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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.
Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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#1 Local News Source!
We're working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with
Local Somerville/Medford News!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB

Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

GREEN CAB

-

ELLOW CAB

GREEN CAB

YELLOW CAB

% Medford High School Sefthall
Sponsor Packages 2023

Please complete all the information requested below:
Business Name,

Address (StreeUCity/Zip)

Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball

M ation in affiliation with Medford High School. our
tax

e (0 MIHS ViarsityS
Dea work / logos is March 7th for full season exposure, any
Tate submission banners will be hung starting tournament weekend.
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Marie Lucille Frongillo (Romano)

Obituary

Marie Lucille Frongillo (Ro-
mano), Of Medford, a beloved
wife, mother, and grandmoth-
er, passed away peacefully at
home at the age of 82. Born
on December 13, 1943, she
was the cherished daughter

of Salvatore and Rose (Cerio)
Romano.

Marie graduated from Somer-
ville High School in 1960 and

went on to have a successful
career as a legal secretary

at the prestigious Boston

law firm Choate, Hall, and
Stewart. It was through her
late sister-in-law, Rosemary
Brown, that Marie met the
love of her life, Michael Fron-
gillo. Together, they shared
over 61 years of marriage,
filled with love, companion-
ship, and unwavering support
for one another.

A woman of many talents,
Marie was known for her
green thumb and deep pas-
sion for gardening. She found
joy in nurturing plants and
creating beautiful outdoor
spaces. A dedicated sports
fan, she was an ardent fol-
lower of the Boston Red Sox
and enjoyed watching little

league baseball games. Marie
enjoyed watching the football
games, cheering along side
with her beloved husband.

Marie was a lover of chal-
lenges, particularly crossword
puzzles and brain teasers,
which she enjoyed solving in
her spare time. Her culinary
skills were legendary, and her
home was always a warm,
welcoming place where family
and friends gathered to enjoy
her delicious meals and the
love she so freely gave.

Above all, Marie will be
remembered for her gener-
ous spirit, kindness, and the
deep love she shared with her
family and friends. Her legacy
will live on in the hearts of all
who knew her, and she will be

deeply missed by all who had
the privilege of her presence
in their lives.

Beloved wife of 61 years to
Michael Frongillo. Devoted
mother of Mark Frongillo and
his wife Siobhan of Medford,
and Kristine Williams and her
husband John of Medford.
Cherished grandmother of
Michael and Megan Frongillo
and Mikayla nad Makenzie
Williams. Dear sister of the
late Concetta “Tina” Ranieri.
Her love also extended to her
grandpets Sadie, Cooper and
Kiki. Also survived by many
loving nieces and nephews.

A funeral procession will
be held on Monday, Febru-
ary 17th from the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home 855

Broadway (Powder House
SQ.) Somerville at 9:00AM.
Followed by a funeral mass
celebrated in St. Raphael
Church, 512 High St., Med-
ford at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held
on Sunday from 1:00PM to
4:00PM.

Services will conclude with
interment at Oak Grove Cem-
etery, Medford.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made in Marie’s
name to Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute, PO Box 849168,
Boston, MA 02284-9168.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Nancy B. Quinlan

Obituary

Nancy B. Quinlan Of Med-
ford, formally of Somerville
passed away after a brief
illness on Friday, February 7,
2025, at the age of 82. Born
in Cambridge, she was the
daughter of the late Eli and
Irene (Walsh) Marks.

Known affectionately as
“Mom” or “Nana” to anyone
who met her, she had a gift

for making people feel loved
and welcome. Her infectious
laughter was her trademark,
and her presence could light
up any room.

Nancy thoroughly enjoyed
cooking and hosting for
her friends and family and
spending time entertaining.

Nancy also loved spending
time with her girlfriends
whether it was a day of shop-
ping or having lunch at her
favorite restaurants.

Nancy’s love for life brought
her so much joy.

She enjoyed cruising and
going on vacations and
travelling to Saranac Lake,

NY to visit her sister and her
family.

Her children and grandchil-
dren were her pride and joy.
Watching them achieve their
dreams filled her heart with
happiness.

Nancy had a long career as
a lab assistant at Harvard
University, where she was
known for her work ethic
and kindness.

Above all, her family was her
greatest treasure, and she
took immense pride in their
accomplishments.

Beloved mother of Mi-
chael Quinlan and his
wife Michele of Billerica,

Mark Quinlan and his wife
Michele of Medford, Scott
Quinlan and his wife Vicki
of Medford and Kerry
Mahoney and her husband
John of Dover, NH. Devoted
grandmother of Mikayla,
Miranda, Danielle, Ryan, Ty-
ler, Cameron, Kaylee, Jason,
Sarah, Shawn, Michael and
Melissa. Cherished great-
grandmother of 4. Dear
sister of Norma Blacker, Wil-
liam Marks and the late Jean
Frizzell and Robert Marks.
Former wife of the late James
Quinlan and long time part-
ner of the late James Buckley.
Also survived by many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.

A funeral procession will
be held on Saturday Febru-

ary 15 from the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home 855
Broadway (Powder House
Sq.) Somerville at 10:00AM.

Followed by a graveside
service at Mount Auburn
Cemetery, Cambridge at
11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Calling hours will be held
on Friday from 3:00PM to
7:00PM. A prayer service
will be conducted in the
funeral home at 6:30PM.

Services will conclude with
interment at Mt. Auburn
Cemetery, Cambridge.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Rose M. (Perkins) Caterino

Obituary

Rose M. (Perkins) Caterino,
of Somerville, passed away
on Thursday, February 6,
2025, at the age of 84. Born
in Cambridge and raised

in Somerville, she was the
daughter of the late Rose G.
(Savina) Perkins.

Rose lived a full and vibrant
life, filled with a love for ad-

venture and family. She had
a deep passion for travel-
ing, particularly enjoying
cruises with her loved ones.
The open sea and the joy of
exploring new destinations
brought her immense hap-
piness. Rose also had a love
for trying her luck at the
casino, often found playing
the slots or enjoying a game
of bingo.

Above all, Rose cherished
her family. Her greatest
pride and joy were her
children, grandchildren,
and beloved great-grand-
daughter. Her face would
light up every time she was
surrounded by her family,
and they were the center of
her world. Rose was also
known for her cooking; her
family eagerly awaited the

holidays, where she would
prepare all of their favorite
dishes with love and care.
She will be remembered
for her warmth, generos-
ity, and the love she shared
with everyone who knew
her. Rose’s legacy will live
on through her cherished
family and the memories
they hold dear.

