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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.
Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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#1 Local News Source!
We're working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with
Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation

% Westwood
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB

Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

GREEN CAB

-

ELLOW CAB

GREEN CAB

YELLOW CAB

% Medford High School Sefthall
Sponsor Packages 2023

Please complete all the information requested below:
Business Name,

Address (StreeUCity/Zip)

Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball

M ation in affiliation with Medford High School. our
tax

e (0 MIHS ViarsityS
Dea work / logos is March 7th for full season exposure, any
Tate submission banners will be hung starting tournament weekend.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMEREAYIE ES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
BUYERS & SELLERS

| VERANI
| AEALTY

Inariree W ar Sibry

Jack Listai c (781 o7~ 15954

¢ (AT A56- 260

A

pEAL ESTATE FROT E5SIOMALS COMMLUI TED TO
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Thomas Hogan

Thomas Hogan, age 87 of
Quincy
Thomas Hogan, age 87, a

died peacefully, Wednesday,
March 19, 2025 in the com-

by his loving family.

Tom was born in Cam-

longtime resident of Quincy,

fort of his home, surrounded

bridge, to the late Thomas J.
and Mary F. (Murray) Ho-
gan. Raised and educated in
North Cambridge, he was a
graduate of the former Saint
John’s High School in Cam-
bridge, Class of 1955. He
lived in Quincy for twenty-
seven years, previously in
South Boston for eighteen
years.

Tom was proud to have
served in the United States
Marine Corps.

He was employed as a ramp
service agent for the former
Eastern Airlines for thirty
years.

Tom and his wife, Joyce,
were people of faith, and
oriented towards helping
others. Tom was an active
member of the Lions Club
International, My Brother’s

Keeper, and the Cursillo
Movement. He was a parish-
ioner of Saint Agatha Parish
in Milton. He was also a
supervisor on bus tours
from the former Celebration
Tours in Marina Bay.

Tom and Joyce were world
travelers. He was an avid
Boston sports fan and loved
the beach.

Beloved husband for thirty-
one years of Joyce M. (Dona-
hue) Hogan.

Devoted father of Cynthia
M. DeMeo and her husband
James of Natick, Thomas J.
Hogan and his wife Ellen

of Wilmington, and Carol
A. Hogan and her husband
Robert Latwas of Pembroke.
Loving grandfather of
Nicholas, Stephanie, and
Joseph DeMeo; Sara, Jessica,

and Thomas Hogan; Drew
and Erin Latwas.

Former husband of the late
Marilyn Cooke.

The last of seven siblings, he
was predeceased by Mary
Dillon, Michael Hogan,
Helen Hogan, Nancy Ed-
wards, Beatrice Desmond,
and Patricia Joyce.

Dear brother-in-law of
Marilyn T. Powers and her
husband Peter of Hillsboro,
N.H., Jay Donahue, Jr. and
Mymie of Boston, Frederick
W. Donahue, Jr. and his wife
Cindy of Quincy, and Brian
J. Donahue and his wife Lori
of Mineola, N.Y.

Tom is also survived by
many nieces, nephews, and
their families.

Visiting Hours will be held
at the Sweeney Brothers

Home for Funerals, 1 Inde-
pendence Avenue, Quincy,
on Wednesday, March 26,
from 4 — 7 p.m. Relatives
and friends are invited to
attend. A Funeral Mass will
be celebrated at Saint Agatha
Parish, 432 Adams Street,
Milton, on Thursday, March
27, at 10:30 a.m. The Mass
will be livestreamed and
the link will be available on
his obituary on the funeral
home website. Interment,
with military honors, to fol-
low at Pine Hill Cemetery,
West Quincy.

For those who wish, dona-
tions in Tom’s memory may
be made to the Holy Cross
Fathers Retreat House -
Cursillo, 490 Washington
Street, North Easton, MA
02356.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Vincent ]. Mattera

Obituary
Vincent J. Mattera passed
away on March 19, 2025,

he was 73. Born in Somer-
ville and raised in Med-
ford, he was the son of the
late Rosa (Sullivan) and
Vincent Mattera.

The beloved husband of
Diane (Saraiva) Mattera,
together they celebrated
47 years of marriage.
Vincent was the devoted
father of Michael Mat-
tera (SFD) and his wife
Holly of North Reading
and Melinda Breen and
her late husband Daniel

of Medford. Cherished
grandfather of Christian,
Bailey and Ambria Breen
and Kiera Mattera and a
great grandfather of Way-
lon Breen.

Vincent served honor-
ably in the US Army and
later the National Guard,
following his military
service he began his career
with the Somerville Fire
Department. Appointed in
May of 1985, he served at
the Highland Ave Station,

Engine 7 for the majority
of his career and retired in
December 2016. Vincent
was proud of his service
to the city and above all,
devoted to his family.

Calling Hours will be held
in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home, 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.)
Somerville on Tuesday,
March 25th from 4:00PM
to 7:00PM. Relatives and
friends invited to attend.
A private burial will take

place at Oak Grove Cem-
etery, Medford.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made in Vincent’s name to
the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society at http://
www.lls.org or to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation
at http://www.kidney.org

Somerville/Medford Remembering Aurora (Altobelli) DeMarco

Obituary
Aurora (Altobelli) De-
Marco, a lifelong resident

on March 20, 2025, she

in East Boston she was
the cherished daughter

of Somerville, passed away

was 100 years young. Born

of Carolina (Cecia) and
Natale Altobelli. Beloved
wife of the late Arthur J.
DeMarco.

An active and indepen-
dent woman, Aurora lived
in Somerville all her life
prior to moving to the
Atria Marland Place As-
sisted Living in Andover
for the last three years. She
loved fashion and design
and always dressed to the
nines. In earlier years, she
had a long career in retail.
Working first at Chan-
dler’s Department Store,
R.H. White of Boston,

then Popper Shoe as an
office manager and would
retire from Sears after 30
years. She enjoyed people
watching anywhere she
went, taking note of every-
one’s fashion choices. She
could be found daily at the
former Meadow Glen Mall
where she would meet

up with a large group of
friends to walk the mall
and socialize. Above all,
Aurora loved spending
time with her family, espe-
cially her grandchildren.

