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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or
WE HAVE BEEN BUSY H&:{Hﬁx‘f}‘f Real Estate are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or
e give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,

representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award

Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation

Westwood
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YELLOW CAB :
Call: (617)625-5000 ‘
TEED) | or (617)628-0600
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v £ lagos is March 7th fo

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/

'éh JLI)JIJ_IJ h';':" : Jack-Lister

WAWMASS GOV /CIVIL-SERVICE
1A '
Verani »

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments A 4
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police The SUHShlne Kids
Ofﬁcer: - .« - = . fm s mmm— s =
1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Roberta M. Brooks

Roberta M. Brooks, age
86, passed away peace-
tully, leaving behind a life
defined by love, grace,
and deep devotion to her
family. Born in Boston,
Massachusetts, Roberta
spent most of her life in
Cambridge, where she
built a life rooted in fam-
ily, friendship, and com-
munity.

She was a woman whose
presence could be felt the
moment you were around
her. She had a zest for
life, an indomitable spirit,

and she made an impact
on everyone who had the

! chance to know her. Her

strength was an inspira-
tion and throughout the
final stages of her life, she

' remained as sharp as ever

with a distinctive laugh
that will always be remem-
bered.

Roberta loved being

. around people and was

naturally at ease making
friends everywhere she
went. She loved to cook
and enjoyed sharing her
dishes with everyone. If
you complimented her ba-
nana bread, you got more
of it. Much more.

Roberta also had a deep
love of travel and ad-
venture. She especially
cherished her visits to San
Antonio to spend time
with her son Rich and his
family. Among her other
favorite destinations were
Germany, Mexico, and
Prague, along with mem-

orable trips to the United
Kingdom, Hawaii, North
Africa, and Tangier. These
journeys brought her great
joy and reflected her curi-
osity about the world and
love of experiencing new
places and cultures.

Following her “retire-
ment,” Roberta came to
work at Brooks & Crow-
ley, her son’s law firm.
Driving from Cambridge
to Dedham five days a
week, in addition to as-
sisting the attorneys in the
office, her primary roles
were bringing lunch for
Steve, sparring with Neil,
and entertaining clients
and visitors in the recep-
tion area. She always kept
a full bowl of candy on her
desk - the good stuff, not
ten-year-old butterscotch-
es — and made sure every-
one got to help themselves
to “the salad bar” on their
way out.

Above all, she was an

amazing mother, grand-
mother, and friend. Her
love for her family was
constant and uncon-
ditional, and she took
great pride in the lives
and memories they built
together. The traits she
passed on—resilience,
resourcefulness, kindness,
and the importance of
hard work—will continue
to guide her family for
generations to come.

She is survived by her
sons John, his wife Jeanne,
Steve and his wife Kim,
and Richard and his wife
Micayla, grandchildren
Ryan, Sean Manown, Zoe,
Teddy, and Benji Brooks,
Jackson Brooks and

Evan Drake, and brother
Norman Sabbey and his
wife Pat along with their
children Chris and wife
Aliya, Brian and his wife
Behhaz and Craig. She
was predeceased by her
brother John, and left
behind many other loved

ones including her sister-
in-law Esther and their
children Camille, George,
and Anne Sabbey, with
whom she shared a special
relationship.

Other loved ones who will
carry her memory in their
hearts every day include
Roberta Johnson, Roberta
Gainsboro, Thalia Pana-
nides and Marty Mcgah.

A Celebration of Life will
be held this July at a final
date and location to be
determined where family
and friends will gather to
celebrate her life and the
lasting impact she made.
For details, please reach
out to Steven Brooks,
stevenbrooks@Brooksand-
Crowley.com.

Though she is no longer
with us, Roberta’s love
remains a gift to all who
were fortunate enough to

know her. We will miss
her.

TAX AMNESTY (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 27-129, rejected an
amendment that would
authorize cities and towns
to conduct a municipal tax
amnesty program over a
two-month period, as deter-
mined by the local legisla-
tive body, any time prior to
June 30, 2029. It specifically
authorizes communities to
waive any or all penalties,

fees, charges and accrued in-
terest if the original overdue
tax assessment is paid in full.

“Many cities and towns are
struggling to balance their
budgets and still maintain
essential services,” said
amendment sponsor Rep.
Brad Jones (R-North Read-
ing). “Previous statewide

tax amnesties offered by the
Department of Revenue have

proven to be highly success-
ful, and that allowing munic-
ipalities to utilize their own
amnesty program will give
them a proven collection
tool to recover back taxes
that can help pay for critical
local services.”

Rep. Madaro opposed the
amendment and said that
we all want to offer tax relief,
but we need to do so without

unintended consequences.
He noted legislators need
more time to consider the
proposal which should be
vetted through the legislative
process including public
hearings.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment authorizing
cities and towns to conduct a
municipal tax amnesty pro-
gram. A “No” vote is against

allowing it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No Rep.
Paul Donato No Rep. Erika
Uyterhoeven No

REQUIRE VOTER ID TO VOTE

(H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 27-131, rejected an
amendment that would
require voters to present a
valid government-issued
photo identification in
order to vote, including

a Massachusetts driver’s
license or state identi-
fication card issued by
the Registry of Motor
Vehicles; a United States
passport; a United States

military identification
card; a Massachusetts-is-
sued firearm identification
card; or any other federal
or state government-is-
sued identification card
that includes a photograph
of the voter.

Amendment sponsor Rep.
Marc Lombardo, noting
that 36 other states re-
quire an ID to vote, said
the amendment would

strengthen the integrity
of our elections while
guaranteeing fairness and
access for every eligible
voter. He noted that a key
provision, ensuring voters
would not have to pay for
an ID, requires the Massa-
chusetts secretary of state
to provide a photo ID at
no cost to any registered
voter who files an affidavit
requesting one.

Rep. Daniel Hunt (D-Bos-
ton) opposed the amend-
ment and said similar
bills have come before the
Election Laws Committee
and have had zero support
while there was a signifi-
cant amount of testimony
opposing them. He noted
that there is virtually no
evidence of fraud in our
elections and argued the
amendment would cause
undue delays.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment requiring
voters to present an ID in
order to vote. A “No” vote
is against requiring it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven No
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Housing Frustrations

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News
Weekly Speakup Line,

My name is Ryan Pinto
and | am writing a de-
scription of the situation
at 22 Sargent Ave, Somer-
ville from my perspective.
[ am not a developer but
a small time mom and
pop landlord who has a
few units. I used to live in
Somerville on Marshall st
right next to Sargent Ave.
I also lived in Medford
close by for a few years
and I enjoyed my years as
a youngster in the Somer-
ville/Medford are eating
in all those sub shops
and diners and meet-

ing friends in pubs and
biking in town. I learnt
basic house construction
volunteering for Habitat
for Humanity and helped
restore houses during
hurricane Katrina and I
had a roommate who was
in construction.

The first few units that I
bought my roommate and
I did most of the work
such as flooring. drywall
tape and mud, trim work
and tiling. I used to like

fixing up old houses, plan-
ning their work matching
modern concrete with
some PSI to old mortar
and just poking around
into how old construction
was done and figuring
out how to fix it. I liked
the architecture of the old
houses in New England
which were the American
Foursquare, the victorian,
the english tudor, french
tudor and the cape cod
style and liked to read up
and study how these were
built.

