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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and !ursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 5 Continuded to page 15

Continued to page 14

REPRODUCTIVE AND TRANSGENDER 
CARE PROTECTIONS – THE SHIELD ACT

Zoning In Medford – 
A RESET or 

an ELECTION DODGE

MAKE DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME PERMANENT (S 2157)
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__________________________________
!ank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
!e Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!
!e Somerville/Medford News Weekly

“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”
Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 

Somerville MA 02143
Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

www.!esomervillenewsweekly.com 
Local: (617)293-2016

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s E"ective and It’s Right To !e Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! !ese four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- O#ce
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Obituary
Ellen D. (Murray) Conway – A 
lifelong resident of Somerville, 
passed away peacefully at home 

on Tuesday, August 5, 2025. She 
was 85 years old.

Born and raised in Somerville, 
Ellen was the beloved daughter 
of the late Henry T. and Dorothy 
(Fatalo) Murray.

Beloved wife of the late John J. 
Conway Sr., Somerville Police Of-
$cer and Medal of Honor recipi-
ent. Devoted mother of John J. 
Conway Jr. and his partner Susan 
Reid of Somerville, Stephen D. 
Conway of North Reading and 
his partner !eresa Gubbins, and 
the late Michael Patrick Con-
way. Cherished grandmother of 
Krista Ellen !eresa Conway of 
North Reading. Loving sister of 

Joanne and her husband Edward 
Stachelski of Plymouth, Barbara 
and her husband the late Robert 
Hardy of North Reading, Nancy 
Murray Amenkowicz of Arling-
ton, Virginia and her husband 
Dennis Killeen of Arlington, 
Paul Murray and his wife Lucille 
(D’Agostino) Murray of Win-
chester, and the late Henry T. 
Murray of Winchester. Dear 
sister-in-law of Paul Conway 
and his wife Mary of Needham 
and the late Maureen (Conway) 
Maher and her husband the late 
Jack Maher of Mashpee. Also 
survived by many loving nieces 
and nephews.

Ellen deeply cherished her family 

and found her greatest joy in 
spending time with them. She 
was known for her spit$re per-
sonality, strength, and unwaver-
ing devotion to her loved ones.

A graduate of Somerville High 
Class of 1958 and Mans$eld 
Beauty Academy, Ellen worked as 
an accomplished hairdresser for 
many years. She later dedicated 
over two decades of her life to 
the Lincoln School in Somerville, 
where she worked as a lunch aide. 
Outside of work, she enjoyed 
playing bingo and cards and 
spending summers down White 
Horse Beach in Plymouth, MA.

Visiting Hours will be held on 

Tuesday, August 12th in the 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House 
SQ) from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

A funeral procession will be 
held on Wednesday, August 13th 
from the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broadway 
(Powder House SQ) Somerville 
at 9:00AM. Followed by a funeral 
mass celebrated at Saint Clement 
Parish 60 Warner St. Somerville 
at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are invited.

Services will conclude with inter-
ment at Oak Grove Cemetery, 
Medford.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Ellen D. (Murray) Conway

Somerville/Medford Remembering Cheryl Ann (Cameron) Scully

Obituary
Cheryl Ann (Cameron) 
Scully, passed away at her 
home in Somerville sur-
rounded by the love of her 
family on August 1, 2025, 
at the age of 67. Born and 
raised in Somerville, Cheryl 
was one of six children born 
to Etta (Henderson) and 
Archibald Cameron.

She had fond memories 
of growing up in her fam-
ily home in Teele Square. 
She adored her parents 
and would reminisce about 

searching for di"erent bugs 
in the backyard with her 
father (and his parrot!) and 
eating homemade egg salad 
sandwiches with her mother 
on school lunch breaks. A 
graduate of Somerville High 
School with the Class of 
1975, Cheryl moved to Lynn 
a%er getting married and 
lived there for over 30 years. 
Nonetheless, she stayed very 
close to her best friends from 
Somerville and remained 
close with them to this day. 
Even when they did not 
see each other for a while, 
Cheryl and her Somerville 
crew picked back up as if no 
time had passed. She and her 
husband Kevin returned to 
Somerville in 2017.

Cheryl began her career in 
retail sales and banking and 
worked in various roles at 
several well-known compa-
nies including the Christmas 
Tree Shops, Dress Barn, Fa-
mous Footwear, and Citizens 
Bank. At every work place, 
she met cherished friends 
and developed relationships 
that lasted her whole life. 
Shout out to the Green Tea / 
Bali Hai group. She worked 

tirelessly for 35+ years until 
her daughter Nicole begged 
her to retire in 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Even in retirement, Cheryl 
was very active. She took on 
any and every cra% proj-
ect—from cross-stitching 
to vase painting to creating 
incredible Christmas deco-
rations from scratch. Her 
Christmas hat boxes were so 
good that they are on display 
in her house year ‘round. She 
particularly enjoyed making 
clothes, scarves, bowl warm-
ers, purses, and all kinds of 
accessories for her friends 
and daughters, who treasure 
every piece she ever made. 
She really could have made 
millions with an Etsy shop.

Cheryl loved traveling 
to tropical locations and 
considered the beaches of 
Aruba her “happy place.” If 
Aruba was too far away, trips 
to Cape Cod for the beaches 
(and the ice cream) would 
do just as well. She and Kev-
in were regulars at Seafood 
Sam’s in South Yarmouth. 
And lest we forget all of the 
family trips and shenanigans 

on Royal Caribbean cruises 
over the years! Cheryl $nally 
made it across the Atlantic 
to Europe for a Christmas 
vacation in 2023 with her 
husband and daughters. 
While it was no Aruba, she 
had a great time. She was 
even willing to try a%ernoon 
tea, which was a big step for 
a lifelong Dunkin’ Donuts 
drinker.

Cheryl is survived by her 
beloved husband Kevin 
Scully. When they $rst met, 
Kevin would call Cheryl at 
her workplace to ask her out 
on dates. His bold move paid 
o", and they were married 
for nearly 39 years. She is 
also survived by her daugh-
ters and best friends Nicole 
Scully of New York, New 
York and Lauren Scully of 
London, England. She was 
the dear sister of Dianne 
Connelly (and her husband 
Dan) of Hyannis and the 
late Jacqueline Pegg, Frances 
(“Frannie”) Russell, Law-
rence Cameron, and Lois 
Goodfellow. Wherever she 
is now watching over all of 
us, we know she is in good 
company. We imagine that 

Frannie is tending bar for 
everyone and providing sage 
advice to Cheryl, as she did 
growing up. Cheryl leaves 
many loved cousins, nieces, 
and nephews.

