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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or
WE HAVE BEEN BUSY H&:{Hﬁx‘f}‘f Real Estate are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or
it give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,

representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award

Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation

Westwood
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

WAWWMASS GOV /CIVIL-SERVICE
14 '
Verani »

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments A 4
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police The SUHShlne Kids
Ofﬁcer: - .« - = . fm s mmm— e =
1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
, / i And Installations For Heat-

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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i su familia el 28 de enero de 2026,
a la edad de 42 anos.

Nacida y criada en Chiquimula,
Guatemala, era hija de los difun-
tos Rosalio Benjamin Mendez y
Maria Luisa Salazar. Llegé a los
Estados Unidos a los 14 afos

con su tia en busca de nuevas
oportunidades. Trabajadora
incansable, fundé y dirigi6 su
propia empresa de limpieza antes
de su enfermedad.

Obituary
Reyna Carmen Mendez-Salazar,
de Somerville, fallecié rodeada de

Especialmente dedicada a su fa-
milia, Reyna es la amada pareja de
Omar Meza Ramirez. y la querida

madre de Bryan Emmanuel Meza
Mendez, de Somerville. También
le sobreviven sus queridos herma-
nos, hermanas, demds familiares
y amigos.

Los servicios funerarios se
llevaran a cabo en la Funeraria
George L. Doherty, ubicada en
855 Broadway (Powder House
Sq.), Somerville, el viernes 30 de
enero, de 17:00 a 20:00, con un
servicio de oracién que comen-
zard a las 19:00. Familiares y
amigos estan invitados a asistir. El
sepelio sera privado.

Reyna Carmen Mendez-Salazar,
of Somerville, passed away sur-
rounded by her family on January
28, 2026, she was just 42.

Born and raised in Chiquimula,
Guatemala she was the daugh-

ter of the late Rosalio Benjamin
Mendez and Maria Luisa Salazar.
She came to the United States at
the age of 14 with her aunt for
new beginnings. A hard worker,
she went on own and manage her
own cleaning company before her
illness.

Especially devoted to her family,

Somerville/Medford Remembering Reyna Carmen Mendez-Salazar

Reyna is the beloved partner of
Omar Meza Ramirez and cher-
ished mother of Bryan Emmanuel
Meza Mendez of Somerville. She
is also survived by her loving
brothers, sisters and extended
family members and friends.

Funeral Services will be held in
the George L. Doherty Funeral
Home, 855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.) Somerville on Friday,
January 30th from 5:00PM to
8:00PM with a Prayer Service be-
ginning at 7:00PM. Relatives and
friends invited to attend. Inter-
ment will be private.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Joan Denise (White) Dwyer

Obituary

Joan Denise (White) Dwyer,

y formerly of Medford, passed away
i peacefully on January 28, 2026,

"l after a long illness. She was 89.

| Raised in Somervile, Joan is the
2 daughter of the late John and
i Christina (Cahill) White. Dear
sister to Paul White of Saugus.
Predeceased by her late husbands
Edward Dwyer, who died in 2010
and Herbert Voye, who died in
1986. Devoted and loving mother

to Thomas Voye and his partner Ju-
lie Bettencourt of Lakeville, Brenda
Reardon and her partner Bill Swan-
ton of Medford, and Maura Gaffey
and her husband James of Billerica.
Proud and loving “Grammie” to
Patrick, Brendan, Stephanie, the
late John (“Jay”) and great grand-
mother to Elaine Joan.

Joan was a graduate of Matignon
High School; and raised her family
in Medford where she resided for
50 years. Joan worked at Wausau

Insurance for many years. After
retiring, Joan loved spending time
with her grandchildren, having
dinner with her friends, working in
her garden and spending time with
her beloved dog Blarney.

Joan was a devout Catholic. Her
religious beliefs brought her joy
and strength. She was involved in
the St. Raphael parish and the St.
Joseph parish.

Visitation hours will be held at

George L. Doherty Funeral Home,
855 Broadway, Somerville on Tues-
day, February 3 from 9:30 to 10:30
AM followed by her funeral Mass
at St. Raphael Church, 512 High
Street, Medford at 11 AM. Services
will conclude with her burial at
Oak Grove Cemetery, Medford.

In lieu of flowers, donations
in Joan’s name can be made
to CitySprouts https://www.
citysprouts.org

Somerville/Medford Remembering Maria L. (Fabiano) Torra

on Tuesday, January 27th,
2026. She was 92 years old.
Born in San Sossio Baro-
nia, Avellino, Italy, she was
the cherished daughter of
the late Vito and Vincenza
(Marinella) Fabiano. Prior
to her retirement, Maria
worked as a seamstress in
the clothing industry. She
enjoyed cooking, sewing,
knitting and working in
her garden.

Maria was the beloved
wife of the late Domenico
Torra, and the devoted
mother of Francesco

M. “Franco” Torra and

Maria L. (Fabiano) Torra
of Revere, formerly of
Somerville, passed away

his wife Josephine of
Medford, and Vincenza
DiFlumeri and her hus-
band Antonio of Revere.
She was the adored grand-
mother of Marianna Torra
of Wakefield, Francesco
M. Torra, Jr. and his wife
Michelle of Wakefield,
Palmina Panzini and her
husband Eric of Middle-
ton, Annamaria Trichilo
and her husband Joseph
of Lynnfield and Basilio
DiFlumeri and his wife
Emma of North Ando-
ver. Maria was the loving
great-grandmother to
Domenic, Anthony and

Mario Torra, Luca Pan-
zini, Vincenzo and Mila
Trichilo and Anthony and
Cara DiFlumeri. She was
the dear sister of Grazia
Bonavita of Medford,
Gerardo Fabiano of Pea-
body, Francesco Fabiano
of Somerville, and the
late Antonio, Luigi and
Giovanni Fabiano and
Caterina Natola. Maria
is also survived by many
nieces and nephews.

Visiting hours will be held
on Wednesday, February
4th in the Dello Russo
Funeral Home, 306 Main

St., Medford, from 4 to 8
PM, and again on Thurs-
day, February 5th at 8:45
AM, followed by a Mass
of Christian Burial cel-
ebrated in St. Anthony
of Padua Church, 250
Revere St., Revere, at 10
AM. Relatives and friends
are respectfully invited to
attend. Services will con-
clude with entombment
in Holy Cross Cemetery;,
Malden.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Lois A. (Johnstone) Burge

was 95 years old.

Raised in Somerville, Lois
and her beloved husband the
late B. George Burge settled
in Medford to raise their
family where she became

an active member of the
Medford community. For
many years she served on
the boards of the Medford
Catholic Woman’s Club, La-
dies Fortnightly and in many
different roles at St Raphaels
Parish.

