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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 5 Continuded to page 7

Continued to page 13

City of Somerville Raising 
Parking Permit and Meter Fees

$2.737 BILLION FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS
 INCLUDING $300 MILLION FOR LOCAL ROAD AND BRIDGES

MBTA 
COMMUNITIES ACT
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation



        The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	     			                      Tuesday May 26th, 2026                              3  

GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/
Jack-Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Albert H. Davidson

Obituary
John F. Mack, Jr. – Of 
Somerville, passed away 
on Wednesday, May 20, 
2026. He was 84 years old.

Born in Boston, he was 

the son of the late John F. 
and Anne (Koen) Mack.

Complete obit to be post-
ed.

Services to be announced.

Somerville/Medford Remembering John F. Mack, Jr.

Albert H. Davidson Obituary

Albert “Al” Davidson
Passed away on Friday May 15, 
2026 at the age of 78. Albert 
(Al) was a lifelong resident of 
Arlington, Massachusetts. Born 
on April 4, 1948 to the late 
Henry A. Davidson and the late 
Florence E. (Foley) Davidson, 
both formally of Arlington. He 
was a dedicated brother to his 
late sister Marilyn A. Davidson. 
Devoted Husband of 54 years to 

his wife Regina M. (Lucarelli) 
Davidson of Arlington, loving 
father to his daughter Jennifer 
M. Davidson-Hernandez of 
Arlington and adoring Papa to 
his grand daughter Lillian G. 
Hernandez. He was survived 
by several cherished cousins, 
nieces and nephews to whom 
he was known as Uncle Al. 
Lastly, he is survived by a bunch 
of kids who consider him their 
grandfather and call him Pa, 
whom he shared a mutual love 

with. He will be missed dearly 
by all.

He served his country with 
honor and courage as a member 
of the United States Navy, 
fought in the Vietnam war and 
died a proud Disabled Amer-
ican Vetran. Following his 4 
years in the Navy, he worked 
for the Town of Arlington DPW 
before his hard work brought 
him to Polaroid where he 
worked as a Machinist in the 
Battery Division for 30 dedi-
cated years. He would finish 
his career as a Machinist at the 
MBTA Everett Repair Facility 
for 10 years before he retired. 
His work ethic, commitment 
and ability to fix anything was 
always admired by his co-work-
ers and all who loved him.

He was a lifetime member of 
the Disabled American Vet-
erans (DAV) Club and a life 
member of the Winter Hill 

Yacht Club (WHYC) in Somer-
ville, where he dedicated much 
of his time to its members and 
its facility. He was a co-guard-
ian and active participant in 
the 11 year battle to keep the 
Fernald School in Waltham 
open, where his sister lived for 
the majority of her life.

Outside of his family, work and 
service, his favorite place to be 
was near the ocean. He was an 
avid lover of boating, fishing, 
lighthouses and spending 
time on, near or in the ocean 
throughout his life beginning in 
early childhood. In his last ten 
years, his grand daughter Lillian 
(Babe) was his greatest joy, “his 
everything” as he called her 
who cherished him equally.

Family, friends and his loved 
ones will remember him for 
often being a man of few words, 
his vast knowledge of all things 
and his abilites, his storytelling, 

his dry yet witty humor, how 
easy he was to talk to and the 
way he made everyone feel 
welcome and loved.

He leaves behind everlasting 
memories with everyone who 
loved him, his loving and 
adoring family who he loved 
and lived for, his friends, and an 
extended community of people 
of all ages who adored him and 
will miss him dearly.

The family also wishes to 
express sincere gratitude to 
the staff and caregivers at the 
Winchester Hospital where 
he passed and the Winchester 
Rehab facility for their compas-
sion, care, and support during 
his stay and to his family.

Donations may be made in 
memory of his sister, Marilyn 
A. Davidson, to the Massachu-
setts Special Olympics.

Obituary
Charles Thomas (Chuck) 
Bunker, aged 69, passed 
away unexpectedly on 
May 24, 2026, due to car-
diac arrest. Born on Octo-
ber 10, 1956, in Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts, Chuck was 
the beloved only child 
of Lillian K. (Campbell) 
and Forrest Bunker, both 
of whom predeceased 
him. He spent his forma-
tive years in Somerville, 

Massachusetts, and later 
resided at Cambridge Re-
hab and Nursing in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, 
where he was cherished 
for his vibrant personality, 
warmth, and joy.

Chuck was passionate 
about music, often partic-
ipating in musical events, 
karaoke, social gatherings, 
and bingo. An avid reader, 
he also loved working on 

his comic books, having 
created a series known as 
‘Geriatric Man.’ His love 
for languages and engag-
ing conversations made 
him a memorable pres-
ence in the lives of many.

