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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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Order Yours Today! e
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#1 Local News Source!
We're working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB

Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

YELLOW CAB

Please complete all the information requested helow:

Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball

% Medford High School Sefthall
Sponsor Packages 2023

(0 MITS Viarsin
/logos is March 7th for full season exposurc, any
rs will be hung starting tournament weekend.
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Somerville/Medford Remembering William J. McGrath

Obituary

McGrath, William J. - Of
Medford, passed away on
Wednesday, January 1,
2025. He was 85 years old.

Complete obit to be
posted.

Calling hours will be held
in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home 855 Broad-

way (Powder House Sq.)
on Friday, January 17th
from 10:00AM to 1:00PM.
Words of remembrances
will be held at 12:30PM.

Relatives and friends are
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

Interment will be held at a
later date.

“Anthony” E. Zanette

Antonio “Anthony” E
Zanette, of Salem and
formerly of Somerville,
passed away surrounded
by the love of his family
on January 3, 2025, he
was 65. Born and raised
in Somerville, Tony was
the cherished son of the

late Elena (Salemme) and
Francesco Zanette. As a
child, Tony and his family
loved their annual sum-
mer long vacations in
Italy, traveling and visiting
family there. A graduate
of Somerville High School
with the class of 1977,

he went on to earn his
Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration from
Northeastern University.
Tony loved exploring New
England and you could
often find him walking
around Castle Island or
taking trips to the White
Mountains of New Hamp-

shire. At home, he loved
cooking meals for family
and friends. He cherished
holidays when family
would gather together.
He was an encyclopedia
of classic rock and always
ready to tell you which
bands sounded best live.

Tony was the beloved
Husband of Blandine
(Phard) Zanette and the
devoted Father of Ste-
phen Zanette and his wife
Taylor of Newmarket, NH,
Joseph Zanette of Leomin-
ster and Julia Zanette of
Chelmsford. Dear Brother

of Anna Williams of
Somerville and Uncle of
Danica and Navarre Wil-
liams and Sandy Cherilus.

Calling Hours will be held
in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home, 855
Broadway (Powder House
Sq.) Somerville on Thurs-
day morning, January 9th
from 9:00AM -10:30AM
followed by a Funeral
Home Prayer Service at
10:30AM. Relatives and
friends invited to attend.
Service will conclude with
burial at Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Malden.

Funeral Service can be
viewed via Zoom begin-
ning at 9:15AM by click-
ing this link:

Meeting ID: 259 103 5817
Passcode: md2FO0s

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions in Tony’s name can
be made to St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital at http://
www.stjude.org or to The
Association for Fronto-
temporal Degeneration at
http://www.theaftd.org

Somerville/Medford Remembering Rodman W. Hansont

Obituary

Rodman W. Hanson, of
Methuen and formerly of
Somerville, Charlestown
and Malden, passed away
surrounded by family on
January 3, 2025, he was
87.

Born and raised in Mal-
den he was the son of the
late Flva M. Hanson.

Beloved husband of 59
years to the late Dorothy
(Guilfoyle) Hanson, he
was the devoted father of
Mark W. Hanson, Steven
R. Hanson and Ken-
neth J. Hanson, Linda M.
McGuine and Karen D.
Hanson. Cherished grand-
father to many loving
grandchildren.

Calling Hours will be
held in the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home,
855 Broadway (Powder
House Sq.) Somerville on
Tuesday, January 7th from
4PM to 7PM. Relatives
and friends are invited to
attend. A graveside service
will be held at Woodlawn
Cemetery, 302 Elm Street,
Everett, on Wednesday

morning at 9AM all are
welcome to attend and
are asked to meet inside
the main gate with park-
ing available behind the
chapel.

Mr. Hanson proudly
served in the National
Guard for six years and
was a retired employee of
Revere Sugar Co.

Somerville/Medford Remembering John E Wheeler

Obituary

John E Wheeler, passed
away surrounded by family
on Wednesday, December
31, 2024. He was 77 years
old.

John was the beloved
husband of Paula (Mc-
Cucsker) Wheeler. He was
the son of Gifford Chap-

man Wheeler of Syracuse,
NY and Charlotte (Natzle)
Wheeler of Mahanoy City,
PA. Loving father of Eric
J. Wheeler and Ciara A.
Wheeler and her fiancé
Michael. John was a proud
Pappy to Julia, Brady and
Adelyn. He is survived

by his sister in-laws Joan
Landers and her husband
George, Shawn Nardone
and her husband Louis.

Also survived by many
loving nieces, nephews
and wonderful friends.

In lieu of flowers contri-
butions may be in John’s
name to The Walnut Street
Center, 291 Mystic Ave,
Medford, MA 02155

WSC is a non profit hu-
man service agency that
supports adults with

intellectual disabilities.
John was a board member
for many years and was
an avid reader. He retired
from the U.S Airforce and
was proud to serve his
Country. John continued
his education received his
bachelor’s degree from the
University of Massachu-
setts Boston.

Services are private.
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SOMERVILLE-The Somer-
ville Police Department
arrested Fabio Armelio (47)
on Friday, Jan. 3, in connec-
tion with a string of break-
ins in West Somerville. At
6:35 p.m., Friday, a resident
of Cherry Street in Somer-
ville called 911 to report an
unknown man in their base-
ment. The Somerville Police
Patrol Division and members
of a recently created multi-
agency Surveillance Team
quickly located Armelio in
the basement where he was
arrested without incident.

Fabio Armelio is a person

of interest in twelve recent
breaking and entering cases
in the Powderhouse neigh-
borhood of Somerville where
he targeted residents and
Tufts University Community
members since December 20,
2024. He has been positively
identified for his involvement
in three of these cases, with
other cases still under active
investigation. Armelio also
has 20 outstanding arrest
warrants in multiple jurisdic-
tions including Somerville,
Tufts University, Cambridge,

MIT, Lawrence, and Bos-
ton. The crimes in these 20
warrants range from break-
ing and entering during
day and nighttime, larceny
from a building, possession
of burglarious tools, receiv-
ing stolen property, assault,
trespassing, and threats.