Beloved wife of the late
Angelo “Sonny” Caterino.
Devoted mother of Linda
Caterino of Somerville,
Anthony “Tony” Caterino
and his wife Danielle of
Medford, and Brian Cater-
ino and his wife Laurieann
of Daytona Beach, Fla.
Cherished grandmother
of Kristin Tuccinardi and
her husband Anthony

of Somerville, Nicholas

Caterino and his fiance
Lauren Clark of Whiteman,
and Matthew Caterino and
his girlfriend Rachel Rizzo
of Hopedale. Loving great-
grandmother of Ava Tucci-
nardi. Dear sister of the late
Jean Barrett. Also survived
by many loving nieces and
nephews.

A funeral procession will
be held on Friday, February
14th from the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home 855
Broadway (Powder House
Sq.) Somerville at 9:00AM.
Followed by a funeral mass
celebrated in St. Anthony
Church 12 Properzi Way,
Somerville at 10:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held
on Thursday from 4:00PM
to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude
with interment at Mount
Auburn Cemetery, Cam-
bridge.

In lieu of flower’s memo-
rial contributions may be
made in Ros€’s name to the
American Heart Associa-
tion PO Box 840692,Dal-
las, TX 75284 American
Heart Association PO Box
840692,Dallas, TX 7528 or
The National Kidney Foun-
dation..
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BROADER BACKGROUND CHECKS (H 57)

The House 26-125, rejected
an amendment that would

expand the background
checks that the state must
conduct on emergency as-
sistance shelter applicants by
mandating universal crimi-
nal background checks that
include criminal records at

ing for emergency assistance
housing benefits to disclose
3| prior criminal convictions
and calls for CORI checks
to be conducted prior to
placement, these checks are
limited to crimes commit-

ot ted in Massachusetts;” said
®  amendment sponsor Rep.

the state, federal and inter-
national levels; immigration
or residency status; and
presence on international
or domestic criminal watch
lists.

“While the underlying bill
requires individuals apply-

Brad Jones (R-North Read-
ing). “If we are serious about
keeping dangerous criminals
out of the shelter system,
then we need to strengthen
the background check
requirement and mandate
more comprehensive uni-
versal background checks
that will disclose criminal

records not only at the state
level, but also at the federal
and international levels”

Rep. Michael Day (D-Stone-
ham) said that the amend-
ment was an attempted
Republican “backdoor” to
“strangle our emergency
shelter law altogether and
kill it from within” He said
the background checks the
amendment would require
would also check the educa-
tion backgrounds of ap-
plicants, credit scores and
financial information.

“Now we want to find out

the credit-worthiness of a
young family applying for
emergency shelter;” said

Day. He sarcastically asked if
this credit check was going
to make the shelters and
residents safer — finding
out what Kohl’s thinks about
their ability to get a credit
card”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
broader background checks.
A “No” vote is against them.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No Rep.
Paul Donato No Rep. Erika
Uyterhoeven No

$425 MILLION FOR SHELTER SYSTEM (H 57)

By Bob Katzen

The House 126-26, ap-
proved and sent to the
Senate a fiscal 2025
supplemental budget that
includes $425 million to
fund the state’s family
shelter system and make
some changes to tighten
eligibility. The vote was
almost strictly along party
lines with all Repubicans
voting against it and all
but two Democrats voting
for it. The Democrats say
the measure makes major
reforms while the GOP
says the bill does not go
far enough.

“From the beginning of
the shelter system crisis,
the House has worked to
reform the emergency
assistance program to en-
sure that it remains finan-
cially viable,” said House

Speaker Ron Mariano
(D-Quincy). “That’s why
the House led the effort to
cap the maximum length
of stay, and to require job
training programs for
folks in the shelter system,
reforms that this supple-
mental budget builds on.
By creating stricter eligi-
bility requirements, along
with increased security
measures, this supple-
mental budget is the latest
iteration of the House’s
continued commitment
to protecting vulnerable
children and families in
Massachusetts in a fiscally
sustainable manner”

“Over the past several
years, as the population of
the emergency shelter sys-
tem has grown, the House
has attempted to uphold
the commonwealth’s

right to shelter law while

also being mindful of the
long-term fiscal sustain-
ability of the program,”
said Rep. Aaron Michle-
witz (D-Boston), Chair

of the House Committee
on Ways and Means. “The
reforms contained in this
bill will ensure that right
to shelter is maintained by
further capping the length
of stay and verifying eli-
gibility, while also enact-
ing stricter background
checks on those who enter
the shelter system to bet-
ter protect the families
who need these services
the most”

“I voted against [the bill]
because Massachusetts
cannot continue pouring
taxpayer money into the
emergency shelter system
without implementing
real, lasting reforms,” said
Rep. Steven Xiarhos (R-

Barnstable). “As a former
police officer with 40 years
of experience, I know
firsthand how proper
criminal background
checks should be conduct-
ed, and the simple CORI
check outlined in this bill
doesn’t even come close.
Without comprehensive
background screenings

at the state, federal and
international levels, we
risk compromising pub-
lic safety and failing to
protect the communities
we serve.

“Though there were

some small reforms to

the shelter system, they
were only temporary and
fell far short of what was
necessary to address the
problems associated with
the program,” said Rep.
Joseph McKenna (R-Sut-
ton). “Without substantial

and permanent reforms,
many of which were
proposed by Republican
amendments that were
unfortunately rejected
out of hand without even
cursory consideration,
this was not a bill that
will adequately address
the long-term financial
stability of the EA shelter
program, so was not a bill
I could support.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
bill. A “No” vote is against
it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

Black History Month Event In Somerville

Black History Month
Event In Somerville
February 11, 2025 the-
somervillenewsweekly
Leave a comment Edit

The annual Community
Gospel Choir Concert in
honor of Black History
Month will take place
Sunday, February 23, 5 pm

at the Somerville Com-
munity Baptist Church,
31 College Avenue, Davis
Square in Somerville.

This event is free and all
ages are welcome.

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Superior Air

Conditioning

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

l"” Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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REDUCE FUNDING FROM $425 MILLION TO $200 MILLION

By Bob Katzen

The House 26-126 rejected
an amendment that would
reduce funding for the
emergency assistance shel-
ter program from $425
million to $200 million.

