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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 7 Continuded to page 17

Continued to page 13

TRANSGENDER STUDENTS 
AND SCHOOL SPORTS

Honoring Memorial Day in Somerville:Parade 
and Ceremony of Remembrance on May 25

 Letter to the Editor: Newspaper 
Posts Presidential Threat



	 2		   Tuesday  April 11th, 2025           					                      The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Obituary
Barbara J. Synan, of Somerville 
passed away on April 7, 2025. She 
was 85. Born and raised in Somer-
ville, she was the cherished daugh-

ter of the late Patrick and Ellen 
(Hanlon) Whalen. She was the 
beloved wife of 58 years of the late 
James M. Synan. Loving mother 
of James (Colleen) of Leland, NC, 
Denise of Wakefield and Michael 
(Donna) of Lexington.

She was a loving grandmother 
to her 4 grandchildren, Timothy 
(Jessie), Kerry, Christopher and 
Jennifer. She is also survived by 
3 great-grandchildren, Atticus, 
Faith and Daniel. She was the 
devoted sister of John of CT, 

Francis of Groveland and Law-
rence of Somerville and the late 
Patricia Gosine, Helen Haneffant 
and James Whalen. She is also 
survived by many loving nieces, 
nephews and in-laws.

Barbara spent her entire life in 
Somerville and most of it on 
Walnut Rd. She enjoyed many 
lifelong friendships from growing 
up and later returning to Walnut 
Rd, attending St Anne’s gram-
mar school and St. Joseph High 
School. Barbara retired from the 

Somerville School Department 
and had been the secretary at 
the Capuano School for many 
years and had many friendships 
from those years. For the last few 
years Barbara had lived at the 
VNA Senior Living apartments in 
Somerville and greatly enjoyed the 
new friendships with her fellow 
residents as well as the staff who 
created an inclusive and enjoyable 
environment. Her final months 
were spent at the Aberjona Nurs-
ing Center in Winchester and 
Barbara’s family would like to 

thank the staff who showed her 
great kindness and compassion.

Barbara greatly enjoyed family 
gatherings, and often spoke fondly 
of the old multi-generational 
Christmas Eve and Thanksgiving 
Night gatherings. She also greatly 
enjoyed road trips to the casinos, 
and with her beloved husband Jim 
would also scour every mall and 
store looking for a bargain. She 
will be missed by many.

All services were private.

Obituary
Linda M. (Cormier) Hazel – Of 
Somerville, passed away on 
Monday, April 7, 2025, sur-
rounded by her loving family. 
She was 82 years old.

Born in Waltham and raised 
in Somerville, Linda was the 

cherished daughter of the late 
Theodore J. and Elsa E. (Nilson) 
Cormier. Linda’s life was de-
fined by love for her family, for 
her passions, and for the simple 
joys of life.

A lifelong lover of flowers, 
Linda was often found tending 
to her garden, nurturing each 
bloom with care and devotion. 
Her passion for nature was a re-
flection of her nurturing spirit, 
which extended to her beloved 
family. She adored her children 
and grandchildren, and they 
were the center of her world. 
Linda cherished every moment 
spent with them, whether on 
vacations at her summer home 
in Lunenburg or Plum Cove in 
Gloucester.

Linda had a deep connection to 

water. She fondly remembered 
spending countless summer 
days at her friend Ruthie’s pool, 
a memory that stayed with her 
throughout her life. An avid 
lover of adventure, Linda found 
joy in hunting for treasures at 
flea markets and yard sales, 
always on the lookout for that 
next great deal.

In her younger years, Linda 
was an active participant in her 
community and in her faith, 
enjoying many moments of fel-
lowship with her pastor’s family 
during house studies. She at-
tended church at St. Paul Evan-
gelical Church in Somerville 
where she formed many friend-
ships. She also took great pride 
in keeping family traditions 
alive, particularly the beloved 
tradition of making Swedish 

Kroppkakors. The laughter and 
joy shared around the table as 
they prepared the dish were 
always a source of happiness 
for Linda, as she treasured the 
bonds that were strengthened 
through these moments. Linda 
was a long time employee with 
Johnnies Food Master and Stop 
and Shop. Whenever she was 
working people would always 
go in just to see her smiling 
friendly face.

Linda’s memory will live on 
in the hearts of all who knew 
her. She was a kind and loving 
woman whose warmth and 
devotion to her family will be 
deeply missed.

Beloved wife of the late James 
F. Hazel. Devoted mother of 
James Hazel of Somerville, 

Suzanne M. Grady and her 
husband Kevin of Franklin, 
and Jeffrey Hazel of Malden. 
Cherished grandmother of 
Ryan T. Grady and Matthew J. 
Grady. Loving sister of Stephen 
E. Cormier and his wife Arlene 
of Methuen and the late Gary P. 
Cormier. Cherished sister-in-
law of Lawrence Hazel, and the 
late Lorraine Bellhumeur. Also 
survived by many loving nieces, 
nephews and her beloved dog 
Callie.

At the families request all ser-
vices are private.

In lieu of flower’s donations 
may be made in Linda’s name 
to Care Dimension Hospice 
House 125 Lincoln St., Lincoln, 
MA 01773

Somerville/Medford Remembering Linda M. (Cormier) Hazel

Somerville/Medford Remembering Barbara J. Synan

Somerville/Medford Remembering Andree Doricent
Obituary
Andree Doricent – Of 
Somerville, formerly of 
Haiti, passed away on Tues-
day, April 8, 2025. She was 
85 years old.

Born and raised in Haiti, she 

was the beloved daughter of 
the late Lutanor and Leonide 
(Laine) Doricent.