In response to the many
recent breaking and entering
incidents in Somerville, the
Somerville Police Criminal
Investigation Division cre-
ated a multi-agency inves-
tigative and apprehension
team with the Tufts Universi-
ty Police, MIT Police, Boston
Police, Cambridge Police,
Federal partners, and the
support of the State Police.
The Somerville Police are
thankful for this collabora-
tive law enforcement effort
and for the many residents
and community members for
their partnership in help-
ing to track and arrest the
suspect.

Fabio Armelio will be held in
custody until he is arraigned
on Monday, January 6, 2025,
at Somerville District Court.
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Somerville Police Make Arrest Related to String of Break-ins

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Episode 2. Nothing ever filtered,

“On Air with Billy
Tauro” Episode 2.
Nothing ever fil-
tered, nothing ever
watered-down, just
the plain true facts!
Enjoy!

https://youtu.be/
m4u5uzr8vCY

nothing ever watered-down, just the plain true facts! Enjoy!

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

GREEN CAB
@-- . Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSES (S 3002)

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into
law a proposal which
would prevent commercial
drivers from losing their
licenses due to passenger
vehicle offenses they com-
mitted prior to September
30, 2005.

The Registry of Motor
Vehicles recently notified

hundreds of bus and truck
drivers that they were
ineligible for commercial
licenses due to at least

two past major offenses,
blindsiding many motor-
ists who for years thought
their infractions were

behind them.

“Over time, the relevance
and predictive value of
these older offenses has
diminished, particularly

for those drivers who have
remained offense-free
since,” said Healey. “In
most circumstances, a
commercial driver who
meets the safety require-
ments of federal law
should not be disqualified
from driving due solely to
passenger vehicle offenses
that occurred 19 or more
years ago.” She noted her
bill would remove consid-
eration of pre-September

30, 2005 passenger vehicle
offenses from the disquali-
fication law, except for
multiple instances of oper-
ating under the influence.

“Our administration is
committed to ensuring
safety on our roads while
also supporting the many
hardworking Massachu-
setts residents who rely
on commercial driver’s
licenses (CDLs) for their

livelihoods,” continued
Healey. “The RMV will
take immediate action to
inform eligible drivers that
their CDLs will not be dis-
qualified and will continue
updating its regulations

to ensure that drivers

who have served disquali-
fications for significant
periods of time will have a
pathway to reinstatement.”

. DECLAWING OF CATS (S 2552)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate
approved and sent to Gov.
Healey a proposal that
would ban cat declawing
and tendonectomy unless
it is done for the medical
need of the feline.

“Declawing is an abhor-
rent practice that most
veterinarians view as
inhumane,” said sponsor
Sen. Mark Montigny (D-

New Bedford). “This is an-
other step in my commit-
ment to protect animals
in the commonwealth. As
a state we have done far
too little to punish heart-
less abusers and to push
back against a weak court
system that has too often
failed to hold them ac-
countable.”

Montigny continued,
“There are too many
people who have commit-
ted horrendous abuses to
animals that have been

unpunished and are walk-
ing free to continue to do
harm?”

Supporters said that
declawing a cat involves
amputating the last bone
of each toe, which if per-
formed on a human would
be equivalent to cutting
off each finger at the last
knuckle. They noted that
according to the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical
Association, the physical
side effects from declaw-
ing include both acute and

chronic pain, improperly
healed wounds, sudden
loss of blood, impaired
immune response and
behavioral side effects
include biting.

“Declawing of cats does
not improve the human-
animal bond and often
results in serious medical
and behavioral problems,’
said Allison Blanck, Direc-
tor of Advocacy at the
Animal Rescue League

of Boston. “Banning this

cruel practice, which is in

essence amputation, will

prevent animals in Mas-

sachusetts from needless
. . »

pain and suffering:

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin

CommanderVFWFes (002 gmailoom

Contact Us
. 888-3POWER4

B (3 www.beaconenergy.net
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SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND
BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating
and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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Somerville/Medford Remembering David W. LaCroix

A

Obituary

David W. LaCroix, a life-
long Somerville resident,
passed away surrounded
by his family on Decem-
ber 31, 2024, he was 60.
Born and raised in Somer-
ville he was the son of the
late Marion (Richardson)
and Sylvio J. LaCroix, Sr.

David was a passionate
and devoted fan of the
Boston Bruins, like many
in his family. He had a
great love of all sports and

was an avid collector of
baseball cards and sports
memorabilia. He enjoyed
time spent with his family,
especially at home watch-
ing all the games.

He is the devoted father
of Valerie Grams and her
husband Skye of Wilm-
ington and Jason LaC-
roix of Somerville and
cherished grandfather of
Allie Grams. Dear brother
of Paula Wing and her

husband Ronald of Burl-
ington, Maryann Jerrier of
Somerville, Shirley Gens
and her husband Michael
of Jaffery, NH, Paul LaC-

roix and his wife Sandra of

Manchester, NH, Michael
LaCroix of Somerville and
the late Wallace, Sylvio, Jr.,
Rosemary Doucette and
Richard LaCroix. David

is also survived by many
loved nieces and nephews.

Calling Hours will be held

in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home, 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.)
Somerville on Monday,
January 6th from 4:00PM
to 7:00PM. Relatives and
friends invited to attend.
Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in David’s memory
can be made to the Cam
Neely Foundation at
http://www.camneely-
foundation.org

Celebrate Lunar New Year in Somerville

Happy New Year, Somer-
ville! We've rung in 2025,
and now community
members are invited to
welcome the Year of the
Snake at our second Lunar
New Year Festival on
Saturday, January 25. This

fun and festive celebration
will be held in Somerville
High School cafeteria (81
Highland Ave.) from 2:30
to 5 p.m. Join us for excit-
ing performances, food,
and family-friendly activi-
ties that highlight the rich

traditions of East, South-
east, and South Asia.

Photo courtesy of Cheuk
On Ko.

This Week’s

QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill

By Bob Katzen

“People must have access
to the vital health care
services they need. Hos-
pital closures in recent
years, however, have left
patients worried about
where they can access care
and resulted in job losses
for invaluable nurses

and healthcare workers.
Our audit of the Center
for Health Information
and Analysis revealed a
startling lack of oversight
around the financial con-
ditions of hospitals in the
commonwealth.