I bought 22 Sargent ave,
Somerville in Feb 2024. I
increased rents to about
10% lower than fair mar-
ket value. I have attached
Section 8 voucher limits
for these units. The only
reason I increased the
rents was the mortgage
rate was over 7% and to
break even on three units I
needed about 8300/- from
3 units combined to meet
the mortgage. I was will-
ing to take a small loss on
the rent if all the units did
not add up to 8300. I was
willing to reduce the rent
but was not willing to lose
about 40K year based on

their old rents. I did not
want to lose the property
in a foreclosure. Somer-
ville was increasing water
and sewer bills at 12% year
on year. Property taxes

for this building climbed
from about 6000/- in 2016
to 12,300 in 2026.

Over 10 years Somerville
has increased property
taxes for this building by
about 90%. I have a young
family with three kids and
my youngest was 3 years
at that time and losing
close to 40K a year with
older rents was not finan-
cially feasible to me.

Once notices to quit were
sent tenants did not want
increases nor did they
want to quit but we were
in a period of negotiation.
I was not interested in
going down the path of
evictions and I made that
clear in emails to them.
Section 8 voucher comps
for a 1 bed in that area of
Somerville is 2500/-per
unit. thought asking for
2200 and then dropping to
2000/- and locking it for a
few years at 2000/- was a
reasonable request. I could

go down to maybe 1900/-
but anything lower than
that would risk foreclosure
and serious financial loss.

I offered to sell the build-
ing to a non-profit of their
choice at a break even or
small loss and Somerville
Land Trust and Somerville
Community Corporation
looked at purchasing it. I
offered to take city fund-
ing, Section 8 voucher, I
also offered cash settle-
ments of over 5000/- as
long as they signed in
court. I also offered units
at another property that I
own in Wakefield which
had better condition units
close to their old rents
and a cheaper mortgage.
It appears they wanted
the cash settlements but
were not willing to sign

in court. There seem to be
other forces at play who
wanted the publicity of
this situation with activists
and protesters who likely
wanted the media cover-
age of this situation and
wanted to portray me as

a developer and a luxury
builder which I am not. I
have attached the negoti-
ation letters. In their last

letter they seem to say
give in to their demands
of 10K per unit as the
neighbors got 15k from a
developer or they would
have media coverage and a
long dragged out process.

I was willing to give them
money but I wanted them
to sign in court as there
was no guarantee that
after giving them mon-
ey whether I would get
my property back. I just
wanted my property back
and that is all. It is my
understanding that the
litigation expenses for the
tenants are covered by the
state through tax payer
funding. So it would ap-
pear that they don’t have
anything to lose financial-
ly with a long drawn out
process.

Please let me know what
you make of it.

COMPLAINT
DEPARTMENT

PLEASE TAKE A NUMBER
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Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL

ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF
THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS

THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDI-
TION OF THE FOLLOWING:

2026-37 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for Persons
with Disabilities” is amended with the

addition of the following location: 75 Hinckley Street,
14 Mansfield Street, 68 Derby Street.

2026-38 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service
Zones” is amended with the addition of the
following location: loading zone on the on the east
side of Illinois Ave, from approximately 40

feet northeast of Broadway to approximately 80 feet
northeast of Broadway.

2026-39 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service
Zones” is amended with the addition of the
following location: on the south side of Foley St, from
approximately 20 feet east of Assembly

Row to approximately 80 feet east of Assembly Row.
2026-40 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the south side of Broadway at Simpson

Avenue from approximately 30 feet west of Simpson
Avenue to approximately 45 feet west of

Simpson Avenue.

2026-41 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: on the south side of Broadway at Simpson
Avenue from approximately 45 feet east of

Simpson Avenue to approximately 75 feet east of
Simpson Avenue (extending the existing bus

stop).

2026-42 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the south side of Broadway at Simpson

Avenue from approximately 75 feet east of Simpson
Avenue to approximately 90 feet east of

Simpson Avenue.

2026-43 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of Broadway at Mason Street

from approximately 25 feet east of Mason Street to
approximately 45 feet east of Mason Street.

2026-44 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of Broadway at Mason Street

from approximately 100 feet east of Mason Street to
approximately 120 feet east of Mason

Street.

2026-45 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the south side of Broadway at Wallace Street

from approximately 30 feet west of Wallace Street to
approximately 65 feet west of Wallace

Street.

2026-46 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the south side of Broadway at Wallace Street

from approximately 25 feet east of Wallace Street to
approximately 35 feet east of Wallace

Street.

2026-47 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of Broadway at Leonard Street

from approximately 35 feet west of Leonard Street to
approximately 50 feet west of Leonard

Street.

2026-48 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of Broadway at Leonard

Street, from approximately 15 feet east of Leonard
Street to approximately 60 feet east of

Leonard Street.

2026-49 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: two-hour parking except by
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit parking

only 2:30am-8:00am on the north side of Broadway
at Leonard Street, from approximately 60

feet east of Leonard Street to approximately 105 feet
east of Leonard Street.

2026-50 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for Persons
with Disabilities” is amended with the

addition of the following location: the first space on
the south side of Elm St west of Russell St

(public).

2026-51 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extend the existing bus stop on the south
side of Elm St at Russell St 10 ft east.

2026-52 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the south side of Elm St between Russell St

and Miller Ave.

2026-53 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extend the existing bus stop on the south
side of Elm St at Beech St 65 ft west.

2026-54 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the south side of Elm St between Beech St

and Davenport St.

2026-55 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: 20 ft of two hour parking
except by permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit

parking only 2:30am-8:00am and 55 ft of No Parking
Any Time on the south side of Elm St east

of Davenport St.

2026-56 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extend the existing bus stop on the south
side of Elm St west of Mossland St 30 ft west.

2026-57 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the south side of Elm St between White St

and Somerville Ave.

2026-58 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” and Article V Section 5-11

“Bus Stops” is amended with the addition of the
following locations: on the north side of Elm St
between Craigie St and Porter St — 90 ft of No Park-
ing Any Time and 90 ft of a bus stop.

2026-59 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: 20 ft of two-hour parking
except by permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit

parking only 2:30am-8:00am on the north side of
Elm St west of Porter St (formerly a bus stop).
2026-60 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time at
19 Elm St.

2026-61 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of Elm St east of Cedar St

(formerly a bus stop).

2026-62 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: 60 ft bus stop on the north side of Elm St
west of Cedar St.

2026-63 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service
Zones” and Article V Section 5-5 “Parking

Location and Prohibitions” is amended with the
addition of the following locations: a 35 ft

loading zone and 55 ft of two-hour parking except by
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit parking

only 2:30am-8:00am between 61 and 65 Elm St.
2026-64 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of EIm St west of Cherry St

for 45 ft.

2026-65 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the on the north side of EIm St east of

Hancock St (formerly a bus stop).

2026-66 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: 60 ft bus stop on the north side of Elm St
west of Hancock St.

2026-67 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of EIm St east of Burnside

Ave for 70 ft.

2026-68 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of Elm St west of Willow Ave

for 20 ft.

2026-69 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extending the existing bus stop on the north
side of Elm St at St James Ave 45 ft east.

2026-70 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the north side of EIm St between Windom St

and Elston St.

2026-71 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service
Zones” is amended with the addition of the

following location: 40 ft loading zone on the north
side of EIm St between Cutter Ave and

Windom St.

2026-72 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extending the existing bus stop on the north
side of EIm St at Cutter Ave 20 ft east.

2026-73 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extending the existing bus stop on the north
side of Somerville Ave west of Elm St 25 ft

east.

2026-74 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time at
735 Somerville Ave.

2026-75 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extending the existing bus stop on the north
side of Somerville Ave at Beacon Terr 10

ft west.

2026-76 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: two-hour parking except by
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit parking

only 2:30am-8:00am on the north side of Somerville
Ave from Acadia Pk extending 60 ft east.

