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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 6 Continuded to page 15

Continued to page 5

Mayor Ballantyne and SPD Announce Upcoming 
Co-Response Pilot to Support Residents in Mental Health Crisis

Somerville to Host Public 
Forums on State’s Draft Canna-

bis Social Consumption 
Licenses

Forever Fluff: Somerville 
Celebrating 20 Years of 
What the Fluff? Festival
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

William “Billy’ Tauro 
for Governor
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Obituary
Kevin J. Kirwan – Of 
Hudson, passed away on 
Friday, September 5, 2025. 
He was 61 years old.

Born and raised in Cam-
bridge, he was the beloved 
son of the late Stephen 

and Josephine (Power) 
Kirwan.

Kevin especially enjoyed 
vacationing by the water 
whenever the opportunity 
arose. He treasured spend-
ing quality time with his 
family and friends, creat-

ing memories with one 
another. . Kevin was also 
a music enthusiast who 
loved attending concerts 
and sharing that joy with 
others.

Beloved son of the late 
Stephen and Josephine 

(Power) Kirwan. Devoted 
brother of Michael Kirwan 
and Celine Kirwan. He is 
also lovingly survived by 
many loving nieces, neph-
ews, friends and extended 
family members.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Kevin J. Kirwan

Somerville/Medford Remembering Wilfred Julce
Obituary
Wilfrid Julce – Of 
Somerville, passed 
away on Saturday, Au-
gust 30, 2025, after a 
courageous battle with 
cancer.

Complete obit to be 
posted.

A funeral service will 
be held at Holy Bible 
Baptist Church, 64 
College Ave, Somer-
ville at 9:00AM. 

Please meet directly at 
church.

Relative and friends 
are invited to attend.

Calling hours are re-
spectfully omitted.

Services will conclude 
with burial at Wood-
lawn Cemetery, Ever-
ett.

William “Billy” Tauro for Governor

Somerville/Medford Remembering James M. McNabb
Obituary
James M. McNabb – Of 
Medford, formerly of 
Somerville, passed away 
after a lengthily illness 
on Sunday, September 7, 
2025. He was 73 years old.

Born in Cambridge and 
raised in Somerville, he 
was the beloved son of the 

late Henry F. and Kathleen 
(O’Brien) McNabb.

Devoted brother of 
Kathleen Leedman and 
her husband William of 
Billerica, Henry McNabb 
and his wife June of 
Somerville, and the late 
John McNabb, Frances 
McNabb, Sheila Pino 

and Mary Peterson. Also 
survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, great 
nieces and nephews.

Calling Hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville on Thursday 
from 2:00PM to 5:00PM.

Relatives and friends are 
invited to attend.

Services will conclude 
with a private prayer 
service and burial at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Frank William Petkiewich, Jr

Obituary
Frank William Petkiewich, Jr, 
a devoted and loving husband 
to Andrea, loving father to his 
daughter Carrie and son-in-law Jeff, 
peacefully passed away after a long 
battle with prostate cancer. He was 
78 years old.

Frank (also known as Fran, Franny, 
Uncle Bee, and Papa P) was born in 
the West End of Boston, MA to par-

ents Frank and Loretta Petkiewich. 
He enjoyed growing up in the West 
End with his older sister Maryanne 
and his younger brother Wally. 
Frank went to St. Joseph Church 
where when he got older was a 
lecturer. In his youth, Frank moved 
from the West End to Somerville, 
MA and attended St. Benedicts 
grammar school. He graduated with 
honors from Somerville Trade High 
School in 1964.

Frank joined the United States 
Marine Corp. in 1966 and after his 
service was honorably discharged as 
a Sergeant. He made lifelong friends 
in the Corp and proudly represents 
the Marines displaying his flags and 
memorabilia.

Frank’s professional life and lifelong 
passion was carpentry. After the 
Marines, he joined the North Atlan-
tic States Regional Council of Car-
penters in Boston. He was a loyal 
member of Local 40 (now local 328) 

for 54 years and during that time 
held the position of recording sec-
retary for many years. Frank took 
his carpentry expertise from the 
field and applied it in the classroom 
as an accomplished apprentice 
instructor at the carpenter’s training 
center in Millbury until he retired. 
Frank was the very first instructor 
to be hired at the training school 
when it first opened, and last year 
he was honored with a plaque for 
that distinction, which he is so very 
proud of.

Frank found fulfillment in renovat-
ing his home and most especially 
designing and creating toy wooden 
fire trucks in his workshop. In re-
tirement, Frank loved playing golf. 
He enjoyed traveling around New 
England and trying different golf 
courses. He golfed in the Cam-
bridge league and also the Firemen’s 
golf league. His favorite golfing mo-
ments were when he golfed with his 
daughter Carrie and son-in-law Jeff.

Frank and Andrea celebrated 54 
years of marriage this year. She was 
his rock, his constant, and the love 
of his life. Frank cherished time 
spent with his friends and family. 
He loved telling old stories of the 
West End and of his childhood, 
and his belly laugh was infectious. 
He enjoyed dining out and was a 
connoisseur of chicken “pahm”, filet 
mignon, and pizza (especially on 
his visits to NYC). He loved watch-
ing westerns on tv, especially his fa-
vorites with the legend John Wayne, 
as well as Seinfeld and Star Wars 
movies with his daughter Carrie.