—State Auditor Diana
DiZoglio urging the

administration swiftly
implement her recom-
mendations in the audit.

“If you believe that the
description of your prop-
erty is inaccurate and
over-assessed, an abate-
ment will be the only
remedy available to reduce
your tax bill. Homeown-
ers in some communities,
including Boston, have
already received their
bills. Now is the time to
consider whether to apply
for an abatement.”
—Secretary of State Bill
Galvin noting that as
property taxes increase,
property owners who

are receiving higher than
expected third quarter

tax bills last week that the
deadline to file for a prop-
erty tax abatement is just a
few weeks away.

“Stormwater pollution
affects the water we drink,
the rivers we cherish and
the health of our commu-
nities. We are tackling this
challenge collaboratively,
leveraging expertise to re-
duce pollution and protect
vital natural resources.
This funding empowers
local solutions to protect
public health, preserve
clean water, and reduce
flood risk. It’s a proactive

step toward cleaner water
and greater resilience
against climate-driven
flooding”

—Mass Department of
Environmental Protection
Commissioner Bon-

nie Heiple announcing
$246,000 in grants to four
regional watershed coali-
tions and planning collab-
oratives in Massachusetts.

“President Carter lived

a life dedicated to peace,
human rights, democracy
and moral clarity. He set
an enduring example of
what it means to serve
others, and his legacy
will continue to inspire

generations to come. “I'm
sending love and strength
to the Carter family as
they, and our nation,
process this profound
loss. May we all honor

his memory by building

a more just, peaceful and
caring world”

—Gov. Maura Healey
ordering the United States
of America flag and the
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts flag to be lowered
to half-staff at all state
buildings until January
28,2025 in honor of the
life and legacy of former
President Jimmy Carter.

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUGCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-BE85

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining

Walls, Foundation Repair, Chimney Fepair | Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

213083

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

HIC Rregisiration
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure - nni :
' # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor____ I o e
| ' 45 gﬁ{[ @0‘1&#&?@ (vailable { )
64 Mystic Avenue W-a Mon-Sat S i
rville, MA 02145 e 9:30am-7:30pm eciond, MASS 02155

Fully Insured
Lic # 28182

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE(781)658 0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from

Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to

perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE

617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha

617-2B5-0522
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CARPENTERS AND LABORERS

HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs
Roof Repair
Gutters
Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing
Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding
Painting
Carpentry
Window Repairs / Replacement

v\m \\\S\\\\E“/

\ N &
A »

L S <

Policy GLSISCTC006815824

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857-391-5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169

FLBD‘A_Ieif Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

800-519-1249 =

o

Our Website

Google

Customer Reviews

COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSES (H 5139)

By Bob Katzen

The House approved and
sent to the Senate a new ver-
sion of legislation, originally
sponsored by Gov. Maura
Healey, that would prevent
commercial drivers from
losing their licenses due to
passenger vehicle offenses
they committed prior to
September 30, 2005.

The Registry of Motor
Vehicles recently notified
hundreds of bus and truck
drivers that they were ineli-
gible for commercial licens-
es due to at least two past
major offenses, blindsiding
many motorists who for
years thought their infrac-

tions were behind them.

“Over time, the relevance
and predictive value of these
older offenses has dimin-
ished, particularly for those
drivers who have remained
offense-free since,” said
Healey. “In most circum-
stances, a commercial
driver who meets the safety
requirements of federal law
should not be disqualified
from driving due solely to
passenger vehicle offenses
that occurred 19 or more
years ago. She noted her bill
would remove consideration
of pre-September 30, 2005
passenger vehicle offenses
from our disqualification
law, except for multiple

instances of operating under
the influence.

$3.2 MILLION FOR MAS-
SACHUSETTS COASTAL
COMMUNITIES - The
Healey Administration an-
nounced the awarding of
$3.2 million in grants for
projects that proponents say
will support the economic
vitality, tourism and ecosys-
tem health of the Bay State’s
waterfront and harbors,
while helping the state reach
its ambitious climate resil-
iency goals.

“Coastal communities play a

critical role in our economy;,”

said Gov. Healey. “The ....
Grants help cities and towns

make infrastructure im-
provements to prepare for
extreme weather caused by
climate change while also
investing in important blue
economy businesses, com-
mercial fishing operations
and tourist and recreational
enterprises.”

“These investments will sup-
port a range of critical initia-
tives, from coastal resilience
and dredging projects to
pier infrastructure enhance-
ments that protect our
shorelines,” said Secretary
of Economic Development
Yvonne Hao. “By funding
these efforts, we're ensuring
a safer and more enduring
future for our coasts from

the North Shore to the Cape
and Islands.”

“Maritime communities

are important centers of
economic activity, draw-

ing many visitors each year
and supporting the coastal
industries that have been
integral to our state’s econo-
my, said Undersecretary of
Economic Foundations Ash-
ley Stolba. “We are proud

to fund these projects and
look forward to their lasting
impact on the future genera-
tions of these towns.”
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Take the 2025 Police Officer Exam

Interested in a role help-
ing to protect your com-
munity? Take the 2025
Police Officer Exam.
Applications are being

accepted through Tuesday,
January 28.

A passing score will put
you on an eligible list to

fill officer vacancies in
municipalities statewide.
Learn more and see key
dates. 2025 Municipal Po-
lice Officer, MBTA Transit

Police Officer and State
Trooper Examination |
Mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/2025-munic-

ipal-police-officer-mbta-
transit-police-officer-and-
state-trooper-examination

SEN. KAREN SPILKA RE-ELECTED SENATE PRESIDENT

By Bob Katzen

The Senate re-elected Sen.
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland)
as Senate president and
Sen. Bruce Tarr (R-

Spilka received the votes
of 34 of the Senate’s 35
Democrats while all five
Republicans voted for
Tarr. Sen. John Keenan
(D-Quincy) voted “pres-
ent”

“What an exciting day

to kick oft 2025,” posted
Spilka on Facebook.
“Today I had the distinct
honor of being sworn in
as the Senator represent-
ing Middlesex and Nor-
folk and re-elected Presi-
dent of the Massachusetts

Senate and our common-
wealth is not one I take
lightly. I'm so thankful for
my family who was able
to be here today and those
supporting me from afar.
I'm forever grateful to my
colleagues in the Senate
and look forward to all
we will tackle together in
this coming year as we
fight like hell for the great
people of our common-
wealth”

Sen. Tarr posted on
Facebook, “Thank you
[Senate President Spilkal]

to work together to defy
the ongoing and disturb-
ing trends of division and
paralysis that are plaguing
other legislative bodies,
even as we face challenges,
circumstances, and situ-
ations that demand the
very best each of us has to
offer on behalf of those we
represent.”

