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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 13 Continuded to page 7

Continued to page 5
Somerville:Scam Alert for 
Special Permit Applicants

BANNING SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOOKS AND MATERIALS

How would you consider the 
people friendly meter process on 
building an ADU in Somerville?
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/
Jack-Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Ralph Di Girolamo

This summer, you may have noticed that Davis Square has more color, a few more places to sit, 
and a lot more reason to stop and enjoy

On Friday, August 21, the 
City of Somerville will cel-
ebrate the Davis Square’s 
“summer glow up” with a 

ribbon cutting from 4:30 
to 5 p.m., directly before 
the Down in Davis: Alive 
at Five performance at 

Statue Park.

The event will mark the 
completion of recent pub-

lic space improvements 
in the square, including 
the activation of the Davis 
Square Slip Lane and new 

placemaking art at Statue 
Park.

Ralph Di Girolamo
8/9/2026

Ralph Di Girolamo, of Winchester 
and Somerville, passed away on 
Sunday, August 9th. Ralph was 100 
years old. Born and raised in Roc-
casicura (Isernia) Italy, he was the 
son of the late Ettore and Assunta 
(Di Benedetto) Di Girolamo. Ralph 
lost his mother at the age of six. 
Searching for a better life, Ralph 
immigrated to the United States in 
1949 on a three month visa. Once 
in the U.S., he met and married 
the love of his life, Yolanda (Lolly) 
who was fresh out of high school. 
They married in 1950 and stayed 
married for 74 years.

After many various jobs, Ralph 
went down a different career path 
in 1980, devoting his full time 
efforts to acquiring and man-
aging real estate. Over the next 
four decades, through hard work, 
determination and the help of 
his beloved wife, he assembled a 
substantial portfolio of residential 
and commercial properties, located 
primarily in Eastern Massachusetts 
and throughout New England. For 
the last several years, his son Rich-
ard Di Girolamo, has managed The 
Di Girolamo Companies, a holding 
and real estate management com-
pany, for Ralph’s various real estate 

interests.

Ralph was the beloved husband of 
the late Yolanda (Di Martino) Di 
Girolamo who predeceased him in 
2024. He was the devoted father of 
Attorney Richard Di Girolamo, of 
Winchester, and the loving grand-
father of Assunta Di Girolamo of 
Naples, Florida.

Visiting hours will be held in the 
Dello Russo Funeral Home, 306 
Main St., Medford on Monday, 
August 17th from 4 to 8 PM, and 
again on Tuesday, August 18th at 9 
AM followed by a Mass of Chris-

tian Burial celebrated in St. Eulalia 
Church, 50 Ridge St., Winchester, 
at 10 AM. Relatives and friends 
are respectfully invited to attend. 
Ralph’s services will conclude with 
entombment at Carthage Mauso-
leum 1 in Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Everett.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law a bill 
that supporters said would protect 
people’s access to library materi-
als and guard against politically 
motivated book bans in Bay State 
school libraries and public libraries. 
The bill requires local policies to 
be developed using nationally 
recognized library standards and 
lays out a process around challeng-
es to library materials. The measure 
also protects librarians and school 
library professionals from retali-
ation.

Provisions include ensuring that 
students have free and open access 
to library books and other school 
library materials by establishing 
clear standards for library teachers 
and other employees to follow as 
they select school library materials; 
requiring that school library mate-
rials be age-appropriate, serve an 
educational purpose and be chosen 

based on a teacher or employee’s 
professional training—leaving aside 
any of their own personal, political 
or doctrinal views that could affect 
whether or not they place the book 
on the shelf; requiring all school 
districts, charter schools and local 
education agencies to adopt their 
own policies on how to select 
library materials as long as the poli-
cies align with American Library 
Association standards; guarding 
against spurious or unfounded 
challenges to school library books 
by keeping a book in question on 
the shelves unless and until a public 
hearing has taken place and the 
appropriate authority has voted to 
remove it; and protecting school 
employees and public librarians 
from professional, civil or criminal 
penalties based on their selection 
of library materials.

“Massachusetts is home to the 
first public library, public school 
and university,” said Gov. Healey. 

“We have always believed that our 
communities are stronger when 
people, especially young people, 
have access to knowledge and a free 
exchange of ideas. This bill is about 
protecting the freedom to read, to 
learn, to ask difficult questions and 
to encounter ideas we might agree 
or disagree with. It’s also about pro-
tecting our teachers and librarians 
and allowing them to do their jobs. 
At a time when President Trump is 
defunding education and trying to 
censor any ideas he doesn’t agree 
with, it is more important than ever 
that states step up to lead. That’s 
what we’re doing here in Massa-
chusetts.”

“Books open doors for students to 
explore new ideas, deepen their un-
derstanding of the world and devel-
op the critical thinking skills they 
need to succeed,” said Education 
Secretary Steve Zrike. “Our schools 
should encourage that curiosity 
and give students access to books 

that challenge them, inspire them 
and help them grow as learners. 
This law affirms that commitment 
and supports the educators and 
librarians who make those oppor-
tunities possible every day.”

“Politically motivated book 
challenges are dangerous acts of 
censorship that harm us all,” said 
Carol Rose, Executive Director of 
the ACLU of Massachusetts. “This 
new law builds a firewall against 
such cynical acts, protecting 
students’ freedom to read and learn 
and respecting the expertise of pro-
fessional educators and librarians. 
All students should have access to 
a diverse collection of materials, 
reflecting a wide range of experi-
ences, identities and challenges. 
This promotes free expression and 
helps our society build tolerance, 
empathy and understanding.”

Rep. John Gaskey (R-Carver) was 
the only legislator to vote against 

the measure when it was approved 
by the House and Senate. “[The 
bill] makes it more difficult for 
school committees to challenge 
book selections made by librarians, 
especially regarding LGBT+ type 
books that are usually so explicit 
that they cannot be read in public 
meetings or even on YouTube with-
out being age restricted,” Gaskey 
said. “This is not about banning 
books as they are all available in a 
multitude of locations, especially 
the public library. This is about 
protecting youth from explicit ma-
terial, regardless of the topic.”