Cheryl was incredibly kind, 
patient, talented, and funny. 
!ere was never a con-
cern of yours she couldn’t 
soothe, an accomplishment 
she wouldn’t celebrate, or 
a cross word puzzle she 
couldn’t solve. She was the 
best person we’ve ever met. 
!e world will be a little 
less bright and a little less 
creative without her.

In keeping with Cheryl’s 
wishes, services will be 
private. A Celebration of Life 
party will be held at a later 
date. If you wish, donations 
in Cheryl’s memory can 
be made to Massachusetts 
General Hospital’s !oracic 
Oncology Fund: https://giv-
ing.massgeneral.org/donate/
lung-cancer-research

$300 MILLION FOR LOCAL ROADS AND BRIDGES (H 4307)
By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law 
a $1.2 billion transportation 
bond bill that includes autho-
rizing $300 million in one-time 
funding for the maintenance 
and repair of local roads and 
bridges in cities and towns 
across the state.

!e $300 million is a 50 percent 
increase over last year’s fund-
ing. !e measure provides that 
$200 million be distributed 
to all cities and towns based 
on the standard Chapter 90 

Program distribution formula 
while $100 million would be 
distributed to all municipalities 
based solely on road mileage.

!e package also contains $885 
million for other transporta-
tion-related projects including 
$500 million for roads and 
bridges that are in the worst 
condition; $200 million to 
repair local culverts and small 
bridges under 20 feet that are 
in a state of disrepair or require 
replacement; and $185 million 
for capital projects to reduce 
congestion hotspots.

“!rough this Chapter 90 
funding, we will upgrade roads 
and bridges across the state to 
improve transportation, reduce 
congestion and enhance safety,” 
said Gov. Healey. “Whether it’s 
helping a city repave a key com-
muter route or giving a small 
town the resources to replace 
a &ood-prone bridge, this bill 
is delivering the resources our 
communities need to deliver for 
their residents.”

“As a former mayor, I know 
how transformational this 

funding can be when it comes 
to planning, budgeting and 
delivering the infrastructure 
our communities deserve,” said 
Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll. “!is bill 
is a win for every city and town, 
as well as every person who 
travels across our state.”

“!is legislation reinforces the 
very foundation of our trans-
portation system, starting in the 
communities where people live, 
work and navigate daily life,” 
said Transportation Secretary 
Monica Tibbits-Nutt.

“It re&ects our shared commit-
ment to building safer streets, 
expanding access to public 
transit, and creating infrastruc-
ture that doesn’t just support 
economic growth, but actively 
advances equity and climate 
resilience. With our municipal 
partners, we’re not just repair-
ing roads. We are reshaping 
the future of transportation to 
be more just, sustainable and 
inclusive.”
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

O#ce (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Here We Go Again Medford
“Here we go Again, But I 
Hear No Trumpets Blow 
Again.”SOS at the Medford 
City Council last Tuesday. 
Sad for all who hang on to 
homes with rising taxes and 
gaining nothing from long, 
tedious,nonCity related 
bases. I usually try and o"er 
an idea or two, but went 
home.

You see, one Councilman 
wants the City to be be 1st 
MassCity to NOT allow the 
admission, lease, or, pur-
chaser company involved 
in fossil, manufactured of 
weapons, or antihuman rite 
use in Medford. Well, the 
Council better be prepared 
to have MANY vacant 

lots, buildings, therefore a 
higher Commercial rate, 
and handson research hours 
‘causr sooo many companies 
are diverse in products and 
the WAYS to make even $ne 
products not precluded. !is 
“weapon” topic I am sure 
led to the line of people with 
ethnic Palestinian scarves on 
also on an anti Israel toot!! 
One good question to all 
of them and those watch-
ing… Where does Hamas 
buy weapons .Go a%er those 
countries and underground 
ways, get a Federal job to 
stop them and leave our 
Council!! Tine better served 
for ALL that way. You will 
also make more $$….save 
our tax,$$ in hours of Fed-

eral rant. WE all love peace, 
using our Medford tax $$ 
in an Ordinance as this anti 
company admit
Is almost encroaching No 
Right to Defend and not a 
way to stop War. !is idea, 
by the way, was topped o" by 
the Trump is Dictator rant 
again….No More Steering 
here please! Misuse here of 
our taxdollars.

Write to your Mayor NOW 
as this idea passed 2 edits!!

Sharon Deyeso
Concerned Resident

Zoning In Medford – A RESET or an ELECTION DODGE

Recently Council President Zach 
Bears made a public statement to 
change the schedule and create a 
vision for the re-zoning changes in 
Medford. He started by praising the 
work the city council has conduct-
ed on the proposed re-zoning plan.

Also within his statement was criti-
cism of the mayor for not making 
available the funds needed for 
additional community outreach. 
!e true reason for this about face 
is Council President Zach Bears’ 
concern for the election coming up 
in November. He is concerned 

about his and the current council’s 
re-election.

!e suggestion that the city council 
wanted additional community in-
put is a distraction and false. If the 
current council members are re-
elected, they will double down on 
their objective to move the zoning 
plan forward without the changes 
requested from the citizens.

!ey will claim they extended the 
window for additional input, but 
what is really needed is the city 
to listen and act on the citizens’ 

inputs. !e current council has 
demonstrated their true lack of 
interest in citizen input. One only 
needs to consider how they ignored 
the Salem Street residents.

!e City Council along with the 
OCD director, Alica Hunt and 
Innes Associates based the zoning 
plan requirements on the Compre-
hensive Master Plan. !e interest-
ing aspect of the Master Plan was 
its limited content regarding the 
actual development opportuni-
ties and speci$c re-zoning needs 
to support those opportunities for 
the city. Instead, a"ordability and 
transportation were major points 
emphasized in the master plan.

!e report described the inclusive-
ness and openness of the master 
plan process, which is a convenient 
defense to substantiate using the 
master plan leading into the zoning 
planning. However, what about 

development objectives based on 
Medford needs?

Much of the master plan inputs 
focused on:
Open and Engaged Communica-
tion
Welcoming and Supportive Neigh-
borhoods
Vibrant Places
Climate Resilience
Access for All.

!ese topics have merit, but again 
where are the community inputs 
on development, where should the 
development be, real growth that 
bene$ts Medford and desired ame-
nities for Medford citizens?

A fresh look at the entire zoning 
plan and its primary objectives are 
needed. !e premise that a city-
wide re-zoning of each neighbor-
hood and street is not what citizens 
asked for when thinking about 

updates. No one asked to destroy 
the single-family fabric of Medford.

