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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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Order Yours Today!
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Obituary

MaryLou Priscilla (Stan-
cato) Paduano – Of Haver-

hill, formerly of Medford, 
passed away peacefully 
on Friday, August 8, 2025 
surrounded by her loving 
family. She was 91 years old. 
Leaving behind a legacy of 
love, warmth and devotion 
to her family.

Born in Everett, she was the 
daughter of the late Paul A. 
and Mary P. (Fabiano) Stan-
cato. MaryLou devoted her 
life to her family as a loving 
and dedicated stay-at-home 
mom. She found her great-
est joy in raising her chil-

dren and cherished every 
moment spent with them. 
Her pride and love for her 
family grew even more with 
the arrival of her grandchil-
dren, whose accomplish-
ments she celebrated with 
boundless joy and pride.

Although mom and nana 
is gone, she will live in our 
hearts forever.

Beloved wife of the late 
Donald T. Paduano. Devot-
ed mother of Pamela Ruane 
and her husband Scott of 

Haverhill, Donald “Donny” 
Paduano of Somerville. 
Loving grandmother of 
Patrick Thomas Ruane and 
Sean Ruane. Cherished dog 
mom to Oreo.Dear sister of 
10 siblings. Also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews.

Calling hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville, on Monday. 
August 18th from 11:00AM 
to 12:00PM. Followed by a 

prayer service in the funeral 
home at 12:00PM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Services will conclude with 
burial at Oak Grove Cem-
etery, Medford.

Somerville/Medford Remembering MaryLou Priscilla (Stancato) Paduano

Somerville/Medford Remembering David J. Desmond
Obituary
David J. Desmond, a life 
long Somerville resident, 
passed away at home on 
August 9, 2025, he was 
just 45 years young. David 
was born in Boston the 
cherished son of Mary 
Lou Johnson of Arlington 
and the dear brother of 

the late Daniel R. John-
son, who passed away in 
March of last year.

Complete obituary and 
services to be posted.

Visiting Hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 

Funeral Home, 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville on Monday, 
August 25th from 4:00PM 
to 7:00PM. Relatives and 
friends invited to attend.

If you wish, donations in 
David’s memory can be 
made to Supportive Liv-

ing, Inc. c/o Development 
Office, 9 Oakland Street, 
Lexington, MA 02420 or 
online at https://www.
supportivelivinginc.org/
giving-page-3 .. Or to a 
charity of your choice

Somerville Fire Department News Updates
Five new Somerville fire-
fighters graduated from 
the Boston Fire Academy 
on Wednesday, August 13.

They are pictured left to 
right with Chief Breen 
(center): Kevin McGuirk, 
Norberto Maldonado, 
Nolan Carrier, Nicholas 
Cantone and Mitzschael 
Myrthil. Chief Breen at-
tended the ceremony and 
handed out their assign-
ments.

City of Somerville Staff Member Honored by 
Massachusetts House of Representatives for Decades of Service

SOMERVILLE, MA– On Fri-
day, July 25, Somerville’s own 
Bonny Carroll was awarded 
a special citation from
the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives for her work as 
a dedicated leader in tobacco 
prevention and longtime cham-
pion for youth and families in 

Somerville.

A lifelong Somerville resident, 
Carroll serves as the City’s 
Director of Tobacco Control in 
the Health
and Human Services Depart-
ment. Her work has been in-
strumental in shaping tobacco 
prevention efforts across the 
city. Bonny’s legacy continues to 
inspire colleagues, youth, and 
community members alike. Her 
decades of service have shaped 
policies, strengthened
partnerships, and uplifted lives 
throughout Somerville and the 
State.

“It’s always moving to see our 

City staff recognized for their 
work,” said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne.
“It speaks to the real impact 
they make every day. Bonny’s 
work is a model of what com-
passionate, community-driven 
service looks like.”

“I was so honored to award a 
citation to Bonny Caroll for 
dedicating over two decades of 
service to
advancing the health and 
wellbeing of youth and families 
in Somerville and across Mas-
sachusetts,” said Representative 
Barber. “Her tireless advocacy 
and unwavering commitment 
to protecting youth from nico-

tine addiction have made our 
community stronger and
ensured a healthy path for 
future generations.”

Carroll was previously rec-
ognized with an appreciation 
award during the Somerville 
Cares About Prevention
(SCAP) Annual Celebration 
on May 29. This is an annual 
event where Somerville Posi-
tive Forces youth leaders and 
community members gather to 
celebrate efforts supporting the 
health and wellbeing of young 
Somerville residents.

