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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 13 Continuded to page 15

Continued to page 13

LEGISLATIVE 
STIPENDS

Make Your Plan for Somerville’s “Salute to 
Service” Parade May 16 & Remembrance Ceremony on May 25 

Memorial Drive Shooting 
Under Investigation 
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/
Jack-Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Kevin R. Murphy

Obituary
DiMitrios Lazarou- A 
longtime resident of Somer-
ville, affectionately known 

as Dimitri, passed away at 
home after a brief battle with 
cancer on Thursday, May 7, 
2026. He was 88 years old.

Born and raised in Kato, 
Fteria, Greece, he was the 
beloved son of the late Elias 
and Joanna (Penopoulou) 
Lazarou.

Dimitri immigrated to the 
US to better his life for 
himself and for his family. 
Upon arriving in the US, he 
continued his education and 

graduated from Northeast-
ern University. He had a suc-
cessful career in technology, 
working for Northeastern, 
Tufts, and MIT, just to name 
a few. Dimitri was a kind 
and loving man and will be 
missed.

Beloved son of the late Elias 
and Joanna (Penopoulou) 
Lazarou. Devoted brother of 
Naum Lazarou of Somerville 
and the late Lazros Lazarou. 
He is also lovingly survived 
by many loving family 

members in Canada and in 
Greece.

A funeral service will be 
held in the Dormition of the 
Virgin Mary Church Greek 
Orthodox Church 52 Central 
St. Somerville on Tuesday, 
May 12 at 10:00AM. Please 
meet directly at church.

Relatives and friends are 
invited to attend.

Services will conclude with 
Dimitri being laid to rest 

with his beloved parents 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Everett.

In lieu of flowers contribu-
tions may be made to the 
Dormition of the Virgin 
Mary Greek Orthodox 
Church, 29 Central St. 
Somerville, MA 02143

Somerville/Medford Remembering DiMitrios Lazarou

Obituary
Kevin R. Murphy – of 
Somerville, passed away on 
Friday, May 8, 2026. He was 
60 years old.

Born in Arlington and 
raised in Somerville, he was 
the cherished beloved son 
of Richard C. Murphy and 
Mary Ellen (Pinkham) Puli-

afice and her husband, John. 
Kevin loved being outdoors, 
especially near the water. 
He found a sense of peace 
whenever he was by the 
ocean or out on the water. 
An avid fisherman, Kevin 
viewed fishing as more than 
just a hobby to him, it was 
truly a sport and one of life’s 
greatest enjoyments.

He also loved traveling to 
Cape Cod, where he enjoyed 
the sandy beaches and clear 
blue ocean water. Kevin was 
also a die-hard Boston sports 
fan. Whenever a game was 
on, you could always find 
him in his chair cheering on 
his favorite Boston teams as 
if he were right there in the 

stands.
Beloved husband of Jeanne 
Arsenault of Woburn. 
Devoted father of Shannon 
Doucette and her husband 
Christopher of Lowell. He 
is also lovingly survived by 
many loving aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Services will be private.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Ann Galatis-Nemphos

Obituary

Ann Galatis-Nemphos of 
Reading, passed away after 
a brief illness on Monday, 
May 11, 2026. She was 96 

years old. Born in Bos-
ton, she was the beloved 
daughter of the late Petros 
and Chrsanthy (Deliyan-
nis) Hagemike and sister 
of the late Anthony Hage-
mike.

A longtime devoted mem-
ber of Dormition of the 
Virgin Mary Greek Ortho-
dox Church, she dedicated 
countless hours to her 
parish community and 
found great comfort and 
purpose in her faith. Ann 
was a past choir member 
and former president 

of the Saint Catherine’s 
Philoptochos Society, 
where she worked tireless-
ly to support the church 
and help those in need. 
She treasured the friend-
ships and sense of com-
munity she built through 
her church and took great 
pride in preserving the 
traditions and values of 
her Greek Orthodox faith.

Beloved wife of the late 
Speros Nemphos. Devoted 
mother of Bill, Christine, 
Karen, Lisa and their 
loving families. Cherished 

grandmother of Amy, Bil-
ly, David, Michael, Alexia, 
Amanda, Andrew and Jes-
sica. Loving great-grand-
mother of Micah, Will, 
Theo, Bree and Ellie.

Callings Hours will be 
held in the Dormition of 
the Virgin Mary Greek 
Orthodox Church, 29 
Central St., Somerville, 
MA on Thursday, May 
14,2026 from 9:30AM to 
11:00AM, immediately 
followed be a funeral ser-
vice at 11:00AM. Relatives 
and friends are cordially 

invited to attend.

Immediately following the 
funeral service, the family 
kindly invites everyone 
to join them for lunch in 
the Dilboy Banquet Hall, 
adjacent to the church.

Entombment at Wood-
lawn Cemetery, Everett 
will be private.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
Dormition Building Fund, 
29 Central Street, Somer-
ville, MA 02143.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Michele Guarino

Obituary
Guarino, Michele – A long-
time resident of Somerville, 
passed away peacefully at 
home after a brief illness, 
with his wife by his side, on 
Tuesday, May 5, 2026. He 

was 89 years old.

Born and raised in Mirabel-
la, Avellino, Italy, he was the 
beloved son of the late Rai-
mondo and Antoniette Gua-
rino. Michele immigrated to 
the United States, where he 
built a successful career as 
a skilled stone mason. His 
attention to detail was truly 
unmatched, and his crafts-
manship reflected both pride 
and dedication.

When he was not working, 
Michele found great joy in 
tending to his garden, which 
brought him a sense of peace 
and tranquility. His passion 
for gardening even extended 
to making his own wine. He 
also loved barbecuing and 
spending quality time with 
his family, especially with his 
beloved wife, Geri.

Beloved husband of 45 
years to Geraldine (Cer-
rione) Guarino. Devoted 

brother of Romilda Pirrone 
of Italy, Giovanni Guarino 
of Medford, Marie DeS-
imone of Arizona and the 
late Pasquale Guarino. Also 
lovingly survived by many 
loving, nieces, nephews, and 
extended family members 
her in the U.S and in Italy.

