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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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Order Yours Today!
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#1 Local News Source!
We're working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with
Local Somerville/Medford News!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation

% Westwood
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB

Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600
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plete all the information requested below:

ane all ehecks payable . MHS Varsity Softball

Please send botl forms and payment (o

Medford High Sehool

GREEN CAB

ilintion with Medford High School. our

: R e )
LAD

YELLOW CAB

(0 MIHS ViarsityS
/logos is March 7th for full season exposurc, any
ers will be hung starting tournament weekend.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: BERKSHIRE
Somerville Is Getting Worst Everyday HATHAWAY
Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford News HOMESERVICES
Weekly Speakup Line, VERANI REAITY

Have you seen? The disaster on Broadway. I
can't even park my car anywhere on Broadway
or top of the side streets.. It was supposed to
be starting up 5AM-5PM. They changed it to

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

start at 7PM. I have nowhere to park my car Jack Lister

and have to move it at 8AM to go nowhere. REALTOR®

You can’t make this idiocy up. The sign said Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

until Saturday. You can't even sleep with all the Verani Realty

trucks backing up and noise. They should go 368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145

dig up the Mayor’s street at her house.
617-776-3311- Office

617-438-2460 - Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Sad to say Billy but If we could do the 80s-90s
all over again youd be Mayor.

I'll see it up close in the AM. I haven’t seen it. Lister
They removed all flex posts in the bike lanes
laying down and only putting tar down on one
side. So dumb, they should have did this in the
Summer. .
Verani >
A lifelong some discouraged resident

The Sunshine Kids
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AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Grace Antoine

L. young.

Obituary

Grace Antoine — Of Malden,
passed away after a courageous
battle with cancer on Septem-
ber 26, 2025. She was 57 years

Born in Port-a-Piment, Haiti,
she was the daughter of the late
Naecisse and Elphise (Silace)
Antoine. Grace loved spending
time with her family — be-

ing surrounded by loved ones
brought her immense joy.

Her natural caring nature led
her to a rewarding career as a
caregiver, where she compas-
sionately served and supported
many. Helping others gave her
a deep sense of purpose and
tulfillment.

Grace also had a passion for
singing. Whenever the oppor-

tunity arose, she would share
her beautiful, harmonious voice
with those around her. She also
enjoyed shopping and took de-
light in life’s simple pleasures.

Beloved mother of Graham An-
toine Andre and Gaelle Andre
of Malden. Devoted sister of
Marie Merline Valentin An-
toine, Jean Ebert Antoine, and
Jean Narol Antoine and his wife
Dounia Jean Pierre Antoine.
Cherished aunt of Utlie Leila
Valenti, Floberlee Antoine, Jer-
rylee Anoine, Fabrice Antoine,
Narlee Julinia Antoine, N'Dee
Jeremiah Antoine, Noralie Jilis-
sa Antoine, and Adev Edugue

Anotine. Loving cousins of Jean
Samuel Alexis. Also survived by
many loving extended family
members and friends.

Calling hours will be held on
Thursday, October 16th in the
George L. Doherty Funeral
Home 855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.) Somerville, from
6:00PM to 8:00PM.

Relatives and friends are invited
to attend.

A funeral service will be held in
the Grace Church of God, 257
Pearl St. Malden at 9:00AM.
Please meet directly at church.

Services will conclude with
interment at Woodlawn Cem-
etery, Everett.

If you are unable to attend the
wake and would like to pay
your respects via zoom on
Thursday evening, you may via
the following

Meeting ID 259 103 5817

Password: 001087

Somerville/Medford Remembering Pamela L. (Hill) Hansen

Obituary

Pamela L. (Hill) Hansen-
Of Somerville, formerly of
Idaho, passed away peace-

i
~ fully at home on Tuesday,

October 14, 2025.

L Born in Pocatello, Idaho,

she was the beloved
daughter of the late Wil-
liam and Shirley (Ban-
ning) Hill. Pamela cher-
ished every moment spent
with her family, especially
her adored grandchildren,
who were the true light of
her life.

In her free time, Pamela

loved movies and crafting.
She found joy in draw-
ing, coloring, and creating
miniature models and
dollhouses with incredible
detail. She also had a deep
affection for her sweet
silver cat, Sterling.

She was the beloved wife
of the late Bert Hansen II,
devoted mother of Har-
rison Hansen of Lexington
and Katherine Ramas-
wamy and her husband

Krishna of Lexington, and
the loving grandmother of
Parker and Dash Ramas-
wamy. Pamela was the
cherished sister of Deb-
bie Fondren and Susie
Hoover, both of Idaho,
and the late Sandy Vogel.
She is also survived by
many loving nieces and
nephews.

A celebration of life will
be announced at a later
date. In lieu of flowers,

donations may be made
in Pamela’s memory to the
Massachusetts Organiza-
tion for Addiction Recov-
ery (MOAR).

Somerville/Medford Remembering James A. O’Connell

Obituary

Mr. James A. O’Connell,
of Medford, passed away
following a long and
hard fought battle against
Alzheimer’s Disease on
October 14, 2025, he was
94.

Complete obituary to be
posted.

Calling Hours will be
held in the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home,
Monday morning, Octo-
ber 27th from 9:30AM to

10:30AM, followed by a
Funeral Mass celebrated
at St. Raphael Church,
Medford at 11:00AM.
Relatives and friends
invited to attend. Services
will conclude with burial
at Oak Grove Cemetery,
Medford.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in James name can
be made to the Alzheim-
er’s Association at http://
www.alz.org

Somerville/Medford Remembering Marie (Pierre) Calixte

:

Obituary

Marie (Pierre) Calixte -
Of Cambridge, passed
away peacefully at home
on Saturday, October 18,
2025. She was 90 years
young.

Complete obit to be
posted.

Calling Hours will be held

in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home on Fri-
day, October 31st from
5:00PM to 8:00PM.

