of tremendous 
help to our cities and towns.”

Although the budget was ap-
proved unanimously, it wasn’t 
without its critics. “The Massa-
chusetts Legislature just passed 
an annual budget that went into 
effect on July 1,” said Massachu-
setts Fiscal Alliance Executive 
Director Paul Craney. “Now, 
they are passing another budget 
on top of the one they just 
passed. This additional spend-
ing shows how mismanaged our 
state is from the top. Instead of 

getting their spending under 
control, they just view the tax-
payers as their ATM machine. 
Voters can send them a message 
by voting ‘Yes’ on Ballot Ques-
tion 5, which will send refunds 
back to the taxpayers when the 
state collects too much from its 
taxpayers.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the budget.)

Rep. Christine Barber Didn’t 
Vote Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

For those who follow 
along, the special elections 
for the soon to be vacant 
City Councilor seats in 
Wards 2 and 3, the elec-
tions folk have set the 
dates. Nomination papers 
will be available for candi-
dates on November 16 at 
City Hall/ Elections Office.

The preliminary is set 

for February2 and the 
final is set for March 24. 
Somervillians, now is your 
chance. Both seats are 
open and can be yours. If 
you organize, knock those 
doors, raise some cash and 
have a platform that ap-
peals to the voters in your 
district, we just may see 
you at the City Council 
meeting in April, 2027.

Somerville Special Election – Dates
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Mount Vernon Restaurant

Somerville Sharing Final Reminders Ahead of Nov. 3 State Election

Final deadline to apply for mail-
in ballots is, today, October 27 
at 5 p.m.

SOMERVILLE– Your voice, 
your vote. Next week on Tues-
day, November 3, Massachusetts 
will hold its State Election, 
which is open to all registered 
voters in Somerville.

Items on the Ballot:
Offices on the ballot include 
Governor, Senator in Congress, 
Representative in Congress, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, and more.

There are also nine ballot ques-
tions on various subjects. You 

can help keep lines at the polls 
shorter by reviewing sample bal-
lots and review ballot questions 
in advance online at somerville-
ma.gov/sampleballots.

Below is more information on 
how to vote and reminders for 
finalizing your voting plan:

Vote Early at City Hall through 
Oct. 30:
Vote early in the State Election 
in the lower level of City Hall 
(93 Highland Ave.) now through 
Friday, October 30. The sched-
ule is as follows:
October 27-28 – Tuesday to 
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.
October 29 – Thursday 8:30 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.
October 30 – Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

Vote on Election Day:
Tuesday, November 3, 2026
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m.
Find your polling location at 
somervillema.gov/mysomerville
Accessible voting options:
o AutoMARK ballot-marking 

devices are available at each 
polling location. They provide 
audio instructions and enlarged, 
high-contrast text to help voters 
mark their ballots independent-
ly.
o Braille Embossed and large 
print copies of all ballot ques-
tions will be available for review 
at all polling locations.
o Any other accessibility 
requests may be made with 
the polling location staff or in 
advance by contacting ada@
somervillema.gov or 617-625-
6600 x2059.

Absentee Ballots
Apply by today, Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27, at 5 p.m. for a mail-in 
ballot or vote in person before 
Monday, November 2, at 12 p.m. 
noon in the Elections office.
o Review absentee voter eligibil-
ity and download the applica-
tion at somervillema.gov/absen-
teevoting. Applications may be 
submitted in person, by mail, 
fax, or by e-mail (elections@
somervillema.gov).

Vote by Mail:
Deadline to apply to vote by 

mail is Tuesday, October 27.
o Apply online at somervillema.
gov/votebymail or paper appli-
cations must be received by the 
Elections Department by 5 p.m. 
on October 27. Postmark alone 
is not sufficient.
Ballots must be completed, 
signed, sealed, and received by 8 
p.m., Tuesday, November 3.
o Ballots may be postmarked 
by November 3, and they must 
arrive at the Elections Depart-
ment by Friday, November 6. 
All ballots received after 5 p.m. 
on Election Day, by mail or in 
person, and all ballots received 
by mail by November 6, will be 
counted on November 12 at a 
post-election counting session.
o Voters can check the status of 
their ballot on the state’s website.
How to return your ballot:
o Elections Office: Return di-
rectly to the Elections Depart-
ment at City Hall
o Mail: Send to the Elections 
Department, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143
o Drop boxes: Leave it in a drop 
box at one of the following 
locations:
§ City Hall Concourse, 93 High-

land Ave.
§ In front of the Argenziano 
School, 290 Washington St.
§ East Somerville Community 
School, across from 66 Glen St.
§ Behind the Mystic Activity 
Center, 530 Mystic Ave.
§ In front of the Somerville 
Community Baptist Church, 31 
College Ave.
§ In front of Saint Catherine 
of Genoa Church parking lot, 
182 Summer St. (near corner of 
Spring St.)
§ In front of the Armory, 191 
Highland Ave.
§ In front of Dilboy Post, 351 
Summer St.
§ In front of the Tufts Adminis-
trative Building, 167 Holland St.
§ In front of the West Somerville 
Neighborhood School at 177 
Powder House Blvd.