“Bonny has poured her heart 
into building a healthier city,” 

said Lovelee Heller-Bottari, 
SCAP Program
Director, who presented the 
award. “She leads with integrity, 
warmth, and an unwavering 
determination to make a differ-
ence. Her impact can be seen in 
our city’s tobacco policies, and 
it is felt in the lives of countless 
individuals and families who 
have been
touched by her care and deter-
mination.”

For more information on 
Somerville’s Prevention Pro-
grams, please contact Director 
of Prevention Services
Tina Los at tlos@somervillema.
gov.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

New Parking Camera Devices Enforce Two-Hour Limits at 
Manchester-by-the-Sea Beaches May Be Coming To Your City of Town Soon

By William Tauro

Manchester-by-the-Sea, a 
picturesque coastal town in Mas-
sachusetts, is embracing cutting-
edge technology to manage 
parking at its popular beaches. 
New automated parking camera 
devices are now in use, designed 
to enforce the town’s two-hour 
parking limit with precision.

These devices, spotted along 
beachfront areas, are changing 
how parking regulations are 
monitored, ensuring compli-
ance while sparking conversation 
among locals and visitors.

The cameras, equipped with 
advanced license plate recogni-
tion (LPR) technology, automati-
cally scan parked vehicles and 
track their duration in designated 
two-hour zones. Once a vehicle 
exceeds the two-hour limit, the 
system issues a citation without 
the need for manual intervention 
by parking enforcement officers.

This technology, similar to sys-
tems like CITYSCANNER® used 
elsewhere, relies on high-preci-
sion GPS and LPR to document 

violations accurately. The cam-
eras capture geodata, timestamps, 
and photographic evidence, 
ensuring citations are issued only 
when a vehicle has overstayed its 
allotted time.

Local authorities say the devices 
aim to increase parking turnover, 
ensuring more visitors can ac-
cess beachfront parking during 
peak summer months. “The goal 
is to keep spaces available for 
everyone enjoying our beaches,” a 
town official noted. The auto-
mated system also reduces the 
need for labor-intensive patrols, 
allowing enforcement to cover 
more ground efficiently. Un-
like traditional methods, these 
cameras operate 24/7, regardless 
of weather, making enforcement 
consistent and reliable.

However, the introduction of 
these devices has raised concerns 
among some beachgoers. Critics 
argue the system feels impersonal 
and worry about potential errors, 
such as misread license plates 
or disputes over timing. Oth-
ers see it as a necessary step to 
manage overcrowding, especially 
during tourist season. Unlike 

speed camera citations, which 
can sometimes be contested due 
to signage or calibration issues, 
parking camera citations rely on 
clear evidence of time spent in a 
spot, making appeals trickier but 
not impossible.

Sadly I did notice that they are 
made of a cheap flimsy material 
and mounted very poorly into 
the ground and easy to push and 
tip them over.

Manchester-by-the-Sea’s adop-
tion of this technology reflects 
a broader trend toward digital 
parking enforcement, seen in cit-
ies like Manchester, New Hamp-
shire, and Newport, Wales, where 
similar systems have boosted 
compliance and revenue. For 
now, beach visitors are advised 
to set timers and adhere to the 
two-hour limit to avoid a surprise 
ticket. As these devices become 
more common, they’re reshap-
ing parking habits—one scan at 
a time.

Early Morning Stabbing In Davis Square Somerville
At approximately 8:34 AM 
Monday, SPD 911 received 
a call for a possible stab-
bing at the MBTA Davis 
Sq Red line stop. Upon 
arrival, responding Of-
ficers discovered one male 
suffering from an apparent 
stab wound.

The victim was trans-
ported to the hospital 

with non-life threaten-
ing injuries. SPD along 
with MBTA officers made 
an arrest for the assault 
shortly thereafter. The in-
cident occurred on MBTA 
property and the MBTA 
Transit Police Department 
is the lead agency. This 
remains an active investi-
gation.
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and 
the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil, in partnership with 
producer Yvette Wilks 
of Wilks Productions 
Consultancy, invite com-
munity members to the 
eleventh annual Evolution 
of Hip Hop Festival on 
Saturday, August 23, (rain 
date: August 24), from 
4:00 to 7:30 p.m. in Union 
Square Plaza.

Evolution of Hip Hop 
is an annual ArtsUnion 
festival and is free for all 
to attend. This year’s event 
is building an intergenera-
tional community of those 
who love music, beats and 
storytelling, which are 
part of the many compo-
nents of Hip Hop.

