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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 17 Continuded to page 5

Continued to page 19

CLEAN ENERGY AND CLIMATE

Secure and Hold at 
Kennedy School 

Somerville Last Week

$3.9 BILLION ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PACKAGE
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Somerville/Medford Remembering RITA MARIE TAURO

OBITUARY OF RITA MARIE 
TAURO
Rita Marie (Braga) Tauro, a 
long-time resident of Burling-
ton, passed away at home on 
the evening of Friday, Novem-
ber 22, 2024, surrounded by her 
loving family at the age of 79.  
Rita endured numerous health 
issues after a hard-fought battle 
against pancreatic cancer.  Her 
strength and tenacity never 
failing throughout this long 
journey. 

Born and raised in Somerville, 
Rita was the youngest daughter 

of William and Marie Braga 
and a 
graduate of Somerville High 
School, Class of 1963.  She 
went on to meet her dear 
husband Ed, through a mutual 
friend who worked with him 
at Star Market. What started 
as friendly pizza outings after 
work blossomed into a beauti-
ful romance, and in 1968, they 
married. In 1974, they pur-
chased their forever home in 
Burlington, where they raised a 
family full of love and joy.

Before becoming a mother, Rita 
worked at an insurance com-
pany in Cambridge and in the 
legal department at Polaroid. 
But once her children were 
born, her full devotion was to 
her family. She became a loving 
and supportive wife, mother, 
and grandmother. Rita worked 
part-time as a sales associate 
at Filene’s and Jordan Marsh, 
and when her grandchildren 
arrived, she selflessly offered 
to care for them, providing a 
nurturing presence in their lives 

while their parents worked.
Rita was a kind, gentle soul who 
always put the needs of others 
before her own while never 
seeking the spotlight for herself.  
Family and close friends were 
everything to her and being 
surrounded by them was when 
she was the happiest.  Holidays 
were especially meaningful to 
Rita. She spent days preparing 
for gatherings, and Christmas 
Eve was a highlight of the year, 
with an open house that wel-
comed family and friends alike. 
Summers were spent making 
lasting memories with her fam-
ily, from vacations in Dennis 
Port to the beloved lake house 
in Balmoral, Moultonborough, 
NH, where for the past 18 
years, she loved bringing her 
family and friends together.  
Rita also enjoyed going to the 
casinos and traveling whenever 
she could.  Her “Girls Week-
ends” with close friends were 
cherished.

A humble, thoughtful and 
loving woman, Rita’s heart 

was always full of warmth and 
generosity. She had a gift of 
making everyone around her 
feel special, and her kindness 
touched all who knew her. She 
was everyone’s “Aunt Rita” and 
created everlasting memories 
for so many. Rita will be deeply 
missed, lovingly remembered, 
and forever held in the hearts of 
all who were fortunate enough 
to have known her.

Surviving Rita are her husband 
Edward A. Tauro and children, 
Michele L. Nichol & her hus-
band Todd of Bedford, Denise 
M. Bowers & her husband 
Craig of Reading, and Ronald 
J. Tauro & his wife Yuriko of 
Melrose.  She is the proud and 
loving grandmother of Kenneth 
Nichol, James Nichol, Danielle 
Bowers, Aaron Bowers and 
Edward Tauro.  She was the 
caring sister of the late Rosa-
lind Barnes & her late husband 
William, the late William Braga, 
the late Edward Braga & his 
surviving wife Margaret of 
Arlington, Richard Braga & his 

wife Judy of Oviedo, FL.  She 
is the sister-in-law of Walter & 
Lisa Tauro of Arlington, the late 
Ronald Tauro and his surviving 
wife Cathy, William & Marisa 
Tauro of Somerville, David & 
Maria Tauro of Saugus. Rita is 
also survived by many nieces 
and nephews.

Visiting hours will be held at 
the Edward V. Sullivan Funeral 
Home, 43 Winn Street, Burling-
ton on Monday, November 25 
from 4-7 p.m. Funeral Mass of 
Christian Burial at St. Malachy 
Church in St. Veronica Parish, 
on Tuesday November 26, 99 
Bedford Street, Burlington at 
10 a.m. Services will conclude 
with a burial at Pine Haven 
Cemetery.  Memorials in Rita’s 
name may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital at 
http://www.stjude.org.&nbsp; 
For online guestbook and video 
tribute see www.sullivanfuner-
alhome.net

Somerville/Medford Remembering Ida (Colozzi) Ceraso

Obituary
Ida (Colozzi) Ceraso – Of 
Somerville, passed away peace-

fully on Monday, November 
18, 2024, at the age of 89. She 
was born in Gaeta, Italy to of 
the late Antonio and Palmira 
(DiMillie) Colozzi. 
 Ida’s love for cooking and bak-
ing was well-known, and her 
kitchen was always filled with 
the comforting aromas of deli-
cious meals she made with care 
and love. She found great joy in 
spending time with her family, 
and her home was a gathering 
place for those she cherished 

most. Ida also enjoyed listening 
to music throughout her life. 
 
Above all, Ida loved her family 
deeply, and she was a constant 
source of love and support to 
those she held dear. Her kind 
heart and warm spirit will be 
remembered by all who had the 
privilege of knowing her.
 
