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NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!
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THE “PROTECT ACT” (H 5620)

CHILD WELFARE



	 2		   Tuesday August 4th, 2026           				                     The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/
Jack-Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering James F. Shannon, Jr.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Carl A. Cotreau
Obituary
Carl A. Cotreau – A long-
time reside of Somerville, 
passed away on Sunday, 
August 2, 2026. He was 93 
years old.
Beloved husband of 64 

years to the late Barbara 
(Walsh) Cotreau who 
passed away in February 
of 2024. Devoted father 
of Ken Cotreau and his 
wife Kim of Beverly, the 
late Kevin Cotreau and 

his surviving wife Laura 
of Haverhill and the late 
Keith Cotreau. Cherished 
and loving grandfather 
of Ben, Patric and Chris-
topher. Also survived by 
many loving nieces and 

nephews.

A private graveside ser-
vices was held where Carl 
was laid to rest with be-
loved wife at Puritan Lawn 
Cemetery, Peabody.

Somerville/Medford Remembering João M. “John” De Medeiros

João M. “John” De Me-
deiros, 72, of Avon, 
formerly of Somerville, 
passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 
surrounded by the love of 
his family.

Born on June 26, 1954, 
in São Miguel, Azores, 

Portugal, John was the 
cherished son of the late 
Manuel Pacheco Me-
deiros and Maria Lopez 
Medeiros. He immigrated 
to the United States at a 
young age, carrying with 
him the values that would 
define his life—faith, 
humility, hard work, and 
an unwavering devotion 
to family.

John spent more than 
fifteen years working as a 
technician at the Winter 
Hill Portuguese Bakery 
in Somerville. He was 
known for his dependable 
nature, strong work ethic, 
and willingness to lend a 
helping hand. Whether 
at work or at home, John 

believed there was dignity 
in honest work and took 
great pride in providing 
for those he loved.

Above all else, John was 
a family man. He was the 
beloved husband of Louise 
(Spinucci) Medeiros, with 
whom he shared many 
years of marriage built on 
love, commitment, and 
partnership. Together they 
created a home centered 
around family traditions, 
laughter, and uncondi-
tional love.

He was the proud and 
devoted father of Amanda 
McLaughlin and Cristina 
Medeiros, and son-in-law 
Anthony McLaughlin. His 

greatest title, however, was 
“Vovô.” John adored his 
grandchildren, Manuel, 
Amilio, and Ollie, and 
treasured every moment 
spent with them. Whether 
sharing stories, celebrat-
ing milestones, or simply 
enjoying their company, 
nothing brought him 
greater happiness than 
being surrounded by his 
grandchildren.

In addition to his wife, 
daughters, sons-in-law, 
and grandchildren, John is 
survived by his loving sib-
lings, Odete, Álvaro, José, 
Lurdes, and Dina. He was 
predeceased by his broth-
ers, Ruí and Carlos. He 
also leaves behind many 

nieces, nephews, cousins, 
extended family members, 
and lifelong friends who 
will miss him dearly.

Family and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend 
visiting hours on Sunday, 
August 2, 2026, from 3:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Cart-
wright Funeral Home, 845 
Washington Street, Brain-
tree.

A Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated on Mon-
day, August 3, 2026, at 
10:00 a.m. at St. Michael 
Church, Avon, followed 
by burial at St. Michael 
Cemetery in Avon.

Obituary
James F. Shannon, Jr., 90, of 
Somerville, Massachusetts passed 

away peacefully on July 28, 2026, 
surrounded by his loving family. 
James was the son of the late James 
and Mathilda Shannon and will 
be remembered for his genuine 
love for his family. Even at 90, he 
amazed those around him with his 
clear mind, perceptive observations 
and unmistakable wit.

James attended Bentley University 
where he studied accounting and 
built the foundation for his career. 
He spent more than 35 years as an 
Accounting Manager at Coca-Co-
la, taking tremendous pride in 
the quality and accuracy of every 

aspect of his work. After retiring 
from Coca-Cola, James continued 
working at Star Market grocery 
store until the age of 84.

He will always be remembered as 
a perfectionist who approached 
every task with care, precision, 
and commitment. Beyond work, 
James enjoyed a lifelong passion for 
the Boston Bruins and collectible 
trains, interests that brought much 
enjoyment over the years.

James was the devoted husband 
of the love of his life, Doris, and a 
loving father to June Freund and 

husband Fred; Linda Cahill and 
husband Paul; Jimmy Shannon 
and wife Mary; and Jill Nicholas 
and late husband Peter. He was the 
proud grandfather of 12 grand-
children, who were the center of 
his world: Shawn, Brendan, Paul, 
Adam, Nicholas, Brian, Kayla 
(predeceased), Jared, Haley, Rachel, 
Matthew and Katelyn. He was also 
joyfully awaiting the arrival of twin 
great-granddaughters.

James is also survived by his sister, 
Theresa Alves and husband Kevin 
and was predeceased by his beloved 
sister, Mary O’Brien and late 

husband Eugene. James also leaves 
behind many nieces and nephews, 
all of whom he adored, as well as 
many extended family members 
and close neighbors.

A funeral Mass and celebration 
of life will be held on Wednesday, 
August 5th at 10:00 a.m. in St. 
Clement Church, 64 Warner Street, 
Medford, MA Relatives and Friends 
are cordially invited. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made to 
the Leukemia Treatment Program 
at Massachusetts General Hospital 
(giving.massgeneral.org/donate/
leukemia-treatment-program)

Obituary

Jeff Yacinthe, of Med-
ford and formerly of 
Cambridge, passed away 
unexpectedly at the age 
of 49. Born and raised in 
Cambridge, Jeff was the 
cherished son of Jeannette 
(Dorestant) Yacinthe of 
Medford and the late Eddy 
Yacinthe. Much loved 
brother of Marie Domi-
no, Kathy Alford, Philip 
Yacinthe, Marlilyn Yacin-
the and a loving uncle of 
Shaun, Elijah and Leilah. 
He leaves behind many 
loyal friends.

Growing up in Cam-
bridge, Jeff formed many 
lasting and loyal friend-
ships over the years. He 
went on the graduate from 
St. Clement High School 
and earned his bachelor’s 
degree at UMass Lowell. 
Professionally, Jeff worked 
as an administrative ser-
vices coordinator with the 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Second-
ary Education. Above all, 
Jeff enjoyed time spent 
with his family and many 
friends.

Please note there are no 
services scheduled at this 
time.