2026-77 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and

Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: two-hour parking except by
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit parking

only 2:30am-8:00am on the north side of Somerville
Ave from Acadia Pk extending 40 ft west.

2026-78 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extending the existing bus stop on the south
side of Somerville Ave opposite Beacon

Terr 60 ft west.

2026-79 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: 80 ft. of two-hour parking
except by permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit

parking only 2:30am-8:00am on the south side of
Somerville Ave between Mossland St and

Beacon St.

2026-80 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: 230 ft of No Parking Any
Time on the south side of Somerville Ave

between Beacon St and Elm St.

2026-81 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following

location: extending the existing bus stop on the south
side of Somerville Ave wets of EIm St 20

ft east and 50 ft west.

2026-82 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the west side of Mossland St 40 ft south of

Elm St

2026-83 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: convert 40 ft of No Parking
Any Time to resident permit parking on

the west side of Mossland St from 50 ft north to 90 ft
north of Somerville Ave.

2026-84 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the east side of Mossland St for 40 ft south

of Elm St.

2026-85 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time on
the west side of Beacon St for 70 ft south of
Roseland St.

2026-86 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service
Zones” is amended with the addition of the
following location: loading zone on the north side of
Summer St for the first 60 ft east of Cutter

Ave.

2026-87 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Parking Meter
Locations and Regulations” is amended with the
addition of the following location: on the north side
of Summer St from 100 ft west to 140 ft

west of Cutter Ave.

2026-88 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Parking Meter
Locations and Regulations” is amended with the
addition of the following location: 55 ft on the west
side of Cutter Ave between Elm St and

Summer St.

2026-89 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: convert 190 ft of No Park-
ing Any Time to resident permit parking on

the west side of Russell St between Orchard St and
Elm St.

2026-90 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Parking Meter
Locations and Regulations” is amended with the
addition of the following location: the first 80 ft on
the east side of Russell St south of Elm St.

2026-91 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for Persons
with Disabilities” is amended with the

addition of the following location: the first space on
the west side of Windom St north of Elm St

(public).

2026-92 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition

of the following location: No Parking Any Time in
the first 10 ft of resident permit parking on

the west side of Hancock St north of Elm St.

2026-93 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the addition
of the following location: No Parking Any Time in the first 20 ft
of resident permit parking on
the east side of Hancock St north of Elm St.
2026-94 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the addition
of the following location: Live School Arrival/Dismissal from
7:00am-8:30am and 2:00-3:00pm
Monday-Friday and permit parking all other times on the east
side of Cherry St for the first 60 ft
north of Elm St.
2026-95 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the addition
of the following location: Live School Arrival/Dismissal from
7:00am-8:30am and 2:00-3:00pm
Monday-Friday and permit parking all other times on the north
side of Sartwell Ave for the first
45 ft east of Ashland St.
2026-96 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for Persons with
Disabilities” is amended with the
addition of the following location: the first 20 ft of parking on
the west side of the eastern end of
Holyoke Rd south of Elm St.
2026-97 Article V Section 5-15 “Parking for Persons with
addition of the following location: the first 20 ft of parking on
the west side of Craigie St north
of Somerville Ave.
2026-98 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service Zones”
is amended with the addition of the
following location: 40 ft loading zone 9:00am-
7:00pm, permit parking all other times on the
south side of Roseland St west of Beacon St.
2026-99 Article VI Section 6-1 “One-way streets” is
amended with the removal of the following
location: Mossland St (converting from one way to
two way traffic).
2026-100 Article VII Section 7-10 “Prohibited Turn-
ing Movements” is amended with the
addition of the following locations: motor vehicles
prohibited from Right Turn from Elm St
eastbound onto Mossland St southbound, Left Turn
from Elm St westbound onto Mossland St
southbound, Left turn from Elm St eastbound onto
Cutter Ave northbound, Right turn from
Somerville Ave westbound onto Elm St northbound.
2026-101 Article VI Section 6-3 “Do not enter regu-
lations” is amended with he addition of the
following location: Thru movement from Cedar St
southbound onto Mossland St - motor
vehicles prohibited.
2026-102 Article VII Section 7-18 (c) is amended with the
addition of the following locations:
Right Turns on Red restricted for EIm St southbound at Somer-
ville Ave, Somerville Ave

1t d at Beacon St, Mossland St hi
Ave, Somerville Ave westbound
at Mossland St.

d at Somerville

2026-103 Article VII Section 7-19 is amended with the addition
of the following locations: all-
way stop control at the intersection of Elm St and Beech St.

PROMULGATED: APRIL 9, 2026
ADVERTISED: APRIL 21, 2026, APRIL 28, 2026,
MAY 5, 2026 EFFECTIVE: MAY 13, 2026

Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 04/21/26,
04/28/26, 05/05/26

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VEFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, Ma 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin ,

CommanderYPWPCSI0E S gmail.com

Contact Us
{_ BBS-3IPOWERY

(5 www beaconenengy.net

BEACONENE

ONS

HiqY

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and
bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA
RESTAURANT where a little
piece of Italy is waiting for
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating

and absolutely worth checking
them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families

please reach out and we will do
our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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Celebrate Haitian Heritage at Flag Raising Ceremony on May 18

SOMERVILLE—Celebrate
Somerville’s Haitian com-
munity and honor Haitian
Flag Day by joining a Hai-
tian Flag raising ceremony
on May 18. Hosted by the

»

i —

_—

City of Somervilles Office  attend. The event cele- Wilson and SOIA and May 18

of Immigrant Affairs brates Somerville's Haitian HSPC staft.

(SOIA), in partnership community and honors For more information,
with the Haitian Ser- the history and enduring =~ Where: City Hall con- please contact 311 (617)

vice Providers Coalition spirit of Haiti. Attendees course (93 Highland Ave.) 666-3311.
(HSPC), all are invited to  will hear from Mayor Jake =~ When: 3 p.m., Thursday,

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com 3 5 Ce nts

www.medfordnewsweekly.com

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Mhsicniy & € -

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Fepain, Paver Driveways, Patio & Walkway, FRetaining
Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Repair | Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-8885 HIC: Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00 213093

“Fres chimney drone inspactions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

I 04 I |
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI i

REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545 Matthew S. Bento
When sdlinig yeiii hosic, 6 e deliver masimiim expaniiie] ElECtrICEﬂ COntrECtlng

AERKSEITED Frriems Hebrwsr Heese Grerer e Brals s res paperes m e cdhae
I-' 151 l.'|'.. ! ) e § i e ey e SRR R S e e

paA el kgl =rarcapn ol O aor gomaimarns e el nle Dol
e BT e ll'-lr.rll |r.l|ﬂp-|r-rrr--_| -.r-.pll e bra rl—lhr

Residential 4+~ Commercial

LVroan e i i = o =5
- W nattbentoeleciayahoo.com
Iu‘.-:.n-F..l.-l [ i i b kP warie The Law Offices of

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Free

el 19 phore meeraiaal
] v i ) il
oL e e =
T T
AEEY W e
L 'ml B onlms |

e [ |

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

D'ilmacnlE (e el

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

1 B s e i i P it D=l
| | &, =

£ kil I"llll-.lll N ||.-I:..-|- Fasiei Sales |"|_"||I il Priiges Real EState LaW
Call i gl Byerbiry Jdin Barrellsod TH]. Jal 4t . ZOnlng
C.B.scoops ICE CREAM | Civil Litigation
Superior Air & MORE MEDFORD Criminal Defense

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 .
Personal Injury

Family Law

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

781-393-5959

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

‘ 424 BROADWAY

-4 p= SOMERVILLE, MA

“PARIS Nails2
Complete Nail Gare sfor Kadies & Gentlemen

:’éc?;;c ;\J’alf : g’g} zm“eh i Residential Fully Insured

el Nails I ite Commercial : Lic # 28182 Q m '