Relatives and friends are
invited to attend.

A funeral service will be
held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1st at New Covenant
Church of Cambridge,
527 Main Street Waltham

at 10:00AM. Family and
friends may visit with
the family prior to the
service from 9:00AM to
10:00AM.

Services will conclude
with interment at Cam-
bridge Cemetery, Cam-
bridge.
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FIRE CHIEF MUST BE A FORMER FIREFIGHTER (H 2646)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would require

that any candidates for ap-

pointment to the position
of Fire Chief, Fire Com-
missioner or head of a fire
department in any city or
town, must have been a
uniformed member of the
Massachusetts firefighting
force of a Massachusetts
Fire Department for a
minimum of five years.

Supporters said this would
ensure that anyone ap-
pointed to one of these
high positions has some
firsthand experience as a
firefighter and has come
up through the ranks.

Rep. Dan Hunt (D-Bos-
ton), the sponsor of the
measure, did not respond
to repeated requests by
Beacon Hill Roll Call to
comment on his bill and
its passage.

Tickets:$25 November 9th 5pm 20
Summe St Somerville MA 02144

Contact us:

WWW.DILBOYOFW529.com
DILBOY.POST a COMCAST.NET

617-666-8794

3RD Annual Comedy Fundraiser Featuring

& Friends V FW

"
Q P
' ( Q)‘
TOm 0.
Mark Scalia

DAn mlLLt.R
0 Hrl HHRRLI’IL TOﬂ 5

JOHNNY PIZZ)

Tickets: $25

tickets:$25 November 9th 5pm 20 Summe St Somerville MA 02144 Contact us: WWW.DILBOYOFW529.com DILBOY.POST a COMCAST.
NET 3RD

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro”
Follow us on Facebook

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

GREEN CAB

l"" Green Cah & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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Kiwanis Club of Medford’s 15th Annual TASTE OF ITALY & More

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on
its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Contact Us
¥, 888-3POWER4

(& www beaconenergy.net

' BEACONENERGY

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

i “Without all of the hustle and
bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating

and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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REQUIRE UNIFORM BALLOTS (H 832)

By Bob Katzen
This bill would require
all election ballots to be

uniform in size.

“[My bill] requires all

ballots be uniform in size,
material and content for
all voters, whether marked
by hand or using a ballot-
marking device,” said
sponsor Rep. Sean Garbal-
ley (D-Arlington).

“It also prohibits tabulat-
ing votes from barcodes,
QR codes or any non-
human-readable marks,
mandating that votes be
counted only from the se-

lections visibly marked by

the voter, except in limited

cases where non-uniform
ballots are necessary to

comply with federal law or

specific counting meth-
ods”

BAN EMPLOYERS FROM ASKING FOR CREDIT REPORTS (H 4450)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would prohibit
employers from obtaining
the credit reports of exist-
ing or potential employees
except in certain circum-
stances including hiring

for a position that requires
national security clearance; a

position for which a person
is required by federal or state
law to obtain a consumer
report; and some executive
or managerial positions at a
financial institution.

“The [bill] reduces bar-
riers to employment by
limiting the use of personal

credit reports in the hiring
process,” said the original
sponsor of the bill in 2024,
former Duxbury representa-
tive Josh Cutler, who is now
Gov. Maura Healey’s Un-
dersecretary of Apprentice-
ship, Work-based Learning
and Policy in the Executive
Office of Labor and Work-

force Development. "Credit
scores were never intended
to be used for employment
purposes and pre-employ-
ment credit checks can
create needless barriers for
otherwise qualified workers.
Eleven other states already
taken similar steps.”

Rep. Kenneth Gordon (D-
Bedford), the sponsor of the
proposal, did not respond to
repeated requests by Beacon
Hill Roll Call asking him to
comment on his bill and its
approval.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS (H 830)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would require
that early voting and ab-
sentee ballots be identical
to a regular ballot that vot-

ers use on Election Day.

Supporters said that cur-
rent law only requires

the ballots to be “similar”
They argued that it makes

no sense for any of these
three ballots to be differ-
ent from each other.

Rep. Richard Haggerty
(D-Woburn), the sponsor

of the measure, did not re-
spond to repeated requests
by Beacon Hill Roll Call to
comment on his bill and
its passage.

Safely Dispose of Old Medications at Somerville’s Take Back Events on 10/25

Somerville to host two drop-oft
sites for National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day

SOMERVILLE— Keeping
unused or expired medications

at home can be unsafe for chil-
dren, pets, and adults.

Whether accidental poisoning
or intentional misuse, you can
prevent these potential harms
by safely disposing of prescrip-
tion drugs you no longer need.
To provide a safe, convenient,
and responsible means of
disposing of prescription drugs,
Somerville is hosting two
staffed drop-off events for Na-
tional Prescription Drug Take
Back Day.

On Saturday, October 25,
Mayor Ballantyne invites

Somerville residents to partici-
pate by stopping at the drop-off
locations. City staff will be on-
site at both locations to collect
medications as well as provide
overdose prevention informa-
tion and resources. Each loca-
tion will distribute free Narcan
and fentanyl test strips for any
residents interested.

Both locations will be staffed 10
am. to 1 p.m.:

Public Safety Headquarters at
220 Washington Street

Teele Square Fire Station at 6
Newbury St.

The event is hosted in partner-
ship by the City of Somervilles
Community, Help, Outreach,
and Recovery (COHR) unit of
Somerville Police Department
and the Somerville Prevention
Services division of Health and
Human Services.

For bottled medications, resi-
dents should remove or scratch
out any personal information
while leaving the name of

the medication visible before
disposing. Please make sure
caps to liquid medications are
secure.

Year-round drop-off location:
In addition to this event,
Somerville offers 24/7, year-
round disposal at the Somer-
ville Public Safety Building (220
Washington Street) in addition
to a sharps disposal kiosk.