Complete obit to be posted.

A funeral mass will be cel-
ebrated in St. Ann Church, 

399 Medford St., Somerville, 
Ma on Saturday, April 26th 
at 10:00AM. Relatives and 
friends may visit with the 
family prior to mass from 
9:00AM to 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-

spectfully invited to attend.

Services will conclude with 
interment at St. Paul Cem-
etery, Arlington.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Frances R. (Siracusa) Canto
Obituary
Frances R. (Siracusa) Canto 
– Of Tewksbury, formerly of 
Somerville, passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, April 13, 2025. 
She was 91 years old.

Complete obit to be posted.

A funeral procession will 

be held from the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home 855 
Broadway (Powder House 
Sq,) on Tuesday, April 22 at 
9:00AM. Followed by a funeral 
mass celebrated in St. Cath-
erine Church, 179 Summer St., 
Somerille at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-

spectfully invited to attend.

Calling hours will be held 
on Monday, April 21st from 
5:00PM to 8:00PM.

Services will conclude with 
interment at Woodlawn Cem-
etery, Everett.

In lieu of flower’s memorial 
contributions may be made in 
Frances’ name to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital 501 St. 
Jude Place Memphis, TN 38105 
or to Alzheimer’s Association.

LIFE INSURANCE

By Bob Katzen

Senators who purchase a 
health insurance policy 
from the state are also 
required to buy the state’s 
basic $5,000 life insur-

ance policy. The costs 
for employees are based 
on age and whether the 
employee is a smoker or 
non-smoker. They range 
from 4 cents to $2.49 per 
month.

The same 20/80 25/75 for-
mula used for health in-
surance also applies to this 
life insurance. Senators 
also have the option to buy 
additional life insurance 
with a value of up to eight 
times their salary – up to a 

maximum of $1.5 million. 
The entire premium for 
the optional insurance is 
paid by the senator.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Somerville PD Updates
On Wednesday, April 9th 
2025, The Metro Boston 
CIT TTAC completed a 40 
hour, 5 day Crisis Inter-
vention Team (CIT) train-
ing. This training aimed 
at informing response to 
individuals impacted by 
behavioral health.

Led by the Metro Boston 
team, instructors with 
various expertise includ-
ing clinical and tactical 
knowledge are brought 
in to expand participant’s 
insight on topics such 
as Complex Psychiatric 
Conditions, Crisis Nego-
tiation, Addiction, Mood 

Disorders and many more. 
To learn more about 
Metro Boston CIT TTAC 
trainings visit their web-
site at https://www.metro-
bostoncit.org/
Lynn Police Department 
Medford Police Depart-
ment New England Center 
and Home for Veterans 
Reading Massachusetts 
Police Department Stone-
ham Police Department 
U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs

“On Air with Billy Tauro” 
Follow us on Facebook

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Follow us on Facebook

Somerville PD Updates
Somerville Police Officers 
attended the Middlesex 
County Women’s Law 
Enforcement Conference, 
featuring inspiring stories 
of resilience and dedica-
tion.

Officer Ann Carrizales, a 
U.S. Marine Corps veteran 
and former U.S. Women’s 
National Boxing Cham-
pion, shared her powerful 
journey of recovery and 
returning to duty after a 
line-of-duty shooting.

The event also honored 
Massachusetts State 
Trooper Tamar Bucci, 

with her mother, Maral 
Bucci, reflecting on her 
daughter’s legacy and pas-
sion for service.

This event celebrated the 
strength and unity of 
women in law enforce-
ment, values exemplified 
by the dedicated female 
officers of our department.

Photo Caption (L to R): 
Ofc. DaCosta, Sgt. Rich-
ardson, Ofc. Carrizales, 
Ofc. Ribeiro, Ofc. McAlo-
ney, Det. Reece, and Ofc. 
Campers
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Somerville Street Sweeping, Yard Waste Pickup, and Hazardous Waste Drop-off Begin in April

SOMERVILLE– Spring has sprung, 
and with it, essential seasonal ser-
vices for our residents. Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne, the Somer-
ville Parking Department, and the 
Department of Public Works want 
to remind everyone of important 
upcoming services.

Street Sweeping to Resume April 1

Regular street sweeping schedules 
officially resume Tuesday, April 
1, and will continue through 
December
31, 2025. This essential public 
works program not only keeps our 
city cleaner, but reduces the risk of 
flooding and icing due to clogged 
storm drains.

Residents and community mem-
bers can check street signs to know 
when parking is unavailable due to
sweeping. A recurring pattern was 
chosen in order to allow residents 
to plan ahead.

On designated street sweeping 
days, vehicles must be moved from 
the side of the street being swept,
as noted on signs posted on each 
street. For more information 
regarding street sweeping proce-

dures, visit
parksomerville.com or
call 311 (617-666-3311).

The penalty for not complying with 
street sweeping parking regulations 
is a $50 fine. Community members
are encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the street sweeping 
schedule in areas where they park. 
The best way to do this is to read 
the signs on the street when you 
park. To learn more, visit
somervillema.gov/sweeping.

Yard Waste Pickup Begins April 14

Yard waste pickup begins Monday, 
April 14, and runs through Decem-
ber 12. During
collection week, yard waste should 
be put out with your trash and 
recycling on your normal pickup 

day and be in either a paper bag or 
a trash barrel with a “Yard Waste 
Only” sticker. Tree branches should 
be tied into 3ft x 3ft bundles. To 
learn more, visit
somervillema.gov/yardwaste.