!e re-zoning should be targeting 
speci$c areas to enable correct de-
velopment and bene$ts to the city 
and its citizens, including:
• Medford Square
• Mystic Ave
• Rt 16
• Transportation hubs such as Wel-
lington
• Open unused parcels of land 
across the city

Do not be satis$ed by a few staged 
“public input sessions”. Look for 
substantial changes to the objec-
tives and core elements of the zon-
ing plan with commitment. Do not 
be fooled by the political maneu-
vering of the council president.

Richard Orlando
Medford citizen
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “De$-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gi% cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gi% 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gi% 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

!ank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to !e Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and 
the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil, in partnership with 
producer Yvette Wilks 
of Wilks Productions 
Consultancy, invite com-
munity members to the 
eleventh annual Evolution 
of Hip Hop Festival on 
Saturday, August 23, (rain 
date: August 24), from 
4:00 to 7:30 p.m. in Union 
Square Plaza.

Evolution of Hip Hop 
is an annual ArtsUnion 
festival and is free for all 
to attend. !is year’s event 
is building an intergenera-
tional community of those 
who love music, beats and 
storytelling, which are 
part of the many compo-
nents of Hip Hop.

Here’s what to expect:
Musical performances 

begin at 4 p.m.: Enjoy the 
sounds of Latin hip hop 
band FM Collective will 
be headlining the evening 
with performances by Dro 
Casso, and more. Stay 
tuned as artists continue 
to be added to the line-up.
Photo opportunities with 
a collection of vintage 
cars provided by Gregory 
Smith of Show Riders and 
Ultimate Entertainment 
group
Visual artists and cra% 
vendors
Community tabling: Meet, 
greet, and get information 
from local community 
groups

“!e festival was created 
to provide a platform for 
our youth and upcoming 
artists and to help remove 
the stigma associated with 
Hip Hop,” said event pro-
ducer Yvette Wilks.

Mayor Ballantyne Invites the Community to the 
Annual Evolution of Hip Hop Festival in Union Square
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Sta"

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproo$ng, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Somerville Seeks Polling Place Workers for Preliminary Election Tuesday, September 16

Earn $240 for the workday, 
6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

SOMERVILLE– !e City 
of Somerville is seeking 
polling place workers and 
standby poll workers for 
the upcoming Prelimi-
nary Election on Tuesday, 
September 16. Many poll 
workers are needed to 
support operations and 
conduct a successful elec-
tion.

General Duties
Poll worker must be ready 

to step in as needed on 
Election Day: Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025. !e 
workday starts at 6:30 a.m. 
and ends a%er the polls 
close at 8 p.m., with a two-
hour break. Poll workers 
would serve in the follow-
ing role:

Inspectors – Check o" 
names as voters check in, 
assist at the voting ma-
chine, or sta" the demon-

stration table. Inspectors 
also help set up and break 
down the precinct. !e 
compensation is $240 per 
day.

To apply, please email Hu-
man Resources at hrad-
min@somervillema.gov. 
Applicants will be con-
tacted and hired as needed 
up until Election Day.

To learn more, please con-

tact the Elections O#ce at 
617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

By Bob Katzen

Sponsors of possible ballot 
questions for the November 
2026 election faced their $rst 
deadline last week in the long 
process to get their proposed 
law on the ballot. Sponsors had 
until August 6 to submit their 
proposals and the signatures of 
ten citizens to Attorney General 
Andrea Campbell’s o#ce.

!ere were 43 initiative peti-
tions for proposed new laws 
$led with Campbell’s o#ce. 
Campbell will decide by Sep-
tember 3 if the proposals pass 
muster and meet constitutional 
requirements. If an initiative 
petition for a proposed law is 
certi$ed, the initiative’s propo-

nents are required to gather and 
$le with the Secretary of the 
State the signatures of 74,574 
registered voters by December 
3. !e proposal would then be 
sent to the Legislature and if 
not approved by May 6, 2026, 
proponents must gather an-
other 12,429 signatures by July 
1, 2026, in order for the ques-
tion to appear on the November 
2026 ballot.

Proposed laws include requir-
ing voters to show identi$cation 
at their polling places in order 
to be allowed to vote; overhaul-
ing or eliminating the $nancial 
stipends that legislative leaders 
award to many lawmakers for 
serving in the leadership and as 
committee chairs; subject the 

governor’s o#ce and Legislature 
to the state’s public records law; 
allowing prospective voters 
to register and cast a ballot 
in a single trip to the polls on 
Election Day; enable Commit-
tee for Public Counsel Services 
sta" — which includes public 
defenders, social workers, 
investigators and administra-
tive sta" who support indigent 
clients — to unionize; imposing 
rent control by curtailing rent 
increases to the cost of living 
with a 5 percent increase, with 
some exemptions; reducing the 
personal income tax rate from 
5 percent to 4 percent over 
a three-year period; using a 
portion of the funds generated 
from the existing sales tax on 
sporting goods to fund con-

servation; providing indigent 
tenants with an attorney in 
eviction and foreclosure pro-
ceedings; and allowing single-
family homes on small lots in 
areas with adequate infrastruc-
ture.

A complete list of proposed 
laws can be found at: https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/
ballot-initiatives-submitted-
for-the-2026-biennial-state-
wide-election-proposed-laws-
and-2028-biennial-statewide-
election-proposed-constitution-
al-amendments

�� ! e Medford Police Department and
Medford Recreation are teaming up to bring 
back the Wright’s Pond Junior Fishing Derby 
on Monday, August 25, 2025!

Families are invited to spend the morning 
$shing, followed by food and fun at the bath-
house — including popcorn, freeze pops, hot 
dogs, and more! ��

� Location: Wright’s Pond
� Check-In: 8:30–9:00 AM
� Fishing: 9:00–11:00 AM
� Food: 11:00 AM–12:00 PM

� FREE event – tackle and food provided!

� Please bring your own $shing rod if you
have one. Limited rods will be available, and 

you must sign up if you need one. We’ll main-
tain a waitlist and work with local vendors to 
provide more if needed.

���� !is is a family-friendly event!
Children 16 & under must have adult 
supervision.
MA Freshwater Fishing Licenses are required 
for guardians and juniors ages 15+. (Free for 
ages 15–17.)

