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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or
WE HAVE BEEN BUSY H&:{Hﬁx‘f}‘f Real Estate are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or
e give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,

representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award

Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation

Westwood
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YELLOW CAB :
Call: (617)625-5000 ‘
TEED) | or (617)628-0600

Artwork / Logos must be subimitted to MHS)
v £ lagos is March 7th fo

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/

'éh JLI)JIJ_IJ h';':" : Jack-Lister

WAWMASS GOV /CIVIL-SERVICE
1A '
Verani »

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments A 4
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police The SUHShlne Kids
Ofﬁcer: - .« - = . fm s mmm— s =
1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Anthony Caliri

Anthony Caliri, Retired(1993-2007)-
Human Resource Director of Somerville
Public Schools

Anthony “Tony” Caliri, 78, of Acton, Mas-
sachusetts, passed away on April 10, 2026.

Tony grew up in Somerville, Massachu-
setts, and spent much of his adult life in
Tewksbury, Chelmsford, and Acton, as
well as summering at Newfound Lake in
New Hampshire. A lifelong educator and
leader, he dedicated over 30 years to public
education, leaving a lasting impact on
generations of students and colleagues.
Tony began his career as a classroom
teacher in Somerville, where he taught
business and marketing for 22 years. He is
credited with starting the DECA program

dreams in business and marketing. After
a period serving as Human Resources Di-
rector at Somerville Lumber, he returned
to Somerville Public Schools, where he
continued his work in human resources
until his retirement. Throughout his
career, Tony remained deeply committed
to schools and students, always believing
in the power of education to change the
trajectory of young people’s lives.

As a proud Double-Eagle, Tony’s passion
for all things Boston College Athletics was
only matched by his lifelong love of sports.
That passion made him a memorable
presence in his community. He loved
umpiring Little League baseball. It gave
him the chance to be around kids, using
his booming voice and large personality
to have a little fun on the field and remind

wasn't at Alumni Stadium watching a BC
football game or playing cribbage with

his friends and family, he spent his time
coaching high school and youth sports,
and serving as a public address announcer
for Highlanders football, basketball, and
hockey games. Everyone knew Tony
wherever he went. He had a presence that
filled any room.

Above all, Tony was devoted to his

family. He believed deeply in his role as a
husband, father, and provider, and took
great pride in the life he built with those
he loved. Tony is survived by his wife,
Janet; his son, Charlie, and daughter-in-
law, Sarah; his daughter, Amy; and his
three grandchildren, Matthew, Michael,
and Emma. He will be remembered for his
personality, his voice, his presence, his sar-

In accordance with Tony’s wishes, there
will be no wake or funeral servicaes. A
celebration of life may be held at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Tony’s memory to Gateway Arts
online at https://gatewayarts.org/donate;
or by check at Vinfen/Gateway Arts c/o
Nick Kane, 15 Station Street, Brookline,
MA 02445.

To leave a message or share a memory
please visit http://www.kellycremation.
com

https://www.kellycremation.com/
obituaries/anthony-caliri?ttm_
pid=211231249&ttm_affiliate=legacy-
pro&ttm_affiliatetype=standard&ttm_
campaign=legacya

1 at Somerville High School, supporting the kids even during the toughest times castic wit and humor, and his unwavering
ﬂ,ﬁm?nznﬁ?kn hundreds of students as they pursued their ~ to smile. On the rare occasions when he commitment to both family and children.
NO UNFUNDED MANDATES (H 5349)
By Bob Katzen Rep. Kevin Sweezey a cost for cities and towns  ed with implementing school. There’s no require-
(R-Duxbury), the sponsor  and negatively impact our  this bill, this amendment = ment they get the pouches
NO UNFUNDED MAN-  of the amendment, saidit ~ school districts. would help to ensure that  or anything else and spend

DATES (H 5349)

House 27-136 rejected an
amendment that would
exempt any school district
from paying any addition-
al costs for implementing
the provisions of the social
media/cell phone legis-
lation approved by the
House. The amendment
would allow the districts
to pay for the additional
cost only if they want to
do so.

is important to note that
when we give authority to
agencies to create regu-
lation for our cities and
towns, it often comes with
a cost. Even if it doesn’t
have dollars and cents in
the line items, it can still
end up costing municipal
budgets. He argued that
the amendment simply
ensures that no policy
made by the Department
of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education incurs

“Cities and towns across
the state are struggling
with rising costs and
increasing budget con-
straints, with more and
more communities being
forced to pursue Proposi-
tion 2 % overrides to pre-
serve essential municipal
services,” said co-sponsor
House Minority Leader
Rep. Brad Jones (R-North
Reading). “Given the
potential costs associat-

we are not placing an ad-
ditional financial burden
on our cities and towns
by imposing an unfunded
mandate at the local level”

Rep. Ken Gordon
(D-Bedford) opposed the
amendment and said that
nothing in the bill calls
for a district to spend a
penny. He noted that if a
district wants to, it can tell
the students to simply not
bring their cell phones to

the money.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment. A “No” vote
is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven No

Somerville/Medford Remembering Tracy Lee Desmond

Tracy Lee Desmond was
born on December 1, 1964,
and passed away peacefully
on April 11, 2026. She will
be lovingly remembered for
her warm heart, gentle spir-
it, and the joy she brought
to those around her. Tracy’s
kindness and unwavering
love for her family and
friends left a lasting im-
pression on all who had the
privilege of knowing her.

She is survived by her
devoted husband, William

Desmond; her beloved
daughters, Téa Desmond
and Kerri Gentzs (Des-
mond); her cherished
grandchild, Kayden Gentzs;
and her special friends, too
numerous to mention. Tra-
cy’s presence in their lives
was a source of strength,
comfort, and endless love.

A Celebration of Life in
honor of Tracy will be held
on Saturday, April 18, 2026,
at Ziggy’s, 5088 Estate Soli-
tude, Christiansted, Virgin

Islands 00820, beginning

at 3:00 p.m. Family, friends
and everyone who shared a
part of Tracy are invited to
gather, share memories, and
celebrate the beautiful life
she lived.

Tracy Lee Desmond will be
deeply missed and forever
remembered in the hearts
of her family and all who
loved her.

SPINNEY, Agnes R.
(Strange) Of Billerica,
formerly of Brookline
passed away peacefully on
September 5, 2025. Be-
loved wife of the late Paul
B. Spinney. Loving mother
of Linda Bergantino and
her late husband Robert,
Paul B. Spinney, Jr. and his
wife Rhonda and Glenn
N. Spinney and his fiancé
Simone Spinney.

