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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE plealing
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! ‘
Order Yours Today!

WILLIAM TAURO
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#1 Local News Source!
We're working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with
Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB

Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

YELLOW CAB

Please complete all the information requested helow:

Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball

% Medford High School Sefthall
Sponsor Packages 2023

(0 MITS Viarsin
/logos is March 7th for full season exposurc, any
rs will be hung starting tournament weekend.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMEREAYIE ES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
BUYERS & SELLERS
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Obituary

Phyllis M. (Hyland) Mi-
rabello — Of Somerville,
passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, May 21, 2025.

She was 76 years old.

Born and raised in Somer-
ville, Phyllis was the
beloved daughter of the
late James Hyland and
Anne (McCollum) Agri.
A familiar and cherished
face in the community,
she spent over 30 years as
a waitress at Jimmy’s Steak
House, where her warm
spirit, quick wit, and
infectious laughter made
every customer feel like
family. Phyllis had a spe-
cial gift for making people

smile and took pride in
creating a welcoming
and joyful dining experi-
ence for all who walked
through the doors.

Outside of work, Phyllis
found peace and happi-
ness by the ocean. She
treasured beach days.
Relishing the feeling of
sand between her toes, the
warmth of the sun on her
face, and a cool drink in
hand. Her love for animals
was another cornerstone
of her life, and she was a

devoted advocate to furry
friends of all kinds.

Beloved wife of Carl Mi-
rabello. Devoted mother
of Freddy Andella and his
wife Stacey, Patrick Grit-
fin and his wife Erin and
the late David Griffin.
Cherished grandmother
of Amanda Andella and
Charlie Andella, Patrick
W. Griffin, Quinn Griffin
and Noah Griffin. Dear
sister of Elaine Shelton.
Also survived by many
loving nieces and neph-

E€WS.

Calling Hours will be held
in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.)
Somerville, on Friday
June 13th from 5:00PM to
7:00PM. A prayer service
will be conducted in the
funeral home at 6:30PM.

Relatives and friends are
respectfully invited to at-

tend.

Interment will be private.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Pierre A. Germain

Obituary

Pierre A. Germain - Of
Medford, passed away on
Monday, May 5, 2025. He
was 55 years old.

Born in Port Au Prince,
Haiti. He was the son of
Alceus Pierre and Manite
Germain.

He is also survived by
many loving siblings, niec-

es, nephews and friends.

A prayer service will

be held in the George L
Doherty Funeral Home
855 Broadway (Powder
House SQ.) at 12:00PM.

Interment will be private
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Donald J. “Donnie” Roy

In Lowving Memory

Donald J "Donnce” Roy
February 28, 1948 - May 2, 2025

E U.S. VETERAN

Obituary

Donald J. “Donny” Roy-
Of Somerville passed away
peacefully on Friday, May
2, 2025, surrounded by his
loving family. He was 77
years old.

Born in Cambridge,
Donny was the cherished
son of the late Harold B.
and Ruth (Powers) Roy. A
proud veteran of the Unit-
ed States Army, Donnie
devoted much of his life to
honoring and supporting
his fellow servicemen and
women. He was deeply
involved in veterans’ af-
fairs, and his unwavering
dedication was evident in

his regular participation
in parades, community
events, and social gather-
ings honoring those who
served.

Beloved son of the late
Harold B. and Ruth (Pow-
ers) Roy. Devoted brother
of Robert Roy and his late
wife Annette of Braintree,
David Roy and his wife
Helen of Billerica, Beverly
LeClair and her longtime
companion Robert Green
of Melrose and the late
Harry Roy, Shirley “Sissy
Roy, John “Jackie” Roy, Le-
noard “Lenny” Roy, Jean
Roy, and Richard Roy and
his surviving wife Bar-

bara. Also the cherished
and loving godfather and
uncle to many nieces and
nephews.

Calling hours will be

held in the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home
on 855 Broadway (Powder
House SQ.) Somerville,
on Wednesday, May 28th
from 5:00PM to 7:00PM.

Words of Remembrance
will be held at 6:30PM.

Interment will be held
privately at Cambridge
Cemetery, Cambridge.
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Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log

Crime Log

5/13/25 —

5/19/25

HTTPS://WWW.SOMERVILLEPD.COM/PUBLIC-SAFETY-NEWS

Assault

25026883: On 5/14/25 at
7:29 PM, Somerville Police
took a report of a past as-
sault. The reporting party
stated that on 4/23/25, her
son was attacked in Assem-
bly Row by a group of teen-
age males. The victim

suffered multiple injuries.

Assault

25026877: On 5/14/25 at
7:07 PM, Somerville Police
responded to a business in
Assembly Row for report of
an assault. Upon arrival, of-
ficers spoke with the victim

who stated he entered the
business to use the bathroom
and was refused. He was
then pushed by two employ-
ees.

Arrest

25026955: On 5/15/25 at
approximately 8:27 AM,
Somerville Police responded
to a residence on Browning
Rd for a breaking and enter-
ing. Upon arrival, officers
spoke with the victim who
stated he recently purchased
the property and when he
arrived at the house, he
observed a male party inside
the house yelling at him.

Officers located the male
suspect and he was placed
under arrest.

Assault

25027184: On 5/16/25 at
11:40 AM, Somerville Police
responded to Broadway

for report of a past assault.
Upon arrival, officers spoke
with the victim who stated
earlier that morning, he was
approached by a male party
known to him who struck
him in the head with a bag
of glass.

Arrest
25027953: On 5/19/25 at

approximately 9:37 PM,
Somerville Police responded
to a residence on Perkins St
for an injured person. Upon
arrival, officers observed a
male party bleeding who
stated he was stabbed with
a knife by a male known to
him. Officers entered the
residence and located the
male suspect; he was then
placed under arrest.