� Registration is required: https://medford-
ma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_de-
tails.aspx?ProgramID=31249

POSSIBLE 2026 BALLOT QUESTIONS

Medford Fishing Derby



 !e Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly  8                  Tuesday  August 12th, 2025           

            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

!e Law O#ces of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 O#ce (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/!e 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shi%s in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By !ousands
(617)293-2016 

!e Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. !e 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to $nish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and quali$cations.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Sta"

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproo$ng, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Hit & Run Investigation – Information Needed
We are investigating a hit 
and run that occurred on 
Sunday, August 10, 2025, at 
approximately 1:20am. A pe-
destrian was struck while in 
the crosswalk in front of Al-
exander’s (277 Main Street). 
!e driver &ed southbound 
on Main Street toward 

Somerville. !e victim sus-
tained serious injuries.

We are seeking any surveil-
lance video that may have 
captured the suspect vehicle 
before, during, or a%er the 
incident.

If you have footage or 
information, please contact 
Detective Michael Pellegrino 
at 781-391-6767 ext. 3244.

Medford Police, Med-
ford Fire, and State DCR 
responded to two separate 
$res in the wooded area 
behind Medford High 
School; one on Friday, 8/8 
around 3:30pm and an-
other just a%er midnight 
today, 8/10.

Although the causes re-
main unknown, both inci-
dents are being considered 
as potentially suspicious at 
this time.

If you saw anything un-
usual or have any infor-
mation about potential 
suspicious activity in the 

area, please contact us at 
781-395-1212.

Medford Police Department SEEKING INFORMATION ON POTENTIALLY SUSPICIOUS FIRES
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

!e House gave initial approval 
to a bill that would increase the 
amount of funds that a school 
district can stash away in a reserve 

account during good $scal times to 
help alleviate the $scal burden of 
paying for special education during 
di#cult $scal times. !e measure 
would increase the amount allowed 
from 2 percent to 5 percent of the 

district’s annual budget.

“!e districts I represent have 
struggled over this past year, as 
have districts across the com-
monwealth, and one of the biggest 

drivers of those challenges has 
been the rising cost of special edu-
cation,” said sponsor Rep. Kathy 
LaNatra (D-Kingston). “I want to 
give districts the tools they need to 
plan for these di#cult times in the 

future and give them the chance 
to make sound $scal planning 
decisions to ensure that rising costs 
don’t lead to budget cuts.”

SPECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING (H 2302)

House 150-6, Senate on a voice vote 
without a roll call, approved and Gov. 
Maura Healey signed into law a 
$259 million $scal 2025 supplemental 
budget.

!e measure provides $40 million for 
the Committee for Public Counsel 
Services (CPCS) to hire about 320 addi-
tional public defenders. !is supple-
mental budget did not include this 
investment in legal representation for 
indigent defendants when the governor 
$rst $led it, but a work stoppage among 
private attorneys who take cases as bar 
advocates had since led some criminal 
defendants to have charges against 
them dropped. !e Legislature added 
the $40 million. !e budget would 
provide bar advocates with a $20-an-
hour raise over two years – compared 
to the $60-an-hour raise that some bar 
advocates were seeking.

Supporters said the $40 million will 
more than double the CPCS’s existing 
workforce. !ey noted that increas-
ing the proportion of indigent clients 
represented by public defenders—as 
opposed to private bar advocates, who 
are independent contractors—will help 
stabilize the public defense system in 
Massachusetts.

“!is agreement provides a substantial 
raise for bar advocates that re&ects 
our commitment to supporting the 
important work that they do, even in 
a challenging budget year,” said Gov. 
Healey upon signing the budget.

“Despite chaos at the federal level, the 
Massachusetts Legislature remains 
committed to delivering important ser-
vices to our residents and communities, 
ensuring our bills are paid, practicing 
$scal responsibility and maintaining 
access to justice for all,” said Senate 

President Karen Spilka (D-Ashlan)
.
Not everyone agreed with that assess-
ment. !e Massachusetts Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers (MACDL) 
said in a statement that the raise is not 
su#cient and pledged that the MACDL 
will “continue to support the tireless 
advocacy, commitment and sel&essness 
of the many bar advocates who stand in 
solidarity to make their voices heard.”

!e statement continued, “!e rates 
for bar advocates in Massachusetts 
remain insu#cient and will not solve 
the current constitutional crisis. !is 
legislation does not bring the rate of 
pay for bar advocates anywhere near 
the rate of pay for appointed attorneys 
in neighboring states.”

“I say to you today and to the leader-
ship, we’re going nowhere,” said Sean 
Delaney an advocate of the higher 
wages. “Your ridiculous proposal that 
you put forward yesterday has only 
strengthened our resolve.”

In the meantime, despite the signing of 
the bill, some criminal defendants who 
haven’t been appointed a lawyer in the 
past 45 days continue to have charges 
against them dismissed.

Other provisions in the budget include 
$60 million for Home Care Services; 
$43 million for Residential Assistance 
for Families in Transition (RAFT); 
$15.5 million for increasing the security 
of Electronic Bene$ts Transfer (EBT) 
cards by transitioning to chip cards; 
$7.5 million for the Healthy Incentives 
Program which both strengthens food 
security for residents and supports 
Massachusetts farmers in the face of 
federal funding cuts; $6 million for vet-
erans’ bene$ts; $4 million for the Mas-
sachusetts State Police crime lab; and $1 
million for the Fair Housing Fund.

“Amid President Trump’s dismantling of 
the Department of Education, and amid 
sweeping cuts at the federal level to pro-
grams that millions of Americans rely 
on, this supplemental budget makes key 
investments that will ensure continued 
funding for state programs that support 
many of the commonwealth’s most vul-
nerable residents,” said House Speaker 
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy).

“[!is budget] has a carryover from 
the last budget, still spending money 
on illegal immigrants and pushing 
transgenderism and abortion,” said Rep. 
John Gaskey (R-Carver). “Until the 

Democrat-led Legislature wakes up to 
reality that these policies are destroy-
ing our state, I will continue to vote 
‘No’ and I encourage other Democrat 
leaders to recognize reality and step up 
to be a voice for sanity and healthy citi-
zens. Additionally, while I think the at-
torneys should be paid better to defend 
the indigent, I believe there are better 
ways than letting criminals go free.”

Five other representatives voted against 
the budget but did not respond to re-
peated requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call 
asking them to explain why they voted 
against it. !e $ve representatives, all 
Republicans, are Reps. Brad Jones (R-
North Reading); Paul Frost (R-Auburn); 
Nicholas Boldyga (R-Southwick); Marc 
Lombardo (R-Billerica); and Alyson 
Sullivan-Almedia (R-Abington).

