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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page  13 Continuded to page 5

Continued to page 7

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speak-
up Line: Rebuttal to the Nosy Neighbor’s 

Complaint About My Private Garage

Somerville Parking Office to Be 
First City-Owned Building to 

Decarbonize

$100 MILLION FOR CITIES AND TOWNS 
(H 5264)
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/
Jack-Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Michael D. Martelli

Obituary
Michael D. Martelli, formerly of 
Billerica and Somerville, passed 
away suddenly on March 16, 2026, 
in Derry, NH.

Born and raised in Somerville, 
Michael was the son of the late 
Marilyn Martelli and late Frank 
Martelli. Brother of Marilyn Goveia 
and brother-in-law Phillip, the late 

Frankie Martelli and sister-in-law 
Gayla, the late Maria Martelli and 
stepson to Jeannie Martelli. Son-in-
law to John O’Neil, brother-in law 
to Debbie O’Neil, Linda and Dan 
Albertelli, Kathy and Sean Lyons, 
and Beth and Bob Learson. He was 
also survied by many neices and 
nephews.

Michael grew up on Allen Street, 
playing until the streetlights came 
on, and getting into just enough 
mischief with friends to make the 
memories unforgettable. Music was 
deeply engrained in his soul and 
always played a major role in him 
and his family’s life. He took pride 
in his endless stories of the band 
days. Everyone who knew him 
appreciated his love of song writing 
and poetry. He took center stage at 
endless big events to showcase his 
artistic and personal writings.

One of the brightest moments of 
his youth was a trip to Argusto, 
Italy, where he stayed with his 
grandfather, Nonno, and wandered 

the streets of the city—creating 
memories of adventure that stayed 
with him for a lifetime.

Following his passion, he made 
Mike Perfecto Auto Body a reality, 
turning his lifelong love of working 
on cars into a place of pride and 
purpose, showcasing the joy he 
found in hands-on craftmanship. 
It wasn’t just work—it was a reflec-
tion of his motivation and faith in 
his own potential.

After meeting Peggie O’Neil, it 
wasn’t long before they married 
and welcomed their daughter, Ash-
ley. They spent many happy years 
together as a family in Malden and 
Billerica. Memorable vacations 
included cruises, spending time 
in Laconia and the yearly Martelli 
gatherings. Michael immediately 
and naturally blended into his 
extended family and continued to 
support them into his later years. 
Ashley and her dad loved going to 
Fenway to cheer on the Red Sox, 
playing darts, attending concerts, 

Father’s day camp trips, and adven-
tures with Ashley’s daughters that 
always ended with a pizza. Ashley’s 
husband, Ryan, held the same place 
in his heart as a son would.

Climbing his way up the ladder for 
the MBTA as a bus driver, it was 
a job he was bittersweet to retire 
from after 30 years. He always said 
he wanted to write a book about 
the countless tales of his daily 
experiences. Lasting friendships 
were formed during that time, 
many being challenged to a game 
of pool on breaks. A prominent 
friend being Artie Hunt – they kept 
in touch and spoke on the phone 
every day.

He took great pride in his two 
granddaughters Everleigh and 
Freya Sylvia and grandpups 
Zeppelin and Lotus. They were a 
source of happiness and filled his 
life with purpose as Grandpa and 
Grandpaw.

Starting a new chapter of his life, 

Michael moved to Derry, New 
Hampshire. He loved his proper-
ty – tending to his garden, having 
fires in his woodstove, carving 
“walking branches”, taking his mo-
torcycle out whenever the weather 
allowed, no matter the time of year, 
and forming new friendships in the 
neighborhood.

A funeral procession for Michael 
will commence from the George 
L. Doherty Home, located at 855 
Broadway (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville, on Monday morning, 
March 23, 2026, at 9:00 AM, fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass at St. Jo-
seph Church in Somerville (Union 
Sq.) at 10:00 AM. Calling hours 
will be held on Sunday, March 22, 
2026, at the Funeral Home from 
2:00 to 5:00 PM. Relatives and 
friends are invited to attend. Inter-
ment will take place at Mt. Auburn 
Cemetery in Cambridge.

In lieu of flowers, go buy a scratch 
ticket! He never won that million 
dollars he was chasing, so someone 

Somerville/Medford Remembering Peter R. McIsaac
Peter R. McIsaac – Of Chel-
sea, formerly of Somerville, 
affectionately known to many 
as Pistol or sometimes Rhine-
stone,” passed away after a brief 
illness on Monday, March 16, 
2026. He was 83 years old.

Born and raised in Cambridge, 
Peter was the son of the late 
Charles McIsaac and Helen 
(Straton) McIsaac.

Peter had a deep love for all 
things sports, he played and 
coached many softball teams. 
He also enjoyed watching his 
daily game shows, playing 

cards, and listening and singing 
to oldies music.

He was a familiar and beloved 
presence at the Market Basket 
Café in Chelsea. Peter had a gift 
for striking up conversations, 
greeting everyone with a smile, 
and forming lasting friendships 
with both employees and fellow 
patrons.

Peter was also a proud member 
of Teamsters Local 25.