He is survived by several 
cousins in the U.S. and 
abroad, but will be espe-
cially missed by his cousin 
Patty (Campbell) and her 
husband Rick Walsh from 

Stoneham, Massachusetts, 
with whom he shared a 
close bond throughout his 
life.

There will be a Prayer 
Service for Charles in the 
Holy Cross Cemetery, 175 
Broadway Malden, Friday 
at 11:00am.

Relatives and friends in-
vited to meet at the Cem-
etery.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Karen I. (Mosher) Oliveira

Somerville/Medford Remembering John F. Mack, Jr.

Obituary
Karen I. (Mosher) Oliveira, of 
Medford and formerly of Mal-
den, passed away suddenly on 
May 19, 2026, she was 73. Born 
in Cambridge, Karen was the 

daughter of the late Geraldine 
(Crowther) Sawyer and Ronald 
Mosher.

A true caregiver at heart, Karen 
worked for many years as a 
Certified Nursing Assistant at 
Youville Hospital in Cambridge 
and later at the Visiting Nurse 
Association residences on Low-
ell Street in Somerville, where 
she was dedicated to all of her 
patients. As the oldest of five 
children, Karen was the “go to” 
in her family, offering a steady 
hand and solid advice for any 
problem. She was a cherished 
daughter, beloved wife, devoted 
sister and aunt; who enjoyed 

nothing more than time spent 
with her family, never missing 
the holidays or events together. 
She also enjoyed time spent 
traveling with friends, visit-
ing California, Mexico, and 
Jamaica among many other 
destinations. At home she loved 
reading, cooking, gardening 
and will be remembered for her 
love of elephants.

In addition to her parents, 
Karen was predeceased by her 
beloved husband Antonio M. 
Oliveira. She is survived by her 
brothers and sisters; Donna 
LoPrete and her husband John 
of Burlington, Ronald Mosher 

of Somerville, Richard Mosher 
of Medford and Janet Furtado 
of Medford. Cherished aunt of 
Dawn Sicari and her husband 
TJ, John LoPrete, Lisa Furta-
do-Guerra and her wife Cindy 
Guerra, Robert Furtado and his 
wife Raquel, Katelyn Mosher, 
Jennifer Bannister, Sandra Row-
an and her husband Kenneth, 
Nicole Manning and her hus-
band Dave and the great-aunt 
of Andrew Dillon and Matthew 
Sicari, Amelia and Logan Fur-
tado, Benjamin Guerra, Kenny 
and Jake Rowan.

Visiting Hours will be held in 
the George L. Doherty Funeral 

Home, 855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville on Tues-
day morning, May 26thfrom 
9:00AM to 11:00AM followed 
by a funeral procession to 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Everett 
where a graveside service will 
be held at 11:45AM. Relatives 
and friends invited to attend. 
In lieu of flowers, donations in 
Karen’s memory can be made to 
the Visiting Nurse Association, 
259 Lowell St, Somerville, MA 
02144 http://www.vnaem.org or 
to the Joslin Diabetes Center at 
http://www.joslin.org
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

By Bob Katzen

House 156-0, approved a 
bill designed to improve 
interactions between 
police officers and persons 
with autism spectrum dis-
order during traffic stops.

The measure, dubbed 
the “Blue Envelope Bill,” 
would create a program 
giving people with the 
disorder the option to be 
given a special blue enve-
lope that holds the per-

son’s driver’s license and 
vehicle registration. On 
the outside of the envelope 
there would be written 
information and guidance 
on the envelope regarding 
ways to enhance effective 
communication between a 
police officer and a person 
with autism spectrum dis-
order. The envelope must 
also include instructions 
for access to the envelope, 
including attaching it to 
the sun visor on the driv-
er’s side of the vehicle. The 

bill is designed to enable 
the driver to quickly and 
easily hand the envelope 
to a police officer during a 
traffic stop.

“This bill will make a 
meaningful difference for 
countless individuals with 
autism and their families 
by expanding access to 
tools and resources that 
promote better under-
standing, clearer commu-
nication and improved 
safety during these inter-

actions,” said Rep. James 
Arciero (D-Westford), 
House Chair of the Com-
mittee on Transporta-
tion. “At the same time, it 
provides valuable support 
to law enforcement offi-
cers as they carry out their 
responsibilities effective-
ly and compassionately. 
Ultimately, this legislation 
reinforces the common-
wealth’s commitment 
to protecting the safety, 
dignity, independence and 
well-being of all residents.”