For more information about 
voting in Somerville, go to 
somervillema.gov/elections.

To view this update and more 
City news on the City website, 
visit somervillema.gov/news.
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Legal Ad Notice RECYCLING, COMPOSTING AND 
WASTE REDUCTION

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POW-
ER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 
OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE 
ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2026-139 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for Per-
sons with Disabilities” is amended with the
addition of the following location: 133 Ten Hills 
Rd.

PROMULGATED: SEPTEMBER 1, 2026
ADVERTISED OCTOBER 20, 2026
OCTOBER 27, 2026
NOVEMBER 3, 2026
EFFECTIVE: NOVEMBER 11, 2026
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

2026-140 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service 
Zones” is amended as follows: the effective
days of the three loading zone 8am-2pm spaces at 
2310235 Holland St are changed from
Monday-Saturday to Monday-Friday.
2026-141 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for Per-
sons with Disabilities” is amended with the
addition of the following location: 35 Century St.
2026-142 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety Zones” is 
amended as follows: Fire Lane on the odd
side of Eustis St from Beacon St to approximately 
48 ft south of Beacon St.
2026-143 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for 
Persons with Disabilities and Article V Section 5-
2 “Loading/Service Zones” are amended as fol-

lows: on the south side of Winslow Ave east of
College Ave, converted approximately 15 feet of 
accessible parking and 15 feet of 7AM-10PM
30 Minute Loading Zone to be regulated as ap-
proximately 55 feet of accessible parking spaces
and 40 feet of a 7AM-7PM Loading Zone (5 min 
passenger vehicle, 20 min commercial
vehicles).
2026-144 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended as follows: on
the east side of Holland St from approximately 200 
feet north of Paulina St to approximately 340
feet north of Paulina St, converted approximately 
140 feet of permit parking only to two-hour
parking except by permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking only 2:30am-8:00am.
2026-145 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended as follows: on
the east side of Holland St from approximately 40 
feet south of Paulina St to approximately 90
feet south of Paulina St, converted approximately 
50 feet of permit parking only to two-hour
parking except by permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking only 2:30am-8:00am.
PROMULGATED: OCTOBER 6, 2026
ADVERTISED OCTOBER 20, 2026

OCTOBER 27, 2026
NOVEMBER 3, 2026
EFFECTIVE: NOVEMBER 11, 2026
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 10/20/26, 
10/27/26, 11/03/26

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administration an-
nounced more than $5 Million 
in grant funding to support 
323 municipalities and regional 
solid waste districts maximize 
recycling, composting and 
waste reduction.

“We’re proud to support mu-
nicipalities and regional solid 
waste districts as they expand 
reuse, recycling and compost-
ing programs to make a dif-
ference in their communities,” 
said Energy and Environmental 
Affairs Secretary Rebecca Tep-
per. “These investments help 
reduce the amount of material 
going into the waste stream, 
save money on disposal costs, 
minimize climate impacts and 
grow jobs and businesses.”

“These grants help commu-
nities put the circular econo-
my into action—investing in 
programs and equipment that 

keep valuable materials in use 
and out of the waste stream,” 
said Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
Commissioner Bonnie Heiple. 
“This year’s record investment 
gives municipalities more 
resources to reduce waste, save 
money and strengthen their 
programs for years to come.”

The list of communities and 
the grants they received can 
be found at https://www.mass.
gov/doc/list-of-2026-munici-
palregional-grant-awards-octo-
ber-2026/download
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

Change Smoke and CO Alarm Bat-
teries, Replace Outdated Alarms This 
Weekend

STOW—State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine and the Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion of Massachusetts are reminding 
residents to replace the batteries in 
their smoke and carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms and replace outdated 
alarms when they change their clocks 
this weekend.

“Smoke and CO alarms can save your 
life and protect the people you care 
for, but only if they’re working prop-
erly,” said State Fire Marshal Davine. 
“As we ‘fall back’ this weekend, please 

take a few minutes to check the man-
ufacturing date on the back of your 
alarms, replace them if they’re out-
dated, and put fresh alkaline batteries 
in the alarms that use them.”

“Smoke alarms should be replaced af-
ter 10 years,” said Brockton Fire Chief 
Brian Nardelli, who serves as presi-
dent of the Fire Chiefs Association of 
Massachusetts. “Carbon monoxide 
alarms should be replaced according 
to the manufacturer’s instructions – 
usually 5, 7, or 10 years, depending 
on the make and model.”

A 2015 update to the State Fire Code 
requires that replacement smoke 

alarms in most Massachusetts homes 
have sealed, 10-year batteries. Now, 
more than 10 years later, many 
alarms purchased to comply with the 
update are at or near the end of their 
useful lifespans.