Beloved wife of 60 years to 
the late Antonio S. Ceraso. 
Devoted mother of Patricia 

Schwanbeck and her husband 
Torsten of Rye, NH and the late 
Frank Ceraso of North Ando-
ver. Cherished grandmother of 
Marc Schwanbeck and his wife 
Andrea, Nicholas Ceraso, and 
Isabel Ceraso. Dear sister of 
Salvatore Colozzi and his wife 
Joanne of GA, and the late Elisa 
Spinosa, and Tina Corretti. 
Also survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews. 
 
A funeral mass will be celebrat-

ed on Tuesday, November 26 in 
St. Ann Church, 399 Medford 
St., Somerville at 11:00AM. 
Please meet directly at church. 
 
Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend. 
 
Services will conclude with 
entombment at Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Malden.

“News about Town!” Thank you Bill for help and friendhip

By Sharoon Deyeso

Giving Thanks the LION Way

Last week we saw the Wind 
Roar and the Rain Roar…tough 
night but not for LIONS who 
ROAR all Year!  This year’s 7th 
Turkey Raffle was a nice success 
at the Fireman’s Hall on Salem 
St.  

Knowing November as a 

Thanks type month, we gave a 
Club Member blessing and told 
news of the history and great 
“eyesight,” Mass Eye Research, 
and Disaster Aid ” from this 
grand World Charity.   Guests 
were part of a buffet and raffles 
for 3 big birds, turkey breast,gift 
items , and a Christmas basket 
of pork roast and goodies! 
Also,  In the light of giving, Mr. 
William “Bill” Tauro who gave 
years of time to the Lions and 
was a

Local candidate for Office  
spoke enumerating all ef-
forts he gives through Realty 
work and unselfish days to the 
“Somerville/Medford News.”. 
For years now, sadly, Medford 
had no paper publication so 
we hope many can continue 
to read about Medford News 
either hard cc or Online by 
him.  In pouring rain, the cause 
gave us spirit to bring items and 
celebrate fun spirit  for ALL.

The Medford LIONS wants to 
extend thanks for donations 
from

Jen’s nails, Princess Nails,  Wel-
lington’s Pizza, Vita Insurance,  
Heritage Florist, all the gobble 
birds from Stop & Shop!  We 
mention Special thanks to 
caterer  Peter DeSantis of Avel-
lino’s for fine food and Gener-
ous donation!

Monies from the buffet and 
raffle tickets and upcoming 
May event are distributed this 
year to MLERF, The Medford 
HS Scholarship for an Eye or 
Hearing Impaired Senior, and 
the Medford VFW.  Come join 
us please at any event or be part 
of our well know Club.

        Happy Turkey Day and a 

Great VISION FOR YOUR 
EYESIGHT  
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Secure and Hold at Kennedy School Somerville Last Week
Your thoughts on the way 
it was handled?

If there was a bomb threat 
wouldn’t they want to 
evacuate? Why lock them 
in the classrooms?￼

Somerville Kennedy 
School was placed in a 
“Secure and Hold” due to 
a bomb threat made last 
week.

The Email That Was Sent 
to Parents:

Secure and Hold at Ken-
nedy

A message from SOMER-
VILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT
This is an important 
message for the Kennedy 
School community. A 
short time ago, the Ken-
nedy School was placed 
in a Secure and Hold due 

to a bomb threat made 
through an email. Out of 
an abundance of caution, 
we placed the school in a 
Secure and Hold, and we 
called 911 for police sup-
port. During Secure and 
Holds, students and staff 
are called into classrooms 
while investigations 
take place. Teaching and 
learning continues inside 
classrooms, however no 
foot traffic is allowed in 
the hallways or common 
spaces. We will provide 
updates as we have them. 
We ask parents and 
guardians not to come to 
the school while investiga-
tions continue.

Outdoor Seating: The old saying “Cutting off one’s nose to spite one’s face” definitely applies here!
Somerville parking spots are 
very scarce and hard to find 
especially on Broadway. Some 
restaurant owners like this one 
on Broadway is it’s own worst 
enemy where apparently the 
owner lacks the use of common 
sense and she is killing her own 
business.

I’ve been noticing this particu-
lar restaurant, amongst other 
restaurants that fit the same 
criteria, but this one I notice 
just about every day where it’s 
next to where I do my banking 
at Santander on Lower Broad-
way. I’ve noticed especially to-
night, a Friday night the entire 
restaurant probably seats about 
50-60 people it is completely 
empty and again this is a Friday 
night, one of the busiest nights 
of the week.