For more information, please
contact Jennifer Korn at jkorn@
police.somerville.ma.us or Pre-
vention Services Director, Tina
Los at tlos@somervillema.gov.

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUGCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-BE85

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining

Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Fepair | Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

213083

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

HIC Rregisiration
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

October 21st, 2025

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

B A M I I o
[, | |
! |

REEESHIR]
HATEL AT

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545

Wheir ~edling 5edic hosie, s deliver maslinim os jpasiire!
Friees Hebreer Heese Grrerer e Beals beeaderen re paper e = e e
0wy e g e b e SO R S e e

paA e b gl =rar e ol O ey paomamars e e ol el
e ar g e s e 10 |r.l|.-|p-|r-rrn-_| -.r-.pll e bra g wer

P g el VRS | - i FEOCE

Matthew S. Bento
Electrical Contracting

Residential 4+~ Commercial

|: ':'-.‘ '-,.." l':l .-.l I::" I:-_::' '._- ::_'

Blbk

[ ) e S =ik e b =P LE

Free

vl [ phore meperaiaal
b e
=L e e =
i Rty T
dEE] P [

'l W vl |
g A= | e S

kil F '|‘ ol

Complete Nail GCare csfor Ladies & Gontlemen

Jd"Fie b ol

11 B S, Fama il L ST = T |
Fa=iei &

N BE Haive e alEs
ot TH|- 28 5Lt

o Juks Baie

I "l_"h i

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure - nni :
' # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor____ I o e
| ' 45 gﬁ{[ @0‘1&#&?@ (vailable { )
64 Mystic Avenue W-a Mon-Sat S i
rville, MA 02145 e 9:30am-7:30pm eciond, MASS 02155

Fully Insured
Lic # 28182

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145

| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC

_ SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

1-800-436-5980

Direct: 781-858-8314
Fax: 781-396-1084

Office: 781-396-4192
617-623-6459

@ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net BEB

BBB
www.snakeitaway.net ——
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Heres Your Weekly Dosage
of Somerville News Weeklys _
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup ES&
Loud

617-625-5000

ALL ARTICLES ON THE
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY

NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT BERKSHIRE
= ' HATH_AWAY

AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS
OWNERS DON'T GET BAILOUTS,
UNEMPLOYMENT OR SICHK LEAVE
AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
i 49.2% OF PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT

Security|yayrp | ISPl | N THE US. PLEASE DO ONE
Sccurity Personal Needed For Al THING EVERY DAY TO SUPPORT A

Shifts in Medford Area Contact
Number 781-953 8358
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Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The
Somerville News Weekly.
All Rights Reserved

HELP WANTED: SECURITY
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

fo . 0 OB S

L

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha
617-2B5-0522

HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification

Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,

RHINO ROOFING =
& MASONRY :

Policy GLSISCTC006815824 :
5 Our Website

Retaining Walls, Foundation New Roofs
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re- :3;?::“"
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, Steps & Stairs
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Basements
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, Tuckpointing
. . Driveway Repair
Carpentry, Window Repairs / Paver Driveways
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EXPAND THE “MOVE OVER” LAW (S 2653)

safely and without unnecessary
risk”

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

lanes away from stationary vehicles
when it’s safe to do so. Taking these
common-sense steps will prevent
the serious injuries and fatal out-
comes that change lives forever””

als in the breakdown lane. The bill
expands the state’s existing Move
Over Law which provides this
protection for emergency response
vehicles, highway maintenance
vehicles and tow trucks.

utility workers and implementing
stronger penalties, we are making
everyone on our roads safer”

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 39-0, approved and sent
to the Senate legislation that would
require motorists to slow down if
they are approaching a stationary
utility truck or a stopped vehicle
with flashing lights on the shoulder
of a road or breakdown lane of a
highway.

“The Massachusetts State Po-

lice shares the Healey-Driscoll
Administration’s support for this
bill, which provides important
additions to the commonwealth’s
existing Move Over Law;” said Col.
Geoffrey Noble, a spokesperson
for the Massachusetts State Police.
“While these expanded provisions
support our ability to address
dangerous behavior through en-
forcement, above all else, we want
drivers to slow down and change

“National Grid employees perform
critical repairs and maintenance to
ensure safe, reliable energy service
across Massachusetts every day
when customers need it most,” said
Shaun Vacher, Vice-President of
Electric Operations for National
Grid. “We thank the Senate for
passing this important legislation
to provide essential protections
for roadside utility crews, helping
ensure they can do this vital work

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

“This essential legislation is a criti-
cal upgrade to our Move Over Law,
expanding its life-saving protec-
tions to everyone who must work
or wait on the side of a busy high-
way; said sponsor Sen. Brendan
Crighton (D-Lynn), Senate Chair of
the Committee on Transportation.
“By including disabled vehicles and

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

Drivers on a highway with multiple
lanes in each direction would

also be required, if practicable,

to change lanes to ensure greater
safety for vehicles and individu-

SALES TAX ON DIGITAL ADVERTISING SERVICES (H 3208)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would impose a 6.25
percent sales tax on digital
advertising services that target
users in Massachusetts, using
tools like IP address or geo-

location. The tax would only
apply to companies that make
more than $2.5 million a year
from digital ads aimed at Bay
State residents.

The funds would be used to

support three key areas: local
access TV stations; mental
health and safe social media
use; and research on artificial
intelligence in education.

“Digital advertising brings in

billions of dollars from Mas-
sachusetts each year, yet not a
single cent is going back to the
communities being targeted,”
said sponsor Rep. Francisco
Paulino (D-Methuen). “Local
media outlets, especially com-

munity stations, are struggling
to survive while Big Tech
keeps growing. This bill is
about fairness. If you're profit-
ing from our residents, you
should help fund the programs
that serve them.”
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MUST PROVIDE CUSTOMERS INSURANCE FOR HEATING OIL SPILLS (H 1302)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would require insurance
companies that provide homeown-
ers insurance to include insurance
for heating oil releases to their
customers. The measure also raises
the required minimum coverage
provided.

