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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 17 Continuded to page 5

Continued to page 13

Somerville Community Encouraged to Prepare 
Now for Snow Season

Social Engineering and Paralysis of 
the Woke Political Moonbats In Our 

OPIOID CRISIS (H 5143)
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Adams, Deborah E. – Of 
Stoneham, passed away 
on Monday, December 16, 
2024, at Winchester Hos-
pital, after a brief illness. 
She was 72 years old.
 
Born in Melrose, Deborah 
was the daughter of the 
late John and Katherine 
(Pietela) Shea. She was a 
cherished member of the 
American Legion, Read-
ing Post 62. Deborah 
had a passion for finding 
a great deal and was a 
regular at local flea mar-
kets, where she enjoyed 
hunting for treasures. She 
was known for her love 
of cooking, often prepar-

ing delicious meals and 
baking homemade goods 
for her family and friends. 
Above all, Deborah’s 
greatest joy came from 
spending time with her 
beloved family, especially 
her grandchildren, with 
whom she shared count-
less treasured moments.

Beloved wife of 36 years to 
Timothy Adams. Devoted 
mother of John Adams 
and his wife Crystal and 
Casey McClory and her 
husband David. Loving 
grandmother of Brooke, 
Kayden, Connor, Cole, 
Patrick, and Bryson. Dear 
sister of John Shea of Flor-

ida, and the late Dennis 
Shea of North Carolina. 
Cherished aunt of Leanne, 
Dennis, Nick and the late 
Stephen.

A celebration of life will 
be scheduled after the 
holidays at a later date.

In lieu of flowers contri-
butions may be made in 
Deborah’s name to Mass 
General Cancer Center at 
https://giving.massgen-
eral.org/donate/cancer-
center.

Obituary
It is with deep sadness that we 
announce the passing of Mat-
thew Gaudet, a beloved son, 
brother, and friend, who passed 
away on November 22, 2024, at 
the young age of 47.
 

Born in Cambridge, raised in 
Somerville, Matthew’s love 
for travel took him to many 
corners of the world, but none 
more special than London, 
England. For Matthew, London 
was a second home; a place 
where he always felt at peace. 

Whether exploring the bustling 
streets with his loving friends 
or simply enjoying a quiet 
moment, the city captured his 
heart in a way few places ever 
did.
 
At home, Matthew was an 
enthusiastic supporter of local 
eateries, with a special fond-
ness for Leone’s, where he could 
always be found enjoying a 
good meal and sharing laughs 
with his close family friends, 
Nick and all the staff. His love 
for food was matched only by 
his love for good company and 
even better conversation.
 
When not out exploring the 
world or savoring local dishes, 
Matthew could often be found 
at home, curled up with his 
beloved cat, Gracie. He enjoyed 
quiet evenings watching movies 
or engaging in a spirited game 
of Cards Against Humanity. 
Always the jokester, Matthew 
loved making others laugh, 

especially when playing pranks 
on his sisters, his favorite target 
for playful humor. His sense of 
humor, quick wit, and conta-
gious laughter were a constant 
source of joy to all who knew 
him. On Halloween, Matthew 
enjoyed showing up to his desk 
at Harvard University fully 
dressed up in a costume to 
make his Harvard family laugh.

Calling hours will be held in 
the George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home 855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville, on 
Saturday, January 18th from 
10:00AM to 1:00PM.
 
Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.
 
Words of Remembrance will be 
held on Saturday at 12:30PM.
 
Interment will be private.
 
Matthew’s passing leaves a void 
in the hearts of his family and 

friends, but his memory will 
live on in the stories we share, 
the laughter we recall, and the 
love he gave so freely.
 
Beloved son of Margaret 
Gaudet. Devoted brother of 
Melissa Gaudet and Melinda 
Gaudet-Gopen and her hus-
band Jeff. Cherished uncle of 
Marc Gaudet, Shane Gaudet 
and Savannah Gaudet. Loving 
grandson of the late Barbara 
“Nana BJ” O’Connor. Dear 
nephew of Patrick O’Connor. 
God son of Barbara Moura and 
family. Fur-dad to his beloved 
cat Gracie. Also held dearly by 
many loving friends, cousins 
and extended family members.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Matthew Gaudet

Somerville/Medford Remembering Deborah E. Adams

Somerville/Medford Remembering Edith M. “Edie” Nickerson

Obituary
Mrs. Edith M. “Edie” 
Nickerson, of Somerville, 
passed away on December 
16, 2024, she was 85 years 

old. Born in Medford, 
she was raised in Arling-
ton, daughter of Elaine 
(Karahalis) and Arthur 
J. Larson. Former wife of 

the late Robert D. Nicker-
son. Growing up, she was 
affectionately known as 
“Honey”.

Edith is the devoted 
mother of Michele Camp-
bell and her late husband 
Daniel W. Campbell and 
Stephanie Nickerson, all 
of Somerville. She is the 
cherished “Grandma” 
and “Gummy” of Da-
vid Herald and his wife 
Jennifer, Jonathan Her-
ald and his wife Alison, 
Christopher Herald and 
his wife Maureen, Al-

exander Herald and his 
wife Christina, Timothy 
Herald and Sydney Nick-
erson. Great-Grandma of 
Nicholas, Elisa, Abigail, 
Matthew, Joshua and Ben-
jamin Herald. Sister of the 
late Gregory Larson and 
Arthur Larson, Jr.
 
