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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page  5 Continuded to page 16

Continued to page 

Community Invited to 
Somerville 2026 
Inaugural Events

Grand Union First 
Flag Raising, January 1

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Join the Somerville Mayor’s Appointments
Advisory Committee

City Accepting Applications for 
One Vacancy

SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville is seeking one new 
member to join the Mayor’s 
Appointments Advisory Com-
mittee (AAC). If you care about 
fairness, transparency, and com-
munity voice in local govern-
ment, this is a great opportunity 
to make a meaningful impact.

The AAC plays a key role in 
strengthening how Somerville 
selects members for its regulato-
ry and decision-making boards 
and commissions. By helping 
review applicants and recom-
mend finalists, AAC members 
ensure that appointments reflect 
the needs, values, and diversity 
of our community.

What Is the AAC?
The Mayor’s Appointments 
Advisory Committee is a five-
person, volunteer body that 
makes nonpartisan, informed 
recommendations for appoint-
ments to 14 City boards and 
commissions.

The full list of boards and com-
missions is available online: 
somervillema.gov/departments/
appointments-advisory-com-
mittee

AAC members review applica-
tions, interview finalists, and 

recommend two candidates for 
each vacancy to the Mayor, who 
then advances one nominee to 
the City Council for confirma-
tion.

Who Can Join?
Ideal candidates are:
Interested in learning about lo-
cal government
Thoughtful, fair, and communi-
ty-driven
Interested in people and process
Motivated to contribute to 
transparent, equitable decision-
making

Individuals with backgrounds 
in law, recruitment, human re-
sources, or human services are 
strongly encouraged to apply, 
but these experiences are not 
required.

This is a volunteer position.

What Is the Time Commit-
ment?
The AAC meets only when 
there are openings on the 
boards or commissions under 
its purview.
When active vacancies exist, the 
AAC typically meets bi-weekly 
on Wednesdays from 7–9 p.m. 
Meetings are held virtually. 
Additional time may be needed 
for reviewing applications and 
interview materials.

What Is the Appointment Pro-

cess?
Members are appointed by the 
Mayor and confirmed by the 
City Council.

How Do I Apply?
Applications will be considered 
until the position is filled. To 
apply please provide a:
Resume
Statement of Interest or Cover 
Letter

Ways to Apply
Online:somervillema.gov/be-
somerville
Email: Send materials to Ca-
reers@somervillema.gov with 
the subject line: “AAC Member 
Application”
Mail:City Hall – Attn: HR / 
Kristen Hill, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143

Questions?
Email Kristen Hill, Recruitment 
& Retention Manager at KHill@
somervillema.gov
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Obituary
Paul E. Crowe, a lifelong resident 
of Somerville, Massachusetts, 
passed away peacefully on 
December 23, 2025, with his be-
loved son, Daniel and his partner 
Cheryl, by his side. Born on No-
vember 19, 1937, in Somerville, 
Paul lived a life defined by hard 
work, devotion to family, and 
pride in those he loved most.

From an early age, Paul was 
known for his strong work ethic. 
As a young boy, he took on paper 
routes throughout the neighbor-
hood. After graduating from 
Somerville high school, Paul 
proudly served in the Massachu-
setts National Guard for six years. 
Following his discharge, he went 
on to work for over 30 years in 
shipping and receiving at a com-
pany in Boston, where he never 
missed a day.

Paul shared his life with the late 
Joanne Yore, and together they 
raised their son, Daniel. Being 
a father was Paul’s greatest joy 
and proudest accomplishment. 
He and Joanne loved raising 
Daniel, supporting him through 
ice hockey, surprising him with 
brand-new bikes, and later 
celebrating Daniel’s graduation 
with a brand-new car. Paul was 
incredibly proud to be Daniel’s 
father and made sure everyone 
knew it.

Paul was filled with jokes and 
quick wit. No matter the situa-
tion, he always found a way to 
make the best of it, often with a 
smart remark or perfectly timed 
joke. His humor brought laughter 
and comfort to those around him 
and will be fondly remembered 
by all who knew him.

