
VOL.1 NO.329-2982                                      SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD MASS                            Tuesday March 10th, 2026                

Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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Order Yours Today!
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Annacile Beaubrun

Obituary
Annacile Beaubrun – 
Passed away February 26, 
2026 in Haiti. A Funeral 
Mass will Celebrated 

in Our Lady of Grace 
Church, 194 Nichols St. 
Everett, MA, Saturday 
morning at 10:00am.

Visiting hours will be held 
at the Church from 9:00 
– 10:00. Interment Forest 
Dale Cemetery, Malden. 
Complete notice to follow.

Obituary
James A. Roache – A 
lifelong resident of Somer-
ville, passed away peace-
fully at home on Saturday, 
March 7, 2026. He was 
74 years old.

Born in Boston and 
raised and educated in 
Somerville, he was the 
beloved son of the late 
James F. and Lorraine L. 
(Flores) Roache

Devoted brother of 
Kevin T. Roache and his 

wife Christina of Marsh-
field, Lorriane Watson 
of Wilmington, the late 
Mark Roache and the 
late Maureen Roache. 
Cherished uncle of 
Mark Watson, Robert 
Watson, Kevin Roache, 
Thomas Roache, and 
Christina Butler. Loving 
great uncle of Hannah, 
Ryan, Timmothy, James, 
Mary, Elizabeth, Mikey, 
Fiona, Gillian and Ben-
jamin.

A funeral procession 
will be held from the 
George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home on Tuesday, 
March 17th at 9:00AM. 
Followed by a funeral 
mass celebrated in St. 
Ann Church, 399 Med-
ford St., Somerville at 
10:00AM.

Relatives and friends 
are invited to attend. 
Calling Hours will be 
held on Monday March 
16th from 4:00PM to 

7:00PM.

Services will conclude 
with interment at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Mal-
den.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Paulette Laurore
Obituary
Paulette Laurore of Everett 
passed away on Febru-
ary 28, 2026. She was the 
beloved wife of the late 
Francisque Telcira. Visit-
ing hours will be held 
at the Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah, located at 11 
North St. Somerville, MA 
02144, on Saturday morn-
ing, March 14, 2026, from 

9:00 to 10:00, followed by 
a Funeral Service at 10:00. 
Interment will take place 
at Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Malden.

Complete notice to follow.

Geraldine M. (Escott) 
Graham, of Reading, MA 
passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, March 5, 
2026, at the age of 72, after 
a courageous battle with 
cancer, surrounded by the 
love of her family and life-
long friend Edie Culligan.
Born and raised in 
Somerville in St. Clement 
Parish, she was the belo-
ved daughter of the late 
Frederick and Camille 
(Derrico) Escott. From 
an early age, Gerri had 

an artistic gift which led 
her to become a talented 
interior designer. Her style 
and fashion sense were 
legendary, as was her open 
heart, dazzling smile, and 
zest for life. These attri-
butes helped build a long 
and successful career at 
BNY Mellon, where she 
served as Facilities Mana-
ger—New England..

Yet of all her accomplish-
ments, none meant more 
to her than her family. 
Being a mother, wife, and 
“Grammy” were the roles 
she cherished most. She 
adored her grandchildren 
and was deeply involved 
in their lives—celebrating 
their milestones, hosting 
countless overnights and 
gatherings, and making 
sure each one felt uniquely 
loved and special.

Geraldine loved to travel, 
especially alongside her 
devoted husband and 
best friend, Steve. Their 
bond was extraordinary 
and rooted in deep love, 
partnership, and a lifetime 
of shared adventures. To 
witness them together was 
to see a true and enduring 
love story.

Geraldine was a devoted 
Catholic and witness to 
her faith. She was active 
at St. Patrick’s Stoneham, 
found great calm and joy 
in daily mass there or at 
St. Joseph’s Wakefield, 
and at both churches was 
surrounded by a deeply 
caring community.

Beloved Wife of 44 years 
to Stephen Graham. De-
voted mother of Franny 
(Tessa), Scott (Lisa), Ni-
cholas Graham (Michelle), 

Gillian Mercier (Tommy), 
Luke Graham, along with 
her daughter-in-law Sarah 
Graham, and Annalyn 
and Mike Babics whom 
she loved as her own. 
Cherished grandmother 
of Rocco, Grady, Drew, 
Sonia, Audrey, Thomas, 
Justin, and Liam. Loving 
sister of Chris Caliri and 
her husband Richard, the 
late Johnny Escott and 
his wife Marie, the late 
Jimmy Escott and his wife 
Linda, and her sister-in-
law Susan Roberts and 
her husband Rick. Also 
survived by many loving 
cousins, nieces, nephews, 
friends and extended 
family members.

A funeral mass will be 
celebrated on Wednesday, 
March 11th in St. Patrick 
Church, 71 Central St. 
Stoneham at 10:00AM. 

Relatives and friends may 
visit with the family prior 
to mass from 9:30AM to 
10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are 
invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held 
Tuesday, March 10th in 
the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.), 
Somerville, MA from 
4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude 
with interment at St. Paul’s 
Cemetery, Arlington.