Dispose of Household Hazardous 
Waste April Through November

Somerville residents can drop-off 
household hazardous waste on the 
second Saturday
of each month, April through 
November, from 9 a.m. to noon at 
the DPW yard (1 Franey Rd.). Ac-
cepted materials include motor oil, 
aerosol paint, household cleaning 
chemicals, rechargeable batteries, 
and more. Proof of residency is 
required. For more information
and how to prep materials, visit 
somervillema.gov/recylcing.

Sign Up for Reminders

You can use the Somerville Waste 
Wizard below to find out your next 
street sweep, yard waste pickup,
or upcoming household hazardous 
waste drop-off. Sign up to receive 
complimentary street sweeping 
notifications via a method of your 
choice by selecting “Sign Up for 
Reminders” at
somervillema.gov/departments/
sweeping

For street sweeping, please remem-
ber that this is a courtesy service 
that may experience technical
problems; it remains the drivers’ 
responsibility to follow the posted 
signs and move their vehicle on 
time.

The Somerville Dolice Department is looking for a few good men and women
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

TRANSGENDER STUDENTS AND SCHOOL SPORTS
By Bob Katzen

During the debate on the 
surtax, Freshman Rep. John 
Gaskey (R-Carver) proposed 
an amendment that would 
prohibit any public school 
from allowing a biological male 
athlete to participate on a girls’ 
sports team and also prohibit a 
biological female athlete from 
participating on a boys’ sports 
team. Any school found not in 
compliance with this ban would 
forfeit all games which violate 
the ban.

“For too long Massachusetts 

has put girls at risk in sports,” 
said Gaskey. “There have been 
several instances of boys seri-
ously injuring girls on the field 
during matches. This is not a 
transgender issue alone, this is 
protecting children and creat-
ing a system of fair competi-
tion. Boys are stronger, faster 
and more aggressive, and put 
girls, who are more prone to in-
jury (Harvard study), at greater 
risk. Massachusetts is putting 
federal funding at risk by not 
addressing this requirement as 
well.”

The House did not vote on the 

ban itself because Rep. Ken 
Gordon (D-Bedford) offered a 
further amendment that would 
delay the ban from taking place 
until the Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Edu-
cation studies the transgender 
students in school sports issue. 
The House approved the delay 
and essentially killed Gaskey’s 
bill. The vote was conducted on 
a voice vote without a roll call.

Rep. Gordon said that the issue 
is not a simple one but rather a 
complex one, involving issues 
of federal and state law, and 
also is the subject of multiple 

bills that are being considered 
by the Committee on Educa-
tion, including one proposed by 
Gaskey himself. He argued that 
the study and a public hearing 
on the ban should be complete 
before the House votes on it.

In his first speech on the floor 
of the House, Gaskey called 
Gordon’s maneuver “a way to 
bury this and make sure that 
nobody ever gets this on the 
record.”

“We don’t need a study on how 
this is going to affect people,” 
he said. “We already know this 

is going to affect people. We al-
ready know how many students 
are going to be affected — every 
student is going to be affected. 
Every student athlete will play 
on the team they were born to 
play on. That’s what this bill is.”
”
He said his proposed ban 
would bring Massachusetts in 
line with the federal govern-
ment because President Donald 
Trump signed an executive 
order in February prohibit-
ing transgender women and 
girls from competing in female 
sports.

By Bob Katzen

The House 25-125, rejected 
an amendment that would 
reduce funding for the MBTA 
by $50 million (from $818 
million to $768 million) and 
instead give the $50 million to 
cities and towns for roads us-
ing a formula based strictly on 
each municipality’s local road 
mileage. Currently, commu-
nities receive roads funding 
based on their population, 

employment and total road 
miles.

“The amendment would have 
shifted only $50 million – just 
6 percent out of $828 million 
– for the MBTA and reap-
propriate it to Chapter 90 to 
be allocated based on a town’s 
road mileage,” said amend-
ment sponsor Rep. Joe McK-
enna (R-Sutton). “This would 
have shown a strong com-
mitment from the common-

wealth to provide regional 
equity in transportation 
infrastructure in all corners of 
the state, while still infusing a 
massive $743 million dollars 
to the T.”

Rep. James Arciero (D-
Westford) said that adequate 
funding for roads and bridges 
is always important, but it’s 
part of a larger discussion. 
This is a subject that’s better 
suited for examination before 

the public at the commit-
tee level. The Transportation 
Committee will take up this 
very subject tomorrow when 
it hears the governor’s $1.5 
billion proposal for the Chap-
ter 90 program. The commit-
tee looks forward to hearing 
from legislators, stakeholders 
and municipal leaders across 
the state as we examine the 
governor’s proposal.

(A “Yes” vote is for $50 mil-

lion for cities and towns. A 
“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No Rep. 
Mike Connolly No Rep. Paul 
Donato No Rep. Erika Uyter-
hoeven No

50 MILLION TO CITIES AND TOWNS FOR LOCAL ROADS (H 4005)

CONTRIBUTE VIA A MASSACHUSETTS TAX RETURN 
TO COUNTRIES COPING WITH GLOBAL WARMING (S 1922)

By Bob Katzen
The Revenue Committee 
held a hearing on a measure 
that would give Massachu-
setts residents the option, on 
their Massachusetts income 
tax form, to contribute to 
a special United Nations 
Fund — the Least Developed 
Countries Fund — to help 
developing countries cope 
with the effects of global 
warming.

Supporters say the state 
income tax form currently 
features six “tax check-off ” 

options that give residents 
the option, when filing their 
state income tax return, to 
contribute all or part of their 
tax refund to various causes.

Sen. Mike Barrett (D-
Lexington), the sponsor of 
the bill, did not respond to 
repeated requests by Beacon 
Hill Roll Call to explain why 
he filed the bill.

