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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 17 Continuded to page 5

Continued to page 16

NO NEW TAXES 
ON PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

$75.8 MILLION 
FOR STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENTS FOR 

Shelter Masquerade as the 
Warming Shelter on Prescott St 

at the 
Cummings Elementary School      
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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By Bob Katzen
Gov. Maura Healey signed 
into law legislation that 
would extend, until June 
2027, the current law that 
allows cities and towns 
to offer remote participa-
tion at public meetings. 
The option, first adopted 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic and subsequent 
state of emergency, was 
due to expire on March 
31. The extension applies 
to public bodies and rep-
resentative town meetings.

“This law allows everyone, 

no matter where they are 
in our state, to engage in 
important discussions 
that affect their lives and 
makes it easier for every-
one to have their voices 
heard in our government,” 
said Gov. Healey. “We 
don’t want anyone to be 
held back from attending 
public meetings because 
they don’t have a ride or 
childcare or because they 
have a disability.”

“As a former mayor, I’ve 
seen firsthand how local 
government works better 

when we have strong pub-
lic participation,” said Lt. 
Gov. Kim Driscoll. “Low-
ering barriers for people 
to get involved in public 
meetings will help ensure 
that local services meet 
the needs of the commu-
nity while also inspiring 
new ideas and making 
sure people get their ques-
tions answered.”

“One of the lessons we 
learned from the pandem-
ic was that using tech-
nology for public meet-
ings expands access and 

civic participation across 
government,” said House 
Speaker Ron Mariano (D-
Quincy). “With this exten-
sion, we are removing bar-
riers to participation and 
residents will continue to 
be able to be active par-
ticipants in governmental 
decisions remotely.”

“I have heard loud and 
clear from my colleagues, 
and the communities we 
represent, that hybrid 
meetings have increased 
access, engagement and 
transparency in local 

government,” said Senate 
President Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “There is no 
reason that a family obli-
gation, a car breakdown, a 
disability or any other life 
circumstance should get 
in the way of making your 
voice heard on an issue 
you care about in your 
community.”

Obituary
Martha Rose “Rosie” (Cof-
fey) Wilson, passed away 
on March 26, 2025. She 
was 93. Born in Boston, 
she was the daughter of 
the late John J. and Harriet 
(Hardy) Coffey.

A lifelong Somerville 

resident, Martha loved 
her city. She graduated 
from St. Clement High 
School and in earlier years 
worked as a bookkeeper 
for the Faulkner Brothers, 
Inc. The beloved wife of 
the late Henry C. Wilson, 
Jr., they were married 
in St. Clement Church 
in 1952 and celebrated 
53 years together before 
Henry’s passing in 2005. 
Especially devoted to 
family and faith, Martha 
was an active parishioner 
of St. Clement Parish and 
a member of the Catholic 
Daughters for many years. 
She will be remembered 
as a fiercely independent 
woman, sometimes stub-

born, but above all for her 
loving and caring ways for 
her family.

The devoted mother of 
Robert C. Wilson, Mark 
H. Wilson and his wife 
Lu-Ann, all of Texas, Kev-
in M. Wilson and his wife 
Stephanie of East Sand-
wich, and the late David J. 
Wilson and his surviving 
wife Teri of California. 
Cherished grandmother of 
Sabrina, Brian, Sean, Ni-
cole, Shannon, Chloe and 
Henry, great-grandmother 
of Ryleigh, Connor, 
Aubrie, Sadie, Karson, 
Kaelynn and Cayden Jayce 
“CJ”. Dear sister of the late 
Katherine “Kay” Coffey, 

Bertha Casey, Harriet, 
John and William Coffey. 
Also survived by many 
cherished nieces and 
nephews.

Calling Hours will be 
held in the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home, 
855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville on 
Friday morning, March 
28th 8:30AM – 10:30AM 
followed by a Funeral 
Mass celebrated in St. 
Raphael Church, Medford 
at 11AM. Relatives and 
friends invited to attend.

For family and friends 
who are unable to be 
there in person, Martha’s 

Funeral Mass will be 
livestreamed through the 
parish Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.
com/SaintRaphaelPar-
ishMedford/

Services will conclude 
with burial at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Martha’s memory 
can be made to the Saw-
telle Hospice House, 320 
Haverhill St, Reading, MA 
01867.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Martha Rose “Rosie” (Coffey) Wilson

ALLOW REMOTE ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS (H 62)

SAFETY PLAN FOR EMERGENCY SHELTERS (S 16
The Senate 38-0, approved 
an amendment that would 
require the governor to 
create, implement and en-
force a safety plan for the 
state’s emergency shelter 
system.

“The commonwealth 
owes it to the families in 
our emergency shelter 

program and to the cities 
and towns that host them 
to have a comprehensive 
plan in place to ensure 
safety and security for all,” 
said amendment sponsor 
Sen. Michael Moore (D-
Millbury). “After a hand-
ful of recent high-profile 
security failures in our 
shelters, this amendment 

would direct the gover-
nor’s office to examine 
rules that create unneces-
sary risks while setting 
and maintaining a high 
standard for safety.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:Homeless Shelter Masquerade as the 
Warming Shelter on Prescott St at the Cummings Elementary School

Dear Billy T and Somerville/
Medford News Weekly Speakup 
Line,

Dear Billy,

I am writing this as a consid-
ered resident of Somerville. I 
would like to remain anony-
mous regarding my concerns.