Here’s what to expect:
Musical performances 

begin at 4 p.m.: Enjoy the 
sounds of Latin hip hop 
band FM Collective will 
be headlining the evening 
with performances by Dro 
Casso, and more. Stay 
tuned as artists continue 
to be added to the line-up.
Photo opportunities with 
a collection of vintage 
cars provided by Gregory 
Smith of Show Riders and 
Ultimate Entertainment 
group
Visual artists and craft 
vendors
Community tabling: Meet, 
greet, and get information 
from local community 
groups

“The festival was created 
to provide a platform for 
our youth and upcoming 
artists and to help remove 
the stigma associated with 
Hip Hop,” said event pro-
ducer Yvette Wilks.

Mayor Ballantyne Invites the Community to the 
Annual Evolution of Hip Hop Festival in Union Square
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Somerville Seeks Polling Place Workers for Preliminary Election Tuesday, September 16

Earn $240 for the workday, 
6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

SOMERVILLE– The City 
of Somerville is seeking 
polling place workers and 
standby poll workers for 
the upcoming Prelimi-
nary Election on Tuesday, 
September 16. Many poll 
workers are needed to 
support operations and 
conduct a successful elec-
tion.

General Duties
Poll worker must be ready 

to step in as needed on 
Election Day: Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025. The 
workday starts at 6:30 a.m. 
and ends after the polls 
close at 8 p.m., with a two-
hour break. Poll workers 
would serve in the follow-
ing role:

Inspectors – Check off 
names as voters check in, 
assist at the voting ma-
chine, or staff the demon-

stration table. Inspectors 
also help set up and break 
down the precinct. The 
compensation is $240 per 
day.

To apply, please email Hu-
man Resources at hrad-
min@somervillema.gov. 
Applicants will be con-
tacted and hired as needed 
up until Election Day.

To learn more, please con-

tact the Elections Office at 
617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

By Bob Katzen

“Massachusetts has over 
25,000 culverts, most of 
which are undersized. By 
replacing these outdated 
culverts with larger, safer 
structures, we can better 
prepare our communities for 
severe weather. Investing in 
these projects now will save 
our cities and towns money 
on disaster recovery in the 
future.”

— Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs Secretary Rebecca 
Tepper announcing $2.9 
million in grants to support 
ecological restoration proj-

ects across Massachusetts to 
strengthen resilience against 
extreme weather events, im-
prove water quality, reduce 
flood risk and restore crucial 
wildlife habitat.

“Our audit identified a num-
ber of issues that undermine 
and negatively impact the 
Cannabis Control Commis-
sion’s mission to equitably 
and effectively oversee the 
cannabis industry in Mas-
sachusetts. Our team ap-
preciates the commission’s 
cooperation throughout 
this audit, which serves to 
identify areas for needed 
improvements to better 

serve the residents of the 
commonwealth. We encour-
age the Cannabis Control 
Commission to adopt our 
office’s recommendations 
for improvement and will 
be revisiting the commis-
sion’s progress in roughly six 
months as part of our post-
audit review.”
—Auditor Diana DiZoglio 
upon releasing an audit of 
the Cannabis Control Com-
mission (CCC) — the inde-
pendent agency responsible 
for developing and enforcing 
regulations over the mari-
juana industry in Massa-
chusetts. Among the audit’s 
findings is that the CCC’s 

mismanagement of prorated 
fees for license extensions 
resulted in revenue loss, pro-
cedural inequity, noncom-
pliance with state regula-
tions and the appearance of 
potential favoritism and/or 
impropriety with respect to 
some being required to pay 
fees, while others inexplica-
bly did not need to do so.

“Massachusetts is narrowing 
the digital divide by working 
with communities to deliver 
digital training and educa-
tion services to residents 
statewide. The Municipal 
Implementation Program 
offers a road map to local 

leaders through a planning 
exercise and puts dollars on 
the table to implement the 
communities’ top priorities 
to close the digital divide.”
— Massachusetts Interim 
Economic Development 
Secretary Ashley Stolba an-
nouncing $555,747 in grants 
as part of the Municipal 
Digital Equity Implementa-
tion Program designed to 
support a broad range of 
activities across the state 
including expanding digital 
literacy instruction, digital 
education and access, digital 
navigation services, laptop 
and tablet distribution and 
public Wi-Fi networks.

🎣🐟 The   Medford Police Department and 
Medford Recreation are teaming up to bring 
back the Wright’s Pond Junior Fishing Derby 
on Monday, August 25, 2025!

Families are invited to spend the morning 
fishing, followed by food and fun at the bath-
house — including popcorn, freeze pops, hot 
dogs, and more! 🌭🍧

📍 Location: Wright’s Pond
🕣 Check-In: 8:30–9:00 AM
🎣 Fishing: 9:00–11:00 AM
🍴 Food: 11:00 AM–12:00 PM

✅ FREE event – tackle and food provided!