Frank is survived by: his wife An-
drea, daughter Carrie Johnson and 
her husband Jeff of Nottingham, 
Maryland, sister Maryanne Johnson 
of Spring Hill, Florida and her 
husband James. He was the brother 
to Walter Petkiewich of Tewksbury, 
MA. He was the brother-in-law of 
Mary Purcell of Bellingham, MA 

and her late husband Steve, Janet 
Adams of Billerica, MA and her late 
husband Billy, Sandra Hodnett of 
Maine and her husband Jim, Chris-
tine McCarthy of Billerica, MA and 
husband Jim. Frank is also survived 
by many cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends.

Visiting hours will be held at 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House Sq) 
Somerville, MA on Sunday Septem-
ber 14 from 2:00PM-5:00PM.

A funeral procession will be held on 
Monday, September 15th from the 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House Sq,) 
Somerville at 10:00AM. Followed 
by a Funeral mass at St. Clement’s 
Church, 64 Warner St., Medford at 
11:00AM.

Services will conclude with burial at 
Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Somerville Fire Investigation Arrest
In a joint effort, the 
Somerville Police Depart-
ment, Somerville Fire 
Department and Massa-
chusetts State Fire Marshal 
announce an arrest has 
been made in relation to a 
fire that destroyed a home 
under construction at 75 
Thurston St on August 20, 
2025.

Police arrested John Gras-
so (35) who is currently 
unhoused for Wanton De-
struction of Property and 
Breaking and Entering a 
Building in the Nighttime. 
The incident remains un-
der investigation.

Mayor Ballantyne and SPD Announce Upcoming 
Co-Response Pilot to Support Residents in Mental Health Crisis

Pilot to launch next spring will 
implement key recommendation from 
Somerville’s Public Safety for All
Task Force

SOMERVILLE – As a significant step in 
realizing the City’s commitment to
Public

Safety for All goals, Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and Police Chief Shumeane 

Benford announce that
the City is preparing to launch a Co-
Response Pilot Program this spring. 
The initiative will pair Somerville Police 
Department officers with trained public 
health professionals who will respond 
together to calls involving residents 
experiencing mental health
crises.

The new program will be the first of its 
kind in Somerville, designed to provide 
a proactive, effective,
and health-centered response to real-
time behavioral health crises. Advan-
tages of co-response include additional 
de-escalation capacity protecting the 
safety of all on scene – both individuals 
and officers – as well as swift service 
referral support for residents
in need of a range of resources.

“Too often, people in mental health 
crisis are left without the right kind of 

support in their moment of
greatest need,” said Mayor Ballantyne. 
“This pilot recognizes that an effective 
public safety approach encompasses 
care, dignity, and connecting people 
to resources. By bringing police of-
ficers and public health professionals 
together, we can provide the kind
of response that our community 
has called for and that our residents 
deserve.”

Chief Benford added, “Police officers 
are not always the best first responders 
for mental health emergencies,
and they know that too. Working side-
by-side with public health professionals 
will make our response more effective 
and safer.”

The pilot builds on recommendations 
from the City’s
Public
Safety for All process, a multi-year ini-

tiative led by the Department of Racial 
and Social
Justice (RSJ) to reimagine public safety 
in Somerville.

Through surveys, listening sessions, 
and task force reports, residents voiced 
strong support for non-police
or combined responses to incidents 
and emergency calls involving potential 
behavioral health crises. A clear major-
ity said they want social workers/public 
health professionals involved in these 
calls, a finding that directly shaped the 
City’s decision to move
forward with this pilot.

To turn these recommendations into 
action, the City recently hired its first 
Public Safety for All Manager,
a role dedicated to implementing the 
community-driven reforms outlined in 
the Public Safety for All reports. Ad-
vancing the co-response model is one of 

the first major cross-departmental steps 
under this new leadership.

The initiative will also build on the 
City’s long-standing
Community
Outreach Help & Recovery (COHR) 
jail diversion program, which embeds 
social workers and public
health professionals within the Somer-
ville Police Department to connect 
individuals with services and supports 
that help them avoid the criminal 
justice system. The new pilot represents 
a next step, moving from follow-up and 
outreach to direct co-response
in real time.

Further details about the program’s 
structure, staffing, and community 
partners will be announced in the
coming months, with a launch expected 
in spring 2026.
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

One of city’s quirkiest an-
nual traditions back for it’s 
20th year on Sept. 20

SOMERVILLE — Somer-
ville’s Fluff Fest is turning 
20, and all are invited to 
celebrate
the famous treat in Union 
Square on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, 2025, from 2 to 
6 p.m. (rain date: Sunday, 
September 21). This year’s 
milestone theme,

Forever Fluff: 20 Years of 
Sticky, Sweet Somerville, 
marks two decades of 
celebrating the invention 
of Marshmallow Fluff in 
Union Square with zany 

games, music, fluff-filled 
snacks, and more.

“Only in Somerville could 
marshmallow Fluff inspire 
two decades of music, art, 
and sticky, sweet fun,”
said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne. “It’s a reminder 
that celebration, creativity, 
and connection – as well 
as fearless abandon when 
it comes to over-the-top 
fluff games — are at the 
heart of who we are as a 
city.”

Since its debut in 2005,
What the Fluff? has grown 
into one of Somerville’s 
most beloved and quirki-

est annual traditions, 
drawing thousands of 
residents, visitors, artists, 
businesses, and commu-
nity organizations. From 
Fluff-themed weddings 
to creative tattoos and 
games, the
festival has inspired 
countless memories over 
the years.