Other Crimes:

e 2 MV Vandalisms
« 5 Car Breaks

« 3 Bike Thefts

« 3 Package Thefts
o 1 MV Theft

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Tufts Students Leaving Trash Behind

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News
Weekly Speakup Line,

Dear Mr. Tauro, this is
why our city looks like
shit! T am sick n tired of
dirty people! The Tufts
Students, left all there
garbage everywhere. This
is horrible and disgusting!
Then you wonder why
we have rats. This is one
house 119 North Street
West Somerville.

Mettiti insieme le tue ca
calll Figlia di puttana!!!
Vergognal!!!!l La citta’ non

together people!!!! Why
doesn’t the dpw go around
giving out fines to home
owners!!! Shame on you
XX We need a change this
bullshit around people!!!

A lifelong Somerville resi-
dent

“On Air with Billy Tauro”

Follow us on Facebook

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

GREEN CAB

"l” Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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CAPITAL GAINS TAX DISTRIBUTION (S 3)

By Bob Katzen

Senate 5-34, rejected an
amendment that would
require any excess revenue
in capital gains revenue
over $1 billion to annually
automatically be transferred
as follows: 80 percent to
the Rainy Day Fund; 10
percent to the state’s Pen-
sion Liability Fund; and 10
percent to the State Retiree
Benefits Trust Fund. The
amendment would replace
a section that distributes 5
percent to the Rainy Day
Fund; 90 percent to the

state’s Pension Liability
Fund; and 5 percent to the
State Retiree Benefits Trust
Fund.

Sen. Bruce Tarr (R-Glouces-
ter), the amendment spon-
sor, said that putting only

5 percent into the stabiliza-
tion fund at a time when we
recognize there’s a possibil-
ity of a downturn in federal
support for our budget is
not a good idea. He noted
we have a stabilization fund
to ensure we have those
resources when we need
them.

Sen. Mike Rodrigues

(D-Westport), who voted
against the amendment,
said the Rainy Day Fund is
currently already funded at
an impressive gold standard
of $8.1 billion. He argued
that putting the majority of
the funds into the Pension
Liability Fund would be
wiser and would boost the
state’s bond rating.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment. A “No” vote is

against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

SOMERVILLE- Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne and
the Somerville Office

of Health and Human
Services are inviting all
community members to
celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride
Month at the annual Pride
Flag Raising Ceremony
on Thursday, June 5, 2025,
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
the City Hall Concourse
(93 Highland Ave.).

The event will feature
remarks from Mayor

Katjana Ballantyne, City
LGBTQ+ Services Co-
ordinator Izzy Starr, and
youth representatives
from Somerville’s LG-
BTQ+ community. Live
ASL interpretation will be
available.

For more information
about LGBTQ+ pro-
gramming, events, and
information, please visit
somervillema.gov/lgbtq-
services

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the |
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 781-572-83200

Steve McLaughlin

CommanderYPWPCSI0LE S gpmail.com

Contact Us
%, 888-3POWER4

& www.beaconenergy.net

IONS

RGY

' BEACONENE

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating

and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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ALLOW GOLD STAR MOTHERS TO RECEIVE ANNUITY EVEN OIF THEY REMARRY (S 3)

themselves, are told that
their sacrifice will no
longer matters to the com-
monwealth if they decide
to remarry”’

sponsor Sen. John Velis
(D-Westfield). “It is truly
so cruel to me that these
husbands and wives, who
lost their loved ones, who
have sacrificed so much

member and honor those
who made the ultimate
sacrifice in service to

our nation, we can never
forget those they left
behind,” said amendment

By Bob Katzen spouse from receiving the
Gold Star annuity if they
Senate 39-0, approved an  remarry.
amendment that would
repeal a current law

that restricts a surviving

“As we near Memorial
Day, a day where we re-

400,000 FOR PEDIATRIC PALLIATIVE CARE (S 3)

By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved an amendment increasing funding for a pediatric palliative care program by $400,000 (from $10.4 to $10.8 million). This
program provides invaluable comprehensive care for children living with life-limiting or end-of-life illnesses, as well as support for their fami-

lies.

“I am proud to secure additional funding for this critical program which will help clear the waiting list for these services and support the staff
who work with these children,” said amendment sponsor Sen. Sal DiDomenico(D-Everett). “Families who are seeking pediatric palliative care
do not have time to wait on a waitlist. These children deserve quality care and support throughout the duration of their illness and at the end of
their lives, and their families deserve the support they need as they face one of the most traumatic times of their lives. This program has been

City of Somerville Releases Master Plan for Public-Owned

Community Arts Center at Armory Building

Roadmap for successful community
arts center reflects nearly three
years of community feedback.

City issues call for Somerville Ar-
mory Advisory Board Members.

SOMERVILLE — After an intensive
community engagement process,
the City of Somerville has now re-
leased its Master Plan for establish-
ing its Armory building as a public
community arts center, which
would place Somerville among only
a handful of communities nation-
wide with a public-owned arts and
culture center.

The plan comes at a time when
private arts spaces and studio costs
are under increasing pressure in
the Boston region and in Somer-
ville. This cultural investment is
fitting for a city known for its high
concentration of artists, creative
festivals, and steadfast support of
the arts.

Ultimately, the community’s vision
is for a thriving, publicly secured
arts hub offering performances,
workshops, talks, and civic events
as well as rehearsal, studio, gallery
space — and more. To begin making
this vision a reality, the City has

issued a call for a community-based
Armory Advisory Board and will
soon post a call for arts tenants (via
RFP and open to current and new
tenants.)

“The community made their wishes
clear: preserve and build on the
great work and programming we
have at the Armory now under

the private model, and expand the
mission to serve the full commu-
nity under a public model. This
plan delivers on those goals,” said
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. “It adds
the security of public steward-
ship; establishes a mission to serve
our full community of artists and
residents equitably, accessibly and
innovatively; and creates a gover-
nance model that is both by and for
Somervillians with a community-
based board to guide the center’s
mission. This plan now paves the
way for a sustainable, inclusive,
exciting arts center for all in our
community, for years to come.”

Established as a cultural arts center
by a private owner in 2008, the
Armory has consistently faced
financial challenges common to arts
centers. The pandemic worsened
matters. In 2021, the private arts
center faced imminent closure.