(A “Yes” vote is for the $259 million 
budget. A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Didn’t Vote Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato 
Yes Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

259 MILLION FISCAL 2025 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (S 2575)
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Sta"

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproo$ng, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

SOMERVILLE – !e 
Somerville Police have 
charged two juveniles, 
ages 16 & 17, for their 
alleged involvement in a 
shooting that occurred on 
July 22, 2025 in the area of 
495 Grand Union Boule-
vard.

On 7/22/25, at 9:30 p.m., 
the Somerville Police 

Communications Center 
received 911 calls for shots 
being $red in the parking 
lot near 495 Grand Union 
Blvd. Police recovered 23 
shell casings and located 
multiple vehicles and a 
business with ballistic 
damage.!ere were no 
injuries reported.

In the days that followed, 

Somerville Police Detec-
tives worked in coordina-
tion with law enforcement 
partners to identify and 
safely take the two in-
volved juveniles into cus-
tody. !e incident remains 
under investigation.

Somerville Police Department Charges Two Juveniles in July 22 Shooting at Grand Union Blvd
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!e makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

!e City of Somerville is 
planning to build a new 

PK-8 public school build-
ing, and the Construction 
Advisory Group (CAG), 
Mayor Ballantyne, and 
Somerville Public Schools 
want to hear from you.

To inform their recom-
mendation to the Mayor 
on the location and scope 
of the project, members 
of the CAG worked with 
an urban planning $rm 

and City sta" to develop a 
10-minute survey to gath-
er perspective from across 
the Somerville communi-
ty. !is outreach is part of 
the Mayor’s commitment 
to ensure community 
voices are heard on this 
important decision.

“Building a new school for 
our students is a genera-
tional investment in our 

city’s future,” said Mayor 
Ballantyne. “As we work 
toward this goal, there are 
critical decisions to make. 
We want to make sure the 
full community can weigh 
in on these decisions, 
share their perspective, 
and support the critical 
work the CAG has been 
doing. I’d like to invite the 
full community to partici-
pate in this survey.”

To learn more about the 
project, visit somervil-
lema.gov/newpkto8.

Take the survey:

Somerville School Build-
ing Project: Community 
Survey

Somerville Community Invited to Take Survey on New PK-8 School Building Options

By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved an 
amendment that would 
increase funding for the 
Department of Mental 
Health (DMH) by $3.5 
million (from $15.5 mil-
lion to $19 million) to 
support diversion pro-
grams that o"er treatment 
alternatives to incarcera-
tion for individuals with 
mental illness and sub-
stance use disorders. It 
also directs the DMH to 
update regulations to im-
prove discharge protocols 

for patients leaving mental 
health and substance use 
facilities that are overseen 
by the state.

“!is amendment gets 
money and training into 
the hands of the people 
doing the hardest work–
the o#cers, clinicians and 
outreach workers who are 
o%en the $rst to encoun-
ter our most vulnerable 
constituents,” said amend-
ment sponsor Sen. Nick 
Collins (D-Boston). “By 
expanding these diversion 
programs and strengthen-

ing discharge oversight, 
we’re helping police de-
escalate, helping commu-
nities stay safe and helping 
people get the care they 
need.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
$3.5 million.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

3.5 MILLION FOR DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH (S 3)
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

REPRODUCTIVE AND TRANSGENDER CARE 
PROTECTIONS – THE SHIELD ACT (H 4271)

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law the “Shield Act” 
which would prohibit state agencies, employ-
ees and law enforcement from cooperating 
with investigations by other states or the fed-
eral government, into reproductive or gender 
a#rming health care that is legally protected in 
Massachusetts.

Other provisions include enhancing license 
protections for anyone providing or assisting 
in reproductive or transgender care; forbid-
ding insurance companies from discriminat-
ing against or penalizing providers who o"er 
reproductive and gender-a#rming care; and 
protecting attorneys licensed in Massachusetts 
from removal or discipline for advising or 
representing clients on the topics of reproduc-
tive or transgender care.

“Massachusetts will always be a state where 
patients can access high-quality health care 
and providers are able to do their jobs without 
government interference,” said Gov. Healey. 
“From the moment Roe was overturned, we 
stepped up to pass strong protections for 
patients and providers, and with President 
Trump and his allies continuing their assaults 
on health care, we’re taking those protections 
to the next level. No one is going to prevent 
the people of Massachusetts from getting the 
health care they need.”

“Once again we are standing up to defend the 
rights of Massachusetts residents,” said Sen. 
Cindy Friedman (D-Arlington) Senate chair 
of the Committee on Health Care Financ-
ing. “Facing a wave of new threats on our 
autonomy from the federal government and 
other states, this legislation will enhance the 
protections for patients and providers we $rst 
put in place in 2022. In the commonwealth, 
legally protected health care is just that, and we 
will always step up to uphold this and $ght for 
our residents.”

“In Massachusetts, our residents enjoy equal 

protection under our laws and full control 
over their own healthcare choices,” said Rep. 
Michael Day (D-Stoneham), House Chair of 
the Committee on the Judiciary. “We stand 
united in a#rming that we will not allow radi-
cal prosecutors or politicians in other states to 
exploit legally protected healthcare decisions 
made here in the commonwealth for their own 
political gain.”

“Today, we again a#rm our residents’ right to 
make their own health care decisions—and 
that in Massachusetts, we will not discriminate 
against anyone based on the care they seek or 
provide,” said Senate President Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “We will not cede ground to the 
Trump Administration as it attacks the rights 
and wellbeing of people seeking reproduc-
tive and gender-a#rming care. By reinforcing 
our Shield Law, we are expanding protections 
further than ever before.”

“As the Trump Administration and Republi-
cans across the country continue to target indi-
viduals for exercising their right to make their 
own health care decisions in consultation with 
their doctor, this legislation is representative 
of the Legislature’s commitment to preserving 
that fundamental right,” said House Speaker 
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy). “!is Shield Act 
builds on the commonwealth’s proud history of 
preserving and expanding access to reproduc-
tive and gender-a#rming care by establish-
ing new safeguards around patient data, and 
by protecting health care professionals who 
provide that vital care.”

“It comes as no surprise that Gov. Healey 
would, unhesitatingly, endorse the expanded 
Shield Act,” said Catholic Action League 
Executive Director C. J. Doyle. “Healey has 
openly credited one of the leading proponents 
of the measure, Planned Parenthood—whose 
representatives attended the signing cer-
emony—with making her career in Massa-
chusetts politics possible. Following her $rst 
election to public o#ce, as Attorney General 
in 2014, Healey said her endorsement by 
Planned Parenthood was ‘a game changer for 

my campaign.’”