The Senate has already 
approved its own version 
of the bill and the House 
version now goes to the 
Senate for consideration.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

MBTA COMMUNITIES ACT (H 4000)
Senate 5-34, rejected an 
amendment to the current 
law, known as the MBTA 
Communities Act, which 
according to the state’s 
website, requires that an 
MBTA community “must 
have at least one zoning 
district of reasonable size 
in which multi-family 
housing is permitted as 
of right and meets other 
criteria including min-
imum gross density of 
15 units per acre; and a 
location not more than 
1/2 mile from a commuter 
rail station, subway sta-
tion, ferry terminal or bus 
station. No age restrictions 
can be applied and the dis-

trict must be suitable for 
families with children.”

Cities or towns that do not 
comply with the MBTA 
law are in danger of losing 
various state grants. The 
amendment would put the 
law on hold for two years 
for any municipality cat-
egorized as an “Adjacent 
Community” or an “Adja-
cent Small Town” without 
direct access to MBTA 
service.

Amendment supporters 
said the Healey Adminis-
tration’s Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable 
Communities is not being 

flexible and is pulling 
funding from some cities 
and towns that are not 
complying. They said that 
the delay in implementa-
tion of the law will give 
some communities addi-
tional time to work out a 
solution.

Amendment opponents 
said that current law al-
ready allows some flex-
ibility for these adjacent 
communities or adjacent 
small towns by establish-
ing lower capacity require-
ments and greater flexi-
bility over where they site 
their districts. They noted 
that the Office of Housing 

and Livable Communities 
currently has the admin-
istrative ability to offer 
some flexibility to these 
communities and said the 
amendment is not neces-
sary. They argued that the 
amendment is unfair to 
more than 100 communi-
ties that have already done 
the work and complied 
with the law and sends the 
message that deadlines 
don’t mean anything.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment that would 
put the law on hold for 
two years for any munic-
ipality categorized as an 
adjacent community or an 

adjacent small town” with-
out direct access to MBTA 
service. A “No” vote is 
against the amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

AUTISM AND POLICE STOPS (H 5438)
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 

and absolutely worth checking 
them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned 
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 

please reach out and we will do 
our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved an 
amendment that would 
increase by $450,000 
(from $300,000 to 
$750,000) funding for a 
grant program that helps 
pay for security guards at 

nonprofit organizations 
that are at high risk of 
being targeted for terrorist 
attacks or hate crimes.

“Across the common-
wealth, nonprofits includ-
ing religious organizations 
of many denominations, 

continue to face ha-
rassment and threats of 
violence,” said Sen. Cin-
dy Creem (D-Newton). 
“These nonprofits and the 
communities they serve 
are seeking to hire addi-
tional security, and they 
need help from the state to 

afford it. I am proud this 
amendment was adopt-
ed as part of the Senate’s 
fiscal year 2027 budget to 
help ensure that Massa-
chusetts residents can feel 
safe in the places where 
they gather to learn, pray, 
celebrate and serve.”

(A Yes” vote is for the 
$450,000. A “No” vote is 
against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

SECURITY GUARDS AT NONPROFITS (S 4)

Somerville Community 
Encouraged to Join
Hybrid meeting scheduled 
for Thursday, May 28, at 6 
p.m.

SOMERVILLE—The City 
of Somerville Water & 
Sewer Department invites 
all community members 

to a public hearing to re-
view proposed Water and 
Sewer rates for Fiscal Year 
2027.

Water and Sewer rates are 
typically adjusted each 
year. Proposed changes 
and items to be discussed 
include:

A 15% increase in reve-
nues from water volumet-
ric charges;
A 15% increase in reve-
nues from sewer volumet-
ric charges;
No changes to existing 
base charges for both wa-
ter and sewer.

These rate increases are 
necessary to fund es-
sential improvements to 
Somerville’s water, sewer, 
and stormwater drainage 
infrastructure. The Water 
& Sewer Department’s 
FY27 proposal includes 
higher rate increases than 
is typical in Somerville to 
help ensure the City can 
cover the costs of the fed-
erally mandated combined 

sewer overflow control 
plan and other flood mit-
igation efforts throughout 
the city while continuing 
to deliver reliable service 
to residents.

The hearing will take place 
on Thursday, May 28, at 6 
p.m. Members of the pub-
lic may attend in person 
or join virtually:
In person at the High-
lander Forum located at 
Somerville High School 
(81 Highland Ave.). 
[Please note this is a 
change of location from 
Franey Road to the High 
School.]
Virtually via Zoom: 
us06web.zoom.
us/j/87092143821

Webinar ID: 870 9214 
3821

If you’re unable to attend 
but would like to share 
feedback, please send 
comments by:
Email: water@somervil-
lema.gov with the subject 
line “RATE HEARING”
U.S. Mail: Somerville Wa-
ter & Sewer Department, 
17 Franey Road, Somer-
ville, MA 02145

Comments must be re-
ceived by 12 p.m. on May 
28 to be conveyed to the 
Department during the 
hearing.