Aurora was the devoted
mother of James De-

Marco, mother-in-law of
the late Shiela P. (Lehane)
DeMarco of 52 years,
and his current partner
Beverly Zambernardi of
Hampton, NH. Cherished
grandmother of Kristen
Callahan and her hus-
band Michael of Billerica
and great-grandmother
of Rachel Marie Perriello
and her partner Maver-
ick Landry of Dunstable,
Connor James Perriello
and Megan Sheila Perri-
ello of Billerica.

Calling Hours will be held
in the George L. Doherty

Funeral Home, 855 Broad-
way (Powder House SQ.)
Somerville on Wednesday;,
March 26th from 4PM
-7PM.

Relatives and friends in-
vited to attend.

A Funeral Procession
from the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home,
855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.) Somerville on
Thursday morning, March
27th at 10AM. Followed
by a graveside service at
Oak Grove Cemetery at
11AM.
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Governor Healey’s Casino Piggy Bank Grab!

By William Tauro

Governor Moura Healey
intercepted/ hijacked all the
money that was earmarked/
promised for Massachusetts
cities and towns for public
safety, schools and streets
from the Encore Casino
contributions to the state of
Massachusetts. What did she
use it for her budget, illegal
migrants, who knows? She
also took the opportunity
and zeroed out next year’s
balance to do the same as
well.

Money that was supposed to
be used for cities and towns
for fire engines, equipment,

schools, police stations,
public safety and much more
all got absorbed in Maura
Haley’s piggy bank grab!

Now because of this, Massa-
chusetts cities and towns are
forced to raise their prop-
erty taxes on residents to
offset the money. they were
promised.

The city of Everett was told
last week no funds were
available. I heard that Everett
already uped their property
taxes to offset it.

I would take some time and
go through each community
around here and add up. As

of now zero funding. Do
some research you may find
more!

Community Mitigation
Fund - Massachusetts Gam-
ing Commission

Picture:Top left side is
coach Ronald Free-
man with the hat,
next Reese Freeman,
Mika Dimagiba, Trin-
ity Stiles, Gia Spires,
Olivia Spires, Gianna
Stiles, Maria Garcia,
me coach Israel Gar-
cia, low side Arielys
Lopez, Aria Bruce,
Leilah Denning.

By Israel Garcia

After four years coach-
ing this and a very

disappointment lost
on a finals two years
ago, we finally “WON”
the 7th grade girls
basketball metrowest
“Championship” tour-
nament.

These girls deserve to
be “Champions”....
they work hard, re-
lentless, teamwork and
pride.

“On Air with Billy Tauro”
Follow us on Facebook

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Superior Air

GREEN CAB
Green Cah & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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DIRECTOR OF FAIR HOUSING

By Bob Katzen

Whitney Demetrius
joined the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Hous-
ing and Livable Com-
munities as the state’s first
Director of Fair Housing.

The position was estab-
lished by the Healey Ad-
ministration’s Affordable
Homes Act to support fair
housing initiatives, includ-
ing enforcement, testing,
outreach and education, as
well as collaborating with

other state agencies to ad-
vance fair housing policies
and programs.

“A crucial part of ensur-
ing our commonwealth is
truly livable is addressing
the barriers to fair housing

and housing choice,” said
Demetrius. “I am eager

to work collaboratively in
this role to carry out the
vision of this administra-
tion, putting fair housing
at the forefront of our path
forward.”

On Air with Billy Tauro Follow Us On Facebook

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin

CommanderYFWPesti00 2 @ grail com

Contact Us
888-3POWER4

www._beaconenergy.net

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon’s diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING

& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating
and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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Mayor Ballantyne Announces Transformation of Founders Rink into All-Ages Recreation Hub

Community Invited to Take Survey to
Help Shape Recreation Programming
Priorities

SOMERVILLE - Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne today announced the transforma-
tion of Founders Ice Rink into a multi-
purpose recreation hub serving all ages.
This exciting development comes after
a successful pilot period showcasing the
community’s demand for

diverse recreational activities.

The Administration is proposing a
significant upgrade following the rink’s
seasonal closure with the installation of
a multi-purpose gym floor. The estimat-
ed $168,000 for this upgrade requires
funding approval by the City Council
and has been submitted for
consideration.

The safer, multi-use surface, will allow

for a broader range of activities while
retaining the option to revert back to an
ice rink in the future. This transfor-
mation addresses the community’s
pressing need for accessible recreational
space and builds upon the success of re-
cent programming initiatives. Because
Somerville is a two-rink community,
Veterans Memorial Rink, which is next
door to Founders, will also continue to
offer ice hockey and skating to the City
and region.

“Founders will be a game changer for
us,” said Mayor Ballantyne. “We are
filling the gap from what Founders was
to what it can be, restoring access to
vital recreational opportunities for all
Somerville residents. We still have a
long-term goal to establish

a community center in our city, but we
also need solutions right now. Founders
makes smart use of current resources
to provide the recreation space that
residents need today”

Recent successful programs demon-
strated the community’s enthusiasm

for diverse recreational offerings at the
site. Popular pickleball sessions for all
ages, a well-attended Fall Festival, and a
dynamic Women in Sports Day featur-
ing local high school volunteers

drew significant participation. And
when summer camp spots filled up this
past summer, staff quickly set up the

SomerSpot program at Founders pro-
viding 44 children enriching summer
camp programs who otherwise would
have been turned away.

Somerville’s two ice rinks have tra-
ditionally served both local athletes

and residents for ice sports, as well

as regional users including hockey
leagues. The administration is confident
Veterans Rink, as well as rinks in neigh-
boring communities, can continue

to well serve Somerville ice users and
regional hockey leagues, which serve
both Somerville and area players, while
Somerville residents interested in other
activities gain access to Founders.

“Together these two rinks can serve the
full range of activities from hockey and
ice skating to dance, pickleball, indoor
weather-protected senior fitness, teen
clubs, and more;” said Ballantyne.

The Founders recreation hub will
feature an expanded program lineup,
including:

Fitness and Wellness: Zumba, yoga, car-
dio, senior walking, and dance classes

Sports: Futsal, badminton, volleyball,
basketball, street hockey, lacrosse, ten-

nis, and pickleball

Community Events: Dances, inclusive

bike days, roller skate nights, and
themed parties like the upcoming 80s
Glow Party in May

Youth and Teen Programs: After-school
and summer programming with a focus
on both sport/fitness as well as games
and puzzles and creative arts

Intergenerational Programs: Activities
designed to increase cooperation, inter-
action, and knowledge between any two
generations.