Union Square held a very special 
place in Paul’s heart. He loved 
spending time there and found 
comfort in the familiar sights, 
faces, and routines of the neigh-
borhood he had called home his 
entire life. A man of ritual, Paul 
took great joy in consistency, 
each day following the same 
rhythm, exactly the way he liked 
it. Those daily routines brought 
him happiness, comfort, and 
peace.

A true family man, Paul cher-
ished time spent with his loved 
ones. He especially enjoyed 
the annual Crowe cookouts in 
Haverhill and in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. He never missed an 
opportunity to show up for his 
two granddaughters, Danielle 
and Stephanie. Whether it was 
for birthdays, holidays, or even 

just a phone call to let them know 
he was thinking of them.

Paul is the beloved father of 
Daniel Crowe and his partner, 
Cheryl Iudice, of Beverly, loving 
grandfather of Danielle Crowe 
and her wife, Patricia Crowe, and 
Stephanie Crowe of Manchester, 
New Hampshire. He is the dear 
brother of Margaret and her 
husband, Bartholomew Paino, of 
Somerville and brother-in-law to 
Rita Crowe of Somerville.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Patrick and Mary (Neylon) 
Crowe; his sisters, Kathleen 
Crowe of Somerville and Mary 
(Crowe) Langdon and her hus-
band Jack of Brookline; and his 
brothers, Leo Crowe and his wife 
Maureen of Burlington; Robert 
Crowe and his wife Dorothy of 
Haverhill; and James Crowe of 

Somerville.

Paul is also survived by many 
loving nieces and nephews, as 
well as his cherished “fur grand-
babies”: Russell, Travis, Macie, 
Ducky, Brutus, Tommy, Zuko and 
Junior who he is reunited with in 
Heaven.

Visiting hours will be held at 
Doherty Funeral Services, Inc., 
855 Broadway (Powder House 
Square), Somerville, MA 02144, 
on Friday, January 2, 2026, from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., followed 
by a Funeral Home Service at 
11:00. Interment will be at Cam-
bridge Cemetery, 76 Coolidge 
Ave, Cambridge, MA 02138.

Relatives and friends are kindly 
encouraged to wear blue to the 
service, as any shade of blue was 
Paul’s favorite color.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Paul E. Crowe

Somerville/Medford Remembering Louise M. Casparriello (Puopolo)
Obituary
Louise M. Casparriello (Puo-
polo) of Somerville passed away 
peacefully at home surrounded 
by her family on December 25, 
2025. She was the beloved wife 
of the late Salvatore Caspar-

riello. Complete notice to fol-
low. A funeral procession will 
commence from the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home,

located at 855 Broadway 
(Powder House Sq) in Somer-

ville, on Wednesday morning, 
December 31, 2025, at 9:00am, 
followed by a Funeral Mass at 
St. Clement Church in Somer-
ville at 10:00am. Visiting hours 
are scheduled for Tuesday from 
4:00 to 7:00pm. Interment will 

take place at Holy Cross Cem-
etery in Malden.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Sergio Tortora
Sergio Tortora Obituary

Sergio Tortora – Age 87, beloved 
husband of Cornelia Tortora 
(Petrosillo), died peacefully sur-
rounded by his family Saturday, 
December 20th at the Memorial 
Hospital West in Pembroke Pines, 
Florida.

He was born in Bisceglie, Italy 
on December 18, 1938, a son of 
the late Francesco and Isabella 
(Pedone) Tortora and lived in Italy 
before moving to Cambridge, Ma 
at the age of 17 and later moved to 

Somerville. He resided in Medford, 
Reading and then retired in Mira-
mar Florida. He completed service 
in the United States Army in 1964.

Sergio owned and operated the 
former Gino’s Market in Somerville 
along with his brother Mauro prior 
to his retirement.

Sergio loved spending time with 
his family. He enjoyed watching 
soccer, digging for clams at Little 
Bird Island and gardening in Ware-
ham and Miramar. He enjoyed 
spending his summers at Swifts 

Beach, Wareham, MA and the rest 
of the year in Miramar, FL.