This, despite the former owner’s
commitment, an active anchor ten-
ant Arts at the Armory, and sizable
City Covid recovery grants. To pre-
vent this loss, the City stepped in to
acquire the Armory through emi-
nent domain, preserving the space
for the singular purpose of serving
the community with arts, culture,
and civic uses into the future.

Public ownership does, however,
introduce new legal requirements
for access, management, and fair-
ness. For one, state procurement
law demands public owners follow
a regulated and open process for
identifying tenants. To do so in a
way that addressed past financial
challenges, the City launched a
process to establish a Master Plan
for the site in 2022.

Somerville’s Economic Develop-
ment Division and the City’s
Somerville Arts Council conducted
an extensive and inclusive commu-
nity process to develop the Master
Plan. The goal of the planning effort
was twofold:

establish guiding principles for
maximizing the arts use of the
building, to the widest possible
benefit of both the arts community

and general public; and

address the financial realities in-
volved in operating the Armory as a
public arts center.

“The community really stepped up
here to undertake a thoughtful pro-
cess to create the Master Plan,” said
Somerville Arts Council Director
Gregory Jenkins. “As a diverse com-
munity with a longstanding history
of welcoming artists of all types, it’s
inspiring to see artists and residents
come together to work to preserve
the Armory as our community hub
for the arts. We want to thank the
community for putting in many
hours to ensure we have a bedrock
commitment to meeting diverse
community needs in this building”

About the Plan

The Armory Master Plan directly
reflects public feedback provided
during multiple meetings, open
feedback sessions, and direct
outreach, to help ensure that
diverse voices shaped the plan. As a
roadmayp it sets up: clear priorities
for use; a governance and program-
ming structure that ensures com-
munity accountability; measures

to protect community interests;

a fair and transparent process for
selecting tenants and partners; and

a financial model that best lays a
foundation for long-term sustain-
ability.

This Master Plan recognizes that
there is likely to be a phased ap-
proach to establishing a successful
future for the Armory. The first
phase focuses on stabilizing the
property by filling the building with
tenants under multi-year leases and
making continued improvements
to the building and management.
Read the Master Plan at voice.
somervillema.gov.

Next Steps

Call for Somerville Armory Advi-
sory Board members: Open

As a first step in realizing the
Master Plan, the City is calling

for applicants to apply to serve on
a community-based Somerville
Armory Advisory Board. The
Board will advise the Mayor and
City Council on tenant selection
and building investments as well as
overall mission. Applications are
open and can be found at voice.
somervillema.gov and somervil-
lema.gov/besomerville along with
more information. The application
period will remain open until end
of day Monday, July 14.

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project ment

Evaluation

Speak to Our Staff Full remodel interior work
carried out!

New Roofs, Roof Repair,

Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining
Walls, Foundation Repalr, Chimney Repair ¢ Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUGCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-BE85

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00

HIC Rregisiration
213093

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure - nni :
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| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC
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1-800-436-5980
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

= ¥ w1

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
HELP NEEDED

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification

SOMERWILLE ha
617-2B5-0522

Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs
Roof Repair
Gutters
Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing
Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding
Painting
Carpentry
Window Repairs / Replacement

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857-397-5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169

_160 Alewife Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

800-519-1249 (£

Google
Customer Reviews
8.8 8.8 ¢

Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COMMIS-
SION, BY THE POWER
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A
SPECIAL

ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE,
CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS
OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULA-

TIONS WITH THE ADDI-
TION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2025-59 Article V Section 5-15
“Accessible Parking” is amend-
ed with the addition of the
following locations: 50 Brom-
field Rd, 26 Wisconsin Ave.
2025-60 Article V Section 5-5

“Parking Location and Prohi-
bitions” is amended with the
addition

of the following location: No
Parking Any Time at 48 Walnut
St.

PROMULGATED: MAY 8,
2025

ADVERTISED: MAY 13, 2025
MAY 20, 2025

MAY 27,2025

EFFECTIVE: JUNE 4, 2025

Somerville/Medford News Weekly
05/13/25, 05/20/25, 05/27/25

Somerville’s Nicotine-Free Generation Policy Begins as New Sales Regulations In Effect

SOMERVILLE - This spring,
Somerville’s Board of Health
(BOH) voted for the City to join a
growing

national movement to create a
Nicotine-Free generation by adopt-
ing new public health regulations
limiting the sale of nicotine prod-
ucts, which went into effect May 1.

The updated rules, adopted unani-
mously by the Somerville Board of
Health on March 25, mark the start
of a major local effort to prevent
nicotine addiction, especially
among youth.

Under the new regulations:

Somerville will begin implement-

ing a Nicotine-Free Generation
policy. Anyone born on or after
January 1, 2005, will

be permanently ineligible to pur-
chase tobacco or nicotine products
in the city, even once they turn 21.

Nicotine pouches can now only
be sold in adult-only retail stores.
Retailers who do not meet this
standard must remove

pouches from their shelves im-
mediately.

“The Nicotine-Free Generation
policy isn't about taking away

rights, it’s about giving young
people

the freedom to grow up without
the grip of nicotine,” said Bhavika
Kalia, a member of Somerville
Positive Forces. “It’s about bold
action today to protect the well-
being of those who will lead our
communities tomorrow.”

The Somerville Board of Health en-
courages retailers and community
members to familiarize themselves
with the new rules. These changes
reflect the City’s continued com-
mitment to a healthier, addiction-

free future for its residents. These
regulations follow years of local
and statewide efforts to reduce ac-
cess to harmful products, including
Massachusetts’

2024 ban on menthol-mimicking
tobacco products.

For more information, contact Six
City Tobacco Control Director
Bonny Carroll at bearroll@somer-
villema.gov,

or visit somervillema.gov/preven-
tion.




