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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 5 Continuded to page 12

Continued to page 6

Donate to Local Holiday Gift 
Drives at City Buildings 

Dec. 1-17, 2025

Somerville PD: Another 
Successful Turkey Drive in 

the Books!

$2.3 BILLION SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Somerville’s 2025 Toys for Local Children 20th 
Anniversary December 6th

Please save the date for Somerville’s 2025 Toys for Local Chil-
dren 20th Anniversary December 6th Dilboy Post Somerville 
6pm-10pm tickets $20
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Obituary
Stewart Anderson – Of Medford, 
formerly of Somerville, passed 
away on Wednesday, November 
26, 2025. He was 94 years old. 

Born in Cambridge, he was the 
son of the late Roy H. and Eva M. 
(Sullivan) Anderson.

Stewart enjoyed spending time 
outdoors, whether he was hunt-
ing, fishing, or golfing. Being in 
nature brought him a deep sense 
of peace and comfort, and he 
loved feeling connected to the 
world around him. He also en-
joyed traveling to Florida, where 
the warm weather and beauti-
ful golf courses were among 
his favorite things. Stewart also 
enjoyed spending time in Maine 
and New Hampshire admiring 
the beauty of the nature around 
him.

Above all, Stewart cherished time 
with his family. Whether it was 
a simple dinner out together or 
quiet, meaningful moments at 
home, he treasured every oppor-
tunity to share in their company.

Beloved husband of the late 
Joanne (Rego) Anderson. De-
voted father of Glen Anderson 
and his wife Sandra of Stoneham, 
Debra McEvoy and her husband 
Robert of Medford. Cherished 
grandfather of Robert McEvoy, 
Ryan McEvoy, Kristin Jenkins, 
and Nicole Anderson. Loving 
great-grandfather of Vivienne 
and Eloise. Dear brother of the 

late Warren Anderson, William 
Anderson, Raymond Anderson, 
Grace Zaccardi, George Ander-
son and Donald Anderson. Also 
survived by many loving nieces 
and nephews.

A funeral procession will be held 
from the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broadway 
(Powder House SQ.) on Monday, 
December 8th at 10:30AM. Fol-
lowed by a graveside service at 
Oak Grove Cemetery, Medford at 
11:30AM.

Relatives and friends are invited 
to attend.

Calling hours will be held on 
Sunday, December 7th from 
2:00PM to 4:00PM.

Services will conclude with inter-
ment at Oak Grove Cemetery, 
Medford.

In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made in 
Stewart’s name to Mass General 
Development Office 125 Nashua 
Street, Suite 540 Boston, MA 
02114-1101

Somerville/Medford Remembering Stewart Anderson

Elidia P. Sousa – Of Cambridge, 
passed away peacefully at home 
on Wednesday, November 26. 

She was 95 years old.
Born and raised in Ribeira 
Grande, São Miguel, Azores, 
she was the daughter of the late 
Manuel Pedro and Maria (dos 
Anjos Ponte) de Sousa. Elidia 
was a hardworking woman who 
always made sure her family 
was cared for. She loved being a 
mother, and especially a grand-
mother, roles she cherished 
deeply and fulfilled with great 
devotion. Time spent with her 
family brought her immeasur-

able joy.

Elidia also enjoyed the simple 
pleasure of doing word search-
es, a pastime that brought 
her calm and contentment. A 
deeply religious woman, she 
was devoted to her faith and her 
beloved parish, St. Anthony’s 
in Somerville. She was a proud 
member of the choir and an 
active participant in the parish 
prayer group. Through her 
involvement, she formed many 

close and lasting bonds, consid-
ering her parish community an 
extension of her family.

Elidia will be remembered for 
her unwavering love, her faith, 
and her generous spirit. Her 
legacy lives on in the hearts of 
all who knew and loved her.

Beloved mother of the late 
Celina Hanson and her surviv-
ing husband Mark of NH, and 
the late Carlos Pombeiro and 

his surviving wife Latisha of 
Medford. Cherished and loving 
grandmother of Shaina Licker 
of Tewksbury. Dear sister of 
Mariana Costa of Medford and 
the late Lina Giesta, and Jose 
Sousa. Also lovingly survived 
by her bonus daughter Liz 
Caetano and many loving 
nieces, nephews and extended 
family members.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Emile Joseph

Obituary
It is with profound sadness that 
the family of Emile Joseph an-
nounces his passing on Novem-
ber 23, 2025, at the age of 78. 
Born on April 20, 1947, in Port-
au-Prince, Haiti, Emile lived a 
life marked by unwavering faith, 
dignity, devotion, and service to 
both his family and community.

Emile was the cherished son 
of Ycarise Jean and Emmanuel 
Joseph. From a young age, 
he exemplified strong values, 
deep compassion, and a gener-
ous spirit—qualities he carried 
throughout his life. He was 
united in marriage to his beloved 
wife, Marie Joseph, with whom 
he shared 45 years of love, part-
nership, and dedication.

After immigrating to the United 
States, Emile began a long and 
respected career at Harvard Uni-
versity, where he was known for 
his strong work ethic, depend-
ability, and commitment. Beyond 
his professional life, he possessed 
a special gift for sewing and 
tailoring, generously offering his 
skills to help family, friends, and 
anyone in need. A devout servant 
of God, Emile was a faithful and 
active member of his church, 
giving his time and heart to the 
ministry and community he 

dearly loved.

Emile leaves this earth his de-
voted wife, Marie Joseph, and his 
beloved children:

Bobby Joseph, Frantzy Jo-
seph, Gregory Joseph, Dumy 
Joseph, Emilson Joseph, and 
Daryl Joseph. He leaves behind 
his daughter-in-law, Nagatha 
Joseph. He is also survived by 
his precious grandchildren, who 
brought him immeasurable joy: 
Ayanna Joseph, Nyimma Joseph, 
Hezekiah Joseph, Aaliyah Joseph, 
and Kamren Joseph. He also 
leaves behind his beloved great-
grandchild: Josiah Chery.

Emile is survived by his sister, 
Mathilde Aimé and brother, 
Monterval Joseph, and is pre-
ceded in death by Saint-Armand 
Pierre, and Mathieu Joseph. 
He also leaves behind a host of 
nieces and nephews who loved 

him dearly, including: Wilter Jo-
seph, Lourdia Joseph, Emmanuel 
Joseph, Christina Joseph, Jonette 
Joseph, Mackendy Joseph, Jean 
Robens Sanon, Frantzo Aimé and 
Maryse Pierre.

