
VOL.1 NO.329-34                                            SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD MASS.                              Tuesday March 4th, 2025                 

Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 19 Continuded to page 5

Continued to page 7

Middlesex District Attorney’s 
Office Investigating Three 

Shootings Within 12 Hours

$425 MILLION FOR EMERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE (EA) SHELTER SYSTEM (H 61)

Somerville Police 
Department Seeking 

Public’s Help in Identifying 
Shooting Suspects
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Paul R. Andrews, 81, of 
Woburn, MA, passed 
away on Saturday, March 
1st, following a long battle 
with Alzheimer’s disease.

Born in Cambridge, Paul 
was the son of the late 
Anthony and Dorothy 
(Keefe) Andrews. He 
graduated high school and 
went on to serve in the 
U.S. Army, where he was 
awarded the Purple Heart 
for his service. His dedica-

tion to his country was a 
point of pride throughout 
his life.

After his service, Paul got 
his bachelor’s degree from 
UMass Boston. He went 
on to become the director 
of the laundry department 
at Youville hospital in 
Cambridge.

He was known for his love 
of working with his hands. 
When he wasn’t work-
ing, Paul could often be 
found tending to his yard, 
which he meticulously 
maintained, or lending a 
helping hand to friends 
and family with home re-
pairs. His knack for fixing 
anything earned him the 
affectionate title of “Mr. 
Fix-It.”

Paul was also an avid fam-
ily man, and his greatest 
joy came from spending 
time with his loved ones, 
especially his grandchil-
dren. He treasured every 
moment with them and 
was deeply involved in 
their lives.

A proud member of the 
George Dilboy Post, Paul 
was a man of service and 
community. His kind-
ness, work ethic, and love 
for family will always be 
remembered.

Beloved husband of 45 
years to Constance “Con-
nie” (Dempsey) Andrews. 
Devoted father of Beverly 
DeFlumeri and her hus-
band Edward of Billerica, 
and Colleen Collins and 
her husband Kevin of 

Billerica. Cherished 
grandfather of Nicho-
las DeFlumeri, Brianna 
DeFlumeri and Ayla Ray. 
Dear brother of Herbert 
Andrews and Katherine 
Andrews and the late 
Richard Andrews, Doro-
thea Payzant, Anthony 
Andrews and Daniel 
Andrews. Also survived 
by many loving cousins, 
nieces and nephews. As 
well as his best friend of 
over 55 years, Thomas 
Barry and Ayla’s father, 
Jeremy Ray.

A funeral procession will 
be held from the George 
L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville, 
on Thursday, March 6th 
at 9:00AM. Followed by 
a funeral mass celebrated 

in St. Joseph Church, 264 
Washington St., Somer-
ville at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

Calling Hours will be held 
Wednesday from 4:00PM 
to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude 
with burial at Mt. Auburn 
Cemetery, Cambridge.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions may be 
made in Paul’s name to 
VA Bedford Healthcare 
System CDCE (135) 200 
Springs Road Bedford, 
Mass 01730

Obituary
John T. Connelly, affec-
tionately known as JC, of 
Somerville, passed away 
peacefully at Lahey Hos-
pital in Burlington on 
February 25, 2025, at the 
age of 75.

Born in Boston and raised 
in Somerville, John was 
the beloved son of the 
late William F. and Rita 
(O’Sullivan) Connelly. 
A proud graduate of St. 
Clement High School, 
John spent his life-giving 
back to the community he 
loved.

John dedicated many 
years to public service, 
first as a member of the 
Somerville Auxiliary Fire 
Department, where he 
worked his way up to the 
rank of Deputy Chief. His 
commitment to protecting 

others didn’t stop there. 
John continued his career 
in public safety, serving as 
a Massachusetts State Fire-
fighter at Cushing Hospi-
tal. His dedication to the 
facility was unwavering, 
and he remained a de-
voted member of the team 
until the hospital closed. 
During his time there, he 
was the Union President 
and an active member of 
the Massachusetts Retirees 
Association.

Beyond his work, John 
was known for his light-
hearted spirit and his 

love for his family. As the 
fun and loving uncle, he 
would spoil his nieces 
with trips to McDon-
ald’s and teach them to 
eat their vegetables by 
playfully shooting them 
into the air. If he wasn’t 
at home with his family, 
John could often be found 
cruising around Somer-
ville in his beloved Crown 
Victoria.

Devoted brother of Wil-
liam Connelly of Somer-
ville, Lawrence Connelly 
of Malden and William 
Connelly of Somerville. 

Cherished uncle of Steph-
anie Connelly of Nashua, 
NH, Jennifer Stewart and 
her husband Brian of 
Framingham, Kathleen 
Ohlson and her husband 
David of West Chester-
field, NH and Sarah Black-
wood and her husband 
Will of Medford. Dear 
brother-in-law of Cath-
erine Connelly of Nashua, 
NH and Mary Connelly 
of Medford. Also lovingly 
survived by many loving 
friends and extended fam-
ily members.

Services to be announced.

Somerville/Medford Remembering John T. Connelly

Somerville/Medford Remembering Paul R. Andrews

Somerville/Medford Remembering Albert W. Piacentini

Obituary

Albert W. Piacentini- 
Of Revere, formerly of 
Somerville, passed away 
at home peacefully with 
family surrounding him 
on Saturday, March 1, 
2025, at the age of 67. 
Born and raised in Somer-
ville, he was the beloved 
son of the late Alfred Pia-
centini and Carol (Rego) 
Hayden

Albert worked for the City 
of Somerville’s Depart-
ment of Public Works, 

where he worked as a 
heavy equipment operator.

Albert cherished his role 
as a grandfather. His 
grandchildren brought 
immense joy to his life, 
and he treasured every 
moment spent with them. 
A true sports fan, Albert 
followed his beloved Bos-
ton teams, always rooting 
for the Red Sox and the 
Patriots.

Beloved husband of 46 

years to MaryAnn (Calic-
chio) Piacentini.

Devoted father of Chris-
topher Piacentini and his 
fiancé Natalie Holtgrefe 
of North Billerica, Derek 
Piacentini of Revere and 
Jacquelyn Morin and 
her husband Matthew of 
Lynn.

Cherished grandfather 
of Benjamin, Brianne, 
Brooke, Aria, Sebastian, 
Julian, Teresa and Joshua

Dear brother of Patricia 
Suazo and her husband 
Omar of Winthrop, and 
Barbara Watson Pales-
tine, TX. Also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.

Services are private
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log

Shots Fired
25010429: On 2/25/25 
at approximately 12:05 
AM, Somerville Police 
responded to the area of 
Broadway and Alewife 
Brook Parkway for a 
report of shots fired. On 
scene, officers recovered 
several shell casings. 

Investigation is ongoing at 
this time.

Assault
25010085: On 2/23/25 
at approximately 2:01 
AM, Somerville Police 
responded to Nashua St 
for report of an assault. 
Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the victim who 
stated he was at a busi-
ness on Broadway and 
was punched in the face 
by a bouncer. The victim 
suffered injuries to his eye 

and nose.

Residential Breaking and 
Entering
25009680: On 2/21/25 at 
approximately 1:25 AM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to a residence on 
Paulina St for report of a 
past breaking and enter-
ing. Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the residents 
who stated they left the 
apartment to watch a 
hockey game and when 
they returned, observed 
the apartment in disar-
ray. Nothing was reported 
missing.

Residential Breaking and 

Entering
25010202: On 2/23/25 
at approximately 7:48 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to a residence 
on Walnut St for report of 
a breaking and entering 
in progress. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the 
victim who stated he was 
in his room and heard 
his dog barking. He then 
observed a male party 
inside the apartment who 
then fled out a window. 
The victim reported a 
small container with loose 
change and jewelry was 
stolen.

Other Crimes:

• 3 Bike Thefts
• 2 Car Breaks
• 2 MV Vandalisms
• 1 Package Theft
• 1 MV Theft

Somerville Police Department Seeking Public’s Help in Identifying Shooting Suspects

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey announced that 
a third of students who grad-
uated from Massachusetts 
public high schools in 2024 
scored a 3 or higher on an 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
exam, the state’s highest per-
centage ever and the highest 
in the nation for the second 
year in a row, according to 

results released by the Col-
lege Board. A score of 3 out 
of 5 on an AP exam shows a 
student’s ability to complete 
work for an introductory 
college-level course in that 
subject area. Most colleges 
will award students credit 
for AP scores of 3 or higher 
when enrolling in college.