This restaurant has an outdoor/
street parking/seating area 
outside its restaurant tieing us 
three-four valuable parking 
spaces not only for them but 
for other businesses on that 
same block. ￼

Where do they expect custom-
ers to park to do business in 
their restaurant if they’re tying 
up the parking spaces for no 
reason? I could see if the inside 
of the restaurant was full but 
there’s clearly over sixty seats 
available inside the restaurant 
tonight and it is completely 
empty, and yes i’m re-empha-
sizing again that it’s a Friday. 
￼￼

Customer parking, especially 
directly in front of your restau-
rant is a major plus for attract-
ing customers, but because you 
have an outdoor seating area 
which you cannot fill, then you 
can not fill up your restaurant 
because there’s no where to 
park. Pretty idiotic if you ask 
me. And nothing for nothing 
they do actually serve a great 
steak and yes they are the king 
of steaks, but it’s too bad there’s 
nowhere to park to taste it!￼
￼￼￼￼
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

A 3% surcharge will boost funding for 
affordable housing, open space, historic 
preservation projects,
and more

SOMERVILLE– In a resounding show 
of community spirit and vision, Somer-
ville residents have voted
to double the Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) surcharge from 1.5% to 3%. 
This landmark decision will increase 
funding for vital projects, helping to 
create a more affordable, greener, and 
culturally rich Somerville.

Appearing as Question 6 on the 
November 2024 ballot, the measure 
received overwhelming support, with
25,282 residents voting in favor. The 
new funding will be a game-changer 
for critical initiatives, from affordable 
housing and open space improvements 
to the preservation of Somerville’s 
unique historical assets and the creation 
of vibrant recreational spaces.

“This is Somerville at its finest,” said 
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. “Our resi-
dents have shown their
unwavering commitment to equity, 
sustainability, and community. By dou-
bling our CPA funding, we are doubling 
down on a future that honors our his-
tory while paving the way for progress. 
I can’t wait to see the incredible projects 
we’ll bring to life together.”

The updated surcharge will take effect 
in FY2026, starting July 1, 2025. Low-
income property owners
and low-to-moderate-income seniors 
may apply for annual exemptions, en-
suring equitable access to this initiative.

A Decade of Transformative Change

Since its adoption in 2014, the CPA has 
fueled over $35 million in transforma-
tive projects citywide.

Recent highlights include:

The restoration of the Somerville City 
Hall clock tower and roof, preserving a 
treasured landmark.

The creation of Henry Hansen Park, 
a vibrant green space near Magoun 
Square.

A $1.4 million contribution to the 
Somerville Affordable Housing Trust, 
advancing housing equity and stability.

With the new funding, Somerville is 

poised to accelerate these successes, 
making a meaningful impact
across every neighborhood.

Learn More

Explore the Community Preservation 
Act’s past achievements and future pos-
sibilities on the CPA page
of the City of Somerville website.

To learn more about the CPA and the 
projects it funds, visit
the
Community Preservation Act page
on the City of Somerville website.

Somerville Community Votes to Increase Community Preservation Act Funding

SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville is seeking a new 
member to join the Somer-
ville Affordable Housing Trust 
(SAHT) in a volunteer role. 
This vacancy is for a representa-
tive of a Somerville nonprofit 
organization whose primary 
mission is affordable hous-

ing. If you’re passionate about 
advancing affordable housing in 
our community, this is a great 
opportunity to make an impact.

What is the Somerville Afford-
able Housing Trust?
The SAHT is dedicated to creat-
ing and preserving affordable 
homes for renters and pro-
spective owners with low and 
moderate incomes in Somer-
ville. Through a public process, 
Trustees evaluate project and 
program proposals and approve 
funding allocations to help 
increase the supply of affordable 
housing in our city.

Who Can Join?
Eligible applicants for the cur-

rent vacancy must be affili-
ated with a Somerville-based 
nonprofit organization focused 
on affordable housing. This 
includes employees or board 
members of qualifying organi-
zations.

What is the Time Commit-
ment?
The Trust meets virtually on the 
second Thursday of each month 
at 5:15 p.m., with meetings typi-
cally lasting around 1.5 hours. 
Additional time for review of 
documents and occasional spe-
cial meetings may be needed, 
for an estimated total of 4 hours 
per month.

What is the Appointment 

Process?
Members are appointed to 
two-year terms in a volunteer 
capacity. The SAHT is com-
posed of nine Trustees, with 
six members appointed by the 
Mayor after a review by the Ap-
pointments Advisory Commit-
tee. Three members serve in an 
ex-officio capacity.

How Do I Apply?
Applications are due by De-
cember 20, 2024. Please submit 
a resume, cover letter, and any 
relevant supplemental materi-
als.

Where to Apply:
Applications can be sent via 
email or U.S. Mail to:

Email: pgoldstein@somervil-
lema.gov
Mail: Paul Goldstein, City of 
Somerville, OSPCD Housing 
Division, 50 Evergreen Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02145

For questions or more informa-
tion, contact Paul Goldstein at 
pgoldstein@somervillema.gov 
or call 617-625-6600 ext. 2587.

Join the Somerville Affordable Housing Trust
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Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Residential Breaking & 
Entering
24071523: On 11/14/24 
at approximately 5:20 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to a residence 
on Warren Ave for report 
of a past breaking and 
entering. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the 
victim who stated he left 
his residence and when he 
returned, noticed his door 
was damaged and a guitar 
was stolen.

Arrest
24071166: On 11/13/24 
at approximately 11:56 
AM, Somerville Police 
responded to a business 
on Broadway for report 
of an assault. Upon ar-
rival, officers spoke with 
an employee who stated a 
male party was getting his 
haircut then got up and 
attacked another em-
ployee. Officers placed the 
male suspect under arrest.