The center will offer programming
spring, summer, and fall throughout the
day, catering to various age groups: pre-
schoolers and seniors in the mornings,
teens in the afternoons, adult athletics
in the evenings, and family-friendly
activities on weekends. The spring
schedule will be posted soon to somer-
villema.myrec.com.

“Our vision is to create a vibrant
recreation hub for all ages,” said Parks
& Recreation Director Sue Yerkes. “We
want to provide consistent space for a
broad range activities, complementing
the existing outdoor field and water
plays areas and creating a new
gathering place where people can make
community connections.”

All Invited to Take the Recreation
Survey

Whether you or your family are regular
participants in Parks & Recreation
programming or you haven't tried a
program yet, the City wants to better
understand how to meet your needs.
Your feedback will help staff adjust
existing

recreation programs and develop new
ones. The survey should take about
five minutes. The survey is available in
multiple languages at
bit.ly/somervillerecsurvey

Visit the Somerville Parks & Recreation
website at
https://somervillema.myrec.com

for info on upcoming programs and
more.

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill

By Bob Katzen

“Hundreds of people
proudly took to Beacon
Hill today in a display of
support and solidarity at
this pivotal moment when
the immigrant community
is under constant attack.
We are incredibly proud
of this year’s Immigrants
Day at the Statehouse,
and for the policymakers,
immigrants and advocates
who inspired attendees.
We must use this momen-
tum to show the nation
that Massachusetts will
firmly oppose hate and
tirelessly fight for immi-
grant rights.”

—Elizabeth Sweet, Ex-
ecutive Director of the

Massachusetts Immigrant
and Refugee Advocacy
(MIRA) Coalition criticiz-
ing the Trump Adminis-
tration’s immigration poli-
cies and calling on state
leaders to pass essential
reforms to protect immi-
grants who call Massachu-
setts home.

“Edith Nourse Rogers
was ahead of her time.
She saw a future where
women could serve their
country and receive the
benefits they earned—and
she made it happen. Her
legacy is all around us, in
the women who wear the
uniform today and in the
veterans who continue to
serve their communities.
Massachusetts is proud to

recognize her contribu-
tions and to honor the
women who followed in
her footsteps.”

—Gov. Healey declaring
March 19 as Edith Nourse
Rogers Day honoring

the life and legacy of the
former Massachusetts
Congresswoman who
transformed opportunities
for women in the military.

“Energy efficiency is one
of the most important
tools we have for lowering
costs. Our energy effi-
ciency programs empower
residents to bring down
their bills and help them
afford the latest appliances
for their homes. And over
76,000 high-quality jobs
are supported through

this industry in Massachu-
setts. We're proud of our
top spot and will continue
to make strides to support
more renters and low-

and moderate-income
households get assistance
through Mass Save.”
—Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs Secretary
Rebecca Tepper on the
American Council for an
Energy-Efficient Economy
naming Massachusetts the
second most energy ef-
ficient states in the nation.

“Protecting manufacturers
from cybersecurity threats
will ensure the Massa-
chusetts manufacturing
ecosystem remains safe,
secure and competitive.
The Manufacturing Cy-

bersecurity Program will
empower manufacturers
to grow and provide op-
portunities to access new
markets while remaining
protected from threats to
their operations.”
—Massachusetts Eco-
nomic Development
Secretary Yvonne Hao on
the awarding of $540,473
to Massachusetts-based
manufacturers to upgrade
their cybersecurity infra-
structure.

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining

Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Fepair | Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

857-228-6682
1-888-480-BE85 HIC: Registration
3 Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00 213093
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure - nni :
' # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor____ I o e
| ' 45 gﬁ{[ @0‘1&#&?@ (vailable { )
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rville, MA 02145 e 9:30am-7:30pm eciond, MASS 02155

Fully Insured
Lic # 28182

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145

| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC

_ SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

1-800-436-5980

Direct: 781-858-8314
Fax: 781-396-1084

Office: 781-396-4192
617-623-6459

@ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net BEB

BBB
www.snakeitaway.net ——
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617-625-5000
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VY ieagen
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the - Dy p #1
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from
Sullivan Station.

el | Er.-.--il_

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS

Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets

of construction, from framing to finish.

Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE M

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification

Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

617-2B5-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staft

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs

Roof Repair

Gutters

Steps & Stairs

Basements

Tuckpointing

Driveway Repair

Paver Driveways

Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing
Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding
Painting
Carpentry
Window Repairs / Replacement

ffor -397-5992
rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857 e
800-519-1249

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169

__160 Alewife Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

Customer Reviews

LB 8.8 8 ¢

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com
www.medfordnewsweekly.com

25 Cents

Somerville Seeks Community Input on CPA Priorities; Annual Review Survey Open Through

March 31

Public hearing scheduled for March
26 as CPA Committee prepares for
FY26 funding round

SOMERVILLE - Mayor Katjana
Ballantyne is inviting residents to
help shape the future of Community
Preservation Act (CPA) investments
by participating in the CPA Annual
Review process. The Community
Preservation Committee (CPC) has
launched a survey to gather public

input on community needs and pri-
orities for CPA funding. The survey
is open through March 31, 2025,
and can be accessed at this link.

Additionally, the CPC will host its
Annual Public Hearing on Wednes-
day, March 26, via Zoom to hear
directly from residents. Community
members can register for the meet-
ing here. The feedback collected
during the review period will help

guide the allocation of CPA funds
for Fiscal Year 2026.

This year’s review is particularly
important as the City prepares to
strategically leverage additional
CPA revenue. In November 2024,
Somerville voters approved a ballot
measure increasing the local CPA
property tax surcharge from 1.5%
to 3%. With this increase set to take
effect, the CPC is looking for fresh

community perspectives on how
best to invest these additional funds
alongside other economic consid-
erations.

Since Somerville adopted the CPA
in 2012, the program has funded
nearly 100 projects across affordable
housing, historic preservation, and
open space and recreation. Com-
munity input has always been a vital
part of the CPA process, ensuring

that funding aligns with residents’
evolving needs and priorities.

Residents are encouraged to
complete the CPA Annual Review
survey by March 31 and attend the
public hearing on March 26 to share
their thoughts.

For more information, visit somer-
villema.gov/cpa.
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$10.4 MILLION FOR INTERNET UPGRADES FOR PUBLIC HOUSING

By Bob Katzen

The Healey Administra-
tion announced $10.4 mil-
lion in grants to upgrade
Internet access in some
8,000 public and afford-
able housing across 26

Massachusetts communi-
ties.