This year’s 20th anniver-
sary will feature:

Live music and perfor-
mances

Fluff-inspired food from 
local vendors

Family-friendly (and 
sometimes sticky) games 
and activities

Local businesses and ar-
tisan vendors showcasing 
Somerville’s creative spirit

“Twenty years of Fluff 
Fest is so much more than 
just a sweet, rocking good 
time – it celebrates what
makes Somerville unique,” 
said Jessica Eshleman, Ex-
ecutive Director of Union 

Square Main Streets. “In-
novation, the arts, small 
businesses, and strong 
community connections 
are what make Union 
Square, recently named 
the 38th coolest neighbor-
hood in the world,
the place to be on Septem-
ber 20.”

What the Fluff? is co-pro-
duced by Union Square 
Main Streets and the City 
of Somerville Arts
Council as part of the 
City’s ArtsUnion initia-
tive to support cultural 
economic development in 
Union Square.

Road Closures and Park-
ing Restrictions

Somerville Avenue 
(School St. to Warren 
Ave., Union Square)

Closed to all traffic: 11 
a.m.–8 p.m.

No parking: 10 a.m.–8 
p.m.

Quincy St., Church St., 
and Bow St. will operate as 

two-way between Summer 
St. and Somerville Ave. 
from 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
to allow abutter access.

Hawkins St. will operate 
as two-way from Lake St. 
to Washington St. from 11 
a.m.–8 p.m. to allow abut-
ter access.

MBTA buses will be 
rerouted from 11 a.m.–8 
p.m. For updated stop 
locations, visit
MBTA.com.

For more information, 
visit
flufffestival.com.

Forever Fluff: Somerville Celebrating 20 Years of What the Fluff? Festival
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Somerville Seeks Polling Place Workers for Preliminary Election Tuesday, September 16

Earn $240 for the workday, 
6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

SOMERVILLE– The City 
of Somerville is seeking 
polling place workers and 
standby poll workers for 
the upcoming Prelimi-
nary Election on Tuesday, 
September 16. Many poll 
workers are needed to 
support operations and 
conduct a successful elec-
tion.

General Duties
Poll worker must be ready 

to step in as needed on 
Election Day: Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025. The 
workday starts at 6:30 a.m. 
and ends after the polls 
close at 8 p.m., with a two-
hour break. Poll workers 
would serve in the follow-
ing role:

Inspectors – Check off 
names as voters check in, 
assist at the voting ma-
chine, or staff the demon-

stration table. Inspectors 
also help set up and break 
down the precinct. The 
compensation is $240 per 
day.

To apply, please email Hu-
man Resources at hrad-
min@somervillema.gov. 
Applicants will be con-
tacted and hired as needed 
up until Election Day.

To learn more, please con-

tact the Elections Office at 
617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial 
approval to legislation that 
would change some lan-
guage in the 50-year-old 

law that created Councils 
on Aging in local cit-
ies and towns. Changes 
include deleting language 
that refers to “problems of 
the aging” and replacing 

it with “the needs of older 
adults;” deleting language 
that calls workers “clerks” 
and replacing it with 
language that calls work-
ers “staff;” and adding 
“and delivering services” 
to the language in the bill 
which gives the council 
the authority to “carry out 
programs.”

Supporters said the bill 
modernizes the language 

in a 50-year-old law that 
created Councils on Aging 
at a time when there were 
very few senior centers. 
They noted that the num-
ber of Councils on Aging 
and senior centers has 
grown to 350 and said the 
bill updates the statute to 
reflect the modern func-
tioning of these critical 
centers.
Rep. Kate Donaghue 
(D-Westborough), the 

sponsor of the bill, did 
not respond to repeated 
requests from Beacon Hill 
Roll Call asking her to 
comment on passage of 
her proposal and whether 
she thinks it will make it 
through the Legislature 
in the 2025-2026 session. 
The bill was given initial 
approval by the House in 
the 2023-2024 session but 
died when the House took 
no further action on it.

By Bob Katzen

Attorney General Andrea 
Campbell announced that 
new regulations promul-
gated by her office earlier 
this year, which make 
junk fees and deceptive 
pricing illegal, took effect 
on September 2.

Campbell’s office ex-
plained that junk fees are 
hidden, surprise or unnec-
essary costs that increase 
the total price of a product 

beyond the advertised 
price. Businesses often do 
not disclose such fees up-
front or only share them 
at the end of a transaction 
after consumers have al-
ready provided their per-
sonal billing information. 
Similarly, some businesses 
have engaged in practices 
related to trial offers, sub-
scriptions and automatic 
and recurring charges to 
conceal the total cost and 
nature of a product or 
service, while making it 

difficult for consumers to 
cancel or opt-out of such 
features.

“Today, as we build upon 
the commonwealth’s 
nation-leading legacy of 
consumer protection, we 
make clear that ‘junk fees’ 
and deceptive pricing are 
not lawful,” said Camp-
bell. “From concert tickets 
and hotel bookings, to 
subscription services and 
apartment rentals – sur-
prise and unnecessary 

charges have quietly cost 
consumers around the 
country tens of billions of 
dollars each year. Amidst 
rising costs, these historic 
regulations not only pro-
vide individuals with up-
front transparency about 
the true cost of a good or 
service, but level the play-
ing field for businesses by 
promoting trust and fair 
competition. I urge con-
sumers and businesses to 
view my office’s resources 
to ensure compliance with 

the new rules, which my 
office stands ready to en-
force starting today.”