“The emergency assistance
shelter program continues
to cost the state’s taxpay-
ers approximately $1
billion annually, which

is not sustainable with-
out implementing sub-

stantive reforms to help
reduce costs and promote
greater transparency,

said amendment sponsor
Rep. Brad Jones (R-North
Reading). “The State Au-
ditor is currently conduct-
ing a comprehensive audit
of the Executive Office

of Housing and Livable
Communities, including
the emergency shelter
system, which should
help to identify ways to
improve efficiency, while
recent changes in immi-

gration laws at the federal
level should help to lower
costs by reducing the
number of people coming
to Massachusetts seeking
shelter. By reducing the
shelter program’s funding
allocation to $200 million,
the state can continue to
provide core services to
Massachusetts residents in
need while allowing addi-
tional time to see how the
recent changes will impact
enrollment.”

Rep. Aaron Michlewitz
(D-Boston) said he is un-
der no illusion that if the
House approves this re-
duction, the Republicans
will actually vote for the
bill itself. He noted that
reforms we're implement-
ing in the bill are major
and the House needs to
give the Healey adminis-
tration time to see these
through. He argued that
the bill allows the state to
get through the remainder
of the fiscal year, and dur-

ing the upcoming fiscal
2026 budget debate in
April we can see how the
reforms are going and if
we have to make changes.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
reduction to $200 million.
A “No” vote is against the
reduction.)

Rep. Christine Barber No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Paul Donato No Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven No

Somerville/Medford Remembering Vera Marie D’Angeli (Jennings)

It is with great sadness
Vera Marie D’Angeli (Jen-

nings) passed away peace-
tully on February 5, 2025.
Vera was predeceased by
her parents Evelyn and
Harold Jennings.

Beloved wife of the late
Elidio D’Angeli. Loving
mother of Ronald, Cyn-
thia, Cheryl and Chris-
tine. She is the beloved

Grandmother of ten
grandchildren and five
great grandchildren. Dear
sister of Glendon and
Donald and predeceased
by Dorothy, Norma,
Vernon and Jimmy Jen-
nings. She also has several
nieces and nephews. Born
in 1936 in Martinon, St.
John, New Brunswick,

Canada. She moved to
Medford / Somerville
Ma. after marrying Elidio
D’Angeli. She worked for
Somerville Lumber until
they closed and then be-
came a crossing guard for
the East Somerville Com-
munity School filling her
days with joy. She spent
her free time enjoying her

grandchildren and great
grand children. She will be
forever in our hearts and
missed by all who knew
her. Heaven has been
blessed with an angel.

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER
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Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, Ma 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin

CommanderVFWFes (002 gmailoom

Contact Us
%, 888-3POWER4

& www.beaconenergy.net

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating

and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our

website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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” Maffa Way/Mystic Avenue
Bridge

Superstructure Replacements
Project

Public Information Meetings

What is happening?

MassDOT is hosting two in-per-
son Public Information Meetings
on February 24 in Charlestown
and February 26 in Somerville.
The project team will provide an
overview of upcoming revisions
to traffic alignments, bike paths
and bus lanes at Lombardi Street,
as well as an update on plans for
Phase 2 construction and the
Orange Line shutdown in May
2025. The meetings will feature a
presentation after which attend-
ees will have the opportunity to
ask questions and provide com-
ments. Identical information will
be presented at each meeting.

How will this affect you?

The Maffa Way/Mystic Avenue
Bridge Superstructure Replace-
ments Project is replacing two
deteriorated bridge superstruc-
tures that carry vehicles and
pedestrians over the MBTA’s
Orange Line and Commuter Rail
in Boston and Somerville. This
construction project will also
improve public safety and the re-
liability of critical infrastructure
in a high-traffic corridor. Visit
http://www.mass.gov/MaftaMys-
tic for more information.

Maffa Way/Mystic Avenue Bridge
Superstructure Replacements Project

Public Information Meetings
What is happening?

MassDOT is hosting two in-person Public Information Meetings on February 24 in Charlestown
and February 26 in Somerville. The project team will provide an overview of upcoming
revisions to traffic alignments, bike paths and bus lanes at Lombardi Street, as well as an
update on plans for Phase 2 construction and the Orange Line shutdown in May 2025 The
meetings will feature a presentation after which attendees will have the opportunity to ask
questions and provide comments_ Identical information will be presented at each meeting.

How will this affect you?

The Malffa Way/Mystic Avenue Bridge Superstructure Replacements Project is replacing two
deteriorated bridge superstructures that cammy vehicles and pedesirians over the MBTA's
Orange Line and Commuter Rail in Boston and Somerville. This construction project will also
improve public safety and the reliability of critical infrastructure in a high-traffic cormidor. Visit
www mass_goviMalffa fic for more information.

Somerville

When
February 26, 2025 at 6:00 PM

Charlestown

When
February 24, 2025 at 6:00 PM

Where

Schrafft's City Center, Café (1% Floor)
529 Main Sireet

Charlestown, MA 02129

Where

Somenville Central Public Library
79 Highland Ave,

Somerville, MA 02143

in the event of inclement weather, a canceflation notice will be posted at www.mass. gov/orgsfhighway-divisionevents.

To ensure its meetings are accessible, MassDOT reasonably provides: transiation, interpretabon,
(51, modifications, accommeodations, altemative formats, and auwliary aids and services. To request such

sernvices, please contact MassDOT s Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer at 857-368-8580 or
MassDOT CvilRights@dot state ma ys. For adequate time fo process such request, please make them as
early as possible, ideally 10-15 days prior to the event.

Project inquiries may also be emailed to: MassDOTMaffaMystici@dot state ma us

Please submit any written statements regarding the proposed undertaking to: Carrie A. Lavallee, P.E., Chief
Engineer, MassDOT, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, Attention: MAJOR PROJECTS, DOT PROJECT
NO. 119537

COMMUNITY GOSPEL CONCERTS CELEBRATE THEIR 20TH YEAR

By Barbara Allys

“I love getting people

of different ages and
backgrounds together to
sing,” says Stacie Clayton,
founder and director of
the annual Community
Gospel Choir concerts,
which have been held in
honor of Black History
Month almost every Feb-
ruary since 2005.

ford’s Chevalier Theater,
and at churches in Med-
ford, Norwood, and other
nearby towns. “This event
is free and entertaining for
all ages,” Clayton says.

The singers in these
joyful, spirited concerts
are of all races and back-
grounds, and come from
Somerville, Medford,
Cambridge, Boston and
other local communities.
The only requirements

for performing in these
yearly concerts are the
enjoyment of singing with
other people and a love for
gospel music.