Calling hours will be held 
on Monday, May 11th in the 
George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home 855 Broadway (Pow-
der House Sq.) Somerville 

from 10:00AM to 1:00PM. 
Followed by a prayer service 
at 1:00PM. Relatives and 
friends are invited to attend.

Services will conclude with 
entombment at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

In lieu of flower’s memo-
rial contributions may be 
made in Michele’s name to 
American Heart Association 
P.O. Box 840692 Dallas, TX 
75284.	
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Your thoughts?

Should President Trump 
go on this trip or abort it?

Beijing, May 2026 — Pres-
ident Donald Trump is 
set to arrive in Beijing on 
May 14-15 for high-stakes 
talks with Chinese

By William Tauro

President Xi Jinping, 
the first visit by a sitting 
U.S. president to China 
in nearly a decade. The 
agenda includes trade 
tariffs, Taiwan tensions, AI 
competition, and lingering 
fallout from the Iran con-
flict. While the summit 
aims to stabilize relations, 
a nightmare hypothetical 
looms: What if a rogue 
People’s Liberation Army 
Air Force (PLAAF) pilot 

loses control, misidentifies 
the aircraft, or acts inde-
pendently and fires on Air 
Force One?

The VC-25A presidential 
aircraft flies with robust 
defenses — fighter es-
corts, electronic warfare 
support, and layered 
intelligence. Yet a missile 
strike from a Chinese J-20 
or similar fighter, even by 
a single “out-of-control” 
pilot, could prove cat-
astrophic over Chinese 
airspace or nearby waters.
Immediate Aftermath

U.S. command would 
detect the incident in-
stantly. Continuity-of-gov-
ernment protocols would 
activate: Vice President JD 
Vance would be sworn in. 
U.S. forces would surge 
to DEFCON 2 or higher. 

Pacific assets would race 
to the site for search-and-
rescue, while intelligence 
agencies assessed whether 
the act was truly rogue or 
a broader provocation. ￼

China would likely re-
spond with swift public 
condemnation of the 
pilot, expressions of “deep 
regret,” and promises of 
a full investigation, em-
phasizing independent 
action (mechanical failure, 
disorientation, or personal 
motives). Beijing would 
offer condolences while 
state media worked to 
contain the narrative. The 
U.S. would demand im-
mediate access to the pilot, 
radar logs, and wreckage 
— refusal or delays would 
raise suspicions of state 
involvement. ￼
Escalation and Global 
Impact.

Under international law, 
an unprovoked attack on 
a head-of-state aircraft is a 
grave breach, tantamount 
to an act of war or terror-
ism. U.S. retaliation could 
include targeted strikes 
on PLAAF assets, naval 
actions in the South China 
Sea, or cyber responses. 
Allies would rally; mar-
kets would crater amid 
supply chain chaos and 
energy spikes. Diplomatic 

hotlines would strain to 
prevent full-scale conflict, 
but trust would shatter.

A genuine rogue-pilot 
scenario might allow 
de-escalation through 
joint probes, yet domestic 
pressure in Washington 
for strong action would be 
overwhelming. The fallout 
could redefine U.S.-China 
relations for decades.

Should President Trump 
Take This Risk?
Presidential travel to 
adversarial capitals always 
carries calculated dangers, 
but security protocols, 
mutual deterrence, ad-
vance teams, and escorts 
make a shoot-down ex-
traordinarily unlikely. Past 
presidents (Nixon, Carter, 
others) visited China amid 
tensions without incident. 
Canceling would signal 
weakness, damage diplo-
macy on critical issues 
like trade and regional 
stability, and hand propa-
ganda wins to hardliners 
in Beijing. Trump has 
emphasized strength and 
deal-making; proceeding 
with ironclad security — 
while keeping options for 
future summits in neutral 
venues — aligns with that 
approach. The greater 
long-term risk may lie 
in avoiding engagement 

altogether.
In reality, both sides 
have powerful incentives 
for a smooth visit. This 
hypothetical highlights 
the razor-thin margin in 
superpower diplomacy, 
where one errant actor 
could ignite crisis — yet 
also why such high-level 
meetings remain essential 
for managing competition 
without catastrophe. The 
world will watch closely 
as Air Force One touches 
down in Beijing.

“On Air with Billy Tau-
ro” Please Like and Fol-
low Us On Facebook 
for more cool and ex-
citing news updates and 
events! https://www.
facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100057320933117 
#Billy #Politicalcorrup-
tion #onairwithBillyTauro 
#Ballstospeakup #Nofilter 
#WilliamTauro #BillyTau-
ro #iexposeassholes #Pol-
itics #Rightwing #Forth-
epeople #iwillexposeyou 
#Somerville

Hypothetical Crisis: Rogue Chinese Pilot Downs Air Force One During Trump’s Beijing Summit
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 

and absolutely worth checking 
them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned 
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 

please reach out and we will do 
our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

Senate 37-3, approved its 
own version of the PRO-
TECT Act that supporters 
said would establish state-
wide standards governing 
interactions between state 
and local law enforcement 
and federal immigration 
enforcement. The House 
has already approved its 
own version of the mea-
sure and a House-Senate 
conference committee will 
eventually hammer out a 
compromise version.

Provisions include prohib-
iting state and local law 
enforcement from stop-
ping, questioning or tar-
geting individuals based 
solely on immigration or 
citizenship status; pro-
hibiting warrantless civil 
immigration arrests in 
sensitive locations such as 
schools, childcare centers, 
hospitals, houses of wor-
ship and state courthous-
es; strengthening protec-

tions for immigrants who 
are victims or witnesses of 
crimes, including traffick-
ing victims and expediting 
visa processes so they can 
safely assist law enforce-
ment and prosecutors; 
blocking unauthorized 
deployment of other 
states’ National Guards 
into Massachusetts; and 
allowing parents facing 
detention or deportation 
to pre-arrange guardian-
ship for their children.