Beloved husband of 63 years to 
Janet (Higgins) McIsaac. Devot-
ed father of Peter R. McIsaac, Jr 

of Salem, and Michael McIsaac 
and his wife Lee of Wilton, 
NH. Cherished grandfather of 
Ashley, Carbon (Carlie), Re-
agen, Adam , Joseph, Annekka, 
Britta, and Stephen. Loving 
great grandfather of Neveah 
Adamson. Dear brother Jean 
Bentubo, Mary Savini and her 
husband Tony, Charles McIsaac 
and his wife Marsha, Barbara 
Lester and her husband Jon, the 
late John McIsaac and his late 
wife Rita and the late Patricia 
Armenio and her late husband 
Vincent. Also survived by many 
loving in-laws, nieces, nephews 
and friends.

A funeral mass will be cele-
brated on Friday, March 27th 
in Immaculate Conception 
Church 600 Pleasant St., at 
10:00AM. Please meet directly 
at church.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

At the conclusion of the ser-
vices please join the family for 
a celebration of Peter’s life at 
Anthony’s of Malden 105 Canal 
St., Malden, Ma.

Obituary
Lillian M. Rudgis 
(Downey) of Somerville 
passed away on March 
21, 2026, at the age of 
85. She was the beloved 
wife of the late Vincent 
Rudgis. Lillian was pre-
deceased by her brother 
Arthur J Downey and his 
wife Francine Downey, as 

well as her sister Barabara 
O’Regan and her hus-
band Cornelius (Buddy) 
O’Regan. She is survived 
by many nieces, nephews, 
and grand nieces and 
nephews.

A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated for Lillian on 
Thursday, March 26, 2026, 

at St. Joseph Church, 
located at 252 Washington 
St. Somerville, at 10:00 
AM. Relatives and friends 
are invited to attend. 
Calling hours will be held 
in the church prior to the 
Mass from 9:00 to 10:00 
AM. Interment will follow 
at Cambridge Cemetery, 
Cambridge, MA.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in 
memory of Lillian to the 
Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute 
and the Jimmy Fund.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Lillian M. Rudgis (Downey)

Somerville/Medford Remembering Brian F. Bransfield
Obituary
Brian F. Bransfield – A 
longtime resident of 
Somerville, passed away 
on Wednesday, March 18, 
2026. He was 102 years 
old.

Born in New Brunswick, 
Canada, he was the son 
of the late Oswald J. and 

Winifred F. (Shea) Brans-
field.

Devoted husband of 
the late Ellen M. (Spry) 
Bransfield. Beloved father 
of Steve Bransfield and 
his wife Marie-France. 
Cherished grandfather 
of Ellen-Marie Bransfield 
and her partner Tyler 

Schreyack, Elizabeth 
Bransfield and her partner 
Lee Drinkwater. Loving 
step-father of Peter Stick-
ney.

Brian was laid to rest with 
his beloved wife Ellen 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Everett.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
Is There an Illegal Business Operating in Medford

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Hi Billy,

For the past few years, our neighbor at 
36 Roosevelt Road in Medford has been 
operating an auto repair shop out of their 
residential garage and driveway. His garage 
is at the back of his property, which faces 
Circuit Road. He is using Circuit Road as 
his parking lot for his clients vehicles that 
are waiting to be repaired and also washed, 
as it appears he has hired a woman to clean 
them after they are serviced. This location 
is zoned for residential use only, and the use 
of this property in this way is impacting our 
community.

The garage has a functioning car lift inside 
which was originally per the building depart-
ment to be used for our neighbor’s hobby of 
fixing his old cars. However, over the past 
couple of years that has changed into a very 
lucrative auto repair business. He is now 
fixing cars five to seven days a week. This has 
resulted in a very congested area of the street.

Other issues include:
– Increase in traffic coming down the street, 

often speeding.
– Parking congestion, there are frequently 
multiple cars on the street in various states 
of repair.
– Customers coming and going.
– Occasional tow trucks bringing vehicles to 
his garage.
– Oil stains on the street and trash dumped 
by his clients.
– Concern for safety, i.e has the garage been 
inspected by the fire department for safety?
– Where is he dumping waste from the 
garage?
– That end of the street is blocked on 
occasion by cars coming out of the garage or 
parked on the street, which would make it 
tough for emergency vehicles to get by.
– Is he paying taxes?
– He is probably not ensured to be running a 
fully functioning auto repair garage.
– Bottom line, he is running a business on a 
residential street that is part of the Lawrence 
Estates.

Back in approximately 2022 I contacted city 
hall and the police, but nothing was done as 
they said we couldn’t prove he was running 
a business. Over the last year or so, his 
business has increased dramatically. He is 
now working five to seven days a week with 

more and more cars on the street. As recently 
as March 12th 2026, I left a message with city 
hall with zero response.

I also spoke to the building department 
inspector, Micheal Malerba, and he agreed to 
look into the issue but told us he did not see 
a working garage. He also said he spoke with 
neighbors, who had no complaints about 
the building. I also recently spoke with the 
Medford fire department, but they can’t help 
either as they say the garage is not registered 
with the city.

There does not appear to be anyone to help 
us with this situation, I believe our neighbor 
must have connections with someone at 
city hall and the police department. Our 
neighbor is using his property as a full time 
mechanic shop, which I believe violates local 
zoning laws, and the city is turning its back 
on the residents of Circuit Road.

Thank you,

A concerned Circuit Road resident

Dear Billy T and Somerville/
Medford News Weekly Speakup 
Line,

This is a rebuttal to original ar-
ticle complaint that a neighbor 
filed against me:

To the concerned constituent 
on Circuit Road please be ad-
vised of the following first and 
for most.