Adored grandmother of
Tori Bergantino and her
husband Tom McKinnon
and Madilyn Aubrey. De-
voted daughter of the late
David and Erna Strange.
Dear sister of the late

David Strange, Jr. and John

Strange. Also survived by
several nieces and neph-
ews.

In keeping with Agnes’
wishes, funeral services
were private. If desired

contributions in memory
of Agnes may be made
to The Carroll School for

the Blind, 770 Centre St.,
Newton, MA. 02458
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:

Unpopular opinion: some bikers are actually reckless Biking

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News
Weekly Speakup Line,

I'm driving down Beacon
Street one night, trying to
get home after work, going
the speed limit. I see the
road up ahead that a box
truck is turning left onto
Beacon from a side street.
There is a normal amount
of space that I'm between
and the truck. All of sud-
den, a biker comes swing-
ing out from the truck’s
back left side. He is trying

to cut from the backside
of the truck towards the
bike lane.

Guys got no lights, no
reflective clothing, no
helmet, nothing. I literal-
ly couldn’t see him until
the last second, so | slam
on my brakes so I don’t
hit him. Then he flips me
off like I did something
wrong?

Extra: I've included draw-
ings (not drawn to scale
or detailed) to better show
the commotion.

e
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CANNABIS REGULATION CHANGES (H 5350)

By Bob Katzen

House 155-0, Senate 33-6, approved
and sent to Gov. Maura Healey a
conference committee version of a bill
that would restructure the Cannabis
Control Commission (CCC) — dis-
solving it and downsizing its mem-
bership from five members to three. It
also gives all the power to the gover-
nor to make the three appointments,
replacing the current law which

gives that power to the governor,

the attorney general and treasurer.

The House and Senate had approved
different versions of the measure and a
conference committee was appointed
in December 2025 and took more
than three months to hammer out this
compromise version.

Other provisions include making it
clear that the CCC chair is responsi-
ble for personnel and administrative
matters and the executive director re-
ports directly to the chair; an increase
from one ounce to two ounces in the
amount of marijuana that an adult can
purchase or possess for recreational
use; increasing from three to six the
number of licenses a business owner
can hold; allowing medical marijuana
operators to specialize in cultivation,
manufacturing or retail sales by elim-
inating current costly requirements;
directing the CCC to study and make
recommendations for the regulation of
intoxicating hemp, which has grown
in prevalence over recent years and
will effectively be banned under feder-
al law this fall unless the U.S. Congress
takes action; and giving the CCC the
ability to allow retailers to advertise
sales, discounts and customer loyalty

programs inside the store and via opt-
in email, both of which are currently
not permitted.

“Massachusetts has one of the most
established cannabis industries in the
country, and our laws need to evolve
with that reality;” said Sen. Adam
Gomez (D-Springfield), Senate Chair
of the Committee on Cannabis Policy
and co-chair of the conference com-
mittee. “This legislation strengthens
oversight of the Cannabis Control
Commission while making smart
updates that support small businesses,
improve accountability and ensure
consumers can access cannabis safely
and legally. By modernizing license
caps, clarifying delivery and advertis-
ing rules and increasing transparency
across the industry, we are building

a more stable, equitable and respon-
sible cannabis marketplace for the
commonwealth”

“This bill takes clear steps towards

a safer and more equitable cannabis
industry across the commonwealth,”
said Rep. Daniel Donahue (D-Worces-
ter), House Chair of the Committee

on Cannabis Policy and co-chair of
the conference committee. “It also
restructures and clarifies roles within
the CCC to promote a more effective
and accountable regulating body. This
action demonstrates that the House
and Legislature remain committed

to ensuring that the rapidly changing
Massachusetts cannabis industry
continues to thrive”

“This bill ensures that as the cannabis
industry grows in Massachusetts, it
expands opportunity and reflects our
values,” said Senate President Karen
Spilka (D-Ashland). “It opens doors
for those long left out, modernizes
access to safe and legal cannabis and
brings our laws in line with a ma-
turing industry. The result is a more
stable, fair and equitable marketplace
that keeps public health and safety
front and center”

“We should work to ensure the can-
nabis industry operates responsibly
and safely;” said Sen. John Keenan
(D-Quincy) who voted against the
measure. “I would have liked to

see [the bill] put greater emphasis

on creating sufficient guardrails to
mitigate the potential negative public
health outcomes related to a sharp
increase in cannabis accessibility. I
also advocated for more education

on public and mental health risks of
cannabis consumption. Constituents
have shared with me how cannabis has
negatively impacted their lives. With
them in mind, I voted against the bill”

None of the other five senators who
voted against the bill responded to
repeated attempts by Beacon Hill Roll
Call asking them to comment on the
bill’s passage and to explain why they
voted against it. Those five senators
are Sens. Kelly Dooner (R-Taunton);
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton); Mark
Montigny (D-New Bedford), Patrick
O’Connor (R-Weymouth) and Bruce
Tarr (R-Gloucester).

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No”
vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes Sen.
Patricia Jehlen Yes

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro”

Follow us on Facebook

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

GREEN CAB

"l” Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000




6 Tuesday April 14th, 2026 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly
TAX EXEMPTIONS (S 3029)
By Bob Katzen age facilities, worker housing prior to the 5-year period, the erty taxes,” said Sen. Patrick Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester)

Senate 38-0, approved an
amendment that would allow
cities and towns to give tem-
porary property tax breaks

to farmers for building new
buildings and/or renovating
structures that are essential to
farming - including barns, stor-

structures and structures used
as indoor arenas for training
and exercising horses that are
used to help on the farm. The
tax exemption applies only to
the added value from new or
rebuilt buildings and is valid for
five years. If the building is used
for non-agricultural purposes

owner would be required to
pay back the taxes that were
exempt.

“This measure provides our
farmers with the support they
need to invest in their opera-
tions without being immediate-
ly burdened by higher prop-

O’Connor (R-Weymouth). “By
offering targeted, temporary
relief, we're helping to sustain
local agriculture and protect
working lands. This is a practi-
cal step toward strengthening
food security and the economy.”

Amendment sponsor Sen.

did not respond to repeated
requests from Beacon Hill Roll
Call asking him to comment on
his amendment and its passage.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

Somerville Community Invited to Take First Look at Proposals for 90 Washington St.

SOMERVILLE - Somerville commu-

nity members are invited to take a first
look and provide public comment on
proposals to redevelop 90 Washington

Street, a nearly four-acre site near the
East Somerville Green Line station. At
the public meeting of the 90 Washing-
ton Street Civic Advisory Committee
(CAC) on Tuesday, April 22, from
5:30-7 p.m., CAC members will review
and share input on the recently received
proposals and will also welcome feed-
back on the proposals from members of
the public.