Aside from being a loving 
mother and grandmother, 
Edie was a certified nurs-
ing assistant devoted to 
her many patients. She 
began working for the 
Somerville Visiting Nurses 
Association and then 
Cambridge Homes, be-

fore her retirement from 
Cadbury Commons. In 
earlier years, she served as 
leader of the Girl Scouts 
at St. Catherine Church 
and enjoyed painting and 
had a love of crocheting. 
She also tried her luck 
during many trips to the 
casinos, above all Edith 
loved spending time with 
family, especially her 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
 
In keeping with Edie’s 
wishes, a private burial 
will take place at a later 
date.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

“On Air with Billy Tauro” Episode 2. Nothing ever filtered, 
nothing ever watered-down, just the plain true facts! Enjoy!

“On Air with Billy 
Tauro” Episode 2. 
Nothing ever fil-
tered, nothing ever 
watered-down, just 
the plain true facts! 
Enjoy!

https://youtu.be/
m4u5uzr8vCY

Social Engineering and Paralysis of the Woke Political Moonbats In Our Society
By William Tauro

When is enough enough? 
January 20th can’t come 
soon enough when we 
will have common sense 
restored back into the 
White House.

Kamala Harris Faced 
Backlash as an old video 
clip of hers that resurfaced 
promoting ‘Wokeness’.

According to the Republic 
News Source “The resur-
faced video from 2017 
shows Kamala Harris 
urging Americans to “stay 
woke,” igniting a wave of 
criticism on social me-
dia. Conservative author 
James Lindsay and others 
have labeled her a “Com-
munist functionary,” lead-
ing to intense backlash. 
The video has sparked 
public debate over the 
controversial topics dis-
cussed during the confer-
ence, including immigra-
tion and drug policies, 
raising questions about 
Harris’s stance on these is-
sues in light of her current 

role as Vice President.”

See video clip: Harris says 
‘everybody needs to be 
woke’ in unearthed clip 
spreading like wildfire 
on social media https://
search.app/cy7R9nKo-
QCp4D3Bg8

Our elected officials here 
in Somerville are a to-
tal disgrace as well! Just 
look at the dancing woke 
Somerville City Council-
woman in this video! She 
should concentrate more 
on our homeless, our vet-
erans, our seniors, fixing 
our streets and schools 
and giving our police 
and firefighters the tools 
they need to keep us safe 
instead of spending time 
on our dime acting like 
the total clown that she is 
acting like in my opinion!

Click on the link to 
see the dancing Woke 
Somerville Council-
woman: https://www.
facebook.￼ com/share/
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Reports from the Public Safety 
for All Task Force, Civilian Over-
sight Task Force, and the Anti-
Violence Working Group will be 
Posted Online Starting Tuesday, 
January 28 

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and Somerville’s 
Department of Racial and Social 
Justice (RSJ) are inviting all to 
join a community event present-
ing the completed reports from 
the Public Safety for All Task 
Force, Civilian Oversight Task 
Force, and Anti-Violence Work-
ing Group on Tuesday, February 
4, 2025  (rain date Thursday, 
February 6) at Somerville High 

School (81 Highland Ave).  

The event will begin at 6:30 p.m., 
and constituents are invited to 
join members from the Public 
Safety for All Task Force, Civil-
ian Oversight Task Force, and 
Anti-Violence Working Group 
for a discussion of their find-
ings, a Q&A about the course of 
their work, and an overview of 
next steps in the process. Free 
snacks and refreshments will 
be provided. In advance of the 
event, each report will be shared 
on January 28, 2025, via the PSFA 
webpage. 

“Ensuring public safety in 
Somerville means listening to our 
community, embracing transpar-
ency, and working collaboratively 
toward meaningful change,” said 
Mayor Ballantyne. “I encour-
age all residents to join us on 
February 4 to hear directly from 
the dedicated members of our 

task forces and working group. 
Their reports reflect months of 
thoughtful engagement, research, 
and a shared commitment to 
making Somerville safer and 
more equitable for all.” 

Submit questions to the Task 
Forces/Working Group 

Ahead of the Public Safety for 
All Report Release Event, com-
munity members will have the 
opportunity to submit questions 
directly to the members of the 
Task Forces/Working Group. 
Beginning at 9 a.m. on January 
28, 2025, there will be a form for 
constituents to submit questions 
for the Q&A portion of the meet-
ing on the PSFA webpage. 

RSJ encourages community 
members to consider submitting 
a question to be discussed by 
the Task Forces/Working Group 
members live at the Report 

Release Event. There will be an 
opportunity for community 
members to ask questions live 
during the meeting but submit-
ting questions in advance is 
recommended.
 

About the Public Safety for All 
Initiative Task Forces 

The Public Safety for All, Civilian 
Oversight, and the Anti-Violence 
Task Forces, each comprised of 
residents, subject matter experts, 
and City Council members, 
began their work in late Spring 
2023.   

The Public Safety for All Task 
Force was tasked with focusing 
on two key areas: 
Drafting recommendations that 
will inform the adoption of an 
alternative, co-response, and/
or unarmed response model 
to address calls for service and 

identified public safety needs in 
Somerville. 
Drafting recommendations that 
will help and improve Somer-
ville’s public safety infrastructure 
at large. 
The Civilian Oversight Task 
Force was tasked with producing 
recommendations for the City’s 
first-ever civilian oversight entity, 
including its powers, duties, 
composition, and more. 
The Anti-Violence Working 
Group was tasked with producing 
recommendations that specifi-
cally focused on mitigating four 
types of violence in the City: 
gun violence, gang violence, 
domestic violence, and traffic 
violence.	