’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure = SEWER & DN

" # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor_____ . 1-800-436-5980

& - Office: 781-396-4192  Direct: 781-858-8314
45 gg[ @mﬂﬂmf&& Covailable 617-623-6459 Fax: 781-396-1084

¥ 2364 Mystic Avenue TR @ Mon-Sat ’

rville, MA 02145 9:30am-7:30pm @ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net  B88
e www.snakeitaway.net =
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Sho
Out dosage continued from page 288 © 1414

a4 2= Green Cah & Yellow Cah of Somerville
[ (o O

‘ /
Medford, MASS 02155

of Somerville News Weekl
Newstalk Shoutout/Speaku S
Loud :

617-625-5000

ALL ARTICLES ON THE
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEK
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGH

PROTECTED

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS
OWNERS DON'T GET BAILOUTS,
UNEMPLOYMENT OR SICH LEAVE
AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
g 49.2% OF PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT

Security|yiyg M. | N THE US. PLEASE DO ONE
Shifs 1y Modford Area Gontact THING EVERY DAY TO SUPPORT A

Number 781-953 8358

PREMIERE ON S M A I_ I_ BU S I N E S S

BROADWAY NOW &=
HIRING SERVERS &
BAR STAFF

RN,
AN “%“%% 2100

18\

k f“-,;' . :.l’ “'fi i H 2
TANe) L2 IR
Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The
Somerville News Weekly.

All Rights Reserved

HELP WANTED: SECURITY

Green Cab and Yslluvyy Cib ol Somerville
Download our free Mobile App and
f-@ order a taxi from your smartphone today!
t;l?”‘ = request a reguisted, loensed taxd right from your 0Wa phons
oo il . . r taxi is dispatched and drives to your localion

aich as youl
= convenient book now of Baok later reservations
Sevving Semexvitle and suvvounding towns ...

Nl »‘ - W ' 4
22 , [ v e
8 ‘ﬁ'ﬁ% g & PAINTIN(:}.-I-M .A;XHSSNRY
y CARPENTRY
s oA Y
. W

WW.EYCPAINTINGCONSTRUCTION.COM

PREMTERE |

‘ A I

r ) ——————————— ——————————————————————————————————————— N | T 5
— gt P Celaeter *
i s eats W Soes+ Wb f
@Premiere on Broadway i
feod @ 8N
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Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from

Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to

perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE

617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha

617-2B5-0522

. The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly
INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE(781)658 0240

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staft

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

> ——
#1004 1

IE'I N

Policy GLSISCTCOOGRISA2S
T Oar ‘.*.’:.I:r::tr.

Customer Beviaws
e

By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to

being part of a class action
lawsuit to help Somerville
home owners, property
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice
they deserve after being
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously
high water bills caused by
faulty water meters and

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com

or

Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any

contact information in the
comments area)

Please include your full
name that the bill is in,
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and
we will contact you.

Please feel free to message
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any
inquiries about joining the
list of potential plaintiffs
in this class action lawsuit.

Fraudulent Readings Submu’ed by
Somerville Officials

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford

“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com

www.medfordnewsweekly.com

25 Cents
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Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

11

Medford VEW #1012
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21,
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty
Lombardo will be the DJ
so don’t miss it!

REDIRECT $10 MILLION FOR FREE PRISONER CALLS TO INSTEAD FUND
LOCAL AID FOR CITIES AND TOWNS (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 26-130, rejected an
amendment that would
delete a section of the budget
that provides $10 million

to fund the No-Cost Calls

“The Unrestricted General
Government Aid (UGGA)
account in the budget is
only $10 million more than
the current funding level
and is $23 million less than
what Gov. Maura Healey has
proposed,” said amendment

police and firefighters, but it
has failed to keep pace with
inflation. This amendment
would take funding that is
already earmarked in the
budget for the controversial
unlimited no cost calls for
prisoners program and in-
stead divert it to much better

able to communicate with
their families and friends,
the result is better success
rates and less recidivism.
They argued that this $10
million is wisely spent on
this program and means the
state would be able to spend
less money on its criminal

cities and towns. A “No” vote
is against redirecting and
favors keeping the $10 mil-
lion funding for the No-Cost
Calls Law.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No Rep.
Paul Donato No Rep. Erika

Law that provides unlimited ~ sponsor Rep. Brad Jones use to support essential local  justice system. Uyterhoeven No
phone calls for inmates at (R-North Reading). “The services in our communi-
county and state correctional UGGA line item provides an  ties” (A “Yes” vote is for redi-
facilities, and would redirect ~ important revenue source for recting the $10 million to
the $10 million to support helping communities fund Opponents said that the fund unlimited phone calls
unrestricted local aid for non-education programs No-Cost Calls Law works to instead fund $10 million
cities and towns. and services, including because when prisoners are  in unrestricted local aid for

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS ' % 1/ /PLANT

g, 3 Dental implants | Orthodontics | Perlodentics
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL E e
(781) 589-4115 Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin
Periodontics, Dental Implants and IV Sedation
51 g 'DN EHGA DWA? 617-591-9888 508-872-2624

100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702

281 Broadway - Somenville, MA 02145

~ LUXURY
BOUTIQUE -

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING < CARPENTRY WORK
~COMMERCIAL PAINTING +GUTTERS @
+POWER WASHING < ROGFING

WORLD CLABS AMERTIES INTERIOR PAINTING HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

< EXTERIOR PAINTING < HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
m +KITCHEN REMODELING +GENERAL CONTRACTOR
IR +BATHROOM REMODELING  NEW CONSTRUCTION f

1-617-970-9063

Benjaminhomeimprovementma.cont 4

CSL LICENSE NOQ, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO. 125833

..-._ gy e WUNSTRLL

T m amEEER iam e

THE KEXLES OF GOMERVILLE AND METDFCRD

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap e« Pipe Wrap * Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
. Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing U of New England
Sence 1955

i R o —
WEIDELIVERTHE MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLEIROLL
OFFIDUMPSTERIRENTALSTHROUGHOUT NEW ENGL

MILLENNIUM ®5TF  MILLENNIUM
= We service Boston and Greater New England ::2: ll]) Il]l l:?]

« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
« We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 « 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5955
www.powersweeping.com » dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

m.rhinurun!‘ngandmamnt-,rmn

o= N _
FING FREE ESTIMATE [ Ly -ﬁ
HH'EH’MSDHM vy Palicy GLSISCTCO06815824 E"‘

Our Website

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

857- 397-5992
sonry2024@gmail.com
A 02168 800 5-'9 |z 49 @E’;@; —ions
,Cambridge MA 02138 "

Call for FREE Project Evaluation Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, =~ Replacement (857)397-5992 also $50 special on gutter cleaning”
Speak to Our Staff Foundation Repair, Chimney 1(800)519-1249
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, Full remodel interior work carried ~ Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL- LICENSE #213124
New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, out! SISCTC006815824
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, = Carpentry, Window Repairs / RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY  “Free chimney drone inspections

Ao o o

L Sy L [f #H Y

TR # i

1 E | 1= i ey Tirem S ¢ BH TR e ke T AWAY N it
s H 5 5, Wi L Crrmslnies g, HE A m'u'h"‘lll.l!-IE-I*E.-]rI-'-:-L A ey
':- e Virars Roalty

Heiidenticl and Camenarclal

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Home e rvices

Verani Realty

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com 2 5 CCVHtS

www.medfordnewsweekly.com

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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HOUSE APPROVES $63.41 BILLION FISCAL 2027 STATE BUDGET (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 149-9, approved and sent to the
Senate a $63.41 billion fiscal 2027 state
budget after three days of debate. The
House version now goes to the Senate
which will approve its own version. A
House-Senate conference committee
will eventually craft a compromise
plan that will be presented to the
House and Senate for consideration
and then sent to Gov. Maura Healey.