“Decisions like this shape the future

of our city for decades,” said Mayor

Jake Wilson. “T'll be there, and I hope
residents will join me. Come take a look
at what’s being proposed, ask questions,
and tell us what matters to you. The
more we hear from the community

now, the better this project will be”

Following the April 10 proposal
deadline, submitted concepts will
begin moving through a public review
process. The April 22 meeting is an
early opportunity for community
members to learn about proposals, ask
questions, and help shape the future of
one of the city’s largest redevelopment
sites. Proposals are expected to be
available to review on Friday, April 17,
at somervillema.gov/90-washington-re-
development.

Meeting Details
What: 90 Washington Street Proposal
Review Community Meeting

When: Tuesday, April 22, 5:30-7 p.m.
Where: Zoom Webinar

About the 90 Washington St Request for
Proposals (RFP)

The City is seeking a mixed-use project
that delivers new housing, active
ground-floor spaces, and publicly
accessible open space, while helping
recoup the City’s approximately $39
million public investment in the site.
Proposals will be reviewed by the SRA,
City Council, and the 90 Washington
Street CAC, with a development partner
expected to be selected in July.

About the CAC
The 90 Washington Street CAC is a

City-convened group composed of res-
idents, local employees, and neighbor-
hood stakeholders that was established
to provide structured community input
throughout site planning and redevel-
opment. This CAC structure is used
across projects involving the SRA.

To learn more, visit somervillema.
gov/90-washington-redevelopment.

PROTECT RIGHTS OF HOMELESS INDIVIDUALS (H 4783)

By Bob Katzen

The Judiciary Committee held a
public hearing on legislation that
would prevent the punishment of
individuals experiencing homeless-
ness for conducting life-sustaining
activities on public property when
no shelter is available. The measure
also prohibits discrimination in the
use of public areas based solely on
housing status and affirms rights

such as the right to practice faith
and the right against unreasonable
search and seizure for individu-
als experiencing homelessness in
public areas.

“I filed this bill in response to the
U.S. Supreme Court’s 2024 Johnson
v. Grants Pass decision, which
allowed communities to penalize
people for life-sustaining activities
in public when no alternatives ex-

ist, said sponsor Rep. Lindsay Sa-
badosa (D-Northampton). “These
policies effectively criminalize
homelessness, impose burdensome
fines and make it harder for people
to secure stable housing, without
improving public health or safety.
Our approach prioritizes direct-
ing resources toward real public
safety needs and lasting housing
solutions.”

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VEFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin ,

CommanderYPWPCSI0E S gmail.com

Contact Us
l_ BBS-3IPOWERY

(& www beaconenergy.net

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm

without installing panels at your business!

Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and
bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA
RESTAURANT where a little
piece of Italy is waiting for
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating

and absolutely worth checking
them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families

please reach out and we will do
our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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Somerville Marks ‘Start by Believing Day’ to Support Survivors

SOMERVILLE—Mayor Jake
Wilson has signed a procla-
mation supporting the City’s
annual observance of “Start by
Believing Day” in Somerville

on the first Wednesday in April,

recognizing the importance of
believing survivors of sexual
violence and strengthening
community response.

The proclamation highlights
the critical role that friends,
family members, and commu-
nity members play when survi-
vors first come forward, noting
that victims are far more likely
to disclose assaults to someone
they know rather than law en-
forcement. It also underscores

the need for compassionate,
informed responses that con-
nect survivors to support and
resources.

The “Start By Believing”
campaign is a global initiative
led by End Violence Against
Women International (EVAWT)
to transform the way society

responds to sexual assault. In
Somerville, City departments
and community organizations
are joining together to take the
pledge and

support a cultural shift that
prioritizes survivor support.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:

Can a landlord upcharge for number of roommates? Advice Needed

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News
Weekly Speakup Line,

Just toured a 3 bedroom
house in Cambridge and

the agent said there might

be a $200-250 rent in-

crease since there’s 4 of us
moving in.

We are one couple, plus
two friends (hence the
three bedrooms). This
seems unreasonable to me
considering the house is

3 floors and could easily
house a family of 4+. Is
this allowed or can I argue
it?

HEALTHCARE FOR STATE WORKERS (H 5348)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate
approved and sent to Gov.
Maura Healey a bill that
would provide $300 mil-
lion for health insurance
coverage for the 460,000
public employees, retirees
and dependents who ac-
cess health care through
the state’s Group Insurance

Commission. Supporters
said that these additional
funds are necessary because
of higher-than-anticipated
utilization and pharmaceuti-
cal expenses.

“Health care is a fundamen-
tal promise we make to the
public employees, retirees
and families who keep our
commonwealth running,’

said Senate President Karen
Spilka (D-Ashland). “Today
the Legislature acted togeth-
er to ensure that more than
460,000 people can continue
to access the care they rely
on without disruption.”

“Given that hundreds of
thousands of Massachusetts
residents access their health
care through the Group

Insurance Commission,
ensuring that it is adequately
funded is of vital impor-
tance,” said House Speaker
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy).”

“With the swift passage of
this mini supplemental bud-
get, the Legislature is prior-
itizing access to vital health
care for state employees and
doing our due diligence,

paying providers on time
for the health care services
our residents depend on,”
said Sen. Mike Rodrigues
(D-Westport), chair of the
Senate Committee on Ways
and Means. “I look forward
to the governor’s quick and
decisive action on this bill”

By Bob Katzen

The House approved and
sent to the Senate legisla-
tion that would allow local
licensing authorities to
issue temporary licenses to
charities in order for the

ALCOHOL DONATIONS FOR CHARITIES (H 442)

licenses were previously
allowed under 1997 legisla-
tion, but the authorization
has since expired.

“Today, more than ever,
nonprofits are in need of
charitable donations to stay

safe and regulated alcohol
licensure for nonprofits in
order to raise revenue at
charity events by partnering
with alcohol manufacturers,
wholesalers or retailers. This
bill was brought to me by
Deborah Goldberg, the Trea-

charities to accept donations
of wine, beer and alcohol for
their charitable events. These

surer and Receiver General,
and has her full support”

afloat,” said sponsor Rep.
Joan Meschino (D-Hull).
“This bill would allow for

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Fepain, Paver Driveways, Patio & Walkway, FRetaining
Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Repair | Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-8885

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00

HIC Regislration
213093

“Fres chimney drone inspactions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”




8 Tuesday April 14th, 2026 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair
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Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire
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C.B.scoops ICE CREAM | Civil Litigation
Superior Air & MORE MEDFORD Criminal Defense

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 .
Personal Injury

Family Law

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

781-393-5959

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

‘ 424 BROADWAY

-4 p= SOMERVILLE, MA

“PARIS Nails2
Complete Nail Gare sfor Kadies & Gentlemen
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Sho
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a4 2= Green Cah & Yellow Cah of Somerville
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Medford, MASS 02155
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Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from

Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to

perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE

617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha

617-2B5-0522

. The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly
INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE(781)658 0240

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staft

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

> ——
#1004 1

IE'I N

Policy GLSISCTCOOGRISA2S
T Oar ‘.*.’:.I:r::tr.

