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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Obituary
Mrs. Yvonne L. (Lamothe) Ross, passed
away peacefully on Monday, July 21,

2025. She was a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother.
Yvonne passed into eternal life at the
age of 88 after facing several health
challenges with grace and resilience.

Born in Somerville, Massachusetts, on
April 16, 1937, Yvonne was the daugh-
ter of the late Henry L. and Blanche

A. (Boudreau) Lamothe. A lifelong
Somervillian for over 88 years, she was
a 1955 graduate of Saint Clement’s High
School. Raised during the Depression
era in a loving, close-knit, multi-
generational household, she developed
a thoughtful consideration for others
that permeated every aspect of her life,
making new friends with even the most
casual of acquaintances wherever she
went.

Yvonne devoted herself to her family
as a homemaker, a role she embraced
with care and purpose. In addition to

managing the home, she supported her
family by working as an administrative
assistant for local companies in and
around Boston, and later as a compas-
sionate home care provider.

Yvonne was a woman of quiet strength
and unwavering faith. After her
husband Tom’s passing, she continued
to offer support for the Somerville
Community Baptist Church, where
her husband had served for over two
decades. Her kindness, warm presence,
and gentle humor left a lasting impres-
sion on all who knew her.

Yvonne is survived by her loving
children: Jennifer (Ross) Santoro and
her husband, Mark; Jeanne (Ross)
Damaso and her husband, George; and
Thomas C. Ross and his wife, Kathleen.
She was the cherished grandmother of
Melissa (Kevin) Pickering, Eric (Me-
lissa) Damaso, Jessica (Stephen) Davis,

and Graham Ross, and the beloved
great-grandmother of Emma Pickering,
James Damaso, George Pickering, and
Evelyn Damaso.

She also leaves behind her treasured
sister, Janet Cantelli, and many loving
nieces, nephews, extended family
members, and friends—including the
children of their dear lifelong friends,
the late Robert and Jacqueline Wagner.
Yvonne was preceded in death by her
devoted husband of 63 years, Thomas
W. Ross, and by her other eight siblings:
Henry, Blanche, Eleanor, Eugene, Al-
fred, Joanne, Ronald, and Elaine.

Her family takes great comfort in
knowing that Yvonne and Tom are re-
united in eternal life, surrounded by the
love of so many who have gone before.

Calling Hours will be held in the
George L. Doherty Funeral Home,

855 Broadway (Powder House Sq.)
Somerville on Thursday, July 24th

from 5:00PM to 7:00PM. Relatives

and friends are invited to attend. A
Funeral Service will be celebrated in the
Community Baptist Church, 31 College
Ave, Somerville on Friday morning

at 10:30AM. Services will conclude

will burial at Puritan Lawn Cemetery,
Peabody.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Yvonne’s
memory can be made to her beloved
Community Baptist Church, 31 College
Ave Somerville, MA 02144 or to the
American Heart Association at http://
www.heart.org.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Bruce C. Hamel

Obituary

Bruce C. Hamel - Of Arling-
ton, passed away suddenly on
Saturday, July 19, 2025. He was
66 years old.

Born in East Greenbush, NY,
Bruce was the devoted son of
the late Conrad W. and Pauline

From a young age, Bruce devel-
oped a deep and lasting passion
for music. It wasn't long before
he began playing the bass

| guitar. His musical talent and

dedication led him to perform

I | with a variety of bands over
|| the years, including The Bil-

lioneers, The Devotions, Kenne

F. (Parenteau) Hamel of Florida.

Highland Klan, The Varmints,
The Last Ones and The Shaken
Spirits.

A true music enthusiast, Bruce
was also an avid record col-
lector. He found great joy in
spending his time browsing
through record stores, always in
search of a rare gem or forgot-
ten classic.

Above all, he enjoyed the time
spent with his wife Dianne,
especially their Saturday date
nights—a tradition that brought
them both much happiness.

Beloved husband of 28 years to

Dianne M. (Lucas) Hamel of
Arlington. Loving and cher-
ished Fur Dad to CoCo and
Benji. Cherished brother of

the late Billy Hamel of Florida,
Bryan Hamel of Florida, Karen
(Picardi) Nelson of New York
and David Picardi of Massa-
chusetts. Loving uncle of Todd
Nelson of New York, Michael
Nelson of New York and Patrick
Salvato, Jr. of Somerville. Son in
law of the late Michael ] Lucas
and Barbara A (Joyce) Lucas

of Somerville. Also survived

by his dear in-law’s Patricia

A Salvato, Michael Lucas and
the late Patrick Salvato Sr all of
Somerville.

Calling Hours will be held

on Friday, August 1st in the
George L. Doherty Funeral
Home 855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.) Somerville, from
5:00PM to 7:00PM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

A prayer service will be held in
the funeral home at 6:30PM.

Interment will be private.

Obituary

Preston, Frances M. (Rull) - Age
103, of Medford, passed away
peacefully on July 20.

Beloved wife of the late Henry

A. Preston. Devoted mother of
Kathleen Clarke and her husband
Kevin of Sudbury, Anne Gilman
and her husband David of South
Carolina, Frances Post and her
husband William of Chicago, Mau-
reen Preston of Medford, Daniel
Preston of Framingham, and Claire
Quinn and her husband Brian of
Medway. Cherished grandmother
of 8 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren. Dear sister of the
late Helen Evans, Joseph Rull, Mary
Tinnell, Daniel Rull, Dorothea
Hines, John Rull, Edward Rull, and
Cecilia Mozel. She is also sur-
vived by many loving nieces and

nephews.

Frances was sharp, funny, and full
of quick comebacks that always
made people laugh. She loved
bingo, jelly donuts, and a good cup
of coffee. A devoted Red Sox and
Bruins fan, she cheered with so
much passion in her younger years
that she sometimes embarrassed
her family at games.

She had a lifelong love of ice cream,
especially banana splits, enjoying
one final outing for her favorite
treat at age 103.

She worked as a telephone operator
for 32 years and had a close group
of girlfriends who made those years

full of laughter and friendship. One
of her favorite stories was getting to
listen in when Frank Sinatra was in
town. She grew up in South Boston
and later raised her family in Har-

vard Square, where she also helped
care for many of her grandchildren.