A Celebration of Jeff ’s Life 
will be announced and 
held at a later date.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Jeff Yacinthe
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

By Bob Katzen

House 137-21, Senate on a voice vote 
without a roll call, approved and sent 
to Gov. Healey the PROTECT Act 
that supporters said would estab-
lish statewide standards governing 
interactions between state and 
local law enforcement and federal 
immigration enforcement. They said 
the measure would create among the 
strongest protections in the nation 
for residents who have immigrated 
to their communities; strengthen due 
process protections; limit civil immi-
gration enforcement in courthouses, 
public school grounds, hospitals and 
other sensitive locations; expand 
protections for victims of crime; and 
increase transparency, accountability 
and clarity for correctional facilities 
and law enforcement relative to civil 
immigration enforcement.

Provisions bar Massachusetts law 
enforcement agencies from signing 
new deputization agreements with 
federal immigration authorities, ex-
cept in narrow, criminal-law-focused 

arrangements that meet additional 
safeguards; prohibit civil immigration 
arrests without a judicial warrant at 
schools, childcare centers, medical 
facilities and courthouses; establish 
a civil cause of action against federal 
officers who violate a resident’s con-
stitutional rights, putting them under 
the same accountability standards as 
state and local police; keep state and 
local police out of federal civil immi-
gration enforcement, barring the use 
of local resources for that purpose, 
or detention, based solely on a civil 
immigration detainer; and protect 
immigrant crime victims, including 
trafficking survivors, who assist law 
enforcement as witnesses, and speeds 
up review of their special visa appli-
cations so they can keep participating 
in investigations or trials.

“Since the beginning of President 
Trump’s second term, ICE and Bor-
der Patrol agents have continued to 
harass and disappear innocent Amer-
icans with total impunity—a reckless 
approach that has led to the deaths of 
American citizens and legal residents 

and to children being separated from 
their families,” said House Speaker 
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy). “Those ac-
tions have immigrants in Massachu-
setts living in fear as they go to work 
or bring their children to school. And 
they jeopardize the trust that local 
law enforcement has worked hard to 
build. That’s why this legislation is so 
important, as it takes steps to ensure 
that all residents in Massachusetts are 
treated equally under state law, and 
to protect our communities through 
practical, thoughtful measures.

“The passage of the PROTECT Act 
sends a clear message that Massachu-
setts will continue to stand for fair-
ness, due process and human dignity,” 
said Sen. Pavel Payano (D-Lawrence). 
“No parent should fear taking their 
child to school, seeking medical care 
or appearing in court because of fear. 
As someone who immigrated as a 
child, I know firsthand what it means 
when a state keeps its promise that if 
you work hard and contribute to your 
community, opportunity should nev-
er be out of reach. Today, we reaffirm 

that Massachusetts remains a place 
where opportunity is earned through 
hard work, not denied because of 
fear.”

“I voted ‘No’ because I feel like this 
bill inappropriately ties the hands of 
the police officers and sheriffs who 
put themselves in danger every day to 
keep our communities safe,” said Rep. 
Joe McKenna (R-Sutton). “Restrict-
ing basic communication and with 
federal authorities and limiting ad-
vance notice when violent offenders, 
including those convicted of serious 
crimes, are being released back into 
our neighborhoods is not sound 
public service strategy and further 
drives a wedge between states and the 
Federal Government. Additionally, I 
am concerned that much of the bill is 
simply unenforceable as written given 
the Supremacy clause. Ultimately, I 
feel that a cooperative and communi-
cative position with ICE is more pro-
ductive than deepening the mistrust 
and adversarial relationship we have. 
Massachusetts families deserve police 
who can work for public safety, which 

unfortunately this unworkable law 
does not do.”

“I voted against the PROTECT Act 
because the bill is prioritizing illegal 
immigrants in our communities over 
lawful residents,” said Rep. Kelly 
Pease (R-Westfield).

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” 
vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes 
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

ABORTION (H 5595)

By Bob Katzen

House 119-35, Senate on a voice vote 
without a roll call, approved and sent to 
Gov. Healey legislation that would loosen 
restrictions on abortions that can be per-
formed after 24 weeks of gestation. The bill 
removes existing requirements that limit 
abortions at 24 weeks of pregnancy or later 
to four specific medical circumstances, 
and instead allows licensed physicians 
and providers to rely on their best medical 
judgment when caring for patients.

Supporters said that under current law, the 
four specific categories do not account for 
the full spectrum of medical conditions 

encountered by women and their doctors: 
protecting the patient’s life or physical or 
mental health, or cases involving a lethal 
fetal anomaly or a grave fetal diagnosis.

“No family should have to leave Massa-
chusetts to receive the vital medical care 
their own doctors recommend, especially 
in the most heartbreaking moments of a 
pregnancy,” said Sen. Joan Lovely (D-Sa-
lem). “With this vote, the Senate makes 
clear that these deeply personal decisions 
belong to patients and the physicians who 
know them best.”

“As the Trump Administration ramps up 
attacks on reproductive care and abortion 
access nationwide, Massachusetts must 
continue closing gaps in care so that wom-

en have full autonomy over the care they 
need, when and where they need it,” said 
Sen. Robyn Kennedy (D-Worcester). “[The 
bill] ensures Massachusetts patients do not 
have to leave the commonwealth to get the 
care they need, and empowers physicians 
to support their patients throughout their 
pregnancies.”

“Throughout relentless attacks on 
reproductive rights, Massachusetts has pri-
oritized the fundamental rights and health 
care of its residents,” said Rep. Christine 
Barber (D-Somerville), House sponsor of 
the bill. “This bill continues that work. It 
ensures access to care by empowering phy-
sicians to use their professional judgment 
to make decisions in the best interest of 
their patients. Pregnancy is complex, and 
this bill eliminates barriers and guarantees 
medical expertise as the standard of care. 
It comes down to a simple, but powerful 
conviction: decisions about abortion care 
must remain between a patient and their 
provider. No one else. With today’s vote, 
we show our commitment to protecting 
the rights of our residents of the common-
wealth.”

Opponents said the legislation allows elec-
tive abortions up to birth based solely on 

a physician’s professional judgment. They 
said it eliminates the current requirement 
that complex late-term abortions be per-
formed in a hospital setting, thus allowing 
abortions on healthy mothers and healthy 
infants at a stage when unborn children 
can feel pain and may be able to survive 
outside the womb.