“I voted ‘present’ today in
the roll call for the elec-
tion of a Senate President
because changes are need-
ed,” Keenan posted on X.
“We have had significantly

adopt joint rules, waived
rules, passed bills beyond
the end of formal sessions
with limited opportunities
for members to participate
fully, and have often been
at odds with our partners
in the House of Represen-
tatives.”

Keenan continued, “We
have been less transparent
and less connected with
what the residents of the
commonwealth rightly
demand and deserve
from the Massachusetts
State Senate.”Sen. Patricia

Gloucester) as Republican ~ Senate. The privilege and  for your partnership and  fewer roll calls, routinely ~ Jehlen Voted for Spilka
Minority Leader. responsibility to serve the  friendship as we continue  missed deadlines, failed to
519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS (9 DovPLANT
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL bis. AT s sy
(78 1) 589-4115 Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin
518 ON BROADWAY §17-591-0888 508-872.2624

~ LUXURY

WLIELE LA EHS ARNERIT|

- mdgl

THE KEXLES OF GOMERVILLE AND METDFCRD

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

281 Broadway - Somerville, MA 02145

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

EjEy,

2y o
wi} BENJIAMIN [

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING
~COMMERCIAL PAINTING
+POWER WASHING
+INTERIOR PAINTING
+EXTERIOR PAINTING
+HITCHEN REMODELING
BATHROOM REMODELING

< CARPENTRY WORK
+GUTTERS

< ROOFING

+HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

+HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
+GENERAL CONTRACTOR

“NEW CONSTRUCTION f

1-617-970-9063

Benjaminhomeimprovementma.cont™ 4

CSL LICENSE NO, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO, 196838

100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MA 01702
drbrendan@dentplant.com

234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway,
8

Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.
Remote Starters
from $169.99 installed

Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
Range antenna ($50 dollar value) for free Plus
$20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

177227014

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

11

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap °Pipe Wrap e« Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
« Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing AU of New England
Since 1985

i - B »
WEIDELIVER;THE MUST_IJEPEnnlBLEgﬁFannAgLE ROLLY

| DFF.DUMPSTERIRENTALS)THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND'| -

MILLENNIUM P5TOF  MILLENNIUM
« We service Boston and Greater New England ::2: ‘l]} |l]l ':T

« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5055

WWW.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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$8,391 PAY HIKE FOR EACH OF THE 40 SENATORS AND 160 REPRESENTATIVES

A total of $1.67 million
per year is the annual
estimated price tag for the
base salary hikes given last
week to each of the state’s
40 senators and 160 repre-
sentatives.

pay for the 2025-2026 leg-
islative session that began
January 1. The hike will
increase the base salary of
each senator and repre-
sentative by $8,391 per
year— from the current
$73,655 to $82,046.

Gov. Maura Healey an-
nounced that the 200
members of the Legisla-
ture will receive an 11.39
percent hike in their base

Healey is required under
the state constitution to
determine the amount of
a pay raise or cut that state

legislators would receive
for the 2025-2026 ses-
sion. All Massachusetts
governors are obligated
to increase or decrease
legislative salaries bienni-
ally under the terms of a
constitutional amendment
approved by the voters in
1998. The amendment,
approved by a better

than two-to-one margin,
requires legislative salaries
to be “increased or de-
creased at the same rate
as increases or decreases
in the median household
income for the common-
wealth for the preceding
two-year period, as ascer-
tained by the governor”

Healey said she used the
U.S. Census Bureau’s
American Community
Survey to determine that
median household income
for Massachusetts for the

2023-2024 period in-
creased by 11.39 percent.

Supporters of the hike said
that this automatic system
was approved by voters by
a two-to-one margin in
1998 and has worked well
for 26 years. They noted
that there have been years
when this system resulted
in a pay cut for legislators.
They said it is also impor-
tant that this system takes
away the power of the
Legislature to raise its own
members’ salaries and
eliminates any accusations
of conflict of interest.

Critics were quick to
respond. “Statehouse
elected officials should not
be receiving an automatic
11 percent pay raise,” said
Paul Craney, spokesper-
son for Massachusetts
Fiscal Alliance. “Not

many workers in Massa-
chusetts get that kind of a
pay bump automatically.
Legislative leaders set up
a system in 2017 so that
they don't have to vote
for any future pay raises.
If lawmakers care about
transparency, they should
vote on their new pay
raise.”

Craney continued, “Be-
fore the Legislature ac-
cepts their pay raise, they
should accept the results
of the audit the Legisla-
ture ballot question. This
legislative session should
not start with lawmakers
turther enriching them-
selves and then rejecting
the will of the voters. It’s a
broken legislative system
at the Statehouse and their
actions over the next week
will demonstrate how cor-
rupt it's becoming.”
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Please Join us For Toys for ILocal Children 2024!

December 7th, 2024 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm at the George Dilboy Post. There will be dinner,
music and raffles. Tickets $20.00 .

Tickets can be purchased by using our vemo @toys-forlocalchildren. Please inbox me and we will
get this done we will have a fun night that night! Thank you.
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ROSA PARKS DAY (H 3075)

13

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate
approved and sent to the
governor a bill establishing
February 4 as Rosa Parks
in recognition of the his-
toric civil rights leader.