Customer Beviaws
e

By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to

being part of a class action
lawsuit to help Somerville
home owners, property
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice
they deserve after being
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously
high water bills caused by
faulty water meters and

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com

or

Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any

contact information in the
comments area)

Please include your full
name that the bill is in,
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and
we will contact you.

Please feel free to message
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any
inquiries about joining the
list of potential plaintiffs
in this class action lawsuit.

Fraudulent Readings Submu’ed by
Somerville Officials

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford

“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com

www.medfordnewsweekly.com

25 Cents
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Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

Medford VEW #1012
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21,
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty
Lombardo will be the DJ
so don’t miss it!

Somerville Invites Neighbors to Roll Up Their Sleeves for Spring Cleanups

April 25 event launches Somer-
ville’s Year of the Neighbor with
ward-based cleanups, connection,
and community care

SOMERVILLE— Sometimes it’s
the litter things that can make a
big difference. On Saturday, April
25, neighbors across Somerville
are invited to come together for

neighborhood Spring Cleanups —
an easy way to spend a couple of
hours outside, meet people nearby;,
and leave your street a little better
than you found it.

On Saturday, April 25, community
members across all seven wards
can join their ward’s Spring Clean-
up, the first major activation of the
City’s Year of the Neighbor initia-
tive, a yearlong push to strengthen
connections, build community, and
tap into each individual’s ability

to have a positive impact across
Somerville.

“You don’t need a big plan to make
a difference,” said Mayor Jake
Wilson. “You get outside, you work
side by side, and you leave your
block better than you found it. It’s
simple, and it works. I'm looking

forward to being out there and
seeing neighbors across the city”

From 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., residents
can join their neighbors, local
elected officials, and community
groups to spruce up streets, parks,
and public spaces — and to get to
know the people they share them
with. The City will provide sup-
plies, and DPW crews will handle
pickup — so residents can focus on
the satisfying part: making their
block a little better. Participants
will also receive a City of Somer-
ville water bottle or small thank-
you item while supplies last.

“I am thrilled to have a coordinat-
ed Spring Cleanup again in Somer-
ville, said Ward One Councilor
Matt McLaughlin. “Residents have
been coordinating their own clean-

ups for several years. A coordinat-
ed city effort will bring neighbors
together for a shared purpose of
beautification and community
building”

Cleanup locations will be hosted in
each ward with the support of the
City Council and School Commit-
tee:

Ward 1: East Branch Library, 115
Broadway

Ward 2: Union Square Plaza, 90
Union Square

Ward 3: City Hall, 93 Highland Ave
Ward 4: Corner of Temple Street
and Broadway

Ward 5: DPW Building, 1 Franey
Rd

Ward 6: Statue Park, Davis Square
(the central plaza opposite One
Davis Square)

Ward 7: Corner of Holland Street

and Broadway, Teele Square

Whether neighbors can stay for
the full two hours or just stop by to
lend a hand, the goal is the same:
take care of your block and meet
the people who make it home.

About Year of the Neighbor

This event marks the start of a
broader Year of the Neighbor effort
to create more opportunities for
residents to connect, support one
another, and take pride in their
neighborhoods — from shared
service projects to block parties
and community events throughout
the year.

To learn more visit somervillema.
gov/neighbor.

|

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL

(781) 589-4115

Sedation Dentistry | Cosmelics

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin
Periodontics, Dental Implants and IV Sedation

51 g DN EHGA DWA? wWINTER 617-591-9888 508-872-2624
3 Move-in 281 Broadway - Somenville, MA02145 100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702
= LUXURY Special drbrendan@dentplant com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING < CARPENTRY WORK
~COMMERCIAL PAINTING +GUTTERS @
+POWER WASHING < ROGFING

+INTERIOR PAINTING +HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE
< EXTERIOR PAINTING < HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+KITCHEN REMODELING +GENERAL CONTRACTOR

e i +BATHROOM REMODELING v NEW CONSTRUCTION /'

: MUKSTIED 1'611'91“'9“63 I

o Benjaminhomeimprovementma.cont~ -

CSL LICENSE NOQ, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO. 125833

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746 (603)598.3491

. - oy I
MILLENNIUM

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap e« Pipe Wrap * Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
. Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing U of New England
Sence 1955

MILLENNIUM BEST OF
2017

= We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
« We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 « 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5955
www.powersweeping.com » dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

m.rhinurun!‘ngandmamnt-,rmn
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Our Website

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

857- 397-5992
sonry2024@gmail.com
A 02168 800 5-'9 |z 49 @E’;@; —ions
,Cambridge MA 02138 "

Call for FREE Project Evaluation Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, =~ Replacement (857)397-5992 also $50 special on gutter cleaning”
Speak to Our Staff Foundation Repair, Chimney 1(800)519-1249
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, Full remodel interior work carried ~ Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL- LICENSE #213124
New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, out! SISCTC006815824
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, = Carpentry, Window Repairs / RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY  “Free chimney drone inspections
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Verani Realty

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com 2 5 CCVHtS

www.medfordnewsweekly.com

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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Somerville Firefighters Local 76 is
proud to share that Engine 1 and
Engine 3 are back in full service.

We want to extend our sincere
thanks to our two mechanics,
whose hard work, skill, and ded-
ication make this possible. They
continue to work diligently behind
the scenes to put, and keep, our
apparatus on the road, ensuring
we're ready to respond when our
community needs us most.

We remain hopeful that conditions
will improve in the future to help
prevent the frequent damage that
our trucks endure, leading to them
consistently being replaced out of
service.

STRENGTHEN MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administration
announced it is soliciting in-
novative ideas from educators,
providers and community
partners on how to strength-
en mental health support for
Bay State students, from birth
through higher education.

The administration seeks

this input while it is current-
ly developing a framework
that will guide a coordinated
statewide strategy to strength-
en mental health support in
Massachusetts, improving
alignment among early educa-
tion providers, K-12 schools,
higher education institutions,
families and communi-
ty-based service systems.