CHANGE LANGUAGE IN LAW THAT CREATED COUNCILS ON AGING (H 4301)

PROHIBIT “JUNK FEES”
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

MILITARY SERVICE MEMBERS AND 
VETERANS SUICIDE AWARENESS AND REMEMBRANCE DAY (H 3388)

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial 
approval to a bill that 
would establish September 
22nd as Military Service 
Members and Veterans 

Suicide Awareness and 
Remembrance Day. The 
day would acknowledge 
that suicide is an epidemic 
among service members 
and veterans and works 
to foster awareness and 

call for suicide prevention 
measures and support.

“We brought forward this 
veteran suicide remem-
brance and awareness 
bill in direct response to 

the tragedies that have 
left holes in the fabric of 
our communities and in 
order to build awareness 
to prevent future tragedy,” 
said bill sponsor Rep. Joan 
Meschino (D-Hull). “[The 

bill] is an important step 
in offering support to both 
our active service mem-
bers and veterans.”

$10.9 MILLION FOR DAMS, LEVEES AND COSTAL INFRASTRUCTURE
By Bob Katzen

Gov. Maura Healey an-
nounced the awarding of 
nearly $11 million in funding 
for dams, levees and coastal 
infrastructure.

Supporters said the funds will 
be used to repair or remove 

aging dams, seawalls, levees 
and other critical infrastruc-
ture across the state. They 
noted it will support 23 
municipalities and nonprofit 
organizations in making long-
overdue repairs and taking 
down outdated structures that 
put homes, roads and neigh-
borhoods at risk.

“Strong infrastructure keeps 
our communities running – 
from protecting homes during 
storms to keeping roads open 
and water secure,” said Gov. 
Maura Healey. “By investing 
in these projects now, we’re 
helping communities prevent 
future problems, save money 

over time and keep people and 
neighborhoods safe.”

“As a former mayor of a 
coastal city, I know how hard 
it is to find the funding to 
take on major infrastructure 
repairs, even when the need 
is obvious,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “These grants help 

cities and towns take on big 
repairs they couldn’t tackle 
alone.”
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Annual ceremony to honor 
lives lost and those who 
served

SOMERVILLE–To mark 
the 24th anniversary of the 
9/11 attacks, Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the City of 
Somerville Department of 
Veterans’ Services invite all 

community members to a 
9/11 Remembrance Ceremo-
ny on Thursday, September 
11, at 6 p.m. in Davis Square.

The observance will honor 
all victims of 9/11 as well as 
first responders, workers, 
and volunteers who rushed 
to the scene to save lives or 

to later help carry out the 
dangerous cleanup. It will 
include a moment of silence 
and feature an invocation 
and benediction by Father 
Paul Coughlin as well as 
remarks by Mayor Ballan-
tyne and Veterans Director 
Jerome Thomas.

A bagpipe tribute including 
“Amazing Grace” will follow, 
and attendees will be given 
individual roses to place on 
the 9/11 Memorial. The cer-
emony will be framed by the 
presentation of and retiring 
of the colors (national, state, 
and unit flags) by the Honor 
Guards of the Somerville 

Police and Somerville Fire 
Department.

For more information, 
please email veterans@
somervillema.gov or contact 
311 at 617-666-3311.

Mayor Ballantyne and Somerville Veterans’ Services to Host 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony

Obituary
Patricia Ford passed away 
peacefully at her home sur-

rounded by her family on 
Friday, August 29, 2025, after 
a short battle with cancer. 
Born on June 11, 1944, in 
Malden, MA, Pat was the 
fourth of eight children born 
to Bridie Butterly and Mar-
tin J. Ford, both of County 
Galway, Ireland, and Med-
ford, MA.

She grew up in Medford and 
graduated high school from 
Girls Catholic in 1962. She 
went on to attend Boston 
State College.

Pat is predeceased by her 
sisters Maureen Doherty 

(John) of San Rafael, CA, 
Cecilia Firth (Bill) of North 
Attleboro, and her brothers 
Jack Ford (Jan) of Dennis, 
and Martin J. Ford Jr. (Terry) 
of Medford. She is survived 
by her sisters Nancy Valys 
(Frank) of Winthrop, Kath-
leen Sargent of Medford, and 
her brother Michael Ford 
(Marianne) of Medford. 
She was a loving aunt to 23 
nieces and nephews, great 
aunt to 40 great nieces and 
nephews, and great great 
aunt to many. She was espe-
cially involved in the life of 
her nephew Martin, as well 
as her great nephew Joseph 

and great niece Delaney.

Pat was a dedicated Medford 
Public School teacher for 
more than 35 years, special-
izing in Title I, special edu-
cation. She also spent time 
teaching in Queens, New 
York, and had many fond 
memories of her time spent 
teaching in Golfito, Costa 
Rica. She loved reading the 
Boston Globe, doing her 
crosswords, golf, and most 
importantly, spending time 
with her family.

Pat will be remembered 
as a true friend, a loving 

neighbor, and a remarkable 
woman to all that were lucky 
enough to have known her. 
May her memory be a bless-
ing.

Visiting hours for Pat will 
be held in the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home, 855 
Broadway, (Powder House 
Sq.) Somerville, Tuesday, 
September 9, 2025 from 
11:00am – 1:00pm.