Emile will always be remembered 
for his warm humor, outgoing 
nature, and the joy he brought 
into every room. He was loving, 
supportive, steadfast, and deeply 
devoted to his role as a husband, 
father, grandfather, and brother. 
His firm yet caring guidance 
shaped the lives of those around 
him, and his presence will 
be profoundly missed. Emile 
Joseph’s legacy of love, faith, hu-
mility, and service will continue 
to live on in the hearts of all who 
had the privilege of knowing 
him. May his soul rest in eternal 
peace.

Special Acknowledgment

The family extends their deepest 
gratitude to Dumy Joseph for 
the exceptional care, dedication, 
and compassion he provided 
throughout Emile’s illness. His 
unwavering commitment—ac-
companying Emile to every med-
ical appointment, ensuring his 
comfort, and offering steadfast 
support—was a true demonstra-
tion of love, honor, and devotion. 
The family will forever remain 
grateful for his selfless service 
during Emile’s final journey.

Funeral Services will begin on 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 
with visitation in the Holy Bible 
Baptist Church, 64 College Ave, 
Somerville from 8:00AM – 
9:00AM with a Funeral Service to 
follow at 9:00AM. Relatives and 
friends invited to attend.

Services will conclude with burial 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, Everett.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Barbara M. (Braudette) Lacey

Somerville/Medford Remembering Elidia P. Sousa

Obituary
Barbara M. (Braudette) Lacey – Of 
Somerville, passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her loving family 
on Friday, November 28, 2025. She 
was 83 years old.

Born in Boston, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Joseph L. and Marion 
A. (Whitter) Braudette. Barbara 
was known for her warm, social 
spirit; truly a social butterfly. She 
cherished gathering with friends 
over a cup of coffee, and if there 
was a social event happening, Bar-
bara was sure to be there, greeting 
everyone with her radiant smile.

Family was at the center of her life. 
She adored her children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren, 
and treasured every moment spent 
with them. Barbara also enjoyed 
simple pleasures, whether it was a 
lively game of bingo or settling in 

to watch wrestling.

Barbara’s infectious smile, joyful 
laughter, and loving presence will 
be deeply missed by all who knew 
her.

Cherished wife of the late Francis 
A. Lacey, Jr. Beloved mother of 
Treasa Sartell of Las Vegas, Sandy 
Lacey of Manfield, Lisa Lacey of 
Florida, Sheila Reardon of NH 
and the late Francis A. Lacey, III. 
Cherished grandmother of David, 
Zachary, Sean, Jay, Sarah, Jacob, Dj, 
Matthew, and Megan. Loving great-
grandmother of Sj, Bailey, Thomas, 
Tanner, Chloe, Hannah, Gemma, 

Avery, Willow, Lyla, Camdon and 
4 on the way. Dear sister of Rita 
Beaudette of Somerville and the 
late Sandy Hamilton and Jane Man-
ning. Also lovingly survived by 
many loving nieces, nephews and 
friends.

Calling Hours will be held in the 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House Sq.) 
on Wednesday, December 3rd from 
9:00AM to 11:00AM. Followed 
by a funeral mass celebrated in St. 
Catherine Church, 179 Summer St., 
at 11:30AM.

Relatives and friends are invited to 

attend.

Interment will be private.

In lieu of flowers memorial contri-
butions may be made in Barbara’s 
name to The Home for the Little 
Wanders, 72 E. Dedham St. Boston, 
MA 02118
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

AS MEDFORD TURNS: CALL THE PIED PIPER TO MEDFORD

First, I cannot imagine a city 
would approve a Charter 
with a Mayor run that could 
be 16v years legally!!! Do not 
think we could want the same 
teacher, good or bad, sixteen 

years! Shows the New mental-
ity of the City. Set aside, let us 
look back on some additions 
here for our TAX $$ or Grants 
during the past four-five years. 
Yes,—– and ______/ A new 

walking path…cheerio for the 
walkers and bikers…but nice 
scenically and socially.

But, most traffic is either by 
car or bus or foot here. How 
about seeing the number of 
fall cases due to bad roads, 
sidewalks in these years. And, 
the surplus in CASH…can 
we have our money back and 
fix all ourselves. TIme for 
the first pledge of the CIty —
SAFETY!!!
Drop a stamp to D.C…do 
not bother with the Gover-
nor, they are on the same 
goal. I support all ADM that 
pledge to help us, safety, new 
NEEDED ideas and their 
time spent..This is just DRAT 

WRONG.

Recently, with part control of 
rodents here, it is annpnced 
statewide – Medford might 
be leading in LESS WASTE 
and fewer PICKUPS> My 
neighbor has three big eating 
children and 1 in diapers…
GREAT for environment?? 
Safety again is ignored. 
Overflow of barrels will harm 
breathing, give off odor, at-
tract rats, and will promote 
the night disposal of tossing 
bags out of cars on streets, in 
business bins already piled, 
and into woods.for more 
rodens and animals. NO GO 
Like many moves here, the 
effects are not seen or IG-

NORED…JUST A GREEN 
FEATHER for Environment 
Grant///more trees? Got 
plenty already…maybe reduce 
our water cost? there’s a good 
fund for the Grant $$.but will 
never happen. If this culmi-
nates in an Act, you need now 
to write to D.C. or gaff it.

Think this may be NO Tyr-
anny NO QUEEN IN MED-
FORD

Hoping for good times and 
2026!
Sharon Deyeso, Longtime 
Resident

Today, the Somerville Police Su-
periors and Patrolmen’s Unions—
joined by our partners in the 
Somerville Firefighters Local 76 
Union and DPW Union—present-
ed the Mystic Learning Center with 
checks to support the Somerville 
Police Community Affairs Unit’s 
5th Annual Turkey Drive.

Thanks to the generosity and team-
work of our unions, over 60 local 
families will enjoy full Thanksgiv-
ing meals this year. Members from 
each union came together with 
the Somerville Court’s Probation 
Department and the Mystic Learn-
ing Center to pack up turkeys and 
all the fixings, then deliver them 
directly to families in need.

It was a great day of service, 
partnership, and community pride. 
We’re incredibly grateful for every-
one who steps up year after year to 
support our neighbors and make 
this tradition possible.

Somerville PD News Updates: Another successful Turkey Drive in the books!
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Maura Healey signed 
into law a $2.3 billion 
fiscal year 2025 budget to 
close out the books on fis-
cal year 2025.

Provisions include $1.67 
billion for MassHealth, 
with a $303 million net 
cost to the state after 
federal reimbursements; 
$374 million for Steward 
hospital payments, with 
a $236 million net cost to 
the state; $10 million for 
Health Care For All to 
conduct a public aware-
ness campaign to inform 

vulnerable populations 
about new Medicaid 
work requirements put in 
place by the recent federal 
spending bill; $5 million 
in for reproductive health 
care; $2.5 million for 
the Committee for Pub-
lic Counsel Services for 
indigent persons; $60.7 
million for snow and ice 
removal; and $50 million 
for the Housing Preser-
vation and Stabilization 
Trust Fund.

