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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE plealing
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT!
Order Yours Today!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB

Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

YELLOW CAB

Please complete all the information requested helow:

Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball

% Medford High School Sefthall
Sponsor Packages 2023

(0 MITS Viarsin
/logos is March 7th for full season exposurc, any
rs will be hung starting tournament weekend.
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Obituary:

Ramona Katiusca Santiago
— Affectionately known as
“Kuka” to her loving family

and “Chef Katiusca” to her
many clients and admirers, of
the Bronx, NY, passed away
suddenly on Thursday, July
10, 2025. She was just 35 years
young.

Born in Santo Domingo, Do-
minican Republic, Ramona
was the cherished daughter of
Teofilo Manuel Santiago and
Roxanna Reyes Lafontant.
From an early age, it was clear
that she had a vibrant spirit
and a zest for life that touched
everyone she met. Full of
energy and light, whenever
Katiusca entered a room, her

smile had a way of brighten-
ing even the darkest day.

A naturally gifted cook, she
turned her passion into a
thriving career. As “Chef
Katiusca,” she brought joy to
countless people through her
culinary creations. Nothing
made her happier than watch-
ing others enjoy the meals she
lovingly prepared. Cooking
wasn't just her profession—it
was her way of spreading love.

Ramona also had an adven-
turous soul. She loved to
travel, always eager to explore

new places, try new food and
embrace different cultures.
She danced to the beat of her
own life, living with purpose,
joy, and fearless indepen-
dence.

Above all else, Ramona

had a heart that embraced
everyone. Her love for her
family was immense, and

she was known to be gener-
ous, kind, and full of joy and
compassion. Her presence
will be deeply missed, but her
warmth, laughter, and legacy
will live on in the hearts of all
who knew and loved her.

Devoted daughter of Teofilo
Manuel Santiago and Rox-
anna Reyes Lafontant and her
husband Destin Lafontant.
Beloved fiancé of Ron Brath-
waite. Cherished and loving
sister of Ramona Katherine
Santiago, Stephanie Caridad
Santiago, Manuel José San-
tiago, and Andy Lafontant.
She is also lovingly survived
by many loving aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends.

Funeral Services will be held
at a later date and will be an-
nounced.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Regina Kando

Obituary
Regina Kando, age 85, passed away
on July 5, 2025.

She was the devoted daughter of
the late Anna T. Bronco and the
late Frank A. DiChiappari and

the loving sister of Frances A.
DiChiappari and the late Charles E

DiChiappari, all of Somerville, MA.
Regina graduated from Somerville
High School and married the love
of her life, George T. Kando. At his
passing just seven short years later,
she raised their three children on
her own with the love and sup-
port of family. Regina weathered
those storms and persevered with
strength and quiet courage.

She went on to earn an Associate’s
Degree from Newbury College and
worked in accounting and office
administration for several firms
over the years. At every workplace,
she made fast friends with her col-
leagues — many of whom became
friends for life. She was active in
her community, leading groups for
the OSHER Center for Lifelong

Learning at Tufts University and
founding the grandparent support
network of the Massachusetts
Down Syndrome Congress.

But the role she relished most

was as mother and grandmother.
She was immensely proud of her
family. Her grandchildren were the
center of her world and she was
their loudest cheerleader: equally
proud of the compassionate and
kind people they have grown to be
and their accomplishments. She
loved spending time with them and
she was a constant, loving, playful
presence in their lives as they grew
from babies into adults.

An accomplished cook, Regina
whipped up her signature dishes

for friends and family - chicken
parmigiana and her famous meat-
balls are two favorites. She loved

a good strong cup of tea — and

it had to be “hot hot” Another of
Regina’s greatest passions was her
love of the arts: visiting museums,
attending performances, and paint-
ing in watercolor and acrylics. She
also loved visiting distant lands and
especially enjoyed her European
trips.

In addition to being survived by
her sister, Regina will be mourned
by her children Carol A. Kando-
Pineda and her husband Andre

of Fredericksburg, VA; George

T. Kando of Biddeford, ME; and
Regina K. Wells and her husband
John of Stoughton, MA. She is also

survived by her loving grand-
children: Miguel A. Pineda and
his wife, Brooke, of Washington,
D.C., and Sophia A. Pineda of
Fredericksburg, VA; and Justin M.
Wells and Jacqueline E. Wells of
Stoughton, MA.

A celebration of life will be held at
a later date at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 600 Pleasant St.,
Malden.

In lieu of flowers, people wishing
to honor her memory can make

a donation to the National Down
Syndrome Congress. https://secure.
qgiv.com/for/nationaldownsyndro-
mecongress

Spicer is a stay-at-home father of three
kids under nine years-old. He is the
family dog walker and celebrates his
neighbor Joe Alibrandi’s 82 birthday.
Joe, born upstairs in the bedroom comes
from a family that came to Somerville in
1914 after earthquakes in Italy. “My kids
classmates are disappearing, I refuse to
tolerate ICE detentions and deportations
of my neighbors and I want to be as loud
as I can in this campaign for the City

of Somerville for those who are able to
train in nonviolent protection or speak
up proud of our love for our neighbors”

His top campaign priorities are supports
for students facing homelessness and
food insecurity and providing a City
Safety Net for non-profits impacted by
federal funding cuts, especially those
whose missions of equity and inclusion
are impacted. A human rights activist for
more than 25 years, he has experience as
a secondary-ed teacher and as paralegal
for a immigration legal clinic. He is
fluent in Spanish which he learned as a
student in California and in El Salvador.
For five years Spicer has served on the
Human Rights Commission, including
as immediate past chair. He intends to
bring this perspective to the Vulnerable
Persons Committee.

As City Councilor At-Large, Spicer will
fight for more affordable housing for
elders and families with children. “T'm
lucky enough to co-own a house but

even that is no guarantee of a felt-sense
of home or sense of neighborhood.

The acceptance of displacement as the
status quo is part of market coercion. It
prevents us from bothering to know our
neighbors. Most tenuously making the
rent or affording a lease, who we expect
to leave. And the archipelago of public
housing seems like a divide and conquer
strategy, when really it’s just a failure of
political will to maintain elders embed-
ded with their neighbors. In the short
run, the communication of abatement
and other financial supports must be
optimized. Social housing is going to
have to wait until sewer infrastructure is
complete, but we need shelf-ready plans
in place. If I were serving on the land use
committee for instance, I would like to
see proposed housing projects framed
with a vision of Batman and Robin, in-
tergenerational solidarity. We should see
our elders as the heroes they are”

Rats are digesting poison that in turn

kills predators. Trapping and other data-

informed alternatives need neighbor-
hood buy-in and coordinated sign-up.
Waste bin replacement at a discount
would help neighbors feel agency. “I'll
never forget the morning after I left the
cozy sleep sack in the stroller out night.
The next morning a rat had been nested
in the stroller and as we walked to school
it wriggled out from behind my baby
and scurried away. I empathize with my
neighbors frustrated about the vacant
property as a haven, or who tell me
about the stench of them poisoned dead
under next door construction. I once
met with the rat czar in front of DPW-
and just as we were shaking hands he
spotted a burrow in the sidewalk. Right
in front of DPW!”

