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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 7 Continuded to page 17

Continued to page 7 Free Trees Available for 
Somerville Residents Through 

MyRWA Program
BILL RUSSELL 

AND BOB COUSY HIGHWAY

Why Businesses Are Leaving Massachusetts: Unpacking 
the Issues and Paths to Improvement
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or 
are thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or 
give us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Become A Medford Police Officer

In January 2025, the Civil Service introduced a new ‘Hybrid Hiring Model’ for departments 
under its purview. This model offers two distinct pathways to become an entry-level police 
officer:

1. Civil Service Exam Route: The first step in this pathway is taking the Massachusetts Civil 
Service Exam, which is now offered twice a year. Applications are NOW OPEN for the spring 
2026 police officer entrance exam. Deadline to apply is February 2, 2026.

2. Getbadged Route: Apply directly through GetBadged.com. Visit GetBadged.com, create an 
account, and select your preferred exam date. This is on-going.

For more details and the next steps in the new hiring process, please visit our website at med-
fordpolice.com/becomeapoliceofficer.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Frances “Fran” Deady

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the passing of 
Frances “Fran” Deady, who 
passed away on February 23, 
2026, at the age of 81.

Fran dedicated more than 
50 years of distinguished 
service to the City of Med-
ford Police Department. 
Throughout her remarkable 

career, she served in mul-
tiple roles, including Police 
Matron, Traffic Supervisor, 
Head Clerk, and in computer 
operations.

Fran’s decades of service re-
flect a deep dedication to the 
department and the Med-
ford community. She was an 
integral part of the organiza-
tion and helped shape the 

department through years of 
change and growth.

We extend our heartfelt 
condolences to her family, 
friends, and all who had 
the privilege of working 
alongside her. She will be 
remembered with gratitude 
and respect. May she rest in 
peace.

Obituary
Francis J. Rogers – Of 
Somerville, passed away on 
Sunday, February 22, 2026, 

after a brief illness. He was 
78 years old.

Born in Cambridge, Fran-
cis was a devoted husband, 
father, and friend whose 
life was centered around his 
family. He was a hardwork-
ing man who often held two 
or three jobs at a time to 
ensure his family was well 
cared for. He never once 
complained, as providing 
for those he loved was his 

greatest source of pride. See-
ing the smiles on their faces 
brought him immeasurable 
joy.

Francis was a simple man 
who found happiness in 
life’s quiet moments. He en-
joyed taking walks around 
the neighborhood, spending 
time at home, and relax-
ing beside his beloved wife. 
His steady presence, gentle 
nature, and unwavering 

dedication to his family will 
be deeply missed.

He was also a proud friend 
of Bill for 45 years, a testa-
ment to his strength, com-
mitment, and the meaning-
ful connections he made 
throughout his life.

Beloved husband of 46 years 
to Jean (Smith) Rogers. De-
voted father of Brian Rogers 
and his partner Michael 

Shea of Lynn, Kevin Rogers 
of Somerville, and Daniel 
Rivera of Somerville. Cher-
ished brother of Thomas 
Rogers and his late wife San-
dra of Medford, and Mary 
Alice Lyden of Somerville. 
He was the loving furdad 
to Sabrina. Also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews.

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Michael P. Moore

Michael P. Moore – Of 
Quincy, passed away on 
Tuesday, February 24, 2026. 
He was 78 years old.

Born in Boston, he was the 
beloved son of the late John 
W. and Leona (Hopkins) 
Moore.

Michael was a proud and de-
voted veteran of the United 
States Navy, serving honor-
ably and retiring as a mem-
ber of the military police. He 

carried himself with quiet 
strength, discipline, and 
integrity. These qualities that 
defined both his military 
career and his everyday life.

Michael was a simple man 
who found joy in life’s 
simplest pleasures, espe-
cially when shared with his 
beloved late wife, Sigrid, who 
was truly his world. Their 
bond was one of deep love 
and companionship. Follow-
ing her passing, he missed 

her dearly each and every 
day, holding her memory 
close to his heart.

Beloved husband of the late 
Sigrid (Frank) Moore. De-
voted brother of Diane Frye 
and her late husband Roger, 
the late Thomas Moore and 
his late wife Judy, and the 
late Timothy Moore and his 
late wife Heather. Cherished 
uncle of John Moore and 
his wife Diane, Kimberley 
Stephens and her husband 

Jeffery, Edmond Frye, and 
Jennifer Dennis and her 
husband Dale. Also survived 
by many loving great-nieces 
and nephews.

A graveside service will be 
held on February 27th at 
the Massachusetts National 
Cemetery, Coronary Ave 
Bourne at 10:45AM. Please 
meet directly at the gate.