Other provisions require 
an investigation into sher-
iffs’ fiscal year 2025 spend-
ing deficits; create a new 

Sports and Entertainment 
Fund initially provided 
with $10 million to sup-
port transportation, public 
safety and other costs 
related to Massachusetts’ 
seven 2026 FIFA World 
Cup matches; criminal-
ize the impersonation of a 
federal officer and in-
crease penalties for imper-
sonating a public official, 
including a federal officer; 
protect unpaid federal 
employees from residen-
tial eviction or foreclosure 
during and immediately 
after any federal shut-
down; and remove the 
automatic requirement of 
a public notice for name-
change petitions filed in 
court.

“This budget represents 
our commitment to deliv-
ering for people on what 
matters in their lives,” 
said Gov. Healey. “It will 
make things more afford-
able, promote vaccine and 
health care access for our 
kids and families in the 
face of attacks from the 
federal government and 
protect public safety in 
our communities. While 

President Trump is in-
creasing costs and cutting 
funding from states, this 
budget is balanced and 
protects taxpayer dollars.”

“With the next fiscal year 
well underway, it is critical 
that we close the books on 
fiscal year 2025 with a bal-
anced budget that delivers 
for Massachusetts com-
munities,” said Lt. Gov. 
Kim Driscoll. “This bill 
reflects our commitment 
to responsibly manag-
ing state spending and 
stretching every dollar in 
service of Massachusetts 
residents.”

“The governor and Leg-
islature put the finishing 
touches on a supplemental 
budget that was full of 
gravy for their pet proj-
ects, and not prioritiz-
ing the taxpayers of the 
commonwealth,” said Paul 
Craney, executive director 
of the Mass Fiscal Alli-
ance which opposed the 
budget. “If you can imag-
ine a Thanksgiving feast, 
the taxpayers were on the 
table and not at the table. 
Our hard-earned money 

was being carved up for 
misguided priorities. 
Spending billions of dol-
lars on items that do not 
grow jobs, reduce energy 
costs or make our state 
more economically com-
petitive is utterly foolish 
but that’s what this supple-
mental budget represents.”

None of the nine rep-
resentatives who voted 
against the budget when 
it was approved by the 
Legislature responded 
to repeated requests by 
Beacon Hill Roll Call ask-
ing them why they voted 
against it. Those nine 
representatives are Reps. 
Donald Berthiaume (R-
Spencer), Nicholas Boldy-
ga (R-Southwick), Colleen 
Garry (D-Dracut), John 
Gaskey (R-Carver), Marc 
Lombardo (R-Billerica), 
Joseph McKenna (R-
Sutton), Alyson Sullivan-
Almeida (R-Abington), 
Kenneth Sweezey (R-Han-
son) and Justin Thurber 
(R-Somerset).

$2.3 BILLION SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (H 4761)
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Join the Somerville Pedestrian and Transit Advisory Committee

SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville is seeking four new 
volunteer members to join the 
Somerville Pedestrian and Transit 
Advisory Committee (PTAC). 
These vacancies are for volunteer 
members who are passionate about 

local pedestrian and/or transit 
issues.

What is the Pedestrian and Transit 
Advisory Committee?

The PTAC advises the City on proj-
ects, policy, and programs related 
to walking, rolling, and transit as a 
means of transportation in Somer-
ville and works to create a safer and 
more equitable built environment 
for people of all ages and abilities. 
Members review City project and 
plans to provide recommendations, 
work with City staff to engage 
residents for input and information 
about City projects, and collaborate 

with other transportation orga-
nizations at the local, state, and 
national level.

Who Can Join?
Eligible applicants must live or 
work in Somerville.
What is the Time Commitment?
The PTAC meets in a hybrid 
fashion on the third Thursday of 
each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
In addition, members may spend 
additional time reviewing projects 
and program materials, participat-
ing in a subcommittee, or assisting 
with outreach events, for an overall 
time commitment of 4 hours per 
month.

What is the Appointment Process?
Members are appointed to 2-year 
terms in a volunteer capacity. 
A team of City Staff and PTAC 
members review applications and 
interview potential candidates. 
Following interviews, this group 
of PTAC members will share 
their recommendations with the 
full committee and vote to move 
forward with recommending ap-
pointing the new members.

How Do I Apply?
Please complete the online ap-
plication at bit.ly/somptac or call 
311 (617-666-3311) for assistance. 
Applications are due by 12 p.m. 

(noon) on Thursday, December 18, 
2025.

For questions or more information, 
contact the Mobility Division at 
transportation@somervillema.gov 
or call 311.

Robert T. Maher – Of Easton, 
passed away on October 31, 
2025. He was 45 years old.

He was the son of the late 
Robert T. Maher and Mary L. 
(Driscoll) Maher.
An interment will be sched-

uled at a later date.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Robert T. Maher

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial approval 
to a bill that would designate 
the Jurassic Armored Mud Ball 
(JAMB) as the official sedimen-
tary structure of the state.

Supporters said that these 
mud balls are one of the rarest 
sedimentary structures in the 
world, representing a unique 

geologic environment and are 
only easily seen in Massachu-
setts. They noted that they can 
be found in Greenfield, Turners 
Falls, Gill and Deerfield.

Richard Little, Professor 
Emeritus of Greenfield Com-
munity College is leading the 
fight to preserve and publicize 
the JAMB.

“The intriguing and amus-
ingly named armored mud balls 
formed as mud rolled down 
flooding streams and became 
coated with pebbles – the 
armor,” said Little. “These sedi-
mentary structures are so rare 
that, in the whole world, they 
are only easily seen in the red 
sedimentary rocks of the Con-
necticut River Valley of Mas-
sachusetts. Officially celebrating 

them as one of Massachusetts’ 
symbols, will preserve them for 
future generations. After all, 
they are in the same Jurassic 
rock layers as our State Dino-
saur (Podokesaurus) and State 
Fossil (Dino Footprints). That 
is why I am leading a working 
group of scientists and citizens 
to preserve these rare features.”

Advocates also note that 

famous Greenfield native and 
magician, Penn Jillette of Penn 
and Teller once said, “I may 
live in Las Vegas and travel the 
world, but my armored mud 
balls will always be in Green-
field. Let’s protect them.”