Robbery

24072484: On 11/18/24 at 
approximately 10:45 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to Chuckie Har-
ris Park for a fight. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with 
the victim who stated he 
was attacked by a group of 
males and his cellphone 
was stolen. The victim suf-
fered injuries to his face.

Assault
24072164: On 11/17/24 at 
approximately 5:36 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to Broadway for 
report of an injured party. 
Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the victim who 
stated he was involved in 
a fight with another male. 
The victim suffered inju-
ries to his face.

Assault
24072582: On 11/19/24 

at approximately 9:20 
AM, Somerville Police 
responded to Somerville 
Ave & Park St for a check 
condition. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the 
victim who stated she 
was in a shared Uber with 
another female and was 
attacked during the ride. 
The victim suffered inju-
ries to her eye.

Residential Breaking & 
Entering
24071792: On 11/15/24 
at approximately 6:20 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to a residence 
on North St for report of a 
past breaking and enter-
ing. Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the victim who 
stated a few days prior she 
was in her living room 
an noticed a male party 
walk into her apartment. 

The suspect then left the 
residence. Nothing was 
reported missing.

Other Crimes:
• 1 Vandalism
• 1 MV Vandalism
• 1 MV Theft
• 1 Bike Theft
• 2 Package Thefts

Somerville Police Department Weekly Crime Log

Professional Holiday Lighting (978) 238-9062 info@jollyelfholidaylights.com

Book your service by November Ist and receive 10% off vour service! (978) 238-9062 info@jollyelfholidaylights.com
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the City’s Public 
Space and Urban Forestry 
(PSUF) Division, is announcing 
the release of the Civic Space 
Design Guide, that provides a 
framework for developers and 
municipalities to collaborate to 
create Privately Owned Public 
Spaces (POPS) that serve and 
welcome all Somerville resi-
dents and visitors.

“Somerville is leading by 
example with this guide, which 

represents our commitment 
to innovation in public space 
and community building,” said 
Mayor Ballantyne. “The Civic 
Space Design Guide is the first 
of its kind, a resource that not 
only elevates how development 
can contribute to our city but 
also sets a standard we hope 
other municipalities will adopt. 
We’re creating spaces that are 
welcoming to everyone and 
enhancing the quality of life 
for all who live, work, and visit 
Somerville.”

While Somerville’s dense 
settlement limits opportunities 
to buy and create new open 
spaces, development areas 
offer substantial potential for 
increasing open space through 
POPS. These spaces, which have 
been utilized in urban areas 
across the United States since 
the 1960s, can provide valu-
able public areas within private 

developments.

However, research has shown 
that POPS can sometimes feel 
exclusionary or unwelcom-
ing due to factors like security 
presence, lack of family-friendly 
amenities, or designs that 
disconnect these areas from 
broader civic spaces. The Civic 
Space Design Guide addresses 
these challenges by establishing 
clear principles for POPS that 
ensure accessibility, inclusivity, 
and integration with Somer-
ville’s public space network.

“Because open space is so cru-
cial to the vitality of Somerville 
and all cities, we cannot afford 
to create what we call ‘latte 
parks,’ which are spaces where 
people feel they need to buy an 
expensive drink to belong,” said 
PSUF Director Luisa Oliveira. 
“Our guide emphasizes that 
even when a developer is de-

signing a parcel in front of their 
building, that space must serve 
the entire community as part 
of Somerville’s larger network 
of parks and civic areas. POPS 
in Somerville must be read 
as genuinely public, inclusive 
spaces designed for the diverse 
needs of our residents.”

The City recently celebrated the 
opening of a new POPs space, 
Boynton Yards Park, which 
features thoughtfully designed 
amenities to create an invit-
ing public gathering space for 
neighborhood residents, work-
ers, and visitors alike. Click here 
for photos of the ribbon cutting 
ceremony and the finished park.

The guide serves as a resource 
for developers, design consul-
tants, and the community, rein-
forcing the City’s commitment 
to creating meaningful public 
spaces as part of its broader 

SomerVision 2040 goals, which 
include adding over 100 acres of 
open space across Somerville. 
It complements the Somerville 
Zoning Ordinance by clearly 
defining PSUF’s role as a part-
ner in the design and construc-
tion process, ensuring POPS are 
vibrant, high-quality spaces that 
serve the public.

The Civic Space Design Guide 
is available to the public on the 
SomerVoice page: voice.somer-
villema.gov/pops, where visitors 
can access the policy document 
and an interactive map of POPS 
in Somerville.

City of Somerville Unveils First-of-Its-Kind Guide to Transforming Private Land into Public Spaces
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

House 134-24, overrode 
Gov. Healey’s veto of 
$500,000 for the Mas-
sachusetts Information 
Technology Center, a 
secure state office build-
ing in Chelsea that houses 
multiple state agencies, in-
cluding IT-centric opera-
tions for the Department 
of Revenue, the Depart-

ment of Criminal Justice 
Information Systems 
and the Firearm Records 
Bureau.

The Senate did not act on 
the veto so the veto stands 
and the $500,000 was 
eliminated.