Public Hearing on Proposed FY27 Water and Sewer Rates May 28
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

City of Somerville Raising Parking Permit and Meter Fees
New rates will take effect 
on Wednesday, July 1, 
2026
Fee waivers will still apply 
for residents age 65+ or 
with disability placards or 
plates

SOMERVILLE – The City 
of Somerville is updating 
residential and business 
parking permit fees, as 
well as parking meter 
rates as part of an ongo-
ing effort to maintain and 
operate the City’s parking 
system amid rising costs 
and increasing demand 
for limited curb space.

The City will continue 
waiving residential park-
ing permit and visitor 
pass fees for residents 

age 65 and older and for 
residents with disability 
placards or plates who will 
receive those permits at 
no cost.

Why are Parking Rates 
Going Up?
Residential parking per-
mit fees were last updated 
in 2016, and parking me-
ter rates were last adjusted 
in 2019. Since that time, 
the cost of administering 
and maintaining the City’s 
parking programs has 
increased substantially, 
including expenses related 
to permit and ticket pro-
cessing contracts, parking 
meter maintenance and 
repairs, technology and 
data services, postage, and 
staffing.

At the same time, Somer-
ville continues to face 
growing pressure on its 
limited on-street parking 
supply as the most dense-
ly populated city in the 
Northeast.

To continue meeting 
the operational needs 
of Somerville’s parking 
system, the City’s Parking 
Department conducted a 
broader review of parking 
operations, including cur-
rent fee structures, peer 
municipality rates, system 
operating costs, and long-
term program sustainabil-
ity, to help inform the new 
rates.

For more information visit 
somervillema.gov/parking

THE GOVERNOR AND ATTORNEY GENERAL 
WARN ABOUT ILLEGAL RENTER-PAID BROKER FEES

By Bob Katzen

A new law that took effect 
last August requires land-
lords, instead of renters, 
to cover the cost of broker 
fees unless a renter is the 
one to hire the broker 
first.

Amidst reports that some 
brokers and landlords 
are attempting to illegally 

charge these fees to rent-
ers, Gov. Maura Healey 
and Attorney General 
Andrea Campbell last 
week reminded renters, 
landlords and brokers 
that under Massachusetts 
law, a broker fee may only 
be charged to the party 
who hired the broker. 
Both offices say they are 
working to ensure renters 
understand their rights 

and that landlords and 
brokers understand their 
obligations.

“Any broker or landlord 
who continues trying to 
charge illegal fees is break-
ing the law, taking advan-
tage of renters who are 
already struggling with 
high housing costs and 
will be at risk of losing 
their license,” said Healey. 

“Renters should know 
their rights, and if any-
one tries to charge them 
unlawful fees, they should 
report it immediately.”

“This law establishes a 
clear standard: a broker 
may only charge a tenant a 
fee if the broker is work-
ing for the tenant and 
not for the landlord,” said 
Campbell. “I encourage 

anyone who may have 
been charged an unlawful 
fee to report it, so that my 
office can continue pro-
tecting renters and help-
ing ensure compliance 
with the new law.”
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.

Somerville Honoring Pride Month and Celebrating Queer Community
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BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

By Bob Katzen

Senate 4-35, rejected an amendment 
that would provide $300,000 for 
the Inspector General to conduct an 
investigation into the spending by 
and practices of the Group Insurance 
Commission (GIC) which provides 

health insurance coverage for the 
460,000 public employees, retirees and 
dependents.

Amendment supporters said that the 
commission is funded to the tune of 
$2.7 billion per year and argued that 
its spending and practices should be 

investigated to be sure the funds are 
well used. They noted that they are not 
pointing fingers at the commission 
but simply want to ensure its proper 
functioning and spending.

Amendment opponents said that the 
commission is doing a good job and is 

already the most regulated, overseen 
and investigated agency in the state. 
They noted the Division of Insur-
ance oversees the commission which 
requires adherence to rate setting and 
other financial regulations determined 
by the division.

(A “Yes” vote is for the $300,000 investi-
gation. A “No” vote is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

$300,000 TO INVESTIGATE THE GROUP INSURANCE COMMISSION (S 4)

Somerville Honoring Pride Month and Celebrating Queer Community
Join the Pride Flag Raising on June 
4 and the Big Gay Dance Party on 
June 27

SOMERVILLE – Prepare for Born 
This Way to re-enter the charts 
as Pride Month 2026 kicks off in 
Somerville.

The City of Somerville’s Health and 
Human Services Department will 

kick off Pride Month with the annual 
Pride Flag Raising ceremony on 
Thursday, June 4, at 5 p.m. on the 
City Hall Concourse. Community 
members are invited to join for 
remarks from Mayor Wilson, the 
LGBTQ+ Services Division, and 
youth representatives from Somer-
ville’s LGBTQ+ community. This 
year, the City will also welcome for-
mer Mayor Dorothy Kelly Gay, who 

raised City Hall’s first Pride Flag.