ABORTION (H 5595)
By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law legislation that 
would loosen restrictions on abortions that 
can be performed after 24 weeks of gesta-
tion. The bill removes existing require-
ments that limit abortions at 24 weeks of 
pregnancy or later to four specific medical 
circumstances, and instead allows licensed 
physicians and providers to rely on their 
best medical judgment when caring for 
patients.

Supporters said that under current law, the 
four specific categories do not account for 
the full spectrum of medical conditions 
encountered by women and their doctors: 
protecting the patient’s life or physical or 
mental health, or cases involving a lethal 
fetal anomaly or a grave fetal diagnosis.

“I’ve heard heartbreaking stories from 
women and families who were preparing to 
welcome a healthy baby into their family, 
only to receive devastating news later in 
their pregnancy,” said Gov, Healey. “Instead 
of being able to rely on the doctors they 
knew and trusted at home, they were 
forced to travel hundreds of miles and 
pay out of their pockets while navigating 
unimaginable grief. That should never hap-

pen in Massachusetts. This law continues 
our efforts to have the strongest abortion 
protections in the country because in Mas-
sachusetts, we believe health care decisions 
should be made between women and their 
doctors.”

“As the Trump Administration ramps up 
attacks on reproductive care and abortion 
access nationwide, Massachusetts must 
continue closing gaps in care so that 
women have full autonomy over the care 
they need, when and where they need it,” 
said Sen. Robyn Kennedy (D-Worcester), 
Senate sponsor of the bill. “The Prioritizing 
Patient Access to Care Act ensures Massa-
chusetts patients do not have to leave the 
commonwealth to get the care they need, 
and empowers physicians to support their 
patients throughout their pregnancies. 
Thank you to all the advocates who have 
brought this bill to fruition, especially the 
women who have shared their experienc-
es.”

“Throughout relentless attacks on 
reproductive rights, Massachusetts has 
prioritized the fundamental rights and 
health care of its residents,” said Rep. 
Christine Barber (D-Somerville), House 
sponsor of the bill. “This law ensures 

access to care by empowering physicians 
to use their professional judgment to 
make decisions in the best interest of their 
patients. Pregnancy is complex, and I am 
grateful the House advanced this bill to 
eliminate barriers and guarantee medical 
expertise as the standard of care. It comes 
down to a simple, but powerful conviction: 
decisions about abortion care must remain 
between a patient and their provider. No 
one else. Today, we show our commitment 
to protecting the rights of our residents of 
the commonwealth.”

Opponents said the legislation allows elec-
tive abortions up to birth based solely on 
a physician’s professional judgment. They 
said it eliminates the current requirement 
that complex late-term abortions be per-
formed in a hospital setting, thus allowing 
abortions on healthy mothers and healthy 
infants at a stage when unborn children 
can feel pain and may be able to survive 
outside the womb.

Myrna Maloney Flynn, president of Massa-
chusetts Citizens for Life said, “Legalizing 
elective abortion up to birth on healthy 
moms and healthy, pain-capable infants 
is not about a doctor-patient relationship 
but rather abortionists normalizing infant 

death and pressuring vulnerable women 
to permit their unborn children to die in 
heinous acts of violence, which are among 
the most severe human rights assaults 
allowed in only a few places, among them 
China and North Korea.”

Flynn continued, “The fight for life in 
Massachusetts has been built over decades 
by advocates, supporters, volunteers and 
organizations willing to stand for life 
even when the political environment was 
difficult. The signing of this law does not 
erase that work. Instead, it gives us a new 
opportunity to build on it. We can use this 
national exposure to educate new audienc-
es about abortion later in pregnancy and 
about the options available to women in-
stead of abortion. We can earn hearts and 
minds with the truth. Abortion is a choice, 
and we can make that choice unthinkable. 
That’s our main effort now.”

“It should shock the conscience that tens of 
thousands of unborn Americans are bar-
barically dismembered limb by limb and 
torn apart every single year,” said Marjorie 
Dannenfelser, president of the pro-life 
group Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America. 
“Sadly, that number will only increase with 
Gov. Healey’s approval of the Abortion Up 

Until Birth Bill. The GOP must abandon 
the ‘leave it to the states’ position – a stance 
that permits egregious late-term abortion 
laws like this one – and advance national 
protections for unborn children. Without 
a minimum national standard, the United 
States remains one of only eight countries 
worldwide that allows abortion at any 
point in pregnancy. We must do all we can 
to turn the page on America’s ugly chapter 
of late-term abortion.”

“Every legislator who voted for this bill 
needs to be held accountable — and that 
starts with people like you taking action, 
running for office or volunteering,” said the 
Massachusetts Family Action on its web-
site. “The coming fall elections are a critical 
moment for the future of Massachusetts.”

BANNING SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKS AND MATERIALS (H 5489)
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 

and absolutely worth checking 
them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned 
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 

please reach out and we will do 
our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Applications to vote by mail due August 
25; early voting runs August 22–28 at 
Somerville City Hall

SOMERVILLE—Don’t let a busy sched-
ule prevent you from exercising your 
right to vote. Somerville is reminding 
community members of important vot-
ing deadlines and how to vote early, by 
mail, or in person in the State Primary 

Election on Tuesday, September 1.

Vote Early
Early voting for the Primary Election 
will be held from Saturday, August 22, 
through Friday, August 28, in the lower 
level of City Hall (93 Highland Ave.).

Early Voting Hours:
Saturday, August 22: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, August 23: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday–Wednesday, August 24–26: 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 27: 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m.
Friday, August 28: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.

Vote-By-Mail
The City’s Elections Department has 
begun mailing vote-by-mail ballots to 
voters for the September 1 State Primary 
Election. Ballots will continue to be 
mailed regularly as applications are 

received and processed.