After living independently until

age 102, she spent her final few
months living with family in a
four-generational household where
she was able to see loved ones every
day and especially enjoyed the
chance to spend time with two of
her great-grandchildren.

Visiting hours will be held on Sun-

day, July 27, from 12:00 to 3:00 PM
at the George L. Doherty Funeral
Home, 855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.), Somerville. A funeral
procession will depart from the
funeral home on Monday, July 28,
at 10:00 AM, followed by a Funeral
Mass at 11:00 AM at St. Joseph
Church, 118 High Street, Medford.
Interment will follow at Cambridge
Cemetery. Family and friends are
respectfully invited to attend.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Joanne H. (Murnane) Norton

Obituary

Joanne H. (Murnane) Norton
- A lifelong resident of Somer-
ville, passed away peacefully on

. Tuesday, July 22, 2025.

She was 86 years old.

Born and raised in Somer-
ville, Joanne was the beloved
daughter of the late Daniel and

& Lillian (Rumney) Murnane.

She was deeply devoted to her

family and especially cherished
the time spent with her grand-
children. Whether singing and

. dancing with them, sharing

stories, or simply enjoying their
company, Joanne’s face would
light up with joy whenever they
were near.

Joanne had a deep love for the
beach, and some of her happi-
est moments were spent at her

home in Plymouth, with her
toes in the sand and the sun
warming her face. She found
peace in those quiet moments
by the ocean, and they re-
mained a treasured part of her
life.

At home, Joanne was often
found tending to her garden,
surrounded by vibrant flow-
ers, or moving about the house
with ease, caring for the space
she so dearly loved. She was
also known for her exceptional
cooking—meals made with love
that brought people together

and created lasting memories.

Beloved wife of the late Thomas

B. Norton. Devoted mother of
Thomas Norton and his wife
Diane of Stoneham, Lillian
Norton-Hunt and her husband
John of Somerville, Barry
Norton and his wife Peggy

of Medford, Allen Norton of
Somerville, Allison Norton

of Wilmington and the late
Joanne E. Norton. Cherished
and loving grandmother of

12 grandchildren and 3 great
grandchildren. Dear sister

of the late Daniel Murnane,
Charles Murnane and Robert
Murnane. Also survived by her
lifetime friend Elizabeth “Betty”
Santos and her beloved nephew
Robert Murnane, Jr. and many
other nieces and nephews.

Calling Hours will be held on
Friday, July 25th in the George
L. Doherty Funeral Home 855
Broadway (Powder House Sq.)
Somerville from 9:00AM to
11:00AM. Followed by a prayer
service at 11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Services will conclude with
interment at Woodlawn Cem-
etery, Everett.
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BAN NICOTINE AND TOBACCO (S 1568)

By Bob Katzen

Another proposal before
the Public Health Com-
mittee would eventually
end the sale of all nicotine
and tobacco products in
the Bay State. The pro-
posal will not take away
the right to purchase
nicotine and tobacco
products from anyone
who is already legally

able to do so. Instead, the
measure would prohibit
people under 21 who are
not currently old enough
to legally purchase nico-
tine and tobacco products,
to ever be lawfully able to

purchase these products
in Massachusetts.

“Hundreds of thousands
of Americans die from
smoking-attributable
causes each year, and
smoking continues to be
the leading cause of pre-
ventable disease and death
in the United States,” said
sponsor Sen. Jason Lewis
(D-Winchester). “Mas-
sachusetts prides itself on
being a national and even
world leader in public
health, which is why I
was proud to file this bill
to establish a statewide
Nicotine-Free Generation

policy, modeled after local
policies already enacted
in many Massachusetts
cities and towns, includ-
ing every community that
I represent. This bill will
not take away the right

to purchase nicotine and
tobacco products from
anyone who is already le-
gally able to do so. Rather,
this legislation will protect
future generations, who
are being targeted by Big
Tobacco, from the harms
of smoking and create a
healthier world for the
next generation.”

'R

Somerville’s Leadership Needs to Face the Facts on Crime

By William Tauro

Let’s talk about what’s really hap-
pening in Somerville. The folks up
at City Hall, from the mayor to the
city councilors, keep insisting that
our city is a crime-free utopia. No
crime in Somerville? Please. Tell
that to the residents who heard
gunshots ringing out at Assembly
Row last night around 10 PM, right
in the middle of a busy shopping
area. Tell that to the employees

at CVS, staring at their shot-out
windows, wondering what’s next. A
large police presence swarmed the
scene, and for good reason—bullets
were flying while families were out
shopping.

This isn’t an isolated incident,
either. We've seen reports of shoot-
ings, assaults, and break-ins across
the city, yet our leaders seem con-
tent to bury their heads in the sand.

The Somerville Police Department
is doing what they can, but they
need support from City Hall—real
action, not empty promises or
denial.

I want to hear from you, the people
of Somerville. Do you feel safe
walking the streets at night? Are
you confident in the city’s leader-
ship to address these issues? Or are
you as frustrated as I am with the
disconnect between what were told
and what we're seeing? It’s time for
our mayor and councilors to stop
pretending everything’s fine and
start tackling the crime problem
head-on.

Drop your thoughts below or
reach out to me directly. Let’s
demand accountability and a safer
Somerville—because ignoring the
problem won’t make it go away.

L

a ae
i

l;"‘w 2l

“On Air with Billy Tauro”
Follow us on Facebook

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

GREEN CAB

l"” Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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AUTISM AND POLICE STOPS (S 2565)

“BLUE ENVELOPE”

Contents:

« Copy of Driver's Licanse
*+ RMV auto registration

«  Tha driver of this vehiclo has autism spactrum disorder
+  Drivor may exhvbit signs of high anglety

Instructions to the Police Officer: 1 |

mmmmmmwmﬁwmmmﬁ&

processing your

. mmmmwmwmm mmmmw nd
aiectans.

Jargon.
o Ploase ciearly tell the driver when the stop is over and that hay may leave.
. |rmmmmmmmmmmmmu :

this envislopa.
* Use the QR code on e reverse of tis enveiops lo access addional rafi stop inormation.

y

By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved and
sent to the House a bill
designed to improve in-
teractions between police
officers and persons with
autism spectrum disor-
der during traffic stops.
The measure, dubbed

the “Blue Envelope Bill”
would create a program
giving people with the
disorder the option to

be given a special blue
envelope that holds the
person’s driver’s license,

vehicle registration and
insurance cards.