“Sen. Barrett’s idea is incred-
ibly silly and just shows how 
out of touch some lawmak-
ers become when they get 

elected,” said Paul Craney, 
executive director of the 
Massachusetts Fiscal Al-
liance. “As ratepayers see 
their utility and energy bills 
increase by 30 to 50 percent 
to fund climate mandates 
passed by the Legislature, 
the senator wants to send 
more money to the climate 
causes.”

PUBLIC HEARINGS ON 
TAX HIKES AND NEW 
TAXES (S 2057) – Another 
bill heard by the Judiciary 
Committee would require 

the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Ways and Means 
to hold at the least three 
public hearings in Boston, 
Worcester and Springfield 
on any legislation referred 
to them that would increase 
or expand any existing taxes 
or fees or establish any new 
taxes or fees. Each hearing 
would require at least four-
teen days’ notice to ensure 
that the public has sufficient 
time to prepare.

“I am sponsoring this bill 
because transparency of 

where taxpayer dollars are 
going between the Legisla-
ture and the public are of the 
utmost importance current-
ly,” said sponsor Sen. Patrick 
O’Connor (R-Weymouth). 
“The sense of trust and 
understanding between law-
makers and taxpayers sought 
by this legislation is only 
possible through thoughtful 
action to include everyone 
in the legislative process.”
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Another great night for our 
members of the Somerville Fire 
Department who were pro-
moted at tonight’s City Council 
meeting!

Congratulations to Captain Eric 
Saulnier, Lieutenant Mark Wall, 
Lieutenant Pat Barry, Lieuten-
ant Joe Laudano, Lieutenant 
Troy Saulnier, and Lieutenant 
Eric Collins! All of your hard 
work has finally paid off.

Somerville Fire Department Promotions

Apply now via CitizenServe

SOMERVILLE— Block party season 
is back, and now it’s easier than ever to 
plan for them. The City of Somerville 
has rolled
out a simplified Block Party applica-
tion process. making it simple to bring 
neighbors together for a fun-filled street 
celebration.

Now available through CitizenServe, 
the block party application process has 
been redesigned for faster review and 
approval.

“Block parties are a beloved tradition 
in Somerville, bringing our community 
together to soak up the outdoors, meet 
neighbors,
and create a sense of belonging,” said 
Mayor Ballantyne. “Thank you to our 

City staff for their swift work to enhance 
opportunities to connect.”

Plan Your Block Party

To get started, you’ll need:

A completed online application form.

A description of the proposed event, 
including date, time, and location.

Approval from all neighbors affected by 
the street closure (if applicable).

Payment of any necessary fees (if ap-
plicable).

The City encourages all residents to 
take advantage of this new, streamlined 
process and invites everyone to continue 
fostering

the vibrant, tight-knit community 
Somerville is known for.

For more information or to apply to host 
a block party, visit
somervillema.gov/blockparty.

Somerville Streamlines Block Party Permits for Summer Fun
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BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Dear Billy T and 
Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup 
Line,

Speaking of parking, 
check this out. My 
parents owned a 4 
family in Somerville 
for a long time and 

look what the city of 
Somerville did the last 
year my parents were 
living there. Added a 
stupid hike lane!
-Anonymous

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:heck

Somerville/Medford Remembering Grace Mckenna Schwartz
Obituary
Grace Mckenna Schwartz, 
born on April 20, 1929, in 
Boston, passed away on 
December 17, 2024. She 
grew up in Somerville, 
MA, and graduated from 
Somerville High in 1947. 
In her youth, Grace was 
a talented dancer, per-
forming at various events 

throughout New England, 
from the Boston Opera 
House to Jacob’s Pillow. 
Later, she shared her pas-
sion for dance by teaching 
at the Studio of Kathrine 
Dixon and was a longtime 
member of the Dance 
Teachers Club of Boston.

In the 1960s, Grace 

moved to Northern Vir-
ginia, where she raised 
her family. Her love for 
dance never waned, and 
she was always eager to 
give a lesson in ballroom 
or ballet. At the age of 93, 
she relocated to Florida, 
where she continued to 
teach exercise and ball-
room classes in her retire-

ment community until her 
passing.

Grace touched many lives 
with her kindness and 
passion for dance. She will 
be fondly remembered 
as ‘Amazing Grace’ by all 
who knew her. Services 
will be private.
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Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps & 
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing, 
Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, 

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, 
Foundation Repair, Chimney 
Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, 
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 

Replacement

Full remodel interior work carried 
out!

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspections 

also $50 special on gutter cleaning”

LICENSE #213124

City of Somerville Accepting Applications for New, Consolidated

Affordable Housing Waitlist

Starting Thursday April 3, fami-
lies and individuals can apply 
for hundreds of available
and affordable units with one 
rental application

SOMERVILLE, MA – Start-
ing Thursday April 3, 2025, the 
City of Somerville will begin 

accepting applications for its 
new ‘Consolidated Waitlist for 
Inclusionary Housing,’ allow-
ing families and individuals to 
apply for hundreds of available 
rental units with one

application for the first time.

“This initiative is part of our 
city’s commitment to increas-
ing the availability of affordable 
housing for those who need it 
most,” said Somerville Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne.
“The newly consolidated afford-
able housing waitlist is designed 
to reduce the complexity of the 
application process and provide 
greater access for all families 
and individuals.”

Applications will be available 
through the new web portal:

SomervilleWaitlist.org

Key Features of the New Ap-
plication:

·
Unified Waitlist: Applicants
will now be able to apply for 
multiple housing opportunities 
through a single application, 
saving time and effort.