“Congratulations to the Mas-

sachusetts students whose 
AP scores yet again were the 
highest in the nation – and 
the highest in state history,” 
said Gov. Healey. “To see 
the AP success rate for the 
graduating class rise above 
where it was for the classes 
before COVID is a true 
testament to the work of 
Massachusetts students and 
educators and to the state’s 

investments that have made 
AP exams more affordable. 
Massachusetts students can 
accomplish amazing things 
when they are encouraged 
to participate and given the 
support they need.”

“This is great news both for 
the members of the class of 
2024 and for the students 
who follow them,” said Lt. 

Gov. Kim Driscoll. “These 
students, their teachers and 
their families have shown 
what’s possible, and now 
more students than ever 
before will have a jump 
start on what it takes to 
succeed in college.”

BAY STATE SCORES BIG ON ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)

The Somerville Police De-
partment, in cooperation 
with other law enforce-
ment partners, are actively 
investigating a shooting 
incident that occurred on 
Tuesday, February 25th, at 
approximately 12:05 AM.

The SPD received two 911 
calls for shots fired on 
Broadway, between North 
St. and Alewife Brook 
Parkway. Upon arrival, 
police discovered numer-
ous shell casings and 
ballistic damage to fixed 

objects and vehicles. Po-
lice learned that the occu-
pants of a vehicle stopped 
on Broadway and then 
shot at an individual who 
was on foot. There are 
no injuries reported and 
the matter remains under 

investigation. Anyone 
with information regard-
ing this incident is urged 
to contact the Somerville 
Police at 617.625.1212.

$5.5 MILLION TO EXPAND STUDENTS’ BEHAVIORAL AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administra-
tion announced that it is 
awarding $5.5 million in 
grants to 60 school dis-
tricts, educational col-
laboratives and charter 

schools across Massachu-
setts to improve student 
access to behavioral and 
mental health services and 
support.

Supporters said this fund-
ing can be used to create 

or expand comprehen-
sive, integrated systems of 
student support and aims, 
through collaboration with 
families and educators, to 
build strong local school 
partnerships with commu-
nity-based mental health 

agencies and/or providers.

“Our educators are work-
ing to create safe and 
healthy learning environ-
ments that are joyful, 
engaging and equitable for 
every child,” said Elemen-

tary and Secondary Educa-
tion Acting Commissioner 
Russell Johnston. “These 
grants will help provide 
student supports that 
advance that important 
work.”
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, 
in partnership with the Somerville Arts 
Council and an extensive network of artists, 
cultural workers, and community members, 
is proud to announce the release of the 
Somerville Cultural Capacity Plan (SCCP), 
the City’s first-ever comprehensive plan to 
strengthen, support, and sustain Somerville’s 
vibrant arts and culture ecosystem.

“This plan is a commitment to our artists, 
our cultural spaces, and our identity as a city 
that values creativity and inclusion for all,” 
said Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. “Fostering 
our vibrant arts and culture scene is essential 
to Somerville’s civic, economic, and creative 
vitality. With this plan, we are striving to 
ensure that we’re not only protecting what 

we have but also building long-term support 
structures so our creative community can 
thrive for generations to come.”

Years in the making, the plan is the result of 
deep community collaboration and inclusive 
leadership, ensuring that Somerville’s artists, 
performers, and cultural organizations–par-
ticularly those from historically underrepre-
sented backgrounds–have a seat at the table 
in shaping the city’s creative future.

Through extensive engagement, the SCCP 
identifies the challenges facing the arts 
community and lays out a bold, actionable 
strategy to preserve affordability, expand sup-
port, and foster cultural connections across 
the city.

The SCCP focuses on five core objectives:
Preserving and developing affordable spaces 
for artistic and cultural production.
Increasing funding and support for the arts 
sector.
Strengthening connections and amplifying 
voices within the arts community.
Catalyzing new initiatives led by artists and 
cultural leaders.
Embedding arts and culture priorities into 

City policy and planning.

Putting these objectives into immediate ac-
tion, the City is inviting Somerville musicians 
to two community meetings in March 2025, 
designed to specifically address challenges 
and opportunities within our local music 
ecosystem. Whether your priority is securing 
performance venues, affordable rehearsal 
spaces, recording facilities, or building 
stronger support networks, your voice mat-
ters. Meeting details will be shared as soon 
as possible.

“The SCCP is the culmination of years of 
listening, learning, and collaborating with our 
city’s creative voices,” said Gregory Jenkins, 
Executive Director of the Somerville Arts 
Council. “It is a reflection of the passion and 
dedication of our artists and cultural workers, 
and a tool to ensure that Somerville remains a 
place where the arts can flourish.”

The Somerville Cultural Capacity Plan is now 
available online at: somervilleartscouncil.org/
culturalcapacity and
voice.somervillema.gov/cultural-capacity-
plan

The plan was informed by extensive public 
engagement. Outreach included commu-
nity conversations led by Cultural Capacity 
Ambassadors, a group of artists and cultural 
leaders dedicated to ensuring an inclusive 
process. Their experiences and insights were 
critical in shaping the final plan.

Cultural Ambassador Catherine Nakato 
shared:
“Being a Cultural Ambassador for the 
Somerville Cultural Capacity Plan has 
been an incredibly rewarding experience. 
The process was not only inclusive but also 
deeply intentional in ensuring that artists and 
cultural workers from diverse backgrounds 
had a voice. Through this initiative, I’ve seen 
firsthand how collaboration and thoughtful 
planning can lead to actionable change. I’m 
hopeful that this plan will not just serve as 
a roadmap but as a catalyst for empowering 
artists, fostering community connections, 
and preserving the cultural identity of 
Somerville.”

Cultural Ambassador Ajda Snyder, shared:
“As a Somerville resident, I am thankful to 
live in a city that is forward-thinking and 
proactively supportive of the arts enough to 

create something like the Somerville Cultural 
Capacity Plan. As a musician/artist, the plan 
and its creation process have made me feel 
seen, valued, and included. It is detailed, 
thorough, and nuanced yet dynamic and 
nimble, providing a roadmap for a successful 
partnership between city and community to 
preserve, protect, and bolster arts and culture 
in Somerville.”

Participant and local business owner Ethan 
Dussault, added:
“The creation of the Fabrication District and 
the Arts and Creative Enterprise require-
ments in the City’s zoning ordinance along 
with the Somerville Arts Space Risk Assess-
ment document have proven to be invaluable 
tools for me as an arts advocate and as an 
owner/operator of a creative small business. 
Without them, folks like me may have already 
been displaced from the metro area. The new 
Cultural Capacity Plan is a welcome addition 
to this toolkit and it further exemplifies 
Somerville’s leadership in the preservation 
and expansion of arts and cultural space.

For more information about the SCCP and 
upcoming opportunities for engagement, 
visit: somervilleartscouncil.org

Somerville Unveils First-Ever Cultural Capacity Plan, 
A Roadmap for a Thriving, Inclusive Arts Community

Obituary
With profound sadness, we an-
nounce the passing of Jerry “Jay” 
Denovellis, age 58, of Saugus. 
He left this world peacefully on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, 
surrounded by his loving family, 

after a brief battle with cancer.

Born in Malden, and raised in 
Somerville, Jerry was the cherished 
son of Charlene DeRosa and the 
late Jerry M. Denovellis.

A laborer by trade, Jerry was 
employed by Barletta Engineering / 
Heavy Division and was a member 
of LiUNA Local 22. In addition 
to his primary job, he spent many 
evenings at Leone’s Subs & Pizza, 
where he was employed for over 
forty years.

Jerry was deeply devoted to his 
family, and he cherished every 
moment spent with his children. 
He took immense pride in their 

accomplishments, always celebrat-
ing their successes with love and 
encouragement. An avid lover of 
the outdoors, Jerry enjoyed spend-
ing time in his yard, making sure 
everything was just right. Whether 
it was a personal project or helping 
a friend, he was always willing to 
lend a hand.