On the outside of the
envelope there would

be specific instructions
for police officers on

the driver’s diagnosis,
impairments, triggers,
emergency contact infor-
mation and best practices
for communicating. The
bill is designed to enable
the driver to quickly and
easily hand the envelope
to a police officer during a
traffic stop.

“The Blue Envelope Bill
makes our commonwealth
a safer place for people
who are neurodiverse,’
said Senate sponsor

Sen. Jo Comerford (D-
Northampton). “It moves
us closer to equal op-
portunity and access for
people of all abilities.”

“The Blue Envelope Bill
would be a game changer
for our family and for

so many Massachusetts
residents,” said Ilyse
Levine-Kanji, an Execu-
tive Committee member
of Advocates for Autism
of Massachusetts. “Like
many people with autism,
my 27-year-old son Sam
does not have any physi-
cal characteristics that
indicate he has autism. In
a stressful situation, where
split second decisions
must be made, I'm re-
lieved that a police officer
could see a blue envelope

in Sam’s car and imme-
diately understand that
any unusual behavior or
speech pattern is a result
of his autism. This bill
could thereby dramatically
decrease the possibility of
a tragic misunderstand-
ing”

“Massachusetts police of-
ficers conduct thousands
of traffic stops each year,”
said Tyrone Parham,
UMass Amherst Chief

of Police. “While most

of these interactions are
relatively ‘routine, of-
ficers do not know who
they are interacting with
before the traffic stop so
they proceed with caution.
Each driver reacts differ-
ently when they are pulled
over by the police. As a
number of communities
across the commonwealth
have already rolled out
the current voluntary
Blue Envelope Program,
I've heard nothing but

successes from both the
police and motorists. The
early rollout prior to the
law being in effect shows
the commitment and im-
portance of this initiative,
and the passage of this
legislation is instrumental
to continuing to bridge
the communication gap
for both motorists and
police officers.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin

CommanderVFWFes (002 gmailoom

Contact Us
. 888-3POWER4

& www.beaconenergy.net

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating
and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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Somerville Urgent: Rent Control hearings and more

Somerville
Property Owners Coalition

While you are all enjoying your summer, we
thought that you might be interested in what
is happening at the State House and Somer-
ville City Hall.

Effective Aug 1, 2025, rental property owners
must pick up, with a small few exceptions, the
entire broker’s fee when they use a Licensed
Real Estate Broker to rent their apartments.
This was sneaked into the budget bill without
our knowledge by the Governor and Somer-
ville’s Legislative Delegation.

Tuesday, July 29, there is a hearing at the state

house that would bring rent control back

to any community that votes for it either by
ballot initiative or through that community’s
governing body.

The legislation can be found here:
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S1447

List of committee members
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/
J10/194

WE URGE you to at least submit written
testimony against it!

If this passes and rents are frozen or lowered
we will all see a reduction in the value of our
buildings. This will force cities to cut essential
services like police, fire and schools.

The other bill at the State House would make
it illegal to rent an apartment more than 90
days in advance. If this passes, tenants will
be scrambling at the last minute in August to
find housing for Sept 1st.

Somerville Updates:
For the condo conversion ordinance already

in place, there is a push to extend the
notification period from 1 year to 2 years
and increase on moving expenses paid out to
displaced tenants.

Your property is at risk of losing value. Your
rents could be frozen or lowered.

We urge you to join us and speak up to pro-
tect your investment for yourself, your family,
and your children.

CHANGE ARCHAIC LANGUAGE REFERRING TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (S 2563)

By Bob Katzen

Senate 40-0, approved and sent

to the House a bill that would
modernize and remove archaic
language in state laws to reflect the
evolution of terminology relating
to persons with disabilities.

Changes include replacing “handi-
capped persons” with “persons
with disabilities,” replacing “the
mentally retarded” with “persons

with an intellectual disability,”
replacing “retarded children” with
“children with an intellectual dis-
ability” and replacing “disabled
American veterans” with “Ameri-
can veterans with disabilities.”

“Words are important,” said Sen.
Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville), chief
sponsor of the bill. “Language
changes. We should use language
that respects the people it refers to
and listen to them. Fifteen years
ago, a friend told Rep. Denise

Provost and me how disrespected
she felt being called ‘handicapped’
We filed a bill to remove ten sec-
tions of the general laws that used
that word. Over the years, we have
found nearly 400 sections with
offensive words, including the
r-word”

Melissa Reilly, an advocate for
people with disabilities and former
policy advisor to Sen. Jamie El-
dridge (D-Marlborough), said the
bill is really important because all

people with disabilities should be
treated well and respected by oth-
ers and not mocked or judged or
bullied by others for their disabili-
ties. “We are all unique and deserve
respect, we do not want to be
known as the ‘r-word.” said Reilly.

Maura Sullivan, CEO of the Arc

of Massachusetts, said the bill has
been a long-time priority for The
Arc and its community. “Today’s
vote sends a clear message in an
important moment—such language

has no place in our laws or in our
society; said Sullivan. “At this
moment when disability rights are
being threatened, we must show up
every day to reaffirm our com-
mitment to uplifting and valuing
this community. This bill does just
that?”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
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Medford Fishing Derby

XX The Medford Police Department and
Medford Recreation are teaming up to bring
back the Wright’s Pond Junior Fishing Derby
on Monday, August 25, 2025!

Families are invited to spend the morning
fishing, followed by food and fun at the bath-
house — including popcorn, freeze pops, hot
dogs, and more! XX

X Location: Wright’s Pond
X Check-In: 8:30-9:00 AM
X Fishing: 9:00-11:00 AM
X Food: 11:00 AM-12:00 PM

X FREE event - tackle and food provided!

X Please bring your own fishing rod if you
have one. Limited rods will be available, and

you must sign up if you need one. We'll main-
tain a waitlist and work with local vendors to
provide more if needed.

XXX This is a family-friendly event!
Children 16 & under must have adult
supervision.

MA Freshwater Fishing Licenses are required
for guardians and juniors ages 15+. (Free for
ages 15-17.)