“This is an opportunity for

practitioners, community
organizations, researchers
and educators to help shape
the future of student mental
health in Massachusetts,” said
Education Secretary Stephen
Zrike. “We are looking for
bold, thoughtful ideas that
are grounded in evidence,
centered in equity and built
to last”

“Supporting mental and
behavioral health from the
earliest years is essential to
helping every learner thrive,”
said Early Education and Care
Commissioner Amy Kershaw.
“We know that strong early
foundations are critical, and
we're proud to be part of this
statewide effort to align part-
ners and systems. By working
together and inviting new
ideas, we can build a more
connected, responsive ap-

proach that supports children,
families and educators across
Massachusetts.”

“This administration is
committed to supporting the
mental health of students

of all ages,” said Elementary
and Secondary Education
Commissioner Pedro Marti-
nez. “Developing a statewide
framework for mental and
behavioral health will allow us
to better align and integrate
supports throughout students’
educational journey”

“Strong mental health support
should be a throughline in a
student’s educational jour-
ney; said Higher Education
Commissioner Noe Ortega. “I
look forward to the common-
wealth establishing a cohesive
approach that will support
students’ mental health needs

not only when they arrive at
college, but well before”

For more information and to
learn how to submit an idea,
go to http://www.commbuys.
com/bso/

Congratulations to Medford Police Department’s New Officers!

Today, we proudly wel-
comed three new officers
to our department. Of-
ficers Jordan Manning,
Jaret Botelho, and Maria
Mariano-Dolhopiaty
graduated from the NECC
Police Academy in Haver-
hill.

The officers will now
begin a 12-week field
training program as they
transition into their new
roles serving our com-
munity. Please join us in
congratulating and warm-
ly welcoming Officers
Manning, Botelho, and
Mariano-Dolhopiaty!
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Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience

Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside
Our Taxis.

Or Place Your Card on File in Our
App!

GREEN CAB

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

GREEN CAB

% Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we've extended
our $10 discount on

Logan airport rides. @)

Reservations

'.@- aate .'u ques !

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:

MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! K

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy

My name is Danielle we've met a few
times before, I'm a firefighter in Somer-
ville. T just came out with a children’s
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life,
first responder therapy, dog and rescue
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge
following. Any shout out about the book
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available
currently on Amazon and hopefully in
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

MILLIE THE BRAVE

Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

~ Showing that love is the londest form of bravery -

" Written & Ilustrated b
Danielle 0’Hearn

£

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy, please post this in your news pa-
per and online. A Somerville resident
received this notice in the mail.

It’s almost believable with the excep-
tion of the payment address, the photo
is incorrectly poised. Please warn
residents to ignore this fake notice it’s
a scam. If you can highlight the areas
that prove it’s fraud

HO TS WL

GREEN CAB

@ Green Cah & Yellow Cah

GET THE

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we’ve extended
our $10 discount on
Logan airport rides.

GREEN CAB

ove
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}. Contact us!

L

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping
and More

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!

MILLENNIUM

r the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com

Highland Avenue « Somerville MA 02144

Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acllnblilog,

WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT

STOP LEAKS
Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
1-'|.rw1|.1-'.i:l.-'.!]11.'ul'}'mil.5{l]1rymil.d:l.lm
781-990-9105 * centurymasonryma@gmail.com
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:Gary Rogers Case Still Making Headlines

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News Weekly
Speakup Line,

I thought that you might be
interested in this situation
where you wrote about it
previously?

“Gary Rogers served notice
to quit, says “I'm a fighter”
New for Cambridge Day:
less than a week after a court

victory allowed him to stay
in his Somerville apartment,
Gary Rogers, who faced evic-
tion for refusing to pay a 90%
rent hike, may have to leave
his unit by the end of May.
His landlord, Ryan Pinto, has
served him a new notice to
quit, this one with a reserva-
tion of rights to accept pay-
ments Rogers makes as “use
and occupancy, not rent.”
-Barry

PROTECT MASSACHUSETTS RESIDENTS
FROM FEDERAL GOVERNMENT VIOLATIONS (S 2976)

By Bob Katzen

The Judiciary Committee
held a public hearing on
a bill that supporters say
will protect Bay State res-
idents from direct actions
by federal law enforce-
ment that violate individ-
ual protections under the
United States Constitu-
tion. Under the proposal,
a person who subjects

a resident of Massachu-
setts to the deprivation of
any rights, privileges or
immunities secured by
the constitution would be
liable to the injured party.

“Over the past few weeks,
federal agents have bru-
talized people on the
streets of Minneapolis,”
said sponsor Sen. Will
Brownsberger (D-Bel-

mont). “No police neces-
sity can explain their ex-
cessive use of force, which
has shocked and disgusted
fair-minded people across
the political spectrum. In
the absence of a federal
administration willing to
hold its agents account-
able when they depart
from civil norms, states
need to impose liability
and make court-ordered
relief available”

“I co-sponsored this
legislation because no
one, regardless of their
position or badge, should
be above the Consti-
tution,” said Sen. Pavel

Payano (D-Lawrence).
“When someone’s rights
are violated, they deserve
a clear and accessible
path to accountability and
justice. This bill ensures
that Massachusetts res-
idents have that protec-
tion, even when the harm
comes from federal actors
operating in our commu-
nities”

“Our commonwealth has
long been a place where
civil rights are respect-

ed and protected,” said
co-sponsor Sen. Cindy
Creem (D-Newton). “At

a time when abuses by
federal agents have caused

fear and uncertainty
among immigrant com-
munities and protesters,
this legislation makes
clear that no one is above
the law. By creating a
pathway to hold federal
agents accountable for
civil rights violations, we
are reinforcing our com-
mitment to fairness, due
process and the protection
of our immigrant neigh-
bors.”

COCO FLOW STYLE

BARBER SHOP
SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70

= BROADWAY SOME

R
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KIDS AND SOCIAL MEDIA AND CELL PHONES (H 5349)

By Bob Katzen

House 129-25, approved a bill that
would prohibit the use of cell phones
by students from the time they arrive
in school until dismissal. School
districts would be required to notify
parents of this policy and ensure that
parents still have the ability to contact
their children during the school day
and vice versa.

Other provisions require the secure
storage of personal electronic devices;
allow the use of technology that
renders personal electronic devices
inoperable; require school districts to
make accommodations and exceptions
as necessary for documented medical
needs, language access and translation
needs for students with Individualized
Education Programs (IEPs) or disabil-
ities that require the use of personal

electronic devices; and in cases of an
emergency.