“As a result of the Trump Administra-
tion’s sweeping federal funding cuts
and reckless trade war, as well as two
proposed ballot questions that seek

to cut the commonwealth’s revenues
by more than $5 billion annually, this
budget has come during a period of
significant economic uncertainty;” said
House Speaker Ron Mariano. “That’s
why I'm incredibly proud of the invest-

ments that this budget makes despite
those challenges, from funding for free
school meals and for the final year of
the Student Opportunity Act, to robust
support for the MBTA, to nearly $10
billion for cities and towns across the
commonwealth.”

“This budget builds off the successes
of the last few years by prioritizing our
constituents,” said Rep. Aaron Michle-
witz (D-Boston), chair of the House
Committee on Ways and Means.
“Whether it is greater investments into
programs like housing stability, public
transportation or early education,
these initiatives are a reflection of our
shared values. By reinvesting in the
people of the commonwealth, we will
continue to make our economy more
competitive and equitable for years to
come.”

“[This is] a strong, responsive budget
that both serves the needs of our con-
stituents and continues to address the
commonwealth’s initiatives for com-
petitiveness and statewide excellence,”
said Rep. Kip Diggs (D-Barnstable),
assistant vice chair of the House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

“The budget is all wrong,” said Rep.
John Gaskey (R-Carver). “Communi-
ties should be the first thing funded
behind roads and other infrastructure.
School funding needs to be reimag-
ined. We need to work on cutting taxes
and energy costs and returning that
money back to citizens and commu-
nities. Democrats rejected multiple
amendments that would move a little
back to communities and eventually

a little adds up to a lot and before we
know it, everyone is fully funded, bills
are lower and people have more mon-

ey in their pockets, spending more and
the state revenues climb, all by asking
for less.

“The Massachusetts House budget is
the largest in state history;” said Paul
Craney, executive director of the Mass
Fiscal Alliance. “It includes no reforms
to the state’s welfare system, which

is spending $1 out of every $4 state
dollars on welfare benefits, nor does

it include any tax cuts, which were
offered as budget amendments. In fact,
it doesn’'t even address the concern
that local aid in Massachusetts is now
below the national average levels.

State spending has become incredibly
reckless and irresponsible, hurting
local towns and cities with below na-
tional average local aid, and saddling
taxpayers with obligations we cannot
afford. The House leaders who pushed
this state budget are not concerned

with the taxpayers, just like they are
not concerned with following the audit
law that was passed by the voters.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the $63.41 billion
budget. A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

EXEMPT OVERTIME WAGES FROM INCOME TAX (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 25-132, rejected an
amendment that would
exempt a worker’s hourly
overtime wages from the
state’s income tax. The ex-
emption would not apply
to salaried employees.

Amendment sponsor Rep.

Marc Lombardo (R-Bill-
erica) said if workers are
willing to put in the extra
time, take those additional
shifts and work harder

to support their families,
they should reap the bene-
fits and not be punished
with taxes. He noted that
overtime, often the dif-
ference between getting

by and getting ahead,
creates a real incentive for
workers to step up and for
businesses to meet their
demands without adding
a new bureaucracy or
mandates.

Rep. Adrian Madaro
opposed the amendment
and said this exemption

is untested, unsupported
and would be unwise to
implement. He noted that
an identical bill received
no support testimony at a
public hearing.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment exempting a
worker’s hourly overtime
wages from the state’s

income tax. A “No” vote is
against exempting it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven No

LOWER SALES TAX FROM 6.25 PERCENT TO 5 PERCENT (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 25-131, rejected an
amendment that would
reduce the state’s current
6.25 percent sales tax to 5
percent.

Amendment supporters

said that this reduction
will save consumers
millions of dollars. They
argued this is a reasonable
way to provide relief to
taxpayers who are suffer-
ing during these tough
economic times, including
the excessive cost of gas,

groceries and so many
other things.

Amendment opponents
said that the reduction
will cost the state up to
$2 billion in revenue and
result in reduced local aid
and/or cuts in programs

that help millions of Bay
Staters.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment reducing the
sales tax to 5 percent. A
“No” vote is against reduc-
ing it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven No

MUST BE A CITIZEN TO GET HOUSING AID (H 5050)

By Bob Katzen

House 26-132, rejected an
amendment that would re-
quire the Executive Office
of Housing and Livable
Communities to verify the
United States citizenship
of each applicant for any
HomeBASE benefit and

to deny the benefit to any
applicant who fails to pro-
vide satisfactory evidence
of citizenship. Home-
BASE is a state-funded
program that provides up
to $30,000 over a 2-year
period to help homeless

families in the Emergency
Assistance system secure
stable housing, by cover-
ing rent, deposits, utilities,
furniture and some mov-
ing expenses.

“This amendment reflects
a straightforward effort
to ensure that limited
taxpayer-funded housing
resources are directed

to individuals who are
lawfully eligible to receive
them,” said amendment
sponsor Rep. Ken Sweezey
(R-Duxbury). “At a time
when Massachusetts con-

tinues to face a significant
strain on its shelter sys-
tem—including the shift-
ing of thousands of fami-
lies between programs—it
is both fiscally responsible
and appropriate to es-
tablish clearer eligibility
standards. This reform
represents a commonsense
step toward controlling
costs and protecting local
aid for cities and towns.”

Rep. Alice Peisch
(D-Wellesley) opposed
the amendment and said
it would result in legal

residents being prohibited
from participating in this
program which is one of
the best ways we have to
lead to more permanent
housing and to help resi-
dents. She said the amend-
ment would lead to wom-
en and children sleeping
in tents.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment denying the
housing benefit unless
the applicant can provide
satisfactory evidence of
citizenship. A “No” vote
is against the amendment

and favors not requiring
an applicant to prove U.S.
citizenship.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven No
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Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience

Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside
Our Taxis.

Or Place Your Card on File in Our
App!

GREEN CAB

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

GREEN CAB

% Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we've extended
our $10 discount on

Logan airport rides. @)

Reservations

'.@- aate .'u ques !

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:

MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! K

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy

My name is Danielle we've met a few
times before, I'm a firefighter in Somer-
ville. T just came out with a children’s
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life,
first responder therapy, dog and rescue
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge
following. Any shout out about the book
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available
currently on Amazon and hopefully in
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

£

MILLIE THE BRAVE

Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

~ Showing that love is the londest form of bravery -

" Written & Ilustrated b
Danielle 0’Hearn

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy, please post this in your news pa-
per and online. A Somerville resident
received this notice in the mail.

It’s almost believable with the excep-
tion of the payment address, the photo
is incorrectly poised. Please warn
residents to ignore this fake notice it’s
a scam. If you can highlight the areas
that prove it’s fraud

HO TS WL

GREEN CAB

@ Green Cah & Yellow Cah

GET THE

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we’ve extended
our $10 discount on
Logan airport rides.

GREEN CAB

CENTURY
MASONRY,

TRESTORATION &
WATERPROO|

'R
A -Aw

?-%.
}. Contact us!