#1. You should get your infor-
mation clear and straight.
I the owner of that garage and 
property have lived on circuit 
Road for over 60 repeat 60+ 
years

#2. I do not reside on Roosevelt 
Rd.,

#3. I did not hiring a girl to 
work on vehicles. That young 
lady happens to be my future 
wife and those are her cars.

#4. She owns 15 cars yes 15 so if 
you see her washing or waxing 
or vacuuming her cars she has 
every right to do that, the city 
knows what I’m doing. This is 
my custom build garage to build 
my hot rods or my motorcycles 
and whatever I want to do.

5. I do not run a business out of 
here, so whatever cars you may 
see in and out of there those 
are our own vehicles by myself, 
family members and/or my 
future wife.

6. I do not fill the streets with 
automobiles. I have pictures of 

just about every single person’s 
car on that street.

Last but not least my attorney 
advised me to say to you that I 
can and would take out a com-
plaint against you one stalking 
me and two for harassing me 
and three for making a false al-
legations about me so with that 
in mind, I respectfully ask that 
you go about your business.

Mind your business and worry 
about your life and not some-
one else’s thank you and you 
have yourself a wonderful day!

James Tello, the owner of 60 
Circuit Rd.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Rebuttal to the Nosy Neighbor’s Complaint 
About My Private Garage
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 

and absolutely worth checking 
them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small radi-
us of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned 
for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 

please reach out and we will do 
our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Have a HEART Night, Med-
ford

More than anytime, peo-
ple feel excited, emotional, 
and heartfelt when seeing 
a Soldier, Veteran, Parade 
and KIDS of all ages. With 
information on the distin-
guished Purple Heart and a 
Director from Salem Foster-
Care, these two Clubs had a 
successful, meaningful night 
on March 6. Over 30 bags 
chockful of items for the 
Youth in Salem and infor-
mative notes on the history 

of the Purple Heart were 
applauded. Medford is noted 
for its historic quality and 
in during the past 3 decades 
it’s Charity Clubs; this Night 
should be noted.

The reopening of the historic 
Caroline Plummer House for 
the Youth will be this May…
an important

feat and a home deserved for 
Foster Youth!

ANYONE who has a heart 
and an hour or two monthly 

should consider supporting 
Veterans at
Post #1012 or joining the 
famous LIONS Club..
The rewarding zest is worth 
it.

Thank you and Spring Re-
gards,
Sharon Deyeso, VP
Usha Sharma, PR
sharondeyeso@yahoo.com 

Medford Lions and VFW Host HEART NIGHT

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

What’s the story with this 
statue?
Found in city temp stor-
age next to Deano’s Pasta. 
Seems like a sad story.

Billy Tauro’s response: 
It used to be at the in 
the sacred war memori-
al located on Highland 
Avenue Somerville. A few 
years back until the then 

Looney Tune progressive 
administration up at city 
hall had them removed 
and put into storage and 
never put them back! 
Some of the monuments 
which I provided video on 
my Facebook site, which 
they are still there, of the 
administration hiring 
contractors to forcefully 
cut apart the statues with 
saws-alls and in the pro-
cess destroying some of 
them in the process! Sad!

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Missing Somerville Monuments
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

$100 MILLION FOR CITIES AND TOWNS (H 5264)

By Bob Katzen

House 25-128, rejected an amendment that 
would provide a minimum of $100 million 
annually from the surtax surplus to cities 
and towns which must use 50 percent of 
the funds for the repair, maintenance, con-
struction or reconstruction of roads and 
bridges and 50 percent for public school 
facilities and equipment. Each city and 
town would receive a proportional share of 
the $100 million based on its population as 
a percentage of the state’s total population 
as determined by the most recent federal 
decennial census or the most recent annual 
municipal census certified by the secretary 
of state, whichever is more recent.

Amendment supporters said this would 
average roughly $14 per person based on 
7.2 million Massachusetts residents broken 
up into legislative districts each comprised 
of some 44,000 residents. They noted this 

would guarantee each district more than 
$600,000 per year. Each district would be 
required to spend $300,000 for roads and 
bridges and $300,000 for education.

They said that the state currently has allo-
cated the majority of these surplus surtax 
funds to programs such as $867 million 
for the MBTA, $419 million for free school 
meals, $287 million for free communi-
ty college tuition and $422 million for 
regional transit. Directing funds toward 
these priorities has come at the expense of 
greater local aid. This shift has exacerbat-
ed budget shortfalls in many cities and 
towns, where rising costs like inflation, 
mandated education expenses outpace the 
limited 2.5 percent annual growth allowed 
under Proposition 2½. As a result, local 
governments have been forced to raise 
property taxes, cut essential services like 
teaching positions or public safety, or both, 
effectively shifting the funding burden for 

these “free” statewide programs back onto 
middle-class and working-class homeown-
ers through higher local property taxes.

Amendment sponsor Rep. Justin Thurber 
(R-Somerset) said the amendment would 
provide meaningful relief to the 95 percent 
to 99 percent of Massachusetts cities and 
towns facing fiscal struggles while fulfilling 
the original intent of the Fair Share 
Amendment to support public needs. 
“Though disheartened it didn’t pass, the 
proposal highlights important questions 
about current revenue allocation and 
whether redirecting more surplus funds 
could better aid struggling communi-
ties and residents amid ongoing local 
pressures.” continued Thurber. “I hope this 
sparks broader discussions on ensuring the 
Fair Share surtax, now generating billions 
beyond expectations, truly meets voter 
expectations for funding public schools 
and road and bridge maintenance.”