The bill also restricts the use of social
media by children. Provisions include
requiring social media companies to
implement an age verification system
based on the best technology available
in order to reasonably and accurately
identify a current or prospective user’s
age; banning minors under the age of
14 from social media platforms, by
requiring platforms to terminate users
under that age and delete associated
personal information effective Octo-
ber 1, 2026; requiring social media
platforms to acquire verifiable parental
consent for 14- and 15-year-old users
of their platforms; prohibiting social
media platforms from sharing informa-
tion about a minor’s LGBTQ+ status or
other characteristics protected under
state law; and fining platforms which
violate any of these provisions.

The Senate has already approved a
different version of the cell phone ban
without the social media restrictions.
A House-Senate conference commit-
tee will hammer out a compromise
version.

“A bell-to-bell prohibition on cell
phones and similar devices has long
been a priority of mine,” said Rep.
Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley). “I believe
this measure, combined with age re-
strictions on social media, will support
learning, personal growth and mean-
ingful human connection. A social

media ban for children under 14 is not
extreme, it is responsible. Technology
will continue to play a powerful role
in our society, but it must not come at
the expense of our children’s ability to
learn, to connect with others and to
develop into healthy adults”

“Social media is robbing our teenagers
of their time, their education and most
importantly their health,” said Rep. Bill
MacGregor (D-Boston). “By removing
addictive social media feeds for users
under 15 years old, we'll be making
major strides towards protecting our
kids, and helping them build healthy
habits online before they’re addict-

ed. I supported this amendment to
protect all the kids that have been or
will be online, and the parents like

me that have a hard time saying no

to their little ones but worry about an
unregulated and safe Internet. With
this legislation, we’re one step closer to
a safer and more healthy world for our
kids to grow up in”

“Today the House took an important
step in helping protect the children of
the commonwealth from predatory
social media platforms,” said Rep.
Aaron Michlewitz (D-Boston), chair
of the House Committee on Ways

and Means. “The science is clear that
exposure to social media at a young age
can have a harmful effect on a minor’s
development. By banning it for those
13 and under and allowing for parental
consent for those who are 14 or 15, we
will ensure that children are protected

while giving them the ability to express
themselves online at a safe and appro-
priate age”

“A vast majority of superintendents
urged us to take the lead in restricting
cell phone use from bell-to-bell in

our schools,” said Rep. Ken Gordon
(D-Bedford), House chair of the Com-
mittee on Education. “This legislation
will help ensure students stay focused
in the classroom, are protected from
bullying and other forms of distraction,
while also encouraging them to engage
with one another and be present during
non-instructional time. Beyond lim-
iting cell phone use, the bill takes im-
portant steps to protect children from
the harmful effects of social media on
their health and well-being”

“I support getting phones out of the
classrooms, but a one size fits all law
with no funding to help school districts
implement those policies, I am against,”
said Rep. Kelly Pease (R-Westfield) who
voted against the measure. “I think

the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education should develop

a policy that removes cell phones from
classrooms but gives the school district
the flexibility on how that is done.”

“Although marketed as a child
protection law, this social media ban
would force all social media users in
Massachusetts, including adults, to
submit biometric information to tech
companies to prove that we are over
16,” said Scotia Hille, executive director

of the progressive group Act on Mass.
“Allowing parents to request the social
media activity of children under

16 puts LGBTQ+ youth and other
marginalized teens at risk. At a time

of mass surveillance and a crackdown
on political speech, the privacy risks of
this legislation are staggering.”

“While I strongly support the ban on
cellphones in schools and the intent
and goal of limiting youth access to
social media, I voted ‘No’ on the bill
due to concerns with data privacy

in the social media sections,” said
Rep. Mike Connolly (D-Cambridge).
“Age verification for minors means
age verification for all users, and this
raises big questions of data privacy and
protection””

“While I support the underlying goals
and intentions of both aspects of the
bill passed, I have concerns with sever-
al aspects including First Amendment
rights, personal data collection and
storage for minors, and unintended
unfunded mandates on our schools,”
said Rep. Joe McKenna (R-Sutton). I
believe that school districts already
have the ability to craft and implement
phone-free policies without needing a
state law to mandate such?”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote
is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike
Connolly No Rep. Paul Donato Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven No

Mount Vernon Restaurant

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING

HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION
===———"——NANDOVER, WA
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:Looking for a Porch for Porch Fest!

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Med-
ford News Weekly Speakup Line,

I'm just forwarding my friend’s
Porch Fest request here thinking
maybe you can help?

“Hello, 'm a homeowner on School
St. but School St. is not allowed to

participate in Porch Fest. I am a DJ
of 25 years with current residencies
internationally. Looking to play
fun classics, house, funk and more.
I have all gear and live sound.
Looking to collaborate, or rent a
porch just for fun and good times.
Thanks!”
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Somerville Celebrating Week of the Young Child with Citywide Events, Family Festival

Enjoy free music, food and
family activities at community
celebration on Thursday, April
16

SOMERVILLE - Somerville
families, educators, and care-
givers are invited to take part in
the Week of the Young Child,

a citywide series of events

from April 11 through April

17 celebrating early childhood
and the people who support it
every day.

“As a dad, I know how much it
takes to raise a kid well—and
how much it depends on the
people around you,” said Mayor

Wilson. “This week is about
celebrating the families, educa-
tors, and neighbors who show
up for our kids every day and
make Somerville the kind of
place they can grow up strong”

Somerville’s week of celebra-
tions will include programming
and activities across the city,
family-friendly specials in local
restaurants, and will culmi-
nate in a community-wide
celebration on Thursday, April
16, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on

the Somerville High School
concourse (81 Highland Ave).
The event will include fami-
ly-friendly music, food, and

activities.

“Week of the Young Child is

a great way to celebrate the
long history of Early Child-
hood work in Somerville,” said
Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Rubén Carmona. “In Somer-
ville Public Schools, we're
committed to making sure

our youngest learners have
access to high quality learning
opportunities and to providing
inclusive, multilingual pro-
gramming and wrap-around
services for families, and we are
grateful for strong partnerships
between the Public Schools, the
city, and multiple community
partners.”

About Week of the Young Child
Marking its 55th year, Week of
the Young Child was designat-
ed by the National Association
for the Education of Young
Children (NaEYC) to focus
public attention on the needs of
young children, their families,
and the communities that help
them thrive.

City of Somerville Youth and
Family Supports

The One Somerville, Every
Child umbrella tagline reflects
Somerville’s commitment to eq-
uity and its collective approach
to supporting all children and
youth in our city.

The City’s newest addition to
support this goal is the Child
Care Career Advancement
Initiative, which focuses on
supporting licensed family
child-care providers, as well as
residents interested in entering
the field of early childhood
education. This work is funded
by the city’s Jobs Creation and
Retention Trust and managed
by the SomerPromise Depart-
ment.