Elders deserve more. “A resident assist-
ing her aging mother navigate City Hall
was hitting dead ends with the process
to get a roof repair on a historic home.
I reached out to express concern just

in time for the process to suddenly get
worked out. City staff are sensitively

trained but leave the impression it’s just
too hard. As City Councilor At-Large

I will make it my priority to be present
and knowledgeable at how to press City
Hall. My baby and I attended the Cobble
Hill Apartments Father’s Day event.

We should all have the support to keep
living in Somerville, be respected in the
community as we age, and feel our voices
are heard”

Born and raised in Seattle, Washington,
he completed a Masters in Theological
Studies at Boston College and has lived
in Somerville since 2016. Currently he is
a candidate for an MFA in nonfiction at
Lesley University. For more information
see http://www.ElectSpicer.com

Sincerely,
Committee to Elect Christopher Ryan
Spicer

Somerville/Medford Remembering Edelyne (Normil) Degand

Obituary

Edelyne (Normil) Degand - Of
Medford, passed away after a
courageous battle with cancer on
Wednesday, July 9, 2025. She was
52 years old.

Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
Edelyne was the cherished daugh-
ter of Marie Lucienne Gelin and
Paul Elie Normil. A woman of
unwavering faith, Edelyne’s life was
a testament to devotion, compas-
sion, and strength. She found
deep joy and purpose within her
church community, where she not
only worshipped but also uplifted
others through her beautiful voice,
singing each week during Sunday

services.

Edelyne was known for her
generosity of spirit and loving
nature. She had a heart for helping
others—family, friends, and even
strangers knew they could count
on her in times of need. Whether
through a kind word, a helping
hand, or a heartfelt prayer, Edelyne
was always there.

Above all, Edelyne was devoted to
her family. Her face would light

up at the sight of her children, and
nothing brought her more joy than
spending time with them. Her
love was constant, her presence
comforting, and her smile unfor-
gettable.

Beloved wife of 23 years to
Frantzeau.

Devoted mother of Eden, Leyla,
Keren and Jeremiah.

Cherished sister of Nixon Normil,
Marie Judith Normil Victor, Julio
Damas, Maudeline Normil, Jardine
Normil and the late Jean Ernest
Normil, Mackenson Normil, Jean
Eddy Normil, Stephanie Normil
and Yves Normil.

Loving niece of Andre Normil,
Marie Claudette Gelin and Cleante
Normil. Dear aunt of Kristelle,
Jephthe, Nephtalie, Naika, Jane
Lydie, Naika Maya, Leyla, Shant
and Junior.

Dear cousin of Lesly, Nicole, Kettia,
Carmelle, Rita, Junior, Islande, Jean
Carole, Rosemond, Sandra and
Minouche

Calling Hours will be held in the
Holy Bible Baptist Church, 64 Col-
lege Ave Somerville on Saturday
July 19th from 7:30AM to 9:00PM.
Followed by a funeral service at
9:00AM.

Relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited to attend.

Services will conclude with burial
at Oak Grove Cemetery, Medford.
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700,000 FOR YMCA (S 3)

Senate 39-0, approved an
amendment that would
increase funding for
YMCAs across the state by
$700,000 (from $1.8 mil-

BRI lion to $2.5 million.)

Amendment supporters
said the amendment will

s support YMCA programs

that address the well-be-

- ing and social-emotional

health of at-risk youth.

They argued that funding
will go directly to all 28
YMCAs and 700 service
locations across Mas-
sachusetts to serve and
support more low-income
youth in mental health
and social-emotional
learning programs. They
noted that funding will
also go towards scholar-
ships for middle-income
families who do not

qualify for subsidies and
support summer jobs for
youth and teens.

“Social-emotional learn-
ing helps our young
people feel more connect-
ed to their peers and their
community, said amend-
ment sponsor Sen. Joan
Lovely (D-Salem). “This
funding is vital to uphold-
ing the good this program

does for our young people,
assisting them in living
tull, healthy and happy
lives, regardless of their
background”

A “Yes” vote is for the ad-
ditional $700,000.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

WHO’S REALLY IN CONTROL?? As the City of Medford Turns

Granted, we have elected
officials in all cities, save
those who are appointed
by a Mayor. But, the City
and some others ask
whose interests are re-
ally being served. If they
took POLLS in Medford,
betcha the trend would be
very different than what
you hear proposed in this
historic, well located full
of market variety and
Lakes city. So, who really
controls your tax dollars
and City?? Believe it or
not, YOU DO. SO, why
so much dismay and odd
ideologies.

NOT ENOUGH PEOPLE
VOTE!!!
I cannot impress enough

how important this demo-
cratic hard earned right
is....just tossed away.

How did the dismay of
DENSITY BEGIN. I asked
at the last Board meet-
ing, so we want to hear
the process. I think the it
is The Mayor Appointed
Zoning Permit Board to
the City Council to the
Mayor for changes and
approvals back to the
Board again. But why the
Drastic Topics? My view
after attending and listen-
ing was shared by some at
the podium. A few years
ago, some people voted for
a group...Our Revolution.
So, you get groupthink

.. not of intrinsic, safety

,restore, tax savings mind-
set. So, I surmise with
maybe no problem solving
backgrounds or taxpayer
dues themselves (except 2)
a COPYCAT IDEOLOGY
GYRATED..when claim-
ing they want multi stories
for more AFFORDABLE
housing???Comments

like “It worked in Somer-
ville,” “It worked in Lynn”
were repeated by Council.
Many now heard the word
and are speaking out. This
is not a mere change that
will go away. It is not

not imaginable for ANY
RESIDENTIAL STREETS
TO HAVE 4 UNITS,

EX, ON 3000 SQ FT OR

6 stories. Please look at
candidates this Fall who

have their own workable
PLAN.