Michael will be laid to rest 
with his beloved wife

Somerville/Medford Remembering Francis J. Rogers

Obituary

Mary Christina (Nardella) Mor-
rison, also known as Nene, was 
born on December 11, 1941, in 
Cambridge. She passed away 
peacefully at home at the age 
of 84 on Saturday, February 21, 
2026, exactly three years after 
the passing of her beloved son, 
Paul. She was the cherished 

daughter of the late Chris-
tina (Mammola) and Philip 
Nardella.

Mary had a vibrant spirit and a 
love for life that was evident in 
everything she did. She worked 
as a machine operator at TRW/
Carfaster Division for over 
37 years, earning the respect 
of her co-workers as one of 
the top operators through her 
dedication and skill. She loved 
being out and about, whether 
running errands, attending 
events, having lunch with fam-
ily and friends, or spending 
hours at her favorite store with 
her granddaughter, Little Mary. 
Mary cherished every oppor-
tunity to be part of the world 
around her.

A devoted Boston Bruins fan, 
Mary took great joy in cheering 
them on. She especially loved 
watching her grandchildren 

participate in sports, supporting 
them with pride and excitement 
at every game. She was the life 
of the party at family gatherings 
and never missed an event. She 
especially enjoyed summers at 
Apache Campground in Maine 
with family and friends. Mary 
loved being around people, 
and her heart was full of love. 
Her devotion to family and her 
generosity were constant, and 
she never expected anything in 
return but love and respect. In 
quieter moments, she enjoyed 
watching movies, particularly 
her all-time favorites, Virgin 
River and Chicago P.D., which 
she could watch repeatedly, 
always discovering something 
new or missed.

Above all, Mary’s greatest joy 
was her family. She treasured 
every moment spent with them, 
especially her beloved grand-
children and great-grandchil-

dren, and she also adored her 
grand pups, who brought her 
endless happiness.

Mary was the beloved wife of 
Ernest Ramon Morrison for 
64 years, who passed away 
in October 2025. She was a 
devoted mother to Patricia Ann 
Shaughnessy and her husband, 
John; Philip Anthony Morrison 
and his wife, Nadia; her foster 
daughter, Donna Marie Kenney, 
and her husband, John; and 
the late Paul Andrew Morrison 
and furdaughter, Lita. She was 
a cherished grandmother to 
John Ernest Shaughnessy, Paul 
Philip Shaughnessy and his wife 
Joy, Mary Katherine Shaugh-
nessy, Brad Andrew Morrison, 
Justin Paul Morrison, Christina 
Mary Morrison, Angela Ann 
Morrison, and Philip Anthony 
Morrison Jr. and his wife Krista. 
She was also blessed with 
great-grandchildren, Logan 

John Shaughnessy, Paisley Joy 
Shaughnessy, and Antonio 
Morrison.

Calling Hours will be held at 
the George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home, 855 Broadway (Powder 
House Square), Somerville, on 
Sunday, March 1, from 2:00 
PM to 5:00 PM. Relatives and 
friends are warmly invited to 
attend.

A funeral service will take place 
at the funeral home on Monday, 
March 2, at 11:00 AM.

Services will conclude with 
Mary being laid to rest with 
her beloved husband at St. Paul 
Cemetery, Arlington.

In lieu of flower’s memorials 
may be made in Mary’s name to 
Great Dog Rescue New England 
https://gdrne.com/donate/or to 
North Shore Animal Rescue

Somerville/Medford Remembering Mary Christina (Nardella) Morrison
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Somerville Police Department Retrieve military-grade AK-47 Assault Rifle
This afternoon, Somer-
ville Police investigators 
assisted our partners from 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) 
in recovering a military-
grade AK-47 assault rifle 
that had been hidden in 
the common area of a 
residential building in 
Somerville.

Two loaded magazines 
were also recovered. 
Special thanks to the DEA 
for their hard work and 
continued partnership in 
helping keep our commu-
nity safe.
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Residential Breaking & 
Entering

26006536: On 2/3/26 
at approximately 10:35 
AM, Somerville Police 
responded to an apart-
ment complex on Day St 
for a breaking and enter-
ing. Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the property 
manager who stated some-
one broke into the storage 
area in the basement and 
stole a package. Officers 
identified the suspect.
Assault

26006592: On 2/3/26 at 
approximately 4:40 PM, 
Somerville Police took a 
report from a male party 
regarding a past assault. 
He stated that while using 

the bathroom at the West 
Branch Library, he was 
punched in the face by 
another male.