The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Tuesday May 27th, 2025 11

Somerville Police Department Updates

On Tuesday, May 13th,
2025, in recognition of their
work advocating for First
Responder Wellness, the
Somerville Police Depart-
ment was selected to receive
a Mental Health Miranda
Rights Banner created by
Officer Dave Betz of Tufts
University Police Depart-
ment. Chief Shumeane
Benford, Administrators and
several SPD Officers were

in attendance, recognizing
the importance of this work
and the need to continue the
conversation.

The Metro Boston Crisis In-
tervention Team Training &
Technical Assistance Center
(MB CIT-TTAC), also made
available additional First Re-
sponder specific resources.
The banner will be placed in
the roll call room and reads:
“You have the right to go on
living. We cannot afford to
have you remain silent. Any-
thing you say can and will be
used to help you. You have
the right to speak to anyone
and have them present with

you when needed. You can \i—:-\ \
decide to speak at anytime S
you desire to help save your
life. Do you understand all
of these rights? Having these |’
rights in mind please reach
out to anyone when you

need to talk’.

If you or someone you know
is having thoughts of suicide,
call the National Suicide
Prevention Hotline available
24/7 at 1-800-273-8255 or
Text Talk to 741741.

Partnering with over 75
police departments in the
region, the Metro Boston
CIT-TTAC team is com-
mitted to initiatives like this
that raise awareness about
First Responder Wellness

& Resilience. To learn more
about their ongoing and past
projects visit their website at
metrobostoncit.org
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YOu HAVE THE RIGHT TO SPEAK TO ANYONE AND
HAVE THEM PRENENT WITH YOU WHEN NEEDED

DO YOU UNDERSTAND ALL OF THESE RIGHTS?

POLICE

519 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE

519 ON BROADWAY

OPEN HOLIZE
Zaiwrdmy & Turciey
Mosibd - 0l

gl

WEIDELIVER THE,MOST DEPENDABLE(R AFFORDABLE ROLL
'DFF.DUMPSTER RENTALS{THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND

= We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
+We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 « 800-
Fax: 781-395-5955

46

WWW.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com

303 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS | Q DENTPLANT
WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL N T
(781) 589-4115

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin
Periodontics, Dental Implants and IV Sedation

WINTER 617-591-9888 508-872-2624
Move-in 281 Broadway - Someville, MA02145 100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702

Special drbrendan@dentplant.com

Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.

234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway,
Cambridge, Ma. 02141

& SEALCOATING

781-646-1777
& Remote Starters

from $169.99 installed

Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
Range antenna ($50 dollar value) for free Plus
$20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

177227014

+RESIDENTIAL PAINTING «CARPENTRY WORK
< COMMERCIAL PAINTING +GUTTERS m
+POWER WASHING < ROGFING ‘—

+INTERIOR PAINTING
< EXTERIOR PAINTING

+HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

“HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+KITCHEN REMODELING +GENERAL CONTRACTOR
+BATHROOM REMODELING < NEW CONSTRUCTION

1-617-970-9063

Benjiaminhomeimprovementma.cont™ ;

CSL LICENSE NO, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO, 196838

/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
« Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap *Pipe Wrap ¢ Venting

MILLENNIUM BESTOF  MILLENNIUM
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving

FAYAY ny
2017
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems

dm
R « Removal of Old Existing Insulation

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155 ficeamiess Aluminu Cutters Installed
Senuing U of New England
Since 1985
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RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

www.rhinoroofingandmasonry.com

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs
Roof Repair
Gutters

Basements
Tuckpointing

Waterproofing
Fencing

Roof Cleaning
Siding

Steps & Stairs

Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild

Pressure Wash Cleaning

Window Repairs / Replacement

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Policy GLSISCTC006815824

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857—391-5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169
[iﬂ Alewite Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps &
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing,

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls,
Foundation Repair, Chimney
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing,
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting,

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried
out!

800-519-1249

(857)397-5992

1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

=

Our Website

o Google
Customer Reviews
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also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, = Carpentry, Window Repairs / RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY  “Free chimney drone inspections
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SomerStreets 2025 Kicks Off with Carnaval Celebration on Sunday, June 1

SomerStreets: Carnaval returns
for the 15th year to East Somer-
ville on Sunday, June 1, from

2 to

6 p.m.

SOMERVILLE -The Somerville
community is invited to get
their dancing shoes on as Som-
erStreets: Carnaval returns on
Sunday, June 1, from 2 to 6 p.m.
(rain date Sunday, June 8) to
kick off the 2025 SomerStreets

season, which will include a
series of three neighborhood
street festivals across Somer-
ville.

SomerStreets: Carnaval
celebrates the East Broadway
Business District and commu-
nity with food, music, and ac-
tivities from around the world.
Programming will extend along
East Broadway from McGrath
Hwy to Pennsylvania Ave.

The event will kick off at 2

p-m. with a parade starting at
Garfield Avenue. Attendees can
shop more

than 40 artisan vendors, view
performances from Grooversity
and Trio Champola, enjoy food
from 13 neighborhood restau-
rants, and join an interactive
activity like participatory art
making, led by local artists An-

dres Duarte and Nate Devarie.
There will also

be plenty of family friendly
fun including a Bouncy House,
Parkour, Esh Circus, and other
activities.

SomerStreets: Carnaval is orga-
nized by

East

Somerville Main Streets in col-
laboration with the Somerville
Arts Council. SomerStreets

is the City of Somerville’s take
on the internationally re-
nowned Open Streets concept,
closing busy city streets to
vehicles, and opening them up
for walking, dancing, and other
activities.

Mark your calendar for the next
two SomerStreets festivals as
well:

Saturday, September 13:
SomerStreets: Gilman Arts and
Music Festival

Sunday, October 19:
SomerStreets: Monster Mash
along Somerville Avenue

Road Closures and Bus Detours
for SomerStreets: Carnaval:

To ensure public safety at the
event, several road closures and
parking bans will be in effect on
Broadway

between McGrath Highway
and Pennsylvania Avenue: For
more information about road
closures contact 311 (617-666-
3311).