Save for Mr Sciarpelli the
6 SHOULD BE VOTED
OUT. Even if this zone
idea is halted, they will
return. The key to retain-
ing your value and

your distinct real estate
and business face and cho-
sen

apartment area is YOU.

I will try my best to keep
you informed..these are
Only Words...Your Vote
counts more.

Sharon Deyeso
Concerned,

Longtime Resident
sharondeyeso@yahoo.com

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro”
Follow us on Facebook

Superior Air

Conditioning
L e GREEN CAB

l"” Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti
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ArtBeat 2025: Mayor Ballantyne Invites All to Annual Festival in Davis Square Saturday, July 19

Enjoy 100 local craft and food
vendors, music, dance perfor-
mances, and more

SOMERVILLE—Summer
is heating up in Somerville,
so we're bringing the cool.

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and
the Somerville Arts Council
invite community members

to “ArtBeat 2025: Freeze” on
Saturday, July 19, from 12 to 9
p-m. in Davis Square (rain date:
Sunday, July 20).

One of the City’s largest festi-
vals, ArtBeat transforms Davis
Square into a bustling celebra-
tion of creativity and commu-
nity. The festival will feature ap-
proximately 100 craft and food
vendors, local organizations,
and two performance stages
showcasing a dynamic mix

of music, dance, theater, and
interactive activities—all high-
lighting Somerville’s diverse

and vibrant arts scene. Streets
will be hopping with vendors
and music from 12 to 7 p.m.,
with music continuing in Seven
Hills Park until 9 p.m. Keep
cool throughout by filling up
your water bottle at the water
buggy in Davis Sq., set up your
umbrella on the Seven Hills
Park lawn, or visit the shade sail
by the Elm St. stage.

Find photos, descriptions, and
start times for all ArtBeat per-
formers at bit.ly/44]qyNy.

This year’s theme, “Freeze;
invites artists and attendees

to creatively explore the many
meanings of the word—wheth-

er that’s freezing in motion,
preserving memories, or simply
cooling down on a summer day.
The event takes place through-
out Davis Square, including
Seven Hills Park, Elm Street,
and Holland Street, which will
be closed to traffic. Admission
is free and open to all.

“ArtBeat brings out the very
best of Somerville—our creativ-
ity, diversity, and our strong
sense of community;” said
Mayor Ballantyne. “Each year,
our local artists continue to
surprise and inspire us, and 'm
excited to see how they bring
this year’s theme to life”

For all ArtBeat information,
please visit: somervilleartscoun-
cil.org/events/artbeat-freeze.

MBTA Bus Information

MBTA Buses Routes: 87, 88, 89,
90, 94, and 96 will be rerouted
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Please see
http://www.mbta.com for full
detour information.

REPEATED PUBLIC NUISANCE COMPLAINTS (H 2246)

By Bob Katzen

A bill heard by the Com-
mittee on Municipalities
and Regional Govern-
ment would empower
cities and towns to hold
property owners finan-

cially accountable when
their properties are the
source of ten or more
repeated public nuisance
complaints within a 1-year
period. The measure holds
the owner responsible for
the costs associated with

any subsequent police
responses, as well as any
other costs.

“This legislation is about
restoring fairness for
taxpayers and ensuring
safer neighborhoods,”

said sponsor Rep. Bruce
Ayers (D-Quincy). “When
a property becomes a
repeated source of dis-
turbance, the financial
burden shouldn't fall on
the community, it should
fall on the property owner

responsible. By holding
them accountable, we give
municipalities the tools
they need to protect qual-
ity of life for all residents.”

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Thank You Somerville& Medford
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Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 781-572-83200

Steve McLaughlin ‘

Enmdrr\'FWPmuu-uﬁp]ﬁlm

Contact Us
%, 888-3POWER4

& www.beaconenergy.net

VBEi\CONf

IONS

RGY

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING

& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating
and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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Mayor and Somerville Homeless Coalition Activate Emergency Fund for

Somerville Fire Victims; Call for Community Donations

SOMERVILLE- You can
help. On Sunday;, July 6th,
26 people including two
minors, as well as pets,
were displaced by a fire on
Wheatland Street that left
two multifamily homes
uninhabitable. Fortunate-
ly, everyone got out safely,
but significant challenges
remain for our neighbors
who cannot return to
their homes.

Roughly a dozen City
departments and a half-
dozen partner agencies
mobilized to set up tem-
porary shelter and food,
and are actively coordi-
nating ongoing support,
but your help is needed
for what comes next.

These residents have been
uprooted, and their lives
have been turned upside
down. Most have lost all
or most of their belong-
ings. If you are willing
and able, please donate to
the Somerville Homeless
Coalition's EMERGENCY
FUND to help them get
back on their feet. Dona-
tions of any size will help.

The fund is designed to
provide immediate relief
to the affected residents

and will help other neigh-
bors in need as they face
future emergencies. Your
financial donation will
support a range of needs
from meals, personal
products, and prescrip-
tions to transportation,
pet supplies, and tempo-
rary and permanent hous-
ing supports, and more.

“I want to thank our fire-
fighters for quickly knock-
ing down the fire and
protecting lives, and also
our emergency response
team for coordinating
multiple departments

and community partners
to address a wide range

of the fire victims’ needs
from housing to food
assistance and document
replacement, and so much
more,” said Mayor Katjana
Ballantyne. “But fires that
wipe out a person’s home
and what they own is
where the community can
really step up to help out
their neighbors in a time
of such great need. A fund
like the Somerville Home-
less Coalition Emergency
fund can quickly provide
the kind of direct sup-
port to individuals that
makes all the difference in
a crisis”

HOW TO DONATE

You can donate at bit.ly/
SHCEmergencyFund and
select “Emergency Fund”
to support these families,
students, and residents.
No donation is too small.
Only financial donations
are sought at this time.

Together, we can make a
difference. Thank you.

HH##

Persons with disabilities
who need auxiliary aids
and services for effec-
tive communication (i.e.,
CART, ASL), written
materials in alternative
formats, or reasonable
modifications in policies
and procedures to access
the programs, activities,
and meetings of the City
of Somerville should
please contact Adri-
enne Pomeroy in advance
at 617-625-6600 x 2059
or apomeroy@somervil-
lema.gov.

If you need assistance
translating or understand-
ing this information,
please call 311 (617-666-
3311) or contact us at
somerviva@somervillema.

gov. The City of Somer-
ville can provide you with
an interpreter for free.

