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Real Life Somerville 
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NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!
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Somerville Central Library to Resume Normal 
Hours Starting Wednesday, October 2

School Construction Advisory 
Group Membership for Winter 

Hill and Brown Planning 
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Somerville Police Officer 
Assaulted on Broadway
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Richard C. Kinne

Obituary
Richard C. Kinne, of 
Somerville passed away 
suddenly on Wednesday, 
September 25, 2024, fol-
lowing an operation. He 
was 59 years old. Richard 
was the beloved son of the 

late Dale R. and Barbara 
A. (Connor) Kinne.

From a young age, he 
nurtured a deep passion 
for the sky and the uni-
verse, which ultimately led 
him to a fulfilling career 
as an astronomer. His 
enthusiasm for uncover-
ing the mysteries of the 
cosmos was contagious; 
he delighted in sharing 
his discoveries with those 
around him.

Later in life, Richard 
transitioned to teaching 
at the Kennedy School in 

Somerville. His joy came 
from seeing the wonder 
in his students’ eyes as 
they learned and grew. He 
believed in the power of 
education and dedicated 
himself to inspiring young 
minds.

In his downtime, Rich-
ard loved relaxing on the 
couch, watching sci-fi 
movies with his partner, 
Morgan. He was also an 
avid amateur radio enthu-
siast, hosting the Official 
Relay Station, where he 
reported local traffic. His 
community spirit shone 

brightly in all he did.

A longtime parishioner of 
Arlington Street Church 
in Boston, Richard met 
his beloved partner while 
ringing the bells one Sun-
day morning—a testament 
to his belief in connection 
and community. He was 
also a devoted cat lover, 
often sharing his home 
with feline companions 
who brought him im-
mense joy.

He was the devoted part-
ner of 13 years to Morgan 
Johnstone of Somerville. 

The beloved brother of 
Kristen Hall and her 
husband Earl G. Hall of 
Rome, NY. Cherished un-
cle of Morghan and Ethan 
Hall both of Rome, NY. 
Loving fur-dad to Odin 
and Lucas. Also survived 
by many loving cherished 
friends and extended fam-
ily members.

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.

I sit on the Veter-
ans Commission for 
Somerville and we are 
looking for commu-
nity support for our 

Veterans Day event: 
food, Anthem singer, 
goody bags items….
please call me at your 
earliest convenience. 

Thank you.

All the best,
Ellen Sullivan

760.885.1931

Somerville Veterans Commission Seeking Your Help

By Bob Katzen

Attorney General Andrea 
Campbell announced the 
creation of the first-ever 
Youth Council to advise 
her office about critical 
issues facing youth and 
help the council members 
build skills as leaders and 
advocates. The council 
would be comprised of 
18 members between the 
ages of 14-18 from regions 

across the state.

Supporters say the council 
will offer their perspective 
to help inform and advise 
the Attorney General’s 
Office on issues that affect 
them, including bias and 
discrimination, mental 
health, social media use, 
anti-bullying, school safe-
ty, environmental justice, 
gun violence prevention 
and government account-

ability.

“Our young people are 
our next generation of 
leaders,” said Campbell. 
“Far too often, they are 
left out of conversations 
about issues that directly 
impact them. As a mother 
of two boys, I am fully 
committed to addressing 
the challenges facing our 
youth, and as your Attor-
ney General, I’m proud to 

seek out young voices to 
inform our work in these 
spaces.”

“I’m excited to be part 
of the … Youth Council 
because it provides me 
with a unique opportunity 
to learn how the Attorney 
General and state gov-
ernment address matters 
that are important to 
young people,” said Youth 
Council Member Victoria 

Mukiibi. “Through my 
past community involve-
ment, I have come to 
appreciate the importance 
of youth engagement. I’m 
eager to collaborate with 
my peers to add our voices 
to the conversations that 
shape decisions that im-
pact our communities.”

ATTORNEY GENERAL CAMPBELL’S YOUTH COUNCIL

TAX AMNESTY PROGRAM

By Bob Katzen

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Revenue 
(DOR) announced it will 
administer a tax amnesty 
program that will run 
from November 1 through 
December 30, 2024. The 
program was part of the 
fiscal 2025 budget ap-

proved by the Legislature 
and signed into law by 
Gov. Healey on July 29.