In lieu of flower’s memo-
rial contributions may be 
made in Geraldine’s name 
to Sawtell Family Hospice 
House or to American 
Diabetes Association

Somerville/Medford Remembering Geraldine M. (Escott) Graha

Somerville/Medford Remembering James A. Roache
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Mayor Jake Wilson Announces Executive Team Results-focused hires to improve core services, 
strengthen accountability, and deepen community partnerships

SOMERVILLE — Mayor Jake 
Wilson today announced the 
full slate of Executive Office 
appointments, an experienced 
team to deliver on his results-
first agenda: improving core City 
services, increasing efficiency, 
strengthening communications 
and transparency, delivering 
accessibility and accountability, 
advancing equity, and building 
regional partnerships that benefit 
Somerville residents.While many 
have been on board since inau-
guration, two new hires recently 
completed the team.

“I’m thrilled to announce our 
complete Mayor’s Office team, a 
group of motivated public ser-
vants with a laser focus on mak-
ing life better for all of our resi-
dents,” said Mayor Jake Wilson. 
“The first step of doing the work 
we want to do is building the 
team. And these team members 
all have proven track records 
of delivering for people and a 
strong public-service mindset. 
I’m so happy to welcome them 
and deliver on the work.”

Appointments
Chief Administrative Officer — 
Kimberly Wells
Kimberly began serving the 
Somerville City Council in 2019 
as Assistant Clerk of Committees 

and was appointed as City Clerk 
in 2021. Prior to joining the City, 
she led IT and analytics consult-
ing for municipalities across 
Massachusetts with the UMass 
Boston Collins Center for Public 
Management.

Kimberly holds an MPA and 
an MS in Political Science from 
Suffolk University, a Graduate 
Certificate in Conflict Resolu-
tion from UMass Boston, a BS in 
Political Science from Saint Mi-
chael’s College, and a Paralegal 
Certificate from Boston Univer-
sity. She is a PMP, Registered and 
Certified Parliamentarian, and 
Massachusetts Certified Public 
Purchasing Official, and is pur-
suing an Ed.D. at Northeastern 
University.

Chief of Staff — Sarah Anders
Sarah Anders joins the Mayor’s 
Office from the City of Bos-
ton, where she served as Chief 
of Staff for the 800+ person 
Streets Cabinet (Transportation 
and Public Works), delivering 
safety and state-of-good-repair 
projects while strengthening core 
services.

Previously, she was Commu-
nications Director for Mayor 
Michelle Wu’s 2021 campaign 
and held communications roles 
for elected officials in New York 
City. She holds a BA and an MPA 
from the University of Vermont.

Intergovernmental Affairs Direc-
tor— Amanda Nagim-Williams
Amanda is a versatile legal pro-
fessional with broad public sec-
tor experience, spanning higher 
education, public interest ad-
vocacy, municipal government, 
and judicial chambers bringing 
a well-rounded perspective to 

complex legal and policy issues.

Amanda joined the City of 
Somerville in 2022, as the 
Coordinator for the Department 
of Racial and Social Justice. In 
2024, she transitioned into her 
most recent role as the Direc-
tor of the department where she 
has provided strategic visioning 
in identifying and implement-
ing strategies that aim to make 
Somerville more equitable and 
inclusive.

Prior to Somerville, Amanda 
worked in higher education at 
the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education in the Professional 
Education department before 
serving as a Judicial Law Clerk 
to the Assignment Judge for New 
Jersey’s largest vicinage.

Amanda holds a Juris Doctor 
degree from the Roger Williams 
University School of Law and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Criminology 
with a dual minor in Sociology 
& Interdisciplinary Studies from 
Stonehill College. Amanda also 
holds a certification in Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion for Human 
Resources from Cornell Univer-
sity.

Community Partnerships Liaison 
— Brenna Broderick
Brenna Broderick served as 
Co-Manager of the Wilson 
mayoral campaign and Chief of 
Staff to the transition. She brings 
experience across government 
and nonprofits with a focus on 
partnerships and community 
engagement.

Recent work includes a graduate 
consultancy designing gender-
intentional frameworks for an 
agricultural impact fund, along 

with prior roles in development 
and communications for a local 
food-insecurity nonprofit and 
policy research at Boston City 
Hall. She holds a Master’s in 
Global Development Practice 
from Harvard University, with 
certificates in Environmental 
Policy and Sustainable Food 
Systems, and a BA in Political 
Science from Saint Michael’s 
College.

Mayor’s Public Liaison — Jesse 
Moos
A 16-year Somerville public-
service veteran, Jesse Moos most 
recently served as the City’s first 
Construction Liaison and Com-
pliance Manager (Engineering) 
from 2018 to late 2025, where he 
provided a bridge between resi-
dents and contractors on major 
infrastructure projects, including 
SAUSI, Spring Hill Sewer Sepa-
ration, PHAB, Holland Street, 
and multiple street projects. 
He also launched Somerville’s 
infrastructure social channels to 
help residents get more timely 
construction updates.

Jesse began his service to the 
City in Constituent Services 
(311) and later coordinated 
Inspectional Services permitting 
(Citizenserve) for major projects 
in Assembly Row, Boynton 
Yards, and Union Square. He has 
staffed the City’s Memorializa-
tion Committee since 2020 and 
previously served 6 years on the 
Board of the Somerville Media 
Center.

Legislative Liaison — Yasmine 
Raddassi
Yasmine Raddassi has served as 
Somerville’s Legislative Liaison 
since February 2025. Previously, 
she was Director of Policy, Re-

search, and Budget for a Boston 
City Council office (District 5), 
and later Chief of Staff and Inter-
im Deputy Director at Boston’s 
Office of Police Accountability 
and Transparency, where she 
helped stand up the new agency.