Rep. James Arciero (D-Westford) opposed 
the amendment and said the distribution 
formula in the amendment does not ad-
equately serve the road and bridge repair 
needs of rural and less populated areas 
across the state. Historically, this House 
has heard from our rural communities 
how funding distribution formulas that 
weigh population as a determining factor 
harms rural communities due to their 
lower population numbers. Rural munic-
ipalities have been clear that road mileage 
is the most important factor in addressing 
their repair needs since these towns have 
extensive local road networks.

He continued that last year, the Legislature 
authorized $300 million for the Chapter 90 
program, a 50 percent increase over histor-
ical funding levels. Of this funding, $200 
million was distributed to all municipal-
ities based on the standard Chapter 90 pro-

gram distribution formula of 60 percent 
road mileage, 20 percent population and 
20 percent employment. Then in support 
of our rural communities, the remaining 
$100 million of that funding was distrib-
uted to all municipalities based on their 
proportional amount of local road mileage. 
The passage of this amendment would un-
dermine that progress we’ve made to build 
regional equity across the state for rural 
and less populated communities.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment. A 
“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No Rep. Mike 
Connolly No Rep. Paul Donato Didn’t Vote 
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven No

By Bob Katzen

Senate 38-0, approved and 
sent to the House a bill that 
would establish October 
15th as Pregnancy and In-
fant Loss Awareness Day to 
increase public awareness of 
the prevalence of pregnancy 
loss and the physical and 
mental toll individuals face 
following a pregnancy loss. 
The day would also include 

loss from an unsuccessful 
round of intrauterine in-
semination or of an assisted 
reproductive technology 
procedure, a failed adop-
tion arrangement, a failed 
surrogacy arrangement, a 
diagnosis or event that im-
pacts pregnancy or fertility, a 
stillbirth or the death of the 
newborn child.

“For many people, the 

journey to starting a family 
is a joyful time filled with 
hope and excitement for the 
future,” said sponsor Sen. 
Paul Feeney (D-Foxbor-
ough). “For others, the path 
is devastating and a constant 
reminder of what could have 
been. I filed this legislation 
on behalf of families like 
mine: those that may have 
heard a slight heartbeat, only 
to have that flicker disappear 

at the next visit; those en-
during IVF treatment, only 
to see their hopes dashed; 
and those who gave birth to 
a baby who was already an 
angel. These forms of loss 
are heartbreaking beyond 
words, yet far more common 
than we may realize.”

Feeney continued, “It is my 
hope that by designating 
October 15th as Pregnancy 

and Infant Loss Awareness 
Day, we can create the space 
to recognize this form of 
loss, bring hope where there 
is despair and hold all those 
impacted in a collective 
embrace.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS AWARENESS DAY (S 2145)

Joanne J. Gallo of Somer-
ville passed away on 
March 20, 2026. She was 
the beloved wife of the 
late Peter P. Gallo, with 
whom she shared 63 years 
of marriage. Joanne was 
a devoted mother to John 
P. Gallo, Debra Mahoney, 
and her husband Edward 
C. Mahoney Jr., all re-
siding in Somerville. She 
was the cherished grand-

mother of Thomas E. Ma-
honey, Angela Seeley-Gal-
lo, and Anthony R. Gallo, 
and a loving great-grand-
mother to Renata J. Gallo 
and Caden Seeley. Joanne 
is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. She 
was predeceased by her 
sister, Barbara Hanscom.

Joanne found joy in many 
activities, including visits 

to Salisbury Beach, din-
ing at Browns restaurant, 
playing bingo, going to the 
Casino, and playing cards. 
Above all, she treasured 
spending time with her 
family, especially during 
Christmas parties.

A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated in her honor 
at St. Benedict Church 
in Somerville on Thurs-

day morning, March 26, 
2026, at 10:00. Relatives 
and friends are invited to 
attend.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Joanne J. Gallo
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for res-
idents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

If you notice in these photos of West 
Somerville they are out dumping salt 
everywhere. When we approached a driver 
we asked why are you putting this excessive 
amount of salt out there and it’s not even 
snowing nor is it freezing and the tempera-
tures are way above freezing all week.

The driver‘s response was “The city over 
bought the salt and our boss told us to get rid 
of it all and come back empty!”
Now the streets look like Bolivian Desert with 

all this salt everywhere blowing up salt dust 
everywhere.

Salt is not good for in a large dry quantities. 
According to Google: “Excessive road salt 
accelerates the deterioration of infrastructure, 
corroding steel reinforcements in bridges and 
crumbling concrete surfaces. It causes pitting 
in pavement, allowing water to seep in and 
create potholes. Beyond roads, it pollutes 
drinking water, kills roadside vegetation, and 
damages vehicle bodies.”

A frustrated Somerville resident

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:
 Totally Uncalled for Ridiculous Amounts of Salt on our Streets Everywhere Today

WIDOWED SPOUSES AND FORECLOSURES (H 1329)
By Bob Katzen

The House, on a voice vote with-
out a roll call, gave initial approval 
to a bill requiring banks and other 
mortgage lenders to delay fore-

closure proceedings for 60 days 
after the death of a borrower and 
to refrain from taking any action 
to accelerate foreclosure proceed-
ings. The surviving spouse or 
family member must notify the 

lender and provide proof of the 
death of the borrower for the halt 
on foreclosure to take effect.