Save the Date: Somerville Sharing Public Safety for 
All Final Reports With Community on Tuesday, February 4

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the Somerville 
Museum are inviting commu-
nity members to commemorate 

an iconic moment in American 
history at the 249th Annual 
Prospect Hill Flag Raising on 
January 1, 2025. On this date in 
1776, General George Wash-
ington raised the first American 
flag atop Prospect Hill, marking 
a pivotal moment in the Revo-
lutionary War. Each New Year’s 
Day, the City honors this legacy 

with a community celebration. 

When: Monday, January 1, 
2025, from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Starting at Somerville 
City Hall (93 Highland Ave) 
and proceeding to Prospect Hill 
Park
The event features remarks 
from local officials, historical 

reenactments, and a ceremonial 
parade led by the Ancient & 
Honorable Artillery Company 
of Massachusetts and Revolu-
tionary War reenactors. Com-
munity members of all ages 
are encouraged to attend this 
tradition celebrating Somer-
ville’s central role in America’s 
founding story.

For more information on the 
Prospect Hill Flag raising, 
please contact Grace Bryan, 
Historic Events Manager at the 
Somerville Museum via email 
atgrace@somervillemuseum.
org.

City of Somerville Commemorates the 249th Prospect Hill Flag Raising on January 1, 2025
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

By Bob Katzen

On February 22, 2024, the 
House gave initial ap-
proval to a proposal that 
would allow cities and 
towns to increase the cur-
rent $300 maximum fine 
for parking illegally in a 
parking space reserved for 
persons with disabilities. 
That $300 fine is set by 
the state and goes into the 

municipalities’ General 
Fund. The measure would 
allow cities and towns to 
impose an additional $450 
fine – making the total 
fine $750. The additional 
$450 would be placed into 
a specialized local account 
to be used for Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) upgrades in the 
city or town where the 
violation occurred. The 

original $300 fine would 
still go into the commu-
nity’s General Fund.

 

  Supporters said that 
across the state, cities and 
towns have plans to make 
their communities more 
accessible but oftentimes 
a lack of funding prevents 
them from enacting their 

plans. They noted that this 
bill allows them to place 
some of the financial bur-
den on the backs of those 
who violate the laws that 
exist to protect the rights 
of people with disabilities.

 

   Sponsor Rep. Bruce 
Ayers (D-Athol) did 
not respond to repeated 

requests by Beacon Hill 
Roll Call asking him if he 
thinks BTR is violating 
House rules by holding 
up the measureand if he 
would move to discharge 
his bill from the commit-
tee.

INCREASE FINES FOR VIOLATING HANDICAPPED PARKING (H 3261)

BLOOD BANKS (S 2994)
By Bob Katzen

The Senate approved and 
sent to the House legis-
lation that would allow 
organizations registered as 
blood establishments with 
the federal United States 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration, to maintain a 

blood bank if the bank is 
approved by the Massa-
chusetts Commissioner of 
the Department of Public 
Health and the Public 
Health Council. 

 

   Supporters said there 

are a number of blood 
banks that operate nation-
ally that currently supply 
Massachusetts hospitals 
but may not draw or store 
blood here. They argued 
that this legislation is 
intended to address that 
inefficiency. Currently 
only the Red Cross, Cen-

ter for Blood Research and 
hospitals are permitted to 
draw and store blood in 
the Bay State.

 

  “This bill simply allows 
FDA-approved facilities in 
Massachusetts to accept 

blood donations,” said 
sponsor Sen. Barry Fine-
gold (D-Andover). “This 
commonsense initiative 
will expand access and 
capacity, benefitting hos-
pitals and patients alike.”

Petrosillo, Girolamo “Lee” 
-Of Winchester, Dec. 21st. 
Son of the late Orazio and 
Luigia Petrosillo. Loving 
brother of Rose Rinaldi 
and her husband Aldo of 
Rome, Italy, Cindy Petrosi-
llo of Woburn, Marina Bal-
dasaro of Malden, Maria 
Grazia Petrosillo of Med-
ford, Ada Tauro- Sidoti 
and her husband David of 
Revere, Elizabeth Petrosi-
llo and her fiancé John 
Sensi of Gardner and the 
late Carolina “Carla” Tauro 
and Annarita Petrosillo 
O’Keefe. Lee also leaves 
behind several loving 
aunts, uncles and cousins.
Lee was a huge Boston 
sports fan and you could 

often hear screams of 
excitement when his home 
team scored. He lived his 
life with such kindness, 
gentleness and helpful-
ness that it left an indelible 
mark on each of us. We 
had the profound honor 
of knowing Lee not just 
as a sibling, but as a con-
fidante, a supporter and a 
beacon of light in the lives 
of everyone he touched. 
Lee was the kind of person 
who lived his values every 
day, He adored his mother 
and often found him 
helping her with everyday 
needs. Lee spent a lot of 
time with family, he loved 
attending all his nephew’s 
baseball games and his 

nephews loved seeing him 
there. Most of his nieces 
and nephews looked at 
him as their father figure. 
They will miss him the 
most.

Lee’s funeral service will be 
held in the Cota Funeral 
Home, 335 Park St. (cor-
ner of Park St. and Rte.28) 
NORTH READING, at 
Reading line on Friday, 
Dec. 27th at 12:30pm. 
Relatives and friends may 
visit with the family prior 
to the service from 10am-
12:30pm. Interment Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden. 
http://www.cotafuneral.
com

Somerville/Medford Remembering Girolamo “Lee” Petrosillo
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746



 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly Tuesday December 24th, 2024      10

INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

By Bob Katzen

The House approved and 
sent to the Senate a new ver-
sion of legislation, originally 
sponsored by Gov. Maura 
Healey, that would prevent 
commercial drivers from 
losing their licenses due to 
passenger vehicle offenses 
they committed prior to 
September 30, 2005.