·
Simplified Process: The new
system helps to ensure that 
applicants are considered for 
all available options. Applicants 
can check their status online 
anytime.

·
Increased Accessibility:
The streamlined process 
ensures that a wider range of 

Somerville residents will have 
the chance to benefit. It also al-
lows the city to prioritize urgent 
housing needs.

The City of Somerville works 
with private and nonprofit de-
velopers to create below-market 
rate housing opportunities for 
renters and homebuyers. Hun-
dreds of current and
future units will be available 
through the consolidated wait-
list over the coming years.

Starting April 3, residents can 
apply online via
SomervilleWaitlist.org,
or in person at City Hall Annex, 
50 Evergreen Ave. Application 
assistance will also be available 
at Somerville Public Library 
branches.

Residents must meet certain in-
come restrictions to be eligible 
and placed into a waitlist for the 
units. The application deadline 
for the current stock of units 
will be
May 30, with a lottery held on 
June 9. Once selected, appli-
cants will be contacted with an 
opportunity to tour available 
units. Priority can be given to 
those in emergency situations.

To help residents better un-
derstand how the new system 
works, the city hosted a series 
of informational sessions over 
the month of March. Informa-
tion from those sessions
remains available online and in 
multiple languages at: somervil-
lema.gov/inclusionary

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Community encouraged 
to sign up as parade par-
ticipants and volunteers

SOMERVILLE–
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 
and the Somerville De-

partment of Veterans’ Ser-
vices are announcing that 
Somerville’s Memorial
Day parade will be held 
on Sunday, May 25.

The parade will step off 
at 11 a.m. from Davis 
Square, proceeding west 
on Holland Street through 
Teele Square and onto 
Broadway,
ending at the Veterans 
Cemetery between Ale-
wife Brook Parkway and 
North Street. This year’s 

Grand Marshal is Somer-
ville resident and Medal of 
Honor recipient Thomas 
G. Kelley.

The City’s annual remem-
brance ceremony will 
immediately follow at the 
Somerville Veterans’ Me-
morial Cemetery to honor 
those
who have made the ul-
timate sacrifice while in 
service to our country. 
The ceremony will feature 
remarks by Mayor Bal-
lantyne and Director of 

Veterans’ Services Jerome 
Thomas.

Sign Up to Join the Parade 
or Volunteer

Somerville community 
groups, organizations, 
and local businesses are 
encouraged to participate 
and march along with 
local
Veterans and first re-
sponders, as well as vol-
unteers to help the parade 
run smoothly.

To sign up to participate, 
or volunteer, please com-
plete a brief form at
somervillema.gov/memo-
rialday
or call 617-625-6600 x 
4700. The deadline to 
register as a parade par-
ticipant is Friday, May 2.

Please contact the Somer-
ville Department of Veter-
ans’ Services at
veterans@somervillema.
gov
or call 617-625-6600 x 
4700 with questions.

Honoring Memorial Day in Somerville: Parade and Ceremony of Remembrance on May 25

SOMERVILLE– The Somer-
ville Arts Council is excited to 
announce PorchFest 2025, the 
citywide live music event, is 
returning on Saturday, May 10, 
from 12 to 6 p.m. (rain date: 
Sunday, May 11).

To ensure a safe, enjoyable, and 
well-organized experience for 
all, this year’s event will fea-
ture new safety measures and 
structural updates designed to 
enhance the day for both per-
formers and residents. All infor-
mation is available on somervil-
leartscouncil.org/porchfest

Key Updates & Changes for 
2025:

Application Process & Deadline:
Deadline to submit an applica-
tion is Thursday, April 10, at 
11:59 p.m.
Applying does not guarantee 
participation.

Event Map to Be Issued Early:
A map of the bands and their 
locations will be available several 
weeks before the event to make 
it easier for residents, businesses, 
and participants to plan ahead.

Street Limitations:
Streets and locations identified 

by the Somerville Fire and En-
gineering Departments as being 
part of a key safety route will not 
be able to host performances.
These safety routes have been 
identified to ensure safe pedes-
trian and traffic flow as well as 
emergency vehicle travel.
Residents on safety routes are 
encouraged to partner with 
neighbors on a nearby desig-
nated street.

Block Party Submissions:
Block parties must also apply 
through Citizen Serve to request 
a block party permit.
Applications will be open March 
10 – April 10 and will be re-
viewed based on the street safety 
restrictions noted above.

Emergency Management Plan:
The Mayor’s Office has convened 
an Emergency Management 
Team to oversee a central com-
mand station on Porchfest.
This team includes the Police 
Chief, Fire Chief, DPW, Emer-
gency Management Department, 
and Arts Council.

Ambassador Volunteer Program:
Volunteers will be stationed 
throughout event zones to assist 
visitors, direct people to porta-
potty locations, monitor safety, 

and serve as points of contact.

Official PorchFest Badges:
Approved porches will receive 
an official PorchFest badge that 
must be displayed on the day of 
the event. Ambassadors will help 
ensure compliance.

Additional Information:

Schedule:
Performances will take place in 
three two-hour zones across the 
city:
West of Willow Street: 12–2 p.m.
Willow to Central Street: 2–4 
p.m.
East of Central Street: 4–6 p.m.

Event Guidelines & Rules:
To keep PorchFest safe and 
enjoyable for all, please follow 
these rules:
Be respectful of porch hosts, 
neighbors, and residents—do 
not loiter on non-PorchFest 
properties
Public alcohol consumption is 
prohibited
Use public transportation to 
reduce traffic and parking con-
gestion
Stay on sidewalks to allow cars 
to pass safely
Use designated porta-potties
Tip the bands (cash or digital) to 

support local musicians

The updates to Porchfest’s safety 
and organization were shaped 
with help from the Porchfest 
Committee, composed of five 
members of the Somerville 
community including a business 
owner, a resident, a musician, 
a Department of Public Works 
representative, and a member of 
the Arts Council staff.