A constant companion to Jerry was 
his beloved cup of coffee, which 
you could find in his hand wher-
ever he went. Whether working in 
the yard or spending time with his 
loved ones, his coffee was never far 
from reach.

Beloved husband of June E. (Don-
nelly) Denovellis, with whom he 

shared 33 years of marriage. De-
voted father of Victoria Denovellis, 
Charles Denovellis, and Chris-
topher Denovellis all of Saugus. 
Loving son of Charlene DeRosa 
and the late Jerry M. Denovellis. 
Cherished brother of Diana Santilli 
of Winthrop. Also lovingly sur-
vived by his aunts, Arlene DeRosa 
Dascher and Lucille Cirino, along 
with many nieces and nephews, 
both by blood and by love, too 
numerous to mention.

A funeral procession will be held 
from the George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home on Friday, March 7th 
at 10:00AM. Followed by a funeral 
service celebrated in Somerville 
Community Baptist Church, 

31 College Ave. Somerville at 
11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held on 
Thursday from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Interment will be private.

In lieu of flowers memorial con-
tributions may be made in Jerry’s 
name to Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, PO Box 849168, Boston, 
MA 02284-9168.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Jerry “Jay” Denovellis
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Somerville Unveils First-Ever Cultural Capacity Plan, 
A Roadmap for a Thriving, Inclusive Arts Community

ADOPT JOINT HOUSE-SENATE RULES FOR 2025-2026 SESSION (H 2026)
By Bob Katzen

The House 128-23, adopted 
joint House-Senate rules on 
how the Legislature operates 
for the 2025-2026 session. 
The Senate has already ap-
proved its own version of 
joint rules and the House 
version now goes to the Sen-
ate for consideration.

The vote was strictly along 
party lines with all Demo-
crats voting for the package 
and all Republicans voting 
against it.

Provisions include requiring 
joint committees to provide 
and then post online plain-
language summaries of all 
bills in time for their hear-

ings; requiring committees, 
when reporting a bill favor-
ably, to provide a document 
showing any changes made 
by the committee to the un-
derlying bill and any changes 
the bill makes to existing 
law; and requiring all testi-
mony given to committees to 
be made publicly available in 
a manner to be determined 
by each committee.

Other provisions include 
prohibiting committee 
members from participating 
in a hearing remotely and 
requiring that they be physi-
cally present at a hearing in 
order to participate; allowing 
the public to testify remotely 
at a hearing; requiring how 
each individual member 

votes on polls conducted by 
the committees to be posted 
online; and extending the 
time allowed for formal 
sessions in the first year of 
the session from the current 
third Wednesday in Novem-
ber to the third Wednesday 
in December.

The second year of formal 
sessions will continue to end 
on July 31, but under the 
new rules, the House and 
Senate would be allowed to 
return to a formal session to 
act on reports of conference 
committees formed by July 
31, budget bills and guber-
natorial actions including 
vetoes of items in conference 
reports.

“There are many things in 
our rules package that align 
closely with the Senate pro-
posals,” said Majority Leader 
Rep. Mike Moran (D-Bos-
ton). “The House went 
even further to alleviate the 
logjam of bills at the end of 
the session by requiring that 
bills be voted out of com-
mittee in a timely manner 
after a public hearing. And 
our constituents will know 
exactly how the members of 
a committee handle the bill 
process when we post hear-
ing attendance and commit-
tee votes online. These are 
meaningful reforms.”

“I opposed the Joint Rules 
package because it did not 
go far enough in reforming 

the legislative process to im-
prove transparency and pub-
lic access,” said Rep. Steven 
Xiarhos (R-Barnstable). “We 
need stronger measures to 
prevent last-minute legislat-
ing behind closed doors and 
to guarantee a more open, 
deliberative process.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the new 
joint rules. A “No” vote is 
against them.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes Rep. 
Paul Donato Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

By Bob Katzen

The House 127-23, Senate 32-
7, approved and Gov. Maura 
Healey signed into law a fiscal 
2025 supplemental budget that 
includes $425 million to fund 
the state’s emergency shelter 
system and make some changes 
to tighten eligibility for it.

The vote was almost strictly 
along party lines with all Re-
publicans voting against it and 
all but four Democrats voting 
for it. The Democrats say the 
measure makes major reforms. 
The Republicans say while the 
bill includes some reforms they 
have long sought, it does not go 
far enough, and they all voted 
against it.

The bill allows families to stay 
for up to six months in shelters 
and grants the Secretary of 
Housing and Livable Com-
munities the authority to grant 
hardship exemption waivers to 
families with young children, 
to families at risk of domestic 
violence, or other individuals 

in vulnerable circumstances, to 
lengthen their stay in shelters. It 
also caps capacity in the system 
at 4,000 families for the period 
Dec. 31, 2025 through Dec. 31, 
2026. There were more than 
6,000 families relying on the 
system at the end of January.

Another provision provides 
that benefits be given to 
families consisting entirely of 
residents of the commonwealth 
who are citizens of the United 
States or persons lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence 
or otherwise permanently 
residing in the United States 
under the color of law, except 
in cases where a child in the 
family is a citizen of the United 
States, a person lawfully admit-
ted for permanent residence or 
a person permanently residing 
in the United States under color 
of law.

“This supplemental budget 
includes critical improvements 
that I proposed to reduce the 
taxpayer costs of the family 
shelter system and make it safer 

for residents and our commu-
nities,” said Gov. Healey. “We 
all know that urgent action is 
needed to lower the cost of the 
system and make sure it is a vi-
able, safe and temporary option 
for Massachusetts families who 
have fallen on hard times.”

“We struck a balance between 
our fiscal responsibility to Mas-
sachusetts taxpayers and our 
moral obligation to moms, dads 
and kids who are in a difficult 
moment,” said Senate President 
Karen E. Spilka (D-Ashland). 
“We prioritize Massachusetts 
families in need, ensure trans-
parency in the program, and 
take strong steps to ensure the 
safety of those in shelter.”

“From the beginning of the 
shelter system crisis, the House 
has worked to reform the emer-
gency assistance program to en-
sure that it remains financially 
viable,” said House Speaker Ron 
Mariano (D-Quincy). “That’s 
why the House led the effort 
to cap the maximum length of 
stay, and to require job train-

ing programs for folks in the 
shelter system, reforms that this 
supplemental budget builds 
on. By creating stricter eligibil-
ity requirements, along with 
increased security measures, 
this supplemental budget is the 
latest iteration of the House’s 
continued commitment to pro-
tecting vulnerable children and 
families in Massachusetts in a 
fiscally sustainable manner.”

“I voted against the latest 
version of the $425 million 
supplemental budget because 
it represents an unsustainable 
expansion of the shelter system 
without accountability or a 
tangible long-term plan,” said 
Sen. Kelly Dooner (R-Taunton). 
“This budget is fiscally irre-
sponsible and fails to prioritize 
homeless veterans, seniors and 
vulnerable families in Massa-
chusetts who are still struggling 
to find shelter. We need practi-
cal solutions that prioritize our 
most vulnerable residents first.”

“The Emergency Shelter System 
is broken in very significant 

ways,” said Rep. John Gaskey 
(R-Carver). “House Republi-
cans attempted to ensure the 
system was for Massachusetts 
families and veterans but 
Democrats are more concerned 
with the criminal illegal aliens 
they have welcomed and pro-
tected while many rape, murder 
and steal.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A 
“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul 
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyter-
hoeven Yes Sen. Patricia Jehlen 
Yes

$425 MILLION FOR EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE (EA) SHELTER SYSTEM (H 61)
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

Obituary
John M. Feeney of Somer-
ville passed away at home 
on Monday, February 24, 
2025. He was 71 years 
young.

Born in Queens, New 

York, he was the beloved 
son of the late John M. 
and Mary R. (Fitzgerald) 
Feeney.

Complete obit to be 
posted.