Applications to vote by mail must be re-
ceived by the Elections Office by 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 25. You can apply 
online at somervillema.gov/votebymail, 
pick up an application at the office of 
the Elections Department at City Hall, 
or request that one be mailed to you by 
calling Elections at 617-625-6600 ext. 
4200.

How to return your ballot:
Place your completed ballot in the or-
ange ballot envelope and sign the voter’s 
affidavit.
Return it as early as possible using an 
Official Election Drop Box, by mail, or 
to the Elections Office.

Drop off Your Completed Application or 
Ballot Citywide
To help make it more convenient to 
return completed applications or ballots, 

the Elections Department has placed 
blue drop boxes citywide, which are 
checked daily by staff.

Locations:
City Hall Concourse – 93 Highland Ave.
East Somerville Community School 
(Glen St. entrance) – across from 66 
Glen St.
Argenziano School – 290 Washington 
St.
SHA Mystic Activity Center (rear) – 530 
Mystic Ave.
St. Catherine of Genoa Church parish 
parking lot – near 182 Summer St. 
(corner of Spring St.)
Somerville Armory – 191 Highland Ave.
Somerville Community Baptist Church 
– 31 College Ave.
Dilboy Post – near 351 Summer St.
Tufts Administrative Building – 167 
Holland St.
West Somerville Neighborhood School 
– 177 Powder House Blvd.

All drop boxes except the one at City 
Hall will close at 6 p.m. on Election Day. 
Only the City Hall drop box will remain 
open until 8 p.m.

Key Election Reminders
Election Day is Tuesday, September 1
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Find your polling location at somerville-
ma.gov/mysomerville
Offices on the Ballot
Offices on the ballot include Governor, 
Senator in Congress, Representative in 
Congress, Lieutenant Governor, Attor-
ney General, District Attorney, Secretary 
of State, Treasurer, Auditor, Councillor, 
Senator in General Court, Representa-
tive in General Court, and Register of 
Probate.

For more information about voting in 
Somerville, go to somervillema.gov/
elections.

Somerville Sharing How to Vote Early or By Mail in the State Primary Election

MEDAL OF FIDELITY LICENSE PLATE (H 5624)

House 157-0 approved 
and sent to the Senate a 
bill that would authorize 
the creation of a license 

plate honoring Medal of 
Fidelity recipients and 
their families. This medal 
is provided to the next 
of kin of a Massachusetts 
service member or veter-
an whose death was a re-
sult of service-connected 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order; a service-connect-
ed traumatic brain injury; 
or a service-connected 
disease or injury related 
to exposure to harmful 

toxins, herbicides, agents 
or materials, where the 
exposure occurred while 
serving in the U.S. armed 
forces (active duty or 
reserves), or while serving 
in the Massachusetts Na-
tional Guard. The new li-
cense plate created under 
this bill would be made 
available by the Registry 
of Motor Vehicles free of 
charge to recipients of the 
Medal of Fidelity.

“The Medal of Fidelity 
was established four years 
ago to honor our state’s 
fallen veterans and their 
surviving family mem-
bers,” said sponsor Rep. 
Brad Jones (R-North 
Reading). “Providing a 
Medal of Fidelity license 
plate is a way to further 
recognize and thank our 
military families and 
their loved ones for their 

service and sacrifice on 
behalf of our country.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

The Medford Police De-
partment is investigating 
a shooting that occurred 
at approximately 11:15pm 
on Sunday, August 16, 
2026, in the area of 389 
Salem Street. No injuries 
were reported.

Police are asking residents 
and business owners in 

the surrounding area 
to review any available 
security, doorbell, or sur-
veillance camera footage 
between 11:00pm and 
1:00am. This includes 
the areas of Salem Street, 
Sheridan Avenue, Grant 
Avenue, Central Avenue, 
Spring Street, Morrison 
Park, Linwood Street, 

Emerald Street, and sur-
rounding streets.

Two suspects are believed 
to have been involved. 
Both were wearing dark 
clothing, and one may 
have been wearing a cam-
ouflage hooded sweat-
shirt.

Anyone with information 
or potentially relevant 
video footage is asked 
to contact the Medford 
Police Detective Division 
at 781-391-6767.

This incident remains 
under investigation.

Medford Police Investigating Shooting on Salem Street

SOMERVILLE – Permit ap-
plicants in Somerville have 
recently received emails that 
appear to come from the 
City of Somerville request-
ing payment. Despite use of 
official logos, correct titles, 
and real staff names, these 

messages were fraudulent. 
The City is sharing infor-
mation on how you can stay 
protected against potential 
scams.

What to know:
The City of Somerville 
will never ask you to send 
money via gift cards, peer-
to-peer apps (like Venmo or 
Cash App), cryptocurrency, 
or wire transfers to un-
known accounts.
Official City emails come 
from @somervillema.gov 
addresses.
Fees are requested only 
through the City’s standard 

billing/invoice processes or 
our official online payment 
portals, such as Citizenserve.

How to protect yourself:
Pause and verify. If you get a 
payment request you weren’t 
expecting, don’t click links 
or send funds.
Check the sender. Confirm 
the full email address (not 
just the display name).
Contact us directly. For-
ward suspicious messages 
regarding permit fees to 
planning@somervillema.gov 
and we’ll confirm whether 
it’s legitimate.
Report it. If you believe you 

were targeted, let us know. 
You can also report phishing 
to your email provider—and 
if funds were sent, to local 
law enforcement.

Quick scam telltales include 
urgent “pay now” demands, 
payment methods the 
City doesn’t use, links to 
non-somervillema.gov sites, 

misspelled lookalike do-
mains (for example, “somer-
vi11e” with two capital I’s or 
two numeral 1’s), or invoices 
or fees you weren’t previous-
ly notified about.