“Rosa Parks’ bravery on
that Montgomery bus was
not just a pivotal moment
in the Civil Rights Move-
ment—it was a lesson in
courage, dignity and the
power of standing up for
what is right,” said co-
sponsor Rep. Kip Diggs

(D-Barnstable). “By estab-
lishing Rosa Parks Day,
we honor her profound
impact and inspire the
commonwealth to reflect
on the ongoing struggle
for equality”

Co-sponsor Rep. Mike

Kushmerek (D-Fitchburg)
said the measure will bring
awareness and representa-
tion to the heroic actions
of Rosa Parks during the
Civil Rights Movement.
“February 4th is the birth-
day of Rosa Parks, so it
will be a great reminder to

all those within the com-
monwealth to reflect on
the role she played in rais-
ing international aware-
ness of the struggles for
civil rights;” said Kushmerek.

. PROHIBIT REVOCATION OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSES (H 4937)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate
approved and sent to Gov.
Healey legislation that
would repeal a current
state law which creates
professional licensure
consequences for anyone

who defaults on their
student loan. Under cur-
rent law, a borrower’s
state-issued professional
or occupational certificate,
registration or license can
be suspended, revoked or
canceled if the borrower is
in default on an education

loan.

“I have been working on
this legislation for the last
three legislative sessions,
because the current laws
are potentially harmful to
the more than one million
student loan borrowers

in the commonwealth,”
said sponsor Rep. Natalie
Higgins (D-Leominster).
“With all of the uncer-
tainty around the federal
student loan forgiveness
and repayment plans, now
more than ever, we need
to protect student loan

borrowers and ensure
they can continue their
work and have the ability
to repay their student loan
debt”

ID FOR LIQUOR PURCHASES (H 4131)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate
approved and sent to the
governor a measure that
would allow alcohol-serv-
ing establishments to ac-
cept all out-of-state motor
vehicle licenses and Global
Entry cards issued by the
United States Customs and
Border Protection.

“This vitally important
economic measure will
support our restaurants,
bars and other entertain-
ment venues as they con-
tinue to fully recover from
losses experienced during
the pandemic and allow

our out-of-state visitors
to enjoy a drink, if they
choose,” said House spon-
sor Rep. Paul McMurtry
(d-Dedham).

“A constituent of mine
reached out regarding
Global Entry cards, and
how she had been refused
service in attempting to
use one to purchase alco-
hol,” said Senate sponsor
Sen. Pat Jehlen (D-Somer-
ville). “These cards require
two rounds of interviews,
one with Customs and
Border Protection, and an-
other with a Global Entry
Enrollment Center. You
must also provide your

passport and one other
form of identification.
Only after this extensive
process can you receive
the Global Entry Card,
which includes the indi-
vidual’s photo, full name
and date of birth. Over 5
million people have gone
through this process, and
it feels unnecessary to bar
them from utilizing this
form of identification in
the commonwealth for the
purchase of alcohol”

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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Manage Your Entire
Taxi Experience
Through Our Mobile
App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside

GREEN CAB

Reservations

Due to overwhelming
response, we’ve extende
our $10 discount on

Our Taxis. Logan airport rides. ..
Or Place Your Card on File in Our
App!
REAL ID
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ID-compliant at Mass.Gov/ ers who already
The Registry of  driver’s license REALID to learn have a compliant
Motor Vehicles  or ID,oravalid whatdocuments credential may

reminds Bay
State residents
that beginning
on May 7, 2025,
people travel-
ing by plane
domestically or
entering certain

passport.

The Registry
strongly encour-
ages everyone
seeking a REAL

are needed for a
required in-per-
son appointment.
Appointments to
upgrade to REAL
ID are available
now, and sev-
eral RMV service

renew online as
long as they have
not had a name
change.

centers offer Sat-
urday appoint-

federal facilities
will need a Regis-

ID-compliant
license or ID

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping

GREEN CAB and More

@ Green Cah & Yellow Cah
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HomeServices
John Buccelli

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!
Call about our 2.5% Savings Program
Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
resp we've
our $10 discount on
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Florence E. (Kennedy) McWatters

Obituary

Florence E. (Kennedy) Mc-
Watters, a lifelong resident
of Somerville for over 88
years, passed away peace-
fully on Dec 29, 2024, in the
beautiful surroundings of
Boothbay Harbor, Maine.
Born and raised in Somer-
ville she was the daughter of
late Florence (Graham) Ken-
nedy and John E. Kennedy
both of Somerville

Florence was the loving
mother to Robert McWat-
ters of Somerville, Carolyn
(Sissy) Ankenbauer and her
husband Robert Ankenbauer

of Billerica, Kevin McWat-
ters and his wife Karen

of Somerville , Marylynn
O’Malley and her husband
Tim of Booth Bay, ME and
lastly her loving cat named,
Eve

She was the former wife of
Robert (Bucky) McWatters.

Florence was the sister to the
late John Kennedy of Quincy
and his wife Elizabeth and
Margaret (Honey) Kennedy
of Medford. She was the
beloved Grandma to Bobby,
Shawn, Kevin, Jacqueline
and Bobby and the great
Grandma to Colin, Mad-

die, Landon, Angelo, Gavin
and Anthony. She loved her
many nieces, nephews, cous-
ins and friends.

Florence held several oc-
cupations over her lifetime,
first at New England Bell
company in Boston, the
Somerville Public Schools in
the luncheon programs and
then at Somerville Hospital
as a switchboard operator
and patient information
desk. During her retirement
days she proudly helped
others in recovery programs.
Above all, Florence was de-
voted to her family and had
a deep love for her Heav-

enly Father and she spread
the good news anyway she
could.

In keeping with Florence’s
wishes, funeral services and
burial at Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Malden will be held
privately.

In lieu of flowers, donations
in Florence’s memory can be
made to Samaritan’s Purse
at https://www.samaritans-
purse.org/memorial-page/
florence-mcwatters-somer-
ville-ma/

Save the Date: Somerville Public Safety for All Reports to be Shared With Community on Feb. 4

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne
and Somerville’s Depart-
ment of Racial and So-
cial Justice (RSJ) invite
community members to
attend an event present-
ing the completed reports
from the Public Safety for
All Task Force, Civilian
Oversight Task Force, and
Anti-Violence Working
Group on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 4, 2025 (rain date
February 6) at Somerville

High School (81 Highland
Ave) at 6:30 p.m.