🎣 Please bring your own fishing rod if you 
have one. Limited rods will be available, and 

you must sign up if you need one. We’ll main-
tain a waitlist and work with local vendors to 
provide more if needed.

👨‍👩‍👧‍👦  This is a  family-friendly event!
Children 16 & under must have adult 
supervision.
MA Freshwater Fishing Licenses are required 
for guardians and juniors ages 15+. (Free for 
ages 15–17.)

📲 Registration is required: https://medford-
ma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_de-
tails.aspx?ProgramID=31249

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill

Medford Fishing Derby
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Lyft Driver Arrested in Somerville After Alleged Sexual Assault on Passenger
SOMERVILLE – Middlesex District 
Attorney Marian Ryan and Somerville 
Chief of Police Shumeane Benford 
have confirmed that Luis Carlos Ramos 
Teixeira, age 27, of Brockton has been 
charged with rape and indecent assault 
and battery on a person over fourteen. 
The defendant, a Lyft driver, is alleged 
to have sexually assaulted a female pas-
senger over the weekend.

On August 9, Somerville Police Detec-
tives responded to a local hospital 
to speak with an adult woman who 
disclosed that she had been sexually 
assaulted by a Lyft driver in Somerville. 
After interviewing the victim, police were 
able to identify the suspect as Luis Carlos 
Ramos Teixeira. Teixeira was alleged to 
have picked up the victim at a Boston 
location and brought her home to Somer-
ville where he allegedly got into the back 
seat of the vehicle and sexually assaulted 
the victim.
On Sunday, August 10, 2025, Somerville 
Detectives along with the members of the 
Massachusetts State Police and Brockton 
Police located Teixeira in Brockton where 
he was arrested on a warrant.

He was arraigned Monday in Somerville 
District Court and ordered held without 
bail pending a dangerousness hearing 
scheduled for Friday.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

Secretary of State Bill Gal-
vin’s Citizen Information 
Service has compiled infor-
mation about new financial 
aid programs available to 
Massachusetts students at 
public colleges and universi-
ties.

The new informational 
brochure, “Low and No Cost 
Options for Higher Educa-
tion,” highlights several new 
programs available through 
the state’s public colleges. 
Detailed information is pro-
vided about the state’s free 
community college program, 
free tuition at state schools 

for lower income students 
and scholarships available 
for high-achieving commu-
nity college students trans-
ferring to one of the UMass 
campuses.

“In the last few years, Massa-
chusetts has created several 
new pathways to affordable 

learning, but students and 
their parents may not be 
aware of these options,” Gal-
vin said. “This publication is 
meant to educate the public 
about grants and scholar-
ships that may be available, 
to help alleviate the burden 
of student loans.”

More information and de-
tails are available at https://
www.sec.state.ma.us/divi-
sions/cis/education/low-no-
cost-options.htm

LOWER COST OPTIONS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

On Friday, August 8, seven 
firefighters graduated 
from the Massachusetts 
Firefighting Academy in 
Stow and received their 
assignments from Chief 
Breen. The new firefighters 
are Christopher Carvalho, 
Steven Flythe, Jake Hardy, 
Todd Headley, Kerry Kahn, 
Gavin Tierney, and Matthew 
White.

From the Department of 
Fire Services: https://www.
mass.gov/news/31-local-
firefighters-graduate-from-
firefighting-academy-2

Somerville Fire Department News Updates
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

SOMERVILLE– You can help. 
On Sunday, August 10, 18 
Somerville residents includ-
ing three children, as well as 
pets, were displaced by a fire on 
Powderhouse Boulevard that 
left nine apartments at Claren-
don Hill Housing uninhabit-
able.

Water damage impacted ad-

ditional neighboring units as 
well. Fortunately, after mul-
tiple rescues, everyone got out 
safely, but significant challenges 
remain for our neighbors who 
now face replacing their ruined 
belongings from prescriptions 
and personal products,
to beds, food in their pantries, 
and school clothes and supplies.

Fortunately, the Somerville 
Housing Authority is working 
swiftly to rehouse
these residents, and City 
departments and partners are 
coordinating temporary shelter 
and supports while those units 
are readied, but your help is 
needed as our neighbors re-
build their lives.

 

Most have lost all or most of 
their belongings. If you are able, 
please donate to the Somerville
Homeless Coalition’s EMER-
GENCY FUND
to both help them put their 
lives back together and to let 
them know their community 
cares. Donations of any size 
will help. An outpouring of 
support
for victims of the recent Wheat-
land fire to this fund made all 
the difference in helping them 
back on their feet.