Clayton, who is originally
from Jamaica and came
to the U.S. at age 18, has
helped lead the weekly
music program at the
Somerville Community
Baptist Church since 1994.
She explains that in order
to reach a wide audience,
the Community Gospel
concerts have been held
in a variety of locations
over the years, including
Tufts University, Med-

from the Davis Square T-
station. The theme of this
year’s concert is “Heaven.”
The singers will be accom-
panied by an ensemble of
professional jazz musi-
cians and the concert will
be emceed by Medford’s
former Poet Laureate
Terry E. Carter. For more
information, see http://
www.ilovescbc.org

This year’s Community
Gospel Choir concert
will take place Sunday,
February 23, 5 pm at the
Somerville Community
Baptist Church, 31 Col-
lege Avenue, two blocks

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

MNew Rcels, Roof Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basements, Tuckpointing,
Driveway Fepain, Paver Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Fietaining
‘Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

HIC Rregisiration

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00 213093

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure - nni :
' # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor____ I o e
| ' 45 gﬁ{[ @0‘1&#&?@ (vailable { )
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Fully Insured
Lic # 28182

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145

| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC

_ SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

1-800-436-5980

Direct: 781-858-8314
Fax: 781-396-1084

Office: 781-396-4192
617-623-6459

@ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net BEB

BBB
www.snakeitaway.net ——
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE(781)658 0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from

Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to

perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE

617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha

B1F-2B5-0522

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

(WANTED

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs
Roof Repair
Gutters
Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing
Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding
Painting
Carpentry
Window Repairs / Replacement

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857-397-5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169

“___v Alewife Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

Google
Customer Reviews

$108 MILLION FOR MASSACHUSETTS IN SETTELEMENT WITH PURDUE PHARMA

Bob Katzen

Attorney General Andrea
Campbell announced that
she, along with a biparti-

san coalition of states and
other parties, has reached

a $7.4 billion settlement in
principle with members of
the Sackler family and their
company, Purdue Pharma
for their instrumental role in
creating the opioid crisis. Up
to $108 million of the settle-
ment funds will be distrib-
uted to Massachusetts.

The suit says that under the
Sacklers’ leadership, Purdue
invented, manufactured
and aggressively marketed
opioid products for decades,
perpetuating waves of ad-
diction and overdose deaths

across the commonwealth
and country.

“The Sackler family will
forever be remembered as

a symbol of greed, profiting
off pain to destroy countless
lives across the common-
wealth and country;” said
Campbell. “While this settle-
ment cannot bring back the
lives lost, it will bring in
much-needed funds to begin
to remediate the damage
and ensure that the Sacklers
can be held accountable for
the lasting devastation they
have caused. I am incred-
ibly grateful to the families
who turned their pain into
purpose to inform our work
in this space”




The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly Tuesday February 11th, 2025 11

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line:America’s Favorite Teacher

Dear Billy T and Somerville/
Medford News Weekly Speakup
Line,

Thank you for taking the time
to learn about my story.

Local teacher here! I entered
the ‘America’s Favorite Teacher’
contest run by Reader’s Digest
this past fall aftering seeing the
contest advertised online.

After submitting my initial
application, I then was hand se-
lected months later (along with
19 other teachers across the
USA) to run officially for the
grand prize: 25k, trip to Hawaii,
aspread  in RD and Bill
Nye, Americas favorite science
teacher will meet my students.

I spent a year teaching in
Madrid. Upon my return, I
received tenureship working

at Littleton Public Schools

as a Spanish teacher. Now,

I find even more joy as an

ESL teacher in Boston. As a
language teacher, I have the
privilege of being responsible
for facilitating the most human
need: to be understood. Lan-
guage is wonderful to teach and
even more wonderful to learn:
we celebrate language learners
when they don’t use the correct
verb, conjugate incorrectly,

etc. Language education values
imperfection and in imperfec-
tion, we see growth. “Perfection
is the enemy of progress” rings
true in many sentiments but
especially when acquiring a
new language. For me, language
is exchanging information that
is communicated by one and
interpreted by another. How-
ever one arrives to getting his
or hers point across - that is
successful language learning!

This contest is great opportu-
nity for a local educator to be
highlighted. It also highlights
the top tier education I received
attending public school in
Massachusetts. I always knew

I wanted to work in the public
school system: I believe when
as a community we are united
and share common values,

our youngest citizens learn the
skills to become global citizens.
Schools are pillars of communi-
ties and it is an honor to have
served many communities near
and far.

Having a Massachusetts teacher
in this national contest demon-
strates the rigorous standards
we have for ourselves and our
dedication to our craft. We
notoriously have one of the best
public education systems in

the country. The commitment

demonstrated by educators
ensures we continue learning,
growing, teaching and support-
ing. Teaching is not just the
content area: it is the connec-
tions we foster with our stu-
dents, families, co-workers and
ourselves. Our role is to sup-
port the growth of our students
and provide them with skills to
make informed decisions about
themselves, the decisions they
make and the information they . =
receive. -

Please take a peek at my profile ;
on the linked site above and let =
me know what you think! .

Jacqui Duffy

DON’T MISS THIS EVENT - Join Massachusetts energy leaders
in government, industry and advocacy at the MCLE in Boston on March 26

By Bob Katzen

DON’T MISS THIS EVENT - Join
Massachusetts energy leaders in
government, industry and advo-
cacy at the MCLE in Boston on

March 26 for an important discus-
sion about the state’s energy policy
and its goals for a net-zero future,
hosted by the State House News
Service. With the return of a new
Trump administration and policies

hindering wind power develop-
ment, the state’s plan to expand
its offshore wind portfolio faces
uncertainty.

While solar power offers poten-

monwealth. Tickets/more info:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
power-interruption-tickets-
1219762716119%aft=oddtdtcreator

tial, its scalability is limited by
grid capacity issues and requires
substantial investment. Other
promising technologies like fusion
and low-carbon hydrogen have yet
to be implemented in the com-

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS | ;_'
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL

(781) 589-4115

519 ON BROADWAY

~ LUXURY

WLIELE LA EHS ARNERIT|

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

(P DcvPLanT

Sedation Dentistry | Cosmelics

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin

Pei , Dental Imp and IV S
617-591-9888 508-872-2624
281 Broadway - Somerville, MA02145 100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MAD1702

drbrendan@dentplant.com

Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.