Each task force, com-
prised of residents, subject
matter experts, and City
Council members, will
highlight their findings
and recommendations
aimed at enhancing public
safety and fostering stron-
ger community connec-
tions across Somerville.

“Ensuring public safety in

Somerville means listen-
ing to our community,
embracing transparency;,
and working collabora-
tively toward meaning-
tul change,” said Mayor
Ballantyne. “I encourage
all residents to join us on
February 4 to hear directly
from the dedicated mem-
bers of our task forces
and working group. Their
reports reflect months of
thoughtful engagement,

research, and a shared
commitment to making
Somerville safer and more
equitable for all”

Reports will be available
on Tuesday, January 28,
at somervillema.gov/psfa,
along with a form where
community members can
submit questions directly
to Task Force/Working
Group members ahead of
the event.

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628 0847

T T

COCO FLOW STYLE
BARBER SHOP

SOMERVILLE
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e iMoo - mec. ool call il
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“Somerville’s Best of the Best!
(857)233-6748
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PROTECT CATS AND DOGS (S 2908

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate approved
and sent to Gov. Healey legisla-
tion that would prohibit the sale
or transfer of any puppies and
kittens under eight weeks old.
Violators would be fined $100
per animal.

When the animal is more than
eight weeks old, the outright
ban is lifted and replaced with
a section that would prohibit

the sale or transfer of any dogs
or cats at specified outdoor
locations, such as flea markets
and roadsides. This prohibi-
tion would not apply to the
transfer of a dog or cat by, or
to, a shelter, animal control or
animal rescue; or to the display
of a dog or cat as part of a state
or county fair exhibition, a 4-H
program or similar exhibition
or educational program. Viola-
tors would be fined $50 per ani-
mal for a first offense, $100 for

a second offense and $300 for a
third and subsequent offenses.

“Early separation of pup-

pies and kittens from their
mother, and the unregulated
roadside sale of dogs and cats,
are practices that often lead to
serious health or behavioral
problems for the animal and no
recourse for the new owner,”
said sponsor Sen. John Velis (D-
Westfield). “I was proud to file
this legislation in the Senate this

session and am glad that it is
one step closer to becoming law
and establishing new protec-
tions for animals throughout
the commonwealth?”

“Passing this legislation would
represent an end to the supply-
and-demand relationship be-
tween Massachusetts and puppy
mills and give these animals

a better opportunity at find-

ing a home,” said Sen. Patrick
O’Connor (R-Weymouth), a

sponsor of an earlier version of
the measure. “I am a longtime
supporter of animal protec-
tion issues, even before I ran
for Senate. I have co-sponsored
many animal protection bills
and I am focused on protecting
animals as some of the most
vulnerable members of our so-
ciety. All animals deserve to be
treated with respect and dignity
and I am proud to be a voice for
animal rights on Beacon Hill”

Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COMMIS-
SION, BY THE POWER
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A
SPECIAL

ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE,
CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS
OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULA-
TIONS WITH THE ADDI-
TION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2024-59 Article V Section

5-15 “Handicapped Parking”

is amended with the addition
of the

following location: 120 Walnut

St.

2024-60 Article V Section 5-2
“Loading/Service Zones” is
amended with the addition of
the

following location: loading
zone at 211-213 Highland Ave
(approximately 70 ft) from
8:00am-

2:30am, resident permit park-
ing from 2:30am-8:00am.
2024-61 Article V Section 5-2
“Loading/Service Zones” is
amended with the addition of
the

following location: loading
zone on the east side of Tufts
Street nearest 19/23 Tufts Street
(approximately 40 ft) from
8:00am-8:00pm, resident
permit parking from 8:00pm-
8:00am.

2024-62 Article V Section 5-2
“Loading/Service Zones” is
amended with the addition of
the

following location: loading
zone on the east side of Tufts
Street nearest 45/47 Tufts Street
(approximately 40 ft) from

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
_ & HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRtGERmm '
====—s=——==N ANDOVER, MA

8:00am-8:00pm, resident
permit parking from 8:00pm-
8:00am.

2024-63 Article VI Section 6-1
“One-Way Streets” is amended
as follows: allow two-way travel
for people riding bicycles on
Hawkins Street between Wash-
ington Street and Somerville
Avenue.

PROMULGATED: DECEM-
BER 12, 2024
ADVERTISED: DECEMBER
24,2024

_|*.|,...

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

H ga.!.l'u"'

DECEMBER 31, 2024
JANUARY 7, 2024
EFFECTIVE: JANUARY 15,
2024

Somervill/Medford News
Weekly 12/24/24, 12/31/24,
01/07/25
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Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log

Crime Log
12/17/24 — 12/30/24

.SOMERVILLEPD.COM/PUBLIC-SAFE
|

Assault

24078495: On 12/17/24 at approxi-
mately 3:14 PM, Somerville Police
responded to Brook St & Rush St
for report of a fight. Upon arrival,
officers spoke with a juvenile male
who stated he got into a fight with
another juvenile male. The victim
had injuries to his lip.

Assault

24080436: On 12/28/24 at approxi-
mately 9:52 AM, Somerville Police
responded to Myrtle St for report
of an assault. Upon arrival, officers
spoke with the victim who stated
he got into an argument with a
male party known to him. During

the argument, the male suspect as-
saulted the victim then threatened
to kill him. Officers identified the
male suspect.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24080112: On 12/26/24 at approxi-
mately 1:30 PM, Somerville Police
responded to a residence on Brom-
field Rd for report of a past break-
ing and entering. Upon arrival,
officers spoke with the victim who
stated both floors of the residence
were broken into and there were
discarded beverages left behind.
Nothing was reported stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24080110: On 12/26/24 at approxi-
mately 1:24 PM, Somerville Police
responded to a residence on Brom-
field Rd for report of a past break-
ing and entering. Upon arrival,
officers conducted a walk through
and observed two unlocked doors
and the house in disarray. Nothing
was reported stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24080098: On 12/26/24 at ap-
proximately 12:14 PM, Somerville
Police responded to a residence on
Bromfield Rd for report of a past
breaking and entering. Upon ar-