Broadway between McGrath
Highway and Pennsylvania
Avenue closed to all vehicular
traffic.

No parking on either side of the
street from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Residents who live on the west
side of Broadway will be
detoured onto Broadway at
Pennsylvania Ave. Residents
who live on the east side of
Broadway will be detoured onto
Pearl St.

MBTA buses will be rerouted
from 11 to 8 p.m. For full de-
tour information, visit
mbta.com/bus

For information on how to
participate in any of the Somer-
Streets events, go to
somervilleartscouncil.org/som-
erstreets

or contact laritza Menjivar,
Events Coordinator, at (617)
625-6600 ext. 2998 or imenji-
var@somervillema.gov.
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By Bob Katzen

Senate 38-2, approved a
$61.4 billion fiscal 2026 state
budget after three days of de-
bate. The House has already
approved a different version,
and a House-Senate confer-
ence committee will even-
tually craft a compromise
plan that will be presented
to the House and Senate for
consideration and then sent
to Gov. Maura Healey.

“This budget reflects the
Senate’s commitment to a
commonwealth that care-

fully balances investing in
our people with responsible
money management so we
can protect our residents,
communities and economy
for years to come,” said Sen-
ate President Karen Spilka
(D-Ashland). “The Senate’s
statewide approach to in-
vestment delivers resources
to every part of the state and
protects our most vulnerable
residents, while our contin-
ued focus on education and
mental health ensures that
residents have the keys to
unlock the doors of oppor-
tunity”

“This budget is a testament
to the Senate’s collective val-
ues and our shared responsi-
bility to invest in every com-
munity and every person in
the commonwealth—from
the Connecticut River Valley
to Cape Cod,” said Sen. Jo
Comerford (D-Northamp-
ton), Vice Chair of the
Senate Committee on Ways
and Means. “By prioritizing
education, transportation,
health care and support for
municipalities, we are not
only addressing immedi-

ate needs but also laying

the foundation for a more
equitable and resilient com-
monwealth amid a time of
great national turbulence
and strife”

“Constituents and businesses
from across my district are
exhausted by Gov. Healey’s
budget priorities that un-
derfund core local services,
overfund benefits for non-
residents with billions of tax
dollar and burden them with
ever-increasing taxes and
energy costs,” said Sen. Ryan
Fattman (R-Sutton), one of
only two senators to vote

against the budget. “Massa-
chusetts residents are going
to keep voting with their feet
as they move out-of-state if
we continue with the status
quo - it’s unsustainable and
must end”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bud-
get. A “No” vote is against

it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

INCREASE ESTATE/DEATH TAX EXEMPTION (S 3)

By Bob Katzen

Senate 5-34, rejected an amendment that would increase from $2 million to $5 million the amount of money that is tax exempt from the value
of a person’s estate when calculating the state’s estate/death tax that a person is required to pay following their death before distribution to any
beneficiary. The increase to $5 million would be implemented over three years.

Most Republicans are against any such tax and coined the name “death tax” to imply that the government taxes you even after you die. Most
Democrats support the tax and call it an “estate tax” to imply that this tax is mostly paid by the wealthy.

Amendment supporters said that Massachusetts is one of only 12 states that have an estate/death tax and that the Bay State’s is the most aggres-
sive of the 12. They said that in light of the high value of houses, with the average home price more than $500,000, the $1 million threshold of
this “unfair and regressive” tax is too low and noted the federal tax exempts the first $12 million. They noted that Massachusetts is losing many
residents who move to Florida and other states where this tax does not even exist.

Sen. Jamie Eldridge (D-Marlborough) Senate Chair of the Committee on Revenue, said he voted against the increased exemption because the
Legislature in a bipartisan manner already raised the threshold last session from $1 million to $2 million, providing tax relief to many middle

class and working families. “Further raising the threshold would not only further reduce state revenue at a time when federal budget cuts are

$22.2 MILLION TO MODERNIZE AFFORDABLE HOUSING INTERNET

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administration
announced $22.2 million in
grants to upgrade internet
access for 15,793 afford-
able housing units across
54 communities in Mas-
sachusetts. The projects will
install modern fiber-optic

cables in public and afford-
able housing properties that
will increase residents’ access
to high-quality, reliable and
affordable broadband service.

“Massachusetts is lead-
ing the nation in its efforts
to improve internet access
and adoption statewide,”

said Massachusetts Interim
Economic Development
Secretary Ashley Stolba. “The
Residential Retrofit Program
is a key component of our
strategy to upgrade broad-
band infrastructure statewide
and will expand economic
opportunity to residents by
enabling them to access es-

sential online tools”

“The Residential Retrofit
Program is an ambitious
effort to revamp decades-old
wiring affecting low-income
families and we're already
seeing how much of an im-
pact this work has had,” said
Massachusetts Broadband

Institute Director Michael
Baldino. “This round of
Residential Retrofit Program
grantees demonstrated a
dedication to serving afford-
able housing residents and
providing them with access
needed to thrive in the digi-
tal age”

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

.ql-

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

@ Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
resp we've

our $10 discount on
Logan airport rides. W

Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience
Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside

GREEN CAB

Green Cah & Yellow Cah
YELLOW CAB'

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we've extend
our $10 discount on

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Reservations

Or Place You(l)ll'u(;:ra(;dosl.l File in Our Logan airmort
A
ENGLISH LEARNERS (H 4150)
By Bob Katzen “This is a strong step toward ensuring  parents need to be involved, transla-

House 150-1, approved an amend-
ment that would enshrine protections
for English language learners and
students with disabilities currently
provided under federal law into
state law, ensuring that these stu-
dents receive both English language
development and Special Education
services in a coordinated, culturally
and linguistically appropriate man-
ner, regardless of school district or
demographic. The amendment also
prohibits discrimination in public
schools based on immigration, citi-
zenship status or disability.