234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway,
Cambridge, Ma. 02141

| 0 @ i'

Remote Starters

from $169.99 installed

Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
Range antenna ($50 dollar value) for free Plus

$20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

+RESIDENTIAL PAINTING
~COMMERCIAL PAINTING
+POWER WASHING
+INTERIOR PAINTING
+EXTERIOR PAINTING
+HITCHEN REMODELING

+ BATHROOM REMODELING

< CARPENTRY WORK
+GUTTERS

< ROOFING

+HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

+HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+GENERAL CONTRACTOR

“NEW CONSTRUCTION f

177227014

- mdgl

1-617-970-9063

THE KEXLES OF GOMERVILLE AND METDFCRD

Benjaminhomeimprovementma.cont™ 4

CSL LICENSE NO, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO, 196838

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap *Pipe Wrap ¢ Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
« Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing AU of New England
Since 1985

- N - ' e =
WEDELIVER,THE,MOST I]EPEHDABLE;‘_G?BFF[IRDA_BLE 'ROLLY

"DFF.DUMPSTERIRENTALS)THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND'}

MILLENNIUM P5TOF  MILLENNIUM
« We service Boston and Greater New England ::2: {l]} "]I I:?n

« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5055

WWW.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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$850,000 TO HELP YOUNG ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES

By Bob Katzen
Gov. Healey announced “We are building a strong
more than $850,000 in workforce in Massachu-

setts, and this includes
providing opportunities
and training for individu-
als who face barriers to
employment,” said Gov.
Healey. “These grants will
help develop and fulfill the

grants to fund several
organizations that provide
job training, employ-
ment placement and post
placement services for 119
young adults with disabili-
ties.

immense potential of this
segment of our workforce
as we create an economy

for today and tomorrow.”

pathways to meaningful
employment including for
individuals with disabili-
ties,” said Secretary of La-
bor and Workforce Devel-
opment Lauren Jones. “We
appreciate the partnership
with awarded organiza-
tions as we work together
to strengthen employment

“The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration is committed
to working with partners
to increase access, break
down barriers and create

outcomes, foster inclusiv-
ity and advance economic
opportunities for indi-
viduals with disabilities in
Massachusetts’ workforce.”

GOV. MAURA HEALEY ANNOUNCES SHE WILL RUN FOR RE-ELECTION IN 2026

By Bob Katzen
“There’s a heck of a lot

In a radio interview on more to do, she said. “And

WGBH Radio (89.7 FM) so I plan to run for re-
with talk show hosts Jim election. I'm really proud
Braude and Margery Ea-  of the record so far”

gan, Gov. Healey said she
plans to run for reelection
in 2026.

The Massachusetts Re-
publican Party released

a statement saying they
were “confident that vot-
ers will reject another
four years of the Healey-
Driscoll Administration
and elect a common-sense
Republican.”

ing with several Republi-
cans who would all make
strong candidates, and we
are confident we will have
a formidable challenger
ready to take on Healey
and restore prosperity

to the commonwealth,”

“We are actively engag- Massachusetts Republican

Party Chair Amy Car-
nevale said.
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FEBRUARY 4TH IS NOW ROSA PARKS DAY

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law a bill es-
tablishing February 4th as Rosa Parks
in recognition of the historic civil
rights leader.

“Rosa Parks’ bravery on that Mont-
gomery bus was not just a pivotal mo-
ment in the Civil Rights Movement—it
was a lesson in courage, dignity and
the power of standing up for what is
right,” said co-sponsor Rep. Kip Diggs
(D-Barnstable).

“February 4th is the birthday of Rosa
Parks, so it will be a great reminder to
all those within the commonwealth to
reflect on the role she played in raising
international awareness of the struggles
for civil rights,” said co-sponsor Rep.
Mike Kushmerek (D-Fitchburg).
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ATTORNEY GENERAL CAMPBELL ON PROTECTING ACCESS TO GENDER-AFFIRMING CARE

By Bob Katzen

Massachusetts Attorney General
Andrea Campbell and a coalition
of twelve other attorneys general
issued a statement reaffirming their
commitment to protecting access
to gender-affirming care follow-

ing a recent executive order by the
Trump Administration.

“As state attorneys general, we
stand firmly in support of health-
care policies that respect the digni-

ty and rights of all people,” read the

statement. “Health care decisions

should be made by patients, fami-

lies and doctors, not by a politician

trying to use his power to restrict
your freedoms. Gender-affirming

care is essential, life-saving medical
treatment that supports individuals

in living as their authentic selves”

The statement continued, “The
Trump Administration’s recent
executive order is wrong on the
science and the law. Despite what
the Trump Administration has
suggested, there is no connection
between “female genital mutila-
tion” and gender-affirming care,

and no federal law makes gender-
affirming care unlawful. President
Trump cannot change that by
executive order”

BEWARE OF EZDRIVEMA SCAM

By Bob Katzen

The Massachusetts Department
of Transportation (MassDOT)
is once again reminding cus-
tomers to be mindful of text

message-based scams, also
known as smishing. The scam-
mers are claiming to represent
the tolling agency and request-
ing payment for unpaid tolls.

MassDOT urges customers to

be cautious about email, text
and phone scams demanding
payment of outstanding toll
balances. Some attempts have
been made to trick customers

into sharing credit card num-
bers and other sensitive infor-
mation by directing them to a

website to pay their outstanding

balances. MassDOT strongly
encourages customers not to

click the link contained in those
messages.

12-MONTH RESIDENCY REQUIRED (H 57)

By Bob Katzen

The House 26-126, rejected an
amendment that would require
that in order to be eligible for
benefits under the emergency
assistance shelter program, an
applicant must have resided in
Massachusetts for twelve con-
secutive months immediately
prior to the date of application.
The applicant must also provide
an acceptable form of verifica-

tion such as tax returns; a MA
REAL-ID; a utility bill, lease or
mortgage; or pay stubs showing
Massachusetts employment.
The residency requirement
would not apply to victims of
domestic violence or to any
person whose living situation
has been affected by a fire or
other natural disaster that oc-
curred in the Bay State.

“The original Right to Shelter

law was implemented more
than 40 years ago to help
provide housing assistance

for Massachusetts residents

in need, particularly pregnant
women and children,” said
amendment sponsor Rep. Brad
Jones (R-North Reading). “Over
the last two years, the scope

of the program has expanded
to the point that people are
coming to Massachusetts from
other states seeking assistance,

which is not in keeping with
the original intent of the law.
This amendment will restore
the focus of the law to prioritize
Massachusetts residents in need
of housing services”

Rep. Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley)
said that we are talking about
families with children and

to place further restrictions

on this program during the
cold winter months is cruel.