Somerville/Medford Remembering John M. Feeney

Somerville Seeks Community Input on CPA Priorities; Annual Review Survey Open Through 
March 31

Public hearing scheduled for March 
26 as CPA Committee prepares for 
FY26 funding round

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne is inviting residents to 
help shape the future of Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) investments 
by participating in the CPA Annual 
Review process. The Community 
Preservation Committee (CPC) has 
launched a survey to gather public 

input on community needs and pri-
orities for CPA funding. The survey 
is open through March 31, 2025, 
and can be accessed at this link.

Additionally, the CPC will host its 
Annual Public Hearing on Wednes-
day, March 26, via Zoom to hear 
directly from residents. Community 
members can register for the meet-
ing here. The feedback collected 
during the review period will help 

guide the allocation of CPA funds 
for Fiscal Year 2026.

This year’s review is particularly 
important as the City prepares to 
strategically leverage additional 
CPA revenue. In November 2024, 
Somerville voters approved a ballot 
measure increasing the local CPA 
property tax surcharge from 1.5% 
to 3%. With this increase set to take 
effect, the CPC is looking for fresh 

community perspectives on how 
best to invest these additional funds 
alongside other economic consid-
erations.

Since Somerville adopted the CPA 
in 2012, the program has funded 
nearly 100 projects across affordable 
housing, historic preservation, and 
open space and recreation. Com-
munity input has always been a vital 
part of the CPA process, ensuring 

that funding aligns with residents’ 
evolving needs and priorities.

Residents are encouraged to 
complete the CPA Annual Review 
survey by March 31 and attend the 
public hearing on March 26 to share 
their thoughts.

For more information, visit somer-
villema.gov/cpa.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville is looking for com-
munity members to help test an 
innovative, non-toxic approach 
to reducing the local rat popu-
lation.

In partnership with the 
Cambridge Public Health 
Department and Cambridge 
Inspectional Services, Somer-
ville is participating in a Rodent 
Fertility Control Study using 
Evolve, a hormonal fertility 
control product designed to hu-
manely curb rat reproduction. 

This study aims to determine 
whether Evolve is an effective 
long-term solution in dense ur-
ban areas like Somerville while 
reducing reliance on traditional 
rat poisons, which can harm 
other wildlife such as birds, 
cats, and foxes.

The City is seeking residents 
and property owners in the 
Lincoln Park area to participate 
in the study by allowing bait 
stations containing the fertility 
control product to be placed 
on their property at no cost or 

volunteering to join the field 
team.

How You Can Help
There are two ways for resi-
dents to get involved:

Enroll Your Property: If you 
live in the Lincoln Park area, 
you can participate by allowing 
bait stations to be placed on 
your property. There is no cost 
to enroll.

Volunteer for the Field Team: 
Field volunteers help City staff 

deploy bait stations, collect rat 
activity data, and help with 
outreach to neighbors in our 
study area.

This study builds on exist-
ing rodent control strategies 
in Somerville, which include 
active surveillance, improved 
waste containment, and habitat 
reduction. By testing this non-
toxic method, the City hopes to 
develop a safer, more effective 
approach to managing urban 
rat populations.

Sign Up or Learn More
To enroll your property, volun-
teer for the field team, or learn 
more about the study, please 
contact aprivett@somervillema.
gov.

Help Test a New, Non-Toxic Approach to Rat Control in Somerville

$1 MILLION IN INNOVATION CAREER PATHWAYS GRANTS

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Adminis-
tration announced $1 
million in Innovation 
Career Pathway grants to 
29 school districts. This 
funding enables districts 
to plan and implement 
pathway programs that 
provide students with 
coursework and experi-

ence in high-demand 
STEM industries before 
they graduate high school, 
including in health care, 
technology, manufactur-
ing, life sciences and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

“Our administration has 
invested in Innovation 
Career Pathways, Early 
College programs and 

career technical education 
opportunities because we 
know they allow students 
to explore careers and 
make critical connections 
with local businesses and 
mentors,” said Lt. Gov. 
Kim Driscoll. “I am grate-
ful to the administrators, 
educators, employers and 
community partners who 
make these programs pos-

sible.”

“We want to support our 
public schools to enable 
students to see the con-
nection between what 
they are learning and what 
they will need to know in 
the future,” said Education 
Secretary Dr. Patrick Tut-
wiler. “Today’s Innovation 
Career Pathways invest-

ment promotes engaging 
STEM experiences for 
students, while deepen-
ing local connections with 
employers and future 
career opportunities.”
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Obituary
Silvano Garcia-Martinez – Of 
Somerville, passed away on Sunday, 
March 2, 2025, at the age of 55.

Silvano Martinez-Garcia, born 
in El Salvador to Concepcion 
Martinez and Elida Garcia, was a 
devoted family man who will be 
deeply missed by all who knew 
him. Silvano’s greatest joy came 
from spending time with his loved 
ones, especially on long car rides 
where laughter and conversation 
filled the air.

A lover of the simple things in 
life, Silvano could often be found 
enjoying an ice-cold Coca-Cola or 
immersed in his favorite pastime, 
playing Candy Crush. Every 

Sunday, he would take to the water 
for his cherished fishing trips, a 
hobby that brought him peace and 
tranquility.

Beloved husband of 36 years to 
Ernestina M.Yanes. Devoted father 
of Nelson Alexander Garcia, Luis 
Angel Garcia and his partner Ana 
Maria Lopez, Yessenia Garcia, 
Cristian Manuel Garcia and 
Carolina Elizabeth Hernandez and 
her husband Edwin. Cherished 
grandfather of Alyanna Garcia-
Lopez, Jonathan Hernandez and 
Sofia Hernandez. Dear brother 

of Virgilio Garcia-Martinez and 
the late Ismael Garcia-Martinez, 
and Angel Garicia-Matinez. Also 
survived by many loving nieces, 
nephews, in-law and extended fam-
ily members.

A funeral procession will be held 
in the George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home 855 Broadway (Powder 
House SQ.) on Tuesday, March 
11th at 10:00AM. Followed by 
a funeral mass celebrated in St. 
Benedict Church, Somerville at 
11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held on Mon-
day from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude with 
interment at Oak Grove Cemtery, 
Medford.

Obituary
John Charles Doherty, originally 
of Somerville, MA, passed away 
on March 2, 2025, at home, sur-
rounded by the love of his family. 
For many years, John fought long 

and hard against several medically 
complex illnesses in order to be 
there for his family. He is survived 
by his wife of 53 years, Judith 
Doherty. He was the proud father 
of two sons and one daughter, Con-
nor Doherty, Seamus Doherty and 
Kerry Doherty. He is also survived 
by his four beloved grandchildren- 
Caitlin, Anja, Liam, and Gavin.

John was the only child of two 
Irish immigrants that taught him 
the value of hard work, family 
and living a life of integrity. After 
graduating from Boston College 
and then Harvard Law School, he 

moved to Yonkers, New York to 
begin his legal career and meet 
his wife Judith. After a few years, 
John decided to move back to his 
hometown to become a practicing 
attorney for Mass Housing and 
Finance in Boston. He worked long 
hours so he could build a wonder-
ful life and home for his family. 
Taking care of his family gave him 
purpose and brought him the most 
happiness in life.

One of his greatest pleasures in 
life was being outside in nature. 
He spent many hours taking care 
of his land and animals (sheep, as 

well as his dogs!) at his beloved 
home in Heath, Massachusetts. He 
took immense pride in the health 
and wellness of his animals. So 
much so, that he spent many hours 
(day and night) bottle feeding the 
lambs that had lost their mothers. 
His compassion and empathy for 
humans and animals alike, is what 
made him such a special human 
being.

John is deeply loved by his wife 
and children. His humor, warmth 
and kindness will be profoundly 
missed by all those that knew and 
cared for him. His generous nature 

and altruism left an indelible mark 
on all.

Calling Hours will be held in the 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville, on Tuesday, March 
11th from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited to attend.

A prayer service will be held in the 
funeral home at 6:30PM.

Interment will take place at a later 
date.

Somerville/Medford Remembering John Charles Doherty

Somerville/Medford Remembering Marie Lucille Frongillo (Romano)

Obituary
Marie Lucille Frongillo (Ro-
mano), Of Medford, a beloved 
wife, mother, and grandmother, 
passed away peacefully at 
home at the age of 82. Born on 
December 13, 1942, she was the 
cherished daughter of Salvatore 
and Rose (Serio) Romano.