State Fire Marshal Davine and Chief 
Nardelli offered these tips for anyone 
replacing out-of-date single-station 
smoke alarms. Following these 
guidelines will reduce the risk of a 
disabled or outdated alarm failing to 
alert residents:

Choose photoelectric alarms from a 
well-known, national brand
Look for the mark of an independent 
testing lab like UL or Intertek/ETL
Select alarms with a sealed, long-life 
battery and a “hush” feature”
Alarms that meet UL Standard 217, 
8th edition or later, use the latest 
multi-criteria technology to reduce 
nuisance alarms caused by cooking 
smoke

If your alarms are less than 10 years 
old and take alkaline batteries, then 
put in fresh batteries to be sure 
you’re protected all winter long. And 
remember to test your smoke and 
CO alarms once a month to be sure 
they’re working properly.

Fire and CO Hazards Rise During 
Heating Season
In an average year, about 54% of 
Massachusetts residential fire deaths 
take place between November and 
March, State Fire Marshal Davine 
said, with home heating equipment 
being the second-leading cause of 
house fires in 2025. Carbon mon-
oxide incidents start even earlier as 
residents start turning up the heat for 
the first time since summer.

“Carbon monoxide is a leading cause 
of accidental poisoning, and heating 
equipment is the main source of 
carbon monoxide at home,” Chief 
Nardelli said. “We can’t see, smell, 
or taste carbon monoxide. Working 
CO alarms on every level of your 
home are the only way to detect this 
invisible killer.”

Massachusetts firefighters encoun-
tered carbon monoxide hazards at 
about 5,000 calls last year, State Fire 
Marshal Davine said.

Create & Practice a Home Escape 
Plan
“Changes to building construction 
and furnishings mean we have less 
time to escape a fire at home than 
ever before,” said State Fire Marshal 
Davine. “You could have just three 

minutes to get out safely.”

“Working smoke alarms and a prac-
ticed home escape plan are among 
the most fundamental and important 
tools for surviving a fire,” said Chief 
Nardelli. “Be sure everyone in the 
home knows what to do and where to 
go when the alarm sounds, including 
young children, older adults, and 
persons with disabilities.”

Fire officials recommend plan-
ning two ways out of the building, 
the apartment, and each room if 
possible. Be sure to select a family 
meeting spot a safe distance from the 
building.

Senior SAFE
Adults over 65 are at disproportion-
ate risk of death or serious injury 
in a fire, especially if they live in 
one- or two-family homes. The 
Healey-Driscoll Administration has 
delivered more than $1.5 million to 
fire departments across Massachu-
setts through the Senior SAFE grant 
program, which can provide older 
adults with smoke and CO alarm 
assistance. Seniors who need help 
installing, testing, or maintaining 
their alarms should contact their 
local fire department or senior center 
for assistance.

“Call Back” Into Safety: When You Change Your Clocks, Check Your Alarms
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

Somerville Set to Release Updated Plans for Broadway 
Magoun Reconstruction Project at November 4 Open House

Shaped by community 
input, the project aims to 
make sections of Broad-
way safer and transform 
the Magoun Square inter-
section.

SOMERVILLE–The City 
of Somerville is planning 
to redesign Broadway 
between Winchester Street 
and Central Street to 
increase safety, improve 
accessibility, reduce con-
gestion, and create a more 
comfortable street for 
everyone.

As part of this process the 
Magoun Square inter-
section (Broadway at 
Medford Street) will be 
reimagined, sidewalks will 
be rebuilt, and the road-
way will be fully repaved.

After a year of engaging 
community members, 
analyzing traffic patterns, 
and refining concept 
designs, the City is sharing 
updated plans with the 
community for feedback 
at an upcoming open 
house.

When: Wednesday, No-
vember 4, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Where: Healey School, 5 
Meacham Street

At the open house, com-
munity members can 
explore different stations 
describing the design 
and development of the 
project. Attendees will be 
able to talk directly with 
project staff about their 
questions and comments. 
Food and beverage will be 

provided.

Following the open house, 
there will be other op-
portunities for people to 
participate in including 
an online survey, street 
outreach pop-up events, 
a virtual office hour, and 
more.

After gathering more 
feedback on the design 
through the fall, the 
project team will work 
over the winter to finalize 
the design and prepare 
for construction between 
2027 and 2028.

Visit somervillema.gov/
broadwaymagoun for 
more information about 
the open house and proj-
ect details.

More About the Design 
Process
This past spring, neigh-
bors, community group 
representatives, small 
business owners, and 
workers shared their input 
on a conceptual design 
that included raised cross-
walks, new crosswalks, 
protected bike lanes, and 
improved bus stops.

The City also presented 
three options for the Ma-
goun Square Intersection 
(Broadway at Medford 
Street) focused on im-
proving safety, providing 
more comfortable options 
for all people traveling 
through the intersection, 
and reducing congestion. 
At the upcoming open 
house the City will share 
the preferred option for 

the intersection.

In addition to the commu-
nity feedback, the design 
is informed by Somer-
ville’s commitment to Vi-
sion Zero (a commitment 
to eliminate traffic deaths 
and serious injury) and 
the City’s Bicycle Network 
Plan (a roadmap for ex-
panding bicycle safety and 
features across the city).

To learn more about the 
project, including details 
on the final design and 
feedback from the com-
munity process, please 
visit somervillema.gov/
broadwaymagoun.

To view this update and 
more City news on the 
City website, visit somer-
villema.gov/news.
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