He is survived by his wife Cornelia, 
Sergio is also survived by his chil-
dren, Frank Tortora and his wife 
CrisAnn, Gerry Tortora, Sergio 
Tortora Jr and his fiancé Terri West 
and Elizabeth Tortora; his brothers 
John Tortora; his sisters, Maria Pel-
legrini, Josephine Frisiello; his four 
grandchildren, Nicholas, Alyssa, 
Matthew and Isabella and his 
great grandson Nicholas. He was 
the brother of the late Guilio and 
Mauro Tortora.

Visiting hours will be held Friday, 
January 2nd at the Cota Funeral 
Home, 335 Park Street, (corner of 
Park St. and Rte. 28) North Read-
ing at Reading line from 4-7 pm. 
A prayer service and burial will be 
held Saturday January 3rd at 10am 
in Holy Cross Mausoleum, 175 
Broadway, Malden, 02148. Please 
go directly to the Mausoleum.

Obituary
James J. “Jim” Holmes of 
Mansfield, formerly of Somer-
ville, passed away peacefully 
on December 23, 2025, after 
a long courageous battle with 
Parkinson’s disease. Despite his 
illness, Jim never lost his sense 
of humor or positive attitude, 
always making his visitors 
laugh and never losing his 
beautiful smile. Jim’s children 
were the light of his life.

Jim grew up in Somerville and 
was a graduate of Somerville 
High School. He furthered 
his education at Northeastern 
University. He worked for 
many years as head of security 
at Lesley College. Jim loved the 
New England Patriots, Bruins, 
and Celtics, enjoyed trips to 
the casino, and cherished fam-
ily vacations to Cape Cod.

He was the loving father of 
Jessi, Jake, and James Holmes. 

Former husband of Diane 
Holmes. Jim was the beloved 
son of the late James and 
Claire, and dear brother of 
Lenore Martin of Somerville, 
Brian Holmes and his wife 
Dawn and Paula Serratelli, 
both of Georgia. He was a 
cherished friend of Britta 
and Joe Harrold and is also 
survived by many nieces and 
nephews.

Visiting hours for Jim will be 

held on Sunday, January 11, 
2026, from 2:00 – 5:00, with a 
Prayer service at 3:30. Rela-
tives and friends are invited to 
attend.

In lieu of flowers donations 
may be made in Jim’s memory 
to the Michael J. Fox Founda-
tion for Parkinson’s Research.

Somerville/Medford Remembering James J. “Jim” Holmes
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Grand Union First Flag Raising, January 1
Ring in the new year on 
Thursday, January 1, 2026 
as we raise the Grand 
Union Flag on Prospect 
Hill to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of the 
first flag raising.

A processional led by 
“George Washington” 
will leave from City Hall 
concourse (93 Highland 
Ave.) at 11:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by a ceremony at 
Prospect Hill Park from 
12 to 1 p.m. This event is 
held in partnership with 
the Somerville Museum

Somerville City Hall
As Somerville embarks on 
its next legislative term, 
community members are 
invited to attend the 2026 
inauguration ceremonies 
next week on Friday, Janu-
ary 2, and Saturday, Janu-
ary 3.

Organizational meetings 
of the City Council and 
School Committee will be 
held on Friday, January 2, 
at 10:30 a.m. in the City 
Council Chamber in City 
Hall (93 Highland Ave.).

Then on January 3, ad-
dresses by Mayor-Elect 

Jake Wilson, the incoming 
City Council President, 
and the incoming School 
Committee Chairperson 
will be held at 6 p.m. in the 
Somerville High School 
auditorium (81 Highland 
Ave.). A public reception 
at the Somerville Armory 
(191 Highland Ave.) will 
immediately follow the 
inaugural ceremony at 7:30 
p.m. New this year is a kid 
and teen zone onsite at the 
Armory.

The ceremony will include 
American Sign Language 
interpretation as well as 
interpretation into Span-

ish and Portuguese, with 
interpretation into other 
languages available upon 
advance request by email-
ing languageaccess@somer-
villema.gov or contacting 
311 (617-666-3311).

Speeches will be 
livestreamed on the City’s 
cable and educational 
access television stations, 
online at somervillema.
gov, and posted to CityTV’s 
YouTube channel in the 
following days at youtube.
com/SomervilleCityTV.