Originally when I heard that 
there was going to be a Warm-
ing Shelter on Prescott St at the 
Cummings Elementary School, 
I was concerned. I didn’t think 
it was the best place for one 
because of the residential 
neighborhood and all the kids 
walking to the high school, 
but I never voiced my con-
cerns. Since it has opened, the 
warming shelter has become a 
nightmare.

I have discovered that the 
Homeless Coalition is giving 
parking passes to homeless peo-
ple to park on street. Because of 
that there has been an average 
of 7-10 extra cars parked on 
the street every day. No one 
is supposed to hang out when 
the shelter is closed, but many 
people are right outside 

all day, around the school and 
playground area. One student 
while walking to school was ha-
rassed, prompting the police to 
be called. I have seen mothers 
with kids not letting their kids 
play on the playground because 
there are multiple people in the 
playground area and clothes 
strewn about everywhere.

Homeless Coalition giving 
parking passes to homeless 
people to park on street.

No security.

Shelter opens at 5pm & closes at 
8am. Homeless people hang-
ing out ALL DAY, around the 
school & playground area.

Trash, clothes, alcohol bottles, 
cigarettes left at warming shel-
ter entrance & playground area.

Smoking weed & drinking in 
playground & warming shelter 
entrance.

Fire, police & ambulance have 
been to the Cummings Elemen-
tary school; In 3 months over 
12 times.

Homeless harassing kids while 
they are walking to the high 
school.

Allowing people with large 
aggressive dogs into warming 
shelter. Dogs have muzzles & 
bark a lot.

People are smoking cigarettes 
outside the warming shelter 
entrance.

I have seen mothers with kids 
not letting their kids play in the 
playground because there are 
homeless people in playground 
area, clothes everywhere.

Below please see my document-
ed notes. I also have pictures & 
videos of this nonsense.

12/18/2024 7 people hanging 
out in front of warming shelter 
entrance 7:15am
12/30/2024 police to Cum-
mings Elementary School 
4:15am
12/30/2024 white small truck 
removing waste from play-
ground area with hoses 8:55am
1/1/2025 fire truck, police & 
ambulance to Cummings El-
ementary School 12:47am
1/2/2025 white large waste 
truck drives into playground 
area, removing waste from 
trailer bathroom in playground 
area 8:34am
1/4/2025 fire truck, police & 
ambulance to Cummings El-
ementary School 6:10pm
1/6/2025 fire truck, police & 
ambulance to Cummings El-
ementary School 9:30pm
1/6/2025 1 homeless mail orga-
nizing his clothes, playground 
area 9:19am

1/7/2025 bags of clothes left in 
playground area 10:35am
1/8/2025 bloody rags on street 
in front of warming shelter 
entrance 9:10am
1/8/2025 smoking cigarettes 
warming shelter entrance area 
6:19pm
1/17/2025 city of Somerville 
employee cleaning street 
9:03am
1/20/2025 1 homeless person 
walking to shelter with a Louis 
Vuitton purse 4:23pm
1/21/2025 2 homeless people 
hanging out warming shelter 
entrance area, dropped off in an 
uber11:56am
1/30/2025 4 homeless people 
hanging out in playground area 
9:08am
1/31/2025 3 people hanging 
out in the playground area with 
luggage
1/31/2025 homeless person 
driving to the shelter white Nis-
san 4:23pm
2/4/2025 Luggage left at the 
playground area unoccupied 
9:45am
2/5/2025 8 people & 2 dogs 
gathered in playground with 
luggage 8:35am
2/15/2025 fire truck, police 
& ambulance to Cummings 
Elementary School 7:44pm
2/15/2025 fire truck, police 
& ambulance to Cummings 
Elementary School 9:27pm
2/20/2025 random trash can 
filled with trash left on street 
in front of warming shelter on 
Prescott St 12:10pm
2/20/2025 drying clothes on 
fence outside warming shelter 
entrance 12:10pm
2/22/2025 trash in front of 
warming shelter entrance 
8:18am

2/22/2025 smoking weed & 
drinking 2:27pm
2/24/2025 1 homeless mail 
organizing his clothes, play-
ground area 8:53am
2/26/2025 fire truck, police & 
ambulance 5:50pm
3/11/2025 Smoking weed & 
drinking at entrance to warm-
ing shelter
3/11/2025 fire truck & police to 
Cummings Elementary School 
7:36AM
3/16/2025 fire truck & police to 
Cummings Elementary School 
6:52AM
3/16/2025 alcohol bottles large 
& small along street, bushes 
in the playground area, storm 
drains on the school premise 
9:37am
3/16/2025 cigarette butts 
everywhere, hundreds of them; 
warming shelter entrance, 
bushes & playground area 
9:37am
3/17/2025 debris/trash on path 
from Prescott St to School St 
10:01am
3/18/2025 3 people smoking 
weed 4:22pm
3/25/2025 people drinking al-
cohol & smoking weed 3:40pm
3/25/2025 Security, I think, 
sitting right in front of people 
drinking & smoking weed. sits 
in a dark color TESLA license 
plate VE25AS
3/25/2025 luggage left in play-
ground unoccupied 9:12am
3/27/2025 3 people smoking 
weed 1:41pm

PLEASE HELP CONCERNED 
RESIDENT!