“I am reducing this item 
to an amount consistent 
with my [budget] recom-
mendation,” said Gov. 

Healey in her veto mes-
sage.

Supporters of the gover-
nor’s veto said the state 
signed an impact fee 
agreement in 1993 to 
pay the city of Chelsea 
$500,000 per year for 30 
years, to cover the costs 
to the city of the new 
infrastructure that had 
to be built in to accom-
modate the new develop-

ment. They noted the 30 
years were up in 2023 and 
argued the $500,000 is no 
longer needed.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
$500,000. A “No” vote is 
against it.)Rep. Christine 
Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul 
Donato Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

$500,000 FOR THE MASSACHUSETTS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER (H 4800)

Somerville Police Department Crime PSA: iPhone Package Thefts
PSA: iPhone Package 
Thefts
Residents who order 
iPhones are advised to 
request that their pack-
age require a signature 
(and plan to have some-
one home to receive the 
package) or to ship it to a 
secure location such as a 

store for later pickup.

Packages containing 
iPhones have become 
targets for theft regionally 
as well as in Somerville. 
Thieves may trail FedEx 
trucks in vehicles or 
mopeds, waiting for the 
devices to be delivered 

and the theft may occur 
within minutes of deliv-
ery. If suspicious activity is 
observed, such as a vehicle 
or moped suspiciously cir-
cling in the neighborhood 
during day-time hours, 
please call 911.
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From Arlington National Cemetery to Boston Getting Ready for the Holidays

By William Tauro

Excitement in the air and 
the Holidays on fast ap-
proach, as many of us are 
pitching in to help our 
fellow man. This week, 
local Contractor Rich 

Scirocco traveled down to 
Arlington National Cem-
etery located in Virginia 
to donate his experience 
and time to install over 
180 feet of new fencing 
that was coordinated by 
military officials and other 

volunteers from all over 
the United States.

With their combined 
efforts and fighting off a 
drizzled cold day, they 
were able to accomplish 
their task in short order 

within one day. “We all 
have family members 
buried here over time and 
it was great to meet other 
contractors from all over 
that share the same beliefs 
of public service.

Scirocco stated “Its an 
easy commitment and I 
will do it again, whenever 
they need me”.

Our Lady of the Assumption 
School Christmas Craft Fair

Please Join us For Toys for lLocal Children 2024!
December 7th, 2024 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm at the George Dilboy Post. There will be dinner, 
music and raffles. Tickets $20.00 .
Tickets can be purchased by using our vemo @toys-forlocalchildren. Please inbox me and we will 
get this done we will have a fun night that night!￼ Thank you.

2024 Toys For Local Children Event
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$3.2 MILLION FOR APPRENTICESHIP GRANTS

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey announced 
$3.2 million in Grants for 
Registered Apprenticeship 
Opportunities in Work-
force to 29 organizations 
to train and place 514 ap-
prentices across the state. 
The grants, which include 
contract renewals and new 
awards, leverage more 
than $2 million in state 

funding complemented by 
remaining support from 
federal funds to train ap-
prentices in high growth 
industries like health care, 
manufacturing, clean en-
ergy and early childhood 
education.

“Registered Apprentice-
ship creates more reward-
ing and equitable career 
pathways for all of our 

residents, while address-
ing our greatest workforce 
challenges,” said Lt. Gov. 
Kim Driscoll. “The newly 
announced grants will 
support local, regional 
and statewide efforts to 
grow and diversify ap-
prenticeship opportunities 
as well as help create new 
programs in multiple sec-
tors.”

“Registered Apprentice-
ship increases access and 
opportunity for untapped, 
diverse talent to pursue a 
career supported by tech-
nical training combined 
with on-the-job training,” 
said Secretary of Labor 
and Workforce Develop-
ment Lauren Jones. “This 
proven model empowers 
individuals, especially 
underrepresented workers 

in fields like construction 
and high-tech industries 
to advance in a career 
with meaningful wages, 
benefits, and the skills 
employers need.”

By Bob Katzen

“I think it’s absolutely 
appropriate that there be 
enforcement and deporta-
tion of individuals who 
commit crime, including 
violent crime. That’s very, 
very important. We rec-
ognize it would be devas-
tating if there were mass 
raids, here and across the 
country, that took out peo-
ple who’ve been working 
in this country for a long 
time, who have families 
and kids here.”
—Gov. Healey on Presi-

dent-elect Donald Trump’s 
plan to deport hundreds of 
thousands of illegal im-
migrants/undocumented 
immigrants by declaring a 
national emergency.

“I am joining with Sen. Pe-
ter Durant in asking Gov. 
Healey to make public 
safety a priority by allow-
ing ICE to do their jobs. 
It is outrageous that an 
illegal immigrant was ar-
rested for forcible rape of 
a child and then released 
back on to our streets. I 
cannot believe that she 
is turning a blind eye to 

protect migrants who have 
attacked children.”
— Senator-Elect Kelly 
Dooner (R-Taunton) 
urging Gov. Healey to 
cooperate with the Trump 
administration in deport-
ing criminal illegal im-
migrants/undocumented 
immigrants.