Interment, Oak Grove Cem-
etery, Medford

Somerville/Medford Remembering Patricia Ford
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Somerville Hosting Annual Health &
Wellness Day for Veterans & Community on Saturday, September 20

Mayor Ballantyne in-
vites all to enjoy wellness 
resources, fitness demos, 
bounce house & kids 
activities, free snacks, and 
more

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 

Katjana Ballantyne and 
the City of Somerville 
Department of Veterans’ 
Services invite the com-
munity to join the 4th An-
nual Health and Wellness 
Day on Saturday, Septem-
ber 20, 2025, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Lincoln Park 
(290 Washington St.)

“I’m looking forward to 
members of our commu-
nity of all backgrounds 
joining this event in honor 
of our Veterans who have 
given so much of them-
selves to keep us safe. 

Health and Wellness Day 
is one small way we can 
give back, by making sure 
not only that Veterans, 
first responders, and their 
families have access to 
the resources, care, and 
support they deserve, but 
that we have a chance for 
all of us to come together 
as a community to cel-
ebrate health, healing, and 
connection,” said Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne.

The Health and Well-
ness Day is open to the 
entire community, with 

something for everyone to 
enjoy while learning more 
about local supports avail-
able for physical, mental, 
and family well-being.

This free, family-friendly 
event is designed to pro-
mote wellness for all ages 
and to connect Veterans, 
first responders, and their 
families with health and 
wellness resources.

Attendees will enjoy a 
range of activities, includ-
ing:
Wellness education and 

resource tables
Fitness classes such 
as yoga, Zumba, and 
strengthening
Chair massages
Children’s activities in-
cluding a bounce house 
and face painting
Free healthy snacks

For questions or more in-
formation, please contact 
the Department of Veter-
ans’ Services at 617-625-
6600 x 4700 or veterans@
somervillema.gov.



	  The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly			   		                        Tuesday September 9th, 2025                           13

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

Assault
25051033: On 8/20/25 
at approximately 4:44 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to a business 
on Mystic Ave for report 
of juveniles coming into 
the store and causing 
disturbances. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with 
an employee who stated a 
juvenile male threw a 

package of soup at him. 
Officers identified the 
juvenile suspect.

Assault
25050849: On 8/19/25 at 
approximately 8:44 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to Broadway for 
report of an assault. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with 
the victim who stated 

while walking on Alewife 
Brook Pkwy, he was ap-
proached by a male party 
who punched him in the 
face.

Assault
25051954: On 8/24/25 at 
approximately 11:46 AM, 
Somerville Police were 
flagged down on Allen St. 
The reporting party stated 
his son was playing in the 
park next to the com-
munity garden and was 
sprayed with a hose by a 
female party.

Assault
25051684: On 8/23/25 at 
approximately 2:28 AM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to Davis Sq for a 

past assault. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the 
victim who stated a female 
assaulted him with a brick.

Assault
25051531: On 8/22/25 
at approximately 2:55 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to College Ave 
for a past assault. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with 
the victim who stated 
he was walking on the 
sidewalk and saw a bike 
blocking the way. When 
he moved the bike, a juve-
nile male began to attack 
him. The victim suffered 
injuries to his lip.

Arrest
25051891: On 8/22/25 at 

approximately 2:58 AM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to a business on 
Bow St for a breaking and 
entering. Upon arrival, 
officers observed two male 
parties inside. One of the 
males was then placed 
under arrest.

Other Crimes:
• 2 MV Vandalisms
• 8 Car Breaks
• 3 Package Thefts
• 5 Bike Thefts
• 1 Motorcycle Theft

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log

By Bob Katzen

Another proposal before the 
Education Committee would 
require that children be at 
least five years old by the 
beginning of the school year 

in order to enter kindergar-
ten that year. Under current 
law, the minimum age for 
kindergarten eligibility varies 
by district, as local school 
committees have the author-
ity to set age requirements.

Supporters said this variation 

has led to inconsistencies 
across the state regarding 
when children may begin 
their formal education.

“Back in 2012, a few teach-
ers approached me with the 
idea for this legislation,” said 
sponsor Rep. Brian Ashe 

(D-Longmeadow). “They 
emphasized the educational 
value of starting children’s 
learning as early as possible. 
I filed the bill based on its 
merits and the well-estab-
lished fact that children who 
attend kindergarten build 
a stronger foundation for 

future learning.”

UNIFORM AGE FOR KINDERGARTEN (H 510)
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Ballantyne Administration Launching Free Block Party Play Kits
SOMERVILLE – This year, Somer-
ville block parties are getting even 
more fun. Funded by Mayor Ballan-
tyne’s FY26 budget, the Block Party 
Play Kits are free, borrowable kits 
filled with games and equipment to 
help neighbors turn their street into a 
playground.

Residents who apply for a block 
party license can now also request a 
Play Kit to bring added energy and 
entertainment to their neighborhood 
gathering. The kits are available at 
no cost, delivered and set up by the 
City’s vendor Knucklebones, and 
then picked up after the party.

Each kit includes a rotating mix of 
equipment to encourage all-ages play 
and neighborly connection.

Possible items include:
Giant Jenga and Connect Four
Cornhole

Scooters, PlasmaCars, and stilts
Basketball hoops and street hockey
Parachutes, jump ropes, hula hoops, 
and balance games
Spikeball, tether tennis, and more

“Block parties are one of the best 
ways to build community on your 
street,” said Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne. “By adding free Play Kits, we’re 
giving residents even more tools 
to create joyful, welcoming spaces 
where kids and adults alike can come 
together, play, and connect.”