Doyle continued, “As 22 states and the District 
of Columbia now have shield laws, concealing 
the identity, obstructing the extradition and 
absolving the liability of abortionists who send 
Mifepristone to states where its use is illegal, 
there is growing pressure for action to correct 
this overreach. Any attempt to invoke the 
clauses of the Shield Law to require that Cath-
olic institutions perform so-called emergency 
abortions as part of ‘stabilizing care,’ would be 
met by a court challenge on First Amendment 
free exercise grounds.”

“Gov. Healey and Massachusetts legislators 
have sadly, but predictably, bowed to ideology 
instead of protecting Massachusetts citi-
zens, especially children,” said Sam Whiting, 
General Counsel to the Massachusetts Family 
Institute. “!is ‘shield law’ only shields activist 
healthcare providers from transparency and 
accountability, all while infringing on the 
rights of other states to protect children from 
abortion and irreversible gender mutilation 
procedures.”

“Beacon Hill Democrats showed us who they 
were and what their desired outcome is with 
the Shield act and Rep. Adrianne Ramos 
couldn’t have said it better that the Republicans 
want parents to have a say in their child’s life, 
to say no to transgender or abortion,” said Rep. 
John Gaskey (R-Carver). “Democrats want to 
be the middleman between parents and their 
children. !at is what this bill is about. !ey 
want to protect those that want to kill babies 
and mutilate children. When will this be 
enough? What are they going to add next year 
or better yet, take away from parents?”
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

!e City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/$nance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
a%er: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
!e City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact !upten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

!upten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Ballantyne Administration Sharing Homeownership Opportunity at 411 Norfolk Street

SOMERVILLE–Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the Mayor’s O#ce 
of Strategic Planning and Com-
munity Development (OSPCD) are 
pleased to announce the resale of 
one deed-restricted condominium 
to eligible, $rst-time homebuyer 
households at a below market price 
through the City’s Inclusionary 

Housing Program. !is unit will be 
o"ered to households with a yearly 
gross income at or below 80% Area 
Median Income (AMI).

Unit Number and Tier:
Sale Price:
Minimum 3% Down Payment:
Estimated Initial Condo Fee:
Unit 1B (Studio @ 80% AMI)
$177,924
$5,338
$267

Annual Gross Income Limits
1 person
2 people
80% AMI:
$92,650
$105,850

!e a"ordable unit is Deed Re-

stricted, and the sale price is set by 
formula. Buyers of this unit will be 
subject to equity and resale provi-
sions and annual compliance moni-
toring. !e unit may not be used 
for Airbnb, Vrbo or other short 
term rentals platforms or services 
and cannot be leased or subleased. 
!e units must be used as the 
primary and principal residence of 
the household.

Building Description & Unit De-
scription
411 Norfolk St. is a residential 
development in the Cobble Hill 
neighborhood of Somerville 
consisting of nineteen (19) units. 
!e complex is a short walking 
distance from Inman Square, and 
o"ers an on-site parking space for 
a monthly fee of $275. !e unit 

includes hardwood &ooring, and a 
full kitchen area equipped with an 
island. Residents also have access to 
shared outdoor spaces, two laundry 
rooms and communal grills. Unit 
will be ready for occupancy upon 
closing, which is anticipated for fall 
2025.

How to Apply
Pre-lottery applications are avail-
able now until !ursday, August 
14, at 12 p.m. (noon) electronically 
on the City of Somerville Inclu-
sionary Housing Program website 
(somervillema.gov/inclusion-
aryhousing). Paper copies may be 
requested at Somerville City Hall 
(93 Highland Ave), City Hall An-
nex (50 Evergreen Ave.), and any 
of the Somerville Public Library 
branches.

A complete application must be 
delivered to the Housing Division 
by 12 p.m. (noon) on !ursday, 
August 14, 2025 (must be received 
by this date, not post-marked). 
Applications may be mailed to the 
Inclusionary Housing Program 
(Housing Division) located at:
City Hall Annex
50 Evergreen Ave.
Somerville, MA 02145

OR emailed to: inclusionary@
somervillema.gov or faxed to: 617-
591-3235.

By Bob Katzen

LA bill before the Committee 
on State Administration and 
Regulatory Oversight would 
require Massachusetts to be 
on Daylight Savings Time all 
year, meaning people would no 
longer change the clocks in the 
spring and fall.

Currently, 48 states have Day-
light Savings – the exceptions 
being Hawaii and Arizona. 
Daylight Savings Time begins at 
2 a.m. local time on the second 
Sunday in March. On the $rst 
Sunday in November areas on 
Daylight Saving Time return to 
Standard Time at 2 a.m. When 
Daylight Saving Time begins 

in the United States you turn 
your clocks ahead one hour 
(“Spring forward”). At the end 
of Daylight Savings Time, you 
turn your clocks back one hour 
(Fall back.”)

Sponsor Sen. John Keenan (D-
Quincy) said, “Re&ecting the 
recommendations made by the 
Massachusetts Special Commis-
sion on the Commonwealth’s 
Time Zone, this bill could result 
in decreased energy usage; 
reduced risk of heart attacks, 
strokes, car and workplace 
accidents; increased workplace 
productivity; and less crime.”

Supporters said the bill would 
result in a permanent increase 

in daylight hours in the eve-
ning, encourage more evening 
activities and increase physical 
$tness. !ey noted that under 
the current system, changing 
the time even by only an hour, 
impacts body clocks or circa-
dian rhythm, leading to worse 
sleep, particularly for infants. 
!ey noted that the mental 
e"ects of less daylight increase 
depression while compromising 
sleep duration and e#ciency.

FREE MENSTRUAL PROD-
UCTS (H 684) – A bill before 
the Education Commit-
tee would require all public 
schools, with grades 6-12 
students, to maintain free 
menstrual products, including 

sanitary napkins and tampons 
in restrooms and to make them 
available in a “convenient man-
ner that does not stigmatize any 
persons seeking the products.”

“Requiring schools to provide 
free menstrual products will 
not only reduce distractions 
throughout the day but will also 
reduce embarrassment by guar-
anteeing that essential health 
items are readily available when 
needed,” said sponsor Rep. Je" 
Roy (D-Franklin). “Such access 
ensures that students can attend 
classes and participate in ex-
tracurricular activities without 
interruption. Toilet paper and 
paper towels are available free 
of charge at high schools and 

middle schools, and menstrual 
products are no less essential 
to a student’s wellbeing. No 
student should face any barrier, 
$nancial or otherwise, to ac-
cessing basic health essentials.”

!e bill was given initial ap-
proval in the House in 2024 
but never advanced further and 
died in committee at the end of 
2024.