Arrest

26006907: On 2/5/26 at 
approximately 7:30 AM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to a residence on 
Pearl St for a breaking and 
entering. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the 
victim who stated a male 
party was in her kitchen 
cooking food. Officers 
caught the suspect on 
scene and he was placed 
under arrest.

Arrest

26006727: On 2/4/26 at 

approximately 8:04 AM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to an apartment 
complex on Mystic Ave for 
a breaking and entering. 
Upon arrival, offices spoke 
with the reporting party 
who stated a male party 
broke into the building 
and ripped open multiple 
packages. Officers lo-
cated the male and he was 
placed under arrest.

Residential Breaking & 
Entering

26007862: On 2/9/26 at 
approximately 10:50 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to a residence on 
Caldwell Ave for a break-
ing and entering. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with 

the victim who stated she 
observed a male party in 
her living room. She got 
into a struggle with him 
and he fled out of the 
house.

Residential Breaking & 
Entering

26007779: On 2/9/26 at 
approximately 12:24 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to a residence on 
McGrath Hwy for a break-
ing and entering. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with 
the victim who stated she 
heard a knock at the door 
then heard footsteps by 
the back door. No indi-
vidual was observed.

Residential Breaking & 

Entering

26007192: On 2/6/26 at 
approximately 1:40 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to a residence on 
Bromfield Rd for a break-
ing and entering. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with 
the victim who stated his 
front door was kicked in. 
Nothing was reported 
missing.

Other Crimes:

3 Car Breaks
2 MV Thefts
2 Package Thefts
1 Vandalism
3 Bike Thefts
2 MV Vandalisms

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log February 3 to February 9, 2026
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

BILL RUSSELL AND BOB COUSY HIGHWAY (H 3727)
By Bob Katzen

The House, on a voice vote 
without a roll call, gave initial 
approval to Legislation that 
would name the portion of 
the Massachusetts Turnpike 
between Boston and Worces-
ter, “The Bill Russell and Bob 
Cousy Highway.”

“I believe we should pay hom-
age to celebrated Boston Celtics 
teammates and NBA champi-
ons, Bob Cousy and the late Bill 
Russell, who were not only ex-
ceptional athletes who brought 
many championships home to 

Boston, but who were also two 
great pillars of our community 
here in the commonwealth,” 
said sponsor Rep. David Linsky 
(D-Natick).

Linsky continued, “Bill Rus-
sell, as the first black coach in 
the NBA, was a frequent target 
of racially motivated harass-
ment and abuse. Even as he 
received death threats and hate 
crimes from his own fan base, 
he courageously continued to 
pioneer player activism. Russell 
marched alongside civil rights 
leaders such as Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Medgar Evans 

and continued to fight for civil 
rights his entire life. Bob Cousy 
was also much more than a 
basketball player. He played a 
tremendous role in organizing 
the first player’s union in the 
NBA which helped kickstart 
a new era of player empower-
ment in sports. Russell and 
Cousy both risked their careers 
and their lives to fight for what 
they believed in, and we should 
continue to honor them for 
their incredible work for our 
community.”

Why Businesses Are Leaving Massachusetts: Unpacking the Issues and Paths to Improvement

By William Tauro

Massachusetts, once a beacon 
for innovation and economic 
growth, has seen a troubling 
trend in 2025 and early 2026: 
businesses and residents 
relocating to more affordable 
states like Florida and New 
Hampshire. While the state’s 
economy remains robust in 
sectors like biotech and tech, 
factors such as skyrocket-
ing taxes, political corrup-
tion, excessive bureaucracy, 
incompetent leadership, an 
overreaching progressive 
agenda, generous benefits for 
undocumented immigrants, 
and overall mismanagement 
are cited as key drivers of 
this exodus. ￼ ￼   This short 

article explores these issues 
and suggests ways to reverse 
the tide.

The Crushing Weight of 
High Taxes and Bureaucracy

Massachusetts boasts one of 
the highest tax burdens in 
the nation, with combined 
state and local rates often 
exceeding 12% for businesses 
and high earners. The Cato 
Institute’s 2024 fiscal report 
(with implications carrying 
into 2026) gave Governor 
Maura Healey a “D” grade, 
highlighting how high taxes 
and regulations are fueling 
out-migration. ￼  Businesses 
face not only elevated corpo-
rate taxes but also burden-
some permitting processes 
that delay expansions and 
increase costs. This red tape, 
combined with high energy 
and living expenses, makes 
staying unviable for many.