Somerville:Scam Alert for Special Permit Applicants
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.
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BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

By Bob Katzen

The Senate approved a 
House-ap- proved bill that 
would allow credit unions to 
compensate their board mem-
bers for their service. Under 

current law, board members 
may only be reimbursed for 
expenses incurred in the per-
formance of their duties.

“I was proud to sponsor this 
legislation which would mod-

ernize current law by allowing 
credit unions to compensate 
their board members for their 
service,” said Sen. Pavel Payano 
(D-Lawrence). “This bill would 
permit compensation to be set 
and approved by the member-

ship at an annual meeting, giv-
ing credit unions the flexibility 
to determine appropriate levels 
of compensation as needed … 
Credit unions play a vital role 
in supporting our communities, 
and this update will help them 

attract and retain strong leader-
ship, strengthen their institu-
tions, and enhance their ability 
to serve their members.”

ALLOW CREDIT UNIONS TO PAY THEIR BOARD MEMBERS (H 1338)

SOMERVILLE – The Somerville Mobile 
Farmers Market is hitting the road once 
again, returning on Thursday, July 9, 
for the 2026 season. The market brings 
fresh, affordable, local produce to four 
city locations Thursdays through Satur-
days and runs through October 31.

All produce is sourced from local farms 
and priced affordably to make healthy, 

fresh food accessible to all. The mobile 
market accepts cash, debit and credit 
cards, SNAP, Fresh Connect, WIC 
Farmers Market Coupons, and Senior 
Farmers Market Coupons. All are 
welcome.

Market Locations and Times:
Thursdays, 4 to 6 p.m.
o Clarendon Hill Towers, 1372 Broad-

way
Fridays, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
o Council on Aging, 167 Holland Street
Fridays, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
o Somerville Public Library – East 
Branch, 115 Broadway
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (noon)
o Mystic Housing Development, 25B 
Memorial Road

For the full schedule, weekly produce 
updates, and more information about 
programs and events, visit the market’s 
website at somervillemobilefarmers-
market.org.

Somerville Mobile Farmers Market Returns July 9 Mobile Market Brings Fresh, 
Affordable Local Produce to Locations Across the City



       12                    Tuesday August 18th, 2026          					      The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Earn $250 for the workday, 
6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

SOMERVILLE– The City of 
Somerville is seeking stand-
by polling place workers for 
the upcoming State Pri-
mary Election on Tuesday, 
September 1. Many poll 
workers are needed to sup-
port operations and con-
duct a successful election.

Standby poll workers 

must be ready to step in as 
needed on Election Day: 
Tuesday, September 1, 
2026. The workday starts 
at 6:30 a.m. and ends after 
the polls close at 8 p.m., 
with a two-hour break. Poll 
workers would serve in the 
following role:

Inspectors – Check off 

names as voters check in, 
assist at the voting ma-
chine, or staff the demon-
stration table. Inspectors 
also help set up and break 
down the precinct. The 
compensation is $250 per 
day.
To apply, please email 
Human Resources at hrad-
min@somervillema.gov. 

Applicants will be contact-
ed and hired as needed up 
until Election Day.

To learn more, please con-
tact the Elections Office at 
617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

Somerville Seeks Standby Polling Place Workers for State Primary Election Tuesday, September 1

SOMERVILLE — Want to learn street hock-
ey or archery as an adult? Join a free teen 
volleyball clinic and grab a Neighborhood 
Restaurant sandwich after practice? Explore 
a new adaptive arts-and-crafts program or 
enjoy a Friday teen night out with games, 
pizza, and friends?

Somerville’s 2026 Fall Program Guide is 
now available, featuring hundreds of ways 
for residents of all ages and abilities to move, 
learn, play, and connect this season.

“This fall, Somerville Rec is expanding its 

lineup, bringing back activities we haven’t 
offered in some time, and trying entirely 
new things,” said Mayor Wilson. “I’m 
delighted our lineup gives residents of all 
ages and abilities more ways to get active, 
connect with neighbors, and try something 
new.”

Residents can also explore youth sports and 
enrichment programs, adult fitness classes, 
aquatics and swim lessons, seasonal special 
events, community celebrations, and much 
more including a range of new programs.

Highlights and new programs include:
A free teen volleyball clinic at Assembly 
Row, complete with grab-and-go sandwich-
es from the Neighborhood Restaurant
Adult learn-to-play street hockey and 
archery using wooden recurve bows
Adaptive sports clinics for students in 
grades K–5 and 6–12
Women’s pickup basketball and adult bas-
ketball, kickball, and softball leagues
Free teen open gyms, art lounges, events, 
and other drop-in activities through the 
Teen Program Membership
A new adaptive arts-and-crafts program

A free Adaptive Teen Night Out with games, 
crafts, pizza, and time to socialize

The online guide will be updated through-
out the season as new programs and 
information become available. Residents 
can explore current offerings and register at 
somervillerec.com.

For registration assistance, email ParksRec@
SomervilleMA.gov or call 617-625-6600 
ext. 2980.

Somerville Recreation’s 2026 Fall Program Guide Is Here
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: How would you consider the people friendly 
Process on Building an ADU in Somerville? 

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Massachusetts has some 
of the best doctors, nurs-
es, hospitals, and medical 
innovators in the country. 
But for too many patients, 
that excellence is out of 
reach.

Families wait too long for 
appointments, small busi-
nesses struggle with insur-
ance costs, seniors worry 
about prescriptions, and 
nurses and doctors are 
buried under paperwork 
instead of spending more 
time with patients. For all 
the medical talent we have 
in this state, the system is 

too expensive, confusing, 
and exhausting.

That is why I appreciate 
Mike Minogue’s Patients 
First plan. It focuses on 
practical reforms: expand-
ing community-based 
care, improving access to 
mental health services, 
making prices easier to 
compare, lowering pre-
scription drug costs, 
reducing delays from prior 
authorization, and giving 
small businesses and fam-
ilies more options when 
buying coverage.