“Your voice matters, and 
this is your opportunity to 
help us build on our suc-
cesses and strengthen our 
movement for the future. 
Together, we can ensure 
the Massachusetts Demo-
cratic Party continues to 

represent and advocate 
for the values that matter 
most to our communities.”
— Steve Kerrigan, Chair, 
Massachusetts Demo-
cratic Party announcing 
the launch of a Virtual 
Listening Tour to be held 
on Zoom, to engage with 
people across the state.

“Our Lottery custom-
ers are passionate sports 
fans and super proud of 
our teams. By partnering 
with the Celtics on this 
exciting instant ticket, we 
are a state of winning for 
players both on and off the 

court.”
— State Treasurer Deb 
Goldberg, Chair of the 
Massachusetts State Lot-
tery Commission, com-
memorating the team’s 
latest title run with the 
launch of the Celtics Ban-
ner 18 instant ticket game, 
a $10 ticket that is on sale 
now at Lottery retailers 
across the state.

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Somerville Lions Club Christmas 
Party Luncheon Saturday, December 7th
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Somerville Lions Club Christmas 
Party Luncheon Saturday, December 7th

By Bob Katzen

House 133-24, overrode 
Gov. Healey’s veto of the 
entire $2.4 million for 
grants to cities, towns and 
regional school districts 
for planning and imple-
menting expanded learn-

ing time by making school 
days and/or school years 
longer.

The Senate did not act on 
the veto so the veto stands 
and the $2.4 million was 
eliminated.

“I am vetoing this item be-

cause funding is intended 
for 2024 summer month 
programming, which can-
not be implemented at this 
point in the fiscal year due 
to the need for a spring 
application window,” said 
Gov. Healey in her veto 
message.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
$2.4 million. A “No” vote 
is against it.)Rep. Chris-
tine Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul 
Donato Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

$2.4 MILLION FOR SCHOOLS PLANNING 
EXPANDED SCHOOL DAYS OR SCHOOL YEARS (H 4800)

By Bob Katzen

The House 155-2, over-
rode Gov. Healey’s veto 
of $1.1 million (reducing 
funding from $4.7 mil-
lion to $3.6 million) for 
the science, technology, 
engineering and math-
ematics (STEM) Starter 

Academy programs to 
be implemented at Mas-
sachusetts community 
colleges to benefit student 
populations identified by 
the department as having 
expressed a high level of 
interest in STEM majors 
and STEM careers but 
are underperforming on 

STEM academic assess-
ments.

The Senate did not act on 
the veto so the veto stands 
and the $1.1 million was 
eliminated.

“I am reducing this item to 
an amount consistent with 

my [budget] recommen-
dation,” said Gov. Healey 
in her veto message. “This 
budget sustains and adds 
substantial new funding 
across community colleges 
to support the goals of this 
program.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 

$1.1 million. A “No” vote 
is against it.)Rep. Chris-
tine Barber Yes Rep. Mike 
Connolly Yes Rep. Paul 
Donato Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

$1.1 MILLION FOR STEM STARTER ACADEMY (H 4800)

By Bob Katzen

Following the presiden-
tial election, questions 
abound on many levels 
in Massachusetts about 

many federal policy prior-
ities in healthcare, energy 
and immigration, bring-
ing challenges on the state 
level. Will these priorities 
shift? Join MASSterList / 

State House News Service 
for a timely conversation 
on the potential impacts 
of the new administration 
on Wednesday, December 
4 at the MCLE Confer-

ence Center (Downtown 
Crossing), 10 Winter 
Place, Boston. Networking 
8 a.m., Program 9 a.m. to 
– 10:30 a.m.

More informa-
tion at: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/
massachusetts-in-the-
new-trump-era-tickets-

DON’T MISS THIS EVENT: MASSACHUSETTS IN THE TRUMP ERA
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COM-
MISSION, BY THE 
POWER VESTED IN IT 
THROUGH A SPECIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLA-
TURE, CHAPTER 397 
OF THE ACTS OF 1978, 
HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGU-
LATIONS WITH THE 
ADDITION OF THE 
FOLLOWING:

2024-56 Article V Section 
5-15 “Handicapped Park-
ing” is amended with the 
addition of the
following locations: 23 
Knowlton St, 54 Bromfield 
Rd.
2024-57 Article V Sec-
tion 5-2 “Loading/Service 
Zones” is amended as fol-
lows: remove the
loading zone at 3 Prescott 

St (converted to resident 
permit parking).
2024-58 Article VI Sec-
tion 6-1 “One-way streets” 
is amended as follows: 
allow contraflow
travel for people riding 
bicycles on Walnut St be-
tween Gilman St and the 
Community Path.

PROMULGATED: NO-

VEMBER 14, 2024
ADVERTISED: NOVEM-
BER 26, 2024
DECEMBER 3, 2024
DECEMBER 10, 2024
EFFECTIVE: DECEM-
BER 18, 2024

Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly 11/26/24, 12/3/24, 
12/10/24

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law 
legislation that would require 
health insurance companies to 
provide coverage for diagnostic 
examinations for breast cancer, 
digital breast tomosynthesis 
screening and medically neces-
sary and appropriate screening 
with breast magnetic resonance 
imaging.