The fund is designed to provide 
immediate relief to the af-
fected residents and will help 
other neighbors in need as they 
face future emergencies. Your 
financial

donation will support a range 
of needs from meals, household 
products, and transportation to 
pet supplies, shoes, and more.

 

“Once again our brave firefight-
ers were there to save lives, 
and now the work of recovery 
begins,” said Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne. “As our staff surge 
supports, the community can 
become part of the caring 
response by supporting the 
Somerville Homeless Coalition
Emergency Fund, which can 
quickly provide the kind of 
direct help to individuals that 
makes all the difference in a 
crisis.”

HOW TO DONATE

You can donate at bit.ly/SHCE-
mergencyFund and
select “Emergency Fund” to 
support these families, stu-
dents, and residents.

No donation is too small.

Only financial donations are 
sought at this time.

Mayor and Somerville Homeless Coalition Activate Emergency Fund 
for Somerville Fire Victims; Call for Community Donations
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Medford VFW #1012 
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having 
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21 , 
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty 
Lombardo will be the DJ 
so don’t miss it!

Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

The City of Somerville is 
planning to build a new 

PK-8 public school build-
ing, and the Construction 
Advisory Group (CAG), 
Mayor Ballantyne, and 
Somerville Public Schools 
want to hear from you.

To inform their recom-
mendation to the Mayor 
on the location and scope 
of the project, members 
of the CAG worked with 
an urban planning firm 

and City staff to develop a 
10-minute survey to gath-
er perspective from across 
the Somerville communi-
ty. This outreach is part of 
the Mayor’s commitment 
to ensure community 
voices are heard on this 
important decision.

“Building a new school for 
our students is a genera-
tional investment in our 

city’s future,” said Mayor 
Ballantyne. “As we work 
toward this goal, there are 
critical decisions to make. 
We want to make sure the 
full community can weigh 
in on these decisions, 
share their perspective, 
and support the critical 
work the CAG has been 
doing. I’d like to invite the 
full community to partici-
pate in this survey.”

To learn more about the 
project, visit somervil-
lema.gov/newpkto8.

Take the survey:

Somerville School Build-
ing Project: Community 
Survey

Somerville Community Invited to Take Survey on New PK-8 School Building Options

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administra-
tion announced a package 
of $46 million for electric 
vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure to sup-
port the buildout of EV 
chargers across Massa-
chusetts. Supporters said 
that the funding will help 
address gaps identified 

by the Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure Coordinat-
ing Council, including the 
need for more chargers 
along secondary corridors 
and to support medium- 
and heavy-duty vehicles.

“We’re making it easier for 
everyone to get around 
as more Massachusetts 
residents choose to drive 

electric,” said Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Rebecca Tep-
per. “Not only are these 
vehicles fun to drive but 
they are typically less 
expensive to maintain 
than their gas- and diesel- 
powered counterparts. We 
are committed to building 
a cleaner environment 
and vibrant economy for 

everyone.”

“Expanding our robust 
network of public EV 
chargers will enable elec-
trification of passenger 
vehicles as well as highly 
polluting medium- and 
heavy-duty vans and 
trucks,” said Mass Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP) 

Commissioner Bonnie 
Heiple. “This funding 
allows MassDEP to cut 
air and noise pollution 
in communities across 
the state — driving real 
change for a healthier 
Massachusetts.”

$46 MILION FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING



    14     Tuesday  August 19th, 2025               		   	                                              The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly			

GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Ballantyne Administration Strengthens 
Tree Preservation Ordinance to Better Protect Urban Canopy

SOMERVILLE — The City of 
Somerville’s Department of Public 
Space and Urban Forestry (PSUF) is 
sharing
updates to its Tree Preservation Ordi-
nance, reinforcing the City’s com-
mitment to protecting trees on both 
public and private land. The

amended ordinance, approved by 
the City Council on May 15, 2025, 
includes strengthened requirements 
for tree removal and new protec-
tions for significant trees affected by 
construction.

Under the new ordinance, owner-
occupants of one- to three-family 
homes with a residential exemption
must now partially offset the loss 
when they remove a tree. In the past, 
these homeowners did not have to 
provide any mitigation. Now, they 
must meet 10% of the standard 

replanting or payment requirement. 
This is a significant reduction—cur-
rently $60 per caliper
inch of tree removed instead of the 
standard $600 per caliper inch.

Since 2019, Somerville has required 
permits for the removal of noninva-
sive trees measuring 8 inches
or more in diameter at breast height 
(DBH). The updated ordinance 
maintains that requirement and now 
also strengthens the standards for 
how significant public and private 
trees must be protected during con-
struction. Contractors must follow a 
tree protection
plan using industry-standard practic-
es before work begins and maintain 
protections throughout the construc-
tion process. The City’s Tree Warden 
has the authority to require modifica-
tions to ensure compliance.