Official Information from
the Somerville Fire De-
partment:

On Sunday afternoon,
July 6th at 12:49 p.m., the
Somerville Fire Depart-
ment was notified of a
house fire at 81 Wheat-
land Street. Arriving
firefighters encountered
heavy fire conditions that
had engulfed the rear
porches of the three story,
occupied dwelling. Fire
had also spread to the oc-
cupied 2 ¥ story home at
85 Wheatland Street and
had melted exterior siding
on the rear of the house at
78 Fellsway West.

The fire spread into all
floors and the roof of 81
Wheatland Street result-
ing in extensive damage
and the building being
uninhabitable. The home
at 85 Wheatland Street
was also left uninhabit-
able as firefighters were
required to open up walls
and ceilings to check for
fire spread. Four alarms
were sounded due to the

high heat and need for
additional manpower at
the scene. All occupants
of both homes were able
to escape without any
injuries. There were no re-
ported firefighter injuries.

At least 26 residents have
been displaced from both
homes. In addition to

all Somerville appara-

tus, Arlington, Boston,
Cambridge, Chelsea,
Everett, Lexington, Mal-
den, Medford and Revere
either responded to the
fire or covered Somer-
ville fire stations. Cataldo
Ambulance and the
Boston Sparks Associa-
tion assisted at the scene
with providing rehab for
firefighters. Firefighters
responded to this same
home on June 20, for a
fire involving the third
floor front porch, which
was the result of improper
disposable of smoking
materials. The cause of the
current fire remains under
active investigation by the
Somerville Fire, Somer-
ville Police and State Fire
Marshal.

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford
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25 Cents

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining
Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Aepair | Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUGCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-BE85

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00

HIC Rregisiration
213093

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

July 15th, 2025
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS
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TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145

| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC

_ SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

1-800-436-5980

Direct: 781-858-8314
Fax: 781-396-1084

Office: 781-396-4192
617-623-6459

@ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net BEB

BBB
www.snakeitaway.net ——
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

fo . 0 OB S

L

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification

SOMERWILLE ha
617-2B5-0522

Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs
Roof Repair
Gutters
Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing
Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding
Painting
Carpentry
Window Repairs / Replacement

Policy GLSISCTC006815824

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857-391-5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169

_160 Alewife Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

800-519-1249 (£

o

Our Website

Google
Customer Reviews
8.8 8.8 ¢

RIGHT TURN ON RED (S 1715)

By Bob Katzen

Another bill heard by the
Public Safety and Home-
land Security Committee
would prohibit vehicles

from turning right on a
red or stop signal.

“Eliminating right turns
on red improves pedes-
trian safety by reducing

conflicts between turning
vehicles and people cross-
ing the street, especially
protecting children, se-
niors and individuals with
disabilities,” said sponsor

Sen. Robyn Kennedy (D-
Worcester). “It supports
walkable, equitable com-
munities with minimal
impact on traffic flow
while addressing risks

from distracted or rushed
driving”

Somerville’s Nicotine-Free Generation Policy Begins as New Sales Regulations In Effect

SOMERVILLE - This spring,
Somerville’s Board of Health
(BOH) voted for the City to join a
growing

national movement to create a
Nicotine-Free generation by adopt-
ing new public health regulations
limiting the sale of nicotine prod-
ucts, which went into effect May 1.

The updated rules, adopted unani-
mously by the Somerville Board of
Health on March 25, mark the start
of a major local effort to prevent
nicotine addiction, especially
among youth.

Under the new regulations:

Somerville will begin implement-

ing a Nicotine-Free Generation
policy. Anyone born on or after
January 1, 2005, will

be permanently ineligible to pur-
chase tobacco or nicotine products
in the city, even once they turn 21.

Nicotine pouches can now only
be sold in adult-only retail stores.
Retailers who do not meet this
standard must remove

pouches from their shelves im-
mediately.

“The Nicotine-Free Generation
policy isn't about taking away

rights, it’s about giving young
people

the freedom to grow up without
the grip of nicotine,” said Bhavika
Kalia, a member of Somerville
Positive Forces. “It’s about bold
action today to protect the well-
being of those who will lead our
communities tomorrow.”

The Somerville Board of Health en-
courages retailers and community
members to familiarize themselves
with the new rules. These changes
reflect the City’s continued com-
mitment to a healthier, addiction-

free future for its residents. These
regulations follow years of local
and statewide efforts to reduce ac-
cess to harmful products, including
Massachusetts’

2024 ban on menthol-mimicking
tobacco products.

For more information, contact Six
City Tobacco Control Director
Bonny Carroll at bearroll@somer-
villema.gov,

or visit somervillema.gov/preven-
tion.




The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Tuesday July 15th, 2025 11

Blockbusters and Blankets: SomerMovie Fest Returns Thursday, July 10

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne
is inviting the Somerville
community to break out
the picnic blankets and
popcorn, as SomerMovie
Fest 2025 is bringing six
free outdoor films to City
parks this summer. From
robot adventures and “90s
cult classics to Oscar win-
ners and pink-powered
blockbusters, there’s a

movie night for everyone.

Movies begin at dusk,
and showtimes are ap-
proximate. Arrive early
to grab a good spot, get
comfortable, and enjoy
the summer evening with
neighbors and friends.

The series kicks of with
The Wild Robot on

Thursday, July 10th at ap-
proximately 8:30 p.m. at
the Lincoln Park Softball
Field.

For more information,

please visit somervillema. |

gov/moviefest.

-

VIRTUAL DRIVER ED (H 3661/S 2411)

By Bob  Katzen

Legislation heard by the
Transportation Commit-
tee would authorize the
Registry of Motor Vehicle
(RMYV) to allow some
driver education schools
to teach aspiring drivers
virtually online rather
than in person. The law
would only apply to driv-

ing schools that own or
lease a physical office or
classroom within the state;
have been in business for
at least three consecutive
years; and are in good
standing with the RMV.

“Massachusetts law
requires young driv-
ers under 18 years old
to complete 30 hours of

classroom instruction, and
parents must complete

a two-hour workshop,’
said Senate sponsor Sen.
Joan Lovely (D-Salem).
“Prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, these classes
were only offered in per-
son, creating barriers for
students who had after-
school jobs, participated
in school sports or had

no transportation to the
classes. During the pan-
demic, driving schools
were permitted to offer
driver ed classes in an
online format, which has
proven to be effective and
successful”

“T filed this bill in collabo-
ration with the American
Automobile Association

(AAA) to expand acces-
sibility to driving school,”
said House sponsor Rep.
Carole Fiola (D-Fall
River). “This curriculum
was provided during the
pandemic and was proven
to be a great resource for
students.”