Marie graduated from Somer-

ville High School in 1960 and 
went on to have a successful 
career as a legal secretary at 
the prestigious Boston law firm 
Choate, Hall, and Stewart. It 
was through her late sister-
in-law, Rosemary Brown, that 
Marie met the love of her life, 
Michael Frongillo. Together, 
they shared over 61 years of 
marriage, filled with love, com-
panionship, and unwavering 
support for one another.

A woman of many talents, 
Marie was known for her green 
thumb and deep passion for 
gardening. She found joy in 
nurturing plants and creating 
beautiful outdoor spaces. A 
dedicated sports fan, she was an 
ardent follower of the Boston 
Red Sox, the Patriots and loved 
watching little league baseball.

Marie was a lover of challenges, 
particularly crossword puzzles 
and brain teasers, which she en-
joyed solving in her spare time. 
Her culinary skills were legend-
ary, and her home was always a 
warm, welcoming place where 
family and friends gathered to 
enjoy her delicious meals and 
the love she so freely gave.

Above all, Marie will be 
remembered for her gener-
ous spirit, kindness, and the 
deep love she shared with her 
family and friends. Her legacy 
will live on in the hearts of all 
who knew her, and she will be 
deeply missed by all who had 
the privilege of her presence in 
their lives.

Beloved wife of 61 years to 

Michael Frongillo. Devoted 
mother of Mark Frongillo and 
his wife Siobhan of Medford, 
and Kristine Williams and her 
husband John of Medford. 
Cherished grandmother of 
Michael and Megan Frongillo 
and Mikayla and Makenzie 
Williams. Dear sister of the 
late Concetta “Tina” Ranieri. 
Her love also extended to her 
grandpets Sadie, Cooper and 
Kiki. Also survived by many 
loving nieces and nephews.

A funeral procession will be 
held on Monday, February 17th 
from the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broadway 
(Powder House SQ.) Somer-
ville at 9:00AM. Followed by a 
funeral mass celebrated in St. 
Raphael Church, 512 High St., 
Medford at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held 
on Sunday from 1:00PM to 
4:00PM.

Services will conclude with 
interment at Oak Grove Cem-
etery, Medford.

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made in Marie’s name 
to Dana-Farber Cancer Insti-
tute, PO Box 849168, Boston, 
MA 02284-9168.

For those who are unable to at-
tend the services for Marie, you 
may stream the funeral mass 
from https://www.facebook.
com/SaintRaphaelParishMed-
ford/

Somerville/Medford Remembering Silvano Garcia-Martinez
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The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

By Bob Katzen

The Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation (MassDOT) 
is once again reminding cus-
tomers to be mindful of text 

message-based scams, also 
known as smishing. The scam-
mers are claiming to represent 
the tolling agency and request-
ing payment for unpaid tolls.

  MassDOT urges customers to 
be cautious about email, text 
and phone scams demanding 
payment of outstanding toll 
balances. Some attempts have 
been made to trick customers 

into sharing credit card num-
bers and other sensitive infor-
mation by directing them to a 
website to pay their outstanding 
balances. MassDOT strongly 
encourages customers not to 

click the link contained in those 
messages.

BEWARE OF EZDRIVEMA SCAM

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER 
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL ACT OF 
THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE 
ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS THE TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE 
FOLLOWING:

2025-2 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, from approximately 210 feet 
east of Alewife Brook Parkway to approximately 245 
feet east of Alewife Brook Parkway (previously an 
MBTA bus stop).

2025-3 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2-hour parking except by permit 
on the north side of Broadway, from approximately 
245 feet east of Alewife Brook Parkway to approxi-
mately 265 feet east of Alewife Brook Parkway (pre-
viously an MBTA bus stop).

2025-4 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, from approximately 330 
feet east of Alewife Brook Parkway to approximately 
390 feet east of Alewife Brook Parkway (previously 
metered parking).

2025-5 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is amend-
ed with the addition of the following location: on 
the north side of Broadway, from approximately 380 
feet east of Alewife Brook Parkway to approximately 
440 feet east of Alewife Brook Parkway (previously 
10 feet of two-hour parking except by permit and 
approximately 50 feet of no stopping anytime).

2025-6 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, from approximately 160 feet 
west of North St to approximately 120 feet west of 
North St (previously two metered spaces).

2025-7 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, from approximately 60 feet 
west of Waterhouse St to approximately 25 feet west 
of Waterhouse St (previously two metered spaces).

2025-8 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Parking Meter Loca-
tions and Regulations” is amended with the addition 
of the following location: two metered spaces on the 
north side of Broadway, from approximately 80 feet 
west of North St to approximately 40 feet west of 
North St (previously an MBTA bus stop).

2025-9 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, from approximately 40 feet 
west of North St to approximately 10 feet west of 
North St (previously an MBTA bus stop).

2025-10 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Park-
ing” is amended with the addition of the following 

location: north side of Broadway, approximately 50 ft 
east of North St to approximately 70 ft east of North 
St (previously a metered space).

2025-11 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service 
Zones” is amended with the addition of the following 
location: 24/7 loading zone on the north side of 
Broadway, approximately 65 ft west of Barton St to 
approximately 45 ft west of Barton St (previously a 
metered space).

2025-12 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, approximately 9- ft west of 
Garrison Ave to approximately 30 ft west of Garrison 
Ave (previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-13 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the north side of Broadway, approximately 80 
ft west of Belknap St to approximately 45 ft west of 
Belknap St (previously an MBTA bus stop).

2025-14 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, approximately 45 ft west of 
Belknap St to 30 ft west of Belknap St (previously an 
MBTA bus stop).

2025-15 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is 
amended with the addition of the following location: 
north side of Broadway, approximately 10 ft east of 
Belknap St to approximately 60 ft east of Belknap St 
(previously 20 ft of no parking any time and 30 ft of 2 
hour except by permit parking).

2025-16 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, approximately 125 ft west of 
Farragut Ave to approximately 30 ft west of Farragut 
Ave (previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-17 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, approximately 45 ft west of 
Russell Rd to approximately 30 ft west of Russell Rd 
(previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-18 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, approximately 30 ft east of 
Farragut Ave to approximately 55 ft east of Farragut 
Ave (previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-19 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, approximately 55 ft west of 
Endicott Ave to approximately 30 ft west of Endicott 
Ave (previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-20 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, approximately 115 ft west of 
Watson St to approximately 30 ft west of Watson St 
(previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-21 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, approximately 30 ft east of 
Watson St to approximately 130 ft east of Watson St 
(previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-22 Article V Section 5-11 “Bus Stops” is 
amended with the addition of the following location: 

south side of Broadway, approximately 55 ft west of 
Weston Ave to approximately 45 ft west of Weston 
Ave (previously a metered space).

2025-23 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Parking Meter 
Locations” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: three spaces on the north side 
of Broadway, approximately 85 ft west of Hill St to 
approximately 50 ft west of Hill St (previously 40 
ft of MBTA bus stop and 15 ft of 2 hour except by 
permit parking).

2025-24 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Park-
ing” is amended with the addition of the following 
location: north side of Broadway, approximately 30 
ft east of Hill St to approximately 50 ft east of Hill St 
(previously a metered space).

2025-25 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service 
Zones” is amended with the addition of the follow-
ing location: 24/7 loading zone on the north side 
of Broadway, approximately 85 ft east of Hill St to 
approximately 125 ft east of Hill St (previously two 
metered spaces).

2025-26 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, approximately 125 ft east of 
Hill St to approximately 170 ft east of Hill St (previ-
ously a loading zone).

2025-27 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
north side of Broadway, approximately 70 ft west 
of Curtis St to approximately 5 ft west of Curtis St 
(previously an MBTA bus stop).

2025-28 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, approximately 35 ft east of 
Weston Ave to approximately 55 ft east of Weston 
Ave (previously a metered space).

2025-29 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, approximately 185 ft west 
of Clarendon Ave to approximately 165 ft west of 
Clarendon Ave (previously a handicapped parking 
space).