The projects will install
modern cabling in each
unit, increasing residents’
access to high-quality,
reliable and affordable

broadband service. The
Residential Retrofit Pro-
gram prioritizes ISPs that
offer affordable quality
service to decrease the
cost of access.

“When residents are bet-

ter connected, it opens a
world of new possibilities
in both their professional
and private lives,” said

Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll.
“The Residential Retrofit
Program is a transforma-
tive investment in com-

munities across the state
and demonstrates Massa-
chusetts’ commitment to
advancing the Internet for
everyone.’

ALLOW REMOTE ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS (H 62)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate
approved and sent to Gov.
Maura  Healey legisla-
tion that would extend,
until June 2027, the cur-
rent law that allows cities
and to offer remote par-
ticipation at public meet-
ings through June 2027.
The option, first adopted
during the COVID-19
pandemic and subsequent
state of emergency, was
due to expire on March

31. The extension applies
to public bodies and rep-
resentative town meetings.

“I voted for this legislation
because it has substan-
tially increased resident
participation and engage-
ment in local government
and has made it easier for
public bodies to manage
their meetings with both
equity and transparency,’
said Sen, Mike Rodrigues
(D-Westport), chair of
the Senate Committee

on Ways and Means. “It’s
been clear from munici-
palities across the com-
monwealth that they want
to continue to offer this
expanded access.”

“I have heard loud and
clear from my colleagues,
and the communities we
represent, that hybrid
meetings have increased
access, engagement and
transparency in local
government,” said Senate
President Karen Spilka

(D-Ashland). “There is no
reason that a family obli-
gation, a car breakdown, a
disability or any other life
circumstance should get
in the way of making your
voice heard on an issue
you care about in your
community.”

“One of the lessons we
learned from the pan-
demic was that using tech-
nology for public meet-
ings expands access and
civic participation across

government,” said House
Speaker Ron Mariano
(D-Quincy). “With this
extension, we are remov-
ing barriers to participa-
tion and residents will
continue to be able to

be active participants in
governmental decisions
remotely”

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS | :
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL

(781) 589-4115

519 ON BROADWAY
~ LUXURY

WLIELE LA HS ARAERIT | ES

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

PLANT

o Dental impiants | Orthodontics | Periadontics
I Sedation Dentistry | Cosmelics

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin

Pe , Dental Implants and IV S

617-591-9888
281 Broadway - Somerville, MA 02145

'I.E* ¥ I'.h\‘;\

HOME IMPROVEMENT

+INTERIOR PAINTING

< EXTERIOR PAINTING

+KITCHEN REMODELING
BATHROOM REMODELING

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING < CARPENTRY WORK
~COMMERCIAL PAINTING +GUTTERS @
+POWER WASHING < ROGFING

+HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

+HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+GENERAL CONTRACTOR

“NEW CONSTRUCTION

/|

508-872-2624

100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702
drbrendan@dentplant.com

234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway,
Nt

Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.
ambridge, Ma. 02
Remote Starters
from $169.99 installed

Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
Range antenna ($50 dollar value) for free Plus
$20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

177227014

1-617-970-9063

Benjaminhomeimprovementma.cont™ 4

CSL LICENSE NO, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO, 196838

- mdgl

THE KEXLES OF GOMERVILLE AND METDFCRD

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap *Pipe Wrap ¢ Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
« Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing AU of New England
Since 1985

- = AN . — %
WE|DELIVER;THE,MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE|ROLLY

"DFF.DUMPSTERIRENTALS)THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND'}

MILLENNIUM ®5TF  MILLENNIUM
2017

= We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5055

WWW.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

www.rhinoroofingandmasonry.com

RHINO ROOFING 5t
& MASUNRV Policy GLSISCTC006815824 Our Website

New Roofs

Roof Repair
Gutters

Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing

Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning

Siding L '
Window Repairs / Replacement ﬂ "

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857—391-5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169 aoo 5‘ @ R
160 Alewife Brook Phwy, Cambridge MA 02138 s 9"249 il
(857)397-5992

1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GLSIS-
CTC006815824

Call for FREE Project Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Patio & Walkway, Retaining Walls, also $50 special on gutter cleaning”
Foundation Repair, Chimney

Repair / Rebuild, Waterproofing, Full remodel interior work carried
Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, out!

Roof Cleaning, Siding, Painting,

Replacement

LICENSE #213124
New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps &
Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing,

Driveway Repair, Paver Driveways, = Carpentry, Window Repairs / RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY  “Free chimney drone inspections
e R ()
o EH L e i‘*HH-.I;" I'- Fie g Rad Fatas
1 T8 . o . = e T : e ¥ Probanicnabs Comrkied
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Heiidenticl and Camenarclal

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Home e rvices

Verani Realty

Mayor Ballantyne Invites Community to Somerville’s Third Annual Civic Day Celebration

Join family-friendly ac-
tivities and games to learn
about local government &
services on Saturday,
April 5

SOMERVILLE - Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne invites
community members to

attend the city’s spring
Civic Day celebration on
Saturday, April 5, from
noon to 4 p.m. at City Hall
(93 Highland Ave.) and on
the City Hall concourse.

Now in its third year,
Civic Day aims to provide
community members of
all ages with fun, interac-
tive

opportunities to celebrate
democracy and learn
about City government,
programs, services, and
ways to get involved.

Visitors can join in a

variety of family-friendly
activities planned by City
departments, including:

Selecting a home a pol-
linator plant plug for your
home garden.

Casting your vote in Cycle
2 of Somerville’s Participa-
tory Budgeting process.

Posing for a photo on a
Somerville Police motor-
cycle.

Taking a tour of City Hall.

Navigating a hazard house
and learn about fire safety

with Somerville Fire De-
partment.

Enjoying local food and
music performed by
Somerville High School
ensembles.

The City Hall concourse
will be closed to vehicular
traffic. Temporary handi-
cap parking will be avail-
able

along Highland Avenue
near the concourse. In the
event of inclement weath-
er, all outdoor activities
will be moved inside to
Somerville High School
(81 Highland Ave.)

Multilingual staff from
the SomerViva: Office of
Immigrant Affairs will be
present to offer language
support for residents who
may need assistance con-
necting with city depart-
ments.

For more information,
please contact Kristine
McNulty at
kmcnulty@somervillema.
gov

or visit
somervillema.gov/civicday
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Photo caption: Our members
are not only from Wake-

field, but also from Medford,
Melrose, Reading, Stoneham,
Danvers, Saugus, Lynnfield and
more!