She noted that the bill already
places more significant verifica-
tion requirements regarding
residency”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
12-month residency require-
ment. A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber No Rep.
Mike Connolly No Rep. Paul
Donato No Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even No

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill

By Bob Katzen

“The loss of these three work-
ers is not just a statistic. Itis a
devastating reminder of the hu-
man cost of inadequate safety
practices”

— Massachusetts Coalition for
Occupational Safety and Health
(COSH) Executive Director
Tatiana Sofia Begault on recent
reports that three Massachu-
setts workers died in less than
two weeks.

“The history of Black Ameri-
cans is deeply woven into the
patchwork fabric and rich

legacy of our country. A people
who survived the torment

of enslavement and consis-
tently seek to lead this nation
forward. A people who are the
conscience of America and
stand as a beacon of the great
possibility of our democracy.
To know the history of Black
people in America is to under-
stand our history is a testament
to the enduring pursuit of
America’s ideals”

— Tanisha Sullivan, Chair of
the Governor’s Black Empow-
erment Advisory Council at

a celebration of Black History
Month at the Statehouse.

“This bill is vital because it

addresses the pressing issue

of allowing male athletes to
compete in girls’ school sports
when there is no equivalent
boys’ team or when a boy iden-
tifies as a girl. [The bill] would
give athletes and coaches the
legal right to opt out of compe-
titions against the opposite sex
without fear of discipline.”

— Statement by the Massachu-
setts Family Institute (MFI).

“It sickens me to see that any
legislator in Massachusetts
would partner with this orga-
nization to incite fearmonger-
ing and disinformation at the
expense of children.”

— Tanya Neslusan, Executive

Director of Mass Equality on
what it calls MFIs activities to
promote discriminatory bills
impacting transgender youth
and anti-LGBTQ policies at the

state and local level by engaging

in disinformation campaigns
and encouraging hateful pro-
paganda against the LGBTQ

communities across the state.

“I think after witnessing last
year’s coin toss, and to my
knowledge — and please cor-
rect me if 'm wrong — there
was no problem with betting
integrity that took place. I
looked in all the jurisdictions
and I Googled as many news
articles as I could to see if any

betting integrity [issues] took
place. There are other prop
bets, like the Gatorade color
over the coach, the national an-
them length, and we, of course,
decided we didn’t want to go
that far. But I think the coin
toss is something we should be
revisiting”

— Massachusetts Gaming
Commissioner Brad Hill on the
commission’s 3-2 vote to allow
sports betting companies in the
Bay State to offer wagers on the
Super Bowl opening coin toss.

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

.ql-

L

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience

Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside
Our Taxis.

Or Place Your Card on File in Our
App!

GREEN CAB
@ Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming

resp we've
our $10 discount on

ﬂ The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

GREEN CAB

% Green Cah & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we’ve extende
our $10 discount on

Reservations

THE DANTE CLUB
5 DANTE TERRACE IN SOMERUILLE

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping
and More

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!
Call about our 2.5% Savings Program
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746

MILLENNIUM
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Margaret (Rebello) Testa

Obituary

Testa, Margaret (Rebello)
- Of Loxley, Alabama
formerly of Medford and

Cambridge, passed away

Margaret was a loving
grandmother who cher-
ished the moments spent
with her grandchildren,
especially during their
weekly visits. She found
joy in simple pleasures,
like dining out at the 99
Restaurant, where the
laughter and togetherness
of her family made every
meal special. Above all,
Margaret treasured being

at home, surrounded by
the warmth of her loved
ones. For her, home was
truly where her heart was.

Beloved mother of John J.
Bower and his wife Me-
lissa of Loxley, Alabama
and Lisa Bower NH.
Devoted grandmother of 8
grandchildren and 9 great-
grandchildren. Dear sister
of the Anthony Rebello of
NG, and the late Dorothy
Hoxie, Walter Rebello,
William Rebello and Ann
Marie Rebello. Also

survived by many loving
nieces and nephews.

Calling hours will be held
in the George L. Doherty
Home 855 Broadway
(Powder House Sq.)
Somerville on Thurs-

day, February 13th from
9:00AM to 11:00AM. Fol-
lowed by a prayer service
in the funeral home at
11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

Services will conclude
with interment at Mt.
Auburn Cemetery, Cam-
bridge.

In lieu of flower’s do-
nations may be made

in Margaret’s name to
George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home or to Brook-
side Funeral Home 3360
Brookside Dr. Millbrook,
AL 36054 to help assist
with the funeral expenses.

Somerville/Medford Remembering David Meichle

Kim Meichle and Mark
Barton (Patricia), aunts
Deborah Meichle Brucker
(Tom), Sonja Meichle John-
son (Dave), and various

7 | cousins.

Obituary

David Meichle passed away
unexpectedly January 31,
2025 at the age of 37. He

is survived by his parents,
Linda Barton, and Michael
Meichle (Kathy), brother
John Meichle (Stacy), niece
Isabelle Meichle, grand-
mother Lois Barton, uncles

Dave was a research physi-
cist who earned his PhD

at University of Maryland,
after completing his under-
graduate physics training
at Lawrence University. He
worked for several com-
panies in the Cambridge-
Somerville area from 2015
to the present. He loved
technical challenges and

reveled in high end instru-
mentation design for new
technologies.

David loved music passion-
ately. He studied the french
horn at the Lawrence Uni-
versity Conservatory. He
adored playing the horn in
any situation; he was active
in several orchestras and
brass ensembles in the Bos-
ton metro area. Music was,
in many ways, his greatest
source of joy. He felt a deep
connection to the music,
and to the musicians he
shared it with.

An avid traveler, Dave em-
braced adventure. He was a
lifelong sailor. He grew up
sailing in the Great Lakes,
and later sailed his cher-
ished small sailboat Dolce
in the Boston and Cape
Cod area. By plane, he trav-
eled to China, Japan, Ger-
many, Austria, Abu Dhabi,
Jordan, Peru, Switzerland,
and all over Europe and
the United States. Always a
dreamer, Dave had a deep
desire to learn to fly, and
he spent countless hours

in flight simulators. Dave

also enjoyed ice skating and
played hockey.

There will be a celebra-
tion of his life in Boston

at George Doherty Fu-
neral Home, 855 Broadway,
Somerville, MA, on March
16 from 1-4 PM. This
summetr, his ashes will be
scattered in Rochester in a
separate ceremony.