M Registration is required: https://medford-
ma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_de-
tails.aspx?ProgramID=31249

UGUST 25, 2025°
8:30AM-12:00PM
Wright's Pond

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,

Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining
Walls, Foundaiion Fepair, Chimney Repair / Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

HIC Rregisiration

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00 213093

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

July 29th, 2025
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure - nni :
' # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor____ I o e
| ' 45 gﬁ{[ @0‘1&#&?@ (vailable { )
64 Mystic Avenue W-a Mon-Sat S i
rville, MA 02145 e 9:30am-7:30pm eciond, MASS 02155

Fully Insured
Lic # 28182

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145

| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC

_ SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

1-800-436-5980

Direct: 781-858-8314
Fax: 781-396-1084

Office: 781-396-4192
617-623-6459

@ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net BEB

BBB
www.snakeitaway.net ——
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ﬁ Green Cah & Yellow Cah of Somerville

Heres Your Weekly Dosage
of Somerville News Weeklys _
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup ES&
Loud

617-625-5000

ALL ARTICLES ON THE
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY

NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT BERKSHIRE
= ' HATH_AWAY

AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS
OWNERS DON'T GET BAILOUTS,
UNEMPLOYMENT OR SICHK LEAVE
AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
i 49.2% OF PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT
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Shifts in Medford Area Contact
Number 781-953 8358
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE(781)658 0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification

Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

(WANTED

617-2B5-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs
Roof Repair
Gutters
Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing
Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding
Painting
Carpentry
Window Repairs / Replacement

/v\m \\\s“\\i“
N % S =< //

L S <

Policy GLSISCTC006815824

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857-391.5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169

_ 160 Alewife Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

800-519-1249 (£

Google
Customer Reviews
8.8 8.8 ¢

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log

Crime Log
T7/15/25 — 7/21/25

HTTPS// WWW . SOMERVILLEPD.COM/PUBLIC-SAFETY-NEWS

Shots Fired

25043372: On 7/22/25 at
approximately 9:30 PM,
Somerville Police responded
to Grand Union Blvd in
Assembly Row for a report

of shots fired. Officers spoke
with a male party who stated
his vehicle was struck by
multiple rounds of gunfire.
Numerous shell casings were
recovered. No injuries were
reported.

Shots Fired

25042069: On 7/18/25 at
approximately 12:28 AM,
Somerville Police responded
to 40 River Rd for a report
of multiple shots fired and a
vehicle fleeing the area. On
scene, officers recovered 34
shell casings consisting of
three different calibers. No
injuries were reported.

Commercial Breaking &
Entering

25041449: On 7/15/25 at
approximately 11:20 PM,

Somerville Police responded
to a business on Somerville
Ave for a breaking and enter-
ing. Upon arrival, officers
observed the front window
shattered and numerous
merchandise products scat-
tered along the street.

Assault

25041512: On 7/16/25 at
approximately 8:04 AM,
Somerville Police took a
report from a male party
regarding a past assault. He
stated that around 7:30 AM,
he got involved in a traffic
altercation with a bicyclist.
During the altercation, the
bicyclist brandished a knife
at him.

Assault
25041319: On 7/15/25 at

approximately 12:45 PM,
Somerville Police responded
to Holland St for report of a
fight. Upon arrival, officers
spoke with the victim who
stated he was approached by
a male party who began to
yell profanities at him then
pushed him.

Residential Breaking &
Entering

25043174: On 7/22/25 at
approximately 8:05 AM,
Somerville Police responded
to a residence on Broadway
for report of a past breaking
and entering. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with the
victim who stated the house
is under construction and a
fridge was stolen.

Assault

25043208: On 7/22/25 at
approximately 9:39 AM,
Somerville Police responded
to a business in Davis Sq for
a dispute. Upon arrival, of-
ficers spoke with the victim
who stated she got into an
altercation with a female
party. During the altercation,
the female punched her in
the face. Officers identified
the suspect.

Other Crimes:
« 4 Bike Thefts
« 3 MV Vandalisms
« 8 Car Breaks
e 3 MV Thefts
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FREEZE COLLEGE TUITION AND FEES (H 1463)

By Bob Katzen

Another bill before the
Higher Education Com-
mittee would freeze the
tuition and fees at all state
colleges.

“I filed this important leg-
islation because I believe
the leadership of our pub-
lic colleges and universi-
ties have utterly failed [to]
reimagine how they fund

their respective schools,”
said sponsor Rep. Jeffrey
Turco (D-Winthrop).
“They continue to raise
costs on working class
students, drive up stu-
dent loan balances and

then join in calls to create
student loan forgiveness
programs. Instead, they
could follow the lead of
Purdue University, Indi-
ana’s largest public uni-
versity and freeze tuition

and fees for the past 14
years. Real leadership can
make this happen. In the
absence of real leadership,
this legislation is needed.”

FREE PUBLIC COLLEGE TUITION (H 1428)

By Bob Katzen

Legislation heard by the
Higher Education Com-
mittee would allow chil-

dren 18 or older who
are being raised by their
grandparents or other
relatives, except parents,
to have their tuition and

fees waived if attending a
state college.

“The bill is to allow
children who are raised

by their grandparents or
other relative to be able to
take advantage of the same
benefit of free tuition and
fees as those in custody of

the Department of Fami-
lies and Children,” said
sponsor Rep. Paul Donato
(D-Medford).

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com
www.medfordnewsweekly.com

25 Cents

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS |  DevPLant
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL =~
(781) 589-4115

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin

Periodontics, Dental Implants and IV Sedation

519 ON BROADWAY

~ LUXURY

www.DentPlant.com

617-591-9888
281 Broadway - Somerville, MA 02145

508-872-2624

100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702
dlb!mdan@dentplml.mm

BOUTIQUE -

Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.

234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway,
Cambridge, Ma. 02141

(617) 876-3200
& 0 @ r'

Remote Starters
from $169.99 installed

Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
Range antenna ($50 dollar value) for free Plus
$20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

PRIMO
PAVING

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

_x
AT

Ty
[
Wi

&

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING < CARPENTRY WORK
~COMMERCIAL PAINTING +GUTTERS @
+POWER WASHING < ROGFING

177227014

+INTERIOR PAINTING
= = 4 < EXTERIOR PAINTING
. = o +KITCHEN REMODELING

+HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE
< HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+GENERAL CONTRACTOR

i +BATHROOM REMODELING < NEW CONSTRUCTION /'
- wenn | 1-617-970-9063 |
THE REMNLIS IF GOREAVILLE AND BMEDFOAD ..ﬂlm‘“‘,

CSL LICENSE NO, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO, 196838

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
« Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap °Pipe Wrap e« Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
« Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Serving AU of New England
Since 1985

EE‘DEHWERTHEMOST BEPENDABLE.‘_jﬁFFURBAB‘L

DFF.DUMPSTERRENTALSJTHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLJ

MILLENNIUM ®5TF  MILLENNIUM
2017

= We service Boston and Greater New England
= We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.