“I urge individuals and 
businesses to take this 
opportunity to voluntarily 
pay their back taxes and 
interest beginning No-
vember 1,” said Geoffrey 
Snyder, Commissioner of 

Revenue. “The program 
is a significant step to 
help taxpayers come into 
compliance, including 
non-filers.”
According to the DOR, 
the amnesty program 
will allow non-filers and 
taxpayers with outstand-
ing tax liabilities to catch 
up on back taxes and save 

on penalties. The program 
aims to bring into compli-
ance those taxpayers who 
have failed to file returns 
or have unpaid assess-
ments. Taxpayers who 
meet certain criteria must 
request amnesty, file re-
turns and pay outstanding 
tax and interest liabilities 
to have eligible penal-

ties waived. Additionally, 
non-filers or individuals 
who failed to file required 
returns with DOR, may 
benefit from a three-year 
limited look-back period.

For more informa-
tion and details, go to 
https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/massa-

$362 MILLION SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (H 5050)
By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into 
law a $362 million budget 
to help close out fiscal year 
2024 that ended on July 
31. Key provisions ratify 
and fund some 38 collec-
tive bargaining agreements 

and direct $228 million in 
funding for the American 
Rescue Plan Act Home 
and Community Based 
Services before a deadline 
that would require Mas-
sachusetts to return the 
money to Washington, 
D.C.

Other provisions include 
$20 million to replace lost 
federal funding for victims 
of violent crimes; $29.7 
million in early educa-
tion and care subsidies 
to ensure providers can 
maintain access for all 

income-eligible families 
in need of childcare; $5.6 
million for tax abatements 
for veterans, widows, blind 
persons and the elderly; 
$5.1 million to support 
increased demand for 
the Healthy Incentives 
Program which provides 

fresh healthy food options 
and supports local grow-
ers; and $2.1 million for 
Women, Infants and Chil-
dren nutrition services to 
fully support the current 
caseload of recipients.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Letter from the Editor: Somerville Police Officer Assaulted on Broadway
Continued from front page

Your thoughts?

By William Tauro

At about 11:30 AM today 
Thursday, September 26th, 
I was stopped at the red 
light at the intersection on 
Broadway at Franklin Street 
waiting for the light to turn 
green when I noticed a 
Somerville Police Officer 

beginning to physically 
struggle with a homeless 
man at the corner in front of 
the Amigo’s Market.

I witnessed the man swing at 
the officer attempting to slug 
him. It appears to me that 
he got a good punch into 
the officer. I immediately 
pulled over and asked the 
police officer if I can assist 

him in anyway. Immediately 
the homeless man began to 
continue fighting with the 
officer as the officer began 
to take him to the ground 
while the homeless man was 
still fighting and resisting ar-
rest as the officer continued 
shouting commands to get 
on the ground.

A second officer, a Somer-
ville Police Sargent arrived at 
the scene and again the man 
was still continuing resist-
ing arrest until they got him 
with his hands behind his 
back and handcuffed him.

Apparently the intoxicated 
homeless man was urinating 
in front of the variety store 
in front of everyone when 

the officer approach him and 
shouted “What are you do-
ing?” The man then showed 
his unbuttoned penis to the 
police officer. That’s when 
the man swung at the police 
officer and the rest is as I 
stated.
The sad part is this guy will 
get away with this. Our 
current administration here 
in Somerville has no back-
bone. They don’t know how 
to handle and treat or save 
these dozens of intoxicated 
homeless people that roam 
the streets of Somerville 
every day and night. Our 
current administration failed 
them and our city miserably 
in all areas and just leaves 
these homeless people on the 
street and expects them to 

fend for themselves instead 
of trying to do the right 
thing get them the proper 
treatment and assistance that 
they really need.

All the while this continues 
to go on right in front our 
residents of Somerville, in-
cluding in direct view of our 
children have to witnesses 
this monstrosity everyday, 
after day, after day!