Donations in his memory
can be made to Hochstein
School of Music in Roches-
ter, or to Lawrence Univer-
sity in Appleton W1

COCO FLOW STYLE

BARBER SHOP
SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!
(857)233-6748

'))

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70

BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847
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¥
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It's Time to Fill Out - And Return! — the 2025 Somerville Census Form

SOMERVILLE- All Somerville
residents should be on the look-
out for the 2025 annual City

of Somerville census in their
mailbox. The 2025 census form
also includes an application

to vote by mail in Somerville’s
preliminary and City elections
this year.

provides an accurate popula-
tion count, which helps the City
plan municipal

services, apply for grants, and
adapt as the population chang-
es. The Elections Department
also uses the census to help
keep voting rolls up to date.

be sure to sign and date the
form, and then return it one of
three ways:

drop it off in person at City
Hall (93 Highland Ave.).

Please contact 311 (617-666-
mail it back in the provided 3311) with any questions.

postage-paid return envelope,

scan the form and email is to
census@somervillema.gov,

High census participation

It’s easy to take part in the cen-
sus. Just fill out the short form,

or

REQUIRE BOATER SAFETY PROGRAM AND TEST (S 3011)

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into
law a bill requiring any-
one operating a boat in
the state’s waters to take
a state-sponsored boater
safety course and then

The bill, known as the

pass a boater safety exam.

named after David Han-
son who lost his life in a
boating accident in 2010
and Paul Milone, the

late harbormaster from
Weymouth who was an
advocate for boat safety.
Both families were strong
advocates for passage of
the measure and attended
the signing ceremony.

“I am so proud to see

the Hanson-Milone Act
finally become law;” said
sponsor Rep. Kathy LaNa-
tra (D-Kingston). “Massa-
chusetts is home to some
of the most beautiful
waterways in the world,
but too often, a day of
fun on the water ends in
tragedy because someone

their relentless dedication
and advocacy for this life-
saving legislation.”

proper safety training.
This legislation establishes
a straightforward pro-
gram to make sure anyone
operating a boat in the
commonwealth has the
necessary safety knowl-
edge to keep themselves
and others safe ... I want
to express my deepest
gratitude to the Hanson

Hanson-Milone Act, is operates a boat without and Milone families for

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

n :iﬁw@ ,j:#""
t:"'-""'\t'?ﬁ}. P

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
_ & HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR CONDIT!ONING & REFRlGERATlm
e ANDOVER
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REQUIRE REPORTS (H 57)

By Bob Katzen

The House 152-0, ap-
proved an amendment
that would require the
Healey administration to
report the number of fam-
ilies exiting the emergency

assistance housing pro-
gram each week because
of a durational limit.

“This data will reveal
whether families are
leaving because they’ve
secured stable housing

or due to the system’s
time constraints,” said
amendment sponsor Rep.
Michael Finn (D-West
Springfield) It will deter-
mine if current resources
are effectively helping
families regain stability in

a quick and efficient man-
ner, or if future adjust-

ments to the system are
needed”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
amendment.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

Somerville/Medford Remembering Joan M. Marks

Obituary

Joan M. Marks of Somer-
ville passed away on Feb-
ruary 3, 2025, at the age
of 84. She was the beloved
wife of the late Robert E.
Marks. Joan was a devoted
mother to Robert Marks

and his wife Christine,
Doreen Warren, Richard
Marks, and the late David
J. Marks, whose surviving
wife is Catherine Marks.
She is also survived by
many grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

A graveside funeral ser-
vice will be held for Joan
on Wednesday, February
12, 2025, at 11:00am at
the Mt. Auburn Cemetery,
located at 580 Mt. Auburn
St. in Cambridge, MA.

Services are under the
direction of the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home,
855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.) Somerville,
MA 02144.

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

Give what you can, Take what you need

Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook
and please join the group!

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of
Somerville is overwhelming.

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

in Union Square.
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REFAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

ABE 5. MANSOUR
258 BROADWAY

\.> Blessing Backpack Checklist </

BASICS: TOILETRIES
_Wool beame {hat} _ Mulli-purpose wapses

Smart wool socks Chagpstick
__ Glaves __ Facial wipes
__ Scarf _ Mupisturizer

__ Comin
FOOD & DRIMNE Toothbrush & tooth paste
_ Quality instant cotfes __ Grooming kit
__Tea
__ Emergy drink SURVIVAL
__ Beef jerky _ First aid kit
__ Dwied fruit __'Water botile wsth built in filter
__ Fruit leathers ___ Heat-pack
__ Trail mix ___ Multi-purpose 1oal
_ Muts
__Grancda bars TREATS
__ Protein poveder packets _ Chocolates
__ Restaurant gift cards __ Fruil snacks
__ Cookie snack packs

HELP THEM COMNECT __ Candy {indridually wrapped)
__Journal & pen __ Mints
___ Stationary ___ Chewing gum
__ Stamps

SPLURGE:
__ Starbucks gift card
__ Compact reusable bag

__ Pre-paid phone card

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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RULING OF THE CHAIR ON ICE DETAINER AMENDMENT(H 57)

By Bob Katzen

The House 128-24, supported
the ruling of the chair that a
proposed amendment that would
have required the Executive
Office of Housing and Livable
Communities to collaborate with
ICE regarding detainers issued
for dangerous criminal aliens,
was beyond the scope of the shel-
ter bill and should not be allowed
on the House floor for debate.

Rep. Marc Lombardo (R-Biller-
ica), the sponsor of the amend-
ment said that the amendment
would make it clear that we want
these monsters off the streets
and will take proactive actions to
protect Massachusetts residents.

He urged members to oppose
the ruling of the chair so that his
amendment can be debated and
voted upon. “It is simply outra-
geous that this amendment was
ruled out of scope as it pertained

to the operations of the shelter
system which was the exact scope
of the underlying bill,” said Lom-
bardo. “The reality is that the ma-
jority party realized it would be

a terrible amendment for them

to vote against so instead, they
ruled it out of scope to prevent
political embarrassment.”

Rep. Danielle Gregoire (D-
Marlborough) supported the
ruling of the chair that this
amendment is beyond the scope

of this narrowly tailored funding
bill. She added that there are
several pieces of legislation that
have been filed this session that
will deal with this issue and the
House can debate the issue at
that time.

(A “Yes” vote supports the ruling
of the chair that prohibits the
amendment from being debated
and voted upon on by the House.
A “No” vote is against the ruling
and favord the amendment being

debated and voted upon.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep.
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even Yes

Somerville Community Invited to Participate in School Building Community Feedback Survey

Survey will help inform size,
scope, and location of new
PK-8 school

SOMERVILLE- The City is
in the process of planning
for Somerville’s next new
PK-8 (Pre-Kindergarten

to 8th grade) public school
building. Due to the broad
and significant impacts,
both the City and Somerville
Public Schools are commit-
ted to a robust and inclusive
community-wide engage-
ment process as various

options for this project are
evaluated.