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Somerville Street Sweeping, Yard Waste Pickup, and Hazardous Waste Drop-off Begin in April

SOMERVILLE– Spring has 
sprung, and with it, essential 
seasonal services for our 
residents. Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne, the 
Somerville Parking Depart-
ment, and the Department 
of Public Works want to re-
mind everyone of important 
upcoming services.

Street Sweeping to Resume 
April 1

Regular street sweeping 
schedules officially resume 

Tuesday, April 1, and will 
continue through December
31, 2025. This essential pub-
lic works program not only 
keeps our city cleaner, but 
reduces the risk of flooding 
and icing due to clogged 
storm drains.

Residents and community 
members can check street 
signs to know when parking 
is unavailable due to
sweeping. A recurring pat-
tern was chosen in order 
to allow residents to plan 
ahead.

On designated street sweep-
ing days, vehicles must be 
moved from the side of the 
street being swept,
as noted on signs posted 
on each street. For more 
information regarding street 
sweeping procedures, visit
parksomerville.com or
call 311 (617-666-3311).

The penalty for not comply-
ing with street sweeping 
parking regulations is a $50 
fine. Community members
are encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the street 
sweeping schedule in areas 
where they park. The best 
way to do this is to read the 
signs on the street when you 
park. To learn more, visit
somervillema.gov/sweeping.

Yard Waste Pickup Begins 
April 14

Yard waste pickup begins 
Monday, April 14, and runs 
through December 12. Dur-
ing
collection week, yard waste 
should be put out with your 
trash and recycling on your 
normal pickup day and be in 
either a paper bag or a trash 
barrel with a “Yard Waste 
Only” sticker. Tree branches 

should be tied into 3ft x 3ft 
bundles. To learn more, visit
somervillema.gov/yardwaste.

Dispose of Household Haz-
ardous Waste April Through 
November

Somerville residents can 
drop-off household hazard-
ous waste on the second 
Saturday
of each month, April 
through November, from 
9 a.m. to noon at the DPW 
yard (1 Franey Rd.). Accept-
ed materials include motor 
oil, aerosol paint, house-
hold cleaning chemicals, 
rechargeable batteries, and 
more. Proof of residency is 
required. For more informa-
tion
and how to prep materials, 
visit somervillema.gov/recy-
lcing.

Sign Up for Reminders

You can use the Somerville 
Waste Wizard below to find 
out your next street sweep, 
yard waste pickup,
or upcoming household haz-
ardous waste drop-off. Sign 
up to receive complimentary 
street sweeping notifications 
via a method of your choice 
by selecting “Sign Up for 
Reminders” at
somervillema.gov/depart-
ments/sweeping

For street sweeping, please 
remember that this is a cour-
tesy service that may experi-
ence technical
problems; it remains the 
drivers’ responsibility to 
follow the posted signs and 
move their vehicle on time.

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 38-0, approved 
an amendment that would 
require the governor to cre-
ate, implement and enforce 
a safety plan for the state’s 
emergency shelter system.

“The commonwealth owes it 
to the families in our emer-
gency shelter program and 
to the cities and towns that 
host them to have a com-
prehensive plan in place to 
ensure safety and security 

for all,” said amendment 
sponsor Sen. Michael Moore 
(D-Millbury). “After a hand-
ful of recent high-profile 
security failures in our shel-
ters, this amendment would 
direct the governor’s office 
to examine rules that create 

unnecessary risks while set-
ting and maintaining a high 
standard for safety.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
amendment.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

SAFETY PLAN FOR EMERGENCY SHELTERS (S 16)
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

HONOR ABIGAIL ADAMS AND ELIZABETH FREEMAN
By Bob Katzen

Senate President Karen 
Spilka (D-Ashland) an-
nounced that busts of 
women’s rights leader and 
first lady Abigail Adams, 
as well as freedom fighter 
Elizabeth Freeman, the 
first enslaved woman to 
successfully sue for her 
freedom in the U.S., will 
be commissioned and 
placed in the Massachu-
setts Senate Chamber. Ad-
ams and Freeman will be 
the first permanent busts 
depicting women in the 
Massachusetts Statehouse.

“Whether by accident 
or design, the contribu-
tions of women who have 
shaped our common-
wealth and nation have 
too long been absent from 
Statehouse art,” said Sen-
ate President Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “Today we 
raise up Abigail Adams 
and Elizabeth Freeman 
as trailblazers and lead-
ers who should rightfully 
be honored in the Senate 
Chamber. Their presence 
will help us send a clear 
message to every woman 
who walks our halls: you 
belong here.”

“Representation is not 
meant to be a crumb,” said 
Sen. Julian Cyr (D-Cape 
and Islands), Chair of the 
Senate Art Committee. 
“The decision to place 
busts of two women in the 
Senate chamber is a mean-
ingful testament to the 
extraordinary contribu-
tions of scores of women 
to our commonwealth. 
This marks an important 
step in our ongoing work 
to recognize the women 
and individuals who have 
shaped Massachusetts 
but have too often been 
overlooked in our history 
books.”