MAKE JURASSIC ARMORED MUD BALL 
THE OFFICIAL SEDIMENTARY STRUCTURE OF THE STATE (H 3438)

Obituary
Emanuela G. (Ataldo) Achin, 

of Somerville, passed away 
on November 30, 2025, she 
was 73. Known by many as 
“Mannie”, she was born in 
Verona, Italy the daughter of 

the late Maria (Magro) and 
Sergio Ataldo.
Complete obituary to follow.
A visitation will be held in St. 
Clement Church, 71 Warner 

Street Medford/Somerville 
line on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9th from 10:00AM to 
11:00AM followed by her 
Funeral Mass celebrated 

at 11:00AM. Relatives and 
friends invited to attend. 
Services will conclude with 
entombment at Woodlawn 
Mausoleum, Everett.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Emanuela G. (Ataldo) Achint

Somerville/Medford Remembering Nancy A. (Musto) Mears
Obituary
Nancy A. (Musto) Mears – Of Somer-
ville, passed away peacefully in her 
home on Sunday, November 30, 2025. 
She was 86 years old.

Born, raised, and educated in Somer-
ville, Nancy was the devoted daughter 
of the late James and Selena (Joseph) 

Musto.
Nancy was a stylish, vibrant woman 
with a signature elegance all her own. 
She always had her hair perfectly done, 
her nails beautifully polished, and her 
makeup placed with care and precision. 
A true fashionista, she loved to shop! 
Whether she was searching for the 
perfect new outfit or finding something 

special for her home.

Nancy enjoyed a long and successful 
career as a legal secretary at Goodwin 
& Procter, where she worked faith-
fully until the age of 75. She was deeply 
proud of her work, her professionalism, 
and the relationships she built over the 
years.

She also loved to walk. For decades, 
neighbors could spot Nancy strolling up 
and down Highland Avenue, enjoying 
the day, greeting familiar faces, and tak-
ing in the rhythm of the neighborhood.
Beloved wife of the late James Mears. 
Loving cousin to Nicole Ryan and her 
children Kia Ryan, Kyle Hodge, Kylee 
Hodge, Kyla Hodge, Mia Miller and 

Christian O’Malley all of Somerville. 
She is also lovingly survived by her 
dear friends.

A private burial will take place with 
her being laid to rest with her beloved 
family at Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cam-
bridge.
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

$3.65 BILLION TO MODERNIZE BAY STATE PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES (H 4750)
By Bob Katzen

House 146-5, approved and sent 
to the Senate a bill that funds the 
modernization of Bay State pub-
lic colleges and universities by 
using the revenue from the 2022 
voter-approved law, known as the 
Millionaire’s Tax, that imposes 
an additional 4 percent income 
tax, in addition to the current 
flat 5 percent one, on taxpayers’ 
earnings of more than $1 million 
annually.

Provisions include $1.25 billion 
for the UMass system; $1.25 
billion for nine state university 
campuses and 15 community col-
lege campuses; $275 million for 
upgrades to MassArt; $100 mil-
lion for the transition of campus 
facilities and property into hous-
ing and mixed-use developments; 
$80 million for costs associated 
with decarbonization and energy 
efficiency; $120 million for lab 

modernization, projects at com-
munity colleges to support col-
laboration with vocational tech-
nical schools and projects related 
to student health and well-being; 
$50 million for a grant program 
for general improvements and 
climate-related upgrade; $20 
million for enhancing remote or 
hybrid learning; and $100 million 
for a grant program for improve-
ments to upgrade and expand 
career technical education and 
training programs.

“The [bill] will ensure that stu-
dents across the state learn and 
train in modern, high-quality 
campus facilities, while strength-
ening Massachusetts’ competi-
tiveness in research and innova-
tion,” said House Speaker Ron 
Mariano (D-Quincy). “Building 
on the commonwealth’s increases 
in student financial aid, and on 
our commitment to making 
higher education more accessible 

and affordable, especially for low-
income students, Massachusetts 
is undertaking a generational 
reinvestment in educating our 
residents and strengthening our 
higher education system.”

“The [bill] will help usher in a 
new era for public higher educa-
tion in Massachusetts,” said Rep. 
Dave Rogers (D-Cambridge), 
House Chair of the Commit-
tee on Higher Education. “The 
House has created free com-
munity college, exponentially 
increased financial aid and now 
[this bill] invests nearly $3.65 
billion in public higher education 
campuses statewide. This new 
investment will: address essential 
campus infrastructure needs, 
develop modern learning spaces 
and decrease reliance on fossil 
fuels.”

“The [bill] will modernize every 
public higher education campus 

in Massachusetts,” said Rep. 
Mike Finn (D-West Springfield), 
House Chair of the Committee 
on Bonding, Capital Expen-
ditures and State Assets. “This 
investment will spur economic 
development creating good-
paying jobs, and deliver cleaner, 
state-of-the-art facilities that will 
prepare our students to lead in a 
competitive, sustainable future.”

None of the five representa-
tives who voted against the bill 
responded to repeated requests 
by Beacon Hill Roll Call asking 
them why they voted against 
it. Those five representatives 
are Reps. Nicholas Boldyga 
(R-Southwick), John Gaskey 
(R-Carver), Marc Lombardo 
(R-Billerica), Alyson Sullivan-Al-
meida (R-Abington) and Kenneth 
Sweezey (R-Hanson).

“While it’s very important to have 
high quality public colleges, not 

everyone goes to college,” said 
Paul Craney, executive director of 
the Mass Fiscal Alliance. “These 
funds could have been used for 
expenditures that impact more 
people, like repairing and main-
taining our roads and bridges or 
as local aide to offset costs in lo-
cal municipal public education.”

(A Yes” vote is for the $3.65 bil-
lion bill. A “No” vote is against 
it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Didn’t 
Vote Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

The Judiciary Committee’s 
hearing also included a mea-
sure that supporters say will 
protect the public from street 
takeovers by giving cities and 
towns the necessary tools to 
combat the Street Takeover 
Public Safety Crisis.

The bill would prohibit the 
reckless or negligent op-
eration of a group of two or 

more vehicles in a public 
place or at a business or com-
mercial property in a way 
that hinders the movement 
of other vehicles. Violators 
would be subject to up to a 
2.5-year prison sentence and 
a fine of up to $2,000. The 
measure also imposes up to a 
1-year prison sentence and/or 
up to a $500 fine on anyone 
who is convicted of disorderly 
conduct or disturbing the 
peace while wearing a mask.

Another provision would 
sharply distinguish street 
takeovers from traditional 
reckless operation of a 
vehicle; allow for the forfei-
ture of vehicles utilized in 
street takeovers; and provides 
municipalities with the funds 
received from the sale of the 
forfeited vehicles.