She holds an MA in Public Policy 
and Public Administration and 
a BA in Political Science from 
Concordia University Montréal.

Executive Administrative As-
sistant — Karen Bridge
Karen Bridge brings more than 
25 years of executive-level 
administrative experience across 
healthcare, defense, higher edu-
cation, nonprofit leadership, and 
executive coaching.

Karen specializes in high-level 
executive support, process op-
timization, and organizational 
efficiency. In the Mayor’s Office, 
she will serve as a central point 
of coordination, managing 
workflow and office communica-
tions. She is a graduate of Regis 
College, where she was a Dean’s 
Scholar.

Executive Administrative As-
sistant — Midalys Rosario
Midalys Rosario has provided 
executive services to the Mayor’s 
Office since 2024 and brings her 
experience to support schedul-
ing, office operations, event 
coordination, and constituent 
services as well as payroll and bill 
processing.
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Good morning sir, so as 
you know I work for the 
gas company. I’m a yes on 
building more gas lines 
because it would help 
lower cost and it’s defi-
nitely reliable.

Wind turbines are horrible 
and use about 80-100 gal-
lons of oil for its gearbox 

and hydraulic system, if 
these turbines are in the 
ocean and the oil leaks, 
guess what…it leaks in 
the ocean. When you lose 
power, it’s a good thing to 
have a gas or propane gen-
erator to keep the power 
on. If you chose to copy 
and paste, have at it. But 
please don’t include my 
name please.

Sincerely,
A common sense resident

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Natural Gas Is The Way To Go!

William Campbell Obituary
Douglas- William M. “Soupy” 
Campbell, 70, of West St., passed 
away on Monday, March 2, 2026, 
at UMass Memorial Hospital, 
University Campus in Worcester, 
after a period of declining health, 
surrounded by his loving family.

He is survived by his wife of 39 
years, Kathleen A. (Oldroyd) 
Campbell; 5 sons, William H. 
Campbell and his wife Tina of 
Plainville, Matthew C. Campbell, 
Robert A. Campbell, Timothy J. 
Campbell and his wife Matilda, 
and Joseph D. Campbell and his 
fiancé Amanda all of Douglas; 
2 grandchildren, Thomas and 
Waylon; his dog Diesel, as well as 
several nieces and nephews, and 
dear cousins who reside in Prince 
Edward Island.

Born in Somerville, MA on April 
8, 1955, he was the son of Colin 
and Catherine (MacNevin) Camp-
bell and grew up in Somerville. 
He was educated in the Somerville 

public school system and was 
a graduate of Somerville High 
School class of 1973.

A hard worker, Mr. Campbell 
often worked 2 jobs to ensure 
his family had everything they 
needed. He was primarily em-
ployed by the City of Waltham as 
a Mechanic and Foreman for 32 
years until his retirement in 2019.

He enjoyed spending time with his 
sons, skiing, and playing hockey. 
A man of many interests, he was 
an avid reader, devoted sports en-
thusiast, and lifelong animal lover 
who cherished the many dogs he 
had over the years. He was known 
for his good nature, quick wit, and 
wonderful sense of humor. He had 

been a resident of Douglas for the 
past 37 years.

He was a member of the Masonic 
Lodge Olive Branch AF&AM in 
Douglas. In his youth, Bill and 
his family spent summers on 
Prince Edward Island, where his 
parents were from. During that 
time, he was a member of the 
Church of Scotland and the Order 
of DeMolay, a youth organization 
affiliated with the Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry that promotes civic 
awareness, personal responsibility, 
and leadership development.

His funeral service will be held 
on Saturday, March 14th at 11 
AM in Jackman Funeral Home, 
7 Mechanic St., Douglas. Burial 

will follow in Evergreen Cemetery, 
West St., Douglas. Calling hours 
in Jackman Funeral Home, 7 
Mechanic St., Douglas will be held 
on Friday, March 13, from 3-5 
PM, and Saturday morning from 
10- 11 AM. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in his memory may be 
made to Dog Orphans Inc., PO 
Box, 767 Douglas MA 01516. To 
leave a condolence message for 
his family please visit http://www.
Jackmanfuneralhomes.com

Somerville/Medford Remembering James A. Roache
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Somerville’s Council on Aging Joins Statewide Active Agers Initiative

Program offerings encourage 
movement for preventative 
social, mental, and physical 
health

SOMERVILLE — A January 
dance party was in full swing 

at the Holland Street Senior 
Center when the Somerville 
Council on Aging announced it 
is officially joining the Mas-
sachusetts Councils on Aging’s 
(MCOA) Active Agers Pro-
gram. The new initiative aims 
to promote physical activity to 
enhance mental and physical 
health as well as quality of life 
for seniors across Massachu-
setts. Possible participation 
prizes and rewards for partici-
pating COAs and individuals 
are also included.

As part of the initiative, the 
Somerville Council on Aging 

is celebrating and ramping-
up free health and wellness 
programming for seniors. Ac-
tivities include weekly general 
exercise, strength and balance, 
and yoga classes along with 
rotating sessions of Zumba, La 
Blast Dance, Balletone, Tai Chi, 
Martial Arts, and more.