MAKE DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME PERMANENT (S 2157)
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Somerville Fire Department News Updates
At 11:05 p.m. on Sunday, 
August 10, the Somerville 
Fire Department was 
alerted to a $re at 268 
Powderhouse Boulevard. 
Upon arrival, $re$ghters 
encountered heavy $re in 
a second-&oor apartment 
with multiple occupants 
reportedly trapped. A sec-
ond alarm was called.

“A lot of work had to hap-
pen in a short amount of 
time to produce a suc-
cessful outcome. !is was 
an excellent response by 
Somerville Fire crews,” 
said Chief Charles Breen.

Crews’ work included 
stretching hose lines to 
control heavy $re in the 
originating apartment 

unit and prevent it from 
spreading, raising lad-
ders to rescue trapped 
occupants needing help at 
windows, and searching 
through near zero visibil-
ity and high heat to locate 
a missing occupant.

!ree adults were re-
moved over aerial ladder, 
one child was removed 
over ground ladder, one 
occupant jumped from 
the third &oor onto a 
mattress provided by 
another resident, and one 
unconscious occupant was 
pulled by $re$ghters from 
the third &oor. Fire$ghters 
also rescued one cat. Four 
occupants were trans-
ported to local hospitals 
for treatment, and four 

Somerville $re$ghters suf-
fered minor injuries.

!e three-story apartment 
complex, a public housing 
building, sustained exten-
sive $re, smoke, and water 
damage. A total of 9 apart-
ment units were deemed 
uninhabitable, displacing 
those residents.

!e investigation indi-
cates that the $re is not 
suspicious and most likely 
started with an unat-
tended candle: https://
www.mass.gov/news/
somerville-$re-most-like-
ly-started-with-unattend-
ed-candle
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join !e Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
!e outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

SOMERVILLE– On Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025, the City 
of Somerville will hold its City 
Preliminary Election, which 
will narrow the candidate pool 
before the Municipal Election 
on Tuesday, November 4.

!e o#ces on the ballot for this 
election include:

Mayor
Councilor At Large
Councilor – Ward 7
School Committee – Ward 3

!e preliminary election is 

open to all registered voters in 
Somerville. Somerville voters 
can vote early in person or by 
mail or on Preliminary Election 
Day.

Register to Vote in the Prelimi-
nary by Friday, September 5
You can register one of three 
ways:
Online at somervillema.gov/
registertovote,
In-person at Somerville City 
Hall (93 Highland Ave.)
Via phone by calling the Elec-
tions Department (617-625-
6600 ext. 4200) and requesting 
a voter registration form. Or 
by calling 311 (617-666-3311) 
and they will connect you to 
Elections.

!e registration deadline is Fri-
day, September 5, at midnight 
online or in person by 5 p.m. 
You also may mail in your form, 
but it must be postmarked by 
September 5.

Vote Early at City Hall, Septem-
ber 9-11

Vote early in the Preliminary 
Election in the lower level of 
City Hall from Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9, through !ursday, 
September 11. !e schedule is 
as follows:
September 9 – Tuesday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
September 10 – Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
September 11 – !ursday 8:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

How to Vote in the Preliminary 
Election by Mail

Applications to vote by mail 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
(not postmarked) by Tuesday, 
September 9
Download an application or $ll 
it out online at somervillema.
gov/votebymail, pick one up in 
the Elections o#ce at City Hall, 
or request one be mailed to you 
by calling Elections at 617-625-
6600 ext. 4200. Ballots must 
be received by 8 p.m., Tuesday, 
September 16.
Eligible voters who submit valid 
applications will receive their 

ballot in the mail. Ballots must 
be completed, signed, sealed, 
and received by the City no 
later than 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 16. Voters can check 
the status of their ballot on the 
state’s website.
How to return your application 
and ballot:
o Drop boxes: Leave it in a drop 
box at one of the following 
locations:
§ City Hall Concourse, 93 
Highland Ave.
§ East Somerville Community 
School, across from 68 Glen St.
§ In front of the Argenziano 
School, 290 Washington St.
§ In front of the Somerville 
Community Baptist Church, 31 
College Ave.
§ Behind the Mystic Activity 
Center, 530 Mystic Ave.
§ In front of the Igreja Presbi-
teriana De Boston Church, 212 
School St.
§ In front of Saint Catherine of 
Genoa Church parking lot, 182 
Summer St.
§ In front of the Armory, 191 
Highland Ave.

§ In front of Dilboy Post, 351 
Summer St.
§ In front of the Tu%s Adminis-
trative Building, 167 Holland St.
§ In front of the West Somer-
ville Neighborhood School at 
177 Powder House Blvd.

Elections o#ce: Return directly 
to the Elections Department at 
City Hall
Mail: Send to the Elections 
Department, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143
Email or fax (for applications 
only): Completed applica-
tions can be emailed to vote@
somervillema.gov or faxed to 
617-625-5643. Ballots cannot be 
returned by email or fax.

For more information about 
voting in Somerville, go to 
somervillema.gov/elections.

Somerville Voting Information for City Preliminary Election
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527!e Law O#ces of 

Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

Mayor Ballantyne Inviting Community to ‘24 Hours of Culture’ on 
August 16 to Celebrate BIPOC Arts, Community, and Culture

SOMERVILLE– Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and 
the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil, in proud partnership 
with Circle Squared, 
are excited to present 
‘24 Hours of Culture’, a 
celebration amplifying 
the diverse cultural heart-
beat of the Somerville 

and Greater Boston on 
Saturday, August 16 (Rain 
date: August 17), at Union 
Square Plaza and Stone 
Park, from 4 to 10 p.m.

Designed to upli% Black, 
Indigenous, and People 
of Color (BIPOC) voices 
and showcase local artists, 
performers, and commu-
nity leaders, 24 Hours of 
Culture invites residents of 
all ages to engage with live 
performances, public art, 
and hands-on workshops. 
!is event is free to attend 
and open to all ages.

“Somerville is a city that 

thrives on creativity, in-
clusivity, and civic pride. 
Events like 24 Hours of 
Culture bring us together 
to celebrate who we are, 
and who we can become, 
through the arts, culture, 
and shared experiences.” 
said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne.

Event highlights include:

Live performances from 
KAE ALAYAH, Forte, and 
DJ High Fadility
Mural & Banner Making: 
Help co-create a visual 
piece representing com-
munity resilience 

Zine Making with Guer-
rilla Mag: DIY publishing 
and storytelling 
Afro-Futurism workshop 
Collective Envisioning: 
A participatory space to 
re&ect on what culture, 
healing, and joy look like 
in our neighborhoods 
Lawn games, local ven-
dors, and interactive 
exhibits
“A welcoming, joyful 
space built for connection 
and creative expression. 24 
Hours of Culture is about 
highlighting the best parts 
of our community to cre-
ate the world we want to 
see.” said event producer 

Cidjud Felix.