Elizabeth Freeman, born 
into slavery in New York 
around 1744, became the 
first African American 
woman to successfully sue 
for her freedom in Mas-
sachusetts. Inspired by the 
promise of liberty in the 
Massachusetts Constitu-
tion, her 1781 case, Brom 
and Bett v. Ashley, helped 
establish that slavery was 
incompatible with the 
state’s founding principles. 
After gaining her free-
dom, Freeman became 
a respected healer and 
midwife, later securing 
her place in history as a 

trailblazer for civil rights.

Abigail Adams, known 
for urging the Founding 
Fathers to “remember 
the ladies,” was an early 
advocate for women’s 
rights and education. As 
a trusted advisor to her 
husband, President John 
Adams, she managed their 
household and finances 
while influencing politi-
cal discourse through her 
letters.

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

I’m a lunch aide in Somer-
ville. I used to work every 
day now they put me on 
call me on call for no rea-
son. They’re not telling me 
why I haven’t worked for 
three weeks. They haven’t 
call me but I tried to call 
them.

I leave a voicemail and 
no one call me back. I’m 
sick to my stomach I don’t 
even sleep at night over 
this situation. This is crazy 
and I’m depressed for not 
going to work everyday. If 
you can do anything about 
this and when I talk, they 
say don’t call me we will 
tell you when we have 
something.

Please help me out if you 
can do anything I really 
appreciate it and when 
l email them they don’t 
emailed me back.

Thank you

A depressed school de-
partment employee ￼￼

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:
School Department Playing Games With My Livelihood
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

By Bob Katzen

Rep. Francisco Paulino (D-
Methuen) filed legislation to 
address the shortage of justices 
in the Massachusetts Juvenile 
Court Department by increas-

ing the number from 42 to 80.

“No child should have to wait 
months or years for justice,” 
said Paulino. “This bill will help 
us reduce the backlog, provide 
timely interventions for at-risk 

youth and save the common-
wealth millions by reducing 
long-term foster care and 
detention costs.”

Paulino noted that Massachu-
setts juvenile courts now handle 

a broader range of complex 
cases than when the current 
cap was enacted decades ago, 
including child protection, 
mental health, truancy and 
emergency custody. He said 
that thousands of cases are 

impacted annually by judicial 
delays, with serious conse-
quences for vulnerable children 
and families.

INCREASE THE NUMBER OF JUVENILE JUSTICES (H 1929)

WOBURN – Middlesex District 
Attorney Marian Ryan announced 
that she has added experienced 
law enforcement leader Richard 
McLaughlin to her team to serve as 
Law Enforcement Liaison working 
with police departments to improve 
training, increase transparency and 
strengthen the collaborative work of 
the District Attorney’s Office with 

local police departments.

“Former Chief McLaughlin brings 
a wealth of knowledge to this 
position. Our local police serve a 
vital role, not only in our criminal 
cases and investigations, but in 
the preventative programs we run 
in the communities,” said District 
Attorney Ryan. “In this Office 
we strive to work with our police 
departments to provide officers 
with training on the latest emerg-
ing technologies and best practices, 

whether it be using forensic genetic 
genealogy to investigation a decades 
old case or ensuring officers know 
updates made to criminal law and 
procedures. In this new role Richard 
McLaughlin’s reputation as a trusted 
leader, motivator, and team builder, 
will help us to achieve these goals.”

McLaughlin’s duties will include 
leading conversations around 
emerging law enforcement prac-
tices; working with the police 
discovery team to analyze discovery 

issues; and increasing communica-
tion with police personnel through-
out the County.

Richard McLaughin brings over 25 
years of experience leading security 
and police operations for metro-
suburban towns. Most recently he 
served as the Chief of Police for the 
town of Belmont. He was previously 
a Police Captain and Community 
Services Division Commander 
with the Arlington Police Depart-
ment. McLaughlin is retired from 

the United States Air Force Reserve 
Unit and the United States Navy 
Seabees. He holds a Master of Arts 
in Criminal Justice from Anna Ma-
ria College and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence from Northeastern University.

Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan Adds Former Belmont Chief of Police Richard McLaughlin to Her Team
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

MEDFORD COMMUNITY CHORALE YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT CHORUS

BROADER BACKGROUND CHECKS (S 16)
By Bob Katzen

The Senate 12-26, rejected an amend-
ment that would expand the back-
ground checks that the state must 
conduct on emergency assistance 
shelter applicants by mandating uni-
versal criminal background checks that 
include criminal records at the state, 
federal and international levels as well 
as immigration or residency status. 
Without the amendment, the bill limits 

background checks to crimes commit-
ted in Massachusetts.

“[This amendment] was a bipartisan 
proposal to ensure that individuals in 
taxpayer-funded state shelters are not 
sex offenders and do not have criminal 
backgrounds in Massachusetts or any-
where else,” said amendment sponsor 
Sen. Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). “The 
amendment would also ensure that the 
individuals in taxpayer-funded state 

shelters are U.S. citizens. It’s a common-
sense proposal for public safety.”

“We need to put a stop to the dangerous 
crime in our state shelters,” continued 
Fattman. “We’ve seen countless cases of 
unvetted illegal immigrants commit-
ting heinous crimes in state shelters, 
and Gov. Healey is either unwilling 
or unable to address it. This amend-
ment would have protected vulnerable 
residents of Massachusetts, who the 

shelters are intended for, and it’s a 
shame it did not pass.”