Supporters said they filed the 
bill in response to the rash 
of dangerous street take-

over events across the state, 
resulting in several arrests, 
injuries and damaged prop-
erty including a Boston Police 
vehicle which was burned 
while officers were respond-
ing to a recent street takeover 
incident.

Sponsor Rep. Christopher 
Markey (D-Dartmouth) said 
he is deeply concerned by 
the danger that recent street 
takeover incidents represent 

to public safety. “We have al-
ready seen multiple instances 
where property was dam-
aged, law enforcement was 
assaulted and bystanders were 
injured,” said Markey. “This 
legislation takes an important 
step by giving law enforce-
ment and municipalities the 
necessary tools to combat the 
crisis.”

COMBAT STREET TAKEOVERS (H 4736)

Legal Ad Notice
THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, 
BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT 
THROUGH A SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAP-
TER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, 
HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 
WITH THE ADDITION OF THE 
FOLLOWING:
2025-87 Article V Section 5-15 “Ac-
cessible Parking” is amended with the 
addition of the
following locations: 20 Fairfax St, 28 
Hinckley St, 27 Pennsylvania Ave.
2025-88 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety 
Zones” is amended with the addition of 
the following
locations: Lake St extending 20 ft east-
erly from Olive Sq, Lake St extending 
20 ft westerly from
Olive Sq.
2025-89 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Park-

ing Meter Locations and Regulations” 
is amended with the
addition of the following: third and 
fourth meters on the east side of New-
bury St at Holland St
are restricted for use by actively charg-
ing electric vehicles only.
2025-90 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Park-
ing Meter Locations and Regulations” 
is amended with the
addition of the following location: the 
first space on the east side of Josephine 
Ave at Broadway.
2025-91 Article V Section 5-15 “Ac-
cessible Parking” is amended with the 
addition of the
following location: first space on the 
west side of Josephine Ave at Broadway.
2025-92 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Park-
ing Meter Locations and Regulations” 
is amended with the
addition of the following location: two 

meters on the east side of Josephine 
Ave at Broadway are
restricted for use by actively charging 
electric vehicles only.
2025-93 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking 
Location and Prohibitions” is amended 
with the addition
of the following location: two spaces 
at 139 Hudson St restricted for use by 
actively charging
electric vehicles only, permit required, 
3 hour limit, head in parking only.
2025-94 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking 
Location and Prohibitions” is amended 
with the addition
of the following location: two spaces 
opposite 63 Evergreen Ave restricted 
for use by actively
charging electric vehicles only, permit 
required, 3 hour limit.
2025-95 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking 
Location and Prohibitions” is amended 

with the addition
of the following location: two spaces 
opposite 51 Munroe St restricted for 
use by actively
charging electric vehicles only, 3 hour 
limit.
2025-96 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Park-
ing Meter Locations and Regulations” 
is amended with the
addition of the following: third and 
fourth meters on the east side of Stone 
Ave at Union Square
are restricted for use by actively charg-
ing electric vehicles only.

PROMULGATED: NOVEMBER 13, 
2025
ADVERTISED: NOVEMBER 25, 2025
DECEMBER 2, 2025
DECEMBER 9, 2025

EFFECTIVE: DECEMBER 17, 2025

_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly
11/25/25, 12/02/25, 12/09/25
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Donate to Local Holiday Gift Drives at City Buildings Dec. 1-17, 2025
City supporting two local 
holiday gift drives for chil-
dren and teens

SOMERVILLE – In the 
giving spirit of the season, 
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne is 
announcing the City’s annual 
support of local holiday gift 
and toy donation drives. Toy 
and gift donation collec-
tion boxes will be placed at 
City buildings, libraries, and 
firehouses from Monday, De-
cember 1, through Wednes-
day, December 17. Donated 
gifts will support two com-
munity gift drives for families 
in need of gifts for children 
and teens this holiday season.

All gifts will be distributed to 
families by two local efforts: 

Toys for Local Children, a 
long-standing local charity 
that organizes annual holiday 
gift drives, and The Somer-
ville Toy Drive (somervil-
letoydrive.org), an initiative 
organized by community 
members (including the 
organizers of the MAMAS 
Mutual Aid Medford and 
Somerville annual gift drive 
as well as other residents). 
More information on their 
gift drives and other ways to 
help can be found at toysfor-
localchildren.org or via email 
at somervilletoydrive@gmail.
com.

What to Donate:
To donate, please bring new, 
unwrapped toys and gifts for 
children as well as age-appro-

priate gifts for teens. Please 
donate only new items. Gifts 
are needed for all ages from 
infants to age 14. Gifts are 
especially welcome for ages 
0-2 years and 8-14 years.

Where to Donate:
Donate at the following 
Somerville City buildings, 
libraries, and firehouses. Col-
lection boxes will be in place 
from Monday, December 1, 
through Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17, at 4:30 p.m.:

Locations and Boxes:
Note: Boxes located inside 
City buildings are only acces-
sible during normal business 
hours
City Hall, 93 Highland 
Avenue, Welcome Desk, 1st 

floor, and Mayor’s Office, 
2nd floor 
Somerville Central Library, 
79 Highland Avenue
Somerville West Branch Li-
brary, 40 College Avenue
Somerville East Branch Li-
brary, 115 Broadway
City Hall Annex, 50 Ever-
green Avenue
DPW Building, One Franey 
Road
Council on Aging Offices, 
167 Holland Street
Somerville Police Headquar-
ters lobby, 220 Washington 
Street
Fire Stations:
Somerville Fire Department 
Headquarters, 266 Broadway
Highland Ave. Station, 265 
Highland Avenue
Union Square Station, 255 

Somerville Avenue
Teele Square Station, 6 
Newbury Street (corner of 
Holland Street)
Lowell Street Station, 651 
Somerville Avenue (corner of 
Lowell Street)
Assembly Square Station, 455 
Middlesex Avenue
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate approved 
and sent to Gov. Healey legisla-
tion that would expand the cur-
rent law which punishes anyone 
who commits assault and bat-
tery against a public employee 
including police officers, fire-
fighters and emergency medical 
personnel. The bill ensures that 
all transit workers are covered, 
including those who are not 
directly employed by the state, 
such as workers employed by 
Keolis, the state’s contracted 
commuter rail operator. The bill 
would also add “assault and bat-
tery by means of a bodily sub-
stance including saliva, blood or 
urine” to the current law.

“Transit workers are among the 
most essential employees of our 
commonwealth, carrying out the 
steady and often unseen work 
that allows tens of thousands of 
people to travel safely and reli-
ably each day,” said Senate spon-
sor Sen. Nick Collins (D-South 
Boston). “Their commitment 
keeps our cities moving, even 
under challenging and unpre-
dictable circumstances. When 
the rights and safety of these 
workers are impinged upon, it is 
an affront to the invaluable ser-
vice they provide and the trust 
the public places in them.”