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS | ;_'
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL

THE KREKLHs

VALK - S o
WEDELIVER,THE,MOST DEPENDABLE &

= We service Boston and Greater New England

| AFFORDABLE|ROLL"
“DFFJDUMPSTER RENTALS)THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND %

(781) 589-4115

- mdgl

¥ GOREAVILLE AKD METFCOAD

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5955

* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

WWW.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com

393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

617-591-9888
281 Broadway - Somerville, MA 02145

(P DeviPLanT

Sedation Denfistry | Cosmalics

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin

P , Dental implants and IV S

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING
~ COMMERCIAL PAINTING
+POWER WASHING
+INTERIOR PAINTING

< EXTERIOR PAINTING
+KITCHEN REMODELING
BATHROOM REMODELING

MILLENNIUM BT MILLENNIUM

20717

< CARPENTRY WORK
+GUTTERS

< ROOFING

+HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

+HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+GENERAL CONTRACTOR

“NEW CONSTRUCTION /

1-617-970-9063

Benjiaminhomeimprovementma.cont™ y;

CSL LICENSE NO, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO, 196838

508-872-2624

100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702
drbrendan@dentplant.com

Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.

234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway,
Cambridge, Ma. 02141

(617) 876-3200

o 89

Remote Starters
from $169.99 installed

Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
Range antenna ($50 dollar value) for free Plus
$20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

177227014

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
« Duct Wrap
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems

« Removal of Old Existing Insulation

« Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing AU of New England

« Blown-In Cellulose

« Pipe Wrap  * Venting

Scuce 1985
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RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

www.rhinoroofingandmasonry.com

o

Our Website

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

Policy GLSISCTC006815824

New Roofs

Roof Repair
Gutters

Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing

Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding

HINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

Window Repairs / Replacement

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857—391-5992

o Google
Customer Reviews
% kkk

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169
[iﬂ Alewite Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

800-519-1249

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps &
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways,

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls,
Foundation Repair, Chimney
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing,
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992

1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124
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SALES TAX HOLIDAY (S 2530 and H 4220) Saturday, August 9 and Sunday, August 10

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate ap-
proved measures desig-
nating Saturday, August

9 and Sunday, August

10 as a sales tax holiday
weekend for the Bay State,
allowing consumers to
buy most products that
cost under $2,500 with-
out paying the state’s 6.25
percent sales tax. State law
currently calls for a 2-day
sales tax holiday every
year. This bill simply sets
the specific dates.

“The sales tax holiday is

a wonderful opportunity
for our residents to get out
into their communities,
support local businesses,
get their kids ready for
school in fall or make a
purchase that they’ve been
putting oft,” said co-spon-
sor Sen. Adam Gomez (D-
Springfield), Senate Chair
of the Committee on
Community Development
and Small Businesses. “I
am glad that our leaders
here in the Legislature
have been able to work

and get this done again
for our residents this year,
and I look forward to
hearing how residents are
able to make the most of
the tax reprieve.”

“I was proud to sponsor
the legislation establishing
this year’s sales tax holi-
day that helps boost our
economy and provides
support and relief for our
residents and small busi-
nesses, said co-sponsor
Rep. Carole Fiola (D-Fall
River), House Chair of the

Committee on Economic
Development and Emerg-
ing Technologies. “This

is an important weekend
that helps bolster our
economy and I applaud
my colleagues in passing
this legislation to provide
individuals, families and
businesses across the
commonwealth with some
reliet”

“Lowering costs for Mas-
sachusetts residents and
supporting local busi-
nesses is critical for our

communities in this time

of economic uncertainty,’

said Senate President Kar-
en Spilka (D-Ashland).

“This year’s temporary
suspension of the sales
tax will bring consumers
needed economic relief
while boosting revenue
for small businesses and
retailers,” said House
Speaker Ron Mariano (D-

Quincy).
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Medford VFW #1012 Karaoke Night

13

Medford VFW #1012
located at 114 Mystic Av-
enue in Medford is having
karaoke on 7/24 and 8/21,
8:00 PM till 12:00 PM!

Somerville’s own Scotty
Lombardo will be the DJ
so don’t miss it!

ALLOW ALCOHOL SALES ON THANKSGIVING (H 428)

By Bob Katzen

Another measure heard by
the Consumer Protection
and Professional Licen-

bill that is intended to

be a convenience to the
public,” said sponsor Rep.
David Linsky (D-Natick).
“How many of us have

sure Committee would al-
low for the sale of alcohol
on Thanksgiving.

“This is a common-sense

needed to pick up a bottle
of wine on Thanksgiving,
only to find out that liquor
stores were closed? Stores
wouldn’t have to be open

- it would be their option.
The current law is a ves-
tige of the blue laws and
needs to be repealed.”

PROHIBIT BUYING ALCOHOL AT SELF-CHECK OUT (H 366)

By Bob Katzen

Committee on Consumer
Protection and Profes-
sional Licensure held a
hearing on a proposal that
would prohibit custom-

ers from buying alcohol age of 18.
beverages in a self-
checkout line at retailers
and require the sale be
conducted through a face-
to-face transaction with

a store employee over the

“This bill is about keeping
alcohol out of the hands
of minors,” said sponsor
Rep. Mike Finn (D-West
Springfield). “By requir-

ing face-to-face transac-
tions, we ensure that a
trained employee checks
IDs every time, closing
a loophole that’s made

it too easy for underage
buyers to slip through at

self-checkouts. It’s a com-
monsense step to promote
public safety and respon-
sible alcohol sales”

BAN CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS (H 625)

By Bob Katzen

Another measure before
the Education Committee
would ban private schools
from using corporal pun-
ishment on any students.
It also would require

the use of corporal pun-
ishment in public schools.

private schools to submit
reports to Massachusetts
Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education of
physical restraint in in-
stances where it was nec-
essary to protect students.
Current law only prohibits

“I was horrified to learn,
through the advocacy of
a constituent, that corpo-
ral punishment was still
permitted in private edu-

cational institutions,” said
sponsor Rep. Mike Kush-
merek (D-Fitchburg). “As
a recent father, I shudder
to think of any educator
or staff member disciplin-
ing students through the
use of force. I strongly be-

lieve, and ample data and
research validate, that cor-
poral punishment is both
ineftective and cruel and
should be banned from all
educational settings in the
commonwealth”

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’
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25 Cents

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience
Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside

GREEN CAB

Due to overwhelming
response, we’ve extend
our $10 discount on g

Reservations

GREEN CAB
= Green Cab & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
resp we've

our $10 discount on
Logan airport rides. W

Legal Ad Notice

Our Taxis.
L irport rides.
Or Place Your Card on File in Our oen sirport S 5 .
App! Flat Rate Reques

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE
POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A
SPECIAL

ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAP-
TER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978,
HEREBY AMENDS

THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH
THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOW-
ING:

2025-61 Article V Section 5-15 “Ac-
cessible Parking” is amended with the
addition of the

following locations: 446 Medford St, 51
Preston Rd.