English learners are fairly evalu-

ated and appropriately supported in
special education,” said amendment
sponsor Rep. Alice Peisch (D-
Wellesley). “This will help ensure our
English Language Learners students
receive the same opportunities to
succeed as every other student”

“This is a requirement that further
burdens an already struggling educa-
tion system but, show me where this
isn't already happening,” said amend-
ment opponent Rep. John Gaskey
(R-Carver). “The schools have every
resource they need available to them.
If there is a significant problem and

tors are always available. The state
wants to provide translators for non-
English speakers but refuses to allow
teachers to speak to parents when
their children are suffering mental
health breaks, declaring they are the
opposite sex.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment.
A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Donato Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

HEALTHY PUBLIC COLLEGES (S 949)

By Bob Katzen

The Higher Education Com-
mittee will hold a hearing on
June 3rd to hear testimony and
consider legislation that would
establish a Green and Healthy
Public College and University
Building Planning Commission
to evaluate and make recom-
mendations on campus infra-
structure — focusing on energy
efficiency, indoor air quality, ac-
cessibility, life safety and overall
public health.

The proposal creates a trust
fund to alleviate campus debt
and lower student fees cur-
rently used to finance aging
infrastructure. It also ensures
long-term investments so that
all public higher education
campuses meet Green and
Healthy standards by 2037. The
bill prioritizes renovations for
buildings in greatest need and
addresses longstanding envi-
ronmental and health inequities
across campuses.

“I filed this bill because every

student deserves to learn in

an environment that is safe,
healthy and sustainable,” said
sponsor Sen. Jake Oliveira
(D-Ludlow). “By investing in
our public college and univer-
sity infrastructure now, we can
reduce student debt, eliminate
health disparities and build a
more equitable, climate-resil-
ient future for higher education
in Massachusetts.”

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping

BERKSHIRE

HATHAWAY

HomeServices

John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144

and More

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746

MILLENNIUM

WHEN P
12 2023 7om - 5pm 1=
Tickets $23 sold atdeor

2
WHERE = i?l
oy WP Post
3;1 mﬂmmw '

uunm'ﬂmﬂ“m
DILBGT VPN PEST 529




The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Tuesday May 27th, 2025

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS (S 3)

15

By Bob Katzen

Senate 34-5, approved an
amendment that would
allow Health Policy Com-
mission regulators to place
a maximum price limit

on some medications,
capping what patients,
providers, pharmacies and
others in Massachusetts
would pay.

“I was supportive of this
amendment because of

the impact high prescrip-
tion drug prices have had
on the most vulnerable in
my community” said Sen.
Pavel Payano (D-Law-
rence). “Nobody should
have to make a choice
between paying their bills
and paying for their pre-
scriptions.”

“While I agree with the
intention behind this
amendment, I believe that
the subject matter needs

to be addressed. I voted

o ... because I believe,
given its magnitude, that
it should go through the
regular committee-review
process,” said Sen. John
Keenan (D-Quincy).
“While versions of the leg-
islation that this amend-
ment reflect have been
filed in previous sessions,
this amendment includes
new language that de-
serves a committee hear-
ing and additional com-

mittee review.”

“If this doesn’t belong in
a budget, I'm not sure
where else it belongs,”
said amendment sponsor
Sen. Cindy Friedman (D-
Arlington). “This is having
a profound effect on how
we use our resources in
the commonwealth, and
it we don’t address this
issue sooner rather than
later, we will be in major
trouble. Our hospitals are

in major trouble because
of this, our insurers are in
major trouble, our state is
in major trouble, so this,
in my mind, is absolutely
the right place for this”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment. A “No” vote

is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

HUMAN TRAFFICKING (S 3)

By Bob Katzen
By Bob Katzen

Senate 12-28, rejected an
amendment that would
mandate human traffick-
ing training for all hotel,
motel, lodging house or
bed and breakfast estab-
lishment employees in the
Bay State, from the front
desk to housekeeping and
food service, in order to
equip them to recognize

and respond to trafficking
situations. The measure
also requires these estab-
lishments to post in plain
view, in the lobby and

in any public restroom

in their establishment, a
written notice developed
by the attorney general,
which must include the
national human trafficking
hotline telephone number.

Amendment sponsor Sen.
Mark Montigny (D-New

Bedford) said the passage
of the amendment will
send a message to survi-
vors that we support them.
He noted that almost no
one trafficking people is in
jail in Massachusetts and
said that when people call
him and ask him why, he
doesn’t have an answer.
Training front-line people
in hotels to recognize
trafficking and posting

a hotline number might
give a victim a chance. He

said he has worked with
hundreds of survivors
and advocates on this and
they always stress why is
there so much inaction on
Beacon Hill.

Sen. Mike Rodrigues
(D-Westport), who voted
against the amendment,
said the goals are laud-
able, but this is a situation
where you really don’t cre-
ate a mandate that every
hotel employee, no matter

their job, is required to

be trained to recognize
human trafficking without
extensive discussions with
the labor unions that rep-
resent the employees. He
noted this mandate could
arguably involve tens of
thousands of individuals.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment. A “No” vote

is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

COCO FLOW STYLE

BARBER SHOP

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”

(857)233-6748

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628 0847
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City of Somerville to Present Findings from Senior Needs Assessment at May 23 Event

SOMERVILLE- Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne. and

community members to
attend a special presenta-
tion of the results from

Assessment on Friday,
May 23, at 11 a.m., at 167

the Somerville Council on
Aging (COA) are inviting

Somerville’s Senior Needs

Holland Street.

The event will feature Dr.
Caitlyn Coyle, Director of
the Center for Social and
Demographic Research
on Aging at the Gerontol-
ogy Institute, University
of Massachusetts Boston.
Dr. Coyle will present key

findings and recommen-
dations from the com-
prehensive assessment
focused on the needs of
Somerville’s aging popula-
tion.

visit: somervillema.gov/
departments/health-and-
human-services/council-

aging

For more information on
this event and Somer-
ville’s Council on Aging,

——
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By Bob Katzen votes, some with debate and
some without debate.