How it works:
Request a Play Kit when applying 
for your block party license through 
Citizenserve: somervillema.gov/
blockparties

Play Kits are available on a first-
come, first-served basis and must 
be requested at least three weeks in 
advance.

Kits are available for 1–5 hours on 
the day of your party.

Whether it’s your first block party or 
your fifteenth, Somerville invites resi-
dents to take advantage of this new 
program and bring some extra fun to 
their street this summer.
For more information and to apply, 
visit: somervillema.gov/blockparties.

Somerville Annual Fall Festival Returns September 13
Mayor Ballantyne and Rec De-
partment invite community to 
annual fall celebration

SOMERVILLE– Welcome the 
fall season with a day of fun 
for the whole family. Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and Somer-
ville’s Parks and Recreation 
Department invite community 
members to the Fall Festival 
on Saturday, September 13, at 
Conway Park (560 Somerville 

Ave.) from 1 to 4 p.m.

Enjoy bounce houses, music, 
and array of fall-themed activi-
ties including pumpkin deco-
rating, face painting, music, and 
more.

This event is free to attend. In 
the event of rain, activities will 
move indoors to Founders Me-
morial Rink (8 Gardent Ct.).

To learn more about the wide 
range of programming offered 
by the City of Somerville Rec-
reation Department, please visit 
somervillema.myrec.com.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

MOTOR VEHICLE BATTERIES (H 2652)
By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial 
approval to legislation that 
would require that motor 
vehicle repair and storage 

facilities display a notice 
that informs the public 
and first responders of the 
presence of motor vehicle 
batteries on the premises.

“This legislation will put 
safety first in the event of 
a fire on a property where 
lithium-ion batteries are 
present,” said sponsor 
Rep. Mike Kushmerek 

(D-Fitchburg). “These 
batteries are notoriously 
dangerous and difficult 
to extinguish. By having 
identifying signs on loca-
tion where the batteries 

are present, it allows for 
more situational aware-
ness for first responders 
who may be responding.”

Mayor Ballantyne & 
Economic Development 
Office Invite Businesses & 
Community Members to 
Discuss
City’s Approach to Coming 
New Regulations

SOMERVILLE— The Mas-
sachusetts Cannabis Con-
trol Commission (CCC) 
recently drafted three types 
of licenses

allowing for the “social 
consumption” of cannabis 
by adults 21 and older in 

approved venues, similar to 
those allowing for alcohol 
consumption. Once these 
regulations are finalized, 
communities will be able 
to choose whether they opt 
into the new rules.

In the coming months, the 
City will be reviewing the 
CCC’s regulations and is 
proactively seeking
public feedback to help 
shape Somerville’s ap-
proach to cannabis so-
cial consumption. These 
licenses will create new 
opportunities for indi-
viduals and businesses to 
consume or serve cannabis 
in accordance with CCC 
regulations and guidelines. 
To inform Somerville’s
approach, Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the City’s 
Economic Development 
division invite local busi-
nesses and residents to 

participate in upcoming 
forums to learn about and 
discuss options.

For more information on 
cannabis social consump-
tion, please visit:
somervillema.gov/social-
consumption

The City is hosting pub-
lic forums for potential 
business operators and the 
public throughout the fall,
beginning on September 
30.

Community Outreach 
Schedule:

Virtual forums for busi-
ness operators interested in 
opening a cannabis social 
consumption establishment 
in Somerville:

Tuesday, September 30, at 
11 a.m. online via Zoom

Zoom ID: 812 9581 3073

URL:
bit.ly/45xhDzh

Monday, October 6, at 6 
p.m. online via Zoom

Zoom ID: 848 8412 7712

URL:
bit.ly/45LD5iQ

In-person forums for the 
public to learn more and 
share your thoughts about 
cannabis social consump-
tion:

Wednesday, October 29, at 
West Somerville Neighbor-
hood School (177 Powder 
House Blvd.), 6 p.m.

Thursday, November 6, 
East Somerville Commu-
nity School (50 Cross St.), 

6 p.m.

Virtual forum for the pub-
lic to learn more and share 
thoughts about cannabis 
social consumption:

Monday, November 17, at 7 
p.m. online via Zoom

Zoom ID: 859 2351 6298

URL:
bit.ly/47dgD4x

For more information 
about the Massachusetts 
Cannabis Control Com-
mission, the state agency 
that makes
the rules for legal cannabis 
sales in Massachusetts, visit 
their website at
http://www.masscannabis-
control.com.

Somerville to Host Public Forums on State’s Draft Cannabis Social Consumption Licenses
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

POSSIBLE NOVEMBER 2026 BALLOT QUESTIONS ARE CERTIFIED
By Bob Katzen

Attorney General Andrea 
Campbell announced that 
her office has certified 40 
possible ballot questions that 
could appear on the No-
vember 2026 ballot. Camp-
bell had until September 3 
to certify the questions as 
eligible or reject them as in-
eligible. Three possible ballot 
questions did not pass mus-
ter and were not certified 
because they do not meet 
the requirements outlined in 
Article 48 of the Massachu-
setts Constitution.

The next goal that the initia-
tive’s proponents must meet 
is the gathering and filing 
with the Secretary of the 
State the signatures of 74,574 
registered voters by Decem-
ber 3. The proposal would 
then be sent to the Legis-
lature and if not approved 
by May 6, 2026, proponents 
must gather another 12,429 

signatures by July 1, 2026, in 
order for the question to ap-
pear on the November 2026 
ballot.