«We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5055
www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155




Tuesday July 29th, 2025 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

www.rhinoroofingandmasonry.com

o

Our Website

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

Policy GLSISCTC006815824

New Roofs

Roof Repair
Gutters

Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing

Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding

HINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

Window Repairs / Replacement

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857—391-5992

o Google
Customer Reviews
% kkk

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169
[iﬂ Alewite Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

800-519-1249

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps &
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways,

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls,
Foundation Repair, Chimney
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing,
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992

1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124
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SALES TAX HOLIDAY (S 2530 and H 4220) Saturday, August 9 and Sunday, August 10

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate ap-
proved measures desig-
nating Saturday, August

9 and Sunday, August

10 as a sales tax holiday
weekend for the Bay State,
allowing consumers to
buy most products that
cost under $2,500 with-
out paying the state’s 6.25
percent sales tax. State law
currently calls for a 2-day
sales tax holiday every
year. This bill simply sets
the specific dates.

“The sales tax holiday is

a wonderful opportunity
for our residents to get out
into their communities,
support local businesses,
get their kids ready for
school in fall or make a
purchase that they’ve been
putting oft,” said co-spon-
sor Sen. Adam Gomez (D-
Springfield), Senate Chair
of the Committee on
Community Development
and Small Businesses. “I
am glad that our leaders
here in the Legislature
have been able to work

and get this done again
for our residents this year,
and I look forward to
hearing how residents are
able to make the most of
the tax reprieve.”

“I was proud to sponsor
the legislation establishing
this year’s sales tax holi-
day that helps boost our
economy and provides
support and relief for our
residents and small busi-
nesses, said co-sponsor
Rep. Carole Fiola (D-Fall
River), House Chair of the

Committee on Economic
Development and Emerg-
ing Technologies. “This

is an important weekend
that helps bolster our
economy and I applaud
my colleagues in passing
this legislation to provide
individuals, families and
businesses across the
commonwealth with some
reliet”

“Lowering costs for Mas-
sachusetts residents and
supporting local busi-
nesses is critical for our

communities in this time

of economic uncertainty,’

said Senate President Kar-
en Spilka (D-Ashland).

“This year’s temporary
suspension of the sales
tax will bring consumers
needed economic relief
while boosting revenue
for small businesses and
retailers,” said House
Speaker Ron Mariano (D-

Quincy).
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Medford VFW #1012
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21,
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty
Lombardo will be the DJ
so don’t miss it!

Born on April 21, 1950, in Geevagh,
County Sligo, Ireland, Bridget
brought with her a rich Irish spirit,
a sharp wit, and a deep devotion to
her Catholic faith. After immigrat-
ing to the United States, in the early
70, she made a home in Somerville
with her beloved husband, Tony.
They shared over 50 beautiful years
of marriage.

A natural caregiver and dedicated
professional, Bridget worked as both
a student nurse in Dublin Ireland,
and a teacher’s assistant in Somer-
ville — two roles that reflected her
compassion, strength, and deep
commitment to helping others.

Obituary

Bridget ( Moran) Travers, 75, of
Somerville, Massachusetts, passed
away peacefully surrounded by her
loving family on July 27,2025. She was a proud and loving mother
to three daughters, Josephine Ava-

kian and her husband Joseph of
Somerville, Jennifer McGrath and
her husband Daniel of North Ando-
ver, and Jessica Juszkiewicz and her
husband Michael of Groton. She was
preceded in death by her beloved
infant son, Patrick. A cherished
grandmother to Grace McGrath,
Ethan McGrath, Claire McGrath,
and Thomas Juszkiewicz.

She is survived by her loving
siblings, Kathleen ( Moran) Bar-
rington of England, Ann ( Moran)
McTiernan of Leitrim Ireland and
Padraig Moran of Sligo Ireland. She
was preceded in death by her brother
James Moran of England and her
sister Josephine ( Moran) Lydon of
Brighton MA.

Her home was always filled with
laughter, love, and the sound of Irish

music. Bridget was known for her
quick wit and her love of storytell-
ing; she had a joke ready for every
occasion and delighted in making
people laugh.

Summers spent in Ireland with her
family were among her greatest joys
a time to reconnect with her roots
and share the beauty of her home-
land with her daughters. Bridget’s
faith was the cornerstone of her life.
A devout Catholic, she lived her
values daily with grace, humility, and
kindness.

She leaves behind a legacy of love,
laughter, and deep faith. She will be
missed beyond words and remem-
bered always.

A funeral procession will be held

from the George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home 855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.) on Monday, August 4 at
9:00AM. Followed by a funeral mass
celebrated in St. Benedict Church,
Somerville at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are respectfully
invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be Sunday from
2:00PM to 5:00PM.

Services will conclude with inter-
ment at Woodlawn Cemetery,
Everett.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Bridget’s to the Parkinson’s
Foundation and the American Par-
kinson Disease Association.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Elaine Whalen

was the devoted daughter of the late
Damiano and Silvia (DiPerna) DiMille.
A lifelong resident of the city she loved,
Elaine lived a life marked by creativity,
. dedication, and deep devotion to her

| family.

Elaine had a love for travel and found
great joy in exploring new places, espe-
§ cially alongside her beloved husband.
Whether near or far, she cherished the
L experience of discovering something
new and making memories with those
she loved.

A talented and meticulous crafter,
Elaine had an eye for beauty and detail.
If she saw something she liked, she
would spend countless hours perfect-
ing the details from the first spot of
glue to the final ribbon. Holidays and
occasions were her time to shine and
she never missed a moment to make a
batch of her custom chocolate pops and
bars. Her creativity was endless.

Obituary

Elaine Whalen - Of Somerville, passed
away peacefully after a courageous
battle with cancer on Friday, July 25,
2025. She was 80 years old.