Lodge members reunited at the
West Side Social Club in March
after a two-month hiatus. It was
a great turnout, and everyone
was glad to see each other.

It was an important meeting
because biennial elections are
coming up, and officers needed
to be nominated.

After that business was taken
care of, the Lodge discussed
upcoming plans for social ac-
tivities, charitable organization
involvement, and finally, the
April Charity auction.

The auction will take place on
Friday April 25, 2025, at St.
Joseph’s parish hall in Wake-
field. Doors open at 6:00 p.m.,
with dinner from Avellino’s at
6:30. Members are coming up
with creative items to auction
or raffle off, and we have many
wonderful donations from local

businesses ,as well.

Last month, we thanked

| some of the businesses that
donated items to the auction.

s Additionally, we want to thank

S Calareso’s Farm and Garden

Center, Christopher’s Restau-

{ rant, Fat Larry’s Sub and Ice

Cream Shop, Half & Half Café,
Reading Town Florist, Reading
House of Pizza, Meraki Medi-
cal Esthetics, The Chocolate
Truffle, and Venetian Moon of
Reading. From North Reading:
Kitty’s Restaurant and East Gate
Liquors.

Thank you to the Wakefield
Bowladrome (of movie fame),
Tania Hair Salon, Morena Cuci-
na Rustica, Mel & Sons Oil,
Fahey Tire and Auto Center,
Dunkin’s (Salem Street store),
Cibo’s Café & Bistro, Mary Kay
Representative Cheryl Car-

roll, Café Italia Trattoria, Billy’s
Roast Beef and Seafood, author

Alison Simcox, Leaf & Ginger
and Tonno's of Wakefield. A
special item this year is an op-
portunity for four people to be
on the viewing stand during
the famous Wakefield Indepen-
dence Day Parade.

Other area businesses who have
donated include Peppino’s of
Melrose, Salon Oasis, Nude
Esthetics of Danvers, North
Shore Music Theater of Beverly,
Hanover Theatre of Worcester,
Manganaro Plumbing & Heat-
ing of Melrose, author Lisa Ma-
rie Rankin, author Jane Healey,
Dom’s Sausage, Colonial Cadil-
lac, Bella Bling, photography
by Tracy, and photography by
Rebecca.

If you are a business or indi-
vidual interested in donating an
item, a service, or a gift certifi-
cate, please contact sharrun19@
yahoo.com.

This charity event is our pri-
mary fundraiser that allows
us to give out scholarships to
graduating high school seniors
each year. It funds the Lodge’s
other philanthropic endeavors
including the Wakefield Food
Pantry, Stoneham Senior Cen-
ter, Wakefield Senior Center,
Wakefield’s Council of Clubs
holiday food baskets, INspire
Cafe, Alzheimer’s Association
and Cooley’s Anemia Founda-
tion.

Tickets are $25 each and can
be reserved by the deadline

of April 17th by contacting
President Paula at wakefieldo-
sia@gmail.com. To learn more
about the Lodge, check out our
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/wakefieldOSIA.

Somerville PorchFest 2025: Important Safety & Event Updates

SOMERVILLE- The Somerville
Arts Council is excited to announce
PorchFest 2025, the citywide live
music event, is returning on Satur-
day, May 10, from 12 to 6 p.m. (rain
date: Sunday, May 11).

To ensure a safe, enjoyable, and well-
organized experience for all, this
year’s event will feature new safety
measures and structural updates
designed to enhance the day for
both performers and residents. All
information is available on somer-
villeartscouncil.org/porchfest

Key Updates & Changes for 2025:

Application Process & Deadline:
Deadline to submit an application is
Thursday, April 10, at 11:59 p.m.
Applying does not guarantee par-
ticipation.

Event Map to Be Issued Early:

A map of the bands and their loca-
tions will be available several weeks
before the event to make it easier for
residents, businesses, and partici-
pants to plan ahead.

Street Limitations:

Streets and locations identified by
the Somerville Fire and Engineering
Departments as being part of a key
safety route will not be able to host
performances.

These safety routes have been identi-
fied to ensure safe pedestrian and
traffic flow as well as emergency
vehicle travel.

Residents on safety routes are en-
couraged to partner with neighbors
on a nearby designated street.

Block Party Submissions:

Block parties must also apply
through Citizen Serve to request a
block party permit.

Applications will be open March
10 - April 10 and will be reviewed
based on the street safety restric-
tions noted above.

Emergency Management Plan:

The Mayor’s Office has convened an
Emergency Management Team to
oversee a central command station
on Porchfest.

This team includes the Police

Chief, Fire Chief, DPW, Emergency
Management Department, and Arts
Council.

Ambassador Volunteer Program:
Volunteers will be stationed
throughout event zones to assist
visitors, direct people to porta-potty
locations, monitor safety, and serve
as points of contact.

Official PorchFest Badges:
Approved porches will receive an
official PorchFest badge that must
be displayed on the day of the event.
Ambassadors will help ensure
compliance.

Additional Information:

Schedule:

Performances will take place in
three two-hour zones across the city:
West of Willow Street: 12-2 p.m.
Willow to Central Street: 2-4 p.m.
East of Central Street: 4-6 p.m.

Event Guidelines & Rules:

To keep PorchFest safe and enjoy-
able for all, please follow these rules:
Be respectful of porch hosts, neigh-
bors, and residents—do not loiter on
non-PorchFest properties

Public alcohol consumption is
prohibited

Use public transportation to reduce

traffic and parking congestion
Stay on sidewalks to allow cars to
pass safely

Use designated porta-potties

Tip the bands (cash or digital) to
support local musicians

The updates to Porchfest’s safety
and organization were shaped with
help from the Porchfest Committee,
composed of five members of the
Somerville community including a
business owner, a resident, a musi-
cian, a Department of Public Works
representative, and a member of the
Arts Council staff.

“PorchFest is one of Somerville’s
most popular events, and to keep
it going strong, we've made some
important safety and sustainabil-
ity updates,” said SAC Director
Gregory Jenkins. “We’re limiting
performances on key emergency
routes and refining the application

process to ensure the event stays safe

and accessible for everyone. These
changes will help PorchFest thrive
for years to come, and we need the
community’s support to make it
happen. I also want to thank the
PorchFest Committee for their help

creating these recommendations,
and everyone who helps bring this
amazing event to life”

History of Porchfest

In 2011, the Somerville Arts Council
launched PorchFest, a citywide
community music event that invites
residents to celebrate local musi-
cians by hosting mini-concerts

on their porches and stoops, or
driveways and yards. Think of it like
Somerville Open Studios, but for
musicians. Rather than a traditional
festival, PorchFest brings neighbors
together to share and enjoy live
music ringing out from porches
across the city.