Proposed laws that were cer-
tified include requiring vot-
ers to show identification at 
their polling places in order 
to be allowed to vote; over-
hauling or eliminating the 
financial stipends that legis-
lative leaders award to many 
lawmakers for serving in the 
leadership and as committee 
chairs; subject the governor’s 
office and Legislature to the 
state’s public records law; al-
lowing prospective voters to 
register and cast a ballot in 
a single trip to the polls on 
Election Day; enable Com-
mittee for Public Counsel 
Services staff — which 
includes public defenders, 
social workers, investigators 
and administrative staff who 
support indigent clients — 
to unionize; imposing rent 
control by curtailing rent 

increases to the cost of living 
with a 5 percent increase, 
with some exemptions; re-
ducing the personal income 
tax rate from 5 percent to 
4 percent over a three-year 
period; using a portion of 
the funds generated from the 
existing sales tax on sporting 
goods to fund conservation; 
providing indigent tenants 
with an attorney in eviction 
and foreclosure proceedings; 
and allowing single-family 
homes on small lots in areas 
with adequate infrastructure.

A complete list of proposed 
laws can be found at: https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/
ballot-initiatives-submitted-
for-the-2026-biennial-state-
wide-election-proposed-
laws-and-2028-biennial-
statewide-election-pro-
posed-constitutional-
amendments

“I applaud the civic engage-
ment of our residents, who 

filed a record-breaking 
[number of] ballot initia-
tive petitions this year,” 
said Campbell. “My office 
reviews each petition ac-
cording to the strict criteria 
outlined in Article 48 of 
our State Constitution. Our 
personal opinions and any 
constitutional considerations 
outside of Article 48 cannot 
weigh into our decision-
making about certification of 
a petition.”

Campbell’s office said that 
certification of a proposed 
ballot question does not rep-
resent the attorney general’s 
support or opposition to 
the policies proposed. The 
Massachusetts Constitu-
tion requires that proposed 
initiatives be in the proper 
form for submission to 
voters, not be substantially 
the same as any measure 
qualified to appear on the 
ballot in either of the two 
preceding statewide elec-

tions, contain only subjects 
that are related to each other 
or mutually dependent and 
not involve a set of issues 
that are specifically excluded 
from the ballot initiative 
process by the Massachusetts 
Constitution.

The office offered examples 
of ineligible proposals 
including any proposal that 
relates to religion, religious 
practices or religious institu-
tions; the powers, creation or 
abolition of the courts; the 
appointment, compensation 
or tenure of judges; a specific 
appropriation of funds from 
the state treasury; or in-
fringement on certain other 
constitutional rights listed 
in Article 48, such as trial by 
jury, freedom of the press, 
freedom of speech and free 
elections.
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

SOMERVILLE– On Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025, the City 
of Somerville will hold its City 
Preliminary Election, which 
will narrow the candidate pool 
before the Municipal Election 
on Tuesday, November 4.

The offices on the ballot for this 
election include:

Mayor
Councilor At Large
Councilor – Ward 7
School Committee – Ward 3

The preliminary election is 

open to all registered voters in 
Somerville. Somerville voters 
can vote early in person or by 
mail or on Preliminary Election 
Day.

Register to Vote in the Prelimi-
nary by Friday, September 5
You can register one of three 
ways:
Online at somervillema.gov/
registertovote,
In-person at Somerville City 
Hall (93 Highland Ave.)
Via phone by calling the Elec-
tions Department (617-625-
6600 ext. 4200) and requesting 
a voter registration form. Or 
by calling 311 (617-666-3311) 
and they will connect you to 
Elections.

The registration deadline is Fri-
day, September 5, at midnight 
online or in person by 5 p.m. 
You also may mail in your form, 
but it must be postmarked by 
September 5.

Vote Early at City Hall, Septem-
ber 9-11

Vote early in the Preliminary 
Election in the lower level of 
City Hall from Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9, through Thursday, 
September 11. The schedule is 
as follows:
September 9 – Tuesday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
September 10 – Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
September 11 – Thursday 8:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

How to Vote in the Preliminary 
Election by Mail

Applications to vote by mail 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
(not postmarked) by Tuesday, 
September 9
Download an application or fill 
it out online at somervillema.
gov/votebymail, pick one up in 
the Elections office at City Hall, 
or request one be mailed to you 
by calling Elections at 617-625-
6600 ext. 4200. Ballots must 
be received by 8 p.m., Tuesday, 
September 16.
Eligible voters who submit valid 
applications will receive their 

ballot in the mail. Ballots must 
be completed, signed, sealed, 
and received by the City no 
later than 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 16. Voters can check 
the status of their ballot on the 
state’s website.
How to return your application 
and ballot:
o Drop boxes: Leave it in a drop 
box at one of the following 
locations:
§ City Hall Concourse, 93 
Highland Ave.
§ East Somerville Community 
School, across from 68 Glen St.
§ In front of the Argenziano 
School, 290 Washington St.
§ In front of the Somerville 
Community Baptist Church, 31 
College Ave.
§ Behind the Mystic Activity 
Center, 530 Mystic Ave.
§ In front of the Igreja Presbi-
teriana De Boston Church, 212 
School St.
§ In front of Saint Catherine of 
Genoa Church parking lot, 182 
Summer St.
§ In front of the Armory, 191 
Highland Ave.