“Late-term abortions present a number of 
significant risks to women, which is why 
the procedures have long been performed 
in hospitals,” said Myrna Maloney Flynn, 
president of Massachusetts Citizens for 
Life. “There is one reason why pro-abor-
tion activists want to remove hospitals 
from abortion policy, and it has nothing 
to do with women’s care or safety. Not 
one legislator who voted for this has been 
brave enough to acknowledge the truth, 
the inconvenient fact that this bill allows 
heinous dismemberment abortions on 
perfectly healthy and viable babies. It is 
accepted science that an unborn baby’s 
nervous system is developed enough at 24 
weeks of pregnancy so that the baby can 
feel pain. By passing this bill, Massachu-
setts lawmakers have decided that an abor-
tionist can crush the skull of any infant 
then tear that baby apart, limb by limb.”

“This bill, pushed by radical pro-abortion 
activist groups like Planned Parenthood, is 
a dangerous attempt to remove virtually all 
remaining protections in the common-
wealth for unborn babies,” said the Massa-
chusetts Family Institute in a press release. 
“It allows abortion past 24 weeks with 
no requirement of medical justification, 
meaning abortions could be performed at 
full term, just days before natural birth, for 
any reason or no reason at all.”

The release continued, “In addition, 
current law requires late-term abortions to 
be performed in a hospital — recognition 
that a procedure this serious, at this stage 
of pregnancy, demands a hospital’s re-
sources and safeguards. This bill eliminates 
that requirement. A late-term abortion 
could legally be performed anywhere 
a provider chooses, with none of the 
protections a hospital setting is meant to 
guarantee. This is not healthcare – this is a 
direct attack on the dignity of life.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike Con-
nolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

THE “PROTECT ACT” (H 5620)
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 

and absolutely worth checking 
them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned 
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 

please reach out and we will do 
our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

The Lottery has launched Mass Lottery 
Online, featuring a variety of both new 
and old games that registered players age 
21 or older can play on the Mass Lottery 
app and website on a mobile device, 
computer or tablet. Profits generated 
from online sales will be used to fund a 
grant program to support early childhood 
education and care.

“The launch of our online platform marks 
an exciting new chapter for the Lottery as 
we continue to evolve and meet the needs 
of today’s players,” said State Treasurer 
Deb Goldberg, chair of the Massachusetts 
State Lottery Commission. “Online Lot-
tery will allow us to compete on a more 
level playing field in the state’s gaming 
marketplace and sales will help make 
childcare more affordable for families 
across Massachusetts.”

“Since selling our first ticket in 1972, the 
Mass Lottery has become one of the top 
performing lotteries in the world thanks 
to our exciting portfolio of games, attrac-
tive prize payouts, innovative business 
and marketing strategies and of course, 
our dedicated retail partners and loyal 
player base,” said Mark William Bracken, 
executive director of the Mass Lottery. “In 
creating Mass Lottery Online, we took a 
similar approach that gives our players 
new play experiences with the same 
standards they have grown to expect, 
wherever in Massachusetts they find 
themselves to be.”

Several popular draw-based games, now 
sold only at retail stores, will be available 
for purchase online including Mass Cash, 
Megabucks, Mega Millions, Powerball 
and Millionaire for Life. Several games 
remain available only for retail purchase 
including traditional Keno, The Numbers 
Game and The Wheel of Luck.

Mass Lottery Online is also introducing 
20 new eInstant Games which are digital 
games featuring cascading or tumbling 
symbols that result in instant winning 
experiences when a cluster of symbols 
match. Other play styles include key 
number match and find the symbol.

To play Mass Lottery games online, 
players must be 21 or older and physically 
located in Massachusetts at the time of 
play and must make a deposit to their 
account. Players need to have a Mass Lot-
tery Player Account, which can be created 
at masslottery.com or by downloading 
the Mass Lottery App on a mobile device 
or tablet. Registration requires a full 
nine-digit Social Security number along 
with player’s legal full name, date of birth, 
residential address and other standard 
information.

The Lottery has implemented numerous 
features to its online platform which it 

says will promote responsible play. As a 
required step in the registration process, 
players will be informed of the option 
of setting personalized deposit and play 
limits and instructed how to do so if de-
sired. Players who have not set limits will 
continue to be notified of this option on a 
monthly basis. At any time, players will be 
able to adjust their personal limits. Strict-
er limits take effect immediately, while 
any increase requires a 48-hour period, 
helping prevent impulsive behavior.

Online players will be able to opt for a 
cooling-off period that will prevent them 
from being able to make a deposit or 
place a bet or receive direct marketing 
communications from the Lottery, for a 
set period of time, ranging from 24 hours 
to up to six months. Players also will have 
the ability to directly opt-in to PlayBreak, 
the voluntary self-exclusion program, for 
one-, three-or five-year periods, or for a 
lifetime exclusion.

To assist in the prevention of underage 
access to registered accounts, multi-fac-
tor authentication for all players will be 
required at their first login on a daily 
basis. Multi-factor authentication will 
also be required when logging in from a 
new device. All devices must be verified 
through the player’s registered email or 
phone, and players will only be able to be 
signed in to their account on one device at 
any given time

NOW YOU CAN BUY MASS LOTTERY TICKETS ONLINE

BANNING SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKS AND MATERIALS (H 5489)
By Bob Katzen

House 156-1, Senate on a voice vote 
without a roll call, approved and sent 
to the governor a bill that supporters 
said would protect people’s access to 
library materials and guard against 
politically motivated book bans in 
Bay State school libraries and public 
libraries. The bill requires local poli-
cies to be developed using nationally 
recognized library standards and lays 
out a process around challenges to 
library materials. The measure also 
protects librarians and school library 
professionals from retaliation.

Provisions include ensuring that 
students have free and open access 
to library books and other school 
library materials by establishing 
clear standards for library teachers 
and other employees to follow as 

they select school library materials; 
requiring that school library mate-
rials be age-appropriate, serve an 
educational purpose and be chosen 
based on a teacher or employee’s 
professional training—leaving aside 
any of their own personal, political 
or doctrinal views that could affect 
whether or not they place the book 
on the shelf; requiring all school 
districts, charter schools and local 
education agencies to adopt their 
own policies on how to select library 
materials as long as the policies align 
with American Library Association 
standards; guarding against spurious 
or unfounded challenges to school 
library books by keeping a book in 
question on the shelves unless and 
until a public hearing process has 
taken place and the appropriate 
authority has voted to remove it; and 
protecting school employees and 

public librarians from professional, 
civil or criminal penalties based on 
their selection of library materials.