Supporters said that some 100
homeowners experience an oil leak
in Massachusetts every year. They
noted that leaks can incur costly
damage to the residence itself, but

under Massachusetts law, owners
are responsible for environmental
cleanup, which can rise to $100,000
or more, to dispose of contami-
nated soil and mitigate the spread
in surrounding areas.

“Under current law, insurers are
not mandated to provide cover-
age for heating oil releases but are
only required to make it avail-
able to customers that explicitly
request it,” said sponsor Rep. Jeff
Roy (D-Franklin). “However, most
homeowners are unaware that an

oil spill is excluded from their base
coverage. Most only discover this
after they experience a catastrophic
spill. In contrast, residential
catastrophes stemming from other
common forms of energy [like]
natural gas and electricity, etc. are
covered under typical homeown-
ers policies”

Roy continued, “This means that
all insurance payers contribute

to paying such claims, regardless

of whether they use that form of
energy or not including those using

home heating oil. My bill addresses
this inequity by requiring that
coverage be provided automati-
cally to all homeowners and raising
coverage limits to keep pace with
rising cleanup costs. This small af-
firmative change will help prevent
homeowners from going bankrupt
or funding environmental cleanups
with their retirement funds, chil-
dren’s college funds or their life’s
savings.”

“This legislation is about ensuring
that no family loses their home

or savings because of an accident
they never saw coming,” said the
Senate sponsor of the bill, Sen. Jake
Oliveira (D-Ludlow). “[My bill]
will work to help prevent home-
owners from going bankrupt or
funding environmental cleanups by
requiring that coverage automati-
cally be provided to all homeown-
ers and raising coverage limits

to keep pace with rising cleanup
costs.”

GOVERNOR'S COUNCILOR (H 805)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would require
that when candidates for

Supporters said that using
the word “Council” is too
vague and many voters

website “meets weekly to
record advice and con-
sent on warrants for the
state treasury, pardons

Board, Appellate Tax
Board, Industrial Accident
Board and Industrial Ac-
cident Reviewing Board,

posal, did not respond to
repeated requests by Bea-
con Hill Roll Call asking
them to comment on their

Governor’s Council are have no idea about the and commutations, and notaries and justices of the bill and its approval.
listed on a voter ballot, office for which they are recording advice and peace”
the office they are seek- voting. They note that consent to gubernato-
ing be listed as Governor’s  the Governor’s Council rial appointments suchas  Reps. Simon Cataldo (D-
Council. Under current is a very important and judges, clerk-magistrates, ~ Concord) and Carmine
law, the listing says simply =~ powerful 8-member board public administrators, Gentile (D-Sudbury), the
“Council” which according to its members of the Parole co-sponsors of the pro-
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$2.25 BILLION FISCAL 2025 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (H 4601)

By Bob Katzen

House 141-14, approved and sent
to the Senate a $2.25 billion fiscal
2025 supplemental budget designed
to close out the books on fiscal year
2025.

The measure provides $1.67 billion
to MassHealth and $374 million

to former Steward Health Care hos-
pitals at a time when state officials
say they are feeling budget pres-
sures associated with rising health
care costs. The proposal would also
increase hospital contributions by
$50 million to support the Health
Safety Net and stabilize funding
for MassHealth and safety net
hospitals.

Other provisions include $10 mil-
lion for Health Care for All to con-
duct a public awareness campaign,
and to conduct health coverage
enrollment assistance for com-
munities at risk of losing health
care coverage as a result of the new

Medicaid reporting requirements;
$10 million for the Massachusetts
Life Sciences Center; $5 million in
grants to reproductive health care
providers; $60.7 million for snow
and ice removal; $12.5 million for
prisoners to make free phone calls;
$12 million for Universal School
Meals; $6.8 million for the Clean
Water Trust Fund; $3.5 million for
State Police operations; $15 million
for a new Sports and Entertainment
Fund grant program, for which
$10 million will be set aside for

the events related to the 2026 FIFA
World Cup; and withholding most
of a $162 million funding request
from county sheriffs, until the state
Inspector General investigates
sheriffs’ finances.

“This supplemental budget closes
the books on fiscal year 2025, and
aims to fortify the commonwealth’s
finances, bolster economic develop-
ment and ensure continued access
to critical health care services,” said
House Speaker Ron Mariano (D-

Quincy). “In the face of unrelenting
attacks from the Trump Admin-
istration that will strip health
insurance coverage from millions
of Americans and deny access to
lifesaving vaccinations, this supple-
mental budget will help vulnerable
residents prepare for, and avoid, a
lapse in coverage and ensure con-
tinued access to vaccines for every
child in Massachusetts.”

“This supplemental budget will
close the books on fiscal year 2025
in a balanced and fiscally respon-
sible manner;” said Rep. Aaron
Michlewitz (D-Boston), Chair of
the House Committee on Ways
and Means. “By making critical
investments into much needed
programs in healthcare, education
and housing to name a few, the
commonwealth will be in a strong
fiscal position for fiscal year 2026
and beyond”

“There has been little informa-
tion on why there are exorbitant

runaway costs in the MassHealth
program,” said Rep. Ken Sweezey
(R-Hanson). “I cannot continue to
support writing blank checks with-
out accountability and a strategy
to reel in the spending. I also see

a need for some serious reforms
to the HomeBase program and
the no-cost calls program within
our correctional facilities before
we continue to supplement their
budgets”

“I believe we need proper oversight
of these medical expenditures
before committing more fund-
ing,” said Rep. Mike Soter (R-
Bellingham). “The governor should
provide a detailed report outlining
what’s driving these rising costs be-
fore requesting additional taxpayer
dollars. We can’t claim to have a
revenue problem in one breath and
then spend significant public funds
without accountability in the next”

“The Democrats have once again
blamed President Trump for their

failures,” said Rep. Nick Boldyga
(R-Southwick). “But the reality is
they’ve bankrupted our healthcare
system by flooding it with illegal
aliens. They had to spend another
$2.5 billion dollars to bailout our
hospitals”

(A Yes” vote is for the budget. A
“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep.
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Do-
nato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven
Yes
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Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

Medford VFW #1012
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21,
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty
Lombardo will be the DJ
so don’t miss it!