The Registry of Motor 
Vehicles recently notified 
hundreds of bus and truck 
drivers that they were ineli-
gible for commercial licens-
es due to at least two past 
major offenses, blindsiding 
many motorists who for 
years thought their infrac-

tions were behind them.

“Over time, the relevance 
and predictive value of these 
older offenses has dimin-
ished, particularly for those 
drivers who have remained 
offense-free since,” said 
Healey. “In most circum-
stances, a commercial 
driver who meets the safety 
requirements of federal law 
should not be disqualified 
from driving due solely to 
passenger vehicle offenses 
that occurred 19 or more 
years ago. She noted her bill 
would remove consideration 
of pre-September 30, 2005 
passenger vehicle offenses 
from our disqualification 
law, except for multiple 

instances of operating under 
the influence.

$3.2 MILLION FOR MAS-
SACHUSETTS COASTAL 
COMMUNITIES – The 
Healey Administration an-
nounced the awarding of 
$3.2 million in grants for 
projects that proponents say 
will support the economic 
vitality, tourism and ecosys-
tem health of the Bay State’s 
waterfront and harbors, 
while helping the state reach 
its ambitious climate resil-
iency goals.

“Coastal communities play a 
critical role in our economy,” 
said Gov. Healey. “The …. 
Grants help cities and towns 

make infrastructure im-
provements to prepare for 
extreme weather caused by 
climate change while also 
investing in important blue 
economy businesses, com-
mercial fishing operations 
and tourist and recreational 
enterprises.”

“These investments will sup-
port a range of critical initia-
tives, from coastal resilience 
and dredging projects to 
pier infrastructure enhance-
ments that protect our 
shorelines,” said Secretary 
of Economic Development 
Yvonne Hao. “By funding 
these efforts, we’re ensuring 
a safer and more enduring 
future for our coasts from 

the North Shore to the Cape 
and Islands.”

“Maritime communities 
are important centers of 
economic activity, draw-
ing many visitors each year 
and supporting the coastal 
industries that have been 
integral to our state’s econo-
my,” said Undersecretary of 
Economic Foundations Ash-
ley Stolba. “We are proud 
to fund these projects and 
look forward to their lasting 
impact on the future genera-
tions of these towns.”

COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSES (H 5139)
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

On February 12, 2024, the 
House gave initial ap-
proval to a bill that makes 
online sales of cars subject 
to the same law as if the 
sales were executed at the 
dealership’s physical place 
of business.

 

   Supporters said the bill 
aims to modernize the law 
regarding online car buy-
ing by not forcing dealers 
to provide a 3-day return 
policy for online auto 
purchases. The measure 
would make it so the busi-
nesses selling these cars 
would have the choice to 
make all purchases final as 

long as that fact is clearly 
disclosed to the customer, 
instead of making the 
dealer pay for the some-
times significant trans-
portation costs associated 
with a customer changing 
their mind. They noted 
that people shopping for a 
car online have the benefit 
of a lot of information to 
make this important deci-

sion, as well as the luxury 
to shop for many cars at 
once located over a great 
distance.

 

   Reps. Jack Lewis (D-
Framingham) and Priscila 
Sousa (D-Framingham), 
the co-sponsors of the 
proposal did not respond 

to repeated requests by 
Beacon Hill Roll Call 
asking them if they think 
BTR is violating House 
rules by holding up the 
measureand if they would 
move to discharge the bill 
from BTR.

ONLINE CAR SALES (H 351)

Somerville/Medford Remembering Philip Lamb
Philip Lamb – Of Somer-
ville, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, De-
cember 20, 2024. He was 86 
years old. 

Complete obit to be posted. 

Calling hours will be held 
privately.
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Our Lady of the Assumption 
School Christmas Craft Fair

Please Join us For Toys for lLocal Children 2024!
December 7th, 2024 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm at the George Dilboy Post. There will be dinner, 
music and raffles. Tickets $20.00 .
Tickets can be purchased by using our vemo @toys-forlocalchildren. Please inbox me and we will 
get this done we will have a fun night that night!￼ Thank you.

2024 Toys For Local Children Event

By Bob Katzen

  Rep. Marc Lombardo 
(R-Billerica) announced 
his candidacy for House 
GOP Minority Leader. 
He is challenging current 
GOP Minority Leader 
Rep. Brad Jones (R-North 
Reading) who has been a 
representative for 30 years 
and has held the leader-
ship post since 2002. 
Lombardo is a 14-year 
incumbent who first took 
office in 2011.

 

    The election will take 
place on January 1 when 
the Legislature convenes 
the 2025-2026 session.

 

  “Massachusetts is at a 
crossroads,” said Lom-
bardo. “For too long, the 

voices of our communities 
have been overshadowed 
by the Democratic Party’s 
monopoly on power. Our 
Republican Caucus has 
a duty to provide a real 
alternative, one that cham-
pions fiscal responsibility, 
individual liberty and the 
values that make Mas-
sachusetts a great place to 
live and work. To do this, 
we need leadership that 
is dynamic, collaborative 
and unafraid to chart a 
new course.”

 

  “The current Republican 
leadership has repeatedly 
failed to be a voice of rea-
son at a time when Demo-
crats continue to pass 
laws that are crippling 
the economy and making 
Massachusetts one of the 
most expensive states in 
the country to live in,” he 

continued. “Hard working 
people across the com-
monwealth are suffering 
as a direct result of these 
failed progressive policies 
that the Republican leader 
has supported. Energy 
costs are through the roof, 
it’s almost impossible to 
run a small business and 
billions are being spent 
on illegal migrants when 
a growing number of 
residents are barely able to 
make ends meet.”