“The bill we send to the governor’s 
desk today is a bold statement 
against the dystopian attempts 
to ban books in our schools and 
public libraries,” said Sen. Julian Cyr 
(D-Provincetown), the lead Senate 
sponsor of the bill. “Massachusetts 
is not immune from politically 
motivated attempts at censorship, 
and violent threats against librari-
ans have brought real harm to our 
communities. With this legislation, 
we safeguard everyone’s right to in-
tellectual discovery, while protecting 
the people who make our libraries 
and schools such vibrant places of 
curiosity and possibility.”

“Libraries are among the last truly 

open spaces where every person can 
discover new ideas, encounter differ-
ent perspectives and see themselves 
reflected in the stories that shape 
our communities,” said Sen. Jake 
Oliveira (D-Ludlow). “This legisla-
tion protects the freedom to read by 
ensuring that decisions about library 
collections are guided by profession-
al expertise, not political pressure or 
personal ideology. At a time when 
intellectual freedom is increasingly 
being challenged, Massachusetts is 
reaffirming that access to knowl-
edge, diverse viewpoints and free 
expression are essential to a healthy 
democracy.”

“[The bill] makes it more difficult for 
school committees to challenge book 
selections made by librarians, espe-
cially regarding LGBT+ type books 
that are usually so explicit that they 

cannot be read in public meetings or 
even on YouTube without being age 
restricted,” Said Rep. John Gaskey 
(R-Carver), the only legislator to 
vote against the measure. “This is not 
about banning books as they are all 
available in a multitude of locations, 
especially the public library. This is 
about protecting youth from explicit 
material, regardless of the topic.”

A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” 
vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes 
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

By Bob Katzen

House 156-0, Senate 40-0, 
approved and sent to Gov. 
Healey legislation that 
supporters say would guar-
antee certain basic rights 
for children in foster care 
related to their safety, edu-
cation and health care. They 
argued that the measure 
safeguards the wellbeing of 
children, especially those 
in state care and foster care; 
increases access to commu-
nity support for children at 
risk of court involvement; 
and strengthens the Office 
of the Child Advocate to 
support robust investiga-
tions into reports of harm 
or abuse to a child.

A key provision would ex-
pand the diversion of chil-
dren dealing with behavior 
or attendance problems to 
Family Resource Centers 
(FRCs) instead of the court 
system. Supporters note 
that FRCs provide acces-
sible, confidential support 

to children and families in 
crisis close to home and 
have proven successful in 
helping kids and teens stay 
in school, connecting fam-
ilies with services such as 
mental health or substance 
use treatment, housing aid 
and legal help.

Other provisions include 
creating a Foster Child Bill 
of Rights to clarify and 
protect the basic rights and 
services foster children 
need to live healthy, safe 
and fulfilled lives; codifying 
a Youth Engagement pro-
gram to ensure the voices 
of youth are included to in-
form relevant policy, over-
sight and programs; allow-
ing a child the same ability 
as an adult to petition the 
court to extend any abuse 
or harassment protection 
order made on behalf of the 
child; tasking the Office of 
the Child Advocate (OCA) 
with supporting families 
and caregivers by provid-
ing training materials to 

mandated reporters and 
individuals who frequently 
work with children; and 
with creating and maintain-
ing a list of resources for 
grieving parents who have 
experienced a sudden unex-
plained pediatric death.

“This bill strengthens the 
systems that protect the 
commonwealth’s most vul-
nerable children,” said Rep. 
Jay Livingstone (D-Bos-
ton), House Chair of the 
Committee on Children, 
Families and Persons with 
Disabilities. “It provides 
new tools to schools, courts 
and child welfare agencies 
to improve educational, 
health and safety outcomes 
for our most vulnerable 
children. The bill also man-
dates more public reporting 
to better understand what’s 
working and identify where 
improvement is needed.”

“This legislation reflects our 
shared responsibility to the 
children of the common-

wealth — especially those 
who have experienced 
abuse, entered foster care 
or are navigating crises,” 
said Sen. Jo Comerford 
(D-Northampton), Vice 
Chair of Senate Commit-
tee on Ways and Means. 
“It affirms that every child 
deserves not only protec-
tion, but support, stability, 
dignity and the opportunity 
to build the future they 
deserve. This bill makes 
meaningful, systemwide 
improvements — from 
establishing a Foster Child 
Bill of Rights to strength-
ening education continuity, 
family supports and ac-
countability. It makes our 
child welfare system more 
responsive, transparent and 
compassionate.”

“The bill finalized by the 
Legislature today makes im-
portant changes to improve 
the efficiency, transparency, 
accountability and perfor-
mance of the Department 
of Children and Families, 

the Office of the Child 
Advocate and the Chil-
dren Requiring Assistance 
systems.” said Sen. Robyn 
Kennedy (D-Worces-
ter), Senate Chair of the 
Committee on Children, 
Families, and Persons 
with Disabilities. “These 
long-needed improvements 
to our child welfare eco-
system have passed today 
because of the tireless work 
of so many. Because of their 
efforts, Massachusetts will 
be a better place for our 
children to learn and grow. 
Just as it takes a village to 
raise a child, it also takes a 
village to make policy that 
helps all the children of the 
commonwealth thrive.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes Sen. 
Patricia Jehlen Yes

CHILD WELFARE (H 5629)

By Bob Katzen

House 157-0, Senate 40-0, 
approved and sent to Gov. 
Maura Healey a bill that would 
establish a licensure process 
for home care agencies that 
supporters say will ensure that 
consumers receive quality 
non-medical services and that 
home care workers are protect-
ed.

The Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services would 
implement the licensure pro-
cess and have the authority to 
approve licenses, survey and 
investigate home care agencies 
and impose fines. Home care 
agencies would be required to 

disclose anyone with at least a 
5 percent ownership interest 
in the agency, carry workers 
compensation and liability 
insurance and provide appro-
priate levels of training for their 
employees.

“Everyone—consumers and 
workers—will be safer and 
better served with home 
care licensure in place,” said 
lead sponsor Sen. Pat Jehlen 
(D-Somerville). “This legisla-
tion is the culmination of years 
of collaboration with advocates 
representing older adults, care 
providers, unions and regu-
lators to ensure all agencies 
are vetted, workers are pro-
tected and consumers receive 

high-quality care. The commis-
sions on long-term services and 
supports and family caregiving 
are important next steps in pro-
viding more affordable options 
for our residents to access care 
and services.”

“Once again, the House and 
Senate answer the call to 
meet the needs of our older 
adults and prioritize aging in 
place,” said Rep. Tom Stanley 
(D-Waltham). “This legislation 
follows up last session’s land-
mark Long-Term Care reform 
law by strengthening another 
key pillar of the common-
wealth’s continuum of care for 
older adults and individuals 
with disabilities—home care. 