“The PROTECT Act is 
comprehensive legislation 
that defends the values 
enshrined in the Mas-
sachusetts Constitution, 
particularly equal protec-
tion under the law for all,” 
said Sen. Cindy Friedman 
(D-Arlington). “This bill 
will increase protections 
for our residents, spells 
out plainly and clearly that 
Massachusetts law en-
forcement officers are not 
responsible for aiding civil 
immigration enforcement, 

and importantly, stands up 
for our immigrant com-
munity in the face of an 
adversarial federal govern-
ment.”

“My parents came to 
Lawrence with very little 
and gave everything they 
had to this community,” 
said Sen. Pavel Payano 
(D-Lawrence). “That same 
story is being lived by 
immigrant families across 
our Gateway Cities today. 
They are our neighbors, 
our teachers, our health 
care workers, our small 
business owners. The 
people who keep Massa-
chusetts moving.”

Payano continued, “The 
PROTECT Act makes 
clear that no matter what 
happens in Washington, 
Massachusetts will not 
allow our institutions or 
our communities to be 
weaponized against the 
people who helped build 
them. Today we made 

clear whose side we are 
on. This is an important 
step forward, but the fight 
to protect dignity and 
basic humanity is far from 
over.”

Sen. Adam Gomez 
(D-Springfield) said, 
“When the Federal gov-
ernment fails to protect 
our communities, and 
starts attacking our immi-
grant neighbors, we stand 
up in Massachusetts for 
what is just and right. To 
those immigrant fami-
lies forced now to live in 
fear we tell them: We are 
standing with you. You are 
not alone. Fear will not 
win. We will keep leading 
and protecting our neigh-
bors from any kind of 
abuse. Hate doesn’t have 
a place in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.”

Sen. Ryan Fattman (R-Sut-
ton) who voted against 
the bill, said that while 
he supports the underly-

ing premise of the leg-
islation, he voted “No” 
because he vehemently 
objects to a provision that 
prohibits local and state 
law enforcement from 
working with federal law 
enforcement to apprehend 
dangerous felons accused 
of committing violent 
crimes.

The only two other sena-
tors who voted against the 
bill, Sens. Peter Durant 
(R-Spencer) and Kelly 
Dooner (R-Taunton), did 
not respond to repeated 
requests from Beacon Hill 
Roll Call asking them why 
they voted against the 
bill, nor did they speak 
out against the bill during 
Senate debate on it.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. 
A “No” vote is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

GET OPINION OF SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT (S 3083)
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Medford Police Lieutenant Michael Fahey 
Retires After 40 Years of Honorable and Dedicated Service

The Medford Police De-
partment proudly an-
nounces the retirement of 
Lieutenant Michael Fahey 
after 40 years of honorable 
and dedicated service to 
the City of Medford.

Lieutenant Fahey was 
sworn in as a full-time po-
lice officer on May 4, 1986. 
Prior to that, he served 
with both the Medford 
Special Police Division 
and the Medford Park 
Police, knowing from a 
young age that law en-

forcement was his calling.

Throughout his career, 
Lieutenant Fahey had the 
unique privilege of serving 
alongside generations of 
his family, including his 
father, Medford Auxilia-
ry Police Chief Thomas 
Fahey, his brother, Officer 
Patrick Fahey, who sadly 
passed away in 2007, and 
more recently, his son, 
Officer Cameron Fahey.

Over the course of four 
decades, Lieutenant Fahey 

served this department 
and community with pro-
fessionalism, leadership, 
integrity, and dedication. 
His impact on the officers 
he mentored, the col-
leagues he worked beside, 
and the countless resi-
dents he served will not be 
forgotten.

Lieutenant Fahey, thank 
you for your years of 
service and sacrifice. We 
wish you and your family 
a long, healthy, and happy 
retirement.

Medford Lions Club News Updates: Lions go to the Sea!
During March the well-
known Lions Club held an 
event for “Have a Heart.” 
What is more befitting 
than extending Charity to 
a Purple Heart or Youth. 
The Lions internationally 
are the largest volunteer 
worldwide Charity. They 
serve primarily Mass 
Eye Research, Tufts, BU, 
diabetes, and disaster aid. 
They had a successful 
evening and gathered over 
100 items for Salem Foster 
Care,

They were proud Satur-
day to be invited to the 
opening of the renovated, 

historic Plummer House 
in Salem, Ma, on the bay!

The Lions once again 
brought gifts for the Youth 
from ages 13-22 and wish-
es them all and the vital, 
dedicated Administration 
great luck in their fine 
housing and building
Feel BIG, BE A LION OR 
FRIEND TO THE CLUB. 
WATCH FOR THE Schol-
arship night inJune.

Sharo Deyeso, VP
sharondeyeso@ yahoo.
com
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

New board brings expertise 
in arts, events, and creative 
economy

SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville is announcing the 
appointed members of the 
Somerville Armory Advisory 

Board, a new body charged 
with helping shape the future of 
the Armory as a vibrant, com-
munity arts and cultural space.

The board will play a key role 
in advising on programming, 
partnerships, and long-term 
vision as the City advances 
plans to revitalize the Armory 
as a multi-use, public hub for 
arts, culture, and community 
gathering.

The appointments build on the 
City’s ongoing efforts to reopen 
and reimagine the Armory as 
an accessible, sustainable, and 
welcoming public space for 
artists, residents, and cultural 

organizations.

Armory Board Members
The inaugural board includes 
professionals with deep expe-
rience across creative indus-
tries, live events, and cultural 
strategy:

Jaina Cipriano – Experiential 
designer and filmmaker; found-
er of Finding Bright Studios 
and Executive Director of the 
Arlington International Film 
Festival.
Martin Gohary – Founder 
of Studio Maarten, a creative 
studio engaging communities 
through music, film, and live 
programming.