2025-30 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location 
and Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of 
the following location: No Parking Any Time on the 
south side of Broadway, approximately 165 ft west 
of Clarendon Ave to approximately 30 ft west of 
Clarendon Ave (previously 6 metered spaces).

2025-31 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the east side of Clarendon Ave, approximately 20 
ft south of Broadway to approximately 150 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-32 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Clarendon Ave, approximately 85 
ft south of Broadway to approximately 125 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-33 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the east side of Hill St, approximately 60 ft north 
of Broadway to approximately 110 ft north of Broad-
way (previously resident permit parking).

2025-34 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 

Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Hill St, approximately 30 ft north 
of Broadway to approximately 105 ft north of Broad-
way (previously resident permit parking).

2025-35 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the east side of Dickson St, approximately 35 ft 
north of Broadway to approximately 145 ft north of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-36 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Dickson St, approximately 40 ft 
north of Broadway to approximately 115 ft north of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-37 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the east side of Endicott Ave, approximately 35 ft 
south of Broadway to approximately 145 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-38 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Endicott Ave, approximately 35 ft 
south of Broadway to approximately 145 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-39 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the east side of Watson St, approximately 35 ft 
north of Broadway to approximately 130 ft north of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-40 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Watson St, approximately 35 ft 
north of Broadway to approximately 150 ft north of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-41 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the east side of Farragut Ave, approximately 30 ft 
south of Broadway to approximately 145 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-42 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Farragut Ave, approximately 30 ft 
south of Broadway to approximately 120 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-43 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the east side of Garrison Ave, approximately 35 ft 
south of Broadway to approximately 150 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).

2025-44 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Garrison Ave, approximately 35 
ft south of Broadway to approximately 50 ft south of 
Broadway (previously No Parking Any Time).

2025-45 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the west side of Garrison Ave, approximately 110 
ft south of Broadway to approximately 150 ft south of 
Broadway (previously resident permit parking).
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_____________________________
                                                                                       
Suzanne Rinfret, Director
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2025-46 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Park-
ing” is amended with the addition of the following 
locations: 7A Carter Terrace, 80 Partridge Ave, 82 
Partridge Ave.

2025-47 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Park-
ing” is amended with the addition of the following 
location: on the west side of Middlesex Ave nearest 
74 Middlesex Ave, approximately 65 ft south of Mc-
Grath Hwy to approximately 95 ft south of McGrath 
Hwy (previously metered parking).

2025-48 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service 
Zones” is amended with the addition of the following 
location: loading zone on the west side of Middlesex 
Avenue nearest 74 Middlesex Avenue, approximately 
95 feet south of McGrath Hwy to approximately 140 
feet south of McGrath Hwy (previously metered 
parking).

2025-49 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: No Parking Any Time on the west 
side of Middlesex Avenue nearest 74 Middlesex Av-
enue, approximately 140 feet south of McGrath Hwy 
to approximately 20 feet north of Foley St (previously 
metered parking).

2025-50 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Location and 
Prohibitions” is amended with the addition of the 
following location: 2 hour except by permit parking 
on the north side of McGrath Hwy opposite the 
McGrath Hwy frontage of 74 Middlesex Ave, from 
Middlesex Ave to Marginal Road.

2025-51 Article V Section 5-2 “Loading/Service 
Zones” is amended with the addition of the following 
location: loading zone on the south side of McGrath 
Hwy nearest the McGrath Hwy frontage of 74 Mid-
dlesex Ave, approximately 70 feet west of Middlesex 
Ave to approximately 115 feet west of Middlesex Ave 
(previously 2 hour except by permit parking).

2025-52 Article V Section 5-9.1 “Parking Meter 
Locations” is amended with the addition of the fol-
lowing location: metered parking on the south side 
of McGrath Hwy nearest the McGrath Hwy frontage 
of 74 Middlesex Ave, approximately 115 feet west 
of Middlesex Ave to approximately 205 feet west of 
Middlesex Ave (previously 2 hour except by permit 
parking).

PROMULGATED:  FEBRUARY 13, 2025
ADVERTISED:  FEBRUARY 25, 2025,  MARCH 4, 
2025,  MARCH 11, 2025                                              	
EFFECTIVE:   MARCH 19, 2025
_____________________________
                                                                                          
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 02/25/25, 
03/04/25, 03/11/25
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Learn About Somerville’s Upcoming Consolidated Affordable 
Housing Waitlist at March Information Sessions

First info session 
will be held Tuesday, 
March 18 at 6 p.m. All 
community members 
are welcome.

SOMERVILLE – The 
City of Somerville is 
launching a Consoli-
dated Rental Waitlist 
to simplify the ap-
plication process for 
income-restricted 
rental units. To help 
residents navigate the 
new system, the Hous-
ing Division will host 
a series of information 
sessions in March. To 
reach the most The 

sessions will alternate 
between virtual and 
in-person meetings.

“We are committed to 
making the search for 
affordable housing as 
clear and straightfor-
ward as possible,” said 
Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne. “This waitlist will 
simplify the process 
and reduce barriers for 
residents.”

The Consolidated 
Waitlist allows indi-
viduals and families 
to apply for multiple 
affordable rental op-
portunities with a 
single application. The 
application period 
opens in April 2025.

Information Sessions
To make these ses-
sions as accessible and 
convenient as possible, 
they are scheduled at 
a variety of times and 

formats, including 
in-person, virtual, and 
hybrid options, to ac-
commodate different 
schedules and needs. 
Interpretation in 
Spanish, Portuguese, 
and Haitian Creole 
(Mandarin, Canton-
ese, Nepali, and ASL 
available upon re-
quest).

Date/Time
Location
Date: Tuesday, March 
18
Time: 6 p.m.
Argenziano School 
Cafeteria (290 Wash-
ington St.)
Date: Thursday, March 
20
Time: 12 p.m.
City Council Cham-
bers at City Hall (93 
Highland Ave.) & 
Zoom
Date: Saturday, March 
22
Time: 9 a.m.

Zoom
Date: Monday, March 
24
Time: 6 p.m.
East Somerville Com-
munity School Audi-
torium (50 Cross St.)
Date:Wednesday, 
March 26
Time: 6 p.m.

West Somerville 
Neighborhood School 
Cafeteria, (177 Powder 
House Blvd.)

Multilingual resources 
and application sup-
port will be available 
throughout the ap-
plication period. More 
details will be posted 
at somervillema.gov/
inclusionary. To sign 
up for updates, click 
the green box labeled 
“Affordable Housing 
Alerts: Sign Up Now.”
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Project aims to improve safety on 
streets that serve as key connec-
tions to civic life

SOMERVILLE – If you want to see 
how people move around Somer-
ville, visiting Elm Street by the 
Kennedy
School on any weekday morning 
would be a good place to start.

Standing on the corner of Elm 
Street and Hancock Street, you’d 
see younger children arriving at 
school
with their caregivers and older stu-
dents making the trip on their own. 
Mixed with the students are harried 
commuters rushing to the Red Line 
or commuter rail, or waiting for the 
87 to take them to Union Square, 
and people out running morning 
errands at the
Porter Square shopping center. 
You’d also see people biking toward 
Beacon Street–to work in Kendall 
Square and beyond.

Unfortunately, Elm Street along 
with nearby Somerville Avenue and 
Beacon Street are high-crash streets
for people walking and riding 
bikes. Fortunately, the City’s up-
coming Elm-Beacon

Connector project aims to improve 
safety for everyone.

As a next step, Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne, Ward 6 Councilor Lance 
Davis, Ward 5 Councilor Naima 
Sait,
Ward 3 Councilor Ben Ewen-
Campen, Ward 2 Councilor J.T. 
Scott, and City Staff are excited to 
invite all community members to 
come to an open house to learn 
more about the effort, see commu-
nity feedback and data gathered, 
review the preliminary design and 
share
their input at a project open house.

When? Monday, March 10, be-
tween 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.

Where?
John F. Kennedy School at 5 Cherry 
Street

“Our
Vision
Zero approach reminds us that 
crashes such as those we have expe-
rienced in our city are
not acceptable or inevitable. As a 
City, we’re working daily to prevent 
them by prioritizing safe street 
design and aggressively invest-
ing in traffic calming. This project 
is another opportunity to take a 
significant step forward in an area 
that serves as
a critical connection for our 
community,” said Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne.