Lois was an avid lover of the
sun whether it be summers

Obituary
Lois A. (Johnstone) Burge

— Of Medford, passed away
peacefully at home on Sat-
urday, January 31, 2026. She

down the Cape or vacation-
ing in Aruba with friends.
One of Lois’s favorite past

times was routing for her

beloved Red Sox win or lose.

Above all else, Lois cherished

time spent with her family.
Being surrounded by loved
ones brought her immense
joy and meant everything

to her. She also appreciated
the simple pleasures in life,
including savoring a good
Manbhattan, often enjoyed in
good company.

Devoted mother of Linda
Corrigan and her longtime
partner Robert Abruzese of
Medford, Nancy Dyment
and her husband Ronald

of Hampstead, NH and
Thomas Burge and his wife

Sheila of Marshfield. Cher-
ished grandmother of Kerry
Doherty and her husband
John, Kelly Corrigan, Jason
Dyment and his wife Aman-

da, Timothy Dyment and his

wife Allison, Elise Berrada
and her husband Steven
and Steven Burge. Loving
great-grandmother of JP,

Ryan, Chase, Jack, Grace and

George. She was the beloved
daughter of the late Angela
P. Johnstone. Also lovingly
survived by many loving
friends and extended family
members.

A funeral procession will
be held from the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home 855

Broadway (Powder House
Sq.) on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 4th at 9:00AM. Followed
by a funeral mass celebrated
in St. Raphael Church 512
High Street at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are
invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held
on Tuesday, February 3rd
from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude with
burial at Oak Grove Cem-
etery, Medford.
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JAPANSESE INTERNMENT CAMPS (S 2132)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 37-0, approved
and sent to the House a
proposal that would des-
ignate January 30 of each
year as Fred Korematsu
Day of Civil Liberties and
the Constitution in Mas-
sachusetts, in recognition
of the birthday of Fred
Korematsu and to educate
about and honor his life,
his perseverance, and his
determination to advocate
for the civil liberties of all
Americans.

Unfortunately, the Sen-
ate approved the bill on

January 29 and the bill
must be approved by the
House and signed by Gow.
Healey in order to take ef-
fect. Neither of those will
occur by January 30 so
the actual celebration on
January 30 will not take
place until 2027.

“During WW 11, Fred
Korematsu had the
courage to challenge the
federal government after
a military order forced
hundreds of thousands
of Americans of Japanese
descent into internment
camps, said sponsor
Sen. Jamie Eldridge

(D-Marlborough). “His
stand became a landmark
moment in the fight for
due process, confronting
racial prejudice and the
wrongful incarceration of
people based on their race
and ethnicity. Korematsu’s
resistance struck a lasting
blow against discrimina-
tion and reaffirmed the
principle that no Ameri-
can should be denied their
civil rights. I am grateful
to the incredible advocacy
by so many Asian Ameri-
can civig, political action
and coalition groups to
fight to create Fred Ko-
rematsu Day, and to the

Fred T. Korematsu Insti-
tute for its vision to use
Korematsu’s legal battle
as a tool to educate all
Americans about history,
the U.S. Constitution, and
the need to expand and
protect legal rights.”

“Fred Korematsu’s story
is one of strength and
perseverance in the face of
discrimination,” said Sen.
Joan Lovely (D-Salem).
“By marking Fred Kore-
matsu Day of Civil Liber-
ties and the Constitution
on January 30 each year,
we highlight the historical
struggle Asian Ameri-

can and Pacific Islander
communities face against
discrimination across this
country and across the
world. I was proud to join
my colleagues on the Sen-
ate Committee on Rules
in advancing this legisla-
tion to the floor to honor
a man whose conviction,
courage and resiliency
represent one of the most
profound struggles for
civil rights in American
history”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (H 4927)

By Bob Katzen

The Education Commit-
tee will hold a hearing on
February 10 from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. on a measure
that would allow students
with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD) to receive

applied behavior analysis
(ABA) services at their
school — even if the
services are administered
by outside providers.
Supporters said that cur-
rently school districts can
impose undue require-
ments for ABA providers

or deny access altogether.

“This proposal is needed
to protect the rights of
eligible students, and to
ensure that children with
ASD are able to receive
the care that they need,
said sponsor Rep. Jim

O’Day (D-West Boylston).
“At its core, this proposal
is about expanding access
to care, a mission that is
aligned with my broader
legislative agenda to help
those with intellectual
and developmental dis-
abilities. 'm confident

that [the bill] will allow
for individuals with ASD
to receive the services
that they are eligible for,
regardless of setting.”
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GREEN CAB

G Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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THIS WEEK’S QUOTABLE QUOTES ON BEACON HILL

By Bob Katzen

“For countless residents
across the commonwealth,
these programs offer ac-
cess to everyday items they
need, including food and
medical services. Through
the work of our fraud
examiners, we continue

to help ensure they oper-
ate with transparency,
accountability and equity.
Our team will continue to
work to ensure taxpayer
dollars are used effectively
and that resources are
available to those who
truly need and qualify for
them.”

—State Auditor Diana
DiZoglio on her Bureau
of Special Investigations’
fraud report for fiscal year
2025 which identified
$11.9 million in public
assistance fraud, includ-
ing more than $4.1 mil-
lion in the Supplemental

Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), and
more than $1.3 million in
in MassHealth, the state’s
Medicaid program that
provides health care for
low-income and disabled
persons.

“Massachusetts can-

not even keep Cape Cod
potato chips in Cape Cod.
When a company whose
entire identity is tied to
this state decides it no
longer makes economic
sense to operate here, that
should set off alarm bells
on Beacon Hill”

—Paul Craney, Executive
Director of the Massachu-
setts Fiscal Alliance, on
Cape Cod Potato Chips
parent company, Camp-
bell’s, announcing that it
will shut down the Hyan-
nis facility in April, elimi-
nating 49 jobs and moving
production to facilities

in other states including
North Carolina, Wiscon-
sin and Pennsylvania.

“In Massachusetts and
across the country, we
continue to see unlaw-

ful and unconstitutional
actions by ICE that are
meant to intimidate and
instill fear in our commu-
nities, including against
United States citizens

who are exercising their
constitutional rights. This
puts people at risk and in
harm’s way, and I find it
necessary in the interest of
public safety to take this
action today”

—Gov. Healey upon filing
legislation to keep ICE out
of courthouses, schools,
child care programs, hos-
pitals and churches; make
it unlawful for another
state to deploy its National
Guard in Massachusetts
without the governor’s

permission; and allow par-
ents to pre-arrange guard-
ianship for their children
in case they are detained
or deported.

“The solution is not to
double down on further-
ing the divide between the
state and federal govern-
ment as proposed by Gov.
Healey. Instead, our state
government should be
working in partnership
with federal authorities

to ensure that criminal
illegal aliens are identified
and apprehended off the
streets. These apprehen-
sions are best done in
spaces like courthouses.”
— Massachusetts Repub-
lican Party Chair Amy
Carnevale responding to
Healey.