As before, emergency tree removals, 
including dead, dying, or hazardous 
trees certified by an arborist,
remain exempt from the tree removal 
permit process. Permits are still not 
required for removal of trees under 8 
inches DBH or invasive species under 
24 inches DBH, with the exception 
of Tree of Heaven, which is always 
exempt regardless of size.

The updated ordinance was proposed 
by the City’s Urban Forestry Com-
mittee and shaped by public input
during a series of City Council meet-
ings in spring 2025.

To learn more about the require-
ments, apply for a permit, and learn 
more visit:
somervillema.gov/tree-removal-
guidelines
or email trees@somervillema.gov.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

FIRST RESPONDERS MUST HAVE NARCAN AVAILABLE (S 1410)
By Bob Katzen

The Committee on Mental 
Health, Substance Use and 
Recovery will hold a hear-
ing on September 15 on 
legislation that would re-
quire government entities 
to supply first responders 
with Narcan, also known 

by its generic name nal-
oxone, or another opioid 
antagonist which is used 
as an emergency treat-
ment used for the com-
plete or partial reversal of 
an opioid overdose.

The bill also incorporates 
existing Department of 

Public Health-regulated 
naloxone training into the 
first-aid and cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation training 
first responders already 
undergo.

Sponsor Sen. Joan Lovely 
(D-Salem) said the bill 
would require the opioid 

antagonist to be carried 
either by the responder 
or in their emergency 
response vehicle, or both. 
“Delays in the administra-
tion of opioid antagonists 
can be deadly,” said Lovely. 
“We cannot be sure which 
category of first responder 
will be the first to arrive 

on the scene, and train-
ing and providing all first 
responders with opioid 
antagonists will ensure we 
are able to effectively treat 
overdoses and save lives.”

On Friday, two of our patrol of-
ficers officially stepped into leader-
ship roles as they were promoted 
to the rank of sergeant. Please join 
us in congratulating Sergeant Chris 
Kelly and Sergeant Rich Iozza!

Sergeant Kelly has proudly served 
with the Medford Police Depart-
ment for the past 11 years. He 
spent much of that time in our 
Detective Unit, where his dedica-
tion and investigative skills helped 
solve numerous cases and support 
victims in our community.

Sergeant Iozza, formerly our most 
senior patrol officer, has dedicated 
more than 30 years to the Medford 
Police Department. In recent years, 
he has served in our Traffic Divi-
sion, working tirelessly to improve 
roadway safety and keep our streets 
safe for all.

We thank both of these outstand-
ing officers for their years of service 
and look forward to their contin-
ued leadership in their new roles.

Medford Police Department News Updates
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Somerville Planning Board Adopts Ballantyne Administration’s 
Transformative Assembly Square Neighborhood Plan

2900-5700 housing units, up to $17M 
in annual tax revenue among poten-
tial benefits

Plan sets vision for housing, job, rev-
enue, and public space improvements 
through sustainable growth

SOMERVILLE, MA – By unanimous 
vote, the Somerville Planning Board 
at their July meeting adopted the Bal-
lantyne Administration’s Assembly 
Square Neighborhood Plan, marking 
a significant milestone in the City’s 
efforts to guide sustainable develop-
ment

in one of its most rapidly evolving 
neighborhoods. Once fully imple-
mented, the neighborhood plan 
offers the potential of up to 2,900 to 
5,700 new residential units — includ-

ing roughly 580 to 1,100 affordable 
units — and an estimated up to $17 
million in
annual tax revenues among other 
community benefits.

“This plan represents a pivotal 
moment for our community,” said 
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. “Assem-
bly Square has incredible potential 
to become a model for inclusive, 
sustainable development that serves 
both our residents and the broader 
region. By adopting this
shared vision for a thriving, equitable 
Somerville, we are creating a path 
to adding much-needed housing 
including affordable units, new 
jobs, more access to nature, and to 
generating vital tax revenues to help 
fund our community’s needs and 
priorities.”

The plan is the result of years of 
collaborative work by residents, 
stakeholders, and City leadership 
and staff to establish a long-term 
vision for Assembly Square’s future. It 
serves as both a master plan and will 
become a zoning recommendation 
that will shape
development decisions in the ap-
proximately 140-acre East Somerville 
site along the Mystic River.