Collins continued, “We must 

remain vigilant in safeguarding 
their wellbeing as they encoun-
ter nearly every facet of public 
life in this line of work. With 
the passage of this legislation, 
strengthening protections and 
expanding the definition of what 
constitutes an assault against a 
transit worker, we are sending 
a clear message that we do not 
take their hard work for granted 
and that we stand firmly behind 
those who keep our common-
wealth connected.”

“Our transit workers provide 
critical services all over the 
commonwealth, yet are many 
times assaulted by the very cus-
tomers they serve,” said House 
sponsor Rep. Joe McGonagle 
(D-Everett). “I am so thrilled 
that both the House and Senate 
prioritized this important issue. 
The right to feel safe and sup-
ported on the job is just that, a 
right. I’m also extremely grateful 
to the brave men and women 
who came forward to share their 
stories. I look forward to Gov. 
Healey signing this bill swiftly.”

PROTECT ALL PUBLIC TRANSIT WORKERS 
FROM ASSAULT AND BATTERY (S 2697)

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 11/25/2025, 12/02/2025

Legal Ad Notice
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! 🐕

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey Billy
My name is Danielle we’ve met a few 
times before, I’m a firefighter in Somer-
ville. I just came out with a children’s 
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life, 
first responder therapy, dog and rescue 
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge 
following. Any shout out about the book 
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available 
currently on Amazon and hopefully in 
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is
Millie the brave

https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp

HI my name is Joe LoRusso a North 
Reading Resident and Ted Williams Camp 
Alum, Volunteer for the Jimmy Fund, and 
raising money for the Jimmy Fund, and 
have been for many years to help strike 
out cancer in Children & Adults.

The event I’m running is a expected to 
draw a lot of people, a great evening of 
laughs, great food and giving away great 
door prizes; so get your tickets early, by 
scanning the QR Code on flier or on 
Eventbrite website, they are going quick. 
Thank you all in advance for your sup-
port.

KOWLOON COMEDY NIGHT FEBRUARY 27, 2026
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Somerville Residents Invited to Be “Loyal to Local” Businesses This Season

By Bob Katzen

House 153-0, approved and sent to 
the Senate a bill that supporters said 
would strengthen protections for 
health care workers, establish pre-
ventive and protective standards to 
reduce the risk of violence, improve 
health care facility incident reporting, 
enhance interagency coordination 
to safeguard privacy and create legal 
protections for certain employees 
harmed in the line of duty.

Another key section would establish 
that employees, directly employed 
by a health care employer, who suf-
fer workplace violence resulting in 
bodily injury or serious bodily injury 
are entitled to paid leave without 
using any vacation, sick or personal 
time.

Supporters said that every 38 min-
utes in Massachusetts health care 
facilities, someone, most often a 
clinician or an employee, is physically 
assaulted, endures verbal abuse or is 

threatened — most often in emer-
gency rooms, inpatient units and 
psychiatric units, according to the 
Massachusetts Health and Hospital 
Association.

“Every day, health care workers 
face an imminent risk of workplace 
violence,” said Rep. John Lawn (D-
Watertown), lead sponsor of the bill 
and House Chair of the Committee 
on Health Care Financing. “This bill 
takes decisive action to ensure our 
laws reflect our values and deliver 

real protections for those who protect 
us.”

“Every day frontline health care 
workers are asked to do their jobs 
under the threat of violence,” said 
Rep. Dan Cahill (D-Lynn), House 
Chair of the Committee on Public 
Safety and Homeland Security. “This 
bill makes it clear that protecting 
our health care workers is a mat-
ter of public safety and an urgent 
responsibility. By requiring health 
care employers to assess risks, train 

staff, report incidents and respond 
to violence with real accountability, 
we are taking long overdue steps to 
ensure that no worker stands alone in 
harm’s way.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes 
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

City sharing tips and tools to help community
support local businesses all winter long

SOMERVILLE – One-of-a-kind gifts, tasty foods, 
great entertainment, artist markets, and fun events 
await this holiday season (and winter!) in Somer-
ville, and Mayor Katjana Ballantyne wants to be 
sure the community seizes these opportunities to 
support Somerville’s local businesses all winter long 
by shopping, dining, and going out local as part of 
the City’s “Loyal to Local” initiative.

“Across the country, communities are gearing up 
to celebrate Small Business Saturday this week. In 
Somerville, we know the goal is not just to shop 
locally one day a year, but all 365 days of the year,” 
said Mayor Ballantyne. “If you’re heading out 
anyway, let’s keep it local and shop, dine, go out, 
and seek services from the local and small busi-
nesses that help keep our city vibrant and a great 
place to live.”

Loyal to Local Website and Calendar

Opportunities to stay loyal to local businesses 
abound in Somerville. This winter, residents look-
ing to discover new places to shop, dine, catch a 
show, or seek a service can visit somervillema.gov/
loyal2local for updates and events (a few are up 
now, more to come!).

In December, the City will also publish a “Ways to 
Stay Loyal to Local” calendar, available online and 
at community locations throughout the season. 
The resources will share how residents can help 
Somerville’s businesses and keep their dollars in the 
community, whether by exploring neighborhood 
shops, attending local holiday markets, dining at 
independent restaurants, seeking local services, 
or sharing favorite businesses with friends and 
neighbors.

Upcoming Events

There are great local business events to kick off the 
holiday shopping season in Somerville. This is just 
a sampling. More to come on the Loyal 2 Local 
Calendar including local artist markets too.

Small Business Saturday at Bow, Saturday, 11/29: 
Head to Bow Market from 11a.m.- 6 p.m. you’ll 
find retail, food & drink specials, the annual maker 
market & “shop small win big” prize challenges. 
More at http://www.bowmarketsomerville.com
Davis Square Holidate, Saturday 12/6: Shop, dine, 
and chill out all day and eve amid holiday lights 
and enjoy holiday specials, sales, giveaways, a raffle, 
and more throughout the Square as Davis Square 
merchants host the first ever Davis Square Holidate.
Eat Out in East, every Wednesday: Each Wednes-
day, 4-8 p.m. (or really anytime) East Somerville 
Main Streets invites folks to Eat Out on East (East 
Broadway that is). Gift cards to local eateries and 
bakeries can make great holiday gifts too. More at 

eastsomervillemainstreets.org/eatoutineast.
Union Square Jingle, Sunday 12/7: Head to Union 
Square from 1 to 6 p.m., shop, sip, follow the 
Festivus Trail, enjoy window displays and holiday 
lights, pose with crazy inflatables, vie for prizes, 
take Elfie Selfies, and more. More at unionsquare-
main.org/events

“Somerville’s small businesses are the heart of our 
neighborhoods,” said Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne. “When you shop small, you’re investing in 
community jobs, supporting local families, and 
strengthening the places that make Somerville feel 
like home.”