Supporters say that widowed 
spouses are going through a 

difficult time and should not be 
harassed by mortgage lenders 
who are trying to foreclose on 
their property.

Rep. Priscilla Sousa (D-Framing-

ham), the sponsor of the propos-
al, did not respond to repeated 
requests by Beacon Hill Roll 
Call asking her why she filed the 
bill and how she feels about its 
passage.
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COMMIS-
SION, BY THE POWER 
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A 
SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, 
CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS 
OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULA-
TIONS WITH THE ADDI-
TION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2026-29 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-

bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: 
two-hour parking except by 
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking
only 2:30am-8:00am on north 
side of Bow St, from approxi-
mately 108 feet east of Bow St 
Pl to
approximately 173 feet east of 
Bow St Pl (formerly an MBTA 
bus stop).
2026-30 Article V Section 5-9.1 
“Parking Meter Locations and 
Regulations” is amended with 
the
addition of the following regu-
lation: three metered spaces on 
south side of Bow St, from
approximately 182 feet east of 
Bow St Pl to approximately 286 

feet east of Bow St Pl (formerly
two hour except by permit 
parking).
2026-31 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” is 
amended with the addition of 
the
following regulation: loading 
zone on the south side of Bow 
St, from approximately 0 feet 
east
of Wesley Park to approximate-
ly 85 feet east of Wesley Park 
(formerly three meters and a 
25 ft
loading zone).
2026-32 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” and 
Section 5-9.1 “Parking Meter
Locations and Regulations” 
are amended with the addition 
of the following regulation: 

loading
zone from 8:00am-2:00pm and 
metered parking from 2:00pm-
8:00pm at 197 Washington St
(formerly metered parking and 
15 minute parking).
2026-33 Article V Section 5-15 
“Parking for Persons with Dis-
abilities” is amended with the
addition of the following 
location: 191 Washington St 
(public).
2026-34 Article V Section 5-11 
is amended with the removal of 
the following location:
westbound Washington St at 
Washington Terrace.
2026-35 Article V Section 5-11 
is amended with the removal of 
the following location:
eastbound Washington St at 
Merriam St.

2026-36 Article V Section 5-11 
is amended with the following: 
relocate the eastbound bus stop
on Washington St at Mc-
Grath Highway to Washing-
ton St at Rossmore St.

PROMULGATED: MARCH 
12, 2026
ADVERTISED: MARCH 24, 
2026
MARCH 31, 2026
APRIL 7, 2026
EFFECTIVE: APRIL 15, 
2026

Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly 3/24/26, 3/31/26, 
4/7/26

Somerville Parking Office to Be First City-Owned Building to Decarbonize

Parking Office to 95% decarbonize 
with largest City-owned solar array 
and more – final 5% to come over 
time

SOMERVILLE—The aging gas-fired 
boilers and cooling system at the City 
of Somerville Parking Office building 
will soon make way for new, green 
solutions including solar and heat 
pumps, making it the first city-owned 
building to essentially decarbonize. 
The project will not only deliver ener-
gy cost savings and advance the com-
munity’s climate goals but will also 
give city staff experience operating 
and maintaining the kind of electri-
fied building systems envisioned for 
all of the City’s buildings in time.

“Our buildings make up the largest 

portion of the City’s fossil fuel use 
and decarbonizing these structures 
is a monumental undertaking — but 
you don’t wait for the perfect moment 
or try to do it all at once,” said Mayor 
Jake Wilson. “You take the next right 
step. Our Parking building is running 
on ancient boilers and a leaking cool-
ing system. Soon it will be powered 
by 95% clean energy and can serve as 
a model for what comes next. That’s 
how this City turns challenges into 
steady steps forward. This is us walk-
ing the walk on climate action.”

The building on Holland Street in 
West Somerville is a prime target for 
sustainable upgrades. The structure 
is currently served by three gas-fired 
boilers and a traditional rooftop 
cooling unit. The boiler plant is be-
ginning to fail, with numerous piping 
leaks, and the boilers are beyond their 
useful life. But the building is also 
unique among City-owned buildings: 
it already has electrical service from 
the utility capable of handling the 
added electrical load of an electric 
HVAC system.

To decarbonize the building, three 
projects are planned for this summer 
(2026) including a new 67 kilowatt 
DC rooftop solar array that will be 
the largest City-owned solar installa-
tion (larger leased arrays exist on the 
East Somerville Community School 
and the High School). The gas-fired 

boilers and old rooftop unit will also 
be replaced with a new heat pump 
air handler and basement heat pump 
units for heating and cooling. Finally, 
weatherization and improvements to 
the building’s exterior aim to improve 
staff comfort in the basement work 
areas, where the City’s street signs 
and parking meters are maintained.

Combined, the three projects will 
bring the building to approximately 
95% decarbonized. The final 5% 
will be achieved when the current 
relatively new gas-fired hot water 
heater (similar to those found in 
residential homes) reaches the end of 
its useful life and is replaced with an 
electric-powered unit.

As the charts farther below detail, the 
three projects are expected to col-
lectively produce more than $18,000 
per year in energy cost savings. Total 
reductions in fossil fuel use are also 
projected to equal the total energy 
use of eight Massachusetts homes or 
the gas consumption of 38 passenger 
vehicles.