The neighborhood, formerly an 
industrial site, now includes the 

successful Assembly Row mixed-use 
complex featuring offices, shopping, 
and housing alongside longer-stand-
ing retail and light industrial spaces. 
That transformation
is the successful result of intensive 
community-shaped discussions and 
goal setting as well that began in the 
late 1990s. More recently, Assembly 
was designated a Transformational 
Area in
SomerVision2040,
the City’s comprehensive plan, with 
significant potential for growth.

The new plan emphasizes realizing 
Assembly Square’s full promise as 
a major regional destination, job 
engine, revenue creator, and housing 
generator. The plan also addresses 
critical infrastructure needs to sup-
port expected growth while ensuring 
development
aligns with community values and 
long-term sustainability goals.

The planning process included 
extensive community engagement 
through community meetings, public 
presentations, polls and surveys, 
and feedback sessions that spanned 
several years. The Planning Board 
reviewed multiple drafts before 
adopting the final version,
which incorporates revisions based 
on public input and technical 
analysis.

Key elements of the adopted plan 
include:

Framework for walkable mixed-use 
development that balances residential 
(approximately 40% of built area), 
and commercial (around 60%) uses 
to create a complete community

Provisions for affordable housing 
integration throughout the neighbor-
hood at 20% of the total new units 
(equaling roughly 580 to more than 
1,000 affordable units)

Significant opportunities for growing 
large, small, and micro businesses to 
strengthen the community’s job and 
tax base and neighborhood vibrancy

Guidelines for sustainable develop-
ment practices and climate resilience

Strategies for preserving and 
enhancing public spaces, such as 
Baxter Park, and creating community 
amenities on approximately 28 acres 
totaling roughly 20% of the land

Infrastructure improvements to sup-
port population growth, mobility and 
transit access, and connectivity

A roadmap for coordinated improve-
ments that will benefit both new and 
existing residents.

The plan builds on Assembly Square’s 
existing assets, including its proxim-
ity to public transportation via the 
MBTA Assembly Orange Line station 
and its growing business cluster, 
while addressing challenges related 
to traffic, infrastructure capacity, and 
community
services.

“It’s great to have a new neighbor-
hood plan in place that acknowledges 
the changes in development and 
economics since the first plan in 
2000 and the master plan from 2004. 
This was a fun process and involved 
so many engaged and truly caring 
neighborhood residents
that we’re excited to facilitate the fu-
ture growth and amenities for them,” 
said Senior Planner and project lead 
Sarah Lewis.

Community members can access the 
full adopted plan and related docu-
ments through the city’s SomerVoice 
platform at
voice.somervillema.gov/assemblynp.

The Ballantyne administration is 
committed to creating inclusive, 
sustainable communities that serve 
residents across all neighborhoods. 
For more information about city 
planning initiatives, visit
voice.somervillema.gov.
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

SOMERVILLE– On Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025, the City 
of Somerville will hold its City 
Preliminary Election, which 
will narrow the candidate pool 
before the Municipal Election 
on Tuesday, November 4.

The offices on the ballot for this 
election include:

Mayor
Councilor At Large
Councilor – Ward 7
School Committee – Ward 3

The preliminary election is 

open to all registered voters in 
Somerville. Somerville voters 
can vote early in person or by 
mail or on Preliminary Election 
Day.

Register to Vote in the Prelimi-
nary by Friday, September 5
You can register one of three 
ways:
Online at somervillema.gov/
registertovote,
In-person at Somerville City 
Hall (93 Highland Ave.)
Via phone by calling the Elec-
tions Department (617-625-
6600 ext. 4200) and requesting 
a voter registration form. Or 
by calling 311 (617-666-3311) 
and they will connect you to 
Elections.

The registration deadline is Fri-
day, September 5, at midnight 
online or in person by 5 p.m. 
You also may mail in your form, 
but it must be postmarked by 
September 5.

Vote Early at City Hall, Septem-
ber 9-11

Vote early in the Preliminary 
Election in the lower level of 
City Hall from Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9, through Thursday, 
September 11. The schedule is 
as follows:
September 9 – Tuesday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
September 10 – Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
September 11 – Thursday 8:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

How to Vote in the Preliminary 
Election by Mail

Applications to vote by mail 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
(not postmarked) by Tuesday, 
September 9
Download an application or fill 
it out online at somervillema.
gov/votebymail, pick one up in 
the Elections office at City Hall, 
or request one be mailed to you 
by calling Elections at 617-625-
6600 ext. 4200. Ballots must 
be received by 8 p.m., Tuesday, 
September 16.
Eligible voters who submit valid 
applications will receive their 

ballot in the mail. Ballots must 
be completed, signed, sealed, 
and received by the City no 
later than 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 16. Voters can check 
the status of their ballot on the 
state’s website.
How to return your application 
and ballot:
o Drop boxes: Leave it in a drop 
box at one of the following 
locations:
§ City Hall Concourse, 93 
Highland Ave.
§ East Somerville Community 
School, across from 68 Glen St.
§ In front of the Argenziano 
School, 290 Washington St.
§ In front of the Somerville 
Community Baptist Church, 31 
College Ave.
§ Behind the Mystic Activity 
Center, 530 Mystic Ave.
§ In front of the Igreja Presbi-
teriana De Boston Church, 212 
School St.
§ In front of Saint Catherine of 
Genoa Church parking lot, 182 
Summer St.
§ In front of the Armory, 191 
Highland Ave.