 

  “I am proud to have 
the support of the over-
whelming majority of the 
caucus as I seek re-elec-
tion as Minority Leader,” 
responded Jones in a brief 
statement. “I have enjoyed 
the productive discus-
sions with Republican 
colleagues about how we 
can work together as we 

head into the 2025-2026 
session. I look forward 
to continuing to serve as 
House Minority Leader 
come January 1.”

   According to Beacon 
Hill Roll Call’s records, 
Lombardo has voted 
the same as Jones on 84 
percent of the 357 roll 
calls from 2021 to 2024. 
The roll calls used to 
determine those numbers 
exclude any roll calls on 
local matters.

IT’S  LOMBARDO VS. JONES IN A RACE TO BE GOP HOUSE MINORITY LEADER
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Somerville Community Encouraged to Prepare Now for Snow Season

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

Park on the Even Side During Win-
ter 2024-2025 Snow Emergencies, 
Unless Otherwise Posted 

SOMERVILLE– The City of 
Somerville is encouraging the com-
munity to get ready now for poten-
tial snowstorms by signing up for 
City Alerts and reviewing protocols 
for snow emergencies. Preparing 
now will help keep the community 
safe, as well as reduce ticketing 
or towing for snow emergency 
parking violations and ticketing for 
failure to follow shoveling require-
ments. 

All information below can also be 
found atsomervillema.gov/snow.  

Alerts 

Snow emergencies are announced 
in various ways, including through 
phone, text, and email alerts. Those 
who live, work, or own a business 
or property in Somerville are urged 

to sign up for City Alerts. Alerts 
are also available in multiple lan-
guages. Sign up at somervillema.
gov/alerts.  

In addition to Somerville City 
Alerts, snow emergencies are an-
nounced the following ways: 

City website: somervillema.gov  
City social media feeds: somervil-
lema.gov/social  
City TV: somervillema.gov/somer-
ville-city-tv  
Flashing blue lights at major inter-
sections 
Information is shared with local 
media 
Street Parking 

Because this winter begins in an 
even-numbered year, snow emer-
gency parking is on the even side 
of the street all winter. There are a 
small number of exceptions to the 
park even rule, which will be noted 
by signs on that street. 

Once a snow emergency is de-
clared, everyone has four hours 
to move their car to the even-
numbered side of the street, or to 
municipal lots that are available 
for use during a snow emergency. 
Parking is not allowed in school 
lots during snow emergencies.  

Parking is allowed at meters on the 
even-numbered side of the street 
during a snow emergency, as long 

as there is no sign stating other-
wise. Meters and time-parking 
rules are not enforced during snow 
emergencies. The City does not 
enforce an ordinance prohibiting 
cars from being parked in the same 
spot for more than 48 hours during 
snow emergencies. 

Vehicles may be ticketed and towed 
if in violation of snow emergency 
parking rules.  

Municipal Lot Parking 

Municipal lots are available for 
parking during snow emergencies. 
Once the emergency is lifted, all 
cars must be moved from the lots 
within two hours. 

For the 2024-2025 snow season 
the following lots are available for 
parking: 

Municipal Buildings 

City Hall Concourse (93 Highland 
Ave.) 
All metered municipal parking lots 
Municipal Parking Lots 

Buena Vista Lot, Buena Vista Road 
(via Holland St. or Meacham Rd.) 
Cutter Square Lot (Elm St./Sum-
mer St. at Cutter Ave.) 
Day Street Lot (Day St.) 
Dilboy Pool Lot (110 Alewife 
Brook Pkwy.) 
Foss Park Lot (Foss Park at Broad-

way) 
Grove Street Lot A (Grove St. at 
Highland Ave., referred to as “Rite 
Aid Lot”) 
Grove Street Lot B (Grove St. east 
side, between Highland Ave. & Elm 
St., “Grove Street Lot”) 
Magoun Square Lot (Broadway at 
Medford St.) 
Mount Vernon St. Lot (Broadway 
between Mount Vernon St. and Mt. 
Pleasant St.) 
Union Square Lot (off Washington 
St., entrance at Washington St./
Bonner Ave.) 
Founder’s Ice Arena (Rear – 581 
Somerville Ave.) 
Winter Hill Lot A (Broadway, 
north side between Fellsway West 
and Wheatland St.) 
Winter Hill Lot B (Broadway, north 
side) 
Again, parking is not allowed in 
school lots during snow emergen-
cies. 

Snow Shoveling Support Program 

The Somerville Youth Shoveling 
program returns for the 2024-
2025 snow season. This is a paid 
opportunity for youth to help local 
seniors and homeowners with dis-
abilities or medical conditions after 
a snowstorm.  

Seniors interested in signing up 
to receive the service can contact 
Debby Higgins at the Somerville 
Council on Aging by emailing 

dhiggins@somervillema.gov or 
calling 617-625-6600 ext. 2321. 
Youth looking to sign up can con-
tact Youth Services Coordinator 
Dan Harris by emailing dharris@
somervillema.gov or calling 617- 
625-6600 ext. 2406.  

Snow Shoveling Requirements 

Property owners are responsible 
for removing ice and snow from 
sidewalks and accessible ramps 
that abut their property. The City 
places buckets of sand where pos-
sible in neighborhoods, which may 
be used to prevent slipping on your 
public walkways. 