2025-62 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking
Location and Prohibitions” is amended as
follows: No

Parking Any Time on the west side of
Grand Union Boulevard opposite 455
Grand Union

Boulevard, from approximately 60 feet
north of Foley St to approximately 100
feet north of

Foley St.

2025-63 Article V Section 5-15 “Ac-
cessible Parking” is amended with the
addition of the

following location: east side of Tennyson
St, from approximately 20 ft. south of
Medford St to

approximately 40 ft. south of Medford St
(public).

2025-64 Article C Section 5-9.1 “Park-
ing Meter Locations and Regulations” is
amended with the

addition of the following location: west
side of Sycamore St, from approximately
22 ft. north of

Medford St to approximately 42 ft. north
of Medford St.

2025-65 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking
Locations and Prohibitions” is amended
as follows:

extending the Central Hill curbside
management pilot until June 30, 2026 -
Approximately 15

parking spaces on the north side of High-
land Ave, from opposite Putnam St to the
City Hall

driveway, regulated as City Hall or School

Permit Parking Only from 7AM to 9AM
Mon-Fri;

Approximately 12 parking spaces on the
north side of Highland Ave, between the
entrance and

exit to the Somerville High School Drive-
way, regulated as City Hall or School
Permit Parking

Only from 7AM to 9AM Mon-Fri; Ap-
proximately 7 parking spaces on the west
side of Walnut

St, between the Highland Ave and Med-
ford St, regulated as City Hall or School
Permit Parking

Only from 7AM to 9AM Mon-Fri and
otherwise as two hour parking except by
permit;

Approximately 9 parking spaces on the
east side of Walnut St, between the High-
land Ave and

Medford St, regulated as City Hall or
School Permit Parking Only from 7AM
to 9AM Mon-Fri

and otherwise as two hour parking except
by permit; Approximately 9 parking
spaces on the east

side of School St, between Highland Ave
and opposite Madison St, regulated as
City Hall or

School Permit Parking Only from 7AM
to 9AM Mon-Fri and otherwise as two
hour parking

except by permit.

2025-66 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking
Locations and Prohibitions” is amended
as follows: No

Parking Any Time on east side of Walnut
St from 25 ft north of Bow St to 40 ft
north of Bow St,

at 17 Bow St.

2025-67 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking
Locations and Prohibitions” is amended
as follows: No

Parking Any Time on west side of Walnut
St from 20 ft north of Bow St to 35 ft
north of Bow

St, at 4 Walnut St.

2025-68 Article V Section 5-15 “Ac-
cessible Parking” is amended with the

addition of the

following location: the east side of Bow
St from 5 ft north of Walnut St to 45 ft
northwest of

Walnut St (public).

2025-69 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking
Locations and Prohibitions” is amended
as follows: No

Parking Any Time at 22 Bow St, on the
west side of Bow St from 25 ft south of
Walnut St to 45

ft south of Walnut St.

2025-70 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/
Service Zones” is amended as follows: 30
Bow St, on

the west side of Bow St from 30 ft north
of Walnut St to 60 ft north of Walnut St.
2025-71 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking
Locations and Prohibitions” is amended
as follows: No

Parking Any Time on the north side of
Somerville Ave from 100 ft to 195 ft west
of Central St,

between 551 and 559 Somerville Ave.

PROMULGATED: JUNE 12, 2025
ADVERTISED: JULY 8, 2025
JULY 15, 2025

JULY 22,2025

EFFECTIVE: JULY 30, 2025

Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville?Medford News Weekly
07/08/25, 07/15/25, 07/22/25

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping

BERKSHIRE
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HomeServices
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144

and More

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746
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MWYC Fishin with a Mission

Hello All

It’s that time of year when Mys-
tic Wellington Yacht Club will
once again be partnering with
the Mass Bass Fishing Federa-
tion and the My Little Buddy’s
Boat Autism Awareness Charity
to host thel3th Annual Fishin
with a Mission Autism Aware-
ness Weekend at MWYC.

We remain committed to con-
tinue to help and aid the great
schools like the New England
Center for Children, The
Nashoba Learning Group and
the Boston Higashi School that
specialize in Autism care

On Sunday, July 27th, we will be
inviting hundreds of children
afflicted with autism and their
families to our facility to enjoy
a great day of summer activities
such fishing, boat rides, water
slide, barbecue and many other
summer activities that many of
these children and their families
have never had an opportunity
to experience! Please join us!

To also help this great cause we
will be hosting 2 great fishing
tournaments! On Saturday, July
26th to help raise money for the
schools, that I have previously
mentioned. We will be hosting a
“Virtual Salt Water Striped Bass
Fishing Tournament”. This event
is designed to have some of the
great anglers in and around New
England compete to determine
who will be this year’s Salt Water
Striped Bass Fishing Champion
with all the proceeds of the

tournament being donated to
the “My Little Buddy’s Boat”
A 501(c)3 Autism Awareness
Charity.

Also, on Sunday, July 27th, a
Fresh Water Bass Tournament
will be held! This is when some
of the areas great Fresh Water
anglers compete and show off
their great skills. At 2p.m. all are
welcome to watch the great fish
weigh in and see who will reign
the title of this year’s Fresh Wa-
ter Bass Tournament Champion!
Again, with all proceeds going
to the “My Little Buddy’s Boat
Autism Awareness Charity”

Since our event began, hun-
dreds of autistic children have
attended our event with their
families. Our hope is that we
can continue to create Autism
awareness and still be able to of-
fer aid to these great schools that
perform such magnificent work!

As you can see, there are many
ways you can help this great
cause! The Salt Water Striped
Bass ” Virtual” Fishing Tourna-
ment is a fun way to help raise
money for this cause! The event
is open to all! Whether you are
an avid fishing angler or a week-
end warrior trying it out for the
first time, this is the summer
event not to be missed! Using
your cell phone simply down-
load the Fishdonkey app., click
on the Fishin with a Mission
Tournament Event and register!
You are ready to go! The event
begins at midnight of July 26th
and you have until 2pm on

Saturdayto catch your biggest
striped bass, take a picture of it
on a commercially made tape
measure and upload the picture
to the app. Then safely release
the fish. With the app you will
be able to check a leader board
throughout the tournament

to see who's in the lead with

the biggest fish! The ” Virtual”
Tournament is a lot of fun! Of
course, all Federal and State fish-
ing guidelines must be followed.
There are incredible prizes for
winners of the biggest fish! 1st
place - $1000, 2nd place - $600
and 3rd place - $400 But the
best part is by being part of this
event you are helping some great
kids dealing with Autism!