“The Trump Administra-
tion’s willingness to use
the power of the federal

government to hurt and
even kill United States
citizens is shocking.
Massachusetts must be
prepared for the possibil-
ity that President Trump
unleashes his masked
agents on the people of the
commonwealth for having
the audacity to stand up to
him.

-Sen. Michael Moore
(D-Millbury), in a letter
sent to Gov. Healey and
Attorney General Andrea
Campbell, urging their of-
fices to prepare and enact
proactive measures that
will defend the rights of
Bay Staters in the event
the Trump Administration
decides to send a federal
operation to the common-
wealth.

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER
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Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VEFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin ‘I

CommanderYPWPCSI0E S gmail.com

Contact Us
.. 888-3PDWER4

(& www beaconenergy.net

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm

without installing panels at your business!

Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right

in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-

TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating
and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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REQUIRE DEFIBRILLATORS AT SPORTING EVENTS (H 4993)

By Bob Katzen

The House 154-1, approved legisla-
tion that would require an Automatic
External Defibrillator (AED) to be
present at all public stadiums, sports
centers, gymnasiums or other facili-
ties hosting or providing athletic or
sporting events. The measure does
not apply to a school-sponsored ath-
letic event at a school gymnasium.

The measure also would require the

presence of at least one employee

of the facility or a volunteer that

has completed a training course in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and
in the use of an AED; or a volunteer
that has completed a training course
in cardiopulmonary resuscitation
that meets the standards established
by the American Heart Association
or the American National Red Cross.

If no employee or volunteer is avail-
able, the venue operator, or their

designee would be required to make
best efforts to identify readily avail-
able volunteers, trained in the use of
an AED, present at the facility. The
request for volunteers may be made
through a public announcement.

Another provision requires that a
placard be installed at each public
entrance to the facility with a map
of the location of any AED at the
facility.

“With this bill, everyone has the
chance to be a lifesaver and not a by-
stander;” said sponsor Rep. Marjorie
Decker (D-Cambridge).

Rep. John Gaskey (R-Carver), the
only member to vote against the
bill, said he voted no “because it’s
more evidence of the state trying to
legislate safety” Gaskey continued,
“As stated, there are groups raising
money to provide AEDs. Instead of
mandating they be installed, forcing

future costs onto struggling com-
munities, we should be encouraging
their adoption and helping these
groups find more ways to make
AEDs available at sporting events.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No”
vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

ESTABLISH FUND TO HELP COMMUNITIES PAY FOR DEFIBRILLATORS (H 4993)

By Bob Katzen

The House 26-130, rejected an amendment
that would create a Massachusetts AED
Communities Fund to help cities and towns
pay for AEDs at public stadiums, sports cen-
ters, gymnasiums or other facilities hosting
or providing athletic or sporting events, and
also pay for any necessary equipment and
infrastructure to properly hold and charge
the devices.

Amendment supporters said that without
this amendment, the bill is an unfunded
state mandate forced on already financially
struggling cities and towns. They noted
that the total cost of acquiring an AEDs

and housing it outside at sporting events is
between $10,000 and $25,000 each.

“Automated External Defibrillators are es-
sential because they can be used to provide
immediate treatment to someone who has
suffered a heart attack and help to stabilize
them until first responders arrive,” said
House Minority Leader Rep. Brad Jones (R-
North Reading). “However, there are costs
associated with maintaining and storing
AED:s to ensure they are always fully charged
and ready to use. I supported the creation of
a Massachusetts AED Communities Fund as
a vehicle to help cities and towns offset the
costs associated with the purchase and up-
keep of these life-saving devices and related

infrastructure”

Rep. Paul Frost (R-Auburn), the sponsor of
the amendment, did not respond to repeated
requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call asking him
to comment on the passage of the proposal.

Reps. Marjorie Decker (D-Cambridge) and
Russell Holmes (D-Boston), the co-sponsors
of an earlier version of the legislation, and
supporters of this new version, did not
respond to repeated requests by Beacon Hill
Roll Call asking them to comment on the
amendment.

Amendment opponents said that amend-
ment supporters are using the term

“unfunded mandate” loosely, acting as if the
Legislature has never required cities and
towns to do something that will save lives.
They noted that existing fire codes and food
safety codes are “unfunded mandates” but
they are important enough for the state to
require communities to follow them.

They also noted there are several nonprofit
organizations, including the Preston Settles
Memorial Fund (PSMF), that are helping
and will continue to help cities and towns
pay for the AEDs. PSMF was founded in
memory of Preston Blair Settles, who passed
away at just 15 years old due to a sudden
cardiac arrest caused by hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy while playing basketball.

Sudden cardiac arrest is the leading cause of
death among young athletes, representing
nearly one-third of all athletic field deaths
in the US.

(A “Yes” vote is for creating the Massachu-
setts AED Communities Fund to help cities
and towns pay for AEDs. A “No” vote is
against creating it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No Rep. Mike Con-
nolly No Rep. Paul Donato No Rep. Erika
Uyterhoeven No

Join the

Somerville Condominium Review Board Apply by February 18

SOMERVILLE - The City of
Somerville is seeking two new
members to join the Somerville
Condominium Review Board
(CRB). Vacancies consist of one full
member and one alternate member.

What is the Condominium Review
Board?

The CRB is responsible for
administering the City’s Condo-
minium Conversion Ordinance.
The ordinance governs the process

for property owners who intend to
convert existing rental units into
condominiums for sale, or who
wish to make substantial updates
to existing rental units. The CRB
consists of five full members and
one alternate member, who serves
as needed.

Who Can Join?

Somerville tenants are eligible for
the full member vacancy. Somer-
ville homeowners and tenants are
welcome to apply for the alternate
member vacancy.

What is the Time Commitment?
The CRB typically meets on the
fourth Monday of each month

at 6 p.m. In addition to monthly
meetings, members are expected to
review meeting materials ahead of
time, for an average time commit-
ment of 5 to 7 hours per month.
CRB members serve three-year
terms.

What is the Appointment Process?
All members are appointed by the
Mayor and approved by the Somer-

ville City Council. Appointments
include a monthly stipend of $300.

How Do I Apply?

Applications are due by Wednesday,
February 18, and must include a
resume and cover letter.

Where to Apply:

Applications can be sent via email
or U.S. Mail to:

Email: condoboard@somervillema.
gov

Mail: Attn: Ben Wyner, CRB In-
terim Staff Liaison, City of Somer-

ville, 50 Evergreen Ave., 1st Floor,
Somerville, MA 02145

For questions or more information,
email condoboard@somervillema.
gov or contact Ben Wyner at 617-
625-6600 ext. 2578 or call 311 (617-
666-311 outside of Somerville).