Just as important, Mike 
is listening to the peo-
ple who actually deliver 
healthcare. Physicians, 
nurses, and hospital 
leaders understand where 
the system breaks down 
because they see it every 
day. Mike’s background 
in medical technology 
and experience purchas-
ing health insurance for 
employees gives him a 
real-world understanding 
of both the patient side 
and the employer side.

Massachusetts should 
be the national leader in 

health care access, quality, 
and affordability. Right 
now, too many people are 
being squeezed by costs 
and delays.
Mike Minogue has a se-
rious plan to put patients 
first, and that is why I’ll be 
voting for him on Novem-
ber 3rd.

Brian McCarthy, born and 
raised in Somerville.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Letter to the Editor

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

I’m a homeowner building 
a backyard cottage/ADU 
here in Somerville, and I 
thought I’d share my costs 
and experience along the 
way and hopefully answer 
some questions for any-
one considering doing the 

same.

Somerville already had 
accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs) when it over-
hauled its zoning in 2019, 
but it calls them “back-
yard cottages.” Backyard 
cottages have somewhat 
more stringent zoning 
requirements, but in 
theory you can build up to 

~1,500 square feet if you 
meet all of the setback and 
other requirements. The 
state-protected ADU law 
allows up to 900 square 
feet with more relaxed 
requirements. In theory, 
under state law, you could 
build both if you have 
enough room on your lot, 
although the city is work-
ing to close that loophole.

I’m building a 
~1,500-square-foot, 
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath-
room backyard cottage 
for my aging parents. I 
expect the final cost to 
land somewhere around 
$400k–$500k and about 
3-4 months to complete. 
On average you’d pay a 
GC 20%-25% to manage 

this project, in theory by 
taking on another full 
time job that is what I 
am saving. The market 
value of these cottages 
are about $1.3mm here: 
https://www.zillow.com/
homedetails/16-Ham-
let-St-16-Somer-
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy, please post this in your news pa-
per and online. A Somerville resident 
received this notice in the mail.

It’s almost believable with the excep-
tion of the payment address, the photo 
is incorrectly poised. Please warn 
residents to ignore this fake notice it’s 
a scam. If you can highlight the areas 
that prove it’s fraud

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Fake Somerville Bills
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten 
Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@
somervillema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

MAKE JURASSIC ARMORED MUD BALL THE OFFICIAL 
SEDIMENTARY STRUCTURE OF THE STATE (H 3438)

By Bob Katzen

The House approved and sent to the Sen-
ate a bill that would designate the Jurassic 
Armored Mud Ball (JAMB) as the official 
sedimentary structure of the state.

Supporters said that these mud balls are 
one of the rarest sedimentary structures 
in the world, representing a unique 
geologic environment and are only easily 
seen in Massachusetts. They noted that 
they can be found in Greenfield, Turners 
Falls, Gill and Deerfield. They noted that 
famous Greenfield native and magician, 
Penn Jillette of Penn and Teller once said, 
“I may live in Las Vegas and travel the 
world, but my armored mud balls will al-
ways be in Greenfield. Let’s protect them.”

Richard Little, Professor Emeritus of 
Greenfield Community College is leading 
the fight to preserve and publicize the 
JAMB. “The intriguing and amusingly 
named armored mud balls formed as 
mud rolled down flooding streams and 
became coated with pebbles – the armor,” 
said Little. “These sedimentary structures 
are so rare that, in the whole world, they 
are only easily seen in the red sedimenta-
ry rocks of the Connecticut River Valley 
of Massachusetts. Officially celebrating 
them as one of Massachusetts’ symbols, 
will preserve them for future gener-
ations. After all, they are in the same 
Jurassic rock layers as our State Dinosaur 
(Podokesaurus) and State Fossil (Dino 
Footprints). That is why I am leading a 

working group of scientists and citizens 
to preserve these rare features.”

Rep. Susannah Whipps (U-Athol), the 
sponsor of the bill, did not respond to 
repeated attempts by Beacon Hill Roll 
Call asking her why she filed the measure 
and how she feels about its passage.

ALCOHOL DONATIONS FOR CHAR-
ITIES (H 5351) – The Senate approved 
legislation that would allow local 
licensing authorities to issue temporary 
licenses to charities in order for the chari-
ties to accept donations of wine, beer and 
alcohol for their charitable events. These 
licenses were previously allowed under 
1997 legislation, but the authorization 
has since expired.

In April, the House approved a different 
version of the bill and the Senate version 
now goes to the House for consideration.

“As the Senate Chair of the Committee 
on Consumer Protection and Profes-
sional Licensure, I worked with Senate 
colleagues on this legislation once it 
was passed by the House,” said Sen. 
Pavel Payano (D-Lawrence). “This bill 
would permanently codify the ability for 
local licensing authorities to issue and 
regulate temporary licenses for charitable 
organizations to serve alcohol at their 
events. We look forward to working 
with our House colleagues to finalize the 
legislation.”

“Today, more than ever, nonprofits are 
in need of charitable donations to stay 
afloat,” said sponsor Rep. Joan Meschino 
(D-Hull) when a different version of the 
measure was approved by the House in 
April. “This bill would allow for safe and 
regulated alcohol licensure for nonprofits 
in order to raise revenue at charity events 
by partnering with alcohol manufactur-
ers, wholesalers or retailers.”