Of the 1,058 amendments
filed by senators, only 21 came
to a roll call vote. Many oth-
ers were simply approved or

rejected one at a time on voice

To move things along even
faster, the Senate also did its
usual “bundling” of many
amendments. Instead of

acting on each amendment
one at a time, hundreds of
the proposed amendments
are bundled and put into two
piles—one pile that will be
approved and the other that
will be rejected, without a roll
call, on voice votes where it is
impossible to tell which way a
senator votes.

Senate President Karen Spilka,
or the senator who is fill-

ing in for her at the podium,
orchestrates the approval

and rejection of the bundled
amendments with a simple:

“BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE SENATE BUDGET DEBATE”

“All those in favor say Aye,
those opposed say ‘No. The
Ayes have it and the amend-
ments are approved.” Or: “All
those in favor say ‘Aye; those
opposed say ‘No. The No’s
have it and the amendments
are rejected”

in the “No” pile can bring it to
the floor and ask for an up or
down vote on the amendment
itself. They say this system has
worked well for many years.

Critics say that most of the
time members do not bring
their amendment, which was
destined for the “No” pile, to
the floor for an up-or-down
vote because that is not the
way the game is played. It is
an “expected tradition” that in
most cases you accept the fate
of your amendment as deter-
mined by Democratic leaders.

Senators don’t actually vote
“Yes” or “No,” and, in fact,
they don’t say a word. The
outcome was predetermined
earlier behind closed doors.
Supporters of the system say
that any senator who spon-
sored an amendment that is

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION
== N ANDOVER, MA

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.
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Medford Lions Senior Scholarship

Sharon Deyeso, VP, and
Dr Usha Sharma spoke at
the Awards Ceremony on
May 21 on the “serve” pur-
poses of Lions: Mass Eye
Research, BU and Tufts
Eye Research, Diabetes
and Disaster Aid. This
year the Medford Lions

awarded two $500 Schol-
arships to Lorelai Hebert
and Owen Lynch. The gifts
are only given to an eye,
hearing or personal hurdle
challenge student. The
Buffet Fundraiser is on
JUNE 6.

Interested attendees can
RSVP per the invitation.
Medford Firemens Club
6-8:30, Donation $37....
Raffles and Buffet. Seats
in sdvance.Thank you
for supporting our youth
promise of tomorrow.

SAFETY OF FOOD AND FOOD ADDITIVES (H 113)

By Bob Katzen

Would establish a 16-member
Commission to Study the Safety
of Food and Food Additives to
investigate the health impacts of
certain foods and food additives
and propose policy and regula-
tory changes to enhance food
safety in Massachusetts.

The commission would include
medical professionals, dietitians,
food scientists, a pediatrician,
consumer advocates and repre-

sentatives from local farming.

It would study additives such as
high fructose corn syrup, seed
oils, artificial coloring dyes,
monosodium glutamate, arti-
ficial sweeteners, trans fats, so-
dium nitrite/nitrate in processed
meats and bisphenol A (BPA) in
food packaging.

The commission would be
empowered to hold public
hearings, conduct research,
employ staff and issue subpoe-
nas to gather evidence. Within

two years of its first meeting,
the commission would deliver

a report to the governor, the
Legislature and the public — as-
sessing health impacts, recom-
mending legislative or regula-
tory actions and suggesting
public education campaigns to
promote healthier food choices.

“The surge in obesity and
chronic illnesses like diabe-
tes, auto-immune disease and
behavioral health disorders
particularly among children,

demands a thorough inves-
tigation,” said sponsor Rep.
Nick Boldyga (R-Southwick).
“Growing research and frankly
common sense suggest that the
root of the problem is related

to the foods we eat. Additives
like artificial dyes, seed oils and
high fructose corn syrup as well
as ultra processed foods are
poisoning Americans of all ages,
robbing them of living healthy
and fulfilling lives. This com-
mission will deliver evidence-
based solutions to enhance food

safety and educate families on
healthier options. Massachusetts
has an opportunity to lead the
way in addressing our growing
health crisis”

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

ABE 5. MANSOUR

ELIAS Y. MANSOUR

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

Give what you can, Take what you need

Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook
and please join the group!

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of
Somerville is overwhelming.

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

in Union Square.
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

H‘> Blessing Backpack Check

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REFAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

258 BROADWAY

BASICS: TOILETRIES
_Wool beame {hat} Mulli-purpose wipses
Smart wool socks Chagpstick

__ Glaves __ Facial wipes
_ Scarf Moisturizer

__ Comin
FOOD & DRIMNE Toothbrush & tooth paste
_ Quality instant cotfes __ Grooming kit
__Tea
__ Emergy drink SLRVIVAL
__ Beef jerky _ First aid kit
__ Dwied fruit __ Water bottle wath built in filter
__ Fruit leathers ___ Heat-pack
__ Trail mix ___ Multi-purpose 1oal
_ Muts
__ ‘Granoda bars TREATS
__ Protein poveder packets _ Chocolates
__ Restaurant gift cards __ Fruit snacks

__ Cookie snack packs
HELP THEM COMNECT __ Candy {indridually wrapped)
__Journal & pen __ Mints
___ Stationary ___ Chewing gum
__ Stamps

Pre-paid phone card

SPLURGE:
Starbucks gift card
__ Compact reusable bag

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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Dr. Octavia A. Sampson's Graduation from Tufts University School of Dental

By William Tauro

Graduating from Tufts
University School of Den-
tal Medicine represents
the fulfillment of Octavia’s
lifelong dream—a journey
defined by faith in God,
perseverance, and the
unwavering support of
community. So many ob-
stacles arose between her
and her goal of becoming
a dentist.

Born and raised on the
north side of Milwaukee,
WI, Octavia deeply ap-
preciates the rarity and
significance of this accom-
plishment. This milestone
stands as a testament to
the power of resilience
and the strength of those
who nurture and uplift
dreams.