Attend the 2026 City of Somerville Inauguration Ceremonies Next Week
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

“I’m a no, because if you 
look at the studies — if 
you look at the studies, 
you effectively halt pro-
duction. I will tell you 
that investors in housing 
have already pulled out 
of Massachusetts because 
they’re concerned about 
rent control.”
—Gov. Healey on her 
opposition to a possible 
2026 ballot question that 
would impose rent control 
by establishing a limit on 
any annual rent increase 
— capping the increase to 
an amount not to exceed 

the annual increase in the 
Consumer Price Index or 
5 percent, whichever is 
lower.

“Measles is a highly conta-
gious, airborne disease, 
which has increased 
significantly in the United 
States because of the 
unfortunate decrease in 
vaccination rates. It is also 
a preventable disease.”
—Public Health Com-
missioner Robbie Gold-
stein, announcing that an 
out-of-state adult visitor 
who spent time in Boston 
and Westborough earlier 
this month was diagnosed 

with measles and was 
present in a number of 
locations possibly result-
ing in other people being 
exposed to the measles 
virus.

“Outdoor recreation 
should be for everyone—
regardless of age, abil-
ity, or access. Nature is a 
wonderful place where 
people can come together, 
whether they’re seasoned 
adventurers or just start-
ing out. By investing in 
community events and 
programs, we’re remov-
ing barriers that keep 
people from enjoying the 

outdoors and discovering 
new experiences.”
—Paul Jahnige, direc-
tor of the Massachusetts 
Office of Outdoor Recre-
ation, announcing nearly 
$190,000 in grants to sup-
port equitable access to 
outdoor recreation events 
for low-income residents, 
communities of color and 
people living with dis-
abilities.

“This law means peace of 
mind for the officers who 
have already paid a heavy 
price in service to their 
communities. This law 
strengthens the safety net 

for the men and women 
who run toward danger. 
It reflects the voices of in-
jured officers and families 
who fought for years to be 
seen and supported.”
—Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll 
on a recently approved 
new law that enhances 
protections for state law 
enforcement officers who 
suffer catastrophic injuries 
due to an act of violence 
while in the line of duty 
and ensures that injured 
state police officers re-
ceive the same disability 
and retirement benefits 
as other first responders. 

THIS WEEK’S QUOTABLE QUOTES ON BEACON HILL
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

The Medford Police Department is seeking the public’s assistance in identifying the individual pictured.

On Friday, December 12, 2025, at approximately 4:40 PM, this individual allegedly stole a credit card from 
the locker room at Planet Fitness, located at 696 Fellsway, and later used the card at Lululemon and the 

Apple Store at Cambridgeside Galleria.

If you recognize this individual or have any information regarding this incident, please contact Detective 
Michael Pellegrino at 781-391-6767.

Medford Police Department needs your
 help to identify this suspect!

Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COM-
MISSION, BY THE 
POWER VESTED IN IT 
THROUGH A SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLA-
TURE, CHAPTER 397 
OF THE ACTS OF 1978, 
HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGU-
LATIONS WITH THE 
ADDITION OF THE 
FOLLOWING:

2025-97 Article V Section 
5-15 “Accessible Parking” 
is amended with the addi-
tion of the
following locations: 17 Al-
pine Street, 149 Sycamore 
Street, 83 Pearson Ave, 6 
Fountain Ave.
2025-98 Article V Section 
5-10 “Safety Zones” is 
amended with the addi-
tion of the following
location: Fire Lane, 16-18 
Lincoln Parkway from the 
corner of Joseph Street in 
a westerly
direction to the edge of 
the driveway.
2025-99 Article V Section 
5-10 “Safety Zones” is 
amended with the addi-
tion of the following
location: Fire Lane, on 
the odd side of Chandler 
Street from the corner of 
Park Ave in a northerly
direction for 20 feet.
2025-100 Article V Sec-
tion 5-10 “Safety Zones” 
is amended with the addi-
tion of the following
location: Fire Lane, on the 
odd side of Park Ave from 

the corner of Chandler 
Street in an easterly
direction for 20 feet.
2025-101 Article V Sec-
tion 5-10 “Safety Zones” 
is amended with the addi-
tion of the following
location: Fire Lane, on 
the even side of Walnut 
Street from the corner of 
Jackson Road in a
northerly direction for 20 
feet.
2025-102 Article V Sec-
tion 5-10 “Safety Zones” 
is amended with the addi-
tion of the following
location: Fire Lane, on 
the even side of Walnut 
Street from the corner of 
Radcliffe Road in a
northerly direction for 20 
feet.