As for our police officers, 
they become helpless victims 
themselves who are ordered 
and instructed not to do a 
thing about this situation. 
Especially where something 
like this resulted in an as-
sault of a Somerville Police 
Officer.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
November ballot Question to double the CPA your property taxes from 1.5% to 3%

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Hey, Did you hear there’s a 
question on the November 
ballot to double the CPA 
your property taxes from 
1.5% to 3%? Seem the 
Administration is trying 
to slide this one in.

When asking the Counsel 
At Large, we were told it’s 
up to the voters to edu-
cate themselves. When 
you drive through other 
Cities like Medford and 
Stoneham you see signs 
like Vote No on #3 but no 
one in Somerville knows 
about it.

Congratulations Somerville High School Boys Varsity Soccer Team 
for their Saturday Win vs Haverhill.
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Maura Healey signed 
into law legislation that 
would leverage the interest 
from the state’s Rainy Day 
Fund to better compete 
for federal dollars, to en-
sure the state receives the 
maximum possible share 
of federal funds and to pay 
down the state’s long term 
debt liabilities. The Rainy 
Day Fund currently has 
a historic balance of $8.2 
billion.

Supporters said the bill 
would require the state 
comptroller to transfer in-
terest from the Rainy Day 
Fund to the Common-

wealth Federal Matching 
and Debt Reduction Fund 
on a quarterly basis if the 
Rainy Day balance con-
tains a healthy amount of 
money. The Secretary of 
Administration and Fi-
nance would then pursue 
federal funds for infra-
structure, resiliency and 
economic development.

“From day one of our 
administration, we’ve been 
committed to competing 
aggressively to win more 
federal investments in 
Massachusetts,” said Gov. 
Healey. “We know that 
every federal dollar we 
pull in is vital to repairing 
our bridges and roads, im-

proving transportation in-
frastructure in all parts of 
the state, leading the clean 
energy revolution, and 
supporting our workforce 
at every step. With this 
legislation, we will be able 
to provide unprecedented 
tools for our communities 
to seek the federal support 
they need.”

“We are constantly com-
peting with 49 other states 
for our share of limited 
federal dollars,” said Rep. 
Matt Muratore (R-Plym-
outh). “Leveraging the 
interest on our Rainy Day 
Fund will give us a signifi-
cant advantage by better 
positioning Massachusetts 

to successfully secure 
much-needed federal dol-
lars that will help pay for a 
wide range of infrastruc-
ture projects.”

“This legislation puts Mas-
sachusetts in a position to 
take full advantage of fed-
eral grant opportunities 
to ensure we don’t leave a 
single dollar on the table,” 
said Sen. John Cronin (D-
Fitchburg). “This bill will 
help our commonwealth 
partner with the federal 
government to meet our 
challenges and build for 
the future.”

“Remaining competitive, 
equitable and afford-

able as a commonwealth 
means thinking creatively 
about our state’s finances 
and seizing opportuni-
ties,” said Senate President 
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). 
“We have been fiscally 
prudent in building up 
the largest rainy day fund 
in Massachusetts’ history, 
and with the governor’s 
signature, our communi-
ties will now be able to 
leverage our robust inter-
est earnings to compete 
for federal dollars to fund 
transformative projects.

USE INTEREST FROM STATE’S “RAIN DAY FUND” 
TO LEVERAGE FEDERAL FUNDS (S 2954)

$5 MILLION FOR FIREFIGHTER SAFETY GRANTS

By Bob Katzen

The Healey administration 
announced that $5 mil-
lion in grant are available 
to support the purchase 
of firefighter turnout gear, 
fire suppression equip-
ment, and other related 

items by local cities and 
towns.

“Modern firefighters do 
much more than fight 
fires,” said State Fire Mar-
shal Jon Davine. “They 
perform technical rescues, 
mitigate the release of haz-

ardous materials and treat 
traumatic injuries. Many 
of their day-to-day activi-
ties expose them to car-
cinogens and other health 
hazards. These grants give 
local fire departments the 
flexibility to purchase the 
safety equipment that will 

best serve their needs, 
from small rural towns to 
large urban areas. It’s an 
investment in the safety of 
our firefighters and all our 
communities.”
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SOMERVILLE – The Somerville 
Arts Council is actively seeking 
three to four dedicated community 
members to join its Board. This is 
an exciting opportunity for individ-
uals with a passion for the arts to 
support and strengthen the vibrant 
cultural landscape of our city.