Sen. Mike Rodrigues (D-Westport) 
said the Senate has already approved 
an amendment that would require the 
Executive Office of Housing and Liv-
able Communities, in conjunction with 
the Massachusetts State Police, to study 
the feasibility of conducting a National 
Crime Information Center background 
check for each adult or beneficiary 

applying for the emergency shelter 
program. He noted that once the results 
of the study are released, the Senate, 
armed with the results of the study, can 
vote on the broader background checks.

(A “Yes” vote is for the broader back-
ground checks. A “No” vote is against 
them.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

Mayor Ballantyne Invites Community to Somerville’s Third Annual Civic Day Celebration

Join family-friendly ac-
tivities and games to learn 
about local government & 
services on Saturday,
April 5

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne invites 
community members to 

attend the city’s spring 
Civic Day celebration on 
Saturday, April 5, from 
noon to 4 p.m. at City Hall 
(93 Highland Ave.) and on 
the City Hall concourse.

Now in its third year, 
Civic Day aims to provide 
community members of 
all ages with fun, interac-
tive
opportunities to celebrate 
democracy and learn 
about City government, 
programs, services, and 
ways to get involved.

Visitors can join in a 

variety of family-friendly 
activities planned by City 
departments, including:

Selecting a home a pol-
linator plant plug for your 
home garden.

Casting your vote in Cycle 
2 of Somerville’s Participa-
tory Budgeting process.

Posing for a photo on a 
Somerville Police motor-
cycle.

Taking a tour of City Hall.

Navigating a hazard house 
and learn about fire safety 

with Somerville Fire De-
partment.

Enjoying local food and 
music performed by 
Somerville High School 
ensembles.

The City Hall concourse 
will be closed to vehicular 
traffic. Temporary handi-
cap parking will be avail-
able
along Highland Avenue 
near the concourse. In the 
event of inclement weath-
er, all outdoor activities 
will be moved inside to 
Somerville High School 
(81 Highland Ave.)

Multilingual staff from 
the SomerViva: Office of 
Immigrant Affairs will be 
present to offer language
support for residents who 
may need assistance con-
necting with city depart-
ments.

For more information, 
please contact Kristine 
McNulty at
kmcnulty@somervillema.
gov
or visit
somervillema.gov/civicday

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Shots Fired
25015844: On 3/23/25 
at approximately 9:56 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to Hathorn St 
for a report of shots fired 
for five rounds. Upon ar-
rival, officers located four 
shell casings on Hathorn 
St. There were no victims 
reported.

Commercial Breaking and 
Entering

25016064: On 3/25/25 at 
approximately 3:10 AM, 

Somerville Police re-
sponded to a business on 
Highland Ave for report 
of a B&E. Upon arrival, 
officers observed the front 
window smashed with a 
brick. It appeared various 
products and money were 
stolen.

Commercial Breaking and 
Entering
25016120: On 3/25/25 
at approximately 10:32 
AM, Somerville Police 
responded to a business 
on in Assembly Row for 

report of a past breaking 
and entering. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with 
the reporting party who 
stated two individuals 
broke in and stole money 
from the register.

Other Crimes:
• 3 MV Thefts
• 2 Car Breaks
• 1 Package Theft
• 2 MV Vandalisms

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log

SOMERVILLE– The Somer-
ville Arts Council is excited to 
announce PorchFest 2025, the 
citywide live music event, is 
returning on Saturday, May 10, 
from 12 to 6 p.m. (rain date: 
Sunday, May 11).

To ensure a safe, enjoyable, and 
well-organized experience for 
all, this year’s event will fea-
ture new safety measures and 
structural updates designed to 
enhance the day for both per-
formers and residents. All infor-
mation is available on somervil-
leartscouncil.org/porchfest

Key Updates & Changes for 
2025:

Application Process & Deadline:
Deadline to submit an applica-
tion is Thursday, April 10, at 
11:59 p.m.
Applying does not guarantee 
participation.

Event Map to Be Issued Early:
A map of the bands and their 
locations will be available several 
weeks before the event to make 
it easier for residents, businesses, 
and participants to plan ahead.

Street Limitations:
Streets and locations identified 

by the Somerville Fire and En-
gineering Departments as being 
part of a key safety route will not 
be able to host performances.
These safety routes have been 
identified to ensure safe pedes-
trian and traffic flow as well as 
emergency vehicle travel.
Residents on safety routes are 
encouraged to partner with 
neighbors on a nearby desig-
nated street.

Block Party Submissions:
Block parties must also apply 
through Citizen Serve to request 
a block party permit.
Applications will be open March 
10 – April 10 and will be re-
viewed based on the street safety 
restrictions noted above.

Emergency Management Plan:
The Mayor’s Office has convened 
an Emergency Management 
Team to oversee a central com-
mand station on Porchfest.
This team includes the Police 
Chief, Fire Chief, DPW, Emer-
gency Management Department, 
and Arts Council.

Ambassador Volunteer Program:
Volunteers will be stationed 
throughout event zones to assist 
visitors, direct people to porta-
potty locations, monitor safety, 

and serve as points of contact.

Official PorchFest Badges:
Approved porches will receive 
an official PorchFest badge that 
must be displayed on the day of 
the event. Ambassadors will help 
ensure compliance.

Additional Information:

Schedule:
Performances will take place in 
three two-hour zones across the 
city:
West of Willow Street: 12–2 p.m.
Willow to Central Street: 2–4 
p.m.
East of Central Street: 4–6 p.m.