If you can't fish the tournament
but would still like to make a do-
nation to this great cause, please
do so by making your donations
payable to My Little Buddy’s
Boat Inc. ¢/o Mystic Wellington
Yacht Club Inc., P.O. Box 235,
Medford, MA 02155. The charity
is a 501¢3 non- profit charitable
organization.

If you have any questions, please
let us know and we would be
more than happy to help you
become part of this event! This
event is open to everyone so
please help us get the word out
by sharing the attached flyers on
your social media such as Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram etc...

Thank you
Joe DiGirolamo
Commodore
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DON’T MISS THIS CIVIL RIGHTS EVENT

By Bob Katzen

Federal policy shifts are
testing protections for
immigrants, reproductive
rights, LGBTQ+ individu-
als, people with disabili-
ties and others—even in
states like Massachusetts.

As fundamental rights
face new threats, what
can be done at all levels of
government to safeguard
vulnerable communities?

Join advocates, experts
and leaders for a timely
forum on the future of

civil rights in Massachu-
setts hosted by MASSte-
rList and the State House
News Service on July 28

at the MCLE Conference
Center in Boston. Doors
open for networking and
refreshments at 8 a.m. The
program will run from 9

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Register
at: https://events.humani-
tix.com/civil-rights-ma

=

d

- —_——

PREGNANCY AID (S 3)

By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved an
amendment that support-
ers say would ensure con-
sistency between existing
state law and budgetary
language regarding eligi-

bility for cash assistance
from the Department of
Transitional Assistance
throughout a medically
verified pregnancy.

“Cash assistance helps
pregnant people access

prenatal care and meet
basic needs like housing
and food security during
all stages of pregnancy,
improving maternal and
infant health outcomes,”
said amendment sponsor
Sen. Becca Rausch (D-

Needham). “Also imple-
mented in more than a
dozen other states, this
policy uplifts both moms
and babies while reducing
overall health care costs.
It’s a win-win.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
Thank You Somerville& Medford

“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com
www.medfordnewsweekly.com

25 Cents

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
_ & HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR CONDIT!ONING & REFR\GERAT\O\\
e ANDOVER
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BAN USE OF CELL PHONES IN SCHOOLS (S 2549)
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NOCELL
PHONE USE

INTHE

CLASSROON

By Bob Katzen

The Education Committee
has recommended passage
of a bill which would ban
student use of cell phones
and other personal electronic
devices during classes. The

measure would require all
public schools and districts
in Massachusetts to imple-
ment, by the start of the
2026-2027 school year, poli-
cies for student use of these
devices on school grounds
and during school-sponsored
activities.

The policy may include
exceptions for school and
student health and safety;
students with disabilities;
student time spent off
campus traveling to or from
other learning opportuni-
ties; multilingual learners;
permission from a teacher
or other staff member;
emergencies; and any other
reasonable exception.

The policy must include
methods for parents and
students to be able to con-
tact one another during
the school day if necessary;

enforcement provisions; and
may differ for students in dif-
ferent grade levels.

Supporters say that students
perform better academically
when they are not distracted
by cell phones and other per-
sonal devices during school
hours. They cite one study
that links cell phone use with
increased stress, anxiety and
depression; poorer sleep;

and decreased self-esteem.
They note that another

study showed that students
not using their cell phones
wrote down 62 percent more
in their notes, were able to
recall more detailed informa-
tion and scored a full letter
grade and a half higher on
their tests. They note that
less time on screens encour-
ages face to face interactions
which can help increase
meaningful relationships
with peers, develop emotion-

al intelligence, create more of
a community within a school
and lead to less bullying.

Education Committee Senate
chair Sen. Jason Lewis (D-
Winchester) said he expects
the bill to be up in the Senate
for debate and a vote by the
end of July.

“There are a myriad of
negative effects linked to the
growing issue of student cell
phone usage at school and

in the classroom, including
diminished academic perfor-
mance, poorer mental health,
worse relationship building
and social skills, reduced
safety during emergencies,
and more,” said Lewis. “Ac-
cording to Pew Research, 72
percent of high school teach-
ers find cell phones a ‘major
problen?’ in the classroom;
and numerous studies have
shown the many benefits to

student learning and growth
by removing cell phones
from their educational envi-
ronment.”

Lewis continued, “We have
growing support for action
from teachers, students,
advocates and state leaders
such as Gov. Healey, Senate
President Spilka and At-
torney General Campbell,
and I am very hopeful to see
quick movement on this bill
as it continues through the
legislative process.”

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REFAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

Give what you can, Take what you need

Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook
and please join the group!

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of
Somerville is overwhelming.

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

in Union Square.
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

ABE 5, MANSOUR

258 BROADWAY

K“*> Blessing Backpack Checklist </

BASICS:

_Wool beame {hat}
Smart wool socks

_ Glowes

__ Scarf

FOOD & DRINK

__ Quality instant coffes
__Tea

__ Energy drink

__ Beef jerky

__ Dwied fruit

__ Fruit leathers

___ Trail mix

_ Muts

__ Granola bars

__ Protein poveder packets
__ Restaurant gift cards

HELP THEM COMNECT
_Journal & pen

___ Stationary

__ Stamps

__ Pre-paid phone card

TOILETRIES

_ Mulli-purpose wapses
Chagpstick

__ Facial vapes

_ Mupisturizer

__ Comin
Toothbrush & tooth paste

__ Grooming kit

SURVIVAL

_ First aid kit

__ Water bottle wath built in filter
___ Heat-pack

__ Muli-purpose ool

TREATS

_ Ehocolates

__ Fruit snacks

__ Cookie snack packs

__ Candy {indnidually wrapped)
__ Mints

___ Chewang gum

SPLURGE:
__ Starbucks gift card
__ Compact reusable bag

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

uPG HA'JES
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE




The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Tuesday July 15th, 2025

19

BAN STATE FUNDING FOR PLANNED PARENTHOOD (H 1389)

By Bob Katzen

The Public Health Com-
mittee held a hearing on a
measure that would pro-
hibit the use of state funds
for Planned Parenthood.