§ In front of Dilboy Post, 351 
Summer St.
§ In front of the Tufts Adminis-
trative Building, 167 Holland St.
§ In front of the West Somer-
ville Neighborhood School at 
177 Powder House Blvd.

Elections office: Return directly 
to the Elections Department at 
City Hall
Mail: Send to the Elections 
Department, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143
Email or fax (for applications 
only): Completed applica-
tions can be emailed to vote@
somervillema.gov or faxed to 
617-625-5643. Ballots cannot be 
returned by email or fax.

For more information about 
voting in Somerville, go to 
somervillema.gov/elections.

Somerville Voting Information for City Preliminary Election
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

LANDLORD MUST PAY REAL ESTATE BROKER’S FEE
By Bob Katzen

A new law that took effect 
on August 1 requires land-
lords, instead of renters, 
to cover the cost of broker 
fees unless a renter is the 
one to hire the broker 
first. The law was part of 
the $60.9 billion fiscal 
2026 that was signed by 
Gov. Maura Healey in July.

“This is about saving you 
money, thousands of dol-
lars you can now spend 

on whatever you need or 
put it away for the future,” 
said Healey. “And this is 
just one way I’m lower-
ing costs and getting after 
high housing prices.”

“Between first and last 
month’s rent, a security 
deposit and a broker’s 
fee — moving to a new 
apartment was breaking 
the bank for far too many 
Massachusetts residents,” 
said Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll.

At about 6:15 this past 
Wednesday morning 
Medford Fire received 
multiple calls from neigh-
bors for a fire at 134 Fern 
Rd.
The responding compa-
nies could see the smoke 
from across the city. A 
2nd alarm was struck by 
command immediately. 
Companies from Med-
ford, Arlington, Malden, 
and Somerville worked 
all morning in the heat. 
Unfortunately the house 
was severely damaged but 
thankfully none of the 
residents or firefighters 
were hurt.
(Videos taken by neigh-
bors)

Medford Firefighters Local 1032 News Updates
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Ballantyne Administration Brings Braille & 
Raised Text Street Signs to 200 Somerville Intersections

Crosswalk sign initiative 
brings more accessible 
street navigation Somerville 
residents

SOMERVILLE— Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne is 
pleased to announce that 
more accessible signage is 
coming

to streets around Somerville. 
As part of ongoing work to 
make Somerville’s streets 
safer and more accessible, 
the City will be installing 
new signage featuring braille 
and raised text at intersec-
tions around Somerville. A 
total of 200 new signs will 
be installed

at crosswalks with pedes-
trian signals and accessible 
push buttons to make them 
easier to navigate for people 
with visual impairments.

“Making our streets work 
for everyone means design-
ing them in ways that are 
inclusive of all the different

ways people receive and 
process the information 
they need to move around 
the city safely and comfort-
ably,” said Mayor Ballan-
tyne. “This is another great 
example of teams work-
ing across departments to 
deliver important services to 
our community. I especially
want to thank our Parking, 
Engineering, Mobility, and 
ADA staff for collaborating 
to make our streets more 
accessible.”

The new signage will alert 
people walking or wheeling 
to the presence of a button 
they can push to
activate an audible and 

vibrotactile (vibrating to 
enable perception through 
touch) signal that lets them 
know when the walk signal 
is active and it is safe to 
cross the street. Where 
possible the new signs will 
also include street names in 
braille and raised
text. This makes street name 
information accessible for 
people who are blind or vi-
sually impaired and unable 
to read street names posted 
on traditional signage pro-
viding important wayfind-
ing information.

“Having new signage and 
updated walk signals not 
only increases accessibility 

for persons with disabilities
but everyone who wishes 
to access our streets and 
crosswalks safely. It’s im-
provements such as these 
that make Somerville truly 
accessible and inclusive for 
all.” said Adrienne Pomeroy, 
ADA Coordinator

Crews are already installing 
the 200 new signs around 
the city and expect to com-
plete this project
over the coming weeks. 
Click
here for photos of new 
signage.
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