Stay Connected:

Want to learn about roles open on
other commissions or more ways
to engage? Visit somervillema.gov/
BeSomerville.

OVERDOSE PREVENTION INSOMERVILLE

OVERDOSE
PREVENTION

Individuals and families across
Somerville have been impacted
by the opiate epidemic. To

help address this public health
challenge the Somerville Lions
would like to invite the public
to an Overdose Prevention
Training on February 3rd at
6:15 pm at 9 New Washington
Street.

At this training attendees will
learn how to identify the signs
of an overdose and will learn
how to administer narcan.
Please contact club VP Liam
Seward at 617-821-9529 if you
are interested in attending.

fNIGHTS OF THEBL/Y) Y

DISTRICT 33K

LIONS

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-B885

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00

“Fres chimney drone inspactions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining

Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Rapair | Rebuild,
\Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

HIC Regisiration
213093
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

I 04 I |
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI i

REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545 Matthew S. Bento
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- W natibentoeleCciayahoo.com

! Hatvor Pl emirviia  Fomit o s Scara The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Residential 4~ Commercial

Free

vl [ phers merakaal
] e ) el
oL e e =
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L all §oaliss |
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Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

RS T CETH R T

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

1 B el e il i P it D=l
| | &, =

kil I"llll-.lll N ||.-I:..-|- Fasiei S=ales |"|_"||I il Priiges Real EState LaW
Call i gl Byerbiry Jdin Barrellsod TH]. Jal 4t . ZOnlng
C.B.scoops ICE CREAM | Civil Litigation
Superior Air & MORE MEDFORD Criminal Defense

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 .
Personal Injury

Family Law

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

781-393-5959

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

‘ 424 BROADWAY

-4 p= SOMERVILLE, MA

“PARIS Nails2
Complete Nail Gare sfor Kadies & Gentlemen

:’éc?;;c ;\J’alf : g’g} zm“eh i Residential Fully Insured

el Nails I ite Commercial : Lic # 28182 Q m '

’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure = SEWER & DN

" # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor_____ . 1-800-436-5980

& - Office: 781-396-4192  Direct: 781-858-8314
45 gg[ @mﬂﬂmf&& Covailable 617-623-6459 Fax: 781-396-1084

¥ 2364 Mystic Avenue TR @ Mon-Sat ’

rville, MA 02145 9:30am-7:30pm @ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net  B88
e www.snakeitaway.net =
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Sho
Out dosage continued from page 288 © 1414

a4 2= Green Cah & Yellow Cah of Somerville
[ (o O

‘ /
Medford, MASS 02155

of Somerville News Weekl
Newstalk Shoutout/Speaku S
Loud :

617-625-5000

ALL ARTICLES ON THE
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEK
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGH

PROTECTED

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS
OWNERS DON'T GET BAILOUTS,
UNEMPLOYMENT OR SICH LEAVE
AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
g 49.2% OF PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT

Security|yiyg M. | N THE US. PLEASE DO ONE
Shifs 1y Modford Area Gontact THING EVERY DAY TO SUPPORT A

Number 781-953 8358
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RN,
AN “%“%% 2100

18\

k f“-,;' . :.l’ “'fi i H 2
TANe) L2 IR
Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The
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HELP WANTED: SECURITY

Green Cab and Yslluvyy Cib ol Somerville
Download our free Mobile App and
f-@ order a taxi from your smartphone today!
t;l?”‘ = request a reguisted, loensed taxd right from your 0Wa phons
oo il . . r taxi is dispatched and drives to your localion

aich as youl
= convenient book now of Baok later reservations
Sevving Semexvitle and suvvounding towns ...

Nl »‘ - W ' 4
22 , [ v e
8 ‘ﬁ'ﬁ% g & PAINTIN(:}.-I-M .A;XHSSNRY
y CARPENTRY
s oA Y
. W

WW.EYCPAINTINGCONSTRUCTION.COM

PREMTERE |

‘ A I

r ) ——————————— ——————————————————————————————————————— N | T 5
— gt P Celaeter *
i s eats W Soes+ Wb f
@Premiere on Broadway i
feod @ 8N



10 Tuesday February 3rd, 2026

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from

Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to

perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE

617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha

617-2B5-0522

. The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly
INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE(781)658 0240

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staft

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

> ——
#1004 1

IE'I N

Policy GLSISCTCOOGRISA2S
T Oar ‘.*.’:.I:r::tr.

Customer Beviaws
e

By William Tauro

We are looking for resi-
dents interested to

being part of a class action
lawsuit to help Somerville
home owners, property
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice
they deserve after being
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously
high water bills caused by
faulty water meters and

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com

or

Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any

contact information in the
comments area)

Please include your full
name that the bill is in,
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and
we will contact you.

Please feel free to message
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any
inquiries about joining the
list of potential plaintiffs
in this class action lawsuit.

Fraudulent Readings Submitted by
Somerville Officials

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford

“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com

www.medfordnewsweekly.com

25 Cents
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Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

Medford VEW #1012
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21,
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty
Lombardo will be the DJ
so don’t miss it!

LITERACY EDUCATION STANDARDS (S 2924)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 38-0, approved a bill that
would require Massachusetts
school districts to select kinder-
garten through 3rd grade reading
curricula that meet guidelines set
by the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE)
based upon evidence-based literacy
instruction and featuring phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension
and phonemic awareness. School
districts would have until the start of
the 2027-2028 school year to adopt
a K-3 literacy curriculum that meets
the new framework, or to secure ap-
proval from DESE for a waiver.

The House has already approved
its own version of the measure and
the Senate version now goes to the
House for consideration. A House-
Senate conference committee will
likely hammer out a compromise

version of the legislation.

Supporters said that schools would
have three DESE-approved options
to implement the new curriculum
requirement: utilize a complete cur-
riculum that is made available for
free by DESE; use a curriculum from
a list that meets evidence-based cri-
teria; or receive a waiver authorizing
the use of another curriculum that
meets the same standards but had
not been previously reviewed and
approved by DESE.

They noted that the bill makes

sure parents and schools engage

in constructive communication
about student progress. They said it
requires twice-yearly assessments to
gauge every young learner’s reading
progress and to screen for dyslexia
and requires schools to contact a
parent or guardian within 30 days
if a student has fallen significantly

behind and propose a response if
that is the case.