Political Corruption, Incom-
petence, and Mismanage-
ment

Recent scandals have eroded 

trust in state leadership. In 
2025, indictments for fraud, 
bribery, and misuse of funds 
plagued officials, reinforcing 
perceptions of crooked and 
incompetent politicians. ￼  
Mismanagement is evident 
in ballooning budgets and 
deficits, with critics point-
ing to wasteful spending that 
prioritizes political favors 
over economic stability. 
Under Healey, the state has 
become the most expensive 
in America, with families 
and firms squeezed by rising 
costs. ￼

Progressive Agenda and 
Benefits for Undocumented 
Immigrants

The state’s progressive 
policies, including sanctuary 
status and expansive social 
programs, are blamed for 
exacerbating the issues. Bil-
lions in taxpayer dollars have 
funded free housing, food, 
and healthcare for illegal im-
migrants, straining resources 
and contributing to tax hikes. 
￼ ￼   This “giving away too 
much free stuff ” narrative 

fuels resentment, as it ties 
into a broader agenda of high 
spending on social welfare, 
which critics say deters busi-
ness investment by signal-
ing fiscal irresponsibility. ￼  
While intended to promote 
equity, these policies have 
led to over 5,000 employers 
shutting down and 12,000 
private-sector jobs lost in 
recent years. ￼

Despite these challenges, 
Massachusetts retains 
strengths: a skilled work-
force, strong industry 
clusters, and a high quality 
of life. A MassEcon survey 
found that 77% of businesses 
that expanded here would do 
so again, citing innovation 
and talent as top draws. ￼  
Business confidence remains 
pessimistic in early 2026, but 
resilient consumer spending 
offers some optimism. ￼ ￼
How Can We Do Better?

To stem the outflow, Mas-
sachusetts must prioritize 
reforms:
• Tax Relief: Cut corporate 
and personal taxes to com-

pete with low-tax states, 
focusing on broad reductions 
rather than complex incen-
tives that breed corruption. 
￼
• Reduce Bureaucracy: 
Streamline regulations and 
permitting to foster quicker 
business growth.
• Combat Corruption: Imple-
ment stricter ethics rules, 
independent audits, and 
transparency in spending.
• Balanced Progressive Poli-
cies: Maintain humanitarian 
support but link benefits 
to workforce integration, 
controlling costs to avoid 
burdening taxpayers.
• Leverage Strengths: Invest 
in education and infrastruc-
ture to amplify the state’s 
innovative edge, address-
ing housing affordability to 
retain talent.

By addressing these pain 
points with pragmatic, bipar-
tisan action, Massachusetts 
can reclaim its status as a top 
destination for businesses 
and residents. The clock is 
ticking—inaction risks fur-
ther decline.
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Fraudulent and Inaccurate Somerville Water Bills
By William Tauro

We are looking for resi-
dents interested to ￼
being part of a class action 
lawsuit to help Somerville 
home owners, property 
owners, residents and ten-
ants to obtain the justice 
they deserve after being 
victims of fraudulent and/
or inaccurate outrageously 
high water bills caused by 
faulty water meters and 

inaccurate readings.

All contacts and informa-
tion will remain confiden-
tial.

Send to email￼ : Wmtau-
ro@aol.com
or
Inbox me

(Please DO NOT post any 
contact information in the 
comments area)￼

Please include your full 
name that the bill is in, 
your address, phone num-
ber and email address and 
we will contact you.￼ ￼

Please feel free to message 
me or email me at Wm-
tauro@aol.com with any 
inquiries about joining the 
list of potential plaintiffs 
in this class action lawsuit.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night
Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

By Bob Katzen

The House, on a 
voice vote without a roll 
call, gave initial approval 
to a bill that would amend 
a current law that gives 
seniors 70 and older, who 
meet certain low-income 
qualifications, an exemp-
tion in the amount of 

$4,000 of taxable valuation 
of real property or the sum 
of $500, whichever would 
decrease the property tax 
by the most.

The bill would allow a 
city or town to exercise a 
local option to increase 
the $4,000 to up to $8,000 
and/or the $500 to up to 

$1,000; or by only increas-
ing the $500 exemption to 
up to $2,000. The bill also 
retains current law that 
already permits cities and 
towns to reduce the age of 
eligibility to 65 or older.

“I filed this bill to make 
life a little more affordable 
for our senior citizens, by 

giving our cities and towns 
more flexibility to do so 
when it comes to property 
taxes,” said sponsor Rep. 
Adam Scanlon (D-North 
Attleborough). “Seniors 
who have done so much 
for our communities 
and have deep roots here 
should not be pushed out 
of their lifelong homes by 

property taxes. I want our 
towns to have the free-
dom to expand this senior 
property tax exemption to 
be able to get seniors this 
tax relief.”