Bryan MacAuslan – Event 
producer and musician; owner 
of EventThem and The Ticket 
Union and founder of Com-
mon Roots.
Hester Tittmann – Cultural 
strategist and communications 
designer; founder and Cre-
ative Director of Rabbit Rabbit 
Studio.
Ellen Waylonis – Circus artist, 
director, producer, and cultur-
al organizer; Co-owner and 
CEO of Esh Circus Arts and 
co-founder of Circus 617.

Building a Space for Everyone
The Armory has long been a 
gathering place for Somerville 
residents and local artists. 

Through this next phase, the 
City aims to expand access, 
support local artists and organi-
zations, and create a flexible 
space that reflects the needs 
of the community today and 
into the future. The board will 
work alongside City staff and 
community stakeholders to 
help guide that process, ensur-
ing the Armory is a space that 
is creatively vibrant, broadly 
accessible, and publicly secured.

The City’s Armory information 
page on SomerVoice includes 
a user-friendly guide, timeline, 
and links regarding the leasing 
process at voice.somervillema.
gov/armory-master-plan.

Somerville Names Armory Advisory Board to Guide Future of Historic Art Space
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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Parade steps off at 11 a.m. 
from City Hall; Accessible 
parking spaces and viewing 
area available on first-come 
basis; Remembrance cere-
mony to follow on 5/25

SOMERVILLE— This 
weekend, events kick off 
in Somerville to honor the 

service and sacrifice of our 
veterans. First, join us this 
Saturday, May 16, for the 
‘Salute to Service’ parade 
(also known as Somerville’s 
Memorial Day parade). Then 
on Monday, May 25, Somer-
ville’s annual Memorial Day 
remembrance ceremony will 
be held at Veterans Ceme-
tery.

This year’s event timeline 
is a special observance of 
Memorial Day, Armed 
Forces Day, and the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Both the parade and 
the Remembrance Ceremo-
ny will take place rain or 
shine. More details below.

2026 Events
Parade:
Date/Time: Saturday, May 
16, at 11 a.m.
Starting Point: Somerville 
City Hall (93 Highland Ave.)
Accessibility:
o Ten temporary accessible 
parking spaces in the rear 
parking lot at the Somer-
ville Armory (191 Highland 
Ave.). Please access via the 
driveway.
o Viewing area available 
along Highland Ave. at the 
Somerville Armory (191 
Highland Ave.); spaces avail-
able on a first-come basis

Show your support with 
a salute, wave, or cheer as 

the parade makes its way in 
honor of those who served. 
Leading this year’s proces-
sion as Grand Marshals are 
Marine Corps. Vietnam vet-
eran honoree and Somerville 
resident, Leo S. Mingace, 
along with members of the 
Gold Star Wives of America, 
Inc. including New England 
Region Secretary, Marion 
Dennehy. The parade steps 
off from City Hall (93 High-
land Ave.) at 11 a.m. and will 
head west on Highland Ave., 
turning and proceeding 
onto Cedar St., turning from 
Cedar onto Franey Rd., and 
ending at Trum field.

Remembrance Ceremony:
Date/Time: Monday, May 

25, at 11 a.m.
Location: Somerville Vet-
erans Cemetery (between 
Alewife Brook Parkway and 
North Street)
Accessibility: Temporary 
accessible parking spaces 
available on the cemetery 
side of Broadway

Join us on Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 25, as com-
munity members, veterans, 
and city officials will gather 
to pay tribute to those who 
gave their lives in service to 
our country. The ceremony 
will include remarks from 
Mayor Wilson and Director 
of Veterans Services, Jerome 
Thomas.

CAMBRIDGE – Mid-
dlesex District Attorney 
Marian Ryan, Massachu-
setts State Police Colo-
nel Geoffrey Noble and 
Acting Police Commis-
sioner Pauline Wells have 
confirmed the ongoing in-
vestigation into a shooting 
that occurred this after-
noon on Memorial Drive 
in Cambridge between 
River Street and Pleasant 
Street Extension.

Shortly after 1:00 p.m. 
Cambridge Police received 
a call from Boston Police 
reporting that a person, 
later identified as the 
person involved in today’s 
shooting, might be in 
Cambridge and that he 
had been observed to be 
acting erratically. Boston 
Police also relayed that the 
suspect was believed to be 
in possession of a rifle.

Cambridge Police and 
Massachusetts State Police 
began a response to the 
area of Memorial Drive. 
When Massachusetts State 
Police arrived, they saw an 
active shooter situation. 
The suspect was on foot 
walking east in the road-
way, allegedly in posses-
sion of an assault-style ri-
fle, which he was actively 
firing in an erratic fashion 
at vehicles in the roadway.

The suspect allegedly shot 
two male victims who 
were inside separate cars 
before being confronted 
by a Massachusetts State 
Police Trooper and a civil-
ian, who was in legal pos-
session of a firearm. After 
being confronted, the sus-
pect allegedly continued 
to fire the weapon striking 
the State Police Cruiser. 
Both the civilian and the 
Trooper fired their weap-

ons and the suspect was 
struck multiple times in 
the extremities.

The suspect was treated 
on scene by police offi-
cers and transported to 
a Boston hospital. The 
two victims, who are not 
known to the suspect, 
have been hospitalized 
with life-threatening 
injuries.

The preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that up-
wards of 60 rounds were 
fired within a very short 
period of time. Thesuspect 
created a extraordinari-
ly dangerous situation 
during a busy part of the 
afternoon where innocent 
people were driving their 
vehicles, walking, biking 
and rowing on the river.

The suspect in this case 
has been identified as Ty-

ler Brown, 46 of Boston. 
Brown is currently in cus-
tody at the hospital and 
is expected to be charged 
with two counts of armed 
assault with intent to mur-
der and firearms offenses.

This is an active and ongo-
ing investigation being 
conducted by the Middle-
sex District Attorney’s Of-
fice, Massachusetts State 
Police and Cambridge 
Police. Anyone with any 
information or video from 
this afternoon is asked to 
call State Police Detectives 
at 781-897-6600.