As the next step in this
engagement process, all
Somerville residents and
members of the Somerville
Public Schools community
are invited to participate in a
brief, 5-minute survey.

Survey participants will be
asked to share their perspec-
tive on what is most impor-
tant when it comes to the
size, location, and features
of our schools including fea-
tures used by students from
all schools and by residents
as well. Participants will also
be

asked for their perspective
on funding a future school
building project as well as
other municipal investment
priorities.

The results of this survey

will help inform decisions
about the size, scope, and
location of the school build-
ing project. This data will be
used by City staff and shared
with the members of the
Construction

Advisory Group (somervil-
lema.gov/cag), which has
been tasked with developing
a recommendation to the
Mayor on both the location
and scope of a renovated or
new school.

To learn more and take the
survey in either English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Simpli-
fied Chinese, Traditional
Chinese, or Nepali, visit
somervillema.gov/school-
buildingsurvey. For

general assistance in taking
the survey or interpretation
support for other languages,
please contact 311 (617-666-
3311).

About the School Building
Project

The City of Somerville is
working with the Mas-
sachusetts School Build-

ing Authority (MSBA) to
deliver a state-of-the-art
school building project for
students. This project would
address the needs of the
Winter Hill Community
Innovation School (WHCIS)
and potentially

the Brown School.

While current and future
WHCIS and Brown families
will be the most directly
affected, this projectis a
major commitment for the
City and will have potential
benefits and impacts for all
Somerville’s schools and
residents.

Given the wide-ranging
implications of decisions

about the size, scope, and
location of this school, it is
important to hear as many
voices as possible, including
underrepresented families,
families of incoming 0-5
year-olds, the full SPS com-
munity, and the

broader Somerville com-
munity. The currently active
community feedback survey
is the next phase of this
engagement process.

Meanwhile, the state

has recently advanced the
City’s funding proposal. The
City can now start a formal
procurement process to hire
an Owner’s Project Manager
to oversee the project, and
then a Design/Architecture
firm.

More about the project
including an anticipated
timeline is available at
somervillema.gov/msba.

19

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner
0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WH&S

Construction Group

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

(.5 I?? u{.ﬁa [{{fie‘ s

NG/PRAYSMAN

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
TEAM AWARD WINNER

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com
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MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS (S 2491)

By Bob Katzen

On October 26, 2023, the Senate
38-0, approved and sent to the
House a bill that would require
all prisons, homeless shelters
and K-12 schools to maintain
free menstrual products, includ-
ing sanitary napkins, tampons

and underwear liners in private
and public restrooms and to
make them available in a “con-
venient manner that does not
stigmatize any persons seeking
the products” The House took
no action on the bill and it died.

Supporters said that according

to the Massachusetts Menstrual
Equity Coalition, approximately
one in seven children in Massa-
chusetts is living in poverty and
struggles to pay for menstrual
products. They argued that
research shows that the inability
to access menstrual products af-
fects students’ class attendance.

They also noted that women
facing homelessness or who are
incarcerated face high barriers
to access, with Massachusetts
shelters reporting that menstru-
al products are among the least
donated items. They argued that
restricted access in shelters and
prisons means that products can

be used as bargaining chips and
tools of control for people in
vulnerable circumstances.

Last week, sponsor Sen. Pat
Jehlen (D-Somerville) told
Beacon Hill Roll Call, “I refiled
the bill and am hopeful for its
passage”

CELEBRATE” UNCLAIMED PROPERTY DAY

By Bob Katzen

State Treasurer Deb Gold-
berg announced that Febru-
ary 1 is National Unclaimed
Property Day. She urges all
residents to go to findmass-
money.gov or call 888-344-
MASS (6277) to see if they

can claim any of the $3.4
billion the state is holding in
unclaimed money.

Unclaimed property in-
cludes forgotten savings and
checking accounts, uncashed
checks, insurance policy pro-
ceeds, stocks, dividends and

the contents of unattended
safe deposit boxes. Most ac-
counts are considered aban-
doned and are turned over
to the state after three years
of inactivity. There is no time
limit for a person to recover
their property and, in many
cases, claimants will receive

interest.

In 2024, Treasury processed
over 131,000 claims and re-
turned $191 million in prop-
erty to its rightful owners.
“It's Unclaimed Property
Day, so take a minute to
check for your name or a
family member, a friend, and

even a business that might be
listed,” said Goldberg. “Our
team is ready, willing and
able to walk you through the
process and reunite you with
your property.

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

10% off when you

mention this ad! CENTURY

Call 781-990-9105 okt d .

or email WATERPROOFING & —
W focus an the-qiTal s ﬂl':hﬁif_‘ 1 -:

centurymasonryma@ o L e TN The

gmail.com

Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acaliblial e,

WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT

STOP LEAKS
Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
www.centu YINasSONnTry imda. Conim
781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com

[k lor Rackes])

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Verani Realty
Residential

5

e

7 Percy Rd, Lexington, MA

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

51 Pettee St, Unit 47, Newton, MA

& Van Stry Team

uter
368 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144

-

Y

Jack.Lister@verani.com
Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

Jack Lister
617-438-2460

Condominium

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

Jeanne Van Stry
781-507-1954

Multi - Family

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

e
g e St

diabin Sorviom = [nperienoed 1 Beflainds + Lot sy vt

"MGIW«M-Smoofher .S.Inc{_e 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-9174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

¢ Speak to Qur Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining

, Wialls, Foundation Repair, Chimmey Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

ull ramodael imtarior work carriad out!
¢ RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRCTION LLC
| B57-228-G6B2
1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-001887%3-00 213083

Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

Davis Square - 4 Family - %1.27534

sf‘ﬁ'
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development

7Y

R 7>
-l

(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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«
S Yagner

floral Designs

Floral Designs

508 Somerville Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

S e wagnerfloraldesigns.com
wagnerfloraldesigns.com
mention this ad (6 ]- 7) 764' 1428
facebook.com/WagnerFloralDesigns & gﬁJr 0% ofF

wagnerleandro2@hotmail.com our purchase 508 SOIIlGI'Vllle AVG, SOIneI'VlHe, MA

Jerry’s Liquor Mart

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410 ; = iy

Hours: - _ -y~ - »
Monday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm -
Tuesday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Thursday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Saturday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

| BARNES ZNOBLE o
SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE amazoncom
@<kvhraz e
WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFE BARSTAFF

WE ARE
HIRING!

T Kilehen, WailsialT
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Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40
s : hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