ORcH

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

a5 | "--!--_...l LA T+

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB
ﬁ Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
resp we've
our $10 discount on
Logan airport rides. W

Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience

Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside
Our Taxis.

Or Place Your Card on File in Our
App!

GREEN CAB

% Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we've extended
our $10 discount on

Logan airport rides. @)

Legal Ad Notice
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THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:

2025-53 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Parking” is amended with the addition of the
following locations: 14 Bond St, 11 Perry St.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!
Call about our 2.5% Savings Program
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144
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)
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Dumpsters, Power Sweeping

and More

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746

MILLENNIUM
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STATE’S FIRST POET LAUREATE
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By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey and the Mass
Cultural Council announced
that the Bay State is now
accepting applications to fill
the new role of Poet Laureate
of Massachusetts.

Gov. Healey created the new
position in February when
she signed an executive or-
der establishing the position.
This honorary position is
designed to promote po-
etry and creative expression
across the state, serve as the
governor’s ambassador of the
arts and inspire the next gen-

eration of writers. The poet
laureate will be eligible for
an honorarium provided by
the Mass Cultural Council.

The Poet Laureate will be
charged with encouraging
the appreciation of po-

etry and creative expression
across Massachusetts, par-
ticipating in public readings
and other statewide literary
and cultural events, compos-
ing poetry for ceremonial
occasions and advising the
Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education
on an outreach program for
schools focused on the cel-

ebration and advancement of
poetry.

“I was proud to sign an
executive order establishing
our first-ever state Poet Lau-
reate,” said Healey. “We're
excited to be opening the ap-
plication so that local poets
from across the state can ap-
ply for this historic position.
This is an opportunity to
spread the gift of poetry, cel-
ebrate the talent in our state,
stoke the fires of imagination
and tell our stories.”

“The Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, the commonwealth’s

state arts agency, believes

in the Power of Culture

and recognizes poetry as

a strong and vital art form
that inspires connection,
fosters empathy and gives
voice to diverse experiences,’
said Mass Cultural Council
Executive Director Michael
Bobbitt. “Poetry has the
unique ability to capture the
essence of human emotion,
challenge perspective and
build bridges between com-
munities. This new voice will
help to enrich our cultural
landscape, remind us of

our rich legacy of profound
writers and strengthen the

creative spirit of the com-
monwealth”

To apply for the position or
for more information go to:
https://massculturalcouncil.
org/artists-art/poet-laureate/
application-process/

Man Arraigned After Posing as Government Agent to Scam Senior out of Over $480,000 of Dollars

NEWTON - Middlesex District Attorney
Marian Ryan and Newton Chief of Police
George McMains have announced that Vishal
Kumar, 23 of Queens, New York has been ar-
raigned on charges of extortion, larceny over
$250 from a person over 60 and conspiracy
for allegedly participating in a scheme to
extort and defraud a 72-year-old Newton
woman out of nearly half a million dollars.

The allegations are that, on or about Decem-
ber 4, 2024, the victim received a telephone
call from indviduals claiming to be agents of
the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). The
callers allegedly told the victim that someone
had opened 22 accounts in her name. They
claimed that she was responsible for $2
million dollars in those accounts, which was
being used in illegal narcotics transactions.
When the victim told the “agents” that she
had not opened the accounts, she was told
that to stop any identity theft, she would have
to transfer all her assets to the United States
Treasury and that she would be given Trea-

sury checks to secure those assets. The victim
was informed that, if she did not cooperate,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
would arrest her.

The victim was subsequently contacted by
another caller claiming to be her “case man-
ager” from the United States Treasury. That
person directed her to transfer her money to
the Treasury by purchasing gold bars, after
which, her social security number would be
changed and her money returned. She was
directed to buy gold bars and deliver them to
couriers at times and locations specified by
the caller.

Fearing arrest, over the next month, the
victim liquidated hundreds of thousands
of dollars from her retirement account to
purchase gold bars. On two separate occa-
sions the victim delivered to a courier sent
by the scammers. On December 17, she
delivered 12 bars of gold worth approxi-
mately $342,000 and then again on December
24, she delivered three bars of gold worth
approximately $88,955.43. On December
26, the victim also wired $49,755 to a bank

account at the direction of the scammers. The
victim was instructed that her gold would be
secured by Treasury checks. Although she
was sent images from the “agents,” which they
represented to be Treasury checks, the victim
ultimately lost over $480,000.

Ultimately, the victim’s family learned about
what the victim was being coerced into doing
and reported it to law enforcement. After law
enforcement learned of the scheme, a sting
operation was conducted. An undercover
officer posed as the victim and delivered a
package, which was supposed to contain
$165,000 in gold bars, to the defendant, who
first confirmed the code-word given to the
victim by the imposter posting as federal
agent on the telephone. After the defendant
confirmed the code-word and took posses-
sion of the package, he was arrested by New-
ton Police detectives and special agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The United
States Secret Service later confirmed that the
images of the checks were counterfeit.

“This elaborate scheme illustrates several
common aspects of these financial scams. The

defendant and his alleged co-conspirators
used multiple points of contact to build trust,
they posed as official government agents,
assigned a ‘case worker’ in an effort to appear
helpful to the victim and even created fake
documents to serve as receipts. Additionally,
the perpetrators sought to strike fear in the
victim, using the threat of criminal prosecu-
tion to pressure her into making huge finan-
cial payments,” said District Attorney Ryan.
“These scams thrive in secrecy. Fortunately,
in this case, the victim and her family were
able to enlist the help of law enforcement
within a fairly short period of time which put
a stop to this exploitation but not before the
victim suffered a staggering loss of nearly half
amillion dollars”

Vishal Kumar was indicted by a Middlesex
County Grand Jury on Feb. 26, 2025. At his
arraignment Kumar was ordered held in lieu
of $500,000 cash bail. The next date in this
case is April 2, 2025 for scheduling.

This case was investigated by the Middlesex
District Attorney’s Office, Newton Police
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The

investigation into the role of co-conspirators
is ongoing.