Individuals involved have 
also asked that their priva-
cy be respected.

View the press conference 
here: https://youtu.be/
robX40dXB-4?si=PeXKi-
w1MVCAT3aVq

Memorial Drive Shooting Under Investigation

Make Your Plan for Somerville’s “Salute to Service” Parade on May 16 
& Remembrance Ceremony on May 25

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
Request to share missing person flyer

Dear Somerville News 
Weekly team:

My relative Jackson 
Capoldo has gone miss-
ing from his residence 
at 250 Powderhouse 
Boulevard in Somer-
ville. He was last seen 
04/28/2026 and has 
been reported to the 
Somerville Police De-
partment as a missing 

person. Jackson is under 
the care of a physician 
and is a vulnerable 
missing adult.

Would you please 
consider sharing the 
attached missing person 
flyer across your news 
platforms?

Any assistance you can 
provide would be sin-

cerely appreciated.

Thank you,
Nicholas Helldorfer 
Cicchinelli
(Jackson’s cousin / for-
mer Somerville resi-
dent)
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy, please post this in your news pa-
per and online. A Somerville resident 
received this notice in the mail.

It’s almost believable with the excep-
tion of the payment address, the photo 
is incorrectly poised. Please warn 
residents to ignore this fake notice it’s 
a scam. If you can highlight the areas 
that prove it’s fraud

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Fake Somerville Bills
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten 
Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@
somervillema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

“FOREIGN” SOCIAL SECURITY (H 5260)
By Bob Katzen

The Revenue Committee held a hearing 
on legislation that would extend the 
state tax treatment currently applied 
to Social Security income to public re-
tirement income earned abroad. Under 
current law, Social Security benefits are 
exempt from state taxation, but foreign 
public pensions are not.

Co-sponsors Rep. Lindsay Sabadosa 
(D-Northampton) and Sen. Jo Comer-
ford (D-Northampton) said they filed 
this bill to correct an inequity affecting 
a small but distinct group of retirees. 
“Some individuals spent a portion of 
their careers working abroad, during 
which time they contributed to a 
foreign public retirement system rather 
than U.S. Social Security,” said the 
pair. “Upon retiring in Massachusetts, 

they receive no Social Security credit 
for those years and must rely on their 
foreign pension to fill that gap. Taxing 
this income at the state level diminishes 
what retirees need to live with dignity 
and peace.”

SAFETY IN SCHOOLS (H 5157) – The 
Education Committee held a hearing 
on a proposal that supporters said 
would provide support for school 
districts that want to develop more 
holistic safety practices that do not rely 
on school-based policing and clarify 
the parameters for appropriate use 
of police powers in schools. The bill 
would create grants for school safety 
models like Oakland’s “peacekeeper” 
program; clarify boundaries on what 
conduct should be addressed by school 
resource officers; promote de-escalation 
and anti-bias techniques; and establish 

data-driven accountability measures.

Rep. Lindsay Sabadosa said she filed the 
bill because every student deserves to 
feel safe and supported in their school. 
She said that too often, students of 
color bear the brunt of school policing, 
facing disciplinary interventions that 
their peers do not. She noted the bill 
creates accountability, clarifies the role 
of law enforcement in schools and sets 
up a mechanism to invest in proven 
alternatives that ensure that all students 
will be treated with dignity.

THE “ENOUGH” FUND (S 3022) 
– The Committee on Community 
Development and Small Businesses 
held a hearing on legislation that would 
establish the ENOUGH Fund, a state-
wide initiative to support comprehen-
sive, community driven strategies that 

reduce poverty in distressed neighbor-
hoods. The program aligns housing, 
education, health, workforce and 
social services to improve long term 
outcomes for children and families. 
The fund would be administered by 
the Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities and could receive 
state and private funds.

“The Harlem Children’s Zone [in New 
York City] is a striking example of com-
munity, government and philanthropy 
working in unison to radically improve 
thousands of people’s lives for the 
better and it was inspiring to visit and 
learn about this seminal project with 
my Chelsea colleagues,” said sponsor 
Sen. Sal DiDomenico (D-Everett). “I 
am proud and excited to bring this 
innovative framework here to help 
combat poverty in my district and all 

over the commonwealth. The reason an 
initiative like this works is because they 
include holistic and community-driven 
programs that address the root causes 
of poverty and offer wrap-around 
high-quality services across every 
aspect of life from education to health 
care to childcare to community build-
ing and so much more.”

The initiative petition to reform the 
system under which lawmakers receive 
extra pay for serving in a leadership 
position and as committee chairs will 
not proceed to the ballot following 
the Supreme Judicial Court’s opinion 
that it is unconstitutional, according 
to Assistant Attorney General Anne 
Sterman who sent a letter to Secretary 
of State Bill Galvin last week saying 
the measure “may proceed no further.” 
Ironically in August, Attorney General 
Andrea Campbell’s office originally 
certified the measure as eligible for the 
ballot, but the letter nixes the proposal 
in light of the court opinion. The ad-
visory opinion was sought by the State 
Senate which opposes the measure.

The high court’s justices wrote last 
week that the proposal is unconsti-
tutional because it is in fact a Senate 
rules change, not a law change, seeking 
to impose reforms to the Legislature’s 
internal proceedings.

“As you know, in August 2025, the 
Attorney General’s Office certified the 

petition as being in proper form for 
submission to the people according to 
the process set forth in the Constitu-
tion,” read the letter from Sterman. 
“But that certification was proper only 
to the extent the petition proposed a 
law, rather than a legislative rule.”

The Legislative Effectiveness and 
Accountability Partnership, the sponsor 
of the possible ballot question, had 
filed 96,797 signatures (only 74,754 
are needed) as a step in getting the 
question on the 2026 ballot for voters 
to decide. It contends that the legisla-
tive leadership uses stipends to deliver 
millions of dollars to favored legislators 
and calls the money “loyalty pay” in-
tended to bind lawmakers to the wishes 
of leadership.