rival, officers spoke with the victim
who stated her and her roommates
were gone for the holidays and
when she returned, observed the
front door open and the house in
disarray. Nothing was reported
stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24080502: On 12/28/24 at ap-
proximately 3:40 PM, Somerville
Police responded to a residence on
Bromfield Rd for report of a past
breaking and entering. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with the victim
who stated he and his parents ar-
rived home after being gone for the
holidays. When they pulled into
the driveway, they observed a male
party walking away from the resi-
dence and the back door unlocked.
Nothing was reported stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24080322: On 12/27/24 at ap-
proximately 5:40 PM, Somerville
Police responded to a residence on
Bromfield Rd for report of a past
breaking and entering. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with the victim
who stated she visited her friends
house and noticed the inside was
in disarray and various belong-
ings were left behind. Nothing was

reported stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24080518: On 12/28/24 at ap-
proximately 5:52 PM, Somerville
Police responded to a residence on
Jay St for report of a past breaking
and entering. Upon arrival, officers
spoke with the victim who stated
they observed the basement door
was open and various belongings
were left behind. Nothing was
reported stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24078961: On 12/19/24 at approxi-
mately 5:49 PM, Somerville Police
responded to a residence on Mystic
Ave for report of a past breaking
and entering. Upon arrival, officers
spoke with the victim who stated
his basement door was kicked
open. Nothing was reported stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24079281: On 12/21/24 at approxi-
mately 7:39 AM, Somerville Police
responded to a residence on Col-
lege Ave for report of a past break-
ing and entering. Upon arrival,
officers spoke with the victim who
stated he woke up and observed

a male party watching TV in his
living room. The male party then

fled out of the house. Nothing was
reported stolen.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24079660: On 12/23/24 at ap-
proximately 9:52 AM, Somerville
Police responded to 550 Broadway
for report of an unwanted group.
Upon arrival, officers spoke with
the reporting party who stated a
group of individuals broke into
the restrooms at Trum Field and
caused damage inside.

Residential Breaking & Entering
24080207: On 12/26/24 at ap-
proximately 10:19 PM, Somerville
Police responded to a residence
on Broadway for report of a past
breaking and entering. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with the victim
who stated she left her house and
when she returned, observed her
back doors were open. Nothing
was reported stolen.

Other Crimes:

5 Bike Thefts

13 Package Thefts
3 MV Thefts

3 Vandalisms

3 MV Vandalisms
6 Car Breaks

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square

Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

Give what you can, Take what you need
Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook

and please join the group!

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of

Somerville is overwhelming.

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

ABE 5, MANSOUR

ELIAS ¥. MANSOUR

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group

in Union Square.

Frank Santangelo

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,

(617} 623-5678
(617} 623-5046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALITD SERVICE CENTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REFAIR
STATE INSPECTION STICKERS

258 BROADWAY

K“‘> : ‘lr sing Backpack Checklist </
BASICS: TOILETRIES
_Wool beame {hat} _ Mulli-purpose wapses
Smart wool socks Chagpstick

__ Glaves __ Facial wipes
__ Scarf _ Mupisturizer

__ Comb
FOOD & DRIMNE Toothbrush & tooth paste
_ Quality instant cotfes __ Grooming kit
__Tea
__ Energy dnink SURVIVAL
__ Beef jerky _ First aid kit
__ Dwied fruit __ Water bottle wath built in filter
__ Fruit leathers ___ Heat-pack
___ Trail mix Multi-purpose (ool
_ Muts
__Grancda bars TREATS
__ Protein poveder packets _ Chocolates
_ Restaurant gift cards __ Fruil snacks

__ Cookie snack packs
HELP THEM COMNECT __ Candy {individually wrapped}
__Journal & pen __ Mints
__ Stationary ___ Chewing gum
__ Stamps

_ Pre-paid phane card

SPLURGE:
_ Starbucks gift card
__ Compact reusable bag

Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE DISCOUNTS (H 5133)

19

_, By Bob Katzen

Gov. Maura Healey

'~ signed onto law legis-

lation waiving, for six
years, until 2030, a law

" that requires busi-

nesses and groups to
have a 35 percent par-

B ticipation rate in order

to qualify for group
auto and home insur-
ance discount rates.
The measure permits

groups with less than
the 35 percent partici-
pation to take advan-
tage of group rates,
which supporters said
will save members
between 5 percent
and 8 percent. The law
has been waived since
1997. The 35 percent
requirement was first
included in a 1973 law.

Supporters said if the

bill is not approved,
insurance discounts
for 322,000 vehicles
and 142,000 homes in
the Bay State would
disappear on January
1, 2025 and consum-
ers will pay millions of
dollars more for insur-
ance.

“This bill will preserve
access to more afford-
able home and auto

insurance for Mas-
sachusetts residents,’
said Gov. Healey.

Reps. Dan Cahill (D-
Lynn) and Tom Walsh
(D-Peabody) sponsors
of the measure did not
respond to repeated
requests by Beacon
Hill Roll Call asking

them to comment on
their bill.

VENMO, PAYPAL AND CASHAPP (H 4840)

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into
law legislation that sup-
porters say would put con-
sumer protections in place
for consumers who use
payment apps like Venmo,
PayPal and CashApp,
while also leveling the
regulatory playing field for
businesses in the banking
and finance industry.

Provisions include man-
dating updated regulations
for domestic money trans-
mission services, including
licensing and compliance

requirements; prohibiting
an individual from engag-
ing in domestic money
transmission without a
license; requiring licensees
engaged in this business to
submit regular reports on
their financial condition,
including quarterly and
annual reports; requiring
all licensees to refund to a
sender all money received
for transmission within
ten days of receipt of the
sender’s written request
for a refund unless certain
circumstances apply; and
allowing the commis-
sioner of Banks to suspend

or revoke licenses for
non-compliance, fraud or
unsafe practices, and to
impose civil penalties for
violations.