At a time when our aging pop-
ulation is growing and demand 
for home care is expected to 
increase, the licensing and 
oversight process established in 
this bill for home care agencies 
is needed more than ever to 
protect consumers, their fami-
lies and home care workers.”

“The bipartisan support for this 
bill in both the Senate and the 
House showcases the commit-
ment within both chambers 
to keep aging residents in 
Massachusetts,” said Sen. Ryan 
Fattman (R-Sutton). “The pro-
tections created in this bill will 
give families the ease of mind 
that their older relatives will 
receive safer and higher-quality 

care at their homes through 
more training, oversight and 
accountability in the licensure 
process and beyond.”

(A Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul 
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyter-
hoeven Yes Sen. Patricia Jehlen 
Yes

HOME CARE (H 5627)



 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly  8                	 Tuesday August 4th, 2026           

            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

The Somerville Community 
Baptist Church at 31 College 
Avenue near Davis 
Square will present a free 
Vacation Bible School from 
Monday, August 10 through 

Friday, August 14, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. All children, from age 4 
up to 5th grade are welcome 
to attend.
This Rainforest-themed pro-
gram includes Bible stories, 

music, creative activities, 
games, and free snacks each 
day. For more information 
or to register your child, see 
http://www.ILoveSCBC.org/
events

Somerville Community Baptist Church June & July Events

SOMERVILLE – The Somerville Mobile 
Farmers Market is hitting the road once 
again, returning on Thursday, July 9, 
for the 2026 season. The market brings 
fresh, affordable, local produce to four 
city locations Thursdays through Satur-
days and runs through October 31.

All produce is sourced from local farms 
and priced affordably to make healthy, 

fresh food accessible to all. The mobile 
market accepts cash, debit and credit 
cards, SNAP, Fresh Connect, WIC 
Farmers Market Coupons, and Senior 
Farmers Market Coupons. All are 
welcome.

Market Locations and Times:
Thursdays, 4 to 6 p.m.
o Clarendon Hill Towers, 1372 Broad-

way
Fridays, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
o Council on Aging, 167 Holland Street
Fridays, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
o Somerville Public Library – East 
Branch, 115 Broadway
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (noon)
o Mystic Housing Development, 25B 
Memorial Road

For the full schedule, weekly produce 
updates, and more information about 
programs and events, visit the market’s 
website at somervillemobilefarmers-
market.org.

Somerville Mobile Farmers Market Returns July 9 Mobile Market Brings Fresh, 
Affordable Local Produce to Locations Across the City
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Earn $250 for the workday, 
6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

SOMERVILLE– The City of 
Somerville is seeking stand-
by polling place workers for 
the upcoming State Pri-
mary Election on Tuesday, 
September 1. Many poll 
workers are needed to sup-
port operations and con-
duct a successful election.

Standby poll workers 

must be ready to step in as 
needed on Election Day: 
Tuesday, September 1, 
2026. The workday starts 
at 6:30 a.m. and ends after 
the polls close at 8 p.m., 
with a two-hour break. Poll 
workers would serve in the 
following role:

Inspectors – Check off 

names as voters check in, 
assist at the voting ma-
chine, or staff the demon-
stration table. Inspectors 
also help set up and break 
down the precinct. The 
compensation is $250 per 
day.
To apply, please email 
Human Resources at hrad-
min@somervillema.gov. 

Applicants will be contact-
ed and hired as needed up 
until Election Day.

To learn more, please con-
tact the Elections Office at 
617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

Somerville Seeks Standby Polling Place Workers for State Primary Election Tuesday, September 1

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial 
approval to legislation that 
would allow local licens-
ing authorities to issue 
temporary licenses to 
charities in order for the 

charities to accept dona-
tions of wine, beer and 
alcohol for their charitable 
events. These licenses were 
previously allowed under 
1997 legislation, but the 
authorization has since 
expired.

“Today, more than ever, 
nonprofits are in need of 
charitable donations to 
stay afloat,” said spon-
sor Rep. Joan Meschino 
(D-Hull). “This bill would 
allow for safe and regu-

lated alcohol licensure 
for nonprofits in order to 
raise revenue at charity 
events by partnering with 
alcohol manufacturers, 
wholesalers or retailers. 
This bill was brought to 
me by Deborah Goldberg, 

the Treasurer and Receiver 
General, and has her full 
support.

ALCOHOL DONATIONS FOR CHARITIES (H 5351)
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Hello All

It’s that time of year when Mystic 
Wellington Yacht Club will once 
again be partnering with the Mass 
Bass Fishing Federation and the My 
Little Buddy’s Boat Autism Aware-
ness Charity to host the14th An-
nual Fishin with a Mission Autism 
Awareness Weekend at MWYC.

We remain committed to continue 
to help and aid the great schools 
like the New England Center for 
Children, The Nashoba Learning 
Group and the Boston Higashi 
School that specialize in Autism 
care

On Sunday, August 9th we will 
be inviting hundreds of children 
afflicted with autism and their 
families to our facility to enjoy a 
great day of summer activities such 
fishing, boat rides, water slide, 
barbecue and many other summer 
activities that many of these chil-
dren and their families have never 
had an opportunity to experience! 
Please join us!

To also help this great cause we will 
be hosting 2 great fishing tourna-
ments! On Saturday, August 8th, to 
help raise money for the schools, 
that I have previously mentioned. 
We will be hosting a “Virtual Salt 
Water Striped Bass Fishing Tour-
nament”. This event is designed to 
have some of the great anglers in 
and around New England compete 
to determine who will be this year’s 
Salt Water Striped Bass Fishing 
Champion with all the proceeds 
of the tournament being donated 
to the “My Little Buddy’s Boat.” A 

501(c)3 Autism Awareness Charity.

Also, on Sunday, August 9th, a 
Fresh Water Bass Tournament will 
be held! This is when some of the 
areas great Fresh Water anglers 
compete and show off their great 
skills. At 2p.m. all are welcome to 
watch the great fish weigh in and 
see who will reign the title of this 
year’s Fresh Water Bass Tourna-
ment Champion! Again, with all 
proceeds going to the “My Little 
Buddy’s Boat Autism Awareness 
Charity”

Since our event began, hundreds of 
autistic children have attended our 
event with their families. Our hope 
is that we can continue to create 
Autism awareaness and still be able 
to offer aid to these great schools 
that perform such magnificent 
work!