PROMULGATED: DE-
CEMBER 11, 2025
ADVERTISED: DECEM-
BER 16, 2025
DECEMBER 23, 2025
DECEMBER 30, 2025
EFFECTIVE: JANUARY 
7, 2025

Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly 12/16/25, 
12/23/25, 12/30/25
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

US HOUSE PASSES BILL TO BAN TRANSGENDER SURGERIES FOR CHILDREN
The U.S. House of Representatives has taken 
a crucial step to protect children by passing a 
bill that makes “bodily mutilation of a minor” 
a federal crime. Sponsored by Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, the 216‑211 vote shows lawmakers are 
finally prioritizing the safety and well-being of 
kids nationwide.

While some states already act, this legislation 
ensures no child is subjected to irreversible 
gender‑altering treatments anywhere in the 
country.

(Posted on the News Worth Sharing Facebook 
page)￼

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Please Like and Fol-
low Us On Facebook for more cool and exciting 
news updates and events!
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Makes The Perfect Gift!
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

Sadly there’s still a grinch out there somewhere in the world especially here in 
Somerville! Let’s help this individual get their bike back for Christmas! ￼

Somerville Grinch Steals BicycleTAX RELIEF FOR PERSONAL 
CARE ATTENDANTS (PCAs)

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey announced that 
an estimated 18,000 of the 
state’s 60,000 of live-in PCAs 
who take care of MassHealth 
members will no longer pay 
state or federal income taxes on 
their wages, under a new IRS 
ruling that was sought by the 
Healey administration. PCAs 
are health care professionals 
who help people with disabili-
ties keep their independence by 
aiding with activities of daily 
living, such as bathing and 
dressing. The exemption, pro-
jected to save a PCA $5,000 or 
more per year in taxes, applies 
only to PCAs who live in the 
same household as the indi-
vidual receiving the care.

Under the ruling, income 
earned by live-in workers 
qualifies as “difficulty of care” 
payments, a federal tax law 
classification that excludes 
certain caregiving wages from 
taxable income. Because the 
Bay State generally follows 
federal income tax definitions, 
the payments would also be ex-
empt from the state’s 5 percent 
income tax.

“We are working every day to 
identify ways to make life more 
affordable for the people of 
Massachusetts,” said Gov. Heal-
ey. “Personal Care Attendants 
do incredibly challenging work 
to care for the most vulnerable 
among us, and they shouldn’t 

have to also worry about being 
able to afford to meet their own 
basic needs.”

Justin Graceffa, PCA Workforce 
Council Vice Chair said, “As a 
longtime consumer-employer 
and vice chair of the PCA 
Workforce Council, I have seen 
firsthand how hard PCAs work 
and how dedicated they are to 
the people they support. Even 
though they do amazing work, 
PCAs are often overlooked 
and underpaid. This tax break 
will help address that issue and 
allow PCAs to continue provid-
ing high-quality care.”

“During an affordability crisis 
in our country, our administra-
tion is exploring every action 
we can take to ease financial 
burdens on Massachusetts 
residents and support critical 
segments of our workforce,” 
said Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Kiame Maha-
niah. “This exemption brings 
substantial tax relief for trained 
live-in friends and family 
members who are providing 
crucial health care services for 
MassHealth members with dis-
abilities.”
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

HI my name is Joe LoRusso a North 
Reading Resident and Ted Williams Camp 
Alum, Volunteer for the Jimmy Fund, and 
raising money for the Jimmy Fund, and 
have been for many years to help strike 
out cancer in Children & Adults.

The event I’m running is a expected to 
draw a lot of people, a great evening of 
laughs, great food and giving away great 
door prizes; so get your tickets early, by 
scanning the QR Code on flier or on 
Eventbrite website, they are going quick. 
Thank you all in advance for your sup-
port.