Make Your Voting Plan: Somerville Municipal Election on 11/4

SOMERVILLE- On Tuesday,
November 4, 2025, the City of
Somerville will hold its Mu-
nicipal Election. Offices on the
ballot include Mayor, Councilor
At Large, Ward Councilors, and
School Committee members.
Local ballot questions also
include a question asking

voters to accept or reject the
proposed

new City Charter and a ques-
tion on whether to extend the
Mayoral term from 2 to 4 years
starting no earlier than 2028.

The municipal election is

open to all registered voters in
Somerville. Somerville voters
can vote early in person or by
mail or on Election Day. Below
are reminders as you prepare
for November 4.

Register to Vote in the Munici-
pal Election by Friday, October
24

You can register one of three
ways:

Online at somervillema.gov/
registertovote

In-person at Somerville City
Hall (93 Highland Ave.)

By phone by calling the Elec-
tions Department (617-625-
6600 ext. 4200) and requesting
a voter registration form. Or
by calling 311 (617-666-3311)
and they will connect you to
Elections.

The registration deadline is
Friday, October 24, at midnight
online or in person by 5 p.m.
You also may mail in your form,
but it must be postmarked by
October 24.

Vote Early at City Hall, October
28-30

Vote early in the Municipal
Election in the lower level

of City Hall from Tuesday,
October 28, through Thursday,
October 30. The schedule is as
follows:

October 28 - Tuesday 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

October 29 - Wednesday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

October 30 - Thursday 8:30
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

How to Vote in the Municipal
Election by Mail

Vote by Mail application dead-
line:

Applications to vote by mail
must be received by 5 p.m. by
Tuesday, November 4

A postmark alone is not suf-
ficient; it must arrive at the
Elections Office by the deadline.

Where to get an application:

Download an application or fill
it out online at
somervillema.gov/votebymail,

pick one up in the Elections
office at City Hall, or

request one be mailed to you by
calling 311 or calling Elections
at 617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

Eligible voters who submit valid
applications will receive their
ballot in the mail.

Vote by Mail deadline:

Ballots must be completed,
signed, sealed, and received by
8 p.m., Tuesday, November 4.

A postmark alone is not suf-
ficient; it must arrive at the
Elections Office by the deadline.

Voters can check the status of
their ballot on the

state’s

website.

How to return your application
and ballot:

Elections Office: Return directly
to the Elections Department at
City Hall

Mail: Send to the Elections
Department, 93 Highland Ave.,
Somerville, MA 02143

Email or fax (for applications
only): Completed applications
can be emailed to
vote@somervillema.gov

or faxed to 617-625-5643.
Ballots cannot be returned by
email or fax.

Drop boxes: Leave it in a drop
box at one of the following loca-
tions:

City Hall Concourse, 93 High-
land Ave.

East Somerville Community
School, across from 68 Glen St.

In front of the Argenziano
School, 290 Washington St.

In front of the Somerville
Community Baptist Church, 31
College Ave.

Behind the Mystic Activity

Center, 530 Mystic Ave.

In front of Saint Catherine of
Genoa Church parking lot, 182
Summer St.

In front of the Armory, 191
Highland Ave.

In front of Dilboy Post, 351
Summer St.

In front of the Tufts Adminis-
trative Building, 167 Holland St.

In front of the West Somerville
Neighborhood School at 177
Powder House Blvd.

Sample Ballots and Ballot Ques-
tions Information

Once ready, closer to the elec-
tion, Sample ballots will be
available on
somervillema.gov/elections

The text of all local ballot ques-
tions will be included on the
sample ballots when available

Information on the ballot ques-
tions on the proposed charter
and mayoral term can be found
at

somervillema.gov/charterre-
view

For more information about
voting in Somerville, go to
somervillema.gov/elections.

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROAD

= 11 Ty

WAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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Manage Your Entire . Green Cab & Yellow Cab
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Through Our Mobile

App!
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ALL Major Credit Cards Inside response, Wely oK

our $10 discount on 8
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:
MILLIE THE BRAVE Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

What a wonderful book check it out! K

Dear Billy T and Somerville/Medford MIIJLIE I HE B RAVE

News Weekly Speakup Line, Fire Dog by Day, Heart Healer by Night

~ Showing that love is the loudest form of bravery ~

Hey Billy

My name is Danielle we've met a few
times before, I'm a firefighter in Somer-
ville. T just came out with a children’s
book.

It’s about my dog Millie it was a real life,
first responder therapy, dog and rescue
and her adventures in firefighting and be-
ing a therapy dog. I know you have a huge
following. Any shout out about the book
would be greatly appreciated.! It’s available
currently on Amazon and hopefully in
bookstore soon.! Thanks Billy !

Here’s the link the title is

Millie the brave
https://a.co/d/9cCS8Lp iHen & Tllus {:" tod by il
Danielle 0’Hearn
EXEMPT RESIDENTIAL SECURITY SYSTEMS
FROM THE SALES TAX (S 1982)
By Bob Katzen “[The} bill provides a sales tax systems,” said sponsor Sen.
exemption for residential secu-  Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). “This
This bill would exempt home rity systems and related equip-  bill incentivizes and encourages
security systems from the state’s ment, such as wiring devices homeowners to more afford-
6.25 percent sales tax. and appliances used for access ~ ably protect their most valuable
control, surveillance and alarm  investment—their homes.”