“Planned Parenthood is a
non-government, non-
profit that has broad and
significant capacity to
generate revenue through
private fundraising from
individuals who support
its mission,” said sponsor
Rep. Joseph McKenna (R-
Sutton). “According to its
annual 2023-2024 report
it raised over $684.1 mil-
lion from private con-
tributions. Additionally,

Planned Parenthood is
exceedingly active po-
litically. I do not believe
that any organization

or non-profit engaging

in such overt and direct
political actions while also
maintaining the ability

to raise significant funds
through private contribu-
tions, should be paid by
taxpayer funded earmarks
— especially one whose
primary mission is as ex-
traordinarily divisive and
controversial as Planned
Parenthood’s mission of
providing abortions.”

“The public funding of
abortion has received
majority support in the

Massachusetts Legisla-
ture since the repeal of
the Doyle/Flynn law in
1996, said C. J. Doyle, the
Executive Director of the
Catholic Action League of
Massachusetts. “Realisti-
cally, there is no path for-
ward for Rep. McKenna’s
proposal. Nonetheless, the
issue ought to be raised”

Doyle continued, “The
Planned Parenthood
League of Massachusetts is
the principal perpetrator
of abortions in the com-
monwealth. According

to a July 3rd story in The
Boston Globe, it was re-
sponsible for 9,462 abor-
tions in the state in 2024.

Pro-life citizens of the
Bay State understand that
abortion is the deliberate
destruction of innocent
human life. These citizens
are forced, through the use
of their tax dollars, to sub-
sidize procedures which
offend their consciences
and which contravene
their sincerely held moral
principles and religious
beliefs. One possible
benefit of a public debate
on taxpayer support for
Planned Parenthood is
that it might finally oblige
the leadership of the
Catholic Church—after
five decades of silence—to
confront the fact that a
majority of Catholics in

the Legislature support
a practice which their
religion describes as an
abominable crime.”

Sen. Cindy Friedman (D-
Arlington) and the groups
Reproductive Equity Now
and Planned Parenthood
of Massachusetts, all sup-
porters of pro-choice, did
not respond to repeated
requests by Beacon Hill
Roll Call asking them to
comment on McKenna’s
bill.

$800,000 FOR BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS (S 3)

By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved an
amendment increasing
funding for Boys and Girls
Clubs by $800,000 (from
$2.2 million to $3 mil-
lion.)

“This funding will support

the Boys and Girls Club’s
mission of assuring that
success is within reach of
every young person by
providing a safe environ-
ment and social, academic
and health services that
club members may not
otherwise receive,” said
amendment sponsor Sen.

Edward Kennedy (D-
Lowell).

(A “Yes” vote is for the
$800,000.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com

617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT

SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143
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Teamsters Local 25 Awards College Scholarship to Jonathan Malerba of Medford

Union provides 39 chil-
dren of Local 25 members
with scholarships to help
launch their college expe-
rience

BOSTON-Teamsters Lo-
cal 25 gave college schol-
arships worth a combined
$78,000 to 39 high school
students during its recent
membership meeting,
awards that the Local’s
president called an invest-
ment in the “next genera-
tion.”

The scholarships were
presented at a ceremony
at the union hall in
Charlestown highlighted
by an inspirational mes-
sage to the youth from
Teamsters Local 25 Presi-
dent Thomas Mari. Local
25 provides the scholar-
ships annually to children
and grandchildren of
members to help ease the
financial burden of higher
education for families.

“We are honored to have
the opportunity to make
these awards to help
young people who will be
our future leaders,” Mari
said. “It’s important that
we invest in the next gen-
eration by helping them
begin their post-second-
ary education. Based on
the accomplishments

of these recipients, the
future looks very bright
indeed”

Jonathan Malerba of

Medford, a recent gradu-
ate of Medford High
School who will attend
University of Massachu-
setts Boston, is a recipient
of the Teamsters Local

25 Memorial Scholarship
Award.

Jonathan is the son of
Michael Malerba, a Team-
sters Local 25 member
who works for the City of
Medford.

Since 2006, Teamsters Lo-

cal 25 has awarded hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars in scholarship funds.
Teamsters Local 25 is the
largest Teamsters Union
in New England, repre-
senting 12,500 workers.
For more information,
please visit http://www.
TeamstersLocal25.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

10% off when you
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105

Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acaliblial e,

CEMNTURY
MASONRY,
"“RESTORATION &

or email REAELLLL AL W | WWATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT
centurymasonryma@ | = STOP LEAKS

- Mention This Ad
gmail.com

10% Discount
781-990-9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
www.centu YINasSONnTry imda. Conim
781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Verani Realty
Residential

51 Pettee St, Unit 47, Newton, MA

wiler & Von Stry Team
368 Highland Ave
’ Somerville, MA 02144
b |

Jack.Lister@verani.com
e

Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com
Jack Lister

617-438-2460

™ |

The Sunshine Kids '

Jeanne Van Stry
781-507-1954
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422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

e
g e St

diabin Sorviom = [nperienoed 1 Beflainds + Lot sy vt

"MGIW«M-Smoofher .S.Inc{_e 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-9174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

¢ Speak to Qur Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining

, Wialls, Foundation Repair, Chimmey Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

ull ramodael imtarior work carriad out!
¢ RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRCTION LLC
| B57-228-G6B2
1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-001887%3-00 213083

Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

Davis Square - 4 Family - %1.27534
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development
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(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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floral Designs

Floral Designs

508 Somerville Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

S e wagnerfloraldesigns.com
wagnerfloraldesigns.com
mention this ad (6 ]- 7) 764' 1428
facebook.com/WagnerFloralDesigns & gﬁJr 0% ofF

wagnerleandro2@hotmail.com our purchase 508 SOIIlGI'Vllle AVG, SOIneI'VlHe, MA

Jerry’s Liquor Mart

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410 ; = iy

Hours: - _ -y~ - »
Monday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm -
Tuesday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Thursday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Saturday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

| BARNES ZNOBLE o
SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE amazoncom
@<kvhraz e
WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFE BARSTAFF

WE ARE
HIRING!

T Kilehen, WailsialT

andl Bar Stall

&& |||il|||||r L
awwl b st ol 1
STORE INC rily s mer bl =t

617 623 3957

2l Wikl 4 ki

siafiie Ml e

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM

o
Deog o cpawme gt 515 Bpagsay
-l-l_.i:l'lll - I‘lh £ 1]




24 Tuesday July 15th, 2025

C

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT

—
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
- Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,
Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