The queer joy continues all month 
long with Somerville Art Coun-
cil’s Big Gay Dance Party in Union 
Square on Saturday, June 27, from 
4:30 to 8:30 p.m. This year’s theme 
of “Gender Euphoria” celebrates 
the joy of feeling good in your body 
and in being who you are, including 
performances by drag artists Amanda 

Playwith and Andi van Dyke

Show up and show out as your self-
iest self as Somerville celebrates the 
LGBTQ+ community together.

For information about Pride events, 
LGBTQ+ services, or available 
resources in Somerville, please email 
lgbtqservices@somervillema.gov.
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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By Bob Katzen

Senate 40-0, approved a 
$63.37 billion fiscal 2027 
state budget after three 
days of debate. The House 
has already approved a 
different version, and a 
House-Senate conference 
committee will eventually 
craft a compromise plan 
that will be presented to 
the House and Senate 
for consideration and 
then sent to Gov. Maura 
Healey.

“This budget is proof of 
what we can accomplish 
when every member of 
this chamber brings their 

best to the table,” said 
Senate President Kar-
en Spilka (D-Ashland). 
“Together, we have built a 
spending plan that meets 
this moment and delivers 
record investments in our 
cities and towns, expands 
access to food and eco-
nomic security for our 
most vulnerable residents 
and creates new pathways 
for housing growth across 
the commonwealth. This 
is a budget that reflects the 
kind of state we are com-
mitted to being, investing 
in our people, protecting 
our communities, and 
leading with purpose even 
in uncertain times.”

 
“Over these past three 
days, Senators have 
embraced the collabora-
tive budget process and 
engaged in a thoughtful 
manner to address our 
shared priorities in ar-
eas like early education, 
special education, school-
based mental health, food 
security, child protection, 
public safety, and support-
ive housing for our most 
vulnerable,” said Sen. 
Mike Rodrigues (D-West-
port), chair of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and 
Means. “The deliberations 
this week are a strong ex-
ample of our commitment 

to fiscal responsibility and 
living within our means 
to produce positive results 
for the commonwealth 
during this time of con-
tinued economic uncer-
tainty.”

“This budget proposal re-
flects the Senate’s commit-
ment to meet this moment 
with urgency, compas-
sion, skill, and resolve,” 
said Sen. Jo Comerford 
(D-Northampton), Vice 
Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and 
Means. “As residents and 
communities across Mas-
sachusetts face rising costs 
and constant uncertain-

ty, this proposal makes 
critical investments in 
food security, health care, 
education and municipal 
support. While we cannot 
fully address the hardship 
stemming from federal 
cuts, this budget works to 
protect essential services 
and to guard against fur-
ther harm.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
$63.37 billion fiscal 2027 
state budget.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

By Bob Katzen

The Senate approved, on a voice 
vote without a roll call, a $2.737 
billion bond bill to fund various 
local, regional and state trans-
portation programs.

The package includes $300 
million for cities and towns for 
local road and bridges — $200 
million which will be distribut-
ed to all municipalities based 

on the standard Chapter 90 
Program distribution formu-
la and another $100 million 
which will be distributed to all 
municipalities based solely on 
road mileage.

Provisions include $500 million 
for the Lifecycle Asset Man-
agement Program which aids 
non-federally funded roads 
and targets the pavement and 
bridges across the state that are 

in the worst condition; $200 
million for capital projects to 
support housing development, 
including stormwater manage-
ment, culverts and bike and 
pedestrian improvements; $200 
million for a new accelerated 
deferred maintenance and 
modernization program for in-
frastructure under the care and 
control of the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation; 
and $200 million for the MBTA 
for the procurement of electri-
cally powered locomotives.

Only final approval is needed in 
each branch prior to the pack-
age going to Gov. Maura Healey 
for her signature.

“Today, the Senate is authoriz-
ing funding that will go directly 
toward fixing potholes, repair-
ing local bridges and building 
on the progress Massachusetts 

public transit has made,” said 
Senate President Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “At the same 
time, this legislation will help 
ease serious financial burdens 
on cities and towns that are 
navigating a difficult fiscal 
moment.”

“With the winter of 2026 in 
the rearview mirror, the Senate 
now moves forward in address-
ing long-term capital projects 
for roadways and bridges all 
across the commonwealth,” 
said Sen. Mike Rodrigues 
(D-Westport), chair of the 
Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means. “This sweeping bond 
bill provides critical support 
for capital projects in transpor-
tation that will spur housing 
development, make our roads 
and bridges safer and continue 
to improve upon the MBTA’s 
ongoing railway improvement 

project. This legislation builds 
upon our commitment to make 
Massachusetts the leader and 
a model for a safe and state-of-
the-art public transportation 
system.”