“Today is a monumental moment for
children across our state because we
are passing my bill through the Sen-
ate to ensure all our students learn
essential literacy skills,” said sponsor
Sen. Sal DiDomenico (D-Everett).
“We can all agree that teaching our
kids to read and write is one of the
most important skills we can instill
in them, but far too many children
in our schools are not meeting basic
literacy benchmarks. Working with
our teachers and administrators, this
legislation will institute evidence-
based curriculum to ensure all our
students’ success in early literacy and
give them the bright futures they
deserve”

“It is unacceptable that less than half
of young students in Massachusetts
are proficient in reading at their

grade level,” said Sen. Jason Lewis
(D-Winchester), Senate Chair of
the Committee on Education. “This
important legislation ensures that
educators use evidence-based early
literacy curricula that are backed
by science while leaving schools the
option to decide what curriculum is
best for their students and teach-
ers. Strengthening student literacy
through evidence-based instruction
is a bipartisan issue with decades

of scientific research backing it up.
With the passage of this bill, the
Massachusetts Senate continues its
commitment to providing a high-
quality education for all students
across the commonwealth”

Although no senators voted against
the bill, it was not without its crit-
ics. “Curriculum mandates are an
oversimplified response to a complex
problem,” Massachusetts Teachers
President Max Page said. “There is

no proof that such mandates yield
sustained success in any of the states
that have passed so-called literacy
laws. Massachusetts has always been
aleader in education, and we should
not follow misguided national
trends. Having more trained reading
specialists in public schools, ad-
equate funds for school libraries and
trained library staff, and high-quality
professional development for educa-
tors who are given the autonomy to
engage in best practices — these are
the keys to success, not scripted cur-
riculum packages”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL
(781) 589-4115

519 ON BROADWAY

= LUXURY
EDUTLDIJE

WINTER
Maowve-in
Special

iy Crwies Fuwrse

e bl

MUMSIREL

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

|

& SEALCO
781-646-

DENTPLANT

Dental implants | Orthodontics | Perlodentics
Sedation Dentistry | Cosmelics

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin
Periodontics, Dental Implants and IV Sedation

617-591-9888
281 Broadway - Somenville, MA 02145

ATING
1777

BENIAM
HOME IMPROVEMENT

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

DUMPSTER RENTALS

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

< CARPENTRY WORK

~ COMMERCIAL PAINTING +GUTTERS @
+POWER WASHING < ROGFING

+INTERIOR PAINTING +HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

< EXTERIOR PAINTING < HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+KITCHEN REMODELING +GENERAL CONTRACTOR

+BATHROOM REMODELING  NEW CONSTRUCTION f

1-617-970-9063

Benjaminhomeimprovementma.cont 4

CSL LICENSE NOQ, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO. 125833

508-872-2624

100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702
drbrendan@dentplant.com

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap «Pipe Wrap * Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
. Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing U of New England
Sence 1955

MILLENNIUM

MILLENNIUM BEST OF
2017

= We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
« We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 « 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5955
www.powersweeping.com » dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

www.rhinoroofingandmasonry.com

N BB TN
_ K

(REE ESTIATE : e
RHIND ROOFING [ - 4 _ = Ehn

& MASONRY

Our Website

RHINO ROOFING =
i MASONRY

o 833139 T=5992
2024@amail.co
aoo 5'9 |249 Gﬁuﬂmm Reviews
bridge A 02138 - ERENT .

Call for FREE Project Evaluation Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, =~ Replacement (857)397-5992 also $50 special on gutter cleaning”
Speak to Our Staff Foundation Repair, Chimney 1(800)519-1249
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, Full remodel interior work carried ~ Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS- LICENSE #213124
New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, out! CTC006815824
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, = Carpentry, Window Repairs / RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY  “Free chimney drone inspections

) . @
¢ -BH
| . H kbl 0 BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
leetieriees
i : '_ o e Readry

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Hof s e P e s

Verani Realty

OVERDOSE WARNING from SPD

Monday, Jan. 19, 2026: available at Somerville
SPD is investigating 5 Public Libraries (somer- =
overdoses that occurred villepubliclibrary.org)

over the weekend, with 3~ and also from 24/7 health
being fatal. This spike in vending machines located OVE RDOS E
overdoses could indicate outside the West Branch

the presence of a “bad Library (40 College Ave) -
batch” being distributed and Project Soup (165 WARN I N G

locally. Broadway).

Please remember to take -Find local recovery Spike in local overdoses r
precautions: services and supports by indicate increased risk
-Call 911 immediately if ~ visiting Somerville Hub at ¥
you suspect an overdose.  somervillehub.org (search FTITTTTTITITTIT ISy
—Access free fentanyl on Recovery).

test strip kits and Narcan

Safety Alert!
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On Tuesday, February

3, at approximately 6:25
p.m., the Somerville Fire
Department was alerted to
a fire in the Salt & Stone
restaurant located at 463
Assembly Row. The res-
taurant is on the first floor
of a six-story building
with apartments above.

Firefighters — arriving

Tuesday February 3rd, 2026

Fire at Assembly Row Somerville

Iy

u |I| |I|I[||lm 'i!' I_,,"..-'--J.i

| !I _:-il

*

quickly from the months-
old Assembly Square Fire
Station located about a
half-mile away - found
heavy smoke coming from
the roof of the building as
well as from inside the res-
taurant. It was determined
that a fire originating in
the flue pipe above a gas-
fired oven was spreading
up into the ceiling area.

8 N\
|

The flue pipe extends

the entire height of the
building and through the
roof. An aerial ladder was
raised to the roof and hose
lines were advanced into
the restaurant, connected
to the building’s internal
standpipe system, and
advanced onto the roof.
Firefighters had to cut
open a portion of the flue

pipe and open numerous
access panels to put out
the fire and ensure it was
tully extinguished.

One firefighter suffered a
minor injury, and two em-
ployees of the restaurant
were treated at the scene
for smoke inhalation but
declined transport to a
hospital. The restaurant

sustained significant fire,
smoke, and water dam-
age. Smoke entered the
occupied apartment units
above, but there was no
fire damage to the upper
floors and no residents
were displaced.

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

Manage Your Entire i% Green Cab & Yellow Cab
GREEN CAB Taxi Experience
Through Our Mobile
App! 617-625-5000

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept Due to overwhelming

ALL Major Credit Cards Inside response, WelVGISKEIEE
our $10 discount on

Our Taxis. 4
L rt rides.
Or Place Your Card on File in Our R L * - -
App! Elat Rate Reques

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! K

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford MIl‘LIE I HE B RAVE

News Weekly Speakup Line, ~ Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by \frght

i F ~ Showing that love is the loudest form of bravery -

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we've met a few
times before, I'm a firefighter in Somer-

ville. T just came out with a children’s
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life,
first responder therapy, dog and rescue
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge
following. Any shout out about the book
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available
currently on Amazon and hopefully in
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp ; w}_ﬁhn . 1"“1.““;‘_’!