There are many ways you can help 
this great cause! The Salt Water 
Striped Bass ” Virtual” Fishing 
Tournament is a fun way to help 
raise money for this cause! The 
event is open to all! Whether you 
are an avid fishing angler or a 
weekend warrior trying it out for 
the first time, this is the summer 
event not to be missed! Using 
your cell phone simply download 
the Fishdonkey app., click on the 
Fishin with a Mission Tournament 
Event and register! You are ready 
to go! The event begins at midnight 
on August 8th and you will have 
until 2pm on Saturday to catch 
your biggest striped bass, take a 
picture of it on a commercially 
made tape measure and upload 
the picture to the app. Then safely 

release the fish. With the app you 
will be able to check a leader board 
throughout the tournament to see 
who’s in the lead with the biggest 
fish! The ” Virtual” Tournament is 
a lot of fun! Of course, all Federal 
and State fishing guidelines must 
be followed. There are incredible 
prizes for winners of the biggest 
fish! 1st place – $1000, 2nd place 
– $600 and 3rd place – $400 But 
the best part is by being part of this 
event you are helping some great 
kids dealing with Autism!

If you can’t fish the tournament but 
would still like to make a donation 
to this great cause, please do so by 
making your donations payable 
to My Little Buddy’s Boat Inc. c/o 
Mystic Wellington Yacht Club Inc., 
P.O. Box 235, Medford, MA 02155. 
The charity is a 501c3 non- profit 
charitable organization.

If you have any questions, please 
let us know and we would be more 
than happy to help you become 
part of this event! This event is 
open to everyone so please help 
us get the word out by sharing 
the attached flyers on your social 
media such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram etc…

Thank you
Joe DiGirolamo
Commodore

Fishin with a Mission Medford

This week Lions PR Sharon 
Deyeso offered help to clean 
up, adorn, and continue 
watch on two small isles on 
Salem St, E. Medford. The 
area is walked on, trodden 
on, ridden on and facing 
many small businesses. The 
thought is to involve busi-
nesses who would kindly 
honor discounts for Charity 
for a needed City appear-
ance. She maintains for 
her family then large isle at 
Governors Avenue but very 
much wanted to
Offer aid from LIONS 
CLUB.

Explaining all this to Mgr 
Fernando at Somerville 
Home Depot made a hit! He 
and some workers
all helped…guided, an-
swered extra plant questions, 
discount checkout. THANK 
YOU HOME DEPOT…you 
made the hot Summer Day 
better…..

THANK YOU HOME DE-
POT, FERNANDO, ALL
good staff! A bit ‘o Charity 
never h

Medford Lions News: Lions GROW with Summer
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy, please post this in your news pa-
per and online. A Somerville resident 
received this notice in the mail.

It’s almost believable with the excep-
tion of the payment address, the photo 
is incorrectly poised. Please warn 
residents to ignore this fake notice it’s 
a scam. If you can highlight the areas 
that prove it’s fraud

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Fake Somerville Bills
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten 
Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@
somervillema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

PROTECT THE PRESS WITH A SHIELD LAW (S 3200)
By Bob Katzen

Senate 40-0, approved 
an amendment creating 
the Press Shield Law that 
would prohibit gov-
ernment bodies from 
compelling journalists 
to reveal their sources, 
except in certain limited 

circumstances and only 
with clear and convincing 
evidence that the source 
disclosure is necessary 
and there is an overrid-
ing public interest in the 
disclosure.

“As Trump and his Ad-
ministration accelerate 

and intensify their attacks 
on journalism and sources 
are increasingly afraid to 
speak up, the Massachu-
setts Senate takes an his-
toric stand to strengthen 
our free press and fortify 
our democracy,” said 
sponsor Sen. Becca Raus-
ch (D-Needham). “The 

need for a statutory press 
shield law in our com-
monwealth has never been 
more urgent. By passing 
this legislation, we show 
the federal government 
and our constituents that 
we will defend the First 
Amendment and support 
a free press, without which 

our democracy cannot 
survive.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

By Bob Katzen

The House approved and 
sent to the Senate a proposal 
amending a current law that 
requires every child in public 
schools and for children in 
private schools, at the request 
of their parents or guardians, 
to be tested for postural de-
fects at least once annually in 
grades five through nine. The 
amendment would reduce the 
mandated frequency of testing 
to at least once in grades five 
through nine.

“I filed this bill after learning 
from my daughter, a school 

nurse, about the impact on 
students and staffing demands 
created by annual postural 
screenings,” said sponsor Rep. 
Rodney Elliott (D-Lowell). 
“Many students are already 
screened by their pediatricians 
or primary care physicians 
during routine physicals, mak-
ing the annual school require-
ment repetitive. This bill keeps 
the screening requirement in 
place while giving schools the 
flexibility to conduct it once 
during grades six through nine 
instead of every year. It’s a prac-
tical update that allows school 
nurses to focus more of their 
time on students’ immediate 

health needs without compro-
mising student care.”

Rep. Sean Reid (D-Lynn), 
another sponsor of the bill, 
did not respond to repeated 
attempts by Beacon Hill Roll 
Call asking him to comment on 
the passage of the measure and 
explain why he filed it.

ALLOW CONSUMERS TO 
USE INSURANCE ADJUST-
ERS (S 785) – The House and 
Senate, on voice votes without 
a roll call, approved and sent 
to the governor legislation 
that would prohibit insurance 
companies from including in 

an insurance policy, a rider that 
prohibits the insured from hir-
ing or using a public insurance 
adjuster.

“An insured that has paid its 
premiums faithfully should 
have the choice to hire a public 
adjuster qualified to read the 
policy and get the claim paid,” 
said sponsor Sen. Joan Lovely 
(D-Salem). “Both branches 
have now said plainly that a 
clause taking that choice away 
does not belong in a Massachu-
setts insurance policy.”

“The passage of [the bill] is 
great news for Massachusetts 

residents because it ensures 
they can continue to access the 
professional services and exper-
tise of an insurance adjuster to 
help them file a claim and nego-
tiate directly with the insurance 
company,” said co-sponsor Rep. 
Brad Jones (R-North Reading). 
I am hopeful that Gov. Healey 
will act quickly to sign these 
pro-consumer protections into 
law.”

POSTURAL SCREENINGS FOR STUDENTS (H 2517)
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Mount Vernon Restaurant

Somerville/Medford Remembering Jeanne M. Imbrescia

Jeanne M. Imbrescia

Our beloved Jeanne M. (Caroz-
za) Imbrescia, of Wakefield, 
Massachusetts, passed away 
peacefully on July 31, 2026, 
surrounded by the family she 
loved so deeply. Although her 
passing came far sooner than 
anyone expected, she left this 
world exactly as she would have 
wanted, with all of her children 
and loved ones by her side.