The Loyal to Local campaign, led by the City’s Eco-
nomic Development and Communications teams 
aims to uplift the small businesses that fuel Somer-
ville’s economy, preserve its unique character, and 
keep its commercial districts vibrant year-round.

WORKPLACE VIOLENCE IN HEALTH CARE FACILITIES (H 4767)

On 12/4, at 6:30PM, #Mass-
DOT will hold an in person 
design public hearing for the 
#Somerville/#Cambridge – 
McGrath Highway (Route 28) 
roadway reconstruction project 
(McGrath Boulevard)

Location: Somerville High 
School,
81 Highland Avenue, Somerville

http://www.mass.gov/event/
somervillecambridge-mcgrath-
highway-route-28-roadway-
reconstruction-project-
mcgrath-boulevard-open-
house-12-04-2025

A live virtual Design Public 
Hearing (DPH) and an Open 
House will be hosted to provide 
the public with the opportunity 
to become fully acquainted with 

the proposed roadway recon-
struction project on McGrath 
Highway. All views and com-
ments submitted in response to 
the meetings will be reviewed 
and considered to the maximum 
extent possible. The proposed 
project consists of the recon-
struction of McGrath Highway 
(Route 28) between Broadway in 
Somerville and 3rd St in Cam-
bridge. The current design pro-

poses to remove the McCarthy 
Overpass and replace it with a 
surface boulevard-style roadway 
with at-grade signalized intersec-
tions. The project includes the 
provision, expansion, and en-
hancement of pedestrian, bicycle, 
and transit facilities.

How will this affect you?

The project focuses on improving 

community connectivity between 
different neighborhoods and 
accommodation for all roadway 
users. The project also includes 
safety improvements, increased 
green space, physical separation 
of bicycles and pedestrians from 
motor vehicles wherever feasible, 
and the removal of a physical 
and visual barrier (the overpass) 
within the community.

Design Public Hearing (Virtual) and Open House – 
Somerville / Cambridge – McGrath Boulevard What is happening?
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

OKUR-CHUNG NEURODEVELOPMENT SYDROME (OCNDS) AWARENESS DAY (H 3366)
By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial 
approval to legislation 
designating April 5 as 
Okur-Chung Neurode-
velopmental Syndrome 
Awareness Day.

According to the National 
Library of Medicine, 
“Individuals with OCNDS 
frequently have nonspecif-
ic clinical features, delayed 
language development, 
motor delay, intellectual 
disability (typically in the 
mild-to-moderate range), 

generalized hypotonia 
starting in infancy, dif-
ficulty feeding and non-
specific dysmorphic facial 
features.

Lead sponsor Rep. Kristin 
Kassner (D-Hamilton) 
said that she filed this bill 

on behalf of her constitu-
ent Jillian Kavanagh, who 
brought OCNDS to her 
attention. Kassner said, 
“OCNDS is rare and dif-
ficult to diagnose, but if 
caught early, there are 
treatments that can lead 
to better outcomes. Our 

goal in filing this bill was 
to raise awareness of the 
syndrome, which can lead 
to earlier diagnoses that 
truly improve the qual-
ity of life for patients and 
their families.”

Somerville Police are actively 
investigating multiple residen-
tial break-ins that occurred 
in a section of Ward 2, spe-
cifically along Harold Street, 
Wyatt Street, and Dimick Street, 
between November 22 and 
November 23. Two of these 
incidents took place at night be-
tween 9:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

A possible suspect has been 
described as a male with a dark 
complexion, operating a scooter 
and wearing a puffy jacket.

Residents and visitors in this 
area are encouraged to remain 
vigilant and take reasonable 

safety precautions. Please 
ensure all doors, windows, and 
other entry points to your home 
are properly secured. Con-
sider leaving porch lights and 
some interior lights on, as the 
suspect(s) appear to be target-
ing homes when occupants are 
away.

Somerville Police are working 
closely with partner agencies to 
investigate all reported break-
ins. If you observe any suspi-
cious persons or activity, please 
contact 911 immediately.

Somerville Police Department Public Safety Advisory:
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Detour will be in place 24 hours a day to 
facilitate construction of raised crossing

SOMERVILLE – Beginning this upcoming 
Monday, December 1, City contractors plan 
to construct a raised crossing to improve 
safety at the intersection of Somerville 
Avenue and Central Street.

This work will require westbound (traveling 
toward Porter Square) motor vehicle traffic 
on Somerville Avenue to be detoured at 
Park Street.
Once in effect, this detour will be in place 24 
hours a day until Thursday, December 4, at 
approximately 4 p.m.

Somerville Avenue Detour and Other Con-
struction Impacts
Westbound traffic on Somerville Avenue 

(toward Porter Square) will be directed left 
on Park Street and right on Beacon Street to 
return to Somerville Avenue.
Eastbound traffic will be allowed to proceed 
while work is underway.
Please proceed carefully when traveling 
through work zones.
Sidewalks in both directions will remain 
open.
Access will be maintained for emergency 
vehicles.

MBTA 83/87 outbound service (westbound 
toward Porter Square) service will also be 
detoured.

Outbound stops along Somerville Avenue 

between Beacon Street and Park Street will 
be temporary closed.
o Connect to route 83 at Beacon St. at Park 
St. or Somerville Ave. at Mossland St.
o Connect to route 87 at Somerville Ave. at 
Loring St. or Elm St. at Porter St.
Visit mbta.com/bus or see signage posted at 
affected stops for more information.

Elevated noise levels from construction 
equipment and vehicles are anticipated.
Active construction hours are weekdays, 7 
a.m. to approximately 4 p.m.

For more information including full detour 
maps, please visit somervillema.gov/som-
centralpave.

More About This Work
The City of Somerville is working to make 
the intersection of Somerville Avenue and 
Central Street safer for everyone traveling 
through it by installing a new raised cross-
walk and other traffic calming (somervil-
lema.gov/trafficcalming) features.

The new design also includes improved bus 
stops to streamline service and provide a 
dedicated waiting area for people taking the 
bus. Short segments of protected bike lanes 
will also be installed near bus stops on both 
sides of the street to increase safety.

Somerville Ave. Westbound Traffic Detoured at Park St., 12/1 – 12/4

PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION BASED ON A PERSON’S HEIGHT (H 1820)
By Bob Katzen

The Judiciary Committee 
held a hearing on legislation 
that would provide increased 
protection from harassment 
and discrimination on the basis 
of height, by adding height as a 
protected characteristic across 
Massachusetts civil rights and 
hate-crime laws.