Adam Chapdelaine, Executive 
Director of the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association, said, 
“With this legislation suc-
cessfully advancing through 
the Senate today, municipal 
leaders across the common-
wealth are seeing a powerful, 
bipartisan commitment to our 
local infrastructure. Chapter 90 
remains the premier program 
for promoting the safety and 
reliability of municipal roads 
and bridges.”

$2.737 BILLION FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS
 INCLUDING $300 MILLION FOR LOCAL ROAD AND BRIDGES (H 5375)

SENATE APPROVES $63.37 BILLION FISCAL 2027 STATE BUDGET (S 4)

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
Request to share missing person flyer

Dear Somerville News 
Weekly team:

My relative Jackson 
Capoldo has gone miss-
ing from his residence 
at 250 Powderhouse 
Boulevard in Somer-
ville. He was last seen 
04/28/2026 and has 
been reported to the 
Somerville Police De-
partment as a missing 

person. Jackson is under 
the care of a physician 
and is a vulnerable 
missing adult.

Would you please 
consider sharing the 
attached missing person 
flyer across your news 
platforms?

Any assistance you can 
provide would be sin-

cerely appreciated.

Thank you,
Nicholas Helldorfer 
Cicchinelli
(Jackson’s cousin / for-
mer Somerville resi-
dent)
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy, please post this in your news pa-
per and online. A Somerville resident 
received this notice in the mail.

It’s almost believable with the excep-
tion of the payment address, the photo 
is incorrectly poised. Please warn 
residents to ignore this fake notice it’s 
a scam. If you can highlight the areas 
that prove it’s fraud

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Fake Somerville Bills
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten 
Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@
somervillema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

$254,000 TO MONITOR WATER QUALITY AT BAY STATE BEACHES
By Bob Katzen

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) announced that it 
is awarding $254,000 in 

grant funding to Massa-
chusetts to monitor water 
quality at beaches and to 
notify the public if elevat-
ed levels of bacteria make 
swimming unsafe.

“New England’s beaches 
are central to the region’s 
coastal way of life, sus-
taining communities and 
driving local economies,” 

said EPA New England 
Regional Administrator 
Mark Sanborn. “This 
funding helps protect 
human health by ensur-
ing beaches are regularly 

monitored so Americans 
can enjoy clean, safe water 
for swimming and recre-
ation.”

By Bob Katzen

The Raise Up Massachusetts Coali-
tion announced that the State De-
partment of Revenue certified that 
Massachusetts collected more than 
$3.1 billion in revenue from the 
state’s 4 percent surtax on million-
aires over the first ten months of 
the state’s current fiscal year. They 
said that is a 20 percent increase 
over the $2.5 billion collected at 
that same point last year.

The revenue is generated by the 
2022 voter-approved constitutional 
amendment, known by supporters 
as the Millionaire’s Tax and the Fair 
Share Amendment, which imposes 
an income surtax of an additional 4 
percent, in addition to the current 

flat 5 percent one, on taxpayers’ 
earnings of more than $1 million 
annually.

“Nearly four years after voters 
passed the Fair Share Amendment, 
it’s still surpassing expectations,” 
said Raise Up Massachusetts 
spokesperson Andrew Farnitano. 
“The skeptics who said multi-mil-
lionaires would flee for other 
states rather than pay their fair 
share are being proved wrong. The 
ultra-rich are clearly staying in 
Massachusetts and paying more in 
taxes, leading to the tax’s massive 
overperformance relative to initial 
projections.”

Farnitano continued, “Thanks to 
this windfall paid for by the richest 

1 percent, we’re allocating billions 
of dollars to improve our public 
schools, colleges, roads, bridges 
and public transportation. We’re 
finally fixing the T and rebuilding 
crumbling bridges across the state. 
We’re delivering record funding to 
local public schools and colleges 
and increasing access to affordable 
childcare. And Fair Share-funded 
programs like universal free school 
meals, free community college 
and free buses are making a real 
difference in the cost of living for 
Massachusetts families.”

“The latest claims from Raise Up 
Massachusetts ignore the broad-
er economic reality facing the 
commonwealth,” said Paul Craney, 
executive Director of the Massa-

chusetts Fiscal Alliance. “While 
revenues from the surtax may be 
higher in the short term, that does 
not mean the policy is leaving our 
state on a solid economic footing. 
Massachusetts has seen above 
average unemployment compared 
to national trends, alongside a 
growing reputation for being far 
less economically competitive than 
it had been and downright hostile 
to employers.”