Born and raised in Malden and 
Revere, Massachusetts, Jeanne 
was the beloved daughter of the 
late Margaret Carrozza. She 

shared more than fifty wonder-
ful years of marriage with the 
love of her life, Nunzio “Mac” 
Imbrescia, before his passing 
in 2011. She missed him dearly 
every day since, and her family 
finds comfort in knowing they 
are together once again.

Jeanne devoted more than 
thirty years of her career 
to Kontron Medical/Arrow 
International in Everett, where 
she took great pride in her 
work. To know Jeanne was to 
know grace, kindness, humor, 
and unconditional love. She 
had a quick wit, loved a good 
joke, and never passed up the 

chance to lovingly tease those 
around her. She was known for 
her beautiful blue eyes, radiant 
smile, and impeccable sense 
of style. Jeanne was an accom-
plished artist who found great 
joy in painting, creating hand-
made Christmas cards each 
year from her own original 
artwork. Jeanne had a special 
fondness for butterflies, believ-
ing they were gentle reminders 
of those we love.

While Jeanne was admired 
and loved by her many friends, 
former coworkers, and the car-
ing staff at Brightview Senior 
Living in Wakefield, nothing 
in her life brought her greater 
happiness than her family. Of 
all the titles she held through-
out her life, her favorite was 
simply “Nana.” She cherished 
every family gathering, every 
celebration, every conversation, 
and every opportunity to be 
surrounded by those she loved.

Jeanne is survived by her four 
children: Cheryl Kennedy and 
her husband, Terrence, and 
their children, Alycia Kennedy, 

Julie Mosca and her husband, 
Marc, and Peter Kennedy; 
Richard Imbrescia and his wife, 
Annette, and their children, 
Ariana Imbrescia and her fian-
cé, Jonathan Boone, Kristina 
Liesen and her husband, Clay-
ton, and Samantha Wilson and 
her husband, Michael; Sheila 
Shedd and her husband, David, 
and their children, Michael 
Shedd and his fiancée, Clara 
Washburn, and Abygail Shedd; 
and Philip Imbrescia and his 
wife, Lisa DeBiasi-Imbrescia, 
father and stepmother, respec-
tively, to Olivia DeSimone 
and her wife, Danielle, Sophia 
Imbrescia, Sydney Imbrescia, 
and Ava Imbrescia.

She was also the cherished 
great-grandmother of Elle 
Jeanne Mosca, Giuliana Liesen, 
Amelia Wilson, Christian 
Liesen, and Brooke Mosca. She 
is also survived by her siblings 
and many nieces, nephews, 
extended family members, and 
dear friends.

Those who knew Jeanne will 
remember a woman of remark-

able class, quiet strength, gen-
erous spirit, and endless love. 
Her legacy lives on through the 
family she adored, the friend-
ships she treasured, and the 
countless lives she touched with 
her warmth, compassion, kind-
ness, laughter, and unwavering 
love. She will be deeply missed, 
forever loved, and never forgot-
ten. May every butterfly remind 
us that Jeanne’s love and spirit 
will always be with us.

Her Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated in Our Lady of the 
Assumption Church, corner of 
Grove and Salem Sts., Lynnfield 
on Wednesday, August 5th at 
11am. Relatives and friends 
are invited to attend. Visitation 
will be held at the McDonald 
Funeral Home, 19 Yale Ave., 
Wakefield prior to the mass 
from 9am-10:30am. Interment, 
Puritan Lawn Memorial Park, 
Peabody.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
kindly requests that memorial 
donations be made in Jeanne’s 
memory to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville is seeking a new 
member to join the Somerville 
Board of Elections Commis-
sioners. This vacancy is for 
a registered Republican. The 
Board consists of four people 
who represent each of the two 
leading political parties (Demo-
crats and Republicans), as 
defined in Chapter 50, Section 
1 of the Massachusetts General 
Laws.

What is the Somerville Board 
of Elections Commissioners?

The Board of Elections 
Commissioners supports all 
functions of the Elections De-
partment and assumes nearly 
all responsibilities relating 
to primaries and elections in 
Somerville. Commissioners 
supervise all official elections 
and recounts, assist in testing 
voting equipment, and oversee 
the accurate tabulation of all 
voting machine results at the 
end of each election night. They 
also attend occasional meetings 
as needed.

Who Can Join?
Eligible applicants for the cur-
rent vacancy must be registered 
to vote in Somerville and a 
registered Republican. Appli-
cants cannot be a member of 
any other Somerville board or 
commission.

What is the Time Commit-
ment?
Commissioners serve three-
year terms and earn a monthly 
stipend of $318.

What is the Appointment 

Process?
Members are appointed by the 
Mayor and confirmed by the 
City Council.

How and Where Do I Apply?
To apply, please submit a state-
ment of interest by Wednesday, 
August 5.

Statements of interest can be 
sent via email or U.S. Mail to:
Email: nsalerno@somervillema.
gov
Mail: Attn: Somerville Elections 
Department, 93 Highland Ave-

nue, Somerville, MA, 02143

For questions or more informa-
tion, contact Nicholas Salerno, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Elections Commissioners, at 
nsalerno@somervillema.gov or 
call 617-626-6600 ext. 4210.

Join the Somerville Board of Elections Commissioners
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

Three-part public meeting series 
begins Tuesday, August 5, to 
explore a new tool for protecting 
affordable creative space

SOMERVILLE —The City of 
Somerville is inviting residents, art-
ists, cultural organizations, and cre-
ative businesses to help shape what 
could become the first Municipal 
Cultural Trust in Massachusetts, 
a new tool designed to protect af-
fordable creative space and prevent 
artist displacement.

No Massachusetts municipality has 
established a Cultural Trust, and 
current state law does not expressly 
authorize municipalities to create 
one. State legislators are consider-
ing the Creative Space Act, which 

would establish a statewide frame-
work for municipal cultural trusts. 
If that legislation does not pass, 
Somerville is prepared to explore 
its own local option.

“Somerville has always been home 
to artists, and we intend to keep it 
that way,” said Mayor Jake Wilson. 
“A thriving creative ecosystem is 
a big part of why people want to 
live, work, and build a life here. A 
Cultural Trust can provide a lasting 
way to ensure the people who 
helped put Somerville on the map 
aren’t the ones priced out of it.”