The measure also creates a new 
law that prohibits photograph-

ing or videotaping a person 
with a disability without the 
person’s consent. Anyone who 
conveys such a photograph 
or video by electronic com-
munication or publishes the 
photograph in print for the sole 
purpose of harassing or annoy-
ing the person or the person’s 
family, would be subject to up 
to a 3-month prison sentence 
and/or a fine of up to $500.

Supporters said the bill would 

strengthen anti-discrimination 
statutes, enhance protections 
for students, update hate-crime 
definition and direct the Mas-
sachusetts Commission Against 
Discrimination to enforce these 
new safeguards. They argued 
that the proposal would ensure 
that individuals cannot be 
denied opportunities, treated 
unfairly or subjected to bias-
motivated harassment simply 
because of their height.

“Everyone deserves to live, 
work and learn in an environ-
ment free from discrimination,” 
said co-sponsor Rep. Angelo 
Puppolo (D-Springfield). “[The 
bill] takes a meaningful step 
toward ensuring that no one 
is targeted, bullied or denied 
opportunity because of their 
height. This bill is about fair-
ness, dignity and strengthening 
Massachusetts’ commitment to 
equal treatment for all.”

Rep. Michael Kushmerek 
(D-Fitchburg), the co-sponsor 
of the bill, did not respond to 
repeated requests by Beacon 
Hill Roll Call asking him to 
comment on his bill.
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The Somerville Police Department is Now Accepting Direct Hires!
We’re looking for dedicated, 
motivated individuals ready to 
serve one of the most diverse 
and dynamic communities in 
the Northeast.

If you’re MPTC-trained and 
looking for a department that 
values teamwork, community 
engagement, career growth, and 
competitive benefits — this is 
your opportunity.

Join our team and make a real 
impact.

Apply at: CityOfSomerville.Ap-
plyToJob.com

Beginning this upcoming 
Monday, December 1, City 
contractors plan to construct 
a raised crossing to improve 
safety at the intersection 
of Somerville Avenue and 
Central Street.

This work will require 
westbound (traveling toward 
Porter Square) motor vehicle 

traffic on Somerville Avenue 
to be detoured at Park Street.
Once in effect, this detour 
will be in place 24 hours a 
day until Thursday, Decem-
ber 4, at approximately 4 
p.m.

MBTA 83/87 outbound 
service (westbound toward 
Porter Square) service will 

also be detoured. Visit mbta.
com/bus for details. For 
more information including 
full detour maps, please visit 
somervillema.gov/somcen-
tralpave.

Dedicated Bike Lanes Coming To Somerville Avenue

Crime Log October 28 to 
November 3, 2025

Assault

25068532: On 11/2/25 at 
approximately 10:43 PM, 
Somerville Police responded 
to Assembly Row for report 

of a person stabbed. Upon 
arrival, officers located two 
juvenile males suffering from 
minor stab wounds. They 
stated they got into a fight and 
stabbed each other.

Assault

25068282: On 11/1/25 at 
approximately 5:55 PM, 
Somerville Police took a re-
port regarding a past assault. 
The victim stated he was at 
a business on Elm St and an 
employee grabbed him by the 
throat.

Other Crimes:

1 MV Theft
6 Car Breaks
7 Bike Thefts
6 Vandalisms
4 Package Thefts

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Annual Christmas tree (12/4) 
and menorah (12/15) lightings; 
Grand Union Flag Raising (1/1);
Join in or embark on a self-guid-
ed Illuminations tour, and…
Don’t forget the annual Holiday 
Gift Drive

SOMERVILLE—’Tis the season 
for community cheer. Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and the 
Somerville Arts Council (SAC) 

invite the Somerville community 
to join in the City’s 2025 holiday 
celebrations. Once again, the 
City Hall concourse will be aglow 
with festive Christmas tree and 
menorah lighting events that will 
include snacks, refreshments, 
entertainment, and gifts for 
children.

Community members are also 
invited to experience sparkling 
holiday displays created by their 
neighbors when they embark on 
a self-guided Illuminations tour. 
Start the year off with the annual 
Grand Union Flag Raising on 
New Years Day. Gift donations 
are also welcome for the City’s 
annual support of local Holiday 
Gift Drives. More details about 
each event and opportunity are 
below.

Christmas Tree Lighting
Date: Thursday, December 4, 

2025 (Rain date: December 9)
Start Time: 5 p.m.
Location: City Hall Concourse 
(93 Highland Ave.)
Activities: Music, treats, Christ-
mas tree lighting, children’s gifts, 
and Santa’s grand entrance on a 
shiny red fire truck followed by 
visits and photos with Santa.

Menorah Lighting
Date: Monday, December 15, 
2025 (Rain date: December 16)
Start Time: 6 p.m.
Location: City Hall Concourse 
(93 Highland Ave.)
Activities: Music, words, treats, 
Menorah lighting, and gifts for 
children.

Holiday Gift Drives
Each December, the City 
celebrates the season of giving 
by supporting local holiday gift 
drives. Check back soon on the 
City website (somervillema.

gov/news) or sign up for the 
City e-newsletter at http://www.
somervillema.gov/subscribe for 
coming details on how you can 
contribute.

Illuminations Tour
Dates: December 12, 2025-Janu-
ary 12, 2026
o Showcase your creativity and 
add your home or business to 
the online Illuminations map by 
Thursday, December 11 (somer-
villeartscouncil.org/illumina-
tions-submit-a-listing)
o Take a self-guided tour using 
the published map starting Fri-
day, December 12
o Join the Illuminations bike tour 
on Sunday, December 13 (rain 
date: December 14) at 5:45 p.m. 
Meet in front of City Hall (93 
Highland Ave.)
Visit somervilleartscouncil.
org/events/illuminations2025 
to access the map and for more 

information.

Grand Union Flag Raising
Each year on New Year’s Day, the 
City’s annual Grand Union Flag 
Raising at Prospect Hill com-
memorates the raising of the na-
tion’s first official flag by George 
Washington and his troops 
during the American Revolution. 
Watch for more details to come, 
but mark your calendar now for 
this event that connects us to our 
local and national history.

For more information on the 
City’s holiday events, please call 
311 (617-666-3311 from outside 
the City). For more informa-
tion on the SAC Illuminations 
Tour, please contact 311 or email 
Iaritza Menjivar at imenjivar@
somervillema.gov.

Community Invited to Somerville 2025 Holiday Celebrations
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist
    www.bostonianflorist.com

92 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02143 ·
(617) 629-9300

bt 
b 

Bostonian Florist
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