All 40 senators and 108 of 160 repre-
sentatives receive an additional stipend, 
above their $82,046 base salary, for 
their positions in the Democratic and 
Republican leadership, as committee 
chairs, vice chairs and the ranking 
Republican on some committees. The 

current Senate stipends range from 
$30,207 to $119,631 while the House 
ones range from $7,776. to $119,631. 
All of the positions are appointed by 
either the Senate President, House 
Speaker, Senate Minority Leader or 
House Minority Leader.

The proposal first went to the Legisla-
ture which had until May 6 to act on 
it but obviously did not do so. Under 
state law, if the Legislature takes no 
action, proponents must gather another 
12,429 signatures by July 1, in order for 
the question to appear on the Novem-
ber 2026 ballot. The group was ready 
to collect the additional signatures but 
Secretary of State Bill Galvin’s office 
said it can only provide petitions if an 
initiative is certified by the attorney 
general. “Given this letter, and [the 
attorney general’s] view that the peti-
tion is not properly certified, we have 
notified the petitioners that we will not 
be able to provide them with additional 
petitions,” Galvin spokesperson Deb 
O’Malley said.

The Legislative Effectiveness and 
Accountability Partnership said it is 
“committed to return in 2028 with a 
ballot question to eliminate stipends 
altogether,” calling the events “the Leg-
islature’s backdoor maneuver” to block 
voters from voting on stipend reform. 
In a press release, the group said that 
the infrequently used step the Senate 
took to request the advisory opinion 
from the justices is a “short-circuit 
maneuver [that] is only available to the 
Legislature.”

“The opinion that came back is, by the 
justices’ own description, advisory and 
non-binding,” continued the release. “It 
is not a ruling. It is not a final decision. 
But it is now being used as the legal 
cover to silence the voices of the vot-
ers,” continued the release.

The group’s treasurer Jennifer Nassour 
said in the release that this “backdoor 
maneuver should alarm voters across 
the political spectrum.”

“The Legislature has now demonstrat-

ed, in real time and in front of the 
entire commonwealth, exactly why this 
reform is needed,” said John Lippitt, 
the group’s chair. “We are going to keep 
fighting until this question reaches 
the voters where it belongs. The next 
question will not be how to reform 
the stipend system, it will be to end it. 
We would have preferred reform. The 
Legislature has forced us to move to 
eliminate it.”

LEGISLATIVE STIPENDS
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Mount Vernon Restaurant

Yes we’re all complaining about 
temporary high gas prices, but 
look at what we’re preventing from 
ever happening! And also please 
keep in mind that during the 
previous administration we were 
paying these gas prices anyhow 
and with no insurance that Iran 
wouldn’t attack us in the future!

By William Tauro

In an era of geopolitical tension, 
few issues carry greater stakes than 
nuclear proliferation. A single 
stark illustration highlights the 
urgency: just 67 pounds (approx

imately 30 kilograms) of highly 
enriched uranium can unleash 
catastrophic destruction on a scale 
that reshapes history.

This quantity approximates the 
fissile material needed for a basic 
nuclear weapon, comparable to 
the core of the Hiroshima bomb 
(which used roughly 64 kg of high-
ly enriched uranium for a 16-kilo-
ton blast). A video circulating on 
social media powerfully demon-
strates this potential, showing how 
a relatively small, portable amount 
of enriched uranium holds energy 
equivalent to millions of pounds of 

conventional fuel—or the explo-
sive force to level a city.
Why This Matters for Iran

Iran has pursued uranium enrich-
ment for years, amassing hundreds 
of kilograms of material enriched 
to near-weapons-grade levels 
(up to 60% U-235) before recent 
setbacks from international actions 
and strikes. Even partial stockpiles 
at these enrichment levels require 
relatively little further processing 
to reach the 90%+ purity suit-
able for bombs. Experts estimate 
that tens of kilograms of weap-
ons-grade uranium suffice for one 
device, making even limited pos-
session extraordinarily dangerous.

Preventing Iran from holding or 
producing such material is critical 
for several reasons:
• Regional Stability: A nucle-
ar-armed Iran could trigger an 
arms race across the Middle East. 
Neighboring states like Saudi 
Arabia and others might seek their 
own deterrents, turning a volatile 
region into a nuclear powder keg.
• Terrorism and Proxies: Iran sup-
ports militant groups across the re-
gion. Nuclear material or weapons 
in Tehran’s hands could embolden 
proxies or risk diversion to non-
state actors, dramatically raising 
the threat of nuclear terrorism.

• Global Non-Proliferation: Allow-
ing one nation to flout safeguards 
undermines the entire internation-
al framework designed to limit nu-
clear weapons. Iran’s program has 
long raised concerns due to limited 
cooperation with inspectors and its 
enrichment beyond civilian needs.

• Existential Threats: Iranian lead-
ers have made hostile statements 
toward Israel and others. Even the 
perception of a nuclear capability 
could embolden aggression under 
a protective umbrella.
Recent military actions have 
damaged key Iranian facilities (Na-
tanz, Fordow, and others), setting 
back enrichment capabilities. Yet 
residual stockpiles and know-how 
remain concerns, underscoring the 
need for robust verification, mon-
itoring, and diplomatic pressure to 
ensure no reconstitution occurs.

The Bottom Line

Sixty-seven pounds of uranium 
is not abstract physics—it is a 
reminder of raw destructive power 
that fits in a small container yet ri-
vals the force of entire convention-
al armies. Ensuring Iran possesses 
no such material is not about 
denying peaceful energy (which 
can use far lower enrichment 

under strict controls). It is about 
preventing a nightmare scenario 
that endangers millions.

Strong international oversight, ver-
ifiable limits on enrichment, and 
security measures remain essential. 
The world cannot afford compla-
cency when the margin between 
stability and catastrophe is mea-
sured in mere pounds of material. 
Vigilance today safeguards peace 
tomorrow.