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping
and More
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COMPANIES MUST DISCLOSED INGREDIENTS OF MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS (S 1483)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 39-0, approved and sent
to the House a proposal that would
require manufacturers of menstrual
health products to clearly disclose
and display a list of ingredients. The
ingredients would have to be easily

accessible on both retail packages
and manufacturers’ websites.

“A person who menstruates will
use, on average, over 10,000 men-
strual products in their lifetime,”
said sponsor Sen. Jo Comerford
(D-Northampton). “Yet, menstrual

products have increasingly been
found to contain harmful substanc-
es such as PFAS, heavy metals and
other toxic chemicals”

“Menstrual equity is not only about
making products free—it’s about
ensuring those products are safe,

high quality and labeled with full
ingredient disclosure,” said Sasha
Goodfriend, Executive Director of
Mass NOW. “We are deeply grate-
ful that the Senate understands that
dignity requires both access and
accountability. Today’s vote sends

a powerful message: menstruators

in Massachusetts deserve not just
products, but the ability to make
informed choices about what prod-
ucts they use for their menstrual
health”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES on Beacon Hill

disorder where it other-
wise does not exist. These
actions attempt to instill
fear in our communities
and silence dissent. I stand
firmly with Oregon in re-

@ sisting this egregious abuse

of power”

—Attorney General An-

/¥ drea Campbell joining a

By Bob Katzen

“The Trump Administra-
tion’s portrayal of Portland
as ‘war ravaged’ and ‘under
attack’ is inaccurate and
inflammatory. By send-
ing in the National Guard,
the President is provoking

coalition of 24 attorneys
general and governors in

{ submitting a brief in sup-
port of Oregon’s challenge
| to the Trump Adminis-
tration’s attempt to use
the military for civil law
enforcement.

“Today’s event showed just
how prevalent PFAS is in
many products we use in
our daily lives, from cook-
ware to kid’s car seats. But
we also showed that there
are alternatives. Thank-

tully, more information

on the harmful impacts

of these chemicals, com-
bined with the passage

of state laws banning or
restricting them, means
that PFAS-free versions of
many products are now
available”

—Deirdre Cummings,
Legislative Director for
MASSPIRG, at a State-
house rally against danger-
ous per- and polyfluoroal-
kyl substances (PFAS). The
event included a “show
and tell” of common prod-
ucts containing PFAS, such
as cookware and child car
seats, make-up and per-
sonal care products, fabric
sprays, paint, outdoor gear
and clothing; and similar
products that do not.

“Boston Logan Airport
is often the first and last

impression that millions
of travelers have of Massa-
chusetts, and now, thanks
to this new program, it’s
also one of the most wel-
coming. We want everyone
who travels through Logan
to know that we prioritize
mental health here in Mas-
sachusetts.”

—Gov. Healey announcing
that passengers at Logan
can look forward to meet-
ing some furry friends,
thanks to a new program
called “BOS PAWS.” In
partnership with the Al-
liance of Therapy Dogs,
Massport is introducing
trained therapy dogs to

the airport to help reduce
stress and enhance the
overall travel experience.

“Beyond acknowledging
the world-class education
UMass Lowell provides,

these rankings speak to
the university’s impres-
sive return on investment,
which reflects academics
as well a commitment to
giving students opportuni-
ties for meaningful career-
connected experiences that
serve as a launchpad for
their professional lives.”
—UMass Lowell Chan-
cellor Julie Chen on the
Wall Street Journal rating
UMass Lowell the best
public higher-ed institu-
tion in Massachusetts,

the state’s number 1 best
value school and Number
1 among all colleges and
universities in Massachu-
setts in fostering social
mobility among students.

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70

BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847
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WACHET WTERMCN I

PR iﬁlﬁmulﬁ

b

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
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MAKE MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS MORE AVAILABLE AT NO COST (S 2640)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 39-0, approved and sent to the
House a bill that would require all prisons,
homeless shelters and public elementary
and secondary schools to maintain free
menstrual products, including sanitary
napkins, tampons and underwear liners in
private and public restrooms; and to make
them available in a “convenient manner
that does not stigmatize any persons seek-
ing the products”

Supporters said that according to the
Massachusetts Menstrual Equity Coali-
tion, approximately one in seven children
in Massachusetts is living in poverty and
struggles to pay for menstrual products.
They argued that research shows that the
inability to access menstrual products
affects students’ class attendance. They also
noted that women facing homelessness or
who are incarcerated face high barriers to
access, with Massachusetts shelters report-
ing that menstrual products are among the
least donated items. They argued that re-
stricted access in shelters and correctional
facilities means that products can be used
as bargaining chips and tools of control for
people in vulnerable circumstances.

“Equitable access to free disposable
menstrual products is a necessity for
menstruators everywhere,” said sponsor
Sen. Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville). “This bill
has the ability to ensure menstruators in
public schools, shelters and prisons no
longer have to experience anxiety, shame
or fear around periods. Students in my

district were the first to meet with me and
speak out about their concerns in school
of not knowing if they would have access
to menstrual products when they needed
them. I'am so glad to see this bill passed
in the Senate which honors the work and
courage of these students who have in-
spired so many more to break through the
stigma and advocate for their peers.”

“Tampons and pads are a basic hygiene
necessity,” said Senate President Karen
Spilka (D-Ashland). “Ensuring their
availability—safely and without stigma—is
key to advancing equity for women’s
health. Menstruating people have always
shouldered the burden of carrying their
own tampons and pads into the restroom,
leading to a quiet struggle all too real for
the girls and women who have difficulty
making ends meet.”

The Senate approved the same bill in the
2023-2024 session on October 26, 2023
and sent it to the House Ways and Means
Committee where no further action was
taken for more than a year and the bill
died from inaction on December 31, 2024.
Any individual representative in the 2023-
2024 session could have acted to try to
force the bill out of the Ways and Means
Committee but none of the 160 House
members did so. Any House member can
still do the same anytime during the cur-
rent 2025-2026 session.