“With this new law, con-
sumers in Massachusetts
will now have protection
when transferring money
to friends and businesses
through payment apps,’
said Gov. Healey. “The use
of apps like Venmo and
PayPal has skyrocketed
over the years, with bil-
lions of dollars exchanging

of this legislation cannot

be understated”

“We are so excited to see
the domestic money trans-
mission bill become law
because it will positively
impact both consum-

ers and businesses,” said
Secretary of Economic
Development Yvonne Hao.
“In addition to offering
protection for those us-
ing payment apps here in
Massachusetts, the bill also
establishes regulatory con-
sistencies for any business
offering the same services
as banking institutions.”

“With the increasing use
of mobile payment ap-
plications like Venmo
now established as part of
the financial landscape,
it's time for regulatory
oversight to ensure con-
sumers will have the same
protections that apply

to traditional sectors of
the financial industry,’
said Sen. Mike Rodrigues
(D-Westport), chair of
the Senate Committee on
Ways and Means.

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

hands, so the importance

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

. (DINEIN ONLY
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PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
TEAM AWARD WINNER
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Bob Nelson, 62, Long Time North Shore DJ

By Joe Viglione

A familiar voice and face on the
New England music scene, Bob
“Raccoon” Nelson passed away
on or about Friday January 4,
2025. His Facebook page notes
that he was 62.

For local musicians, this is
Earth shattering new. Nelson
would play a plethora of artists,
allowing them interview air

time and live performance. Put
“Bob Nelson WMWM” in a
YouTube search for just a taste
of his work on behalf of local
recording artists.

Acoustic Avemue D] Ronnie
Deschenes wrote a touching
first post about his friend Bob’s
passing: “Tonight I played 6
hours of music dedicated to
the memory of my good friend
Bob Nelson. After, I set up
automation and sat in the dark.
I thought of Bob and the fun
we've had. I prayed. I cried.

I didn’t want to leave. I felt like
if I closed the door and locked
up the station, somehow that
would make it final.

Bob was part of NOBR since
our beginning. He was a very
intelligent man, kind, thought-

ful, appreciative and most of all
humble.

He once told me that he never
dated or married and that to
him, the love of his life was this
radio station. I remembered
that as I steeled myself to leave.
I shut the lights and closed the
door knowing that Bob Nelson
is still in there. He was there at
the start and will be over our
shoulders monitoring the board
always.

You will be missed dearly Rob-
ert. Your friends loved you and
will remember you fondly.

Thank you for all you have
taught and shared through the
years. (used with permission of
DJ Deschenes)

The comments are pouring in

on Facebook: Linda Morin,
former girlfriend of the late
Doug Mascot, who was Nelson’s
DJ partner “sorry to hear about
Bob passing. He will be with
Doug in heaven. He was a won-
derful person” Michael Gray of
American Beauties band noted
“This is sad news. Bless him and
condolences to his friends and
family”while Tom Reid posted
“Very sorry to hear this. Back
in the 1980s, he was a big sup-
porter of a band I was in. We
reunited - if you can call it that
- on Facebook a while back,
but, sadly, never got together in
person”

I could speak volumes of posi-
tive things about Bob’s support
of the scene and his friendship
over the past few decades. He
was invited to appear with radio
notable Donna Halper on this

writer’s TV show, Visual Radio
January 2025, Halper writ-

ing on January 6 “I'm utterly
stunned. As I said, I talked to
him 2 weeks ago and he insisted
he was getting better” We are
all shocked and saddened by
the loss of this huge figure in
the Boston/New England rock
arena. Bob’s contributions were
many, and they will live on.

You can hear many Podcasts
created by Bob on his Rac-
coonRollRadio.com or http://
raccoonradio.freehostia.com/
Streaming Audio and Podcasts

There will be a tribute to DJ
Nelson on North of Boston
Radio online, Saturday January
11, 2024 starting at noon.
NorthOfBostonRadio.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

10% off when you

mention this ad! CENTURY

Call 781-990-9105 Skt PR
or email o
centurymasonryma@

gmail.com

WATERPROOFING =

W focus an the qlJ'hl,:l._'b:l'l' ﬂf&}if_‘ e

Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acaliblial e,

WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT

STOP LEAKS
Mention This Ad

10% Discount
781-990-

9105

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY
www.centurymasonryma.com

781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com

[k lor Rackes])

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Verani Realty

: & Von Stry Team
368 Highland Ave
" Somerville, MA 02144
¥

' )

Jack.Lister@verani.com
Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

Jack Lister

e

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

617-438-2460

Condominium

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

Multi - Family

loanne Van Stry
781-507-1954

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

e
g e St

diabin Sorviom = [nperienoed 1 Beflainds + Lot sy vt

"MGIW«M-Smoofher .S.Inc{_e 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-9174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

¢ Speak to Qur Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining

, Wialls, Foundation Repair, Chimmey Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

ull ramodael imtarior work carriad out!
¢ RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRCTION LLC
| B57-228-G6B2
1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-001887%3-00 213083

Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

Davis Square - 4 Family - %1.27534
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development

7Y

R 7>
-l

(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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«
S Yagner

floral Designs

Floral Designs

508 Somerville Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

S e wagnerfloraldesigns.com
wagnerfloraldesigns.com
mention this ad (6 ]- 7) 764' 1428
facebook.com/WagnerFloralDesigns & gﬁJr 0% ofF

wagnerleandro2@hotmail.com our purchase 508 SOIIlGI'Vllle AVG, SOIneI'VlHe, MA

Jerry’s Liquor Mart

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410 ; = iy

Hours: - _ -y~ - »
Monday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm -
Tuesday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Thursday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Saturday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

| BARNES ZNOBLE o
SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE amazoncom
@<kvhraz e
WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFE BARSTAFF

WE ARE
HIRING!

T Kilehen, WailsialT

andl Bar Stall

&& |||il|||||r L
awwl b st ol 1
STORE INC rily s mer bl =t

617 623 3957

2l Wikl 4 ki

siafiie Ml e

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM

o
Deog o cpawme gt 515 Bpagsay
-l-l_.i:l'lll - I‘lh £ 1]
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT

—
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40

s hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
- Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,
Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