L

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping
and More

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746

HomeServices

John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144

MILLENNIUM

Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acllnblilog,

WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT

STOP LEAKS
Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
1-'|.rw1|.1-'.i:l.-'.!]11.'ul'}'mil.5{l]1rymil.d:l.lm
781-990-9105 * centurymasonryma@gmail.com
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Cities of Cambridge, Somerville, and MWRA Submit Draft Updated Combined Sewer Overflow
Control Plan Communities are invited to submit feedback to plan between May-September 2026

SOMERVILLE and CAMBRIDGE, MA — The
Cities of Cambridge and Somerville, together
with the Massachusetts Water Resources Author-
ity (MWRA), have submitted a joint Draft Updat-
ed Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Control
Plan to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) and the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (MassDEP) to protect
local waterways from pollution, the first in the
nation to go beyond EPA guidance and prepare
for climate change.

The Draft Updated Plan is the first to be taking
bold, progressive next steps to eliminate CSOs

in a typical 2050 year, and the first to plan for
heavier rainfalls due to climate change.

It is the result of more than four years of detailed
analysis, engineering evaluation, and broad
public engagement. The draft recommends a

set of projects—including new storage tanks,
sewer separation, and upgraded conveyance
systems—that together are projected to eliminate
CSO discharges during a typical 2050 year in the
Alewife Brook, Charles River, and the Mystic Riv-
er. A Combined Sewer Overflow is an overflow
of stormwater and sewage into nearby rivers and
streams that happens during heavy rain.

This plan prepares for increased and heavier
rainfall expected in a typical 2050 year due to cli-
mate change, while also balancing water quality,
construction impacts, public open space, project
timelines, and costs.

Climate change is expected to overwhelm sewer
and drainage systems in area communities. This
would result in local flooding, health risks, and
water pollution equal to or worse than CSOs. To
reduce these risks, it is critical that the MWRA,
Cambridge, Somerville and other Massachusetts
communities continue resiliency planning and
investing in major infrastructure projects that
manage stormwater and help protect homes,
rivers and public health.

After reviewing 39 potential approaches, the
following recommendations were made for each
body of water.

Alewife Brook: Two storage tanks (three million
gallons total), eight acres of sewer separation, a
0.75-mile conveyance pipe, and a one-mile micro
tunnel. The estimated design and construction
cost is approximately $340 million, and the esti-
mated completion timeframe is 13-18 years.
Mystic River: One storage tank (7.4 million
gallons) and 95 acres of sewer separation.

The estimated design and construction cost is
approximately $260 million, and the estimated
completion timeframe is 5-7 years.

Charles River: Two storage tanks (12.6 million
gallons), 446 acres of sewer separation, and two
new storage conduits. The estimated design and
construction cost is approximately $690 million,
and the estimated completion timeframe is 28-33
years.

The recommended projects offer major advantag-
es to other alternatives, including:

Reduce pollution faster due to shorter construc-
tion timelines

Less disruption to neighborhoods, including
reduced truck traffic

Protect parks and open spaces by limiting how
much land is needed

The Draft Updated Plan incorporated extensive
engagement by residents, advocates, and
technical experts. Over the past four years,
Cambridge, Somerville and the MWRA hosted
six large public meetings (with an average of 247
participants), held nearly 30 community events,
conducted seven online surveys, and held nearly
20 meetings with the EPA and MassDEP.

This input helped shape a plan that balances
environmental responsibility with affordability,
community goals, and long-term resilience. It
also builds on decades of investments by Cam-
bridge, Somerville, and MWRA to modernize
sewer and stormwater systems and protect local
waterways.

“This Draft Plan is the most technically sophis-
ticated and boldest CSO control plan in the coun-
try;” said Cambridge City Manager Yi-An Huang.
“It proposes a level of control that goes beyond
regulatory requirements and EPA guidance. It
would eliminate CSOs in a typical 2050 year and
factors in future rainfall projections that account

for the impacts of climate change. Overall, this
represents an important next step toward a
cleaner, more climate resilient future and builds
upon years of investment and collaboration to
improve our sewage and stormwater infrastruc-
ture. We are grateful for the ongoing support and
partnership of Somerville and the MWRA during
this critical process.”

“This new draft reccommends bold action on
Combined Sewer Overflows and highlights the
scale of the challenge for communities across
the state who are looking to responsibly manage
stormwater in the era of climate change,” said
Somerville Mayor Jake Wilson. “I am grateful

to our partners at the City of Cambridge and
the MWRA, and the many resident voices that
helped shape the recommendations. My hope

is that this plan will be a valuable contribution
to our regional discussions of how we can best
prepare our communities for a resilient climate
future and rally together as a region to equitably
share the financial costs of progress.”

“The Draft Updated CSO Control Plan is a
significant and responsible investment of rate
payer dollars that balances real environmental
benefits and actual water quality improvements,”
said MWRA Interim Executive Director Stephen
Estes-Smargiassi. “The Draft Plan is just the first
step in a thorough public process. Today, we
begin a five-month public comment period to
solicit feedback from stakeholders and members
of the public. The best public policy decisions are
made when all perspectives are heard, and we
hope to hear from all interested parties during
this review.”

Next Steps: A Five-Month Public Feedback
Period

Between May 1 and September 30, 2026,
community members, advocacy groups, and
organizations are invited to review the Draft
Updated CSO Control Plan and share feedback
with Cities of Cambridge and Somerville, along
with the MWRA.

A virtual public meeting on June 2, 2026, will
provide an overview of the Draft Plan.

Two public hearings will be held in September,
where residents can provide formal verbal
comments.

Local office hours will be hosted by project staff
and technical teams.

A dedicated website at voice.somervillema.gov/
joint-cso-planning will be available throughout
the project and members of the public can submit
comments on the plan through September 30.

In addition, Cambridge will launch a new

CSO and Stormwater Management Advisory
Committee this summer to support continued
community involvement. The volunteer com-
mittee will consist of members appointed by the
City Manager. It represents residents, technical
experts, and representatives from several stake-
holder groups, who will advise on the planning
and implementation of programs, infrastruc-
ture projects, and other initiatives related to
stormwater quantity, stormwater quality, sewer
separation, wastewater, and more.

EXEMPT TIPS

FROM INCOME TAX (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 25-132, reject-
ed an amendment that
would exempt up to
$25,000 of a worker’s
tips from the state’s in-
come tax.

Amendment sponsor
Rep. Nick Boldyga
(R-Southwick) said

the amendment would
provide meaningful
tax relief to service
industry workers at a
time when costs are
rising. He noted that
these workers who
serve our restaurants,
our hotels, our hospi-
tality businesses and
deliver groceries often
rely heavily on tips to

support themselves
and their families.

Rep. Adrian Madaro
opposed the amend-
ment and said it ir-
responsibly proposes
hefty deductions for
tips, mirroring a part
of President Trump’s
One “Big Beautiful
Bill” and puts Massa-

chusetts in lockstep
with a shortsighted
and fiscally irrespon-
sible federal admin-
istration. He noted a
separate similar bill
pending in the Legis-
lature has not received
any support.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment exempt-

ing up to $25,000 of
a worker’s tips from
the state’s income tax.
A “No” vote is against
exempting them.)

Rep. Christine Barber
No Rep. Mike Con-
nolly No Rep. Paul
Donato No Rep. Erika
Uyterhoeven No

COCO FLOW STYLE

BARBER SHOP
SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Housing Frustrations

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Med-
ford News Weekly Speakup Line,

My name is Ryan Pinto and I am
writing a description of the situa-
tion at 22 Sargent Ave, Somerville
from my perspective. I am not a
developer but a small time mom
and pop landlord who has a few
units. I used to live in Somerville
on Marshall st right next to Sar-
gent Ave. I also lived in Medford
close by for a few years and I
enjoyed my years as a youngster in
the Somerville/Medford are eating
in all those sub shops and diners

and meeting friends in pubs and
biking in town. I learnt basic house
construction volunteering for
Habitat for Humanity and helped
restore houses during hurricane
Katrina and I had a roommate who
was in construction.