Born and raised in Somerville, Elaine

Elaine was also a phenomenal cook
and kept the tradition alive utilizing
many of her mother’ favorite recipes.
Her kitchen was often filled with the
warmth of her cooking and the laughter
of those she loved. Many of her favorite
memories were spent entertaining fam-
ily and friends over an abundant spread
of appetizers, meals, and desserts. Her
philosophy was all are welcome at the
table.

Above all, Elaine was a devoted mother
and an even prouder grandmother. She
spoke with glowing pride about her
children and grandchildren, celebrating
every milestone and accomplishment
with joy and love. Her family was the
center of her world.

Elaine also gave back to her community
through service. She was a dedicated
Vice President of the Pope School PTA
and worked as a lunch aide at St. Ann
School. Her profession as a book keeper
lasted for many years before moving on

to a more heartfelt career as a nanny.
Over the years she cared for more than
20 children including some of which
she was fortunate to form lifelong
bonds starting from early childhood
into adulthood. Many of these friend-
ships were life-lasting.

Beloved wife of Kevin E. Whalen. De-
voted mother of James Whalen and his
wife Rene of Cumberland,RI and Scott
Whalen and his wife Kim of Wrentham.
Cherished grandmother of Courtney,
Ryan, Jaclyn, Kenzie and Brody. Dear
sister of Daniel DiMille and his wife
Pam of Johnston, RI and the late Anne
Gavin and her husband Robert, and
Nicholas DiMille and his wife Rose-
mary Norten DiMille. Also survived by
many loving nieces and nephews.

A funeral procession will be held on
Saturday, August 2nd from the George
L. Doherty Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House SQ.) Somerville
at 9:00AM. Followed by funeral mass

that will be celebrated in St. Catherine
Church, 179 Summer St., Somerville at
10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are respectfully
invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held on Friday,
August 1st from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude with entomb-
ment at Woodlawn Cemetery, Everett.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made in Elaine’s name to
Dana Farber Yawkey 9, Infusion and
Breast Oncology Department, 450
Brookline Ave, Boston, MA 02215.

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

@ Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming

T we've

our $10 discount on
Logan airport rides. W

Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience
Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside

GREEN CAB

Green Cah & Yellow Cah
YELLOW CAB'

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we've extend
our $10 discount on

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Reservations

Or Place You(l)ll'u(;:ra(;dosl.l File in Our Logan aitpor
Pt
DOCUMENTARY “SHADOWS ON THE HILL”
CREATES GOFUNDME PAGE
By Bob Katzen asking for his reaction to the making by Beacon Hill Roll Call asking her

ByAaron Singer, the producer and
director of “Shadows on the Hill,” an
upcoming documentary that he says
asks why common-sense bills don't
pass the Massachusetts Legislature,
announced the unveiling of his Go-
FundMe website to raise money for
the production.

“Im making this movie because local
media has failed to draw critical at-
tention to a Statehouse that routinely
ignores the public’s will,” Singer told
Beacon Hill Roll Call. “Voters largely
don’t understand how Beacon Hill
lawmaking actually works. If they
did, theyd stop lobbying their rep-
resentatives and start showing up at
Speaker Mariano’s office [because]
that’s where the monied interests go.”

Singer continued, “I invite current
and former staffers, reporters, lobby-
ists and lawmakers who understand
this broken system to share their
story. If you've seen firsthand how
power is hoarded and democracy is
undermined, join me and others in
calling it out”

The project’s website is http://www.
shadowsdoc.com which includes
links to the GoFundMe fundraiser.

House Speaker Ron Mariano (D-
Quincy) did not respond to repeated
requests from Beacon Hill Roll Call

of the documentary.

DIVEST STATE RETIREMENT
FUNDS FROM COMPANIES THAT
SELL WEAPONS TO ISRAEL (H
2984) - The Public Service Com-
mittee held a hearing on legislation
that would require the Massachu-
setts Pension Reserves Investment
Management (PRIM) Board to divest
direct investments with companies
selling weapons to the State of Israel,
unless the company announces
within 30 days of the effective date of
this bill, if it becomes law, that it will
not renew or enter into contracts for
weapon sales to the State of Israel.

“While I support Israel’s right to exist
and to defend itself, the war on Gaza
has exceeded all legitimate bounds
and has widely been condemned as a
genocide,” said Rep. Mike Connolly
(D-Cambridge), a co-sponsor of the
bill. “A ceasefire is long overdue, and
yet the massacre of Palestinians con-
tinues with support from the United
States government and weapons
manufacturers. I am co-sponsoring
this legislation to help do my part to
ensure our state government is not
complicit in Israel’s illegal occupa-
tion of Palestine and crimes against
humanity in Gaza”

Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven (D-Somer-
ville), the chief sponsor of the bill
did not respond to repeated requests

to explain why she filed the bill. Two
other co-sponsors, Reps. Natalie
Higgins (D-Leominster) and Saman-
tha Montano (D-Boston) did not
respond to the same request.

DIVEST STATE RETIREMENT
FUNDS FROM FIREARMS COM-
PANIES (S 1869) — Another measure
heard by the Public Service Com-
mittee would require the Massachu-
setts Pension Reserves Investment
Management (PRIM) Board to divest
direct investments with companies
that derive more than 15 percent

of revenues from the sale or manu-
facture of ammunition, firearms or
firearm accessories used for civilian
purposes.

“It is crucial that we take a stand
against gun violence, which is now
the leading cause of death for chil-
dren ages one to 19,” said sponsor
State Treasurer Deb Goldberg. “This
bill takes a fiscally responsible ap-
proach in divesting from an industry
that has repeatedly refused to work
toward protecting our communities.”
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YELLOW ENVELOPE PROGRAM (S 2565)
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By Bob Katzen

Senate 5-34, rejected an
amendment that would
create a “Yellow Envelope
Program,” that would give
drivers 62 and older, who
have a chronic illness,

the option to be given a
special yellow envelope
that holds a recent photo-
graph, the driver’s name,
emergency contact infor-
mation, physicians’ names
and contact informa-
tion, medical conditions,

recent surgeries, allergies,
medications and any other
information the Registrar
decides is relevant in-
formation to emergency
responders in the case of
emergency.

Amendment support-

ers say that this program
would be in addition

to the Blue Envelope
Program and would be
helpful in many situations.
They note that 22 other
states have this program.