“PorchFest is one of Somer-
ville’s most popular events, and 
to keep it going strong, we’ve 
made some important safety and 
sustainability updates,” said SAC 
Director Gregory Jenkins. “We’re 
limiting performances on key 
emergency routes and refining 
the application process to ensure 
the event stays safe and accessi-
ble for everyone. These changes 
will help PorchFest thrive for 
years to come, and we need the 
community’s support to make it 
happen. I also want to thank the 
PorchFest Committee for their 
help creating these recommen-
dations, and everyone who helps 
bring this amazing event to life.”

History of Porchfest
In 2011, the Somerville Arts 
Council launched PorchFest, 
a citywide community music 

event that invites residents to 
celebrate local musicians by 
hosting mini-concerts on their 
porches and stoops, or drive-
ways and yards. Think of it like 
Somerville Open Studios, but for 
musicians. Rather than a tradi-
tional festival, PorchFest brings 
neighbors together to share and 
enjoy live music ringing out 
from porches across the city.

Somerville PorchFest 2025: Important Safety & Event Updates
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Legal Ad Notice
THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2025-53 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Parking” is amended with the addition of the
following locations: 14 Bond St, 11 Perry St.

PROMULGATED: MARCH 13, 2025
ADVERTISED: MARCH 25, 2025
APRIL 1, 2025
APRIL 8, 2025
EFFECTIVE: APRIL 16, 2025
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 3/25/25 , 4/0/25 , 4/08/25
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Local Youth Can Apply for 
Summer Jobs at More Than 
20 City Departments Now 
Through Wednesday, April 30

SOMERVILLE– The City of 
Somerville is now accept-
ing applications for the 2025 

Mayor’s Summer Jobs Program, 
a six-week paid career readiness 
initiative for Somerville youth 
ages 14 through the summer of 
high school graduation.

This program offers teens the 
chance to explore potential 
career paths, build workplace 
and interpersonal skills, and 
connect with their community. 
Participants will work up to 
20 hours per week from July 7 
through August 15 in a variety 
of roles across more than 20 
City departments and local 
organizations.

“Our young people are talented, 
capable, and full of potential,” 

said Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. 
“This program gives them the 
tools to step confidently into 
the workforce while making a 
real impact right here in their 
community. I can’t wait to wel-
come this summer’s new class 
of changemakers.”

Work opportunities are avail-
able with the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, Somerville 
Public Schools, the Department 
of Public Works, Library, Police 
and Fire Departments, De-
partment of Racial and Social 
Justice, and more. A limited 
number of placements are 
also available with non-profit 
and private-sector partners 

throughout the city.

The City is accepting applica-
tions now through April 30, 
2025. Interested applicants 
should complete the online ap-
plication.

After submitting the form, ap-
plicants will receive a confirma-
tion email that their application 
has been received.

For questions, please contact 
summerjobs@somervillema.
gov.

About the Mayor’s Jobs Pro-
grams
In addition to the summer 

program, the Mayor’s School 
Year Jobs Program supports 
teens with a mix of project-
based work and weekly profes-
sional development. During the 
school year, participants take 
part in two hours of job-read-
iness workshops and complete 
six hours of work weekly within 
City departments.

Both programs aim to equip 
young people with the tools, 
experiences, and confidence to 
thrive in future academic and 
career endeavors.

Applications Now Open for the Somerville Mayor’s Summer Jobs Program

The City of Somerville 
has installed the na-
tion’s first outdoor dual 
sharps disposal kiosk at 
Seven Hills Park, behind 
the Davis Square MBTA 
station. This innovative 
installation supports the 

City’s harm reduction 
and public safety goals by 
offering a discreet way to 
safely dispose of sharps 
that is accessible by foot, 
bike, and car.

Unlike traditional indoor 
drop boxes, the kiosk can 
accommodate both sealed 
containers and individual 
sharps. More outdoor 
kiosks are planned near 
the East and West Branch 
Libraries.

Somerville Installs Nation’s First Outdoor Dual Sharps Disposal Kiosk
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log
Assault
25016391: On 3/26/25 at ap-
proximately 5:01 PM, Somer-
ville Police took a report from 
a female who stated she was 
taking care of an elderly male at 
her workplace and was struck 
with a cane by the male.

Arrest
25017160: On 3/30/25 at ap-
proximately 6:33 PM, Somer-
ville Police responded to 
Beacon St for report of a fight. 
Upon arrival, officers spoke 

with the victim who stated he 
got into an altercation with an 
employee at a nearby business. 
During the altercation, the 
suspect brandished a knife and 
held it to the victim’s throat. 
Officers located the suspect and 
he was placed under arrest.

Residential Breaking and Enter-
ing
25018681: On 4/7/25 at ap-
proximately 10:26 PM, officers 
responded to a residence on 
Dimick St for a past breaking 

and entering. Upon arrival, offi-
cers spoke with the victim who 
stated she was on vacation and 
when she returned, she noticed 
numerous items were stolen.

Other Crimes:
• 2 MV Thefts
• 11 Car Breaks
• 2 Bike Thefts
• 1 Vandalism
• 1 Package Theft

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE HEARING
By Bob Katzen

The Judiciary Committee held a 
hearing on several bills including 
these three:

EMINENT DOMAIN (H 67) 
– This proposed constitutional 
amendment would prohibit private 
property from being taken by the 
government for private commercial 
enterprise, economic development 
or any other private use without the 
consent of the owner.