An overwhelming wealth of 
research supports that physical 
activity can lead to healthier ag-
ing. Even moderate activity has 
been shown to offer health ben-
efits ranging from anxiety relief 
and better sleep to reduced 
risk of some diseases including 

cardiovascular disease, type 2 
diabetes, dementia, and some 
cancers (Health Benefits of 
Exercise and Physical Activity | 
National Institute on Aging).

“It’s never too late to start,” said 
Ashley Speliotis, Director of the 
Somerville Council on Aging. 
“The goal of the Active Agers 
program is to encourage move-
ment, try something new, and 
to have fun. Our programs vary 
in movement styles and inten-
sity, so there really is something 
for everyone.”

To find upcoming Council 

on Aging programming, visit 
somervillema.gov/calendar 
or sign up for the Council on 
Aging’s newsletter at bit.ly/
coanewsletter.

To learn more about the state-
wide Active Agers initiative, 
visit mcoaonline.org/activea-
gers. For more information, or 
to get involved with Active Ag-
ers, contact Michelle Deutsch, 
Health and Wellness Coordina-
tor at Somerville Council on 
Aging, 617-625-6600 ext. 2300.

RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARD (H 5151)
By Bob Katzen

House 25-130, rejected an 
amendment that would 
reduce the mandated 
annual rate of growth of 
the Renewable Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) from 3 
percent to 1 percent. The 
RPS is the percentage of 
the grid’s provided energy 
supply that is derived from 
renewable sources.

“The reduction to 1 per-
cent year-to-year growth 
of that mandated share of 
energy being generated 
by renewables would be 
more attainable while not 
preventing Massachu-
setts from exceeding that 
targeted rate of growth if 
the industry gains more 
momentum than ex-
pected,” said amendment 
sponsor Rep. Joe McKenna 
(R-Sutton). “Setting unat-

tainable goals is an attempt 
to will into existence more 
renewable energy produc-
tion than can realistically 
be procured. This sets up 
an incentive for devel-
opment to leverage the 
mandates to bring in a 
very expensive supply at 
non-competitive rates that 
drives up costs borne by 
consumers on their bills.”

Rep. Mike Kushmerek 

(D-Fitchburg) opposed 
the amendment and said it 
would attempt to perma-
nently reduce renewable 
energy targets and the 
Class 1 RPS by 15 percent 
by reducing it from 3 per-
cent to 1 percent during 
the years from 2025 to 
2029. He argued that the 
RPS is an important tool 
that helps the state comply 
with important climate 
laws and contributes to 

financing for clean energy 
projects.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment. A “No” vote 
is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No 
Rep. Mike Connolly No 
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven No

Obituary

George J. Hardy – Longtime 
resident of Somerville, passed 
away on Wednesday, March 4, 
2026 surrounded by his loving 
family. He was 87 years old. Be-
loved husband of the late Gerda 
(Krist) Hardy who passed away 
in January of 2023.

Loving father of Jacqueline 
White and her fiancé Joe Hall of 
Salem, NH; George and his wife 
Caroline of Reading; Daniel 
of Somerville; Carol Price of 
Wilmington; Stephen and his 

wife Wendy of Lynn; and the 
late Christine Hardy.

Brother of Francis of Bell-
ingham and the late Walter, 
Edward, Robert, John, Mary 
O’Brien, Alfred, William, James, 
and Irene Miscavege. He will 
be greatly missed by his fifteen 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

George was a dedicated employ-
ee of the B&M Railroad for over 
30 years. One of his biggest pas-
sions was cooking for his family 
and bringing everyone together 

around the table to enjoy good 
food and conversation.

A funeral procession will 
be held from the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home 855 
Broadway (Powder House 
SQ.) on Tuesday, March 10 at 
9:00AM. Followed by a funeral 
mass celebrated in St. Joseph 
Church 252 Washington St. 
(Union SQ.) Somerville at 
10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are invited 
to attend.

Calling Hours will be held 
on Monday from 4:00PM to 
7:00PM.

Services will conclude with 
George being laid to rest with 
his beloved wife Gerda at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in George’s 
memory to the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston

Somerville/Medford Remembering George J. Hardy
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for resi-
dents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

Grant to help fund transformation of 
street—enhancing safety and acces-
sibility for all

SOMERVILLE—The Healey-Driscoll 
administration has awarded the City 
of Somerville $500,000 to help imple-
ment its redesign of western Pearl 
Street in Gilman Square as part of 
MassDOT’s complete streets funding 
program.

The state’s Complete Streets pro-
gram helps fund local transportation 
projects that improve safety and 
accessibility for people walking or 
rolling, biking, taking public transit, 
or driving. Somerville’s Western Pearl 
Street project is designed to achieve 
these community goals.

The state’s grant will help fund con-
struction for a redesign for the seg-
ment of Pearl Street between McGrath 
Highway and Medford Street.

In addition to repaving the roadway 
and rebuilding the sidewalks, the new 
design for the street includes:
raised crossings and intersections
new protected bicycle facilities
improved bus stops
new benches and street trees
among other safety and accessibility 
improvements

“We’re incredibly grateful to Governor 
Healey and the entire Healey-Driscoll 
administration for this investment in 
Somerville,” said Mayor Jake Wilson. 
“What makes this project truly special 
is that it was built from the ground 
up with our community — residents, 
businesses, and neighbors told us 
what they needed from this street, 
and this design delivers that. From 
protected bike lanes to safer crossings 
to better bus stops, Western Pearl 
Street will be a model for what 21st-
century street design looks like, and 

we couldn’t be more excited to make 
that vision a reality.”