Sen. Bruce Tarr (D-
Gloucester), the sponsor
of the amendment, did
not respond to repeated
requests by Beacon Hill
Roll Call to comment on
his amendment. Beacon
Hill Roll Call also did not
receive a response from
any of the other four
senators who voted for the
amendment: Sens. Kelly
Dooner (R-Taunton),
Peter Durant (R-Spencer),
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton)

and Patrick O’Connor (R-
Weymouth).

Amendment opponents
say that the bill should not
be attached as an amend-
ment to the Blue Envelope
Bill but rather should be
considered on its own at a
public hearing;

Sen. Brendan Crighton
(D-Lynn), the Senate chair
of the Transportation
Committee, did not re-
spond to repeated requests

by Beacon Hill Roll Call to
comment on his opposi-
tion to the amendment.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment. A “No” vote

is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

$300 MILLION FOR LOCAL ROADS AND BRIDGES (H 4307)

Your thoughts on how much of this
will be used on wasteful spending
before it reaches where it’s origi-
nally supposed to go?

By Bob Katzen

House 157-0, approved and sent to
the Senate a $1.2 billion trans-
portation bond bill that includes
authorizing $300 million in
one-time funding for the main-
tenance and repair of local roads
and bridges in cities and towns
across the state — a 50 percent
increase over last year’s funding.
The measure provides that $200
million be distributed to all cities
and towns based on the standard
Chapter 90 Program distribution
formula while $100 million would
be distributed to all municipalities
based solely on road mileage.

The $1.2 billion package also
includes $885 million for other
transportation-related projects
including $500 million for the Life-
cycle Asset Management Program
which supports non-federally aided
roads and targets the Bay State
pavement and bridges that are in
the worst condition; $200 million
for a culvert and small bridge re-
pair program to aid municipalities
for local culverts and small bridges
under 20 feet that are in a state of
disrepair or require replacement;
and $185 million for capital proj-
ects to reduce congestion hotspots,
funding that will be available for a
myriad of projects such as shared
use paths, intersection improve-
ments, railroad grade crossings and
sidewalks.

“The federal funding uncertainty
from Washington, D.C. is very
real,” said Rep. James Arciero
(D-Westford), House Chair of

the Committee on Transporta-
tion. “The House is proceeding
with caution while balancing the
significant transportation needs

of our cities and towns. This bill
leverages the Legislature’s increased
appropriations to the Common-
wealth Transportation Fund. These
strategic appropriations expanded
our borrowing capacity to allow for
additional transportation funding
for cities and towns.”

“This legislation strikes a balance
between increasing funding for
municipal roadways and trans-
portation-related projects while
maintaining outstanding fiscal

responsibility;” said Rep. Michael
Finn (D-West Springfield), House
Chair of the Committee on Bond-
ing, Capital Expenditures and State
Assets. “Our decision to continue
giving the governor the authority
to utilize either general or special
obligation bonds enables us to
capitalize on competitive interest
rates, save money long term and
preserve general obligation bond
capacity for the commonwealth’s
most pressing needs.”

“Providing funding for critical
infrastructure projects through
investments in the commonwealth’s
public transportation, roads and
bridges is one of the most impor-
tant responsibilities that we have

as members of the Legislature,”
said House Speaker Ron Mariano

(D-Quincy). “I'm proud of the sup-
port for local infrastructure repairs
that this legislation provides, and
of the funding that it allocates for
projects that will address conges-
tion hotspots across the common-
wealth”

“The Massachusetts Municipal As-
sociation (MMA) and local leaders
across the state are deeply grateful
that legislators appreciate the
importance of this program to the
quality of life and economic devel-
opment in our communities,” said
MMA Executive Director Adam
Chapdelaine. “Chapter 90 is a pro-
gram that benefits all 351 cities and
towns in the state, and a 50 percent
increase in funding would have a
substantial impact in all corners of
the commonwealth.”
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By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved an
amendment that would
require all police officers
in Massachusetts to com-
plete training every five
years on the Blue Enve-
lope Program.

“People on the autism
spectrum can face unique
challenges during stressful
situations, such as traffic
stops,” said amendment
sponsor Sen. Mike Moore
(D-Millbury). “The Blue
Envelope program will

help officers instantly
understand if a driver
might require a different
approach, and my amend-
ment will ensure that all
law enforcement officials
in the commonwealth
have the training they
need to better understand

these individuals and how
to keep everyone safer on
the road with training re-
freshers every five years.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerv1lle

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
_ & HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR CONDIT!ONING & REFR\GERAT\O\\
=———————=N.ANDOVER, WA

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.
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By William Tauro

Medford Police offi-

cers and dispatchers on
Wednesday morning, Dis-
patcher AnnMarie Gior-
dano was recognized by
Dispatch Supervisor Mike
Salvi for her outstanding
response.

Dispatcher Giordano
remained on the line with

support during an incred-
ibly difficult moment. She
continued to assist the
individual in person when
they arrived at the police
station, providing comfort
and reassurance.

Her professionalism,
empathy, and dedication
are a true reflection of the
exceptional service our
dispatch team provides

going above and beyond.
Job well done.

Medford dispatch without
a contract for 3 years.

And still in limbo with
Congress to recognize 911
dispatchers as first re-
sponders so we get a better
quality of life

a distressed caller, offer-
ing calm, compassionate

every day. Thank you,
Dispatcher Giordano, for

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com
www.medfordnewsweekly.com

25 Cents

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REFAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

ABE 5. MANSOUR
258 BROADWAY

\.> Blessing Backpack Checklist </
BASICS: TOILETRIES
_Wool beame {hat} _ Mulli-purpose wapses
Smart wool socks Chagpstick
__ Gloves __ Facial wipes
__ Scarf _ Mupisturizer
__ Comb
FOOD & DRIMNE Toothbrush & tooth paste
_ Quality instant cotfes __ Grooming kit
__Tea
__ Energy drink SURVIVAL
__ Beef jerky _ First aid kit
__ Dwied fruit __'Water botile wsth built in filter
__ Fruit leathers ___ Heat-pack
__ Trail mix __ Multi-purpose toal
_ Muts
__Grancda bars TREATS
Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square ~ homeless and less fortunate. __ Protein powder packets _ Chocolates
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been __ Restaurant gift cards __ Fruit snacks
Give what you can, Take what you need established keep everyone updated on donations and __ Cookie snack packs
Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the HELP THEM CONNECT __ Candy {individually wrapped)
and please join the group! join the page and follow all the good that is being done Journal & pen Minis
The outpour of support of donations that have been everyday by the good people of Somerville. == ' o
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis — Stationary . S gum
items and warm clothing from the generous people of Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza — Stamps
Somerville is overwhelming. in Union Square. e Pre-paid phone card SPLURGE:
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif- “Give what you can, Take what you need” __ Starbucks gift card
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the Much thanks and appreciation, __ Compact rewsable bag
Frank Santangelo