After hearing community feed-
back about transportation safety 
concerns and priorities through 
community
meetings, street outreach pop-ups, 
and feedback surveys, the project 

team has developed preliminary 
plans for the project.

At the open house, community 
members can explore different 
stations describing aspects of the 
design
and talk directly to the project 
team about their questions and 
comments. If community members 
cannot attend, there will be mul-
tiple other ways to share feedback 
such as through an online feedback 
survey, virtual office hours, street 
outreach pop-ups and more. Visit
somervillema.gov/elmbeacon
for more details.

Join Open House Sharing Somerville Elm-Beacon Connector 
Project Design Plans on Monday, March 10

By Bob Katzen

The House 24-127, rejected an 
amendment that would require 
the state auditor, currently 
Diana DiZoglio, to conduct an 
annual audit of the House. This 
requirement was approved by 
the voters on Question 1 on 
the November 2024 ballot. The 
amendment would replace a 
House rule that the state audi-
tor would recommend a firm 
to conduct an annual audit of 
the House and the business 
manager of the House would 

hire that firm.

“In November of 2024, Ques-
tion 1 was overwhelmingly 
approved with the support of 
nearly 72 percent of the state’s 
voters who cast a ballot,” said 
amendment sponsor Rep. 
Brad Jones (R-North Read-
ing). “This amendment would 
honor the will of the voters by 
allowing the state auditor to 
conduct these annual audits of 
the House in compliance with 
Question 1.”

“Every city and town in the 
commonwealth voted for 
this question to be the law,” 
said Rep. Marc Lombardo 
(R-Billerica). “Unfortunately, 
essentially on party lines, the 
House Democrats defeated the 
amendment and once again 
refused to comply with the 
will of the voters. Beacon Hill 
Democrats need to end this 
inter-governmental feud and 
finally respect the voters and 
give them the transparency they 
demand and deserve.”

Rep. Michael Day (D-Stone-
ham) said this new rule would 
violate the separation of 
power in the constitution. He 
noted that Article 30 says the 
legislative department shall 
never exercise the executive and 
judicial powers, the executive 
shall never exercise the legisla-
tive and judicial powers, and 
the judicial shall never exercise 
the legislative and executive 
powers.

Day also noted that the House 
rule that requires the House to 

hire a firm recommended by 
the state auditor is sufficient.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment requiring the state auditor 
to conduct an annual audit. A 
“No” vote is against the amend-
ment.)

Rep. Christine Barber No Rep. 
Mike Connolly No Rep. Paul 
Donato No Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even No

ALLOW STATE AUDITOR TO AUDIT THE HOUSE (H 2024)
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Somerville/Medford Remembering John J. MacDonald
Obituary

John J. MacDonald of Somer-
ville, MA, passed peacefully on 
February 27th in Wakefield, 
MA, surrounded by his loved 
ones.

John was a man of simple joys 
and great stories. He spent his 
days listening to the oldies and 

dancing, reminiscing about his 
travels, and indulging in his 
favorite snack—orange soda 
always at the top of the list. He 
never met a phone call he didn’t 
like and could talk for hours, 
day or night.

John had a deep appreciation 
for a good home-cooked meal, 
doodling in his spare time, and 

time spent with his nieces and 
nephews.
He is survived by his sisters, 
Sheila and her husband, Rick; 
Diane; Mary; and Laurie, as 
well as many beloved nieces 
and nephews. He is prede-
ceased by his parents, Marion 
and Norman, and his brothers, 
Tommy, Paul, and James.

John’s spirit and love for his 
family will be fondly remem-
bered. In his honor, put on a 
favorite song, enjoy a home-
cooked meal, and maybe even 
pick up the phone—John would 
have liked that.

A graveside service was held 
privately at Brookdale Cem-
etery.

Obituary

Russellyne H. (Pitcher) 
Robbins – Of Sudbury, 
formerly of Medford, 
passed away on Saturday, 
March 1, 2025. She was 86 
years old.

Born and raised in Somer-
ville, she was the daughter 
of the late Russell and 
Marion (Logan) Pitcher.

Devoted mother of Karyn 
Robbins of Medford and 
Russellyne “Russy” Welch 
of Methuen. Beloved 
grandmother of Tyler 
Welch, Lauren Bacheller, 
and Brianna Welch. Cher-
ished great grandmother 
of 7 great grandchildren. 
Dear sister of the late 
Marion R. Lett, Adrienne 
Gowen, Gail Pacifico, and 

Marlene Smithers. Also 
survived by many nieces 
and nephews.

Calling hours will be held 
Thursday March 6th in 
the George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home 855 Broadway 
(Powder House Sq.) from 
9:30AM to 10:30AM. Fol-
lowed by a prayer service 
in the funeral home at 

10:30AM.

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

Services will conclude 
with burial at Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Medford.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Russellyne H. (Pitcher) Robbins
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

By Bob Katzen

The House 128-23, ap-
proved a set of House rules 
under which the House will 
operate in 2025-2026.

Provisions include requir-
ing, to the extent practica-
ble, summaries provided by 
committee chairs of bills to 
be posted online before the 
House takes them up for a 
vote; prohibiting committee 
members from participat-
ing in a hearing remotely 
and requiring that they be 
physically present at a hear-
ing in order to participate; 
allowing the public to tes-
tify remotely at a hearing; 
and requiring how each 
individual member votes 
on polls conducted by the 
committees to be posted 
online.

Other provisions include 
requiring 72-hours-notice 
before a hearing can be 
held; requiring members 
to be physically present to 
cast their votes, unless the 
member has active reserve 
military duty, a serious 
health condition or limita-
tions related to a member’s 
pregnancy, including preg-
nancy loss; and expanding 
a remote voting option 
for members for up to 20 
weeks of parental leave.

“These critical reforms 
are representative of the 
House’s strong commitment 
to the pursuit of a more 
accessible and efficient Leg-
islature that is responsive to 
the concerns of our constit-
uents,” said House Speaker 
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy). 
“We remain focused on the 
all-important responsibil-

ity of bettering the General 
Court as an institution, a 
goal that I know so many of 
my colleagues are commit-
ted to.”

“Recognizing that there 
are ways we can make the 
legislative process more 
efficient, I am proud of this 
rules package,” said Rep. 
Bill Galvin (D-Canton), 
Chair of the Temporary 
House committee on House 
Rules. “The reforms … to 
govern both branches will 
help streamline legislative 
work in the current session, 
as well as provide the public 
with a greater understand-
ing of where bills stand in 
the process.”

“The House Republican 
Caucus offered a series of 
rules reforms to shed more 
light on the legislative pro-

cess and the inner workings 
of the House, including a 
proposal to honor the will 
of the voters by allowing 
the state Auditor to con-
duct the annual financial 
audit of the House, but 
these ideas were summar-
ily rejected by our Demo-
cratic colleagues,” said 
Rep. Brad Jones (R-North 
Reading). “The new House 
rules package includes 
some welcome reforms, 
but it still falls far short of 
achieving the full transpar-
ency needed to restore the 
public’s confidence in state 
government, which is why I 
voted against it.”