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Please 
Like and Follow Us On Face-
book for more cool and exciting 
news updates and events! https://
www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100057320933117 #Billy 
#Politicalcorruption #onair-
withBillyTauro #Ballstospeakup 
#Nofilter #WilliamTauro #Billy-
Tauro #iexposeassholes #Politics 
#Rightwing #Forthepeople #iwill-
exposeyou #Somerville

The Devastating Power of Nuclear Material: Why Iran Must Not Possess Uranium
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Somerville/Medford Remembering Walter C. Bridgeman Jr
Obituary

Walter C. Bridgeman Jr., passed 
away on 5/9/2026 at the age of 83. 
Walter was a long time resident 
of Cambridge, MA. He was cared 
for at home by his multiple family 
members: Cousins: Clare James, 
Kenneth Headley, and son Erik 
Bridgeman.

Walter was born in Cambridge MA 
to Walter Sr. and Sylvia Bridgeman 
on January 7, 1943. He graduated 
from Rindge Tech High School, 

Cambridge ma in 1961. He was 
a member of the Rindge Tech 
Men’s State Basketball Champion 
Team. He is currently a member 
of the Rindge Tech Hall of Fame. 
He retired from the MBTA after 
23 years of service. He was active 
in multiple MBTA social clubs: T 
Club, and The Bus Stop to name a 
few. After his retirement he fund 
true passion in becoming the cho-
sen DJ of Cambridge. He was truly 
LOVED!!!
He was loved in life by his wife 
of 61 years, Virginia Bridgeman; 

his sisters Joan Jarvis and Rita 
Bridgeman(deceased) his brothers, 
Richard and Robert Bridgeman; his 
sons, Erik, Daryl, Kevin, Keith, and 
Lance Bridgeman; his daughters, 
La Tasha Sarpy and her husband 
Thaddieus and Erica Polite; grand-
children, Shaquana, Dominic, and 
Keith Nedd Bridgeman, Kaniya 
Bridgeman, Erik Bridgeman, Jr., 
Keyshawn Thompson-Bridgeman, 
Jordan Bridgeman Dicks (de-
ceased) Liam ,Leah ,Levi Sarpy and 
a host of great grandchildren, niec-
es ,nephews, family and friends.

Calling Hours will be held in the 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House 
Sq.) Somerville on Saturday, May 
16th from 9:00AM to 11:00AM. 
Followed by a celebration of life 
service in the funeral home at 
11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are invited.

Interment will be private.

Mowing of City passive-use lawns 
paused in May to provide food sources 
for regional birds, insects, and more

SOMERVILLE – Noticing the grass is 
growing taller than usual? It’s intention-
al. During the month of May, mowing 
of City-owned passive-use grassy areas 
are paused as part of the international 
“No Mow May” initiative. The intent 
is to support biodiversity and provide 
vital food sources for reemerging 
pollinators — like bees, beetles, and 
butterflies — this spring. During this 
time, the exception is athletic fields and 
cemeteries, which are regularly mown 
per usual.

The city is participating because 
although pollinators may be tiny 
creatures they have an outsize impact 

on agriculture and the food supply, and 
they are deemed under threat. Roughly 
one-third of the food you eat needs in-
sect pollination to reach your plate and 
pollinators are in decline. No Mow May 
is encouraged because pollinators wake 
up from winter in the early spring and 
need something to eat, but the flowers 
they rely on may be hard to find. 
Letting flowers in lawns grow in April 
and May gives pollinators an important 
food source.

While the grass grows, Somerville’s 
Department of Public Works (DPW) 
along with our Public Space and Urban 
Forestry division are focusing those 

freed-up labor hours on spring cleaning 
and planting in parks and open spaces 
citywide.

Residents and businesses can do their 
part too by waiting to mow their own 
lawns as flowers continue to bloom. 
Grass mowing enforcement will be 
relaxed on private property throughout 
the month for No Mow May. Please 
note, overgrowth violations that 
impede sidewalk passage or excessive 
overgrowth from long-term unman-
aged vegetation that could contribute to 
rodent harborage will still be subject to 
enforcement.

Get “in the weeds” on why pollina-
tors matter and other ways the city is 
working to do its part to protect them 
by checking out Somerville’s Pollina-
tor Action Plan. It’s a first of its kind 
plan created specifically for an urban 
environment. Designed for broad use, 
the plan highlights local pollinators and 
provides recommendations, plant lists, 
and design guidance that community 
members can use to build habitats. To 
review the full plan, visit somervillema.
gov/pollinators.

“No Mow May” in Somerville Underway to Support Local Pollinators
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

SOMERVILLE– The City 
of Somerville’s annual 
Water System Flushing 
Program will begin on 
Monday, May 18, and con-
clude in late October. This 
annual program flushes 
pipes at high velocities 
to clean water mains and 
maintain the highest pos-

sible water quality.

Flushing will be done on 
Mondays and Thursdays 
between 6 p.m. and mid-
night to minimize disrup-
tions to water service.

On May 18, City crews 
will be flushing hydrants 
on the following streets:
· Alewife Brook Pkwy.
· Bailey St.
· Boston Ave.
· Capen Ct.
· Chetwynd Rd. (West Ad-
ams St. to Hillsdale Rd.)
· College Hill Rd.
· Conwell Rd. (North St. to 

Hillsdale Rd.)
· Fairfax St.
· Gordon St.
· Harold Rd.
· High St.
· Hillsdale Rd. (Sunset Rd. 
to Conwell Ave.)
· Irvington Rd.
· Mystic Valley Pkwy. 
(Boston Ave. to Alewife 
Brook Pkwy.)
· North St. (Powder House 
Blvd. to Medford Line)
· Powder House Blvd. 
(North St. to Alewife 
Brook Pkwy)
· Sterling St.
· West Adams St.
· West Quincy St.

· Woods Ave.

Please note work sched-
ules are subject to change 
due to weather. Some 
homes may experience 
a temporary, slight drop 
in water pressure and/
or discolored water. In 
these cases, though the 
water may be discolored, 
it is safe to drink. Until 
the water runs clear, it is 
advisable to avoid washing 
laundry, especially white 
fabrics. If any rust stains 
appear on wet laundry, it 
should not be dried, and 
residents can call 311 (or 

617-666-3311 from cell 
phones or outside the city) 
for a free bottle of rust 
remover.