INCREASE PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR SENIORS OVER 70 (H 3236)
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Applications Due Monday, 
March 9

SOMERVILLE – The City 
of Somerville is seeking 
two new members to join 

the 90 Washington Street 
Civic Advisory Committee 
representing local busi-
nesses and institutional or 
non-profit entities.

What is the 90 Washington 
Street Civic Advisory Com-
mittee?
The 90 Washington Street 
Civic Advisory Committee 
is a group of community 
stakeholders that advises 
the City of Somerville and 
the Somerville Redevelop-
ment Authority (SRA) on 
the redevelopment of the 
90 Washington Street site 
– one of the largest remain-
ing transit-oriented rede-
velopment opportunities in 

Somerville.

Committee members will 
review proposals submitted 
in response to the City’s Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP), 
evaluate development con-
cepts, and provide input to 
help guide the selection of a 
development partner.

Who Can Join?
The two current vacancies 
are for representatives of 
East Somerville businesses 
and institutional or non-
profit entities.

What is the Time Commit-
ment?
Meetings are held virtually 

and are expected to occur 
once per month, and po-
tentially more frequently as 
required, from April 2026 
onwards. Meetings typically 
run for 60-90 minutes but 
may last longer if necessary.

What is the Appointment 
Process?
Applications will be re-
viewed by a selection com-
mittee, who will choose 
potential candidates for 
interviews. The commit-
tee will select two new 
members from interviewed 
candidates, who will be ap-
proved by the Mayor. New 
members are expected to 
start service in April 2026.

How and Where Do I Ap-
ply?
Apply online at somervil-
lema.gov/besomerville by 5 
p.m. on Monday, March 9, 
2026.

For questions or more in-
formation, email Ted Fields 
at tfields@somervillema.
gov or call 311 (617-666-
3311 outside of Somer-
ville).

Stay Connected:
Want to learn about roles 
open on other commissions 
or more ways to engage? 
Visit somervillema.gov/Be-
Somerville.

Join Somerville’s 90 Washington Street Civic Advisory Committee

REAL ESTATE TAX EXEMPTION (H 3132)



	  The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly			   		                        Tuesday February 24th, 2026                           13

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

By Bob Katzen

The House, on a voice vote 
without a roll call, gave 
initial approval to a bill 
that would allow local cit-
ies and towns to impose a 
property tax cap for some 
homeowners ages 65 and 
older.

The cap would freeze the 
property tax at its cur-
rent rate if the senior 
has a federal adjusted 
gross income of no more 
than $50,000 for a single 
income household, and 
$60,000 or less if married; 
and assets of $75,000 or 

less not including his or 
her primary residence and 
motor vehicle.

“I sponsored this bill 
because homeowners who 
are 65 and older and living 
on fixed incomes should 
not be forced out of their 
homes by rising property 

taxes,” said sponsor Rep. 
Adrianne Ramos (D-
North Andover). “Many 
seniors have spent decades 
contributing to their com-
munities, and they deserve 
stability and predictability 
as they age. By limiting 
property tax increases for 
those who meet reason-

able income and asset 
thresholds, this bill targets 
relief to the homeowners 
who need it most while 
maintaining fairness for 
taxpayers overall.”

PROPERTY TAX CAP FOR SENIORS 65 AND OLDER (H 3234)

The City of Medford has 
declared a snow emergency 
beginning Sunday, February 
22 at 5 PM.

🚗 PARKING DURING A 
SNOW EMERGENCY
• Secondary roads: Park-
ing allowed on the ODD 
side only (unless exempt). 
Vehicles parked on the even 
side will be ticketed and 
towed.

• Main arterial streets: NO 
PARKING on either side at 
any time. Vehicles will be 
ticketed and towed.
• Residents who live on 
main arterials may park on 
secondary roads, including 
permit-only streets, as per-
mit restrictions are tempo-
rarily lifted.

🚫 MAIN ARTERIAL 
STREETS (NO PARKING):
Boston Ave, Central Ave, 

College Ave (George St–Bos-
ton Ave), Forest St, Fulton 
St, George St, Governors 
Ave, Grove St, Hancock 
St, Harvard Ave, Harvard 
St, High St, Lawrence Rd, 
Main St, Medford St, Mystic 
Ave (Main St–Crescent St), 
Playstead Rd, Riverside Ave, 
Salem St, Spring St, Wash-
ington St, Webster St, Willis 
Ave, Winthrop St, Woburn 
St

⚠️ STATE ROADS (City does 
not enforce parking):
Fellsway, Fellsway West, 
Route 16 / Mystic Valley 
Parkway, Elm St, Highland 
Ave, South Border Rd, East 
Border Rd, Woodland Rd, 
Mystic River Rd

➡️ More info & exempt 
streets: http://www.med-
fordma.org/snow

MEDFORD SNOW EMERGENCY – EFFECTIVE SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 AT 5 PM

By Bob Katzen
Without a roll call vote, the 
House gave initial approval to 
a bill that would allow munici-
palities to grant a property tax 
reduction to property owners 
who serve as volunteer, call or 
auxiliary firefighters or EMTs. 