To comply with all city shoveling 
rules: 

Sidewalks need to be cleared 
within six daylight hours after the 
snow stops. 
Shovel a path at least 36 inches 
wide and down to the pavement on 
sidewalks and ramps.   
Do not shovel snow onto city 
streets unless the temperature is 
40 degrees or higher, it is during 
daylight hours, and snow and ice 
are broken up and spread evenly on 
the street so they will melt quickly.  
These rules apply to all snowfall, 
not just when a snow emergency 
is declared. Failure to comply 
with the above rules may result in 
increasing fines issued daily until 
the walkway is clear.

Obituary
Espinal, Domingo R. -Of 
Somerville, passed away at 
home surrounded by his 

family on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 17, 2024. He was 88 
years old.Born and raised 
in the Dominican Republic, 
Domingo was the son of the 
late Rafael Urena and Ana J. 
Espinal.
 
Domingo was known for his 
hard work and dedication, 
always striving to provide the 
best for his beloved family. 
He was a proud father and 
grandfather who cherished 
the time spent with his loved 
ones, particularly his grand-
son, with whom he adored.
 
A man of many talents, 

Domingo had a natural skill 
with his hands and found 
great joy in woodworking. 
He also had a passion for 
photography and enjoyed 
sightseeing, often traveling 
to new places around the 
world to capture its beauty. 
Domingo took pride in his 
accomplishments and was 
always quick to share his joy 
with others, especially his 
family.
 
He leaves behind a legacy of 
love, determination, and cre-
ative spirit. He will be deeply 
missed by all who knew him.
 

Beloved husband to the late 
Irma E. (Toran) Espinal. 
Devoted father of Eugene L. 
Espinal and his wife Patri-
cia Gall of Somerville, and 
Therese A. Cann and her late 
husband Troy M. of Peabody. 
Loving grandfather of Trey 
M. Cann of Peabody. Cher-
ished brother of Elva Espinal, 
Altagracia Espinal, Clemente 
Urena and his wife Margot, 
Octavio Espinal, Alfonzo Es-
pinal, Ramon Espinal, Eladio 
Espinal, Antonio Espinal, 
Bartolo Espinal. Also sur-
vived by many loving nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 
 

Calling Hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broadway 
(Powder House Sq.) Somer-
ville, on Friday, December 
27th from 10:00AM to 
12:00PM. Followed by a 
prayer service held in the 
funeral home at 12:00PM. 
 
Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to attend. 

Services will conclude 
with interment at Wood-
lawn Cemetery, Ever-

Somerville/Medford Remembering Domingo R. Espinal
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

By Bob Katzen

The Registry of 
Motor Vehicles 
reminds Bay 
State residents 
that beginning 
on May 7, 2025, 
people travel-
ing by plane 
domestically or 
entering certain 
federal facilities 
will need a Regis-

try-issued REAL 
ID-compliant 
driver’s license 
or ID, or a valid 
passport. 

 

   The Registry 
strongly encour-
ages everyone 
seeking a REAL 
ID-compliant 
license or ID 

card to go online 
at Mass.Gov/
REALID to learn 
what documents 
are needed for a 
required in-per-
son appointment. 
Appointments to 
upgrade to REAL 
ID are available 
now, and sev-
eral RMV service 
centers offer Sat-
urday appoint-

ments. Custom-
ers who already 
have a compliant 
credential may 
renew online as 
long as they have 
not had a name 
change. 

REAL ID
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

REAL ID

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 
and Somerville’s Depart-
ment of Racial and So-
cial Justice (RSJ) invite 
community members to 
attend an event present-
ing the completed reports 
from the Public Safety for 
All Task Force, Civilian 
Oversight Task Force, and 
Anti-Violence Working 
Group on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 4, 2025 (rain date 
February 6) at Somerville 
High School (81 Highland 
Ave) at 6:30 p.m.
Each task force, com-
prised of residents, subject 
matter experts, and City 
Council members, will 

highlight their findings 
and recommendations 
aimed at enhancing public 
safety and fostering stron-
ger community connec-
tions across Somerville.

“Ensuring public safety in 
Somerville means listen-
ing to our community, 
embracing transparency, 
and working collabora-
tively toward meaning-
ful change,” said Mayor 
Ballantyne. “I encourage 
all residents to join us on 
February 4 to hear directly 
from the dedicated mem-
bers of our task forces 
and working group. Their 

reports reflect months of 
thoughtful engagement, 
research, and a shared 
commitment to making 
Somerville safer and more 
equitable for all.”  

Reports will be available 
on Tuesday, January 28, 
at somervillema.gov/psfa, 
along with a form where 
community members can 
submit questions directly 
to Task Force/Working 
Group members ahead of 
the event.

Somerville Mayor Katjana Ballantyne Delivering “State of the City” Address on Monday, January 6

Incoming City Council 
President & School Com-

mittee Chairperson Will 
Also Share Addresses with 
Community

SOMERVILLE – Join the 
City of Somerville for its 
Mid-Term Ceremonies 
and Addresses featuring 
Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne, the incoming City 
Council President, and 
the incoming Chairperson 
of the Somerville School 

Committee.

When: Monday, January 
6, 2025. Speeches begin at 
approximately 5:30 p.m.
Where: City Council 
Chamber, City Hall (93 
Highland Ave.)
Mayor Ballantyne will 
deliver her Mayoral Mid-
Term State of the City 
Address, reflecting on her 
second term, recent com-

munity initiatives, and 
plans for the year ahead. 
The incoming leaders 
of the City Council and 
School Committee will 
also share their priorities. 