§ In front of Dilboy Post, 351 
Summer St.
§ In front of the Tufts Adminis-
trative Building, 167 Holland St.
§ In front of the West Somer-
ville Neighborhood School at 
177 Powder House Blvd.

Elections office: Return directly 
to the Elections Department at 
City Hall
Mail: Send to the Elections 
Department, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143
Email or fax (for applications 
only): Completed applica-
tions can be emailed to vote@
somervillema.gov or faxed to 
617-625-5643. Ballots cannot be 
returned by email or fax.

For more information about 
voting in Somerville, go to 
somervillema.gov/elections.

Somerville Voting Information for City Preliminary Election
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

Somerville/Medford Remembering Nicholas C. Kakles Jr.

Obituary
Nicholas C. Kakles, Jr. of 
Malden and formerly of 
Somerville, passed away 
on September 2, 2025, 
he was 81. Born in Bos-
ton, he was the son of 
the late Nora (Reardon) 

and Nicholas C. Kakles, 
Sr. Nicholas was raised 
in Somerville, along with 
his siblings, and gradu-
ated from Somerville 
Trade School, then served 
honorably with the Mas-
sachusetts National Guard 
for several years.

The beloved husband of 59 
years to Roseann (Baldas-
sari) Kakles, together they 
were married July 31,1966 
in St. Benedict Church, 
Somerville and began 
their family. He was the 
devoted father of Nicholas 
C. Kakles, III and his wife 
Rachele of Medford and 
David P. Kakles of Arkan-

sas, formerly of Somer-
ville. Cherished grand-
father of Carissa Kakles, 
Arianna Kakles, Kasandra 
Medeiros and the late 
David P. Kakles, Jr. Dear 
brother of Donna (Kakles) 
Brown of Malden and the 
late Charles M. “Chuck” 
Kakles and brother-in-law 
of Peter Baldassari and his 
late wife Diane and the 
late Richard Baldassari. 
Loving uncle of Wendy 
Brown, Christopher 
Brown, the late Bernard J. 
“Bernie” Brown, III, Car-
rie Oliver, Michelle Bal-
dassari, Richard Baldas-
sari, Toni Candow, Robert 
and Joseph Baldassari. 

Great-uncle of Ruby Giar-
ratano.

Nicholas worked for the 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts for many years, 
beginning as a heavy 
equipment operator with 
the Department of Trans-
portation. Well liked by 
his colleagues, he served 
as a union steward for 
Local SEI/NAGE Unit C 
R1-219 and would retire 
as a supervisor. He was an 
avid Bruins fan, but above 
all enjoyed time spent 
with family.

Calling Hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 

Funeral Home, 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville, on Sunday, 
September 7th from 
2:00PM to 5:00PM. Rela-
tives and friends invited 
to attend. The Funeral 
Procession will begin on 
Monday, September 8th 
from the funeral home 
at 9:30AM followed by a 
Graveside service at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden 
at 11:00AM.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in his memory can 
be made to a charity of 
one’s choise if you wish.

Obituary
Carol J. Murphy, of 
Malden and formerly 
of Charlestown and 
Somerville, passed away 
on September 3, 2025. 
She was the beloved 
daughter of the late 
George H. and Marion 

W. (Pineo) Murphy. 
Carol was a dear sister 
to Helen Dahlgren and 
was predeceased by her 
siblings Lorraine Mur-
phy, Marguerite Maher, 
Paul Murphy, Harry 
Murphy, and James 
Murphy. She is also 

survived by many nieces 
and nephews.

Carol was a dedicated 
employee of New Eng-
land Telephone. She will 
be laid to rest in the Mt. 
Auburn Cemetery with 
a private service. Funer-

al services are under the 
direction of the George 
L. Doherty Funeral 
Home in Somerville.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Carol J. Murphy
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Somerville Rock + Roll Yard Sale in Union Square September 14

Mayor Ballantyne invites 
all to City’s open-air mar-
ket featuring eclectic arts & 
crafts, vinyl
records, vintage clothing, 
and more

SOMERVILLE— Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and The 
Somerville Arts Council 
are pleased to announce 
the return
of the Rock + Roll Yard 
Sale to Union Square Plaza 
on Sunday, September 7, 
2025, from 12 to 5 p.m. 
(rain date: Sunday, Sep-
tember 14). Now in its 
18th year in Somerville, 
this long-running event 
celebrates creativity, com-
munity, and the city’s do-
it-yourself
spirit.

The Rock + Roll Yard sale’s 
creativity, community and 
support for local artists 
and small businesses
is a perfect example of 
what makes Somerville 
unique,” said Mayor Kat-
jana Ballantyne.

Presented in partnership 
with Chris and Jennifer 
Daltry of What Cheer Re-
cords, the Rock + Roll Yard
Sale will feature a wide 
range of roughly 50 lo-
cal vendors offering vinyl 
records, vintage clothing, 
handmade goods, art, and 

more. Shoppers can expect 
an eclectic mix of collect-
ibles and creations from 
independent artists, collec-
tors, and makers.

“Bringing our event to 
Somerville is something we 
look forward to every year,” 
said Chris and Jennifer
Daltry, founders of What 
Cheer Records. “It means 
the world to us to see this 
city continue to grow while 
still embracing this funky 
event. Whether you’re 
looking for music, vintage, 
or handmade items, you’ll 

find something here.”

For updates, follow

@rockandrollyardsale
and

@somervilleartscouncil on 
Instagram, or visit
somervilleartscouncil.org/
events/rock-and-roll-yard-
sale.
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