THE TRAFFIC COMMIS-
SION, BY THE POWER 
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A 
SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, 
CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS 
OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULA-
TIONS WITH THE ADDI-
TION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2026-132 Article V Section 
5-15 “Parking for Persons with 
Disabilities” is amended with 

the
addition of the following 
locations: 27 Concord Ave, 30 
Derby St.
2026-133 Article V Section 
5-2 “Loading/Service Zones” 
is amended with the addition 
of the
following location: Full time 
loading zone at the two spaces 
at 500 Medford St.
2026-134 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the
addition of the following loca-
tions: No Parking Any Time on 
the west side of Grand Union 
Blvd,
from approximately 140 ft 
south of Foley St to approxi-
mately 265 ft south of Foley St 
and No
Parking Any Time on the east 
side of Grand Union Blvd, from 

approximately 150 ft south of
Foley St to approximately 270 ft 
south of Foley St.
2026-135 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the
addition of the following loca-
tion: School Bus Parking Only 
6:00am-4:00pm, Monday-Fri-
day,
Sept-June, 2 hour except by 
permit parking 4:00pm-2:30am, 
and permit parking only 
2:30am-
6:00am on the west side of 
Webster Ave, from approxi-
mately 40 ft south of Washing-
ton St to
approximately 190 ft south of 
Washington St.
2026-136 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the
addition of the following loca-

tion: School Bus Parking Only 
6:00am-4:00pm, Mon-Fri, Sept-
June, and permit parking all 
other times on the west side of 
Franklin St, from approximately 
60 ft
north of Perkins St to approx-
imately 195 ft north of Perkins 
St.
2026-137 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the
addition of the following 
location: School Arrival Only 
6:00am-9:00am and permit 
parking all
other times on the west side of 
Franklin St, from approximately 
195 ft north of Perkins St to
approximately 270 ft north of 
Perkins St.
2026-138 Article V Section 
5-10 “Safety Zones” is amend-
ed as follows: Fire Lanes on 

Hooker
Ave, in a southerly direction 
on the odd side of Hooker Ave 
29 ft from Endicott Ave to the 
dead
end at the chain link fence and 
the width of the dead end of 
Hooker Ave from curb to curb 
for a
length of 26 ft (replacing the 
currently regulated fire lane).

PROMULGATED: AUGUST 
4, 2026
ADVERTISED: AUGUST 11, 
2026
AUGUST 18, 2026
AUGUST 25, 2026
EFFECTIVE: SEPTEMBER 2, 
2026

Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly 08/11/26, 08/25/26, 
09/02/26

Legal Ad Notice
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Mount Vernon Restaurant

New to Somerville? Start Here.

City shares moving essentials, helpful 
resources, a warm welcome, and ways 
to connect during the Year of the 
Neighbor

SOMERVILLE—Moving season is here, 
and the City of Somerville is welcom-
ing new and returning residents with 
a guide to getting settled, finding City 
services, and becoming part of the 
community.

“Somerville is a very special place to 
call home, so we want to help people 
not just navigate moving in but feel a 
part of the community, ” said Mayor 
Jake Wilson. “The Year of the Neighbor 
reminds us that a strong city is built 
on connection and looking out for one 
another. I’m excited to see all the ways 
our new residents will contribute to the 
community and make Somerville their 
own.”

Your First Stop: Somerville 311

Have a question about City services 
and aren’t sure where to begin? Start 
with 311.

Somerville 311 is available 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week to answer 
City-related questions, address service 
requests, or connect you with the right 
department. It’s also the place to turn 
for many moving essentials, including 
reserving curb space for a moving 
van, arranging mattress or box-spring 
pickup, and requesting extra trash 
collection.

Contact 311 by:
Calling or texting 3-1-1 from within 
Somerville or 617-666-3311 from else-
where or on cellphones
Emailing 311requests@somervillema.
gov
Visiting somervillema.gov/311 for 
online requests and live chat
Downloading the 311 Somerville app 
for iOS or Android
Messaging on Facebook, Instagram, or 
Bluesky

Getting Settled
A little advance planning can help make 
you a local in no time. Here’s where you 
can get started:
Parking and moving permits: Somer-
ville is a dense city where curb space is 
limited. Visit somervillema.gov/parking 
for information about reserving space 
for a moving van or container, applying 
for a resident parking permit, obtaining 
visitor passes, and understanding street 
sweeping and snow emergency rules.

Trash and recycling: Find your collec-
tion day, learn how to dispose of mov-
ing boxes and other items, and search 
the City’s Waste Wizard at somerville-
ma.gov/trash for info on how to dispose 
of or recycle just about anything.
Utilities and City services: Visit somer-
villema.gov/water for water and sewer 
information and somervillema.gov/dpw 
for information about trash, recycling, 
streets, trees, and other public works 
services. Visit somervillema.gov/mov-
ing for information on electricity, gas, 
and telecom providers.
Explore your neighborhood: Find your 
ward, elected officials, nearby City 
facilities, and other local information 
through MySomerville. Residents can 
also find City Council contact informa-
tion at somervillema.gov/citycouncil 
and School Committee information at 
somerville.k12.ma.us/schoolcommittee. 
Connect with Mayor Wilson via somer-
villema.gov/mayor.
Housing support: The Office of Housing 
Stability offers information and assis-
tance for renters at somervillema.gov/
OHS. Residents can contact 311 for 
help with unsafe housing conditions or 
questions for Inspectional Services.
Join the Year of the Neighbor: Through-
out 2026, the City is highlighting 
programs, events, and simple ways res-
idents can build stronger connections 
with the people around them. Learn 
more and get involved at somervillema.
gov/neighbor.

“Engaged, diverse, and intelligent 
people are what make Somerville such 

an exciting and interesting place to 
live,” said Ward Six Councilor and City 
Council President Lance Davis. “I love 
the energy that new folks bring into the 
city and I encourage everyone to find 
their community and get involved.”

Stay in the Know about City News + 
Updates
The easiest way to keep up with every-
thing happening across Somerville is to 
sign up for City updates.
At somervillema.gov/subscribe, resi-
dents can subscribe to the main City 
newsletter for a weekly overview as well 
as newsletters focused on topics such 
as construction, climate action, events, 
public meetings, and neighborhood 
news.
Residents should also register for City 
Alerts at somervillema.gov/alerts to 
receive urgent information about gen-
eral emergencies, snow emergencies, 
construction, water interruptions, and 
other important issues by text, email, or 
phone. Alerts are available in multiple 
languages.
To find official City, department, 
library, and multilingual social media 
accounts, visit somervillema.gov/social-
media. Residents are also encouraged 
to seek out and support Somerville’s 
independent local news outlets.