Organizational meetings 
of the City Council and 
School Committee will 
begin at 5 p.m., with ad-
dresses to follow, starting 
at approximately 5:30 p.m. 

Community members 
are encouraged to at-
tend in person or tune 
in live through the City’s 
cable and educational 
access channels, online 
at somervillema.gov, or 
on-demand afterward 
on CityTV’s YouTube 
channel at youtube.com/
SomervilleCityTV.

Save the Date: Somerville Public Safety for All Reports to be Shared With Community on Feb. 4
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Somerville Opens Overnight Warming Center for 2025 Winter Season

Center Provides Hot Meals, 
Bathrooms, and Safe Sleeping 
Spaces for Residents Experienc-
ing Homelessness

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Kat-
jana Ballantyne, together with 
the Somerville Office of Health 
and Human Services (HHS), is 
announcing the opening of the 
2025 Overnight Warming Cen-
ter to support adults experienc-
ing homelessness.

Since opening on December 9, 
the warming center has already 
welcomed almost 30 guests 
and is operating successfully. 
Clients are accessing hot meals, 
safe sleeping spaces, and es-
sential services, ensuring they 
receive the care and support 
they need.

The Warming Center will oper-
ate seven nights a week from 
6:45 p.m. to 7 a.m. at the Cum-
mings School (42 Prescott St.). 

The center will remain open 
through Sunday, April 13, 2025.
Community members interest-
ed in supporting the warming 
center can donate supplies. The 
center is currently in need of 
unused socks and cold-weather 
treats such as hot chocolate, 
assorted chocolates, and pack-
aged cookies. To learn more, 
please email warmingcenter@
somervillema.gov
The warming center is only 
available to adults experienc-

ing homelessness. Families or 
individuals with children seek-
ing shelter should contact the 
Somerville Office of Housing 
Stability at 617-625-6600, Ext. 
2581, for referrals to family-
specific resources and shelters.

Community members interest-
ed in learning more about the 
Somerville Overnight Warming 
Center, visit somervillema.gov/
warmingcenter or email warm-
ingcenter@somervillema.gov.

THE TRAFFIC COMMIS-
SION, BY THE POWER 
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A 
SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, 
CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS 
OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULA-
TIONS WITH THE ADDI-
TION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2024-59 Article V Section 
5-15 “Handicapped Parking” 
is amended with the addition 
of the
following location: 120 Walnut 

St.
2024-60 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” is 
amended with the addition of 
the
following location: loading 
zone at 211-213 Highland Ave 
(approximately 70 ft) from 
8:00am-
2:30am, resident permit park-
ing from 2:30am-8:00am.
2024-61 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” is 
amended with the addition of 
the

following location: loading 
zone on the east side of Tufts 
Street nearest 19/23 Tufts Street
(approximately 40 ft) from 
8:00am-8:00pm, resident 
permit parking from 8:00pm-
8:00am.
2024-62 Article V Section 5-2 
“Loading/Service Zones” is 
amended with the addition of 
the
following location: loading 
zone on the east side of Tufts 
Street nearest 45/47 Tufts Street
(approximately 40 ft) from 

8:00am-8:00pm, resident 
permit parking from 8:00pm-
8:00am.
2024-63 Article VI Section 6-1 
“One-Way Streets” is amended 
as follows: allow two-way travel
for people riding bicycles on 
Hawkins Street between Wash-
ington Street and Somerville
Avenue.

PROMULGATED: DECEM-
BER 12, 2024
ADVERTISED: DECEMBER 
24, 2024

DECEMBER 31, 2024
JANUARY 7, 2024
EFFECTIVE: JANUARY 15, 
2024

Somervill/Medford News 
Weekly 12/24/24, 12/31/24, 
01/07/25

Legal Ad Notice
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

By Bob Katzen

 The House and Senate ap-
proved and sent to Gov. 
Maura Healey a conference 
committee version of leg-
islation that supporters say 
would expand non-opioid 
pain treatments; establish 
licenses for recovery coaches, 
support pregnant women 
and their children who have 
been exposed to substances; 
and vastly expand access to 
opioid-reversal drugs. The 
House and Senate had ap-
proved different versions of 
the legislation and a confer-
ence committee hammered 
out this compromise version.

 

   Other provisions mandate 
that all health plans cover 
opioid reversal drugs such as 
Naloxone and Narcan—with-
out cost-sharing or prior au-
thorization; require hospitals 

and substance use treatment 
facilities to educate patients 
on opioid reversal drugs and 
prescribe or dispense at least 
two doses to at-risk patients 
upon discharge; require 
pharmacies in areas with 
high incidences of overdoses 
to maintain a sufficient and 
consistent supply of opioid re-
versal drugs while also requir-
ing them to stock both over 
the counter and prescription 
versions.

 

   The bill includes several 
new insurance provisions, 
including a prohibition on life 
insurance companies from 
limiting or refusing coverage 
to a person solely because 
they obtained an opioid-
reversal drug, and a prohibi-
tion on medical malpractice 
insurers from discriminating 
against health care practi-
tioners who provide harm 

reduction services. The bill 
also updates requirements for 
insurance providers to ensure 
adequate coverage and access 
to pain management services 
including non-opioid treat-
ments and expands access to 
non-opioid pain treatment 
by incorporating non-opioid 
alternatives into provider 
training.

 

   “Too many families have 
known the pain of substance 
use disorder and, tragically, 
the loss of a loved one because 
of it,” said Senate President 
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). 
“Opioids have stolen life from 
parents, children, siblings 
and friends. The legislation 
approved by the Legislature 
… makes powerful strides 
towards mitigating this crisis 
by helping those coping with 
substance use disorder reduce 
harm, find treatment and 

achieve recovery that lasts a 
lifetime.”