The reduction of the tax bill 
would be capped at $2,500 per 
property owner but would be in 
addition to any other exemp-
tion or abatement to which the 
property owner is entitled.

The municipality would be 

responsible for establishing the 
parameters of its property tax 
reduction, including the criteria 
by which the reduction would 
be calculated, and the local 
rules and procedures necessary 
for implementing it. The fire-
fighters and EMTs would not 

be considered employees of the 
municipality and the tax reduc-
tion would not be considered 
wages for income tax purposes.

Supporters said these people 
are invaluable and selfless and 
should be given a property tax 

reduction.
Chief sponsor Rep. Steve How-
itt (D-Seekonk) and co-sponsor 
Susannah Whipps (U-Athol) 
did not respond to repeated 
requests by Beacon Hill Roll 
Call asking them why they 
sponsored the bill.

REAL ESTATE TAX EXEMPTION (H 3132)
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

HI my name is Joe LoRusso a North 
Reading Resident and Ted Williams Camp 
Alum, Volunteer for the Jimmy Fund, and 
raising money for the Jimmy Fund, and 
have been for many years to help strike 
out cancer in Children & Adults.

The event I’m running is a expected to 
draw a lot of people, a great evening of 
laughs, great food and giving away great 
door prizes; so get your tickets early, by 
scanning the QR Code on flier or on 
Eventbrite website, they are going quick. 
Thank you all in advance for your sup-
port.

KOWLOON COMEDY NIGHT FEBRUARY 27, 2026
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

EARLIER READING INTERVENTION (H 4672)

By Bob Katzen

House 154-0, approved an amendment 
that would create a special legislative 
commission to conduct a comprehen-
sive study on family caregiving policy 
in the Bay State including an evaluation 
of all state-funded efforts in caregiving 
research, clinical care, institutional and 
home-based and community-based 
services and an investigation into the 
potential fiscal, access and quality 

impacts of allowing spouses to serve 
as paid caregivers in the MassHealth 
program.

Amendment sponsor Rep. Mike 
Kushmerek (D-Fitchburg) said that one 
in ten Massachusetts residents serve 
as a caregiver to a loved one and noted 
this is one of the most important and 
difficult jobs. He said that the commis-
sion will work to find innovative ways 
to keep seniors aging in place at home 

and our young, disabled population in 
our communities with their families. 
He noted it will study ways to help the 
caregivers perform this overwhelming 
task.

He noted that his first-hand experi-
ence as a caregiver for his parents for 
ten years showed him how difficult the 
job is. He said it was among the best 
and most heartbreaking experiences of 
his lifetime. He said that you give up a 

part of yourself to be a caregiver. You 
do it because you love the people, and 
you do it because often there’s nobody 
else. He noted that nothing could have 
prepared him for the job — going from 
being a 22-year-old student focused on 
college parties and final exams to learn-
ing MassHealth waivers and leaning 
medication management. He noted that 
caregivers often do not have significant 
resources, support or education on how 
best to advocate for those they love.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes 
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

By Bob Katzen

House 23-131, rejected an 
amendment to a bill that would 
provide a framework for the 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to identify 
and approve a list of high-quality 
curricula that school districts 
will select from for kindergarten 
through third grade literacy.

The amendment would require 
early intervention by the school 
when a student is “at risk” of 
falling behind in reading skills. 
It would replace language that 
requires early intervention 
only when a student is already 
behind.

Amendment sponsor Rep. 

Alyson Sullivan-Almeida 
(R-Abington) said the amend-
ment would make a small but 
significant change that would 
require schools to act proactively 
rather than waiting for signifi-
cant underperformance before 
providing support for that child. 
She said that earlier interven-
tion would give students a better 
chance of success.

Rep. Ken Gordon (D-Bedford) 
said the amendment will create a 
vague, non-precise and unen-
forceable standard. He said it is 
hard to determine when a stu-
dent is “at risk” of falling behind.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment. A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No Rep. 
Mike Connolly No Rep. Paul 
Donato No Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even No

SPECIAL COMMISSION ON FAMILY CAREGIVING (H 4704)

By Bob Katzen

The House, on a voice 
vote without a roll call, 
gave initial approval to a 
Senate-approved bill that 
would allow cities and 
towns to hike from the 
current $1,500 to $2,000, 
the property tax break 
for veterans and spouses 
of deceased or disabled 

veterans in exchange for 
their providing volunteer 
services to their munici-
pality.