The first few units that I bought my
roommate and I did most of the
work such as flooring. drywall tape
and mud, trim work and tiling. I
used to like fixing up old houses,
planning their work matching
modern concrete with some PSI to
old mortar and just poking around

into how old construction was
done and figuring out how to fix

it. I liked the architecture of the
old houses in New England which
were the American Foursquare,

the victorian, the english tudor,
french tudor and the cape cod style
and liked to read up and study how
these were built.

I bought 22 Sargent ave, Somer-

ville in Feb 2024. I increased rents

to about 10% lower than fair mar-
ket value. I have attached Section 8
voucher limits for these units. The
only reason I increased the rents
was the mortgage rate was over 7%
and to break even on three units I
needed about 8300/- from 3 units
combined to meet the mortgage.

I was willing to take a small loss
on the rent if all the units did not
add up to 8300. I was willing to
reduce the rent but was not willing
to lose about 40K year based on
their old rents. I did not want to
lose the property in a foreclosure.
Somerville was increasing water
and sewer bills at 12% year on year.
Property taxes for this building
climbed from about 6000/- in 2016
to 12,300 in 2026.

Over 10 years Somerville has
increased property taxes for this
building by about 90%. I have a
young family with three kids and

my youngest was 3 years at that
time and losing close to 40K a year
with older rents was not financially
feasible to me.

Once notices to quit were sent ten-
ants did not want increases nor did
they want to quit but we were in a
period of negotiation. I was not in-
terested in going down the path of
evictions and I made that clear in
emails to them. Section 8 voucher
comps for a 1 bed in that area

of Somerville is 2500/-per unit.
thought asking for 2200 and then
dropping to 2000/- and locking it
for a few years at 2000/- was a rea-
sonable request. I could go down
to maybe 1900/- but anything low-
er than that would risk foreclosure
and serious financial loss.

I offered to sell the building to

a non-profit of their choice at

a break even or small loss and
Somerville Land Trust and
Somerville Community Corpo-
ration looked at purchasing it.

I offered to take city funding,
Section 8 voucher, I also offered
cash settlements of over 5000/- as
long as they signed in court. I also
offered units at another property
that I own in Wakefield which had
better condition units close to their
old rents and a cheaper mortgage.
It appears they wanted the cash

settlements but were not willing
to sign in court. There seem to be
other forces at play who wanted
the publicity of this situation with
activists and protesters who likely
wanted the media coverage of this
situation and wanted to portray
me as a developer and a luxury
builder which I am not. I have
attached the negotiation letters. In
their last letter they seem to say
give in to their demands of 10K
per unit as the neighbors got 15k
from a developer or they would
have media coverage and a long
dragged out process.

I was willing to give them money
but I wanted them to sign in court
as there was no guarantee that
after giving them money whether
T would get my property back. I
just wanted my property back and
that is all. It is my understanding
that the litigation expenses for the
tenants are covered by the state
through tax payer funding. So it
would appear that they don’t have
anything to lose financially with a
long drawn out process.

Please let me know what you make
of it.

Mount Vernon Restaurant

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING

_ & HEATING (617) 2576394

AIR CONDIT!ONING & REFR\GERAT\O\\
e ANDOVER
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for Porch Fest!

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:Looking for a Porch

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Med-
ford News Weekly Speakup Line,

I'm just forwarding my friend’s
Porch Fest request here thinking
maybe you can help?

“Hello, 'm a homeowner on School
St. but School St. is not allowed to

[C——

e - —.-_ £

participate in Porch Fest. I am a DJ
of 25 years with current residencies
internationally. Looking to play

fun classics, house, funk and more.

I have all gear and live sound.
Looking to collaborate, or rent a
porch just for fun and good times.
Thanks!”

LOWER INCOME TAX FROM 5 PERCENT TO 4 PERCENT (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 25-132, rejected an
amendment that would reduce
the state’s income tax rate from 5
percent to 4 percent.

Amendment sponsor Rep. Marc
Lombardo said that this is anoth-
er attempt to make the state more
affordable and more competitive.
He noted that too many residents,
including working families and
seniors on fixed incomes, are feel-
ing the pressure of rising costs,
and businesses and residents are
fleeing Massachusetts.

Rep. David Linsky (D-Natick)
said that he recognizes that this
amendment would lower the

state tax rate for personal taxable
income and thus lower tax costs,
but noted “it must not go unsaid
that such cuts would dispropor-
tionately benefit the ultra-wealthy
while forcing the commonwealth
to cut the programs that our com-
munities rely on to survive.” Lin-
sky continued, “The implemen-
tation [of the reduction] would
result in a $5.1 billion revenue
loss to the commonwealth, a loss
that would force severe cuts to the
resources our residents depend
on: our public schools, our police

and fire departments, our hospi-
tals and nursing homes, and all in
the immediate aftermath of the
Trump administration’s reduction
in state funding. As such, this
would be a deeply irresponsible
step for us to take”

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment reducing the income tax to
4 percent. A “No” vote is against
reducing it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No Rep.
Mike Connolly No Rep. Paul
Donato No Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even No

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

ABE 5. MANSOUR
ELIAS Y. BMANSOUR

Somerville Computers

e R

el g B

(617} 623-5678
(617} 6235046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGH CAR REPAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

208 BROADWAY

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
2 BASEMENT REPAIRS siuss

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

75 Somerset Rd., Eruul:lme, MA 02445
www.besthostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybesthoston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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The Somerville Police Department is N

We're looking for dedicated,
motivated individuals ready to
serve one of the most diverse
and dynamic communities in
the Northeast.

If youre MPTC-trained and
looking for a department that
values teamwork, community
engagement, career growth, and
competitive benefits — this is
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

SOMERWVILLE
POLICE
DEPARTMENT
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TAKING
DIRECT HIRES!!
S81.000-
S121.000
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WE ARE LDOKING FOR THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PROFESSIONALS AND FUTURE LEADERS T MOVE DUR
DEPARTMENT AND CITY FORWARD

WHY SOMERVILLE POLICE?

PATROL DETECTIVE. FAMILT SERWCES TRARTIC COMMUMITE ACTION TEAM
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Somerville’s Porchfest Returns Saturday, May 9: Applications Now Open

Volunteers Invited to be Porchfest Ambas-
sadors

SOMERVILLE — PorchFest returns to
Somerville on Saturday, May 9, and appli-
cations are now open for participants. The
annual event organized by the City’s Somer-
ville Arts Council features mini concerts
hosted by residents on their porches, yards
- and even on stoops - across the city. All
musical genres are welcome from alt rock to
zither quartets, and hosts are invited to ap-
ply by the April 21 deadline to participate.
Volunteers are also invited to apply to be
Porchfest ambassadors to assist visitors.

“PorchFest is one of Somerville’s most
awaited events for good reason. Not only is
it a sign that spring is truly here but there’s
nothing quite like seeing porches transform
into stages and hosting a citywide jam fest,”
said Mayor Jake Wilson. “To keep this tra-
dition strong, our Arts Council and public
safety teams are working closely together
to make sure this year’s event is welcoming
for everyone, and I can’t wait to see it come
to life”

In addition to hosting or performing,
community members can get involved by
volunteering to be a Porchfest Ambassador.
Volunteers will orient visitors, answer ques-
tions, monitor safety, and serve as points

of contact. It’s a great way to help make the
event a success, and ambassadors get a cool,
limited edition Porchfest T-shirt.