The upgrades are funded by the 
city’s Energy Stabilization Fund. The 
fund sets aside money for projects 
that reduce carbon emissions and 
energy costs for City operations. This 
project is a prime example of how the 
fund can effectively be used to work 
toward the community’s Climate 

Forward municipal decarbonization 
goals. Learn more about Climate 
Forward at somervillema.gov/cli-
mateforward.

Annual Energy and Cost Savings 
from Decarbonizing the Traffic and 
Parking Building

Gas Savings in Therms
Electrical Savings in KWh
Gas Savings in Dollars
Electrical Savings in Dollars
Totaled Projected Annual Savings
6,422
32,932
$10,468
$8,365
$18,833
*Based on current utility costs at 133 
Holland $0.254/kwh and $1.63/therm

The projects interact to produce an-
nual Green House Emissions Savings 
in the following ways:
Project
Gas Savings and Green House Gas 
savings
Electric Savings and Green House 
Gas savings
Total Project Green House Gas 
Impact
Boiler to Heat Pump Work
6,230 therms
73,069 lbs
-49,329 kwh
-27,682 lbs
About 5 MA homes total energy use

Weatherization Work
192 therms
2,252 lbs
75 kwh
42 lbs
About 1/4 of a MA passenger vehicle’s 
annual energy use
Solar Arry Installation
N/A
82,186 kwh
46,120 lbs
About 3 MA homes total energy use
All Projects Collectively
6,422 therms
75,321 lbs
32,932 kwh
18,480 lbs
8 Homes or 38 Passenger Vehicles 
total use
*Using Massachusetts Leading By 
Example GHG Emissions Calculator 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lbe-con-
versions-and-ghg-emissions-calcula-
tor/download

For more information and updates on 
Somerville’s progress on decarboniza-
tion visit the Climate Forward dash-
board at http://www.somervillema.
gov/climatedashboard. Sign up for 
the SustainaVille newsletter at somer-
villema.gov/subscribe to stay up to 
date on all of OSE’s decarbonization 
efforts and sustainability initiatives.

$1.8 BILLION SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET PARTIALLY FUNDED BY MILLIONAIRE’S TAX (H 5264)

By Bob Katzen

House 150-5, approved and sent to the 
Senate a $1.8 billion supplemental bud-
get that funds $885 million in public 
transportation including $740 million 
for the MBTA; $417 million for public 
education; and millions for several 
fiscal year 2026 deficiencies.

The $1.8 billion bill is funded in part by 
$1.3 billion from the 2022 voter-ap-
proved constitutional amendment, 
known by supporters as the Million-
aire’s Tax and the Fair Share Amend-
ment, which imposes a surtax of an 
additional 4 percent income tax, in 
addition to the current flat 5 percent 
one, on taxpayers’ earnings of more 
than $1 million annually. Language in 
the constitutional amendment requires 
that “subject to appropriation, the 
revenue will go to fund quality public 
education, affordable public colleges 
and universities, and for the repair 
and maintenance of roads, bridges and 
public transportation.”

MBTA funding in the supplemental 
budget includes $525 million for the 

Deficiency Reserve; $125 million for 
the Workforce and Safety Reserve; $60 
million for physical infrastructure with 
a focus on the core subway system; and 
$20 million for low-income reduced 
fares.

Education funding includes $150 
million for Special Education Circuit 
Breaker costs; $150 million to fund 
Early Education Child Care costs; $8 
million for childcare providers; $7.5 
million for the loan forgiveness pro-
gram for these providers; a $20 million 
endowment Match for UMass and oth-
er state colleges and universities; and 
$5.1 million for Tomorrow’s Teachers 
Loan Forgiveness program.

Another provision would permanently 
decouple Massachusetts from recently 
approved federal tax provisions that 
reduce federal taxes if voters approve 
a possible November 2016 state ballot 
question that would lower the state 
income tax rate from 5 percent to 4 
percent.

Other provisions include $10 million 
for FIFA Boston for World Cup related 

expenses; establishment of a food 
donation tax credit of up to $5,000 per 
individual for farm businesses based 
on the amount of food donated to a 
nonprofit food distribution organiza-
tion; and ratification of eight Collective 
Bargaining Agreements.

“From significant investments in public 
transportation and public education, to 
support for Department of Transitional 
Assistance caseworkers and expenses 
related to the World Cup, to fiscally 
prudent tax conformity measures – this 
legislation is representative of the re-
sponsible approach that the House will 
continue to take as we navigate a period 
of significant economic uncertainty,” 
said House Speaker Ron Mariano 
(D-Quincy).

“The use of these one-time surplus 
funds provides us with a unique 
opportunity to better strengthen the 
commonwealth in numerous ways,” 
said Rep. Aaron Michlewitz (D-Bos-
ton), Chair of the House Committee on 
Ways and Means. “By further improv-
ing our educational and transportation 
sectors, we will build off the work we 

have done in the last several budget 
cycles with a judicious use of the Fair 
Share funds. The tax changes contained 
in this bill will help support the state’s 
economic competitiveness, while giving 
us time to absorb the expected loss in 
revenue.”

“I voted against … the supplemental 
[budget] simply because there is too 
much unnecessary spending in this 
bill,” said Rep. John Gaskey (R-Carver). 
“This was essentially an earmark bill. If 
it had been narrowly focused on public 
safety, it would’ve been a good bill. 
Unfortunately, it becomes a free-for-all 
bill to hand out cash driving further 
spending.”