 

  “As families across Massa-
chusetts know all too well, the 
impact of opioid addiction 
can be utterly devastating for 
the individual and for their 
loved ones, which is why a 
continued focus on combat-
ing substance use is a critical 
responsibility that we have as 
elected officials,” said House 
Speaker Ron Mariano (D-
Quincy).”

 

   “I am happy to have played 
a role as one of the final six 
legislators who negotiated the 
contents of this bill,” said Sen. 
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). 
“This is a very comprehen-
sive, impactful bill devoid of 
controversy that will no doubt 
save lives at a very important 

time in history and a bill 
that the vast majority of the 
citizens of the commonwealth 
can support.”

 

   “This comprehensive legisla-
tion affirms our commitment 
to treating substance use as a 
matter of public health, and 
I’m proud of our continued 
progress in promoting recov-
ery and preventing overdose 
deaths,” said Rep. Adrian 
Madaro (D-Boston), House 
Chair of the Committee on 
Mental Health, Substance Use 
and Recovery.

OPIOID CRISIS (H 5143)

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

Significant step forward 
moves school building 
planning into next phase

SOMERVILLE– The City’s 
work to deliver a state-of-
the-art school project for 
Somerville students
is moving into the next 
phase in the state’s school 
building funding process. 
This afternoon, the Mas-
sachusetts School Build-
ing Authority’s (MSBA) 
Board of Directors voted to 
move Somerville’s project 
forward. The vote by the 

MSBA Board is a required 
step
that occurs at several points 
throughout the multi-year 
process.

Somerville’s school build-
ing project through the 
MSBA would address the 
needs of the Winter Hill 
Community
Innovation School and po-
tentially the Brown School.

Today’s approval means the 
project can enter the next 
phase of project develop-
ment. Beginning in January
2025, the City can now 
start a formal procurement 
process to hire an Owner’s 
Project Manager to over-
see the project, and then a 
Design/Architecture firm. 
In both processes, the
School
Building Committee will 

be directly involved and the 
MSBA will ultimately need 
to approve
the hires.

“This is the news we 
wanted to hear – and it is 
important news. As we ad-
vance through each stage of
the MSBA process to seek 
state funding, we get closer 
to building the quality 
school our students need 
and deserve. I want to 
thank the state, our staff, 
and all who have supported 
this effort as we work to-
ward this vital goal for our 
youth and our community,”
said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne.

“We are extremely grateful 
for this continued partner-
ship with the MSBA, and 
eager to continue our
progress toward a new 

school building particu-
larly for our Winter Hill 
School community,” said 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Dr. Rubén Carmona. “Our 
SPS and City teams worked 
extremely hard over the last 
270 days of our Eligibility 
Period to ensure we were 
well
positioned to move into the 
next phase, with the bless-
ing and support of our state 
partners. This vote marks a 
huge step forward, and we 
are excited to get right to 
work in the new year.”

To help inform decisions 
about the scope and loca-
tion of this project, the City 
and Somerville Public
Schools are committed to a 
robust and inclusive com-
munity process. This pro-
cess will help inform the
School

Construction Advisory 
Group, which will develop 
a recommendation to the 
Mayor for the
scope and location of the 
project.

More information about 
community engagement 
and the next phase of the 
MSBA process will be 
shared
via City and SPS channels 
and via direct outreach 
over the coming weeks. 
You can stay informed and 
review project milestones 
to date at
somervillema.gov/msba.

State Advances Somerville’s Funding Proposal for New PK-8 School Building

By Bob Katzen

 On February 15, 2024, 
the House gave initial 
approval to legislation 
that would eliminate the 
current state law requir-
ing that all fortune tell-

ing applicants must have 
lived in the city or town 
in which they are seeking 
their license to practice 
for at least one continuous 
year prior to filing their 
application. 

   Supporters said the bill 
will remove an old law 
that has become antiquat-
ed and makes no sense.

 

   Sponsor Rep. Susannah 

Whipps (U-Athol) did 
not respond to repeated 
requests by Beacon Hill 
Roll Call asking her if she 
thinks BTR is violating 
House rules by holding 
up the measureand if she 
would move to discharge 

her bill from the commit-
tee.

FORTUNE TELLERS (H 3893)
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Somerville/Medford Remembering Patricia Synnove Alger

Photo:(Patricia with her be-
loved husband David)

Obituary
Patricia Synnove Alger (nee 
Lodoen) has passed away at the 
age of 79.

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, 
“Honey” was the daughter of 
the late George O.N. Lodoen 
and Ruth PerryLodoen. She 
spent most of her formative 
years in Alexandria, Virginia, 
and she was a proud graduate 
of Texas Christian University in 
Fort Worth.

Most recently a resident of 
Wakefield, Mass., she previously 
lived in Somerville, Mass., New 
York City,
East Bridgewater, Mass., and 
Brockton, Mass.She is pre-

deceased by her husband 
David Joseph Alger of East 
Bridgewater, Mass. She leaves 
behinddaughter Sarah Al-
ger, son-in-law Lee Williams, 
granddaughter Sylvie Williams, 
and grandcats Louie and
Leo, of Wakefield, Mass.

One of her proudest achieve-
ments was bringing back to liv

ability a ramshackle late-1600s 
house with her husband in East 
Bridgewater. Her greatest joys 
were watching musicals (having 
seen scores on Broadway and in 
London’s West End) and solving 
Will Shortz crossword puzzles.

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made in Patricia’s name 
to the MGH Fund.
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