Residents will be notified 
via signage when their 
neighborhood will be 
affected by the Flushing 
Program. For more infor-
mation and future up-
dates, visit somervillema.
gov/hydrantflushing.

To contact the Water 
Department, email wa-
ter@somervillema.gov or 
by call 617-625-6600 ext. 
5850.

Somerville’s Annual Water System Flushing Program Starts Monday, May 18
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

By Bob Katzen

Senate 37-3, approved its own version 
of the PROTECT Act that supporters 
said would establish statewide stan-
dards governing interactions between 
state and local law enforcement and 
federal immigration enforcement. 
The House has already approved its 
own version of the measure and a 
House-Senate conference committee 
will eventually hammer out a compro-
mise version.

Provisions include prohibiting state 
and local law enforcement from 
stopping, questioning or targeting 
individuals based solely on immigra-
tion or citizenship status; prohibiting 
warrantless civil immigration arrests 
in sensitive locations such as schools, 
childcare centers, hospitals, houses 
of worship and state courthouses; 
strengthening protections for immi-

grants who are victims or witnesses of 
crimes, including trafficking victims 
and expediting visa processes so they 
can safely assist law enforcement and 
prosecutors; blocking unauthorized 
deployment of other states’ Nation-
al Guards into Massachusetts; and 
allowing parents facing detention or 
deportation to pre-arrange guardian-
ship for their children.

“The PROTECT Act is comprehensive 
legislation that defends the values 
enshrined in the Massachusetts Con-
stitution, particularly equal protection 
under the law for all,” said Sen. Cindy 
Friedman (D-Arlington). “This bill 
will increase protections for our 
residents, spells out plainly and clearly 
that Massachusetts law enforcement 
officers are not responsible for aiding 
civil immigration enforcement, and 
importantly, stands up for our im-
migrant community in the face of an 

adversarial federal government.”

“My parents came to Lawrence with 
very little and gave everything they 
had to this community,” said Sen. 
Pavel Payano (D-Lawrence). “That 
same story is being lived by immi-
grant families across our Gateway 
Cities today. They are our neighbors, 
our teachers, our health care workers, 
our small business owners. The people 
who keep Massachusetts moving.”

Payano continued, “The PROTECT 
Act makes clear that no matter what 
happens in Washington, Massachu-
setts will not allow our institutions or 
our communities to be weaponized 
against the people who helped build 
them. Today we made clear whose 
side we are on. This is an important 
step forward, but the fight to protect 
dignity and basic humanity is far from 
over.”

Sen. Adam Gomez (D-Springfield) 
said, “When the Federal government 
fails to protect our communities, 
and starts attacking our immigrant 
neighbors, we stand up in Massa-
chusetts for what is just and right. 
To those immigrant families forced 
now to live in fear we tell them: We 
are standing with you. You are not 
alone. Fear will not win. We will keep 
leading and protecting our neighbors 
from any kind of abuse. Hate doesn’t 
have a place in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.”

Sen. Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton) who 
voted against the bill, said that while 
he supports the underlying premise of 
the legislation, he voted “No” because 
he vehemently objects to a provision 
that prohibits local and state law en-
forcement from working with federal 
law enforcement to apprehend dan-

gerous felons accused of committing 
violent crimes.

The only two other senators who 
voted against the bill, Sens. Peter 
Durant (R-Spencer) and Kelly Dooner 
(R-Taunton), did not respond to 
repeated requests from Beacon Hill 
Roll Call asking them why they voted 
against the bill, nor did they speak out 
against the bill during Senate debate 
on it.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” 
vote is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

By Bob Katzen

Senate 10-29, rejected an 
amendment to a section of 
the bill that prohibits local 
and state police from partici-
pating in civil federal immi-
gration enforcement.

The amendment would allow 
limited cooperation between 
local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies only in 
cases involving individuals 
convicted of serious crimes 
under state and federal law 
such as rape, murder and 
human trafficking. Under the 
amendment, Massachusetts 
law enforcement agencies 

would be allowed to continue 
honoring federal immigra-
tion detainer requests only 
for these violent, convicted 
felons.

“I cannot support hindering 
the ability of our state and lo-
cal law enforcement to make 
our communities safer by 
barring them from working 
with federal law enforcement 
to apprehend dangerous 
felons accused of committing 
some of the most heinous 
crimes,” said amendment 
sponsor Sen. Ryan Fattman 
(R-Sutton). He noted that 
his amendment would only 
apply to the “worst of the 

worst.”

Sen. Cindy Friedman (D-Ar-
lington) said that if someone’s 
been convicted of a felony 
and been sentenced to a 
Department of Correction 
(DOC) facility, that person 
will already be subjected 
to DOC’s 287g agreement 
which allows authorizing 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) to 
delegate state and local law 
enforcement officers the au-
thority to perform specified 
immigration officer functions 
under ICE’s direction and 
oversight. She noted that the 
bill allows DOC to continue 

this agreement beyond just 
transporting that person to 
ICE and deputizes a staff 
member at the DOC to act as 
an ICE agent. She argued that 
the state already participates 
in a significant amount of im-
migration enforcement when 
it comes to those who have 
committed to selling felonies.

“While it is my understand-
ing that the unamended 
PROTECT Act allows law 
enforcement cooperation 
with federal officials when 
serious crimes are being in-
vestigated, I voted in favor of 
[this] amendment out of an 
abundance of caution,” said 

Sen. Michael Moore (D-Mill-
bury).

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment that would allow 
limited cooperation between 
local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies only in 
cases involving individuals 
convicted of serious crimes. 
A “No” vote is against the 
amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

THE “PROTECT ACT” (S 3072)

ALLOW SOME WORKING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL, 
STATE AND FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS (S 3072)
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