If you are a victim of fraud or attempted
fraud you can report it to the FBI Internet
Crime Complaint Center (IC3.gov). For more
information and tips view the FBI Fraud
Alert here: https://www.ic3.gov/Outreach/
Brochures/IC3-Fraud-Alert.pdf.

The prosecutor assigned to this case is Gra-
ham Van Epps. The victim witness advocate
is Leia Kaplan.

COCO FLOW STYLE

BARBER SHOP

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”

(857)233-6748

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70
 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847
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$5.7 MILLION FOR FARMLAND PRESERVATION

By Bob Katzen
Environmental Affairs
Secretary Rebecca Tepper
announced the granting
of $5.7 million in fund-
ing for farmland pres-
ervation. The funding is

aimed at protecting 400
acres of farmland through
the state’s Agricultural
Preservation Restriction
(APR) Program. Another
$500,000 will be granted
to help existing Massachu-

setts APR farmers restore
land that was previously
unsuitable for farming.

“Massachusetts farmers
are some of the strongest
and most resilient people

I've met,” said Tepper. “Be-
tween extreme weather,
high costs and now a tarift
war, our farmers deserve
our support more than
ever. Our programs are
designed to keep existing

farms strong and revive
unused land for farming.
This means better food
security and a healthier
environment for everyone
in Massachusetts.”

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com
www.medfordnewsweekly.com

i

sy o

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR GONDIT!ONING & REFRIGERATION
= NLANDOVER, WA

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.
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Crime Log
3M1/25 - 3117/25

HTTPS://WWW.SOMERVILLEPD.COM/PUBLIC-SAFETY-NEWS

Residential Breaking and
Entering

25013820: On 3/13/25 at
approximately 8:59 AM,
Somerville Police responded
to a residence on Concord
Ave for report of a past
breaking and entering. Upon
arrival, officers spoke with
the victim who stated his
bicycle and electric scooter
were stolen from the com-
mon basement area.

Assault

25013665: On 3/12/25 at
approximately 12:50 PM,
Somerville Police took a
lobby report regarding a past
assault. The victim stated she
was at her workplace and
was assaulted by a co-worker
during an argument.

Arrest
25014486: On 3/16/25 at

approximately 3:38 PM,
Somerville Police responded
to the area of 771 McGrath
Hwy for report of shots fired.
Upon arrival, officers located
five spent shell casings in

the area of 11 Blakeley Ave.
Officers then spoke with a
witness who stated he heard
loud bangs then observed

a male party walking down
Cross St toward Blakeley
Ave. Shortly after, officers lo-
cated a male party matching
the description and located a
handgun in his backpack. He
was placed under arrest.

Arrest

25014132: On 3/14/25 at
approximately 4:16 PM,
Somerville Police responded
to a residence on Elm St for
a past breaking and entering.
Upon arrival, officers spoke
with the victim who stated
she was in her bedroom

and observed a male party
staring at her. She yelled at
him and the male fled out

of the house. Officers were
then given a suspect descrip-
tion and located the male in
a nearby business. He was
then placed under arrest.

Assault

25014139: On 3/14/25 at
approximately 7:18 PM,
Somerville Police responded
to a residence on Foley St for
report of a past assault. Upon
arrival, officers spoke with
the victim who stated she got
into an argument with her
co-worker two days prior
and was assaulted by her.

Residential Breaking and
Entering

25014305: On 3/15/25 at
approximately 6:11 PM,
Somerville Police responded
to a residence on Broadway

for report of a past breaking
and entering. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with the
victim who stated numerous
documents were missing
from her apartment.

Other Crimes:
« 2 Vandalisms
« 1 Bike Theft
e 1 MV Theft
1 Car Break

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REFAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

Give what you can, Take what you need

Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook
and please join the group!

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of
Somerville is overwhelming.

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

in Union Square.
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

ABE 5, MANSOUR

258 BROADWAY

K“*> Blessing Backpack Checklist </

BASICS:

_Wool beame {hat}
Smart wool socks

_ Glowes

__ Scarf

FOOD & DRINK

__ Quality instant coffes
__Tea

__ Energy drink

__ Beef jerky

__ Dwied fruit

__ Fruit leathers

___ Trail mix

_ Muts

__ Granola bars

__ Protein poveder packets
__ Restaurant gift cards

HELP THEM COMNECT
_Journal & pen

___ Stationary

__ Stamps

__ Pre-paid phone card

TOILETRIES

_ Mulli-purpose wapses
Chagpstick

__ Facial vapes

_ Mupisturizer

__ Comin
Toothbrush & tooth paste

__ Grooming kit

SURVIVAL

_ First aid kit

__ Water bottle wath built in filter
___ Heat-pack

__ Muli-purpose ool

TREATS

_ Ehocolates

__ Fruit snacks

__ Cookie snack packs

__ Candy {indnidually wrapped)
__ Mints

___ Chewang gum

SPLURGE:
__ Starbucks gift card
__ Compact reusable bag

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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By Bob Katzen

The Registry of Motor Ve-
hicles reminds Bay State
residents that beginning
on May 7, 2025, people
traveling by plane domes-
tically or entering certain
federal facilities will need

a Registry-issued REAL
ID-compliant driver’s
license or ID, or a valid
passport.

The Registry strongly en-
courages everyone seeking
a REAL ID-compliant li-
cense or ID card to go on-

line at Mass.Gov/REALID
to learn what documents
are needed for a required
in-person appointment.
Appointments to upgrade
to REAL ID are available
now, and several RMV
service centers offer Satur-
day appointments. Cus-

tomers who already have a
compliant credential may
renew online as long as
they have not had a name
change.

“May 7th is almost here,
and we remind everyone
to check your wallets and

make sure you and your
family members have the
credentials that you need,
depending on your travel
plans,” said Registrar

of Motor Vehicles Col-
leen Ogilvie. “We want

to make sure everyone is
cleared for takeoff. “

Elliott Murphy’s Infinity Goes There and Beyond 52 albums and going strong

Joe Viglione

“Granny Takes a Trip” opens
this extraordinary 52nd
album from Elliott Murphy
merging Roger Maris and
Richard Harris in a quasi-
rap-meets-folk, perhaps the
psychedelia after effect of
Woodstock concert goers
now grandparents, it is fun
and different. “Red Moon
over Paris” has Beatles ele-
ments for its opening, and
grows dark with the twilight
ending and Murphy indulg-
ing John Cale meets Leon-
ard Cohen. It’s a tremendous
chorus over the poetry-
meets-song verses.