Danielle 0’Hearn

L oY [ =
HI my name is Joe LoRusso a North WA, i . N A
Reading Resident and Ted Williams Camp | Lﬂu& N
Alum, Volunteer for the Jimmy Fund, and | . E'&-' SW‘-‘
raising money for the Jimmy Fund, and #‘._‘
have been for many years to help strike
out cancer in Children & Adults.

The event I'm running is a expected to
draw a lot of people, a great evening of
laughs, great food and giving away great
door prizes; so get your tickets early, by
scanning the QR Code on flier or on
Eventbrite website, they are going quick.
Thank you all in advance for your sup-
port.

- 41 s &

| ’f-:."....w,:.m:m THE JIMINEUND | -

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping

% Green Cah & Yellow Cah GET THE BERKSHIRE and More

(781)395-1200
617-625-5000 H‘%}E&%AY (800)793-3746

Due to overwhelming 3 J 0 h n B u CCE' I i

response, we've extende / ~— GREEN CAB Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

our $10 discount on s Sellers Save Thousands!

Logan airport rides. Call about our 2.5% Savings Program . -

ovg?'tlhrg?}i?(t)z?ag;‘a?a:i’-::lsoffo;;ufﬁgze. M I L L E N N I U M
buccellirealestate.com

368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144

WHEN

122073 7om-Spm
Tickets 525 soid at oot

WHERE —— J
L]
3;1 Summes 51 Semerille Ma 07134 '

0L PROGEEDS T BENEFT THE GEOREE
DILBGT VPN PEST 529
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Updated Designs for Somervilles ArtFarm Park at Feb. 9 Meeting

Park in Brickbottom neighborhood
will merge recreation, public art, and
agriculture above massive flood-control
infrastructure

SOMERVILLE— A decade in the making,
plans for Somerville’s unique ArtFarm
park are taking shape. At a public meeting
on February 9, City staff will present the
latest community-driven designs that

aim to transform the city’s former waste
transfer site into a creative hub where
gardens, public art, and recreational space
bloom above a massive underground
flood-control system.

Community members are invited to come
learn about the project’s history, design
development, and key park features — as
well as upcoming timelines. Participants
can attend either in person or online.

While a new park for Somerville, there’s
history here. Designs for ArtFarm were
first drawn up in 2014. The idea arose after
the demolition of the Waste Transfer Sta-
tion at 10 Poplar Street left a blank slate.
But the City also needed critical storm-
water control. So, this being Somerville, a
creative plan to do both was hatched.

The park plans were modified to first
accommodate the Poplar Street Pump
Station (voice.somervillema.gov/poplar-
pump) and a 4-million-gallon under-
ground stormwater storage tank under
construction since 2023. This two-for-one
approach aims to deliver the park atop

the critical new infrastructure that will
mitigate flooding in the city’s eastern half
(including the Ward 2 and 3 areas) as
climate change brings more precipitation.

For the surface, residents worked with
the Somerville Arts Council and the
Public Space and Urban Forestry team to
envision a common space that “grows”
Somerville’s vibrant arts scene, provides
opportunities for recreation, and supports
community agriculture.

ArtFarm has since become a key part

of the Brickbottom Neighborhood Plan
(voice.somervillema.gov/brick) adopted in
2024, calling for the district to be defined

by art and creativity. All are invited to
learn about the project and what comes
next at the upcoming meeting.

Meeting Information:

Date: Monday, February 9, 2026
Location: Triangle Coffee Bar (100
Chestnut St.)

Join via Zoom: bit.ly/4sWOnf8

For more information and to stay up to
date with this project, visit voice.somervil-
lema.gov/poplar-artfarm.

MENOPAUSE EDUCATION AND AWARENESS (H 4838)

By Bob Katzen

The Public Health Committee held a hearing
on legislation that would establish a special
legislative commission on perimenopause
and menopause care.

Provisions include directing the Department
of Public Health to develop a multi-lingual
educational public health awareness cam-
paign on perimenopause and menopause;
requiring select health care providers to

take a continuing medical education course
focused on the diagnosis, treatment and

care of patients with perimenopause and
menopause; and adding reproductive health,
including perimenopause, menopause or
related conditions from the list of legally
protected characteristics that employers
cannot discriminate against and for which
they must provide reasonable workplace
accommodations.

“When medical schools devote just one to
six hours on menopause, despite the fact that
women spend nearly a third of their lives
navigating it, it’s clear why this bill is neces-
sary, said sponsor Rep. Marjorie Decker

(D-Cambridge). “There are currently no con-
sistent standards for access to care, leaving
too many doctors and patients uninformed
and unprepared to address perimenopause
and menopause. Women deserve care that
treats the symptoms of menopause, not an
expectation that they simply endure them.”

ORGAN TRANSPLANT VEHICLES (H
4796) — Another proposal before the Public
Health Committee would designate organ
transplant vehicles as emergency vehicles
when they are transporting human organs or
medical personnel for the purpose of organ

recovery or transplantation. Being designated
as an emergency vehicle would enable organ
transplant vehicles to exceed the applicable
speed limit and to drive through intersec-
tions contrary to posted traffic signs or
signals.

“The reason why I filed the bill is because
one of my constituents who is a firefighter
but also a driver for an organ transport
company, asked me to do so on his behalf;
said sponsor Rep. Paul Donato (D-Medford).
“The purpose of the bill is ... that if they are
transporting an organ from Logan Airport

to Mass General Brigham or from Mass
General Brigham to a hospital in Worcester,
sometimes getting stuck in traffic on Storrow
Drive or on the Turnpike can have a detri-
mental effect on the organ”

$8.4 MILLION TO PREVENT AND REDUCE YOUTH VIOLENCE

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey marked the
20th anniversary of the
Sen. Charles E. Shannon Jr.
Community Safety Initia-
tive (Shannon CSI) by
announcing grant awards
of $8.4 million to support
evidence-based efforts that
prevent and reduce youth

and gang violence in com-
munities across Massachu-
setts.

With this year’s awards, the
state has invested nearly
$176.2 million through
Shannon CSI, which sup-
porters say serves as a
national model for violence
prevention. The program

was created in memory of
the late Sen. Charles Shan-
non who represented the
2nd Middlesex District at
the time of his death on
April 5, 2005.

“Our communities are
stronger and safer as a result
of these investments and the
partnerships built through

this program,” said Gov.
Healey. “By carrying for-
ward Sen. Shannon’s legacy,
we are strengthening com-
munities, expanding oppor-
tunity for young people and
showing what is possible
when Massachusetts leads
with evidence and purpose.”

Supporters said that cities

with Shannon CSI program
sites experienced reductions
in crimes committed by
youth ages 10 to 24, includ-
ing a 24 percent drop in
aggravated assaults and a 52
percent decrease in robber-
ies between 2020 and 2024.