The design (download image here) 
was shaped with extensive input 
from community members heard in 
conversations on the street, at open 
houses, in small businesses and com-
munity events, in surveys, and via 
emailed comments collected through-
out the design process. The design is 
also informed by Somerville’s com-
mitment to Vision Zero (a commit-
ment to eliminate traffic deaths and 
serious injury) and the City’s Bicycle 
Network Plan.(a roadmap to expand-
ing bicycle safety and features across 
the city).

To learn more about the project, 
including details on the final design 
and feedback from the community 
process, please visit somervillema.
gov/westernpearl.

Somerville Awarded $500,000 “Complete Streets” Grant for Western Pearl Street
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COMMIS-
SION, BY THE POWER 
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A 
SPECIAL ACT OF THE LEG-
ISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF 
THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY 
AMENDS THE TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS WITH THE 
ADDITION OF THE FOL-
LOWING:

2026-1 Article V Section 5-10 
“Safety Zones” is amended with 
the removal of the following
regulation: fire lane on the 
north side of New Washington 
St, 141 ft west of Innerbelt Rd
extending 83 ft.

2026-2 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: 
Pick Up and Drop Off Only on 
the north side of New Washing-
ton St,
141 ft west of Innerbelt Rd 
extending 83 ft.

PROMULGATED: JANUARY 
15, 2026
ADVERTISED: MARCH 3, 
2026
MARCH 10, 2026
MARCH 17, 2026
EFFECTIVE: MARCH 25, 2026

2026-3 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Pro-
hibitions” is amended with 
the addition of the following 
regulation: No Parking Any 
Time on the south side of Pearl 
Stfrom approximately 160 feet 
west of McGrath Highway to 
approximately 55 feet west of 
Jasper Street.

 2026-4 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the ad-
dition of the following regula-
tion: No Parking Any Time on 
the south side of Pearl St from 
approximately 55 feet west of 
Jasper Street to approximately 
75 feet west of Jasper Street.

 2026-5 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition of the following regu-
lation: No Parking Any Time 

on the south side of Pearl from 
approximately 75 feet west of 
Jasper Street to approximately 
55 feet east of Walnut Street.

 2026-6 Article V Section 5-11 
“Bus Stops” is amended with 
the addition of the following 
regulation: MBTA Bus Stop on 
the south side of Pearl St from 
approximately 55 feet east of 
Walnut Street to 10 feet east of 
Walnut St.

 2026-7 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition of the following regu-
lation: No Parking Any Time 
on the south side of Pearlfrom 
approximately 10 feet west of 
Walnut Street to approximately 
60 feet west of Walnut St.

 2026-8 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition of the following regu-
lation: No Parking Any Time 
on the south side of Pearl from 
approximately 60 feet west of 
Walnut Street to approximately 
60 feet west of Skilton Avenue 
(eastern leg).
2026-9 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: 
two-hour parking except by 
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking
only 2:30am-8:00am on the 
south side of Pearl St from 
approximately 60 feet west of 
Skilton
Avenue (eastern leg) to ap-
proximately 150 feet west of 
Skilton Avenue (eastern leg).
2026-10 Article V Section 5-11 
“Bus Stops” is amended with 
the addition of the following
regulation: MBTA Bus Stop on 
the south side of Pearl St from 
approximately 60 feet east of
Skilton Avenue (western leg) to 
Skilton Avenue.
2026-11 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohibi-
tions” is amended with the ad-
dition of the following regula-
tion: No Parking Any Time on 
the south side of Pearl St
from approximately 30 feet 
west of Skilton Avenue (west-
ern leg) to approximately 90 
feet west
of Skilton Avenue.

2026-12 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: No 

Parking Any Time on the south 
side of Pearl St from
approximately 220 feet east of 
Medford St to 20 feet east of 
Medford St.

2026-13 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: 
two-hour parking except by 
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking
only 2:30am-8:00am on the 
north side of Pearl St from 
approximately 10 feet west 
of Dana
Street to approximate-
ly 85 feet west of Dana St.

2026-14 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: 
two-hour parking except by 
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking
only 2:30am-8:00am on the 
north side of Pearl St from ap-
proximately 15 west of Wesley 
Street
to approximately 110 feet east 
of Walnut St.

2026-15 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: 
two-hour parking except by 
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking
only 2:30am-8:00am on the 
north side of Pearl St from 
approximately 110 feet east of 
Walnut St
to approximately 70 feet east of 
Walnut Street.
2
026-16 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” is 
amended with the addition of 
the
following regulation: Loading 
Zone on the north side of Pearl 
St from approximately 70 feet 
east
of Walnut Street to approxi-
mately 35 feet east of Walnut St.

2026-17 Article V Section 5-11 
“Bus Stops” is amended with 
the addition of the following
regulation: MBTA Bus Stop on 
the north side of Pearl St from 
approximately 10 feet west of
Walnut Street to approximately 
50 feet west of Walnut St.

2026-18 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 

addition
of the following regulation: 
two-hour parking except by 
permit 8:00am-2:30am, permit 
parking
only 2:30am-8:00am on the 
north side of Pearl St from 
approximately 50 feet west of 
Walnut
Street to approximately 20 feet 
east of James Street.