“Welcome to Somerville! Our public 
schools are a place where high-quality 
education meets a deep commitment 
to celebrating every unique learner,” 
said School Committee Chair Emily 
Ackman. “We are thrilled to welcome 

your family to our public school com-
munity, and we hope to see you soon as 
a student, caregiver, or volunteer.”

Get Involved and Mark Your Calendar
Don’t miss Civic Day, Thursday, 
September 10, 5-7 p.m. at City Hall, 
93 Highland Ave.: Learn about your 
local government and services at this 
annual science fair meets fun fair style 
event with City info, family-friendly 
activities, small giveaways, and food. 
Tour City Hall, meet elected officials 
and staff from across City departments, 
learn about or access services, and 
enjoy games, activities, food, and small 
giveaways.
Plan to attend the City Hall Communi-
ty Meeting in your ward this fall: Sign 
up for the City newsletter at http://
www.somervillema.gov/subscribe to get 
the schedule. These are a great way to 
meet your electeds and neighbors while 
exploring local projects and issues in a 
casual walk-about event with free pizza.
Don’t just live in Somerville, Be Somer-
ville: Find ways to get involved on the 
Be Somerville page somervillema.gov/
besomerville and the online City calen-
dar somervillema.gov/calendar. There 
are many ways to be a part of civic life: 
Join a commission, take a survey, attend 
a community meeting or discussion, 
and more.

Whether you need help navigating 
move-in day, want to learn what’s hap-
pening on your block, or are ready to 
get involved in the community, Somer-
ville 311 and somervillema.gov are here 
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

MAKE JURASSIC ARMORED MUD BALL THE OFFICIAL 
SEDIMENTARY STRUCTURE OF THE STATE (H 3438)

By Bob Katzen

House 154-0, approved a bill 
that would expand a current 
law that requires motorists to 
slow down and make every 
effort to change lanes if they are 
approaching a stationary emer-
gency, maintenance or recovery 
vehicle with flashing lights on a 
highway. The bill would expand 
the law to require motorists to 

do the same when approaching 
a stationary utility truck–de-
fined as a vehicle being used to 
install, maintain, repair, operate 
or restore communications ser-
vice, electric or gas distribution 
or transmission service in an 
emergency.

The Senate has approved a 
different version of the measure 

and the House version now 
goes to the Senate for consid-
eration.

Rep. Jim Arciero (D-Westford), 
House chair of the Committee 
on Transportation, said the that 
the bill is a sensible change to 
an important law and updates 
the “move over” law to extend 
its protections to utility vehicles 
and workers at the roadside. He 

noted that the measure, which 
got overwhelming support in 
the Transportation Commit-
tee, also increases penalties for 
repeat offenses and requires 
an education component for 
motorists who commit multiple 
offenses. He said that the Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles would 
be required to produce a public 
service campaign on the move 
over law.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul 
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyter-
hoeven Yes

EXPAND THE “MOVE OVER” LAW (H 5622)

By Bob Katzen

The House approved and sent to the Senate 
a bill that would designate the Jurassic 
Armored Mud Ball (JAMB) as the official 
sedimentary structure of the state.

Supporters said that these mud balls are 
one of the rarest sedimentary structures in 
the world, representing a unique geologic 
environment and are only easily seen in 
Massachusetts. They noted that they can be 
found in Greenfield, Turners Falls, Gill and 
Deerfield. They noted that famous Greenfield 
native and magician, Penn Jillette of Penn 
and Teller once said, “I may live in Las 
Vegas and travel the world, but my armored 
mud balls will always be in Greenfield. Let’s 

protect them.”

Richard Little, Professor Emeritus of Green-
field Community College is leading the fight 
to preserve and publicize the JAMB. “The 
intriguing and amusingly named armored 
mud balls formed as mud rolled down flood-
ing streams and became coated with pebbles 
– the armor,” said Little. “These sedimentary 
structures are so rare that, in the whole 
world, they are only easily seen in the red 
sedimentary rocks of the Connecticut River 
Valley of Massachusetts. Officially celebrating 
them as one of Massachusetts’ symbols, will 
preserve them for future generations. After 
all, they are in the same Jurassic rock layers 
as our State Dinosaur (Podokesaurus) and 
State Fossil (Dino Footprints). That is why I 

am leading a working group of scientists and 
citizens to preserve these rare features.”

Rep. Susannah Whipps (U-Athol), the spon-
sor of the bill, did not respond to repeated 
attempts by Beacon Hill Roll Call asking her 
why she filed the measure and how she feels 
about its passage.

ALCOHOL DONATIONS FOR CHARITIES 
(H 5351) – The Senate approved legislation 
that would allow local licensing authorities to 
issue temporary licenses to charities in order 
for the charities to accept donations of wine, 
beer and alcohol for their charitable events. 
These licenses were previously allowed under 
1997 legislation, but the authorization has 
since expired.

In April, the House approved a different 
version of the bill and the Senate version now 
goes to the House for consideration.

“As the Senate Chair of the Committee on 
Consumer Protection and Professional Licen-
sure, I worked with Senate colleagues on this 
legislation once it was passed by the House,” 
said Sen. Pavel Payano (D-Lawrence). “This 
bill would permanently codify the ability 
for local licensing authorities to issue and 
regulate temporary licenses for charitable 
organizations to serve alcohol at their events. 
We look forward to working with our House 
colleagues to finalize the legislation.”

“Today, more than ever, nonprofits are in 

need of charitable donations to stay afloat,” 
said sponsor Rep. Joan Meschino (D-Hull) 
when a different version of the measure was 
approved by the House in April. “This bill 
would allow for safe and regulated alcohol 
licensure for nonprofits in order to raise 
revenue at charity events by partnering 
with alcohol manufacturers, wholesalers or 
retailers.”