Event Guidelines & Rules:
To keep PorchFest safe and 
enjoyable for all, please follow 
these rules:
Be respectful of porch hosts, 
neighbors, and residents—do 
not loiter on non-PorchFest 
properties
Public alcohol consumption is 
prohibited
Use public transportation to 
reduce traffic and parking con-
gestion
Stay on sidewalks to allow cars 
to pass safely
Use designated porta-potties
Tip the bands (cash or digital) to 

support local musicians

The updates to Porchfest’s safety 
and organization were shaped 
with help from the Porchfest 
Committee, composed of five 
members of the Somerville 
community including a business 
owner, a resident, a musician, 
a Department of Public Works 
representative, and a member of 
the Arts Council staff.

“PorchFest is one of Somer-
ville’s most popular events, and 
to keep it going strong, we’ve 
made some important safety and 
sustainability updates,” said SAC 
Director Gregory Jenkins. “We’re 
limiting performances on key 
emergency routes and refining 
the application process to ensure 
the event stays safe and accessi-
ble for everyone. These changes 
will help PorchFest thrive for 
years to come, and we need the 
community’s support to make it 
happen. I also want to thank the 
PorchFest Committee for their 
help creating these recommen-
dations, and everyone who helps 
bring this amazing event to life.”

History of Porchfest
In 2011, the Somerville Arts 
Council launched PorchFest, 
a citywide community music 

event that invites residents to 
celebrate local musicians by 
hosting mini-concerts on their 
porches and stoops, or drive-
ways and yards. Think of it like 
Somerville Open Studios, but for 
musicians. Rather than a tradi-
tional festival, PorchFest brings 
neighbors together to share and 
enjoy live music ringing out 
from porches across the city.

Somerville PorchFest 2025: Important Safety & Event Updates
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Legal Ad Notice
THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2025-53 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Parking” is amended with the addition of the
following locations: 14 Bond St, 11 Perry St.

PROMULGATED: MARCH 13, 2025
ADVERTISED: MARCH 25, 2025
APRIL 1, 2025
APRIL 8, 2025
EFFECTIVE: APRIL 16, 2025
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 3/25/25 , 4/0/25 , 4/08/25
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Residents Ages 12+ Can Vote on 
How to Spend $1 Million on Com-
munity Projects. Voting Closes 
Wednesday, April 30

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne invites all Somerville 
residents ages 12 and older to vote 
in the City’s second cycle of Partici-
patory Budgeting. Voting is open 

now through April 30 and residents 
will help decide how to invest $1 
million in community-generated 
projects to improve Somerville.

Participatory Budgeting is about 
putting decision-making power 
directly in the hands of our com-
munity, and unsurprisingly, our 
residents have stepped up once 
again with vision and passion,” said 
Mayor Ballantyne. “I’m energized 
not only by the ideas themselves, 
but by the continued dedication of 
our budget delegates and City staff, 
who worked so thoughtfully to 
shape this year’s ballot. I encourage 
every eligible resident to vote and 
help make their favorite proposals 
a reality.”

Residents submitted over 700 ideas 
for Cycle 2. A team of volunteer 

budget delegates then worked 
closely with City staff to evalu-
ate and refine the ideas based on 
feasibility, cost, impact, and 
community need. The final ballot 
features 20 project proposals across 
themes like pedestrian safety, youth 
programming, environmental resil-
ience, public art, civic engagement, 
and more.

2025 Participatory Budgeting Bal-
lot Highlights
To learn more about each proposal, 
including cost and location, visit 
somervillema.gov/pb. Highlights 
include:

Safe Crossings for Kids – Traf-
fic calming around schools and 
playgrounds
More Bluebikes Stations – Three 
new stations with bikes in high-

need areas
Public Community Compost Pilot 
– Accessible, rodent-safe compost 
drop-offs
SomerStories Murals – Commu-
nity-centered murals celebrating 
local stories
Bus Access for All – Upgrading bus 
stops to be ADA-accessible
Voting in the ‘Ville – New designs 
for “I Voted” stickers, plus civic 
engagement outreach
Bike Network Guarantee – One 
mile of separated bike lanes aligned 
with the City’s Bicycle Network 
Plan
Boost Somerville’s Nutrition 
Security Network – Expanded cold 
storage and food distribution
Pollinator Gardens – Native flora 
planted across parks to support 
pollinators
Outsmart Somerville Rats! – More 

SMART boxes and rodent educa-
tion efforts

How to Vote
Somerville residents can rank their 
top five favorite ideas. The projects 
with the most votes will be funded 
until the $1 million is allocated. 
Results will be announced later this 
spring, and project implementation 
will begin shortly thereafter.
Vote Online: Visit somervillema.
gov/pb or scan the QR code on 
Participatory Budgeting materials.
Vote by Phone: Call 311 (or 617-
666-3311)
Vote In Person: Fill out a paper bal-
lot at any Somerville Public Library 
branch or at City Hall.

Voting Now Open for Somerville’s Second Cycle of Participatory Budgeting

April 5, 2024 through April 11, 2025
Somerville community is invited to 
join in celebration with music, food 
and children’s activities and learn more 
about Somerville’s community-wide ap-
proach to supporting early childhood.