2026-19 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” is 
amended with the addition of 
the
following regulation: Loading 
Zone on the north side of Pearl 
St from approximately 65 feet 
east
of Marshall Street to 25 feet east 
of Marshall Street.

2026-20 Article V Section 5-15 
“Parking for Persons with Dis-
abilities” is amended with the
addition of the following regu-
lation: Accessible Parking on 
the north side of Pearl St from
approximately 25 feet 
west of Marshall Street 
to 50 feet west of Marshall St.

2026-21 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: No 
Parking Any Time on the east 
side of Medford St from
approximately 45 feet north of 
Pearl Street to approximately 
110 feet south of School Street.

2026-22 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” is 
amended with the addition of 
the
following regulation: Loading 
Zone from 8:00am to 4:00pm 
on weekdays and two-hour 
parking
except by permit 8:00am-
2:30am, permit parking only 
2:30am-8:00am at all other 
times on the
east side of Medford St from 
approximately 10 feet south of 
Pearl Street to approximately 
50 feet
south of Medford Street.

2026-23 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: 
two-hour parking ex-
cept by permit 8:00am-2:30am, 
permit parking
only 2:30am-8:00am on the 
west side of Marshall St from 
approximately 30 feet north of
Medford St to approximately 

130 feet north of Medford 
Street.

2026-24 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: No 
Parking Any Time on the west 
side of Walnut St from
approximately 20 feet north of 
Pearl Street to approximately 55 
feet north of Pearl St.

2026-25 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: No 
Parking Any Time on the east 
side of Walnut St from
approximately 20 feet north of 
Pearl Street to approximately 40 
feet north of Pearl St.

2026-26 Article V Section 5-15 
“Parking for Persons with Dis-
abilities” is amended with the
addition of the following regu-
lation: Accessible Parking on 
the west side of Jasper St from
approximately 20 feet south of 
Pearl Street to approximately 40 
feet south of Pearl Street.

2026-27 Article V Section 5-5 
“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the 
addition
of the following regulation: No 
Parking Any Time on the east 
side of Wesley St from
approximately 20 feet north of 
Pearl Street to approximately 45 
feet north of Pearl Street.

2026-28 Article VII Section 
7-19 “Stop Signs, Yield Signs, 
Through Ways” is amended 
with the
addition of the following 
regulations: remove the stop 
sign on westbound Pearl St at 
Medford St
and implement a stop sign on 
northbound Medford St at 
Pearl St.

PROMULGATED: FEBRUARY 
12, 2026

ADVERTISED: MARCH 3, 
2026
MARCH 10, 2026
MARCH 17, 2026
EFFECTIVE: MARCH 25, 2026

Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly 03/03/26, 03/10/26, 
03/17/26
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

HI my name is Joe LoRusso a North 
Reading Resident and Ted Williams Camp 
Alum, Volunteer for the Jimmy Fund, and 
raising money for the Jimmy Fund, and 
have been for many years to help strike 
out cancer in Children & Adults.

The event I’m running is a expected to 
draw a lot of people, a great evening of 
laughs, great food and giving away great 
door prizes; so get your tickets early, by 
scanning the QR Code on flier or on 
Eventbrite website, they are going quick. 
Thank you all in advance for your sup-
port.

KOWLOON COMEDY NIGHT FEBRUARY 27, 2026
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

BUILDING TRADES RECOVERY WEEK (S 2110)

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administration 
announced $250,000 in Grants 
to strengthen local food access 
and support community food 
systems. Administered by the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources, the 

program supports emerging 
and established local food 
policy councils and food 
working groups as they build 
stronger, more resilient local 
food systems.

“None of our residents should 
struggle to put food on the 

table,” said Gov. Healey. “This 
funding is about making 
sure families can find fresh, 
affordable food in their own 
communities. Investing in lo-
cal food systems means people 
get fed, farmers and small 
businesses are supported and 
our food supply is stronger.”

“Local food policy councils 
represent the best of Team 
Massachusetts in action – 
bringing together farmers, 
families, small businesses and 
advocates to improve qual-
ity of life in every corner of 
the state,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 

Driscoll. “These grants ensure 
communities have the tools 
and resources they need to 
expand access to local food 
and build stronger, more con-
nected food systems.”

By Bob Katzen

The House approved 
a Senate-approved bill 
designating the last week 
in April as Building 
Trades Recovery Week, 
for the Buildings Trades 
Employers Association to 

promote awareness of the 
dangers of opioids and 
substance misuse among 
workers in the construc-
tion industry. The mea-
sure needs final approved 
in both branches before 
it goes to Gov. Healey for 
her signature.

“By establishing Building 
Trades Recovery Week, 
we can highlight the 
importance of preven-
tion, recovery and sup-
port services for the men 
and women who are the 
foundation of driving eco-

nomic development into 
our communities,” said 
sponsor Sen. Nick Collins 
(D-Boston). “This effort 
helps bring attention to 
an issue that affects many 
hardworking families and 
encourages open con-
versation, education and 

access to resources.”

$250,000 TO STRENGTHEN LOCAL FOOD ACCESS

By Bob Katzen

Senate President Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland) and Sen. Will 
Brownsberger (D-Belmont) led 
the charge sending a letter to 
the U.S. Congress and Sen-
ate urging them to uphold the 
constitutional role of Con-
gress in decisions that commit 
American service members to 
hostilities overseas.