For more information regard-
ing Somerville child and youth
programs or initiatives, please
visit somervillehub.org.

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678
S

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGH CAR REPAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS
ABE 5, MANSOUR
ELIAS . BAANSOLIR

(617} 623-5678
(617} 6235046

208 BROADWAY

Somerville Computers
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
2 BASEMENT REPAIRS siuss

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

75 Somerset Rd., Eruul:lme, MA 02445
www.besthostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybesthoston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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The Somerville Police Department is N

We're looking for dedicated,
motivated individuals ready to
serve one of the most diverse
and dynamic communities in
the Northeast.

If youre MPTC-trained and
looking for a department that
values teamwork, community
engagement, career growth, and
competitive benefits — this is
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

SOMERWVILLE
POLICE
DEPARTMENT

SPD IS NOW
TAKING
DIRECT HIRES!!
S81.000-
S121.000

ENSET DM EDUICAET IO A
FERRES OF EFRARCE

MUST BE MPTC
ACADEMY
ED

W DR RSSDCIRTES. BeC

e

WE ARE LDOKING FOR THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PROFESSIONALS AND FUTURE LEADERS T MOVE DUR
DEPARTMENT AND CITY FORWARD

WHY SOMERVILLE POLICE?

PATROL DETECTIVE. FAMILT SERWCES TRARTIC COMMUMITE ACTION TEAM

TRCTHCAL TEAM HOUNTAM ERE LUNITS
COMPETITIVE PES AND BENEFTT PACK AGE

HELF SUPFORT OWER B0 D00 RESIDENTS W OME OF THE WIS T DERSELY

POPELATED CITIES M THE RORTHERST!

BENEFITS
ERUCATIONAL INCERTRVES
BACHELORS 750¢ Fos

1 PR HOLIDIY'S

P

36 WIETKS WSCATION CEASFT DN VERES OF SERICES

APPLY AT- CITY

WFSOMERVILLE APPLYTO.J08 COM

| POLICE |

ow Accepting Direct Hires!
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Somerville’s Porchfest Returns Saturday, May 9: Applications Now Open

Volunteers Invited to be Porchfest Ambas-
sadors

SOMERVILLE — PorchFest returns to
Somerville on Saturday, May 9, and appli-
cations are now open for participants. The
annual event organized by the City’s Somer-
ville Arts Council features mini concerts
hosted by residents on their porches, yards
- and even on stoops - across the city. All
musical genres are welcome from alt rock to
zither quartets, and hosts are invited to ap-
ply by the April 21 deadline to participate.
Volunteers are also invited to apply to be
Porchfest ambassadors to assist visitors.

“PorchFest is one of Somerville’s most
awaited events for good reason. Not only is
it a sign that spring is truly here but there’s
nothing quite like seeing porches transform
into stages and hosting a citywide jam fest,”
said Mayor Jake Wilson. “To keep this tra-
dition strong, our Arts Council and public
safety teams are working closely together
to make sure this year’s event is welcoming
for everyone, and I can’t wait to see it come
to life”

In addition to hosting or performing,
community members can get involved by
volunteering to be a Porchfest Ambassador.
Volunteers will orient visitors, answer ques-
tions, monitor safety, and serve as points

of contact. It’s a great way to help make the
event a success, and ambassadors get a cool,
limited edition Porchfest T-shirt.

Key Updates & Changes for 2026:

Porchfest has become popular, so the City
needs all hosts and participants to help keep
the event organized and safe. Please review
and follow the information and guidance
below as you plan to host, perform, volun-
teer, or attend:

Locations & Timing
To bring music to a range of neighborhoods

- and to keep the noise impacts in any one
area to just two hours — Porchfest is held in
2-hour blocks in three City zones.

This year, Porchfest will move across
Somerville in these three timed zones:

West Zone (West of Willow Avenue): 12-2
p.m.

Central Zone (between Willow and Central
Streets): 2-4 p.m.

East Zone (East of Central Street): 4-6 p.m.
To ease congestion on streets and sidewalks,
attendees are encouraged to use Somerville’s
Community Path to travel between zones.
If nature calls, there will be additional por-
ta-a-johns available to help keep Somerville
clean and safe for everyone. Please use
them!

Street Limitations for Safety:

To ensure firetrucks and ambulances are
not impeded, and to keep pedestrians

safe, the Somerville Fire and Engineering
Departments identify key safety routes for
us, and performances are not allowed on
those streets.

In some cases, we also need to restrict areas
at the ends of the side streets that form
intersections with safety routes.

But you still have options even if you are on
a restricted street or corner.

Residents on ineligible streets or corners are

encouraged to partner with a neighbor on a
nearby designated street. This is a great way
to get to know your neighbors while helping
keep Porchfest safe.

Spacing Between Performances:

Imagine if you could hear, say, eight
concerts at once. That’s not a great way to
enjoy music, so performances have to be
spread out.

Participating performance locations need
to be at least 8 houses apart from another
approved PorchFest performance location.
Participants are responsible for managing
their volume so each show nearby can be
heard.

Use the map to see where performances
have already been approved to know if
where bands are already playing.

Apply to Host a Porch Concert:
Applications are due April 21 at 11:59 p.m.
Applying does not guarantee participation.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling
basis by Public Safety officials and the Arts
Council.

A map of approved locations will be pub-
lished online as applications are approved.
Apply at somervilleartscouncil.org/porch-
fest.

Apply to Host a Block Party:

Block parties must apply separately through
Citizen Serve (somervillema.gov/citizen-
serve) to request a block party permit.
Applications are open March 17 - April

20 and will be reviewed based on the same
street safety restrictions above.

Apply to be an Ambassador Volunteer:
This is an excellent opportunity for com-
munity members who love PorchFest, have
seen this event grow, and are interested in
keeping it safe, accessible, organized, and
neighborly.

Apply to be an ambassador at somervil-
leartscouncil.org/porchfest/porchfest-am-
bassador.

Be sure to note the deadlines! To ensure a
safe and enjoyable experience for everyone,
we can’t make any exceptions to the dead-
lines. All information and the application
link are available at somervilleartscouncil.
org/porchfest.

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail

com

15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

~ (DINEINONLY)

TEAM
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PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
TEAM AWARD WINNER
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Applications Now Open for Mayor’s Summer Jobs Program

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

From running rec games to
assisting with community
outreach, teens can earn
$18.85/hour; Apply by April
30

SOMERVILLE - Somerville

teens (ages 14+) can now
apply for the 2026 Mayor’s
Summer Jobs Program, a
six-week paid opportunity
to earn money, build skills,
and get a behind-the-scenes
look at how the City runs.