Under House rules, any individual repre-
sentative can move to discharge any and
all bills from the Ways and Means Com-

mittee. There is a 7-day waiting period
prior to the House considering the motion
to discharge. The discharge motion must
receive a majority vote of the members
present. If the measure is discharged from
the committee, the committee has four
days within which to report out the mea-
sure for placement on the House’s agenda
for action.

A bill may also be discharged from the
Ways and Means Committee by any rep-
resentative by filing a petition signed by a
majority of the House. The bill would then
be discharged seven days later and go onto
the House agenda for the next session.

However, the Ways and Means Committee
is often a burial ground for bills that will
never again see the light of day.

“Rarely, if ever, does a member go either
of those two routes against the wishes of
the leadership and the committee chair,”
said a state representative who requested
anonymity. They told Beacon Hill Roll
Call, “It’s no secret that Speaker Mariano
controls the flow of legislation and a bill
makes progress in the House only when he
wants it to. Every member knows that one
of the biggest sins is to publicly make a
motion to discharge a bill from a commit-
tee. The leadership frowns upon that”

House Ways and Means Committee chair
Aaron Michlewitz (D-Boston); Margaret
Ann Ferrnate (D-Gloucester), vice chair
of House Ways and Means; Todd Smola
(R-Warren), the ranking Republican on

the committee; and House Speaker Ron
Mariano did not respond to repeated
requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call asking
them to comment on the committee bot-
tling up the bill and killing it.

Beacon Hill Roll Call asked Sen. Pat Jehlen
(D-Somerville), the bill’s sponsor and Sen.
Patrick O’Connor (R-Weymouth), a strong
supporter of the bill, to comment on the
killing of the bill.

“I support our House colleagues’ ef-

forts this session, and in prior ones, to
advance this important legislation,” Jehlen
responded.

O’Connor responded, “Unfortunately, all
too often within the legislative process
we see bills that would benefit individu-
als across the commonwealth not make

it across the finish line with the other
priority bills the House and Senate both
have on the docket. With the overwhelm-
ing support of [this bill] this session, I am
confident now more than ever that we
will finally be able to get this through the
House and I will continue to urge my col-
leagues in both chambers to get this done”

Spokespersons for two groups that are lob-
bying for House rules changes, including
preventing bills from being unilaterally
being killed by a committee chair, did not
mince words when asked to respond to the
death of the bill.

“As long as representatives forfeit their
power, Michlewitz and a few unknown

staffers will keep sorting bills into yes/

no piles behind closed doors,” said Aaron
Singer, the producer and director of
“Shadows on the Hill,” an upcoming docu-
mentary that he says asks why common-
sense bills don’t pass the Massachusetts
Legislature. “We don't even know if there
are women in that room. The real question
is which representative will rally a coali-
tion to rewrite House rules and reclaim
the lawmaking process. Without reform,
even small disagreements with leadership
demand an outsized, conflict-heavy push.”

Scotia Hille, Executive Director of Act

on Mass said, “Every session, our elected
representatives in the Statehouse allow
popular, commonsense legislation like

this bill to die without a vote. Unfortu-
nately, they would rather leave our state’s
neediest without adequate menstrual care
than defy leadership by using their own
power to initiate a vote. So long as we
allow chamber leaders to control member’s
salaries, I fear we will continue to see this
pattern unfold. Our legislators should

be empowered to act independently and
organize their peers behind legislation
their constituents need. This situation and
unfortunately many others like it motivate
Act on Mass to support a reform to legisla-
tive stipends”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

and please join the group!

Somerville is overwhelming.

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square

Give what you can, Take what you need
Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

in Union Square.

Frank Santangelo

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,

ABE 5, MANSOUR

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REFAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

258 BROADWAY

$ Blessing Backpack Checklist

'

BASICS:
_Wool beame {hat}

TOILETRIES

Mulli-purpose wipses

Smart wool socks Chagpstick

__ Glaves __ Facial wipes
__ Scarf _ Mupisturizer

__ Comin
FOOD & DRIMNE Toothbrush & tooth paste
_ Quality instant cotfes __ Grooming kit
__Tea
__ Emergy drink SURVIVAL
__ Beef jerky _ First aid kit
__ Dwied fruit __ Water bottle wath built in filter
__ Fruit leathers ___ Heat-pack
__ Trail mix ___ Multi-purpose 1oal
_ Muts
__Grancda bars TREATS
__ Protein poveder packets _ Chocolates
__ Restaurant gift cards __ Fruil snacks

__ Cookie snack packs
HELP THEM COMNECT __ Candy {indridually wrapped)
__Journal & pen __ Mints
___ Stationary ___ Chewang gum
__ Stamps

__ Pre-paid phone card

SPLURGE:

Starbucks gift card
Compact rewsable bag

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!




18 Tuesday October 21st, 2025

The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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Somerville Expands Free Vaccine Clinics, Shares Updated Flu & COVID-19 Vaccine Guidance

SOMERVILLE - The Somer-
ville Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS)

is expanding access to free
vaccination clinics to help
residents stay healthy through
the fall and winter. They are
also sharing updated flu and
COVID-19 vaccine guidance
for the 2025-26 season. Clinics
will be held throughout the city
from October 2025 through
April 2026.

This year, Somerville is follow-
ing the latest reccommenda-
tions from the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health
(DPH):bit.ly/MassVaccinelnfo

Vaccines Offered:

Influenza (flu) (for anyone age
6 months and older)
High-Dose Influenza (for ages
65+)

COVID-19 (ages 6 months and
older)

Somerville’s free vaccine clinics
are open to all residents regard-
less of insurance or immigra-
tion status, and no one will be
turned away. Pre-registration
is strongly recommended, but
limited walk-ins are welcome
while supplies last. Please note
that clinics held at the Coun-
cil on Aging are limited to
residents ages 18+. All ages are
welcome at all other clinics.