COCO FLOW STYLE

BARBER SHOP
SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

: :._-.-..1. .-IFFEW
5 =

S
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Applications Now Open for Three Income-Restricted Rental Units at Two Properties

SOMERVILLE - Applications
for three income-restricted
rental units in Somerville are
now open. Maloney Properties
in partnership with the City
of Somerville has three studio
income-restricted apartments

avallable across two properties:
The Guild (154 Broadway) in
East Somerville and Prospect
Union Square (50 Prospect
Street). Apply now through
Friday, February 6.

As is standard, units were first
offered via Somerville’s Con-
solidated Rental Waitlist before
being opened to all eligible
applicants making at or below
110% of Area Median Income
(AMI). All income-eligible
households as well as mo-

bile voucher holders are now
welcome to apply. This is a first-
come, first-served opportunity.
Apply for these units online at:
bit.ly/4rdwiM;j.

Being on the Consolidated
Rental Waitlist can make it
easier to apply for housing
opportunities. To learn more
and for future opportunities to

join it, visit somervillema.gov/
consolidated-rental-waitlist.

More information on house-
hold income limits is below:

2025 Income Limits for 110%
AMI units

1 Person

2 People

Minimum

$92,651

$105,851

Maximum

$127,358

$145,552

Application assistance is avail-
able during the Inclusionary

Housing Programs virtual of-
fice hours every Thursday from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. via Zoom: bit.
ly/3LJiN3w.

Multilingual resources and ap-
plication support will be avail-
able throughout the application
period.

To learn more about Somer-
ville’s inclusionary housing

and other opportunities, visit
somervillema.gov/inclusionary.
To sign up for updates, click the
green box labeled “Affordable
Housing Alerts: Sign Up Now.”

DOMESTIC WORKERS RIGHTS DAY (H 3417)

By Bob Katzen

The House 156-0, approved

a bill that would annually
establish June 16 as Domestic
Workers” Rights Day to honor
all domestic workers who work
in private homes and in recog-
nition of Massachusetts’ historic

enactment of basic labor stan-
dards in the Domestic Workers’
Bill of Rights.

“Domestic workers are more
likely to experience wage theft,
outright exploitation and unsafe
working conditions precisely
because their labor happens out

of public view and outside tradi-
tional workplace structures and
this bill was filed in an effort

to bring visibility to this vital
industry;” said sponsor Rep.
Priscila Sousa (D-Framingham).
“Providing visibility — inten-
tionally and publicly — is not
just symbolic. Awareness is

safety. Awareness is survival.
When domestic workers are
counted, acknowledged and
celebrated, we make it easier
for them to know their rights,
to assert those rights and to
seek help when their rights are
violated”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep.
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even Yes

Mount Vernon Restaurant

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING

& HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR CONDIT!ONING & REFR\GERAT\O\\
e ANDOVER
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Somerville Finalizes New Contract with SMEA Unit D Retroactive raises and
benefit updates support a strong City workforce

SOMERVILLE - Somerville has
signed a new union agreement
that will raise pay and modern-
ize benefits for Unit D employees
— from ISD and Parking staff

to social workers, specialized
Police Department clerical staff,
and DPW custodial and facilities
supervisors — who keep Somer-
ville’s day-to-day services running.
The newly signed Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) covers Fiscal
Years 2023 through 2025.

3% retroactive cost-of-living ad-
justments for both FY23 and FY24
One additional week of vacation
Transition to a vacation accrual
system, improving consistency and
flexibility

Increases to the longevity bonus
Eligibility for the City’s new paid
FMLA benefit

“When City Hall runs well, the
whole local economy is stronger;’
said Mayor Wilson. “That starts
with the basics: strong services, a
stable workforce, and fair union
contracts that help us recruit and
retain the people who keep this city
moving. I'm grateful to Unit D and
our team for the good-faith work
that brought us to signing today”

As part of the market adjustment,
starting rates for FY25 will increase
by an average of 13%, while exist-
ing employee rates will increase by
an average of 14%.

The MOA will now be submitted
to the Somerville City Council for
funding approval.

View photos of the contract signing

with Mayor Wilson and SMEA

Unit D here.

Key provisions include:

GOVERNOR PROPOSES $62.8 BILLION FISCAL 2027 STATE BUDGET (H 2)

lion in Fair Share surtax
spending. Along with

By Bob Katzen propose any new taxes

or fees and represents

eventually craft a compro-

In April, the House will mise plan that will be pre-

Gov. Maura Healey filed
a $62.8 billion fiscal 2027
state budget for the fiscal
year 2027 that begins on
July 1.

Healey’s office says that
the budget does not

only a 1.1 percent growth
over estimated fiscal year
2026 spending, the lowest
spending rate since taking
office and well under the
rate of inflation.

This includes $2.7 bil-

her budget proposal,

Gov. Healey also filed a
Fair Share supplemental
budget bill to spend $1.15
billion in surplus fiscal
2025 surtax revenue on
education and transporta-
tion initiatives.

unveil and eventually ap-
prove its own version of

a fiscal 2027 state budget.
The Senate, likely in May,
will follow suit and craft
and approve its own ver-
sion. Then a House-Senate
conference committee will

sented to the House and
Senate for consideration,
and when approved, will
be sent to the governor.

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CGAR REPAIR
ETATE NSPECTION STICKERS
ABE 5. MANSOUR
ELIAS . MANSOUR

258 BROADWAY

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
2 BASEMENT REPAIRS sius

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

75 Somerset Rd., Eruul:lme, MA 02445
www.besthostonroofingandmasonrycorp.com
masonrybesthoston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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The Somerville Police Department is

We're looking for dedicated,
motivated individuals ready to
serve one of the most diverse
and dynamic communities in
the Northeast.

If youre MPTC-trained and
looking for a department that
values teamwork, community
engagement, career growth, and
competitive benefits — this is
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.Ap-
plyToJob.com

SOMERWVILLE
POLICE
DEPARTMENT

SPD IS NOW
TAKING
DIRECT HIRES!!
S81.000-
S121.000

ENSET DM EDUICAET IO A
FERRES OF EFRARCE

MUST BE MPTC
ACADEMY
TRAINE

A e

i

O CURE AT

WE ARE LDOKING FOR THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PROFESSIONALS AND FUTURE LEADERS T MOVE DUR
DEPARTMENT AND CITY FORWARD

WHY SOMERVILLE POLICE?

PATROL DETECTIVE. FAMILT SERWCES TRARTIC COMMUMITE ACTION TEAM

TRCTHCAL TEAM HOUNTAM ENE LUNITS
COEPETITIVE PES AND BEWEFTT PACKAGE

HELLP SUPPORT WVER B0 D00 RESIDENTS IV OME OF THE MIIST DENSELY

PDOPELATED CITIES M THE RORTHERST!