The press release notes:
INFINITY was recorded at
Murmure studio in Paris
with Elliott’s musical part-
ner and virtuoso guitarist
Olivier Durand as well as
Australian Melissa Cox (vio-
lin) and Alan Fatras (cajon

et percussion) with the ad-
dition of acclaimed double
bassist Gerard McFadden
(Opéra national de Paris) on
Fetch Me Water. Keyboards,
electric bass and drum pro-
gramming were handled by
Gaspard Murphy. The 3rd of
nine songs, “Baby Boomers
Lament” referencing David
Bowie, 007, Lou Reed, the
Rolling Stones over a rhyth-
mic quiet stomp, is as easy to
absorb as the other six musi-
cal essays. Smart guitar on
Lament makes it a hidden
gem here with Murphy’s vo-
cals working to good effect
over the entire journey.
When I asked Ian Hunter

to go through each tune,
having a series called “Going
track by track,” Ian felt it was
half the fun for the audience
to figure it out, paraphrasing
him here. Yet with “The Lion
in Winter” it is compelling
to try to figure the artist and
his state of mind out. The

pretty melodies would fit
nicely in the 1968 film of the
same name featuring Kath-
erine Hepburn and Peter
O’Toole, or perhaps even the
2003 film with Glenn Close.
“Fetch Me Water” is three
minutes and thirty-three
seconds of a song that
would fit perfectly on a
Doug Kershaw album while
“Three Shadows,” at 3:21 has
Murphy putting his array of
thoughts into a pop struc-
ture. Another composition
perfect for film, this is all
Elliott Murphy with musical
twists and turns over simple
chord changes. It’s a stellar
piece of work.

Suddenly the album rocks
out with the two and a half
minute “Makin’ It Real”
with the singer’s opinion on
things past and present. It’s
softer rock and roll Jonathan
Richman would appreciate,
toned down yet still effec-
tive. “Night Surfing” at 2:33

is the perfect follow-up to
the preceding tune, pretty
melodies. Neo-Barouque
with folksy elements. It’s
beautiful and with the track-
ing like this it almost feels
like a concert playing out
over each selection. The little
over two minute “Count My
Blessings” is a good disci

pline and admonition to
listeners to be thankful for
things that they’ve got - like
this disc.

Joe Viglione is also on Sub-
stack:
https://joeviglione.substack.
com/

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner
0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WH&S

Construction Group

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

‘ ~ (DINEINONLY)

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

(.5 I‘ig iq.fu [q.fic; s

NG/PRAYSMAN

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
TEAM AWARD WINNER

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com
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Somerville Class of 2025 Invited to Apply for Municipal Scholarship Opportunity

Seven scholarships available to  Somerville Municipal Scholar-  To qualify for consideration, a profile and answer three short
Somerville residents currently ship Committee are students must be in high essay questions here:
graduating in the Class 0of 2025  reminding Somerville residents  school, a resident of the City of =~ somervillema.gov/somerville-
graduating high school in 2025  Somerville municipal-scholarship-2025
Application Period closes to apply now for seven munici-  at the time the financial aid is or call 311 (617-666-3311) for
March 31, 2025 pal scholarship opportunities. awarded, and be accepted to more information.
Selected applicants will receive ~ an accredited post-secondary
$1,000 to help with post-sec- institution.
SOMERVILLE- Mayor Katjana  ondary education expenses.
Ballantyne and the City of To apply, students can complete

Somerville/Medford Remembering Elizabeth M. (Horan) McLean

Obituary Relatives and friends are
McLean, Elizabeth M. A Funeral Mass will be respectfully invited to at-
(Horan) Of Somerville, celebrated in St. John tend.

passed away on Saturday,  the Evangelist Church,
March 22, 2025 surround- 2254 Massachusetts Ave Services will conclude

ed by her loving family. Cambridge, MA 02140 with interment at Wood-
She was 102 years young.  at 11:00AM on Monday, lawn Cemetery, Everett.
March 31st. Please meet \ T
Complete obit to be directly at church. - v 4
posted. ,j" h- gl \

10% off when you Century Masonry & Waterproofing

mention this ad! CENTURY I ||||I. I
Call 781-990-9105 Sty S
or email IINLLLL AL S | WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT
centurymasonryma@ ' st & o STOP LEAKS
o iy P A T Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-9105

gmail.com

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
www.centu YINasSONnTry imda. Conim
781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Verani Realty
Residential

51 Pettee St, Unit 47, Newton, MA

‘Luster & Van Stry Team
368 Highland Ave
f Somerville, MA 02144

h

L | Jack.Lister@verani.com

"rf / Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

Jack Lister The Sunshine Kids .

. = = _ Joanne Van Stry
7 Percy Rd, Lexington, MA 617-438-2460 781-507-1954

e

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA 35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA

e

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

e
g e St

diabin Sorviom = [nperienoed 1 Beflainds + Lot sy vt

"MGIW«M-Smoofher .S.Inc{_e 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-9174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

¢ Speak to Qur Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining

, Wialls, Foundation Repair, Chimmey Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

ull ramodael imtarior work carriad out!
¢ RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRCTION LLC
| B57-228-G6B2
1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-001887%3-00 213083

Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

Davis Square - 4 Family - %1.27534

sf‘ﬁ'
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development

7Y

R 7>
-l

(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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«
S Yagner

floral Designs

Floral Designs

508 Somerville Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

617-764-1428 wagnerfloraldesigns.com
wagnerfloraldesigns.com
mention this ad (6 ]- 7) 764' 1428
m nerFlor ign: 107 ofF : :
e o e e e e 508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA

— 3 |
,a-.-.:l'

Jerry’s Liquor Mart Fo'as

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410 ; = iy

Hours: - _ -y~ - »
Monday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm -
Tuesday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Thursday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Saturday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

e BARNESZNOBLE o
SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE amazoncom
@<kvhraz e
WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFE BARSTAFF

WE ARE
HIRING!

T Kilehen, WailsialT

andl Bar Stall

&& |||il|||||r L
awwl b st ol 1
STORE INC rily s mer bl =t

617 623 3957

2l Wikl 4 ki

siafiie Ml e

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM

o
Deog o cpawme gt 515 Bpagsay
-l-l_.i:l'lll - I‘lh £ 1]
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT

—

=
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
- Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,
Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