Each summer, local teens
take on roles across more
than 20 City departments
— everything from helping
with Parks and Recreation
programs and supporting
library events, to assisting
with community outreach,
and organizing city data.

The program is open to
Somerville teens ages 14
through the summer of high
school graduation. Oppor-
tunities are designed to give
teens early work experience
while staying connected to
their community.

Program Details
Compensation: $18.85/hour
for all positions

Time Commitment: Most
positions are 20 hours per
week and run July 6 through
August 14

Eligibility:

o Applicants must be 14

years old by May 4, 2026

0 Must be a Somerville resi-
dent or enrolled in a Somer-
ville school

Deadline to Apply: Inter-
ested youth can apply now
through Thursday, April 30,
by completing the online
application at somervillema.
gov/summerjobs. All appli-
cants will be interviewed in
early May.

Participants are placed
across a wide variety of
City departments includ-
ing Parks and Recreation,
Public Works, Police and

Fire, Libraries, and more.
Limited positions will also
be available in non-munic-
ipal, private businesses and
non-profits around Somer-
ville. Schedules will vary by
jobsite and placement. All
positions require onboard-
ing and orientation.

For any questions, please
email summerjobs@somer-
villema.gov or call 311 (617-
666-3311).

$1.57 BILLION FISCAL 2026 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (S 3041)

By zBob Katzen

Senate 35-4, approved a $1.57 billion
fiscal 2026 budget. Some of the funding
will come from the $1.3 billion generated
by the 2022 voter-approved constitutional
amendment, known by supporters as

the Millionaire’s Tax and the Fair Share
Amendment, which imposes a surtax

of an additional 4 percent income tax,

in addition to the current flat 5 percent
one, on taxpayers’ earnings of more than
$1 million annually. Language in the
constitutional amendment requires that
“subject to appropriation, the revenue will

go to fund quality public education, af-
fordable public colleges and universities,
and for the repair and maintenance of
roads, bridges and public transportation.”

Provisions include $1 million in legal
defense services for immigrants; $10
million for full-tuition scholarships for
UMass Chan Medical School students
pursuing family medicine if they commit
to remaining in Massachusetts and
serving populations in need for five years
after graduation; $100 million to ensure
that Massachusetts’ public universities are
able to withstand reductions in federal
research funding; a new $32 million in-

vestment to provide immediate relief for
strained municipal budgets by increasing
special education reimbursement rates;
$150 million for high-quality and accessi-
ble early education and care; $40 million
for early literacy initiatives; $18.3 million
to expand financial assistance offered to
Massachusetts students enrolled at state
universities and UMass campuses; $2.5
million to boost school-based mental
health support; and $1 million to help
public schools pay for costs incurred to
implement the ban on cell phones use by
students during school hours.

Other provisions include a new targeted
sales tax exemption for building mate-
rials to incentivize the construction of
new affordable, moderate-income and
middle-income housing units for certain
housing projects; $535 million in direct
support for the MBTA for operational
funding, commuter rail support and the
low-income fare relief program; and $535
million for the MBTA for operational
funding, commuter rail support and

the low-income fare relief program; $20
million for the Home Energy Assistance
Program to assist eligible low-income
elders, working families and other house-
holds with assistance paying a portion

of winter heating bills; and $1 million to
help public schools pay for costs incurred
by cities and towns to implement the ban
on cell phones use by students during

school hours.

“By including innovative policy solutions
with strong investments, we are going
beyond just allocating funding in this
budget,” said Senate President Karen
Spilka (D-Ashland). “We are lowering
taxes to spur housing, building our
health care workforce and protecting our
immigrant neighbors, on top of making
generational investments in statewide
transit and education.”

“Today, the Senate passed a consolidated
Fair Share supplemental budget that
makes significant strides in educational
initiatives and transportation infrastruc-
ture, while maintaining our focus on
municipal relief and regional equity;”

said Sen. Mike Rodrigues (D-Westport),
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways
and Means. “The Senate continues to
support special education, literacy growth
and also establishes a primary care higher
education scholarship pilot program

at UMass Medical that will help fill the
shortage of primary care physicians

in the commonwealth. We also go big

on transportation, investing Fair Share
dollars to support the ongoing renovation
and infrastructure improvements at the
MBTA. This spending plan also addresses
the harsh winter and historic blizzard of
2026, dedicating $100 million for munici-
pal relief to beleaguered municipalities all

across Massachusetts.”

“The Senate found time to pass yet
another massive supplemental budget
that did not include any reforms to our
broken welfare system, any tax relief for
our small businesses and taxpayers and
no relief for ratepayers,” said Paul Craney,
executive director of the Mass Fiscal
Alliance. “The Massachusetts Legislature
thinks it’s their job to spend every penny
they can extract from the taxpayers for
their pet projects”

None of the four Republican senators
who voted against the budget responded
to repeated attempts by Beacon Hill Roll
Call asking them to comment on the bill’s
passage and to explain why they voted
against it. Those four senators are Sens.
Kelly Dooner (R-Taunton), Peter Durant
(R-Spencer), Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton)
and Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester).

(A “Yes” vote is for the budget. A “No”
vote is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

HomeServices
Verani Realty
Residential

Uter & Van Stry Team

368 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144
Jack.Lister@verani.com
Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

o :

We Are Real Estate
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Joanne

als C
to You and Your Needs.

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION Steve & Sons Home Repairs
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885 ] _ 617-628-6251

617-628-6251

steveandsunshnmurlpn_i_ cor

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Spaak to Ouwr Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining
Walls, Foundation Fepalr, Chimney Repair / Flebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding., Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodal intarior work carriad out!

RAPID MASOMNAY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

B57-228-6682

1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-00188793-00 2130893

*Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

7

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty

Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!

Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our
Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

ﬁ]ﬁ? MPSTE nEHTALs THHlJlIGH[II.IT msw ENGLAND:

= We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746

Fax: 781-395-5955
www.powersweeping.com ¢ dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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Bostonian Florist

————— . — B

Bostonian Florist,. @

www.bostonianflorist.com
92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 -
(617) 629-9300

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE

@<lvhraz

\ o
SkyBraz

617 623 3957

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS -
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
EMTERTAINMENT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM

BERKSHIRE M | COMPANIES
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

Hﬂmeser‘v’ices We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!
Call about our 2.5% Savings Program }
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE : |
over the phone appraisal of your home. ™

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
= 411- Programs
BERAD] |p=

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 4o Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com

www.medfordnewsweekly.com 2 5 Cents