Some opponents criticized the language 
in the bill that would permanently 
decouple Massachusetts from key 
federal tax provisions if voters approve 
a possible November 2026 ballot 
question to lower the state income tax 
rate from 5 percent to 4 percent. They 
said this would tie the hands of future 
policymakers and denies Massachusetts 
taxpayers the benefit of federal tax 
relief.

“This is not fiscal responsibility,” said 
Paul Craney, Executive Director of the 
Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance. “This is 
political retaliation against taxpayers. 
Beacon Hill leadership is telling voters 
that if they choose to lower their own 
taxes, the Legislature will step in and 
make sure they don’t see the full ben-
efit. It’s petty, and an outrageous abuse 
of power. They cannot help themselves. 
Even before the ink is dry on federal 
tax changes, Beacon Hill politicians are 
already scheming ways to block relief 
and keep more money in government 
hands. That’s exactly why voters are de-
manding change, change that actually 
delivers transparency with legislative 
audits, openness in public records and 
policies that prioritize taxpayers over 
seemingly limitless growth in state 
government spending.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote 
is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Didn’t 
Vote Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

Assault
26014583: On 3/11/26 at approximately 
7:48 PM, Somerville Police responded 
to a business on Broadway for a fight. 
Upon arrival, officers spoke with the 
victim who stated two males were shop-
lifting items and a fight ensued. During 
the fight, the male suspects began 
punching the victim.

Arrest
26015675: On 3/15/26 at approximately 
12:33 PM, Somerville Police responded 
to a residence on Jaques St for a break-
ing and entering. Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the victim who stated the 
house is under construction and his 

tools were missing from inside. He then 
pointed to a male party who he believed 
was in possession of the tools. Officers 
stopped the male and he stated the tools 
were in a nearby park. Officers then 
proceeded to the park and recovered the 
tools and the male suspect was placed 
under arrest.

Other Crimes:
• 3 Package Thefts
• 2 MV Thefts
• 9 Car Breaks
• 2 MV Vandalisms
• 7 Bike Thefts

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten 
Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@
somervillema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
Somerville’s poorly maintained Streets in the past four years

By Bob Katzen

The House, on a voice 
vote without a roll call, 
gave initial approval to a 
bill that would ensure that 
firefighters who become 
full-time can receive 
creditable service for their 
time as call firefighters, 
or part-time firefighters, 

regardless of what fire de-
partment they worked at.

The office of Sen. John 
Velis (D-Westfield) who 
is currently on an active 
duty deployment with the 
Massachusetts National 
Guard, told Beacon Hill 
Roll Call, “The bill cre-

ates parity between our 
dedicated first responder 
professions as currently 
local law enforcement of-
ficers can purchase similar 
time from any department 
and are not restricted to 
the same standards as call 
firefighters currently are.”

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

This is how your city 
sidewalks and streets were 
treated and neglected 
for the past four years in 

Somerville! Where is the 
outrage? Where were and 
now are our city counsel-
ors?

This is Elm Street Somer-
ville and looking at it 
doesn’t it make you feel 

that when like walking on 
that sidewalk you would 
take your life into your 
own hands?

FIREFIGHTER RIGHTS (S 2960)

By Bob Katzen

The House, on a voice vote 
without a roll call, gave 
initial approval to a mea-
sure that would mandate 
that the signing of a resi-
dential lease for renewal 
cannot be required to be 
executed more than four 

months in advance of the 
termination date of the 
current lease agreement.

“For years now, constitu-
ents have brought to my 
attention that they have 
experienced landlords 
pushing lease renewals six 
months or longer in ad-

vance,” said sponsor Rep. 
Tackey Chan (D-Quincy). 
“This is an unreasonably 
short time for tenants to 
figure out where they will 
live next, especially if the 
landlord will not renew 
the lease otherwise. This 
legislation is similar to a 
New York City ordinance.”

LEASE SIGNING (H 336)
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Mount Vernon Restaurant

UPDATE: The teenag-
erin the photo who rang 
the doorbell, his mother 
called us to apologize and 
we arranged a meeting 
with her and her son with 
the victim who she apolo-
gized to as well.

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Hi Billy. This afternoon 
four punks walking up my 
street, Marshall St and one 
of them walked up my 

porch and was kicking the 
shit out of my front door. 
They scared the crap out 
of my parents.

Can you please post this 
video and pictures on 
your page? I sent it to the 
Somerville page and they 
didn’t
post it. Thank you so 
much!

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
TIKTOK Fad Doorbell Ring and Kick In Door Mystery solved
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Seven scholarships available to 
Somerville residents in the Class 
of 2026; Apply by deadline March 
27, 2026

SOMERVILLE— Somerville’s 2026 
high school graduates are invited to 
apply for City of Somerville Munic-
ipal Scholarships designed to help 
students launch their next steps be 

that professional training, college, 
or a job in the trades. Selected ap-
plicants will receive $2,000 to help 
with post-secondary education 
expenses including tuition, profes-
sional programs and certifications, 
and union fees. The deadline to 
apply is March 27, 2026.

To qualify for consideration, 

students must be in high school, a 
resident of the City of Somerville at 
the time the financial aid is award-
ed and be accepted to an accredited 
post-secondary institution. Awards 
are granted both on the basis of 
merit and need.

To apply, students must complete 
the online application at bit.ly/

municipalschol26 by Friday, March 
27, 2026, at midnight.

For more information, visit somer-
villema.gov/scholarship or contact 
311 (617-666-3311).