What Is a Municipal Cultural 
Trust?
Modeled in part on Somerville’s 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
and Job Creation and Retention 
Trust, a Municipal Cultural Trust 
could have the authority to:
· Raise and hold funds dedicated to 
arts and creative space
· Accept donations, grants, and 
development contributions
· Purchase or protect properties for 
long-term arts use
· Provide grants or investments to 
prevent artist displacement; and
· Support the creation and preser-

vation of affordable cultural space

The trust would be overseen by a 
dedicated board that could include 
City officials, artists, and commu-
nity members, giving people direct-
ly affected by creative displacement 
a role in its decisions. 

Community Meeting Series
The three-part meeting series be-
gins Tuesday, August 5. Each meet-
ing will focus on a different stage of 
the Cultural Trust discussion.

Community Launch Session
o Date/Time: Tuesday, August 5, 
6 p.m.
o Location: Somerville Central 
Library (79 Highland Ave.)
o Focus: City staff will explain 
what it could mean to establish a 
Municipal Cultural Trust, present 
findings from Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC) initial 
research, gather early community 
feedback, and provide an opportu-
nity for questions.

Cultural Trust 101 Panel hosted by 
#ARTSTAYSHERE
o Date/Time: Tuesday, August 12, 
6 p.m.

o Location: Somerville Museum (1 
Westwood Rd.)
o Focus: Panel discussion examin-
ing tools and models available for 
preserving creative space, includ-
ing practical strategies that could 
be adapted to Somerville’s needs. 
Panelists from: Somerville Arts & 
Culture, MASSCreative, MAPC 
& the Arts & Business Council of 
Greater Boston.

Shape the Trust
o Date/Time: Monday, September 
8, 6 p.m.
o Location: Somerville Music Spac-
es (1060 Broadway C101B)
o Focus: A working session focused 
on how a Municipal Cultural Trust 
could function. Participants will 
be invited to consider the trust’s 
structure, governance, funding 
priorities, and how artists and 
community members should par-
ticipate in its decisions.

Why Somerville Is Exploring a 
Cultural Trust
The City has long used zoning, 
planning, funding, and other policy 
tools to help preserve its dense net-
work of artist studios, performance 
venues, cultural organizations, and 

local creative businesses. However, 
several local and regional planning 
efforts have identified the need for 
an additional tool that would allow 
Somerville to act more consistently 
and proactively.

In 2022, the City partnered with 
MAPC on the Somerville Art Space 
Risk Assessment, which recom-
mended developing additional 
tools to preserve and expand 
affordable creative space. That same 
year, Somerville joined Boston and 
Cambridge in MAPC’s regional 
Making Space for Art study, which 
identified the need for stronger 
municipal tools to finance, develop, 
and manage cultural spaces.

Somerville has successfully 
preserved important creative 
spaces, but those efforts have often 
required complicated, case-by-case 
interventions. A Municipal Cultur-
al Trust could create a more consis-
tent and replicable way to protect 
creative properties and keep them 
affordable over the long term.

To learn more or sign up for up-
dates, visit somervilleartscouncil.
org/cultural-trust.

Somerville Seeks Community Input on First-of-Its-Kind Cultural Trust
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

SOMERVILLE– On Tues-
day, September 1, 2026, 
the State of Massachusetts 
will hold its Primary Elec-
tion, which will narrow 
the candidate pool before 
the November Election on 
Tuesday, November 3.

The offices on the ballot 
for this election include:

Senator in Congress
Lieutenant Governor
Attorney General
District Attorney
Secretary of State
Treasurer
Auditor
Councillor
Senator in General Court
Representative in General 
Court
Register of Probate
The primary election is 
open to all registered vot-
ers in Somerville. Somer-
ville voters can vote one of 
three ways: by mail, early 
in person , or in person at 
your polling location on 
Primary Election Day.

Register to Vote in the 
State Primary by Saturday, 

August 22

You can register one of 
three ways:

Online at somervillema.
gov/registertovote,
In-person at Somerville 
City Hall (93 Highland 
Ave.).
Or by calling the Elec-
tions Department (617-
625-6600 ext. 4200) and 
requesting a voter regis-
tration form. Or by calling 
311 (617-666-3311) and 
they will connect you to 
Elections.
The registration deadline 
is Saturday, August 22 
at midnight online or in 
person by 5 p.m. City Hall 
will be open on August 22 
from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00p.m. 
You also may mail in your 
registration form, but it 
must be postmarked by 
August 22nd.

Vote Early at City Hall, 
August 22-28

Vote early in the Primary 
Election in the lower level 
of City Hall from Satur-

day, August 22, through 
Friday, August 28. The 
schedule is as follows:

August 22 – Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
August 23 – Sunday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
August 24-26 – Mon-
day-Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
August 27 – Thursday, 
8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
August 28 – Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
How to Vote in the State 
Primary Election by Mail

Applications to vote by 
mail must be received 
(not postmarked) by 5 
p.m., Tuesday, August 25 
(applications are accepted 
based on receipt by the 
deadline not by postmark 
date).
Download an applica-
tion or fill it out online 
at somervillema.gov/
votebymail, pick one up in 
the Elections office at City 
Hall, or request one be 
mailed to you by calling 
Elections at 617-625-6600 
ext. 4200.

Eligible voters who 
submit valid applications 
will receive their ballot in 
the mail. Ballots must be 
completed, signed, sealed, 
and received by the City 
no later than 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 1. 
Voters can check the sta-
tus of their ballot on the 
state’s website.
Email or fax (for appli-
cations only): Complet-
ed applications can be 
emailed to vote@somer-
villema.gov or faxed to 
617-625-5643. Ballots 
cannot be returned by 
email or fax.
How to return your appli-
cation and ballot:
Drop boxes: Leave it in 
a drop box at one of the 
following locations:
City Hall Concourse, 93 
Highland Ave.
East Somerville Commu-
nity School, across from 
66 Glen St.
In front of the Argenziano 
School, 290 Washington 
St.
In front of the Somer-
ville Community Baptist 
Church, 31 College Ave.

Behind the Mystic Activi-
ty Center, 530 Mystic Ave.
In front of Saint Catherine 
of Genoa Church parking 
lot, 182 Summer St.
In front of the Armory, 
191 Highland Ave.
In front of Dilboy Post, 
351 Summer St.
In front of the Tufts Ad-
ministrative Building, 167 
Holland St.
In front of the West 
Somerville Neighborhood 
School at 177 Powder 
House Blvd.
Elections office: Return 
directly to the Elections 
Department at City Hall
Mail: Send to the Elec-
tions Department, 93 
Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA 02143
For more information 
about voting in Somer-
ville, go to somervillema.
gov/elections.

Somerville Sharing Voting Information for State Primary Election
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 



 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly     Tuesday August 4th, 2026           23

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