KOWLOON COMEDY NIGHT FEBRUARY 27, 2026
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Community Invited to Somerville 2026 Inaugural Events
Inauguration Ceremony and Public 
Reception on Saturday, January 3
Organizational Meeting on Friday, Janu-
ary 2

SOMERVILLE — As Somerville embarks 
on the next legislative term, Mayor-Elect 
Jake Wilson, the Somerville City Council, 
and the Somerville School Committee 
invite the community to attend the 2026 
Inaugural events.

Please join us for the Mayor’s Inaugural 
Address, remarks by the Council Presi-
dent and School Committee Chair, music, 
spoken word, and civic pride followed by a 
reception to celebrate our community and 
the launch of the new term.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Organizational Meeting of the City Coun-
cil and School Committee, Friday, January 
2, 10:30 a.m.
Inaugural Ceremony, Saturday, January, 3 
6 -7:30 p.m.
Reception, Saturday, January 3, 7:30 -10:30 
p.m.

Organizational Meeting, Friday, January 2
What: At this brief meeting of the City 
Council and School Committee, the City 
Council President and Vice President, 
as well as the School Committee Chair 
and Vice Chair, will be selected, and all 
members of both bodies will take the oath 
of office. The public is welcome.
When: Friday, January 2, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the City Council Chambers in City Hall 
(93 Highland Ave).

Inaugural Ceremony at SHS Auditorium, 
Saturday, January 3
When & Where: Saturday, January 3, from 
6 to 7:30 p.m., at the Somerville High 
School auditorium (81 Highland Ave.)
What: Hear Mayor Wilson’s inaugural 
address as well as remarks by the City 
Council President, the School Committee 
Chairperson, and honored guest MBTA 
Chairman and Interim Transportation 
Secretary Philip Eng. Emceed by Somer-
ville resident and comedian Eugene Mir-
man, the program also features musical 
and spoken word performances, a Unity 

Invocation, and all electeds will publicly 
take the oath of office.
Who: The full community is invited to this 
free event.
What to wear? Festive dress is welcome, 
and you’ll see everything from black tie 
to blue jeans with many people opting 
for semi-formal or cocktail attire. Bottom 
line, everyone is welcome.

Reception at the Armory Saturday, Janu-
ary 3
When & Where: Following the ceremony, 
the community is invited to a reception 
at the Somerville Armory (191 Highland 
Ave.) from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
What: Live band, dancing, and DJ as well 
as refreshments.
Who: The reception is open to all com-
munity members.

New! Kid & Teen Zone, Saturday, January 
3
What: For the first time, the City’s Parks 
& Recreation Department will host a Kid 
& Teen Zone for the inauguration to help 
families enjoy the events. Games, activi-

ties, pizza (including gluten-free), and 
light snacks for ages 5-16 will be offered 
near the main Reception area in rooms 
provided courtesy of the Somerville Arts 
Council’s SomArt Space program.
Where: The Parks & Rec Kid & Teen Zone 
is on the second floor of the Armory (191 
Highland Ave.).
Drop-Off & Activity Times: Open to fami-
lies attending Saturday’s inaugural events, 
youth drop-off and registration will be 
from 5 to 8:30 p.m., and activities will run 
from 5:30 to 10:30 p.m.

RSVP (Optional), Interpretation & View-
ing
RSVP: RSVP welcome, but optional, for 
any and all events. Please RSVP to inaugu-
ration2026@somervillema.gov.
ASL & Interpretation: The ceremony 
will include American Sign Language 
interpretation and live interpretation into 
Spanish and Portuguese. Interpretation 
into additional languages is available upon 
advance request by emailing languageac-
cess@somervillema.gov or calling 311 
(617-666-3311) at least seven days in 

advance of the event.
Attend, Watch Live Online or on TV, or 
Later On-Demand: All inaugural events 
are free and open to the public. The 
Inaugural Ceremony will also be recorded. 
Watch live or view later on YouTube.com/
SomervilleGovTV and on CityTV cable.

For more information including direc-
tions, parking, interpretation info, and 
more, please visit somervillema.gov/
inauguration2026.

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial ap-
proval to legislation that 
would designate the month 
of October as Adopt a Shelter 
Dog Month.