The duo, and 26 other senators, 
signed the letter commending 

the bipartisan group of U.S. 
senators and representatives 
who have introduced and are 
advocating for a war powers 
resolution that would require 
Congressional approval before 
the United States engages in 
further hostilities with Iran or 
expands current operations.

“Supporting this war powers 
resolution is a reaffirmation 
that national security is best 
preserved when military action 
is governed by constitutional 

principles and robust Congres-
sional oversight,” read the letter. 
“We urge members of Congress 
to support this resolution, to 
return to session if necessary, 
and to vote in favor of restor-
ing Congress’ rightful author-
ity over decisions that could 
draw the United States into an 
expanded war.”

The other 26 senators who 
signed the letter are: Cynthia 
Creem (D-Newton); Nick 
Collins (D-Boston); Joanne 

Comerford (D-Northampton); 
Brendan Crighton (D-Lynn); 
John Cronin (D-Fitchburg); 
Julian Cyr (D-Truro); Sal 
DiDomenico (D-Everett); Wil-
liam Driscoll (D-Milton); Lydia 
Edwards (D-Boston); James El-
dridge (D-Marlborough); Paul 
Feeney (D-Foxborough); Dylan 
Fernandes (D-Falmouth); Cin-
dy Friedman (D-Arlington); 
Adam Gomez (D-Springfield); 
Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville); John 
Keenan (D-Quincy); Robyn 
Kennedy (D-Worcester); Jason 

Lewis (D-Winchester); Joan 
Lovely (D-Salem); Paul Mark 
(D-Becket); Liz Miranda (D-
Boston); Mark Montigny (D-
New Bedford); Michael Moore 
(D-Millbury); Jacob Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow); Pavel Payano 
(D-Lawrence); Becca Rausch 
(D-Needham).

TRUMP AND IRAN
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

DOG KENNELS (H 4849)
By Bob Katzen

The Committee on Munici-
palities and Regional Gov-
ernment held a hearing on 
legislation that would make 
changes to current dog ken-
nel laws. Supporters said the 
bill updates Massachusetts 
law on animal welfare, kennel 
licensing and dog identifica-
tion and provides that fines 
from animal cruelty enforce-

ment will now be deposited 
into the Homeless Animal 
Prevention and Care Fund, 
which will expand to cover 
broader animal health and 
welfare measures.

They argued that the bill 
strengthens kennel oversight 
by prohibiting unlicensed 
dogs from being accepted; ex-
pands public license records 
to include inspection history 

and enforcement data; and al-
lows health agents to conduct 
inspections alongside animal 
control officers. When trans-
ferring a dog, kennels must 
record and report detailed 
identifying information to lo-
cal clerks within 30 days.

“Following the passage of Ol-
lie’s Law last session, munici-
palities and industry experts 
made clear that additional 

reforms were needed to close 
gaps in our existing animal 
welfare system,” said sponsor 
Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Long-
meadow). “This bill answers 
that call by strengthening 
kennel oversight, improving 
accountability and ensuring 
our laws better protect the 
animals and communities we 
serve.”

Ollie’s Law, signed into law in 

2024, established rules and 
regulations for dog kennels in 
the Bay State, to ensure ani-
mal welfare, protect consum-
ers and keep kennel staff safe.

By Bob Katzen

The House sent to the 
Judiciary Committee a 
late-filed bill which would 
repeal a current law that 
provides that a parent who 
conceals the death of a 
child, “which if born alive 
would be a child born out 
of wedlock, so that it can-

not be ascertained whether 
it was born alive or, if born 
alive, whether it was mur-
dered, shall be punished 
by a fine of up to $100 or 
by imprisonment for up to 
one year.”

Sponsor Rep. Lindsay 
Sabadosa said the bill 
would repeal archaic laws 

criminalizing pregnancy 
by removing an outdated 
statute that can be used 
to criminalize unmarried 
women during one of the 
most traumatic experi-
ences a person may face: 
pregnancy loss.

“This legislation would 
repeal a concealment of 

birth law that is more than 
a century old, written at a 
time when women were 
not yet recognized as full 
rights-bearing people and 
when giving birth outside 
of marriage carried deep 
social stigma,” said Saba-
dosa. “Today, the use of 
such laws to investigate or 
prosecute postpartum in-

dividuals is unjust and out 
of step with our modern 
understanding of repro-
ductive health. There is no 
compelling reason for a 
statute like this to remain 
on the books.”

PREGNANCY (HD 5650)

Mount Vernon Restaurant
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Seven scholarships available to 
Somerville residents in the Class 
of 2026; Apply by deadline March 
27, 2026

SOMERVILLE— Somerville’s 2026 
high school graduates are invited to 
apply for City of Somerville Munic-
ipal Scholarships designed to help 
students launch their next steps be 

that professional training, college, 
or a job in the trades. Selected ap-
plicants will receive $2,000 to help 
with post-secondary education 
expenses including tuition, profes-
sional programs and certifications, 
and union fees. The deadline to 
apply is March 27, 2026.

To qualify for consideration, 

students must be in high school, 
a resident of the City of Somer-
ville at the time the financial aid 
is awarded and be accepted to an 
accredited post-secondary institu-
tion. Awards are granted both on 
the basis of merit and need.

To apply, students must complete 
the online application at bit.ly/

municipalschol26 by Friday, March 
27, 2026, at midnight.