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne, Superintendent Rubėn Carmona, 

and Somerville’s early childhood com-
munity invite Somerville caregivers, 
children, and educators to celebrate the 
Week of the Young Child from April 5 
to 11, 2025.

The Week of the Young Child was 
designated by the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) to focus public attention on 
the needs of young children and their 
families.

This week of celebrations will include 
programming and activities across the 
city, family-friendly specials in local 
restaurants, and will culminate in a 
community-wide celebration on Thurs-
day, April 10, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on 
the Somerville High School concourse 
(81 Highland Avenue). The event will 
include family-friendly music, food, 
and activities.

“In Somerville, we believe every child 
deserves the strongest possible start, 
which only happens when an entire 
community works together,” said Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne. “Week of the Young 
Child is a joyful reminder of what we 
can accomplish when families, educa-
tors, and city and community partners 
come together to support our youngest 
residents.”

The city’s collective approach to 
meeting the needs of young children 
has been supported by the First Five 
Steering Committee. This committee is 
composed of representatives from the 
City of Somerville, the Somerville Pub-
lic Schools, and community partners.

“Week of the Young Child is a great 
way to celebrate the long history of 
early childhood work in Somerville,” 

said Superintendent of Schools, Dr. 
Rubén Carmona. “In Somerville Public 
Schools, we’re committed to making 
sure our youngest learners have access 
to high quality learning opportunities 
and to providing inclusive, multilin-
gual programming and wrap-around 
services for families and we are grateful 
for strong partnerships between the 
Public Schools, the city, and multiple 
community partners.”

City of Somerville Youth and Family 
Supports
The One Somerville, Every Child 
umbrella tagline reflects Somerville’s 
commitment to equity and its collective 
approach to supporting all children and 
youth in our city.

Among the successes of the multilin-
gual cross-sector work to support early 
childhood development from prenatal 

to school entry are: SomerBaby; Home 
Visiting; Playgroups; Developmental 
Screening; the Child Care Access and 
Affordability Program; Somerville Hub 
Connect; wraparound services; and 
the establishment of the Somerville 
Partnership for Young Children focused 
on expanding access to high-quality 
preschool in the city.

Our newest addition to support this 
goal is the establishment of a multi-
tiered system of supports to ensure all 
partners in our mixed delivery system 
have the supports needed to ensure all 
young learners can thrive. The First 
Five Steering Committee facilitates the 
alignment of all these services.

For more information regarding any 
of the above programs or initiatives 
listed please visit the Somerville Hub 
Connect.

One Somerville, Every Child: Mayor Ballantyne Invites Somerville to Celebrate Explore the
 ‘Week of the Young Child’
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

$75.8 MILLION FOR STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENTS FOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS
By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administra-
tion will be distributing an 
additional $75.8 million 
in student loan repay-
ment awards to more than 
1,700 behavioral health 
and primary care provid-
ers throughout the state as 
part of the MA Repay Pro-
gram. Recipients include 
primary care physicians, 
family nurse practitioners, 
physician assistants, psy-
chiatrists, psychologists, 

social workers, inpatient 
mental health workers, 
substance use disorder 
treatment professionals 
and school-based mental 
health providers.

The MA Repay Program 
is designed to help ad-
dress the critical shortage 
of health care profession-
als in the Bay State. By 
offering significant finan-
cial relief in the form of 
student loan repayment, 
the program incentivizes 

primary care and behav-
ioral health providers, to 
remain in the field and 
continue their work in 
underserved areas across 
the state. In exchange for 
a service commitment of 
four to five years, eligible 
professionals can receive 
loan repayment awards 
ranging from $12,500 to 
$300,000.

“This is a major invest-
ment in Massachusetts’ 
health care workforce,” 

said Gov. Healey. “By 
helping to reduce stu-
dent debt for our dedi-
cated professionals, we are 
ensuring that we have a 
strong, diverse and skilled 
workforce ready to pro-
vide quality care for Mas-
sachusetts residents.”

“By investing in our 
behavioral health and pri-
mary care providers, we 
are investing in the health 
and well-being of commu-
nities across Massachu-

setts,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “This program 
will help ensure that resi-
dents receive the care they 
need, when they need it, 
and that our incredible 
health care professionals 
can succeed in the field 
they love.”
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

By Bob Katzen

The House Speaker Ron 
Mariano (D-Quincy) said 
the House will not include 
in its budget proposal 
Gov. Healey’s plan to add 
new taxes on prescrip-
tion drugs. Mariano told 
pharmaceutical leaders at 
MassBio’s “State of Pos-
sible” conference that the 
House would drop this tax 
idea that Healey included 

in her $62 billion annual 
budget bill in January. He 
also indicated to reporters 
after his speech that the 
House would likely not 
pursue Healey’s idea to 
apply the state’s sales tax 
to candy.

Healey’s budget sought a 
new tax on prescription 
drug manufacturers for 
excessive price increases. 
The Healey administration 

estimated it could gener-
ate $60 million for the 
state. Her bill would also 
reestablish a pharmacy as-
sessment on prescription 
drugs sold in Massachu-
setts, where pharmacies 
would be charged 6 per-
cent per prescription or 
$2, whichever is less. The 
estimated $145 million 
generated from the new 
charge would have paid 
for the costly MassHealth 

program.