Octavia’s path to this
moment has been ex-
traordinary—a journey
filled with late nights of
studying, global travels for
learning, and living across
two continents and five
states. From earning an
undergraduate degree at
Florida A&M University
to completing a master’s
degree at Barry University,
each step of the jour-

ney was transformative,

preparing Octavia for this
crowning achievement

at Tufts. People always

ask why Octavia chose
Tufts and the honest truth
is Tufts chose Octavia.
Doors were shut in her
face and Tufts welcomed
Octavia and developed her
into the Dentist she today.

Acknowledging the
support received along
the way, she expresses
immense gratitude to a
loving village. To parents
who instilled self-belief,
grandparents whose
prayers offered guidance,
and siblings, family, and
close friends who provid-
ed unwavering encourage-
ment—this achievement
belongs to them as much
as to Octavia.

Throughout dental school,
she served as a leader and
advocate, being elected

as the Student Promo-
tion Committee member
for the D25 class, serving
on the ADEA 2022-2023
Chapter Board, acting as
an inaugural Peer Advi-
sor, and participating as

a member of the SNDA.
Dr. Sampson also extends
heartfelt thanks to class-
mates and colleagues for
their trust and support

throughout a challenging
journey, to her amazing
and thoughtful patients
who allowed valuable
learning opportunities,
and to faculty and staff
who elevated skills and
confidence.

Special recognition is
given to Dr. Jeanette Sabir-
Holloway and Dr. Robert
Kasberg for their guidance
and belief in Octavia’s
potential, which has been
invaluable throughout this
experience.

This degree represents the
collective efforts, sacrific-
es, and dreams of so many
who made it possible.
With gratitude and pride,
Octavia honors this jour-
ney, celebrates breaking
barriers, and looks ahead
to a bright future. This is
just the beginning.

Congratulations goes out
to Dr. Octavia A. Sampson
for a job well done!

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS ’
I TAM-OAM S
~ (DINEINONLY)
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Prospect Hill Academy Charter School Named as a Recipient of the
Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries Grant

On May 8th, Prospect Hill
Academy Charter School
(PHA) was named one of
220 schools from 38 states
across the country to receive
a $5,000 grant through the
Laura Bush Foundation for
America’s Libraries. This
year, the Laura Bush Foun-
dation for America’s Librar-
ies awarded over $1 million
in library grants.

PHA will use the funds to
update the schools library
collections by adding more
dual language titles and
books that showcase a wide
range of stories and perspec-
tives.

“Books have the power to
spark curiosity and inspire
lifelong learning. We are
thrilled to provide these
grants so that librarians

can refresh their shelves

— opening the door for
students to discover new
interests and endless adven-
tures,” Mrs. Laura Bush said.

At the annual Laura Bush
Book Club event, which is
part of the Engage at the
Bush Center series pre-
sented by NexPoint, Mrs.
Bush’s 2025 summer read-
ing list was revealed. This
annual collection includes
recommendations for young

readers through middle
schoolers.

“Reading helps children
connect with the world
around them,” Mrs. Bush
said. “This year’s sum-

mer reading list celebrates
America, everyday adven-
tures, and friendships that
stand the test of time. I
hope families will take time
to enjoy the slower pace of
summer, and enjoy reading
these stories together”

The list features 16 books
including I Loved You First,
written by Jenna Bush Hager
and Barbara Pierce Bush.

It also features First Ladies
Make History authored by
mother/daughter duo Anita
McBride, Mrs. Bush’s former
Chief of Staft when she was
First Lady, and Giovanna
McBride. Inspired by the
Laura Bush Foundation,
Anita McBride and daugh-
ter Giovanna McBride will
donate a copy of First Ladies
Make History to every
elementary school that has
received a Laura Bush Foun-
dation grant since 2002.

The Laura Bush Founda-
tion for America’s Libraries
supports school libraries
with the greatest needs with

the goal of encouraging all
students to develop a love of
reading and learning. Since
its inception in 2002, it has
awarded $23 million to over
4,000 schools across the
country. To learn more, visit
bushcenter.org/laurabush-
foundation.

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

10% off when you

mention this ad! CENTURY

Call 781-990-9105 Skt PR
or email ' Ot
Centurymasonryma@ [

gmail.com

WATERPROOFING & —
o Fhe gl Set ﬂ.mf-‘ ! -
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Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acaliblial e,

WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT

STOP LEAKS
Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
www.centurymasonryma.com

781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

Single Family

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Verani Realty
Residential

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

51 Pettee St, Unit 47, Newton, MA

Jack.Lister@verani.com
Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

Condominium

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

- M oot T
75 Marshall St, Somerville, MA

wiler & Von Stry Team
368 Highland Ave
’ Somerville, MA 02144
<= )
i

Jack Lister
617-438-2460

The Sunshine Kids '

Jeanne Van Stry
781-507-1954

™ |

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

e
g e St

diabin Sorviom = [nperienoed 1 Beflainds + Lot sy vt

"MGIW«M-Smoofher .S.Inc{_e 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-9174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

¢ Speak to Qur Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining

, Wialls, Foundation Repair, Chimmey Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

ull ramodael imtarior work carriad out!
¢ RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRCTION LLC
| B57-228-G6B2
1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-001887%3-00 213083

Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

Davis Square - 4 Family - %1.27534
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071




22 Tuesday May 27th, 2025 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly
Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development

7Y
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(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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floral Designs

Floral Designs

508 Somerville Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

S e wagnerfloraldesigns.com
wagnerfloraldesigns.com
mention this ad (6 ]- 7) 764' 1428
facebook.com/WagnerFloralDesigns & gﬁJr 0% ofF

wagnerleandro2@hotmail.com our purchase 508 SOIIlGI'Vllle AVG, SOIneI'VlHe, MA

Jerry’s Liquor Mart

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410 ; = iy

Hours: - _ -y~ - »
Monday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm -
Tuesday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Thursday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Saturday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

| BARNES ZNOBLE o
SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE amazoncom
@<kvhraz e
WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFE BARSTAFF

WE ARE
HIRING!

T Kilehen, WailsialT

andl Bar Stall
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STORE INC rily s mer bl =t

617 623 3957
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Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM

o
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
- Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,
Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