For more information, 
visit: somervilleartscoun-
cil.org/events/24-hours.

About Circle Squared

Circle Squared is a BIPOC 
led and centered cultural 
curatorial organization 
amplifying communal 
agency as means to cre-
ate the world we want 
to live in. Follow Circle 
Squared on Instagram (@
circle.squared2) and use 
#24HoursofCulture when 
sharing event photos.

By Bob Katzen
L
Senate 5-34, rejected an amend-
ment to the current law, known 
as the MBTA Communities Act, 
which according to the state’s 
website, requires that an MBTA 
community “must have at least 
one zoning district of reason-
able size in which multi-family 
housing is permitted as of right 
and meets other criteria includ-
ing minimum gross density of 
15 units per acre; and a location 
not more than 1/2 mile from a 
commuter rail station, subway 
station, ferry terminal or bus 
station. No age restrictions can 

be applied and the district must 
be suitable for families with 
children.”

!e amendment would require 
the Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
to develop and promulgate 
regulations allowing a city 
or town a"ected by the zon-
ing provisions of the MBTA 
Communities Act to appeal for 
relief from those provisions. 
!e amendment would also 
require any appeal to be based 
on at least one of the following 
criteria: the community’s inabil-
ity to meet the drinking water 

supply or wastewater require-
ments necessary to support the 
housing units authorized by 
the law’s zoning provisions; the 
inability of municipal transpor-
tation infrastructure to safely 
accommodate the increased 
population attributable to this 
housing development; and any 
adverse environmental impacts 
attributable to the development 
of housing units under this act.

“Allowing for these exceptions 
provides an avenue for a town 
to rightfully appeal the MBTA 
Community decision in cases 
where more harm than good is 

present,” said Sen. Ryan Fatt-
man (R-Sutton).

Sen. Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester), 
the sponsor of the amendment, 
did not respond to repeated re-
quests by Beacon Hill Roll Call 
to comment on his amendment.

“I voted against [this amend-
ment] because it was based on 
what I believe is the inaccurate 
premise that a municipality 
must permit construction of 
housing in MBTA commu-
nity zones even if there is an 
inadequate drinking water 
supply, wastewater capabilities, 

transportation infrastructure 
and environmental protec-
tions,” said Sen. John Keenan 
(D-Quincy).

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment allowing an appeal. A 
“No” vote is against the amend-
ment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

APPEAL MBTA COMMUNITIES ACT (S 3)
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 O#ce/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% o" when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

INVESTIGATE AIR QUALITY IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS (S 351)
By Bob Katzen

Another bill before the Educa-
tion Committee would establish 
a 17-member task force to review 
and investigate indoor air quality in 
public school buildings that provide 
education for K-12 children.

!e committee would be tasked with 
identifying indicators of indoor air 
quality by conducting an assess-
ment of carbon monoxide detection 
systems within each public school, 
developing best practices for place-
ment and installation of carbon 
monoxide detection systems and 
reviewing the regulation of mini-
mum and maximum allowable air 
temperatures and relative humidity. 
By October 1, 2026, the task force 
would be required to $le a report on 
its $ndings, which would include 
recommendations for any proposed 
legislation.

“Ensuring that our children are safe 
at school is of utmost importance,” 

said sponsor Sen. Ryan Fattman 
(R-Sutton). “!is legislation creates a 
task force to examine current carbon 
monoxide monitoring, temperature 
settings and the impact this has on 
the school setting. !e taskforce 
would then establish new practices 
that are in line with the highest 
standards possible to ensure that air 
quality in schools is what is best for 
our children.”

LOCAL PLANNING BOARDS (H 
2300) – !e House gave initial ap-
proval to legislation that would allow 
associate members of local Planning 
Boards to act on any matter before 
a planning board, mirroring the 
current law that applies to associ-
ate members of Zoning Boards of 
Appeal. An associate planning board 
member is one that is appointed to 
act in place of regular members be-
cause of absence, con&ict of interest 
or when a seat is vacant. !e bill was 
given initial approval by the House 
in the 2024 session but died in com-
mittee with no further action taken.

Supporters of the bill said that the 
attorney general has ruled that as-
sociate members may only act on a 
special permit application, and none 
of the other many functions of a 
planning board. !ey said that the 
attorney general’s ruling can handi-
cap a planning board when trying to 
attain a quorum to open a meeting, 
or when voting on other matters and 
permits before them, such as site 
plans or subdivisions.

“Planning Boards have many respon-
sibilities including but not limited to 
long range planning and permitting 
of special permits, site plans and 
subdivisions,” said sponsor Rep. 
Kristin Kassner (D-Hamilton). “!is 
will help the Planning Boards in our 
communities keep permitting on 
track and move through the business 
in front of them. Amendments like 
this clear up confusion in the law 
and provide needed tools for com-
munity success.”

NO-COST EARLY LITERACY TU-
TORING IN 272 SCHOOLS – !e 
Healey Administration announced 
that 272 schools in Massachusetts 
have been selected to receive free, 
early literacy tutoring this school 
year, designed to help students in 
kindergarten through third grade 
build foundational reading skills — 
with Grade 1 as the top priority. !is 
“High-dosage tutoring” provides 
one-on-one or small-group tutoring 
sessions multiple times a week for at 
least ten weeks.

“It’s crucial for our teachers and 
schools to have access to the re-
sources they need to support every 
young reader,” said Gov. Healey. 
“!is initiative will help bring high-
dosage early literacy tutoring directly 
to students who need it most, giving 
them the foundational skills essential 
for long-term success.”

“When our schools have access to 
evidence-based, culturally sustaining 
tutoring options, students are more 

likely to achieve the critical mile-
stone of reading pro$ciently by third 
grade,” said Education Secretary Dr. 
Patrick Tutwiler. “!is opportunity 
targets $rst grade, a crucial year for 
learning to read.”

“Learning to read in $rst grade is a 
milestone on the pathway to future 
success in school, and in life,” said 
Education Commissioner Pedro 
Martinez. “It’s hard to overstate the 
importance of learning to read in 
the early grades, and we want each 
and every Massachusetts student to 
get the support they need to achieve 
that.”
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced sta" 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience !rough Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
!ursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC   SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagner&oraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We o"er good starting pay, overtime a%er 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