“I voted against the House 
rules package because it 
fell short of delivering the 
transparency and account-
ability the public deserves,” 
said Rep. Steven Xiarhos 

(R-Barnstable). “The pro-
cess should allow for more 
meaningful debate and in-
put, ensuring all voices are 
heard rather than consoli-
dating power among a few.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the new 
House rules. A “No” vote is 
against them.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

ADOPT HOUSE RULES FOR 2025-2026 SESSION (H 2024)
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

The 2025 Summer Camp 
and Activities Fair will take 
place on Thursday, March 6 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the East 
Somerville Community 
School gymnasium
SOMERVILLE – Mayor Kat-

jana Ballantyne and Superin-
tendent Rubén Carmona are 
inviting Somerville families 
to the 2025 Summer Camp 
& Activities Fair.
Families can enjoy free pizza 
while exploring a variety of 
local summer camps, recre-
ational programs, and learn-
ing opportunities. Represen-
tatives from regional camps 
and organizations including 
the Somerville YMCA, City 
of Somerville Recreation 
Department’s Somertime 
Program, and the Somerville 

Media Center, along with 
many others, will be in at-
tendance. Language inter-
preters will also be available 
on site.
The fair will be held on 
Thursday, March 6, from 5 
to 7 p.m., at the East Somer-
ville Community School 
gymnasium (50 Cross St.)
“We are thrilled to once 
again host the Summer 
Camp and Activities Fair,” 
said Chris Hosman, Somer-
Promise Director for the 
City of Somerville. “It is as 

much about community 
building as it is about in-
creasing access to program-
ming.”
“The Summer Camp and 
Activities Fair is a wonder-
ful reminder of how stu-
dents can continue to grow 
and learn over the summer 
months,” says Ruth Santos, 
Director of the Somerville 
Family Learning Collabora-
tive (SFLC). “It’s a fun and 
lively event where families 
can meet providers face-to-
face, ask questions, and find 

out more about the great 
programs available locally.”
The Summer Camp and 
Activities Fair is a collabora-
tive effort between the SFLC 
of the Somerville Public 
Schools and SomerPromise. 
To learn more about this 
event, visit the Somerville 
Hub at http://www.somer-
villehub.org or contact the 
SomerPromise Wraparound 
Services Manager, Lara 
Versari at (617) 625-6600, x 
2346 or lversari@somervil-
lema.gov.

Somerville Families Invited to Enjoy Free Pizza and Start Planning Summer Fun 
at 2025 Summer Camp and Activities Fair

WOBURN – Middlesex Dis-
trict Attorney Marian Ryan has 
confirmed the ongoing investi-
gation into three shootings that 
occurred across the communi-
ties of Cambridge, Somerville 
and Belmont within 12 hours.

“We have committed substan-
tial resources over the past 
several years to address every 
instance of gun violence in this 
county through prosecution, 
prevention and legislative ac-
tion. These shootings mark the 
most significant surge in gun 
violence here since 2022. 

The fact that over 50 shots were 
fired in very densely populated 
areas, some in the middle of the 
afternoon, is the type of brazen, 
dangerous conduct for which 
those responsible must be held 
accountable,” said District At-
torney Ryan.

On Monday, February 24, 2025, 
at approximately 2:15 p.m., 
a Cambridge Police Officer 
witnessed and immediately 
responded to a shooting inci-
dent in the area of Bishop Allen 
Drive and Columbia Street. The 
preliminary investigation sug-

gests that a verbal altercation 
occurred between two parties 
who are not known to each 
other. During the altercation, 
a male wearing a mask fired 
multiple gunshots at the other 
party. No one was injured in 
the shooting.

Following the incident Cam-
bridge Police were able to 
identify multiple juveniles 
suspected to be involved in the 
incident.

One juvenile male was ar-
raigned yesterday on charges of 
possession of a large capacity 
magazine and ammunition. 
A second juvenile has been 
charged with assault and bat-
tery on a police officer and 
defacing property for throwing 
an object at an officer and dam-
aging items in the interview 

room at the Cambridge Police 
Department.

Also on Monday, February 24, 
2025, at approximately 9:15 
p.m., Belmont Police respond-
ed to a call of shots fired on 
Clark Lane. The preliminary 
investigation suggests that the 
victim and his son were outside 
an apartment complex when 
a vehicle sped by and open 
fire striking the man in the 
leg. Police recovered multiple 
pieces of ballistic evidence at 
the scene.

A few hours later, just after 
midnight on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 25, 2025, Somerville Police 
responded to multiple 911 calls 
of shots fired in the area of the 
Clarendon Towers, located on 
Broadway in Somerville. Upon 
arrival, officers discovered 47 

shell casings and other ballistic 
evidence. The preliminary in-
vestigation suggests that a man, 
who was possibly targeted, was 
outside an apartment com-
plex when a vehicle pulled up. 
Multiple individuals allegedly 
exited the vehicle and began 
firing in his direction.

The Middlesex District Attor-
ney’s Office is actively inves-
tigating all three incidents in 
partnership with Cambridge, 
Belmont and Somerville Police 
in addition to the Massachu-
setts State Police. Investigators 
are asking anyone with any 
information to contact their 
local police department or 
the Massachusetts State Police 
Detective Unit assigned to the 
District Attorney’s Office at 
781-897-6600.

Middlesex District Attorney’s Office Investigating Three Shootings Within 12 Hours
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Somerville/Medford Remembering Joan A. Farren (McLaughlin)

Obituary
Joan A. Farren (McLaughlin) of 
Medford born on July 17,1940 

passed away peacefully on March 
2, 2025 surrounded by her loving 
family.
She was the heart of her family, 
always offering love, wisdom, and 
unwavering support.

Joan married her beloved hus-
band Bob and together they built 
a beautiful family filled with love, 
laughter and many traditions. Joan 
found great joy in spending time 
with her family and friends.

Joan graduated from Catherine La-
boure School of Nursing and began 
her career as an IV nurse at Law-
rence Memorial and Winchester 

Hospitals and remained dedicated 
as a community outreach nurse 
with Hallmark Health. As a lifelong 
learner who valued education, Joan 
went back to school and earned 
her BSN from Regis College. Her 
nursing career spanned over 40 
years and her legacy of care and 
compassion will
continue to inspire all who had the 
privilege of knowing her.

She was preceded in death by her 
cherished husband, Robert C. 
Farren Sr. and her mother, Mary 
McLaughlin. She was a loving 
mother to her children Sheila 
Spychalski and her husband Lou of 

Danvers, Robert Farren Jr. and his 
wife Wendy of Medford, Thomas 
Farren and his wife Georgette 
of Medford, Joanie Mackey and 
her husband Bruce of Lynnfield 
and Kevin Farren and his wife 
Brenda of Woburn. Loving Nana of 
Elizabeth, Caitlyn, Tommy, Rachel, 
Joseph, Colleen, Tyler, Reese, 
Louie, Jack and Devin. Grand Nana 
to Paige, Brynn, Tara, Ella and Ava. 
Loving sister of the late Jean Kane, 
Mary Ellis and James McLaughlin. 
Survived by her sister-in-law Fran 
McLaughlin
and many nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends

A funeral procession will com-
mence from the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home, located at 855 
Broadway (Powder House Sq.) in 
Somerville, on Saturday, March 
8, 2025, at 8:30 am. This will be 
followed by a Funeral Mass at St. 
Raphael Church in Medford at 9:30 
am.

Relatives and friends are invited to 
attend.

Calling hours will be held on Fri-
day from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.

Interment will take place at Oak 
Grove Cemetery.

By Bob Katzen

House Speaker Ron Mariano (D-Quincy) and 
Senate President Karen Spilka announced 
their leadership teams for the 2025-2026 
legislative session.

The vast majority of the House leadership 
team remains the same including Rep. Mi-

chael Moran of Brighton as majority leader; 
Rep. Kate Hogan of Stow as speaker pro 
tempore; Rep. Alice Peisch of Wellesley as as-
sistant majority leader; Rep. Frank Moran of 
Lawrence as second assistant majority leader; 
Rep. Danielle Gregoire of Marlborough as 
First Division chair and Rep. James O’Day of 
West Boylston as Fourth Division chair.

Mariano added two members to leadership 
positions: Rep. Paul Donato of Medford 
moves up into the second assistant majority 
leader post vacated when Rep. Sarah Peake 
left to work for the Healey administration; 
Rep. Jeff Roy of Franklin took Donato’s 
former position as Second Division chair and 
Rep. Carlos Gonzalez of Springfield got the 
Third Division chair job previously filled by 

retired Rep. Ruth Balser.

Over in the Senate, Spilka kept her entire 
current leadership team intact including Sen. 
Cindy Creem of Newton as majority leader; 
Belmont’s Sen. William Brownsberger as 
president pro tempore; Sens. Joan Lovely of 
Salem, Michael Barrett of Lexington and Sal 
DiDomenico of Everett will return as assistant 

majority leaders; West Roxbury’s Sen. Michael 
Rush

HOUSE AND SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP TEAMS APPOINTED
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