Supporters noted that although 
access to routine preventive 

screening mammograms is 
currently covered under the 
Affordable Care Act, this leg-
islation would go further and 
require coverage for certain 
screenings and exams currently 
not uniformly covered by law.

“We know that early detection 
of breast cancer saves lives,” 
said Healey. “This legislation 
will help ensure that cost is not 
a barrier for women to get the 
screenings and care they need.”

“Today is the culmination of 
work I have done for nearly a 
decade to ensure that all wom-
en have access to necessary, 
and possibly lifesaving, breast 
cancer screenings,” said spon-
sor Sen. Joan Lovely (D-Salem). 
“Early detection of breast 
cancer saves lives. This legisla-
tion makes those diagnostic 
exams used for early detection 
accessible and affordable, giv-
ing women the vital resources 
needed to catch breast cancer 
in its earliest stages.”

“This legislation signed into law 
by Gov. Healey ensures that all 
women in the commonwealth 
have access to the digital breast 
tomosynthesis and MRI screen-
ing they need to catch cancer 
early, without facing financial 
barriers,” said Sen. Mike Rush 
(D-Boston). “The increased ac-
cess to early detection that this 
enabled through this legislation 
will save lives.”

“Cost is a known barrier to 

completing follow up cancer 
screenings,” Marc Hymov-
itz, Massachusetts director 
of government relations for 
American Cancer Society Ac-
tion Network. “By eliminating 
the potential for unexpected 
costs, we can increase the 
likelihood of timely, fol-
low up screenings for those 
who need them – and thus 
the promise of better health 
outcomes – for all communi-

BREAST CANCER SCREENINGS (H 4918)
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into 
law a $3.9 billion econom-
ic development package 
that supporters say would 
make bold investments in 
life sciences, climate tech, 
AI and small businesses, 
“building on Massachu-
setts’ national leadership 
and creating an environ-
ment where businesses 
and workers thrive.”

The package increases the 
annual tax credit authori-
zation for the life sciences 
industry from $30 million 
to $40 million. Other pro-
visions include $400 mil-
lion for the MassWorks 
Infrastructure Program to 
support public infrastruc-
ture projects and create 
jobs; $150 million for 

library construction proj-
ects; $103 million for AI 
in systems across the state; 
$100 million for infra-
structure improvements 
in rural communities; $21 
million for resilience in 
agriculture and fishing; 
and $40 million for food 
science innovations.

“Massachusetts is the 
best state in the nation to 
live, work, go to school, 
raise a family and build a 
future, said Healey. “That’s 
in large part due to our 
commitment to investing 
in cutting-edge indus-
tries that produce trans-
formative innovations 
and make life better for 
people. The [bill] builds 
on this leadership, posi-
tioning us to the global 
hub for climate innova-

tion and applied AI, while 
also growing our already 
world-renowned life sci-
ences industry, culture 
and tourism sectors.”

“From day one, we have 
set out to make Mas-
sachusetts the best place 
for individuals to pursue 
rewarding careers and for 
companies to start, scale 
and succeed,” said Eco-
nomic Development Sec-
retary Yvonne Hao. “The 
[bill] will help us achieve 
that vision. With this bill, 
we are positioning Massa-
chusetts to lead for future 
generations.”

“[We] celebrate the sign-
ing of the … economic-
development bill, which 
provides vital support to 
key industries through the 

infusion of close to $4 bil-
lion into the state econ-
omy to ensure that the 
commonwealth remains 
competitive,” said Brooke 
Thomson, President and 
CEO of Associated In-
dustries of Massachusetts 
which represents 3,400 
member businesses. “[We] 
believe the bill enhances 
Massachusetts’ ability to 
lead in sectors like life sci-
ences, climate technology, 
advanced manufacturing 
and applied AI.”

$3.9 BILLION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PACKAGE (H 5100)

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law 
climate/energy legislation 
that supporters say will make 
systemic changes to the state’s 
clean energy infrastructure 
which will help the state 
achieve its net zero emissions 
by 2050 goals, and also expand 
electric vehicle use and infra-
structure, and protect residents 
and ratepayers.

“Accelerating clean energy 
development will create good 

jobs, lower costs, attract more 
businesses to Massachusetts 
and grow our climatetech 
economy,” said Healey. “This 
legislation includes important 
provisions to lower energy 
costs for families and busi-
nesses, including expanding 
bill discounts to middle-class 
households and increasing ac-
cess to clean energy measures 
that reduce customer expenses 
such as solar, heat pumps and 
electric vehicles. These reforms 
will also end the years-long 
delays for solar, wind and other 

critical electric infrastructure, 
which play a critical role in our 
ability to be a global leader in 
clean energy and climatetech.”

“This legislation advances 
critical updates for the siting 
and permitting of clean energy 
infrastructure, ensuring a sup-
portive and reliable electric 
grid and building out electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure, 
among so many other things,” 
said Rep. Jeff Roy (D-Franklin), 
House Chair of the Committee 
on Telecommunications, Utili-

ties and Energy. “By overhaul-
ing outdated state permitting 
and siting processes, the com-
monwealth aims to secure an 
equitable, accelerated buildout 
of clean energy generation and 
infrastructure that we need to 
reach our climate goals and 
power our electrified clean 
energy future.”