“Massachusetts shelters take 
in more than 20,000 animals 
each year, and despite our 
high save rate, they con-
tinue to struggle with staffing 
shortages, rising intakes and 
limited community resourc-
es,” said sponsor Rep. Bruce 

Ayers (D-Quincy). “Estab-
lishing October as ‘Adopt a 
Shelter Dog Month’ will give 
us a statewide platform to 
promote adoption, support 
our shelters and ensure more 
dogs have a real chance at 
finding a permanent home.”

ADOPT A SHELTER DOG MONTH (H 3288)

Mount Vernon Restaurant
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Computers

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.Ap-
plyToJob.com

By Bob Katzen

Secretary of State Bill 
Galvin announced that 
petitions for five potential 
ballot questions have been 
determined to contain the 
74,754 certified signatures 
needed to advance anoth-
er step toward going on 
the November 2026 ballot 
for voters to decide.

The proposed laws that 
were certified and the 
numbers of certified sig-
natures are:

Allow prospective voters 

to register and cast a ballot 
in a single trip to the polls 
on Election Day (87,408). 
Current law does not al-
low same-day registration.

Impose rent control by 
establishing a limit on any 
annual rent increase — 
capping the increase to 
an amount not to exceed 
the annual increase in the 
Consumer Price Index or 
5 percent, whichever is 
lower (88,132).

Reduce the personal 
income tax rate from 
5 percent to 4 percent 

over a three-year period 
(86,970).

Repeal the laws that legal-
ize, regulate and tax the 
retail sale of adult recre-
ational use marijuana in 
Massachusetts. (78,301).

Implement All-Party State 
Primaries that would 
eliminate political party 
primaries for state elec-
tions and instead estab-
lish a system where there 
would be a single, all-
party primary in which 
all candidates, regardless 
of their party affiliation, 

would be listed on one 
ballot, and voters could 
vote for any candidate 
on the ballot. The two 
candidates receiving the 
most votes in the primary 
would advance to the 
general election ballot 
(79,032).

The proposals will be sent 
by the secretary of state to 
the Legislature by January 
7, 2026 and if not ap-
proved by the Legislature 
by May 6, 2026, propo-
nents must gather another 
12,429 signatures by July 
1, 2026, in order for the 

question to appear on the 
November 2026 ballot.

Five additional proposals 
are being reviewed to see 
if they contain sufficient 
signatures.

5 POSSIBLE BALLOT QUESTIONS FOR 
NOVEMBER 2026 ELECTION CLEAR ANOTHER HURDLE
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

By Bob Katzen

The House approved and 
sent to the Senate a bill 
that would establish the 
fourth Thursday in March 
as Tuskegee Airmen 
Commemoration Day “in 
recognition of the 

service and sacrifice dur-
ing World War II of the 
Black pilots, bombardiers, 
navigators, flight sur-
geons, nurses, mechanics, 
instructors, crewmembers 
and all support personnel 
who changed the course 
of history.”

Chief sponsor Rep. Mi-
chelle Ciccolo (D-Lexing-
ton) said that these heroes 
embodied excellence 
while facing persistent 
segregation and discrimi-
nation. “This history is in 
danger of being erased by 
the federal government, 

with references to the 
Tuskegee Airmen being 
removed from Air Force 
basic training materials 
until public outcry saw 
the materials restored,” 
said Ciccolo. “Massa-
chusetts should join our 
fellow states in commit-
ting to recognizing and 
remembering this history 
and legacy of excellence.”

“I cosponsored this bill 
to honor the Tuskegee 
Airmen, the first Black 
military pilots, to remind 
generations they repre-
sent courage, excellence 
and the fight for equal-

ity in U.S. history,” said 
co-sponsor Rep. Rodney 
Elliott (D-Lowell). “At 
the time, segregation and 
racism were common, 
and many people wrongly 
believed Black Ameri-
cans couldn’t be effective 
pilots. They broke racial 
barriers and proved that 
Black Americans could 
be effective pilots, even 
in the face of injustice. 
To me they serve as role 
models for leadership, 
service and resilience 
and we owe the Airmen a 
debt of gratitude for their 
service.”

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN COMMEMORATION (H 3306)
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