For more information, visit somer-
villema.gov/scholarship or contact 
311 (617-666-3311).

Free Trees Available for Somerville Residents Through MyRWA Program

City-Funded Scholarships Available for Somerville Class of 2026

SOMERVILLE – Dream-
ing of warmer days and 
a yard in full bloom? In 
preparation for spring, 
Somerville residents can 
apply for a free tree to 
be planted in their yard 
through the Mystic River 
Watershed Association’s 
(MyRWA) Tree Planting 
Program. All Somerville 
residents are invited to 
apply (for renters, with 
landlord permission). Sign 

up now through Friday, 
March 13.

How It Works
Interested residents should 
complete the online form 
at mysticriver.org/trees. 
Upon receipt, a Somerville 
Resident Tree Ambassador 
will reach out to sched-
ule an onsite meeting to 
determine tree placement 
and size. Residents are 
then able to select from a 

list of native tree species. 
MyRWA provides the tree, 
works with local partners 
to help coordinate plant-
ing, and offers guidance 
to help it grow strong and 
healthy.

Why Plant a Tree?
Planting a tree is one of 
the simplest ways to make 
a lasting impact on your 
block while expanding 
Somerville’s tree canopy. 

Trees help clean the air, 
provide shade and cooling, 
enhance property value, 
support local wildlife and 
pollinators, filter rainwater, 
and much more.

To learn more and sign up, 
visit mysticriver.org/trees.
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527



	  The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	                                                 Tuesday March 10th, 2026                              19

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.Ap-
plyToJob.com

By Bob Katzen

House 25-130, rejected an 
amendment that would re-
quire all state agencies and 
authorities implementing 
energy or climate-related 
regulations to complete a 
formal affordability and 
competitiveness assess-
ment before those actions 
take effect.

Agencies would be pro-
hibited from advancing 
regulations tied to green-
house gas limits or clean 
energy goals unless they 
determine the action will 

not impose unreason-
able adverse impacts on 
residential ratepayers, 
including low-and fixed-
income households, or on 
the operating costs and 
competitiveness of Massa-
chusetts businesses.

The amendment mandates 
that the assessment must 
identify projected cost 
impacts across ratepayer 
classes, evaluate cumula-
tive impacts, consult with 
ratepayers and business 
organizations and be made 
publicly available at least 
30 days prior to imple-

mentation. If unreason-
able impacts are identified, 
agencies must modify the 
proposal or adopt mitiga-
tion measures, and failure 
to comply would be sub-
ject to judicial review.

“If the goal of this legisla-
tion is affordability, then 
there must be a real back-
stop to protect ratepayers,” 
said amendment sponsor 
Rep. Ken Sweezey (R-Han-
son). “The amendment 
ensures that new climate 
or energy mandates can-
not move forward without 
a transparent review of 

their impact on household 
energy costs and business 
competitiveness. It guar-
antees that affordability is 
measured and enforced, 
not simply promised.”

Rep. Mike Kushmerek (D-
Fitchburg) opposed the 
amendment and said that 
a nearly identical amend-
ment was put forward 
in an earlier version of 
this bill, and during that 
process, the feedback he 
received was that while it 
was well intentioned, the 
amendment would ef-
fectively grind the state’s 

clean energy industry to a 
halt. He noted that liti-
gious parties would seek 
to exploit this provision 
to tie up the clean energy 
industry and programs in 
legal battles.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment. A “No” vote 
is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No 
Rep. Mike Connolly No 
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven No

AFFORDABILITY AND COMPETITIVENESS (H 5151)
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Community members 
invited to submit nomi-
nations; Recipients to 
be announced monthly

SOMERVILLE—As 
Cher almost said: “Can 
I hear a little com-
motion for the staff?” 
Mayor Jake Wilson is 

introducing the Somer-
ville Service Award, a 
monthly spotlight to 
recognize the excep-
tional work of City staff 
who keep Somerville 
running. Whether it 
was getting a problem 
solved, listening and 
acting on your feed-
back, connecting you to 
a service, launching a 
whole new initiative, or 
just a helpful conversa-
tion over pizza at your 
ward’s Slice of the City, 
community members 
are invited to nominate 
City staff that you feel 

deserve recognition.

How it Works
Nominate staff through 
the online form at 
somervillema.gov/
serviceaward. Com-
munity members will 
be asked to provide the 
name and department 
of the staffer and a brief 
description of why you 
feel they deserve the 
award. Submissions 
will be reviewed each 
month, and recipients 
will be announced via 
the City’s social media 
channels. City staff are 

also able to nominate 
colleagues.

To celebrate the launch, 
the Mayor’s Office has 
presented awards to 
Director of Economic 
Development, Rachel 
Nadkarni, and Deputy 
Director Dana Whi-
teside for their critical 
work in bringing the 
global headquarters for 
organ transplant tech-
nology giant TransMed-
ics Inc. to Somerville. 
The move will bring 
an estimated $75 mil-
lion in new tax revenue 

over 10 years, 900 jobs 
to the area — including 
600 new positions by 
2032 — and significant 
community investments 
in education and public 
safety. Read more about 
the TransMedics move 
in our news feed at 
somervillema.gov/news 
(look for the announce-
ment from January 13).

For more about the 
Somerville Service 
Award and to nominate 
City staff, visit somer-
villema.gov/mayor.

Somerville Service Award Launches to Recognize the Work of City Staff
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