18                Tuesday August 18th, 2026           		        The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

Apply by Monday, September 
14

SOMERVILLE – Applica-
tions are now open for the 
sale of six deed-restricted 
condominiums at One Inman 
Square (121 Prospect St.) to 
eligible, first-time homebuy-
ers. Units will be sold at below 
market price through the City 
of Somerville’s Inclusionary 
Housing Program.

One-, two-, and three-bed-
room units are available and 
will be offered to households 
with a yearly gross income at 
or below 80% of Area Median 
Income (AMI) at price tier P1, 
to households between 80% 
and 110% AMI at price tier 
P2, and to households be-
tween 110% and 140% AMI at 
price tier P3.

How to Apply:
Apply now through 5 p.m. on 
Monday, September 14.

Pre-lottery applications are 
available online at somerville-
ma.gov/inclusionaryhousing 
or apply now at maloneyaf-
fordable.com/condominiums/
one-inman-square/ .

Completed applications can be 
emailed to oneinmansquare@
maloneyproperties.com, or 
mailed or delivered to Ma-
loney Properties, Inc. Attn: 
One Inman Square Lottery, 
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 
02481.

For more information on the 
City’s Inclusionary Housing 
Program, visit somervillema.
gov/inclusionaryhousing.

More About One Inman 
Square:
One Inman Square is a 
mixed-income development 
located in Somerville, MA, 
consisting of 32 condo-
miniums. Six units will be 

designated as income-re-
stricted. Affordable units will 
not have any difference in 
finishes from the market-rate 
units. Each kitchen shall be 
equipped with a refrigerator, 
stove, dishwasher, and micro-
wave. In addition, all units will 
have an electric washer and 
dryer in the unit. Owners will 
be responsible for all utili-
ties, which include electricity 
(heating/cooling, hot water, 
cooking & general). Cable & 
Internet are optional utilities 
at this property. Buyers of In-
clusionary units 103, 207, and 
303 shall have a right of first 
refusal to purchase a parking 
space at a reduced cost. This 
development also includes 
six bicycle spaces that will 
be reserved for Inclusionary 
households.

Somerville Inclusionary Homeownership Opportunity at One Inman Square



20      Tuesday August 18th, 2026                                                                                                                                                                         The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

SOMERVILLE– On Tues-
day, September 1, 2026, 
the State of Massachusetts 
will hold its Primary Elec-
tion, which will narrow 
the candidate pool before 
the November Election on 
Tuesday, November 3.

The offices on the ballot 
for this election include:

Senator in Congress
Lieutenant Governor
Attorney General
District Attorney
Secretary of State
Treasurer
Auditor
Councillor
Senator in General Court
Representative in General 
Court
Register of Probate
The primary election is 
open to all registered vot-
ers in Somerville. Somer-
ville voters can vote one of 
three ways: by mail, early 
in person , or in person at 
your polling location on 
Primary Election Day.

Register to Vote in the 
State Primary by Saturday, 

August 22

You can register one of 
three ways:

Online at somervillema.
gov/registertovote,
In-person at Somerville 
City Hall (93 Highland 
Ave.).
Or by calling the Elec-
tions Department (617-
625-6600 ext. 4200) and 
requesting a voter regis-
tration form. Or by calling 
311 (617-666-3311) and 
they will connect you to 
Elections.
The registration deadline 
is Saturday, August 22 
at midnight online or in 
person by 5 p.m. City Hall 
will be open on August 22 
from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00p.m. 
You also may mail in your 
registration form, but it 
must be postmarked by 
August 22nd.

Vote Early at City Hall, 
August 22-28

Vote early in the Primary 
Election in the lower level 
of City Hall from Satur-

day, August 22, through 
Friday, August 28. The 
schedule is as follows:

August 22 – Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
August 23 – Sunday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
August 24-26 – Mon-
day-Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
August 27 – Thursday, 
8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
August 28 – Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
How to Vote in the State 
Primary Election by Mail

Applications to vote by 
mail must be received 
(not postmarked) by 5 
p.m., Tuesday, August 25 
(applications are accepted 
based on receipt by the 
deadline not by postmark 
date).
Download an applica-
tion or fill it out online 
at somervillema.gov/
votebymail, pick one up in 
the Elections office at City 
Hall, or request one be 
mailed to you by calling 
Elections at 617-625-6600 
ext. 4200.

Eligible voters who 
submit valid applications 
will receive their ballot in 
the mail. Ballots must be 
completed, signed, sealed, 
and received by the City 
no later than 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 1. 
Voters can check the sta-
tus of their ballot on the 
state’s website.
Email or fax (for appli-
cations only): Complet-
ed applications can be 
emailed to vote@somer-
villema.gov or faxed to 
617-625-5643. Ballots 
cannot be returned by 
email or fax.
How to return your appli-
cation and ballot:
Drop boxes: Leave it in 
a drop box at one of the 
following locations:
City Hall Concourse, 93 
Highland Ave.
East Somerville Commu-
nity School, across from 
66 Glen St.
In front of the Argenziano 
School, 290 Washington 
St.
In front of the Somer-
ville Community Baptist 
Church, 31 College Ave.

Behind the Mystic Activi-
ty Center, 530 Mystic Ave.
In front of Saint Catherine 
of Genoa Church parking 
lot, 182 Summer St.
In front of the Armory, 
191 Highland Ave.
In front of Dilboy Post, 
351 Summer St.
In front of the Tufts Ad-
ministrative Building, 167 
Holland St.
In front of the West 
Somerville Neighborhood 
School at 177 Powder 
House Blvd.
Elections office: Return 
directly to the Elections 
Department at City Hall
Mail: Send to the Elec-
tions Department, 93 
Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA 02143
For more information 
about voting in Somer-
ville, go to somervillema.
gov/elections.

Somerville Sharing Voting Information for State Primary Election
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