Supporters said that vet-
eran and senior work-off 
programs were originally 
designed to operate in 
parallel but while the Leg-
islature recently raised the 
senior cap to reflect rising 

costs of living, the vet-
eran cap was not updated, 
creating an unintended 
disparity.

“Our veterans have al-
ready given so much in 
service to our nation, and 
they deserve to be able to 
remain in the communi-
ties they call home,” said 
the bill’s sponsor Sen. 

Julian Cyr (D-Province-
town). “For many veterans 
on Cape Cod, the Islands 
and across Massachusetts, 
rising property taxes are 
putting undue pressure on 
household budgets that 
are already razor thin. 
This bill gives communi-
ties a meaningful property 
tax relief tool while recog-
nizing the service veterans 

have already given so they 
may live with the dignity 
they have earned.”

INCREASE TAX RELIEF TO VETERANS (S 1948)
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Applications Now Open for Three Income-Restricted Rental Units at Two Properties

SOMERVILLE – Applications 
for three income-restricted 
rental units in Somerville are 
now open. Maloney Properties 
in partnership with the City 
of Somerville has three studio 
income-restricted apartments 

available across two properties: 
The Guild (154 Broadway) in 
East Somerville and Prospect 
Union Square (50 Prospect 
Street). Apply now through 
Friday, February 6.

As is standard, units were first 
offered via Somerville’s Con-
solidated Rental Waitlist before 
being opened to all eligible 
applicants making at or below 
110% of Area Median Income 
(AMI). All income-eligible 
households as well as mo-
bile voucher holders are now 
welcome to apply. This is a first-
come, first-served opportunity. 
Apply for these units online at: 
bit.ly/4rdwfMj.

Being on the Consolidated 
Rental Waitlist can make it 
easier to apply for housing 
opportunities. To learn more 
and for future opportunities to 

join it, visit somervillema.gov/
consolidated-rental-waitlist.

More information on house-
hold income limits is below:

2025 Income Limits for 110% 
AMI units
1 Person
2 People
Minimum
$92,651
$105,851
Maximum
$127,358
$145,552

Application assistance is avail-
able during the Inclusionary 

Housing Program’s virtual of-
fice hours every Thursday from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. via Zoom: bit.
ly/3LJiN3w.

Multilingual resources and ap-
plication support will be avail-
able throughout the application 
period.

To learn more about Somer-
ville’s inclusionary housing 
and other opportunities, visit 
somervillema.gov/inclusionary. 
To sign up for updates, click the 
green box labeled “Affordable 
Housing Alerts: Sign Up Now.”

By Bob Katzen

The House, on a voice vote 
without a roll call, gave 
initial approval to legislation 
that would provide that any 
condition of impairment of 
health caused by an infec-
tious disease resulting in 

total or partial disability or 
death to an employee of a 
correctional facility would 
be presumed to have been 
suffered in the line of duty, 
unless shown otherwise by 
competent evidence.

“Corrections officers work 

in an inherently high-risk 
environment where close 
quarters and daily physical 
interactions make exposure 
to infectious disease an oc-
cupational hazard unlike 
almost any other profession,” 
said sponsor Rep. Mike 
Finn (D-West Springfield). 

“This legislation recognizes 
that reality by ensuring that 
when an officer gets sick, 
they aren’t forced to fight a 
bureaucratic battle to prove 
where they contracted an ill-
ness that may be impossible 
to trace to a single exposure. 
It’s the least we can do for the 

men and women who keep 
our correctional facilities 
safe.”

INFECTUOUS DISEASES (H 2836)

Mount Vernon Restaurant
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Free Trees Available for Somerville Residents Through MyRWA Program
SOMERVILLE – Dream-
ing of warmer days and 
a yard in full bloom? In 
preparation for spring, 
Somerville residents can 
apply for a free tree to 
be planted in their yard 
through the Mystic River 
Watershed Association’s 
(MyRWA) Tree Planting 
Program. All Somerville 
residents are invited to 
apply (for renters, with 
landlord permission). Sign 

up now through Friday, 
March 13.

How It Works
Interested residents should 
complete the online form 
at mysticriver.org/trees. 
Upon receipt, a Somerville 
Resident Tree Ambassador 
will reach out to sched-
ule an onsite meeting to 
determine tree placement 
and size. Residents are 
then able to select from a 

list of native tree species. 
MyRWA provides the tree, 
works with local partners 
to help coordinate plant-
ing, and offers guidance 
to help it grow strong and 
healthy.