Upcoming clinics in October

and November are listed below.
Additional clinics planned for
December and January can be
found on somervillema.gov/
vaccinations. More clinics are
expected to be added to the
website throughout the flu
season.

Date/Time

Location

Tuesday, October 21, 2:30-4
p.m.

Council on Aging, 167 Holland
St.

Monday, October 27, 5-7 p.m.
West Branch Library, 40 Col-
lege Ave.

Tuesday, November 4, 11:30
am.-1pm.

Tufts Administration Building,

167 Holland St.

Thursday, November 6, 10:30
am.—12 p.m.

Office of Immigrant Affairs, 42
Cross St.

Thursday, November 13, 1-6:30
p.m.

City Hall Annex, 50 Evergreen
Ave.

Tuesday, November 18, 2:30-4
p.m.

Council on Aging, 167 Holland
Street

Thursday, November 20, 3:30--
5:30 p.m.

West Branch Library, 40 Col-
lege Ave.

Vaccines are provided by the
Somerville Public Health Nurs-
ing Department with support

from the Medical Reserve
Corps and local health part-
ners.

Residents may also receive flu
and COVID-19 vaccines from
their healthcare provider or at
participating local pharmacies.
To find other locations, visit
Vaccines.gov, call 2-1-1.

For more information, pre-
registration links, and the most
up-to-date vaccine guidance,
visit somervillema.gov/vaccina-
tions.

REQUIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS (H 2644)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would allow cities
and towns to require the
installation of an auto-
matic sprinkler system in
any building with more
than four units, which
“undergoes a major altera-
tion or modification and
is occupied in whole or in
part for residential pur-
poses” including lodging
houses, boarding houses,
fraternity houses, dormi-
tories, apartments, town-
houses, condominiums,

hotels, motels and group
residences.

This requirement would
replace a current law that
allows cities and towns

to require the installation
of an automatic sprinkler
system in any building
with more than four units,
which is “substantially re-
habilitated so as to consti-
tute the equivalent of new
construction.”

Both the current law and
the bill allow cities and

towns to require the in-
stallation of an automatic
sprinkler system in newly
constructed buildings.

Supporters of the bill said
that the “major alteration”
standard is more inclusive
and will apply to more
buildings than the “sub-
stantially rehabilitated so
as to constitute the equiv-
alent of new construction”
standard. They argued
that changing the stan-
dard will save more lives.

They noted that automatic
sprinklers work fast and
give people more time

to escape. They said that
according to the Mas-
sachusetts Fire Sprinkler
Coalition, having both
sprinklers and smoke
alarms reduces the risk of
dying in a home fire by 80
percent. They also pointed
out that automatic sprin-
klers put out 90 percent of
home fires before the fire
department arrives, which
reduces firefighters’ expo-
sure to the toxic products

of combustion that cause
cancer.

Once again, Rep. Dan
Hunt (D-Boston), the
sponsor of the proposal,
did not respond to repeat-
ed requests by Beacon Hill
Roll Call asking him to
comment on his bill and
its approval.

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com

617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT

SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143
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Somerville to Honor Victims of Domestic Violence at Annual Vigil on October 28

One candle glowing in a
dark room

Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne, the Somerville

Commission for Women,
RESPOND, Inc., and the
Department of Racial
and Social Justice (RS])
invite residents to attend
the City’s annual Do-
mestic Violence Vigil on
Tuesday, October 28, at
Somernova (19 Properzi
Way) at 6 p.m.

This annual vigil is dedi-
cated to commemorating
the lives lost to domestic
violence in the past year,

recognizing the strength
of survivors, and renew-
ing our community’s
shared commitment to
eradicating domestic
violence.

Attendees are welcome
to join neighbors from
across Somerville and
raise a candle in re-
membrance of domestic
violence victims. Com-
munity groups will be
tabling with information

and resources.

“Each year this important
vigil brings us together as
a community to stand in
solidarity with survivors,
victims, and all who are
impacted by domestic
violence,” said Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne. “As
we gather, we build on
their strength with our
collective strength. We
honor those lost by hold-
ing them in our collective

memory. And we reaf-
firm our collective com-
mitment to ending the
violence and creating a
safe and supportive envi-
ronment for everyone in
Somerville. All are needed
for this effort, and all are
welcome to join us.”

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

10% off when you
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email
centurymasonryma@ g§
gmail.com

CENTURY
MASONRY,

Call Us Now

“=RESTORATION &

#{i oLt l'_-a-s-.1__5g|-:-::_l;_.

Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acaliblial e,

Tgren‘nnﬁﬁﬁfﬁ. ¥ | WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT

utllLr-llJ‘;-Lﬂ'J"'ﬁ.mE:I— ETGP LEAH-S
L Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
www.centu YINasSONnTry imda. Conim
781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Verani Realty
Residential

7 Percy Rd, Lexington, MA
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422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

: & Voan Stry Team
368 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144

--

Jack Lister
617-438-2460

Jack.Lister@verani.com
Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

The Sunshine Kids :

Joanne Van Stry
781-507-1954

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

e
g e St

diabin Sorviom = [nperienoed 1 Beflainds + Lot sy vt

"MGIW«M-Smoofher .S.Inc{_e 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-9174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

¢ Speak to Qur Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining

, Wialls, Foundation Repair, Chimmey Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

ull ramodael imtarior work carriad out!
¢ RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRCTION LLC
| B57-228-G6B2
1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-001887%3-00 213083

Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

Davis Square - 4 Family - %1.27534
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development
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(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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Floral Designs

508 Somerville Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

617-764-1428 wagnerfloraldesigns.com
wagnerfloraldesigns.com
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart Fo'as

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410 ; = iy

Hours: - _ -y~ - »
Monday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm -
Tuesday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Thursday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Saturday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

e BARNESZNOBLE o
SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE amazoncom
@<kvhraz e
WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFE BARSTAFF

WE ARE
HIRING!
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Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM
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ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
- Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,
Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