“I’m not a doctor … but 
I subscribe to the Hippo-
cratic Oath,” said Mariano. 
“I do no harm, first. 
That’s why in our House 
budget coming out, we 
won’t include any taxes 
on prescription drugs in 
our budget. That means 
no arbitrary taxes tied to a 
drug’s list price, or on our 
consumers filling prescrip-

tions. We’re concerned 
about competitiveness 
and people residing and 
staying in Massachusetts, 
and adding two dollars to 
a prescription just based 
on the fact that you have 
to have a prescription 
— it was not something 
we wanted to do. It’s the 
wrong message.”

NO NEW TAXES ON PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

By Bob Katzen

The Registry of Motor Ve-
hicles reminds Bay State 
residents that beginning 
on May 7, 2025, people 
traveling by plane domes-
tically or entering certain 
federal facilities will need 

a Registry-issued REAL 
ID-compliant driver’s 
license or ID, or a valid 
passport.

The Registry strongly en-
courages everyone seeking 
a REAL ID-compliant li-
cense or ID card to go on-

line at Mass.Gov/REALID 
to learn what documents 
are needed for a required 
in-person appointment. 
Appointments to upgrade 
to REAL ID are available 
now, and several RMV 
service centers offer Satur-
day appointments. Cus-

tomers who already have a 
compliant credential may 
renew online as long as 
they have not had a name 
change.

“May 7th is almost here, 
and we remind everyone 
to check your wallets and 

make sure you and your 
family members have the 
credentials that you need, 
depending on your travel 
plans,” said Registrar 
of Motor Vehicles Col-
leen Ogilvie. “We want 
to make sure everyone is 
cleared for takeoff. “

REAL ID

By Bob Katzen

“Thank you to #ICE and 
@EROBoston for remov-
ing dangerous #crimi-
nal #illegalaliens off the 
streets of #Massachu-
setts. @MassGovernor 
Healey and Beacon Hill 
Democrats are directly 
responsible for enabling 
these crimes through their 
sanctuary state policies.”

—Rep. Marc Lombardo 
(R-Billerica) via X

“I don’t know what the 

fixation is, to be quite 
honest. We’re a very safe 
state. We’re not a sanctu-
ary state. Local, state and 
federal law enforcement 
continue to work with and 
partner with one another.”
—Gov. Maura Healey on 
Trump Administration 
border czar Tom Homan.

“Restoring the line item 
funding to $35 million 
is crucial to supporting 
Massachusetts residents 
living with HIV and 
preventing new diagnoses. 
This funding ensures con-
tinued access to essential 
services, including HIV/

STI screening, PrEP and 
PEP access, Syringe Ser-
vice Programs and peer 
support for those living 
with the virus.”
—Katie Weixler, Deputy 
director of the Prevention 
Division at Victory Pro-
grams urging lawmakers 
to restore $3 million that 
was cut last year for HIV/
AIDS and Hepatitis C 
testing and prevention.

“We have 19,000 veterans 
on the Cape … and what’s 
important to me is if that 
third spot, maybe we can 
get it closer to the Cape. 
Because, honestly, it’s all 

about taking care of my 
area and making sure — 
you know, our veterans 
have done so much and 
asked for so little. So, I 
think it’s something that’s 
just so poignant and so 
necessary that we bring 
something down towards 
the southern part of 
Mass.”
—Rep. Kip Diggs (D 
Barnstable) on the idea of 
building a third long-term 
care home for veterans, 
in addition to the cur-
rent ones in Holyoke and 
Chelsea.

“We join in solidarity 

with all supporters of free 
speech and immigrant 
rights in denouncing 
federal immigration 
authorities’ detention of 
Remeysa Ozturk, a gradu-
ate student at Tufts and 
a member of SEIU Local 
509. The detention of Ms. 
Ozturk is part of Home-
land Security’s despicable 
effort to stifle speech by 
immigrants who express 
views that Donald Trump 
and his surrogates simply 
don’t like.”
—Dave Foley, President of 
the SEIU MA State Coun-
cil.

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES on Beacon Hill
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Somerville Class of 2025 Invited to Apply for Municipal Scholarship Opportunity
Seven scholarships available to 
Somerville residents currently 
graduating in the Class of 2025

Application Period closes 
March 31, 2025

SOMERVILLE– Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the City of 

Somerville Municipal Scholar-
ship Committee are
reminding Somerville residents 
graduating high school in 2025 
to apply now for seven munici-
pal scholarship opportunities. 
Selected applicants will receive 
$1,000 to help with post-sec-
ondary education expenses.

To qualify for consideration, 
students must be in high 
school, a resident of the City of 
Somerville
at the time the financial aid is 
awarded, and be accepted to 
an accredited post-secondary 
institution.

To apply, students can complete 

a profile and answer three short 
essay questions here:
somervillema.gov/somerville-
municipal-scholarship-2025
or call 311 (617-666-3311) for 
more information.

Obituary
Maciel, Debra – Of 
Somerville, passed away 
suddenly at home on Sat-
urday, March 22, 2025. She 
was 63 years young.

Born and raised in Cam-
bridge, she was the be-
loved daughter of Edgar 

S. Maciel and Leona M. 
(LoveJoy) Maciel. Debra’s 
infectious laugh and love-
able personality will be 
missed.

Devoted sister of Edgar 
Maciel.

All services are private.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Debra Maciel
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174



22                     Tuesday  April 1st, 2025                       The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