Why Plant a Tree?
Planting a tree is one of 
the simplest ways to make 
a lasting impact on your 
block while expanding 
Somerville’s tree canopy. 

Trees help clean the air, 
provide shade and cooling, 
enhance property value, 
support local wildlife and 
pollinators, filter rainwater, 
and much more.

To learn more and sign up, 
visit mysticriver.org/trees.
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.Ap-
plyToJob.com

By Bob Katzen

The Transportation Com-
mittee will hold a public 
hearing on March 3 on 
legislation that would 
require the Registry of 
Motor Vehicles (RMV) to 
issue a mobile ID—com-
pliant with American 
Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators 

standards—to any individ-
ual eligible for a physical 
driver’s license, learner’s 
permit or state ID. The 
mobile ID would not re-
place the physical version, 
and individuals would still 
be required to carry their 
physical ID while driving.

Supporters say that the 
bill authorizes the RMV to 

contract with third par-
ties for development and 
maintenance of the mobile 
ID system, charge fees for 
issuance and determine 
the ID’s validity period. 
They argue the measure 
includes strong privacy 
protections, requiring 
data use to mirror that of 
physical IDs, prohibiting 
tracking without consent 

and mandating compli-
ance with data security 
laws.

“We are living in a digi-
tal world, and our public 
systems should evolve 
responsibly to meet 
people where they are,” 
said sponsor Sen. Julian 
Cyr (D-Truro). “This bill 
modernizes identifica-

tion in Massachusetts 
while maintaining strong 
privacy protections and 
civil liberties safeguards. 
A mobile ID offers con-
venience and security 
without replacing physical 
IDs when they are actually 
necessary or required.”

ISSUE MOBILE ID (S 2905)
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Hear from the Mayor, Superin-
tendent, and project architects 
about plans for
our next new school building 
and share your perspective
SOMERVILLE— The City is 
planning to build a new school 
at 115 Sycamore Street. All com-
munity members are invited to 
come learn more about the proj-
ect and share their perspective at 
an upcoming community forum 
on Tuesday, March 3, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at Somerville High School’s 

Highlander Forum.

During this meeting Mayor 
Wilson and Superintendent 
Carmona will share an over-
view of the project and process 
moving forward. City staff along 
with project architects, Perkins 
Eastman, will also present on the 
work done so far, share prelimi-
nary design options, and discuss 
next steps.

Following presentations, there 
will be an opportunity to ask 
questions followed by space for 
community members to share 
their thoughts on how the build-
ing can best serve our students as 
well as express any concerns they 
might have.

The information and feedback 
gathered will be used by the 
City’s project team and archi-

tects to help inform preliminary 
design efforts and work moving 
forward.

More About the Community 
Forum

Time and Date: Tuesday, March 
3, 2026, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Somerville High 
School, Highlander Forum, 81 
Highland Avenue

Interpretation into Spanish, Por-
tuguese, Haitian-Creole, Nepali, 
Mandarin, and Cantonese will be 
available.

More About the Project

Somerville is building a new 
school at 115 Sycamore Street 
and working with the Massachu-
setts School Building Authority 
to access state funding to help 

cover the cost. This new school 
building will meet a range of 
Somerville School District needs, 
and various design options for 
how to configure quality learning 
environments within a larger 
structure are being considered.

To maximize opportunities for 
our students, the City is working 
to build a school with the largest 
possible capacity the state will fi-
nancially support–approximately 
900 students. Overall, the project 
will deliver the following:

It will provide a new location 
(projected to be complete by late 
2031) for the roughly 450 seats 
for Winter Hill Community 
Innovation School students who 
were displaced when their old 
school building closed in 2023.
Approximately 250 student seats 
would ultimately be relocated 

from the Brown School to the 
new school building at 115 
Sycamore Street no earlier than 
fall 2032.
Additional capacity to meet the 
future needs of approximately 
200 students within the school 
district.

In addition to this community 
forum, the City, along with proj-
ect architect Perkins Eastman, 
will host a series of opportuni-
ties for the community to learn 
more about ongoing preliminary 
design work, ask questions, and 
provide design feedback.

Learn more, sign up for a 
monthly project newsletter, and 
stay up to date on the project at 
somervillema.gov/newschool. 
Email capitalprojects@somervil-
lema.gov or contact 311 with any 
questions.

Join the Community Forum on Somerville’s New School Building Project March 3rd
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Steve & Sons Home Repairs 
617-628-6251
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