Craney continued, “In the last sev-
eral months alone, we’ve witnessed 
a steady stream of high-profile 
business closures, relocations and 
expansions happening elsewhere, 
which should concern anyone 
focused on long-term growth. At 
the same time, Massachusetts con-

tinues to experience a significant 
outflow of residents and wealth to 
lower-cost, lower-tax states, a trend 
greatly exacerbated by this surtax.”

“Temporary revenue spikes should 
not be confused with sustainable 
economic health. Policymakers 
should be asking whether these 
policies are strengthening the 
state’s long-term competitiveness 
or simply extracting more in the 
short run. Massachusetts cannot 
afford to ignore the warning signs 
while celebrating a revenue surge 
that will inevitably prove fleeting.”

$3.1 BILLION IN REVENUE FROM THE NEW 4 PERCENT SURTAX ON MILLIONAIRES
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Mount Vernon Restaurant

By Bob Katzen

Senate 36-4, approved an 
amendment that would 
repeal a current law, often 
called “Learnfare,” that 
allows the state to re-
duce Transitional Aid to 
Families with Dependent 
Children (TAFDC) finan-
cial assistance to families 
whose children under age 
16 have excessive unex-
cused school absences. 
The reduction or end to 
the benefits would apply 
only to the aid received by 
the child with the unex-
cused absences.

The amendment also 
tasked the Department of 

Transitional Assistance to 
seek federal permission to 
prevent SNAP recipients 
from using their public 
benefits on candy and soft 
drinks.

“Learnfare is an outdated 
state policy from 1995 
that strips low-income 
families of their TAFDC 
financial assistance if a 
student has too many 
unexcused absences from 
school,” said amend-
ment sponsor Sen. Jason 
Lewis (D-Winchester). 
“Learnfare has proven to 
be ineffective, inequita-
ble, needlessly punitive 
and pushes away stu-
dents and families who 

need support the most. 
Chronic absenteeism 
for low-income students 
often comes from barri-
ers such as housing and 
food insecurity, lack of 
transportation, illness and 
mental health struggles, 
disabilities and family 
responsibilities. We are 
working at the local and 
state level to address these 
issues to combat chronic 
absenteeism which has 
declined since the pan-
demic but still remains a 
problem.”

Lewis continued, “At the 
end of the day, taking 
away critical assistance 
from financially strug-

gling families simply does 
not get students to attend 
school and only makes 
things worse, which 
is why I was proud to 
champion this issue and 
lead my Senate colleagues 
in voting to repeal Learn-
fare.”

Four of the chamber’s five 
Republicans voted against 
the repeal — Sens. Kelly 
Dooner (R-Taunton), 
Peter Durant (R-Spencer), 
Ryan Fattman (R-Sut-
ton) and Bruce Tarr 
(R-Gloucester). None of 
them spoke against the 
repeal during the Senate 
debate and none respond-
ed to repeated requests by 

Beacon Hill Roll Call ask-
ing them why they voted 
against the repeal.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment that would 
repeal a current law that 
allows the state to reduce 
TAFDC financial assis-
tance to families whose 
children under age 16 
have excessive unexcused 
school absences. A “No” 
vote is against the repeal 
and favors keeping the 
current law on the books.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

UNEXCUSED SCHOOL ABSENCES AND WELFARE BENEFITS (S 4)
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Medford: Happy 90th Birthday to Roz Weiss!
“It’s a special thing when 
someone dedicates their 
time and energy to the 
service of others. And at 
90 years old, that’s what 
Roz Weiss is still doing 
after 25 years for students 
at the McGlynn Elementa-
ry School.

Roz was a class chaperone 
on Ms. Griffins’s third 
grade class field trip to 
City Hall earlier this week 
and I had the honor of 
recognizing her service 
and love for Medford on 
her 90th birthday!

Happy birthday Roz and 

thank you for everything 
you’re still doing for our 
school community!”

(As posted on Mayor 
Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
Facebook page)

Mowing of City passive-use lawns 
paused in May to provide food sources 
for regional birds, insects, and more

SOMERVILLE – Noticing the grass is 
growing taller than usual? It’s intention-
al. During the month of May, mowing 
of City-owned passive-use grassy areas 
are paused as part of the international 
“No Mow May” initiative. The intent 
is to support biodiversity and provide 
vital food sources for reemerging 
pollinators — like bees, beetles, and 
butterflies — this spring. During this 
time, the exception is athletic fields and 
cemeteries, which are regularly mown 
per usual.

The city is participating because 
although pollinators may be tiny 
creatures they have an outsize impact 

on agriculture and the food supply, and 
they are deemed under threat. Roughly 
one-third of the food you eat needs in-
sect pollination to reach your plate and 
pollinators are in decline. No Mow May 
is encouraged because pollinators wake 
up from winter in the early spring and 
need something to eat, but the flowers 
they rely on may be hard to find. 
Letting flowers in lawns grow in April 
and May gives pollinators an important 
food source.