“This comprehensive law is a 
reminder of the power Mas-
sachusetts has to advance 
groundbreaking climate 
solutions—no matter who is in 

power in D.C.,” said Sen. Cindy 
Creem (D-Newton), chair 
of the Senate Committee on 
Global Warming and Climate 
Change. “The law includes 
a wide range of policies that 
move us closer to net-zero 
emissions, including essential 
reforms to our gas system. By 
preventing gas investments that 
are both imprudent and con-
trary to our climate mandates, 
the bill will keep costs down 
and prevent wasteful spend-
ing of ratepayers’ hard-earned 
money.”

CLEAN ENERGY AND CLIMATE (S 2967)

Somerville Releases Draft Master Plan for Armory Building to Preserve and Grow as Arts Hub
Draft plan outlines vision for 
preserving the Armory building 
while fostering community-
driven governance and diverse 
arts and cultural tenants 

SOMERVILLE—After an ex-
tensive community process, the 
City of Somerville has released a 
draft Somerville Armory Master 
Plan, a roadmap of how to best 
preserve and envision a future 
for the Armory building, located 
at 191 Highland Ave., as a thriv-
ing community arts center for 
years to come. 

In 2021, to prevent pandemic 
impacts from forcing the sale 
of the Armory building by its 
previous owner, and the eviction 
of its tenants, the City purchased 
the building to protect its use 
as an arts center. The City has 
frozen or accepted reduced rents 
from all tenants in the three 
years since, making it easier for 
all to weather pandemic closures 
and the inflation that came in 
the years since. Meanwhile, a 

commitment was made to de-
velop long-range plans to transi-
tion the space from a private 
building to a public community 
center that would best serve the 
full Somerville community as 
an arts and culture hub into the 
future.  

To ensure a plan that would 
serve the full community and 
adhere to state laws governing 
the fair use of public assets, the 
City’s Economic Development 
division and the Somerville Arts 
Council partnered to develop a 
master plan informed by com-
munity input. The draft plan was 
developed through an in-depth 
community engagement pro-
cess. It included stakeholder in-
terviews, focus groups, research, 
and several public meetings in 
which robust debates about the 
building were held. 

That draft plan is now available 
for community members to 
review and provide feedback on-
line. A public hearing for further 

input will occur at the Finance 
Committe meeting on Tuesday, 
December 10, at 6 p.m. online 
via Zoom. A meeting agenda 
and instructions to join will be 
posted soon to somervillema.
legistar.com. 

“It’s easy to forget now just how 
dire the situation was back in 
2021. The City stepped in to be 
sure this vibrant space was not 
converted into condos, offices, 
or other private uses. And not 
only did we save the build-
ing and help the tenants get 
through the pandemic, we now 
have an opportunity to realize 
a long-term community goal. 
Together, we can now plan for 
a public arts hub as a place to 
create and experience arts and 
culture for years to come,” said 
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. “The 
work now is to ensure we have 
a strong plan that serves this di-
verse, creative, forward-looking 
community. I want to thank the 
many community members who 
helped drive this work forward 

and look forward to additional 
feedback.” 

A foundational component 
of the plan is the creation of 
a community-based board of 
governance. There will be a 
team of advisors that supports 
and governs the building, with 
the goal of ensuring it not only 
serves its many tenants, but 
the community as a whole. To 
launch the revitalization of the 
building as quickly as possible, 
the governing board is proposed 
to first be situated within the 
City structures and work toward 
independent financial stability 
over time.  

“The community wants to see 
diverse uses in this space serv-
ing all ages as well as multiple 
creative and cultural arts from 
dance and theater to crafts, 
music, talks, and more. From 
rehearsal, studio, teaching, 
and gallery space to event and 
community space, the Armory 
is poised to build on its strong 

foundation as an arts and com-
munity hub. The public’s vision 
and ownership of this plan will 
help the Armory grow into even 
broader access and activity for 
artists and the public alike,” said 
Somerville Arts Council Direc-
tor Greg Jenkins.  

A final draft of the plan is 
expected in December 2024. 
Upon approval of a final plan, 
the City can take key next steps: 
namely, releasing a Request for 
Proposals (RFPs) to lease space 
to current and potential tenants. 
There are close to 20 different 
spaces within the Armory build-
ing. Spaces may be appropriate 
for a small publishing company, 
a media arts studio, a theatre 
rehearsal space, a photographic 
collaborative – any cultural 
business or non-profit. 

To learn more and review the 
draft plan, please visit voice.
somervillema.gov/armory-
master-plan.
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Thank you to the good 
people of the Somerville 
DPW!

Even though these amaz-
ing DPW employees have 
been working without a 
contract for 2.5yrs, they 
are still out doing the right 
thing hanging up Christ-
mas lights and especially 
tonight in the pouring 
rain! 🌧️ “Keeping the city 
running!” And they even 
went out and rented five 
bucket trucks to get the 
job done!

Somerville DPW Keeping The City Running
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-1428

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