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:
 People living in the Salvation Army store on Broadway Somerville

City-Funded Scholarships Available for Somerville Class of 2026

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News Weekly 
Speakup Line,

People are living in the 
Salvation Army store on 
Broadway is that legal?

Please let us know so we can 
expose them!

Sincerely,
A concerned Somerville 
citizen
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.
ApplyToJob.com

Volunteers Invited to be Porchfest Ambas-
sadors

SOMERVILLE — PorchFest returns to 
Somerville on Saturday, May 9, and appli-
cations are now open for participants. The 
annual event organized by the City’s Somer-
ville Arts Council features mini concerts 
hosted by residents on their porches, yards 
– and even on stoops – across the city. All 
musical genres are welcome from alt rock to 
zither quartets, and hosts are invited to ap-
ply by the April 21 deadline to participate. 
Volunteers are also invited to apply to be 
Porchfest ambassadors to assist visitors.

“PorchFest is one of Somerville’s most 
awaited events for good reason. Not only is 
it a sign that spring is truly here but there’s 
nothing quite like seeing porches transform 
into stages and hosting a citywide jam fest,” 
said Mayor Jake Wilson. “To keep this tra-
dition strong, our Arts Council and public 
safety teams are working closely together 
to make sure this year’s event is welcoming 
for everyone, and I can’t wait to see it come 
to life.”

In addition to hosting or performing, 
community members can get involved by 
volunteering to be a Porchfest Ambassador. 
Volunteers will orient visitors, answer ques-
tions, monitor safety, and serve as points 
of contact. It’s a great way to help make the 
event a success, and ambassadors get a cool, 
limited edition Porchfest T-shirt.

Key Updates & Changes for 2026:
Porchfest has become popular, so the City 
needs all hosts and participants to help keep 
the event organized and safe. Please review 
and follow the information and guidance 
below as you plan to host, perform, volun-
teer, or attend:

Locations & Timing
To bring music to a range of neighborhoods 

– and to keep the noise impacts in any one 
area to just two hours – Porchfest is held in 
2-hour blocks in three City zones.
This year, Porchfest will move across 
Somerville in these three timed zones:
West Zone (West of Willow Avenue): 12–2 
p.m.
Central Zone (between Willow and Central 
Streets): 2–4 p.m.
East Zone (East of Central Street): 4–6 p.m.
To ease congestion on streets and sidewalks, 
attendees are encouraged to use Somerville’s 
Community Path to travel between zones.
If nature calls, there will be additional por-
ta-a-johns available to help keep Somerville 
clean and safe for everyone. Please use 
them!

Street Limitations for Safety:
To ensure firetrucks and ambulances are 
not impeded, and to keep pedestrians 
safe, the Somerville Fire and Engineering 
Departments identify key safety routes for 
us, and performances are not allowed on 
those streets.
In some cases, we also need to restrict areas 
at the ends of the side streets that form 
intersections with safety routes.
But you still have options even if you are on 
a restricted street or corner.
Residents on ineligible streets or corners are 

encouraged to partner with a neighbor on a 
nearby designated street. This is a great way 
to get to know your neighbors while helping 
keep Porchfest safe.

Spacing Between Performances:
Imagine if you could hear, say, eight 
concerts at once. That’s not a great way to 
enjoy music, so performances have to be 
spread out.
Participating performance locations need 
to be at least 8 houses apart from another 
approved PorchFest performance location.
Participants are responsible for managing 
their volume so each show nearby can be 
heard.
Use the map to see where performances 
have already been approved to know if 
where bands are already playing.

Apply to Host a Porch Concert:
Applications are due April 21 at 11:59 p.m. 
Applying does not guarantee participation.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling 
basis by Public Safety officials and the Arts 
Council.
A map of approved locations will be pub-
lished online as applications are approved.
Apply at somervilleartscouncil.org/porch-
fest.

Apply to Host a Block Party:
Block parties must apply separately through 
Citizen Serve (somervillema.gov/citizen-
serve) to request a block party permit.
Applications are open March 17 – April 
20 and will be reviewed based on the same 
street safety restrictions above.

Apply to be an Ambassador Volunteer:
This is an excellent opportunity for com-
munity members who love PorchFest, have 
seen this event grow, and are interested in 
keeping it safe, accessible, organized, and 
neighborly.
Apply to be an ambassador at somervil-
leartscouncil.org/porchfest/porchfest-am-
bassador.

Be sure to note the deadlines! To ensure a 
safe and enjoyable experience for everyone, 
we can’t make any exceptions to the dead-
lines. All information and the application 
link are available at somervilleartscouncil.
org/porchfest.

Somerville’s Porchfest Returns Saturday, May 9: Applications Now Open
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Respectively I’m a three year Somerville res-
ident living in a triple-decker and I received 
this note on my car windshield. I am afraid 
of a retaliation measures by whoever left this 
note what should I do?

Somerville resident who parks legally

Billy’s response: Granted you live there, but 
you should start by moving your car once 
in a while to give one of your neighbors a 
chance to park as well because there is a 48 
hour parking ordinance in Somerville that 
will cause your vehicle to be ticketed and/or 
towed. To be honest with you if my neighbor 
did the same, I’d be pissed myself and I would 
probably do more than just leave a note on 
your windshield, but that’s just my opinion!

Billy

Somerville/Medford News Week-
ly Speakup Line: Parking Space 

Hoarders in Somerville

Somerville/Medford News Weekly
03/24/26

Legal Ad Notice
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