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145
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(617) 377-0527
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Enjoy live performances,
an artisan market, food,
activities, and more at
Seven Hills Park

SOMERVILLE—Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne and
the Somerville Arts Coun-

cil, in proud partnership
with Citixen Joy, invite

community members to
@ Somer Fest, a flagship

community festival cele-
brating the talent, culture,

WA and entrepreneurial spirit
" of Black, Indigenous, and

People of Color (BIPOC)

W) performers and vendors.

3 \- &
. =il |
s | 11 I enilne

p Back for the first time

since 2022, Somer Fest
will take place on Satur-
day, August 2, at Seven
Hills Park, located just
behind the Davis Square
MBTA station, from 3 to
5:30 p.m. (rain date: Sun-
day, August 3). This event
is free and open to all.

“I'm so excited to welcome
Somer Fest back to our

city; said Mayor Katjana
Ballantyne. “Its return
brings fresh energy to
our summer and creates
a meaningful and inclu-
sive space to celebrate the
artists, entrepreneurs, and
communities who help
make Somerville such a
dynamic and inclusive
place to live”

Produced by the Somer-
ville Arts Council in
collaboration with Citixen
Joy, this open-air festival
is designed to uplift local
creativity, spark connec-
tion, and build an inclu-

sive cultural experience
for all.

“At Citixen Joy, we are
committed to building

joy-centered spaces where
culture and commerce
meet,” said Stephond Gol-
er, founder and producer
of Citixen Joy. “Somer Fest
is our vision for an inclu-
sive, future-forward com-
munity festival — one that
celebrates not only where
we've been but where we
are going.”

Somer Fest 2025 features a
dynamic lineup of per-
formers including hip-hop
artist Bille, soulful sounds
from Mada Silva, and
more. Attendees can enjoy
a curated artisan market,
food from Dos Manos
Kitchen, and interactive
experiences and activities
for all ages.

Follow @citixenjoy and
use #SomerFest2025 on
Instagram and TikTok for
artist reveals, behind-the-
scenes content, and event
updates.

For more event infor-
mation, visit somervil-
leartscouncil.org/events/
somer-fest.

About Citixen Joy:
Citixen Joy is a Boston-
based event production
company specializing

in pop-up concerts and
creative activations in
underutilized spaces.
With a focus on cultural
equity and community
engagement, Citixen Joy is
redefining how and where
we experience the arts.

PROHIBIT ONLINE TOBACCO SALES (H 2482)

By Bob Katzen

The Public Health Com-
mittee held a hearing on a
measure that would pro-
hibit the online sale of any
tobacco products by re-

quiring any sale of tobacco
to be done in-person with
both the buyer and seller
physically present at the
time and location of the
purchase. The buyer’s age
would have to be verified

at the time of purchase
through a valid govern-
ment-issued photo ID.

“I filed [the bill] to close a
dangerous loophole that
allows minors to access

nicotine products online
without meaningful age
verification,” said sponsor
Rep. David Linsky (D-
Natick). “By requiring all
tobacco sales to occur in
person, this bill strength-

ens safeguards and reaf-
firms Massachusetts’
commitment to protecting
young people from addic-
tion.”
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REPEAL ARCHAIC LAWS (S 2564)

By Bob Katzen

Senate 40-0, approved and
sent to the House legisla-
tion that would abolish
some archaic laws that

are still on the books in
Massachusetts. These laws
include prohibiting adul-
tery, sodomy, blasphemy,
“common nightwalking”
and being a vagabond.

The measure also estab-
lishes a Permanent Law
Revision Commission

to examine the state’s
laws and judicial deci-
sions; identify defects and
anachronisms in the law;
and recommend needed

reforms to align with
modern conditions.

“When dusty and danger-
ous relics of a bygone era
darken our laws, it creates
the potential for real harm
to residents today,” said
Senate President Karen
Spilka (D-Ashland). “We
are on a path to making
our laws better represent
who we are in 21st-centu-
ry Massachusetts. With a
White House that glori-
fies—and seemingly longs
for—the days when many
Americans were discrimi-
nated against because of
who they are, now is the
time to make sure our

state laws respect and
support the rights and
dignity of our residents”

Chief sponsor Sen. Will
Brownsberger (D-Bel-
mont) said the bill would
bring Bay State laws into
the 21st century and align
them with the fundamen-
tal principles of freedom
built into our Constitu-
tion. “The bill would
remove archaic laws

that intrude on an indi-
vidual’s privacy regard-
ing sexual activity, said
Brownsberger. “[1t] would
remove existing statutes
that criminalize sodomy
and so-called ‘unnatural’

acts between consenting
adults and make Massa-
chusetts laws more inclu-
sive of individuals who
are LGBTQIA+. In some
cases, the language that
this bill would strike from
the General Laws dates
back into the 1800s.”

“This legislation is about
respect and dignity—
plain and simple,” said
Sen. Robyn Kennedy
(D-Worcester), Senate
Chair of the Committee
on Children, Families and
Persons with Disabili-
ties. “Removing archaic
language and striking
outdated laws sends a

powerful message that
Massachusetts stands
with and uplifts people of
all abilities, and all those
who have been marginal-
ized by harmful language
and policies. Our laws
should reflect our values.
Today we took an impor-
tant step toward justice
and our committee knows
there is more work to be
done”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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HIRING!

T Kilehen, WailsialT

andl Bar Stall

&& |||il|||||r L
awwl b st ol 1
STORE INC rily s mer bl =t

617 623 3957

2l Wikl 4 ki

siafiie Ml e

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM

o
Deog o cpawme gt 515 Bpagsay
-l-l_.i:l'lll - I‘lh £ 1]
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT

—

=
?ﬂﬂ_miﬂf :
noadwe

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
- Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,
Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