“The right to own property is a 

basic principle of the common-
wealth and it is one that I feel 
should be protected,” said sponsor 
Rep. Brad Jones (R-North Reading). 
“I filed this proposed amendment 
in response to the Supreme Court’s 
actions in Kelo v. New London, 
where a majority of the justices 
ruled against private property hold-
ers and determined that the New 
London Development Commission 
could take private properties for the 
purpose of economic development. 
This is a blatant overreach of gov-
ernment power, and this amend-
ment is an attempt to correct that 

and protect private property owners 
in Massachusetts.”

PROHIBIT GAMBLING ON PO-
LITICAL OUTCOMES (S 1237) – 
This measure would make it illegal 
to wager on “political outcomes” 
including elections for public office 
within the state, appointments to 
public office, the passage, amending 
or failure of legislative measures 
and any other official decision-
making processes conducted by 
political bodies within the state.

Supporters said that these plat-

forms and wagering participation 
are problematic on many grounds, 
specifically misinterpreting politi-
cal outcomes. They are commonly 
mistaken as indicators for who is 
winning an election when that is 
not the case.

“Since online gambling was legal-
ized in Massachusetts, political wa-
gering has significantly increased, 
with billions of dollars generated,” 
said sponsor Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow). “In the 2024 presi-
dential election, over $3.2 billion in 
wagers related were placed on one 

platform alone. I filed this legisla-
tion to ensure stronger safeguards 
for our election processes and their 
accuracy. The bill is rooted in pre-
serving the integrity of democratic 
processes by prohibiting wagering 
on elections or legislative outcomes, 
preventing the commodification of 
our democratic processes.”
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

By William Tauro

Your thoughts? I would con-
sider this more of a threat to 
the President of the United 
States than anything!￼

Shame on the Melrose Week-
ly News for allowing this 
lunatic to put this monstros-
ity in their news paper as a 
letter to the editor! I put 

some funky stuff in my paper 
as well, but not something 
with stupidity like this luna-
tic liberal propaganda. I have 
just forwarded a copy of this 
to the Feds and let them have 
a field day with it and hope-
fully they deport this person 
and/or lock his sorry ass up!
￼￼￼

“Open letter to

President Donald Trump

Dear sir:

This is to inform you that 
I have taken the following 
oath:
I, George Allen Swartz, 
citizen of the United States 
of America, do solemnly 
swear to support and defend 
our Constitution from all 
enemies, both foreign and 
domestic, in order to guar-
antee freedom, equality, and 
justice for all.

“Our system of government 
rests on the expectation that 
those in power will faithfully 
uphold and execute the law. 
That is the oath the presi-
dent takes, and it is a core 
value underpinning gov-
ernment service. Once that 
principle is abandoned, de 
mocracy and the rule of law 

are doomed.” (Marc Elias, 
Democracy Docket)

You are repeatedly ignor-
ing the rule of law, and 
violating the Con-stitution, 
particularly section 3 of 
the 14th Amendment, “No 
person shall be a Senator or 
Representative in Congress, 
or elector of President and 
Vice-President, or hold 
any office, civil or military, 
under the United States, or 
under any State, who, having 
previously taken an oath, as 
a member of Congress, or 
as an officer of the United 
States, or as a member of 
any State legislature, or as an 
executive or judicial officer 
of any State, to support the 
Constitution of the United 
States, shall have engaged 
in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given 
aid or comfort to the en-
emies thereof. But Congress 

may by a vote of two-thirds 
of each House, remove such 
disability.’

Therefore, I am ordering 
you, our duly elected Presi-
dent, to cease and desist your 
efforts to overthrow our 
democracy. This is a govern-
ment of the people, by the 
people, for the people and we 
the people will have our way, 
come Hell or high water. If 
Congress and the courts do 
not stop you, we will.

Respectfully,
Allen Swartz”

Letter to the Editor: Newspaper Posts Presidential Threat
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

By Bob Katzen

The Registry of Motor Ve-
hicles reminds Bay State 
residents that beginning 
on May 7, 2025, people 
traveling by plane domes-
tically or entering certain 
federal facilities will need 

a Registry-issued REAL 
ID-compliant driver’s 
license or ID, or a valid 
passport.

The Registry strongly en-
courages everyone seeking 
a REAL ID-compliant li-
cense or ID card to go on-

line at Mass.Gov/REALID 
to learn what documents 
are needed for a required 
in-person appointment. 
Appointments to upgrade 
to REAL ID are available 
now, and several RMV 
service centers offer Satur-
day appointments. Cus-

tomers who already have a 
compliant credential may 
renew online as long as 
they have not had a name 
change.

“May 7th is almost here, 
and we remind everyone 
to check your wallets and 

make sure you and your 
family members have the 
credentials that you need, 
depending on your travel 
plans,” said Registrar 
of Motor Vehicles Col-
leen Ogilvie. “We want 
to make sure everyone is 
cleared for takeoff. “

REAL ID

SOMERVILLE – Small busi-
nesses face many challenges, 
which is why roughly one out 
of five businesses fail in the 
first year, and about half close 
in the first five years nation-
ally, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

But as part of overall efforts 
to combat displacement of 
residents, artists, and lo-
cal businesses, the City of 
Somerville just unveiled a 
new tool to help its small 
businesses improve their 

odds.

The City, in collaboration 
with the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC), 
has released a new Com-
mercial Leasing Handbook. 
It includes vital tips to help 
small business owners secure 
favorable leases, which can 
mean the difference between 
rent and conditions they can 
afford or costs that make it 
harder to survive. The hand-
book takes owners through 
a range of steps to navigate 
the complex world of com-
mercial leasing. The goal is to 
build long-term stability for 
businesses, their employees, 
and the City in a challenging 
real estate environment.