BENEFITS-

_F_l:l.l.'.l_!T:l:HJ.I_ IMCENTRVES:

Now Accepting Direct Hires!

Y

FOE: BACHELORS. 500 FOR MASTER 5 DEGREE
P FOR WGHT S AND T EM ENIES

GEMERTILE [MERTIME OPPORTUMITIES
1 PR HOLIDIY'S

36 WIETKS WSCATION CEASFT DN VERES OF SERICED

APPLY AT- CITYOF SOMERVILLE APPLYTIOJ0E COM

REQUIRE APPRENTICESHIPS IN PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION (H 5032)

By Bob Katzen

The House 154-1, approved
and sent to the Senate a bill
that seeks to increase the state’s
trades’ workforce by requiring
the hiring of apprentices for all
contracts awarded for public
works projects over $10 million.
One year after the bill becomes
law, it would require projects
to hire apprentices to work 5
percent of the total amount of
hours worked, 10 percent in
three years and 15 percent in
four years.

Under the bill, public agencies
must require, as a condition of
awarding a construction con-

tract over $10 million for any
public works project, that all
construction managers, general
contractors and subcontractors
maintain or participate in an
apprentice program, approved
by the Division of Apprentice
Standards, for each apprentice-
able occupation represented in
their workforce.

“From the time I assumed the
role of Chair of Labor and
Workforce Development, I have
heard a consistent message:

‘We need clear, reliable path-
ways to good-paying jobs that
allow people to build careers,
raise families, own homes and
remain here in the common-

wealth,” said Rep. Paul McMur-
try (D-Dedham). “This bill does
exactly that by expanding access
to high-quality apprenticeship
programs that provide critical
on-the-job training and a direct
path into higher-paying careers.
And when the commonwealth
invests in major construction
projects, it will also be invest-
ing in a well-trained, resilient
and highly skilled workforce
prepared to meet the demands
of the future”

“Investing in the trades’ work-
force will bolster workforce
development, ensuring that the
commonwealth is able to meet
the growing demands for new

infrastructure projects,” said
House Speaker Ron Mariano
(D-Quincy). “Apprenticeships
can also lead to the creation of
more union jobs and help to
replace highly skilled work-
ers who are aging out of the
workforce”

“This bill was developed with
union representatives and is an
example of union representa-
tives not having the political
will to tell their members to
give apprentices more time

in order to gain experience
faster;” said Rep. John Gaskey
(R-Carver), the only member to
vote against the measure. “Vo-
cational school enrollment is at

an all-time high and demand

is increasing. Unions should be

writing this into their contracts.
The state should not be mandat-
ing labor force makeup.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A
“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep.
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even Yes

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com

617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

B TAM-9AM

— ) _"‘:@
~ (DINEINONLY)

o 9T

§

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
TEAM AWARD WINNER
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Join the Somerville Affordable Housing Trust Applications
Now Being Accepted for City Resident Representative

SOMERVILLE - The City of
Somerville is seeking one new
resident to join the Somerville
Affordable Housing Trust
(SAHT) in a volunteer role.
The current vacancy is for a
City Resident representative.
Applicants must be Somerville
residents who are income-
eligible for state and/or federal

housing programs. If you're
passionate about advancing
affordable housing in our com-
munity, this is a great opportu-
nity to make an impact.

What is the Somerville Afford-
able Housing Trust?

The SAHT is dedicated to
creating and preserving af-
fordable homes for renters and
prospective owners with low-
and moderate-income house-
holds in Somerville. Through
a public process, Trustees
evaluate project and program
proposals and approve funding
allocations to help increase the
supply of affordable housing in
our city.

Who can join?
Eligible applicants for the

current vacancy must be
Somerville residents who are
income-eligible for state and/or
federal housing programs. Ap-
plicants should have an interest
in affordable housing issues
and a commitment to advanc-
ing housing opportunities for
low- and moderate-income
households in Somerville.

What is the time commitment?
The Trust meets virtually on
the second Thursday of each
month at 5:15 p.m., with meet-
ings typically lasting approxi-
mately 1.5 hours. Additional
time for review of documents
and occasional special meet-
ings may be needed, for an
estimated total of 4 hours per
month.

What is the appointment
process?

Applications are reviewed and
candidates may be invited to
interview. The Mayor then
makes appointments, which
must be confirmed by the City
Council. New members are
onboarded and sworn in by the
City Clerk before beginning

service.

How do I apply?

Email: housingtrust@somervil-
lema.gov

Mail: Sheniqua Roper, City of
Somerville, OSPCD Housing
Division, 50 Evergreen Ave.,
Somerville, MA 02145

When is the application dead-
line?
Applications are due by Friday,

February 6, 2026. Please
submit a resume, cover letter,
and any relevant supplemental
materials.

Questions?

For questions or more infor-
mation, contact Housing Trust
at housingtrust@somervillema.
gov or call 617-591- 3200 ext.
2587.

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

10% off when you Century Masonry & Waterproofing

mention this ad! CENTURY Il “ I
Call 781-990-9105 Sty PR,

or email DESLLLLT LW | \WWATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT
centurymasonryma@ | st t o STOP LEAKS

gmail.com Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
www.centu YINasSUONnTry mda. Conim
781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com

[k lor Racke])

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Verani Realty
Residential

Single Family Multi - Family

51 Pettee St, Unit 47, Newton, MA

Wlster & Vow Stry Team
f 368 Highland Ave

Somerville, MA 02144
h

L | Jack.Lister@verani.com
4

Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com
Jack Lister

617-438-2460

Joanne Van Stry
781-507-1954

Condominium

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

e

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION Steve & Sons Home Repairs
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885 ] _ 617-628-6251

617-628-6251

steveandsunshnmurlpn_i cor

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Spaak to Ouwr Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining
Walls, Foundation Fepalr, Chimney Fepair / Flebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding., Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full ramodal intarior work carriad out!

RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRUCTION LLC

B57-228-6682

1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-00188793-00 2130893

*Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

7

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty

Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!

Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our
Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

ﬁ]ﬁ? MPSTE nEHTALs THHlJlIGH[II.IT msw ENGLAND:

= We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746

Fax: 781-395-5955
www.powersweeping.com ¢ dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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Bostonian Florist

————— . — B

Bostonian Florist,. @&

www.bostonianflorist.com
92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 -
(617) 629-9300

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE

@<lvhraz

\ o
SkyBraz

617 623 3957

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS -
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
EMTERTAINMENT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM

BERKSHIRE M | COMPANIES
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

Hﬂmeser‘v’ices We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!
Call about our 2.5% Savings Program }
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE : |
over the phone appraisal of your home. ™

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
= 411- Programs
BERAD] |p=

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 4o Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com

www.medfordnewsweekly.com 2 5 Cents