Key Updates & Changes for 2026:

Porchfest has become popular, so the City
needs all hosts and participants to help keep
the event organized and safe. Please review
and follow the information and guidance
below as you plan to host, perform, volun-
teer, or attend:

Locations & Timing
To bring music to a range of neighborhoods

- and to keep the noise impacts in any one
area to just two hours — Porchfest is held in
2-hour blocks in three City zones.

This year, Porchfest will move across
Somerville in these three timed zones:

West Zone (West of Willow Avenue): 12-2
p.m.

Central Zone (between Willow and Central
Streets): 2-4 p.m.

East Zone (East of Central Street): 4-6 p.m.
To ease congestion on streets and sidewalks,
attendees are encouraged to use Somerville’s
Community Path to travel between zones.
If nature calls, there will be additional por-
ta-a-johns available to help keep Somerville
clean and safe for everyone. Please use
them!

Street Limitations for Safety:

To ensure firetrucks and ambulances are
not impeded, and to keep pedestrians

safe, the Somerville Fire and Engineering
Departments identify key safety routes for
us, and performances are not allowed on
those streets.

In some cases, we also need to restrict areas
at the ends of the side streets that form
intersections with safety routes.

But you still have options even if you are on
a restricted street or corner.

Residents on ineligible streets or corners are

encouraged to partner with a neighbor on a
nearby designated street. This is a great way
to get to know your neighbors while helping
keep Porchfest safe.

Spacing Between Performances:

Imagine if you could hear, say, eight
concerts at once. That’s not a great way to
enjoy music, so performances have to be
spread out.

Participating performance locations need
to be at least 8 houses apart from another
approved PorchFest performance location.
Participants are responsible for managing
their volume so each show nearby can be
heard.

Use the map to see where performances
have already been approved to know if
where bands are already playing.

Apply to Host a Porch Concert:
Applications are due April 21 at 11:59 p.m.
Applying does not guarantee participation.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling
basis by Public Safety officials and the Arts
Council.

A map of approved locations will be pub-
lished online as applications are approved.
Apply at somervilleartscouncil.org/porch-
fest.

Apply to Host a Block Party:

Block parties must apply separately through
Citizen Serve (somervillema.gov/citizen-
serve) to request a block party permit.
Applications are open March 17 - April

20 and will be reviewed based on the same
street safety restrictions above.

Apply to be an Ambassador Volunteer:
This is an excellent opportunity for com-
munity members who love PorchFest, have
seen this event grow, and are interested in
keeping it safe, accessible, organized, and
neighborly.

Apply to be an ambassador at somervil-
leartscouncil.org/porchfest/porchfest-am-
bassador.

Be sure to note the deadlines! To ensure a
safe and enjoyable experience for everyone,
we can’t make any exceptions to the dead-
lines. All information and the application
link are available at somervilleartscouncil.
org/porchfest.

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail

com

15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

~ (DINEINONLY)

TEAM

AT
L~

NG/PRAYSMAN

(5 I'ig a,q.ﬁu [qfis s

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
TEAM AWARD WINNER

BERKSHIRE | Comarwesl

HATHAWAY | Resd Esiater
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REQUIRE VOTER ID TO VOTE (H 5500)

By Bob Katzen

House 27-131, reject-
ed an amendment that
would require voters
to present a valid gov-
ernment-issued photo
identification in order
to vote, including a
Massachusetts driver’s
license or state identi-
fication card issued by
the Registry of Motor
Vehicles; a United States
passport; a United

States military identi-
fication card; a Massa-
chusetts-issued firearm
identification card; or
any other federal or
state government-issued
identification card that
includes a photograph
of the voter.

Amendment sponsor
Rep. Marc Lombardo,
noting that 36 other
states require an ID to
vote, said the amend-

ment would strengthen
the integrity of our elec-
tions while guarantee-
ing fairness and access
for every eligible voter.
He noted that a key pro-
vision, ensuring voters
would not have to pay
for an ID, requires the
Massachusetts secre-
tary of state to provide
a photo ID at no cost

to any registered voter
who files an affidavit
requesting one.

Rep. Daniel Hunt
(D-Boston) opposed the
amendment and said
similar bills have come
before the Election
Laws Committee and
have had zero support
while there was a signif-
icant amount of testi-
mony opposing them.
He noted that there is
virtually no evidence of
fraud in our elections
and argued the amend-

ment would cause
undue delays.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment requiring
voters to present an ID
in order to vote. A “No”
vote is against requiring
it.)

Rep. Christine Barber
No Rep. Mike Connolly
No Rep. Paul Donato
No Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even No

Give Feedback on Designs for Inner Belt-Brickbottom Crossing at May 7 Open House

Learn about the crossing
project, review design
alternatives, and share
feedback.

SOMERVILLE— The
Brickbottom and In-
ner Belt neighborhoods
are separated from one
another by train tracks.

Currently residents and
visitors looking to move
between these areas must
follow a lengthy route that
includes walking under
McGrath Highway via the
underpass on Washington
Street.

To enhance connections
between the neighbor-
hoods, provide easier
access to community and
arts spaces as well as sup-
port economic growth,
the City is designing an
accessible crossing for
people walking, rolling,
or biking from one side
of the green line tracks

to the other near the East
Somerville MBTA station.
A temporary crossing at
East Somerville Station

is now in place while
designs for a permanent
crossing are developed.

Six alternatives were
introduced to the public
in fall 2025, of which two
finalists were chosen in
early winter 2026. The
two designs, includ-

ing one bridge and one
ground-level crossing,
are now actively being
advanced and the project
team is seeking the com-
munity’s input.

About the Open House

Time and Date: Thursday,
May 7, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Ralph and Jen-
ny Center, 9 New Wash-
ington St.

Attendees will have the
opportunity to learn
more about the project,
review the design alterna-
tives, and ask questions.
Residents are welcome

to drop in at any time
during the event.

Community members
unable to attend the open

house can review the
designs and provide feed-
back through an online
survey that will be posted
to the project website
closer to the May 7 event.

For more project infor-
mation and to access the
designs and survey, visit
somervillema.gov/inner-
beltbrickbottom.

If you have questions,
please email construc-
tion@somervillema.gov
or call 311 (617-666-
3311).

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

e

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Verani Realty
Residential

vz
ium ’
\ 2=
bl \ v

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

51 Pettee St, Unit 47, Newton, MA

Uter & Van Stry Team

368 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144
Jack.Lister@verani.com
Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

P— |

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

We Are Real Estate

tee o d

Professionals C
to You and Your Needs.

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION Steve & Sons Home Repairs
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885 ] _ 617-628-6251

617-628-6251

steveandsunshnmurlpn_i_ cor

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Spaak to Ouwr Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining
Walls, Foundation Fepalr, Chimney Repair / Flebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding., Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodal intarior work carriad out!

RAPID MASOMNAY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

B57-228-6682

1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-00188793-00 2130893

*Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

7

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty

Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!

Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our
Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

ﬁ]ﬁ? MPSTE nEHTALs THHlJlIGH[II.IT msw ENGLAND:

= We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746

Fax: 781-395-5955
www.powersweeping.com ¢ dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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Bostonian Florist

e — = ]

Bostonian Florist,. @

www.bostonianflorist.com
92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 -
(617) 629-9300

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE

@<lvhraz

\ o
SkyBraz

617 623 3957

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS -
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
EMTERTAINMENT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM

BERKSHIRE M | COMPANIES
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

Hﬂmeser‘v’ices We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!
Call about our 2.5% Savings Program }
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE : |
over the phone appraisal of your home. ™

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
= 411- Programs
BERAD] |p=

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 4o Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com

www.medfordnewsweekly.com 2 5 Cents