The Handbook is a major 
deliverable from the City’s 
Small Business Anti-Dis-
placement Taskforce and 
was shaped by the voices and 

lived experience of 20 Somer-
ville small business owners, 
legal experts, and advocacy 
organizations. Their real-
world knowledge is captured 
in practical, clear guidance to 
help entrepreneurs negotiate 
favorable leases, understand 
their rights, and avoid com-
mon pitfalls.

“This handbook is a real, tan-
gible tool for our small busi-
ness community,” said Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne. “We 
heard from business owners 
who were being pushed out 
or struggling to grow because 
of unfair or confusing lease 
terms. This Handbook is one 
way we’re giving our entre-
preneurs the knowledge and 
power they need to succeed. 
And when our businesses 
succeed, our community suc-
ceeds: we get jobs, services, 
vibrant business districts, 
and tax revenues that fund 

the services and programs we 
deserve and need.”

The Handbook includes legal 
basics, negotiation tips, per-
mitting guidance, and advice 
from other business owners. 
It is translated into multiple 
languages commonly spoken 
by Somerville’s small business 
community.

To celebrate the launch and 
walk through how the Hand-
book was created, a virtual 
event will be held on Thurs-
day, April 10. A recording of 
the event will also be avail-
able online.

Event Details
Date: Thursday, April 10, 
2025
Time: 5-6p.m.
Zoom Link: us06web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/zZm-
FEk40Qv2IDgPjwR3nug#/
registration

“We really want to thank all 
the business owners who 
shared their insights and 
first-hand experiences for 
the Handbook. This kind of 
knowledge transfer can really 
help give newcomers the 
best possible strategies for 
making sure their leases help 
set them up for success here,” 
said Somerville Director 
of Economic Development 
Rachel Nadkarni. “We are 
lucky in Somerville to not 
just have engaged residents, 
but to have such a truly 
community-minded business 
community as well.”

To download the Handbook 
or request a printed copy, 
visit somervillema.gov/com-
mercialleasinghandbook.

Somerville Delivers on Anti-Displacement Task Force Recommendation: 
City Launching Guide to Help Small Businesses Secure Favorable Leases
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

$1.3 BILLION FOR TRANSPORTATION 

By Bob Katzen

The House 140-14, approved and sent 
to the Senate a $1.3 billion supplemen-
tal budget that uses funds generated 
from the recent surtax imposed on 
taxpayers’ earnings of more than $1 
million annually, to fund $353 million 
for education-related projects and $828 
million for transportation-related ones. 
It also includes non-surtax spending 
that pushes the combined bottom line 
to roughly $1.3 billion.

The surtax was created by voters in 
November 2022 when they voted for a 
constitutional amendment that allows 
a graduated income tax in Massa-
chusetts and imposes an additional 4 
percent income tax, in addition to the 
flat 5 percent one, on taxpayers’ earn-
ings of more than $1 million annually. 
Language in the constitutional amend-
ment requires that “subject to appro-
priation, the revenue will go to fund 
quality public education, affordable 
public colleges and universities, and for 
the repair and maintenance of roads, 
bridges and public transportation.”

A total of $818 million of the $828 
million for transportation will be used 
for various MBTA projects while $10 
million will fund unpaved roads.

The $353 million for education in-
cludes $190 million for Circuit Breaker 

reimbursements, which provide 
financial assistance to public school 
districts to offset the cost of delivering 
high-cost special education services 
to students; $50 million for capital 
improvements at vocational schools; 
$40 million for early education and 
care workforce; $10 million for univer-
sal school meals for all public-school 
students; and $10 million for Green 
SchoolWorks to decarbonize and 
increase efficiency in schools through 
green energy projects.

“Ensuring that every Massachusetts 
resident has access to a safe and reliable 
public transportation system, and that 
every student in the commonwealth 
receives a high-quality education, are 
two of the most fundamental responsi-
bilities that we have as elected officials,” 
said House Speaker Ron Mariano 
(D-Quincy). “The investments being 
made in this supplemental budget are 
representative of the House’s continued 
focus on meeting those responsibilities 
and were made possible as a result of 
years of fiscally responsible, consensus 
driven budgeting.”

“The use of these one-time surplus of 
funds are a unique opportunity for 
us to better strengthen the common-
wealth in numerous ways,” said Rep. 
Aaron Michlewitz (D-Boston), chair 
of the House Committee on Ways and 
Means. “By further improving our edu-

cational and transportation sectors, we 
will build off the work we have done 
in the last several budget cycles with a 
judicious use of the Fair Share funds.”

“[The] session was dominated by votes 
that favored pork barrel spending and 
neglected support for cities and towns 
in transportation and education,” said 
Rep. Marc Lombardo (R-Billerica) who 
voted against the package. “Instead of 
allocating critical funding for roads 
and bridges to benefit all communities, 
the bill was filled with pork spending 
for House leadership. Moreover, 
instead of fully funding special educa-
tion costs that are straining municipal 
budgets, we allocated hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to the MBTA. Overall, 
the bill failed to provide comprehen-
sive financial support to communities 
across the commonwealth. Beacon Hill 
needs to do better.”

“While the education piece was strong, 
the transportation piece was not,” said 
Rep. Joe McKenna (R-Webster). “The 
stark disparity in funding between the 
MBTA getting nearly the entirety of 
funding while the 277 cities and towns 
without direct MBTA access were ef-
fectively left out, was too large a gap to 
support the bill.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” vote 
is against it.)

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 04/11/25
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