While the grass grows, Somerville’s 
Department of Public Works (DPW) 
along with our Public Space and Urban 
Forestry division are focusing those 

freed-up labor hours on spring cleaning 
and planting in parks and open spaces 
citywide.

Residents and businesses can do their 
part too by waiting to mow their own 
lawns as flowers continue to bloom. 
Grass mowing enforcement will be 
relaxed on private property throughout 
the month for No Mow May. Please 
note, overgrowth violations that 
impede sidewalk passage or excessive 
overgrowth from long-term unman-
aged vegetation that could contribute to 
rodent harborage will still be subject to 
enforcement.

Get “in the weeds” on why pollina-
tors matter and other ways the city is 
working to do its part to protect them 
by checking out Somerville’s Pollina-
tor Action Plan. It’s a first of its kind 
plan created specifically for an urban 
environment. Designed for broad use, 
the plan highlights local pollinators and 
provides recommendations, plant lists, 
and design guidance that community 
members can use to build habitats. To 
review the full plan, visit somervillema.
gov/pollinators.

“No Mow May” in Somerville Underway to Support Local Pollinators
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved an 
amendment that would 
increase funding for 
YMCAs across the state 
by $800,000 (from $7.2 

million to $8 million.)

“Having spent countless 
hours at my local Boys 
and Girls Club, shooting 
hoops as a kid and later 
as a youth mentor, I have 

seen firsthand the trans-
formative impact these 
organizations have on 
children and teens,” said 
amendment sponsor Sen. 
John Velis (D-Westfield). 
“That is why I am beyond 

proud to champion this 
increased funding for 
the Boys and Girls Clubs 
in the Senate’s proposed 
budget, ensuring they can 
continue providing essen-
tial resources and support 

to the next generation.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
$800,000.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

$800,000 FOR YMCA (S 4)
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

SOMERVILLE – Carnaval is ready to 
transform Broadway once again into 
an open-air festival filled with music, 
movement, food, family activities, 
local vendors, and performances 
celebrating East Somerville.

Presented by the Somerville Arts 
Council and East Somerville Main 
Streets, SomerSteets: Carnaval will 
take place on June 7, from 2-6 p.m. 
along Broadway, from Pennsylvania 
Avenue to McGrath Highway. The 
rain date is Sunday, June 14.

“SomerStreets: Carnaval is a cele-
bration of the cultures, businesses, 
families, artists, and neighbors that 
make this community so dynamic,” 
said Mayor Jake Wilson. “I’m grateful 
to East Somerville Main Streets, the 
City’s Arts Council, and everyone 
helping bring Broadway to life for a 
day of joy, connection, and commu-

nity pride.”

The celebration will kick off with a 
Brazilian-style opening procession 
featuring Grooversity and Samba 
Viva, followed by a day full of live en-
tertainment, delicious food vendors, 
and family-friendly programming.

Click here for SomerStreets: Carnaval 
photos.

SomerStreets is the City’s annual 
series of free, family-friendly open 
streets events. Each event closes a 
major roadway to vehicle traffic and 
opens it for walking, biking, music, 
play, and community celebration.

More information is available at 
somervillema.gov/somerstreets.

By Bob Katzen

Senate 35-4, upheld 
the ruling of Sen. Will 
Brownsberger (D-Bel-
mont), the acting Senate 
president at the time 
of the ruling, that ten 
amendments which pro-
posed tax reductions will 
be prohibited from being 
debate and voted on by 

the Senate.

The proposed tax reduc-
tions include a reduction 
in the income tax, short 
term capital gains tax, 
estate tax, tax on overtime 
work and tax on tips.

Sen. Brownsberger said 
the ten tax reduction 
amendments would 

technically turn the state 
budget into a money bill 
and noted that under the 
Massachusetts Constitu-
tion, all money bills must 
originate in the House of 
Representatives.

Opponents of the ruling 
said the ruling is misguid-
ed and inappropriate and 
argued this is simply a 

way to avoid Democrats 
going on record as voting 
“No” on tax cuts. They 
noted that amendments 
that raise, not lower taxes, 
would make the bill a 
money bill.

(A “Yes” vote supports the 
ruling that prohibits the 
tax reductions amend-
ments from being debated 

and voted on by the Sen-
ate. A “No” vote is against 
the ruling and favors 
allowing the tax reduction 
amendments to be debat-
ed and voted upon.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

SomerStreets: Carnaval Bringing Music, Food, Culture, and Community to East Somerville

PROHIBIT TAX REDUCTION AMENDENTS FROM BEING CONSIDERED (S 4)
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