What is the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil Board?

The Somerville Arts Council Board 
plays a crucial role in cultivating 
and celebrating the creative expres-
sions of the Somerville community. 
The Board provides guidance on 
the City’s arts community, advises 
on the work and policies of the Arts 
Council, and engages in network-
ing. From September through 
December, members participate in 
the adjudication process for a local 

grant-making program to support 
arts and culture initiatives within 
the community.
Who Can Join?
We are seeking artists or mem-
bers of the general public with a 
strong interest in the arts, par-
ticularly those with experience in 
music, literature, or public art. Any 
Somerville resident with a passion 
for supporting the arts is encour-

aged to apply.
What is the Time Commitment?
The Board meets in person on the 
second Wednesday of each month. 
There are two additional meetings 
each year concerning the grant 
program. Members serve a term 
of up to three years in a volunteer 
capacity.
How Are Members Appointed?
Members are appointed by the 

Mayor of Somerville.
How Do I Apply?
Please submit a brief statement of 
interest explaining why you would 
like to join the Board and how 
you feel you can contribute to its 
work by Thursday, October 10. 
We welcome applications from all 
Somerville residents with diverse 
experiences, skills, and perspec-
tives.

Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Join the Somerville Arts Council Board Applications Due Thursday, October 10

We are excited to an-
nounce that New England 
Security will be hosting 
a Job Fair on Saturday, Oc-
tober 5th, 2024.

We need your help to 

spread the word! If you 
know any friends, family, 
or acquaintances who may 
be interested in joining 
the best security team in 
Massachusetts, we’d love 
to meet them at our event.

WE ARE HIRING

Somerville Launches Western Pearl Street Reconstruction Project with
 Oct 9 Virtual Community Meeting

City will offer a variety of ways 
to get involved in this redesign of 
Pearl Street (McGrath Highway to 
Medford) which aims to increase 
safety.

SOMERVILLE—As part of the 
City’s intensive efforts to improve 
street safety for all, community 
engagement and design for the
City’s reconstruction of Western 
Pearl Street is getting underway. 
All are invited to help inform this 
project which will bring increased 
safety, accessibility, and sustain-
ability to Pearl Street between 
McGrath Highway and Medford 
Street.

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Ward 
4 Councilor Jesse Clingan, Ward 1 
Councilor Matt McLaughlin, and 
City Staff invite you to participate 
in a range of feedback opportuni-
ties
launching this October.

The process kicks-off with a vir-
tual community meeting on
Wednesday, October 9, from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Visit somervillema.gov/
westernpearl
to attend. At this meeting, City 
staff will introduce the project and 

provide residents with the oppor-
tunity to ask questions and share 
their experiences. Public feedback 
opportunities on both the initial 
planning and then the design of 
the project will continue
over the coming year.

More information about this 
project and opportunities to get 
involved are included below.

Project Overview and Timeline
As part of our Pavement and 
Sidewalk Management program, 
the City plans to reconstruct 
sidewalks and repave Pearl Street 
from McGrath Highway to 
Medford Street. This reconstruc-
tion provides an opportunity to 
redesign the street to increase 
safety, improve accessibility, and 
deliver a more comfortable expe-
rience by:

·
Reconstructing sidewalks and 
adding accessible curb ramps at 
all crosswalks

·
Installing
traffic calming
safety features such as raised 

crosswalks, raised intersections, 
and curb extensions.

·
Introducing protected bicycle 
facilities

·
Marking “Clear Corners” at each 
intersection to increase visibility

·
Supporting current street trees 
and identifying locations for new 
plantings

How to Get Involved
The City plans to engage com-
munity members and develop 
the new design between fall 2024 
and fall 2025. Reconstruction is 
currently anticipated to take place 
between 2026 and 2027.

There will be a mix of in-person 
and virtual engagement oppor-
tunities throughout the design 
process, including:
· Online and in-person surveys

·
Community meetings for the 
general public, Kennedy school 
community, and more

·
Street outreach with neighbor-
hood pop-ups and tabling at 
community events

Direct outreach to local busi-
nesses

“Office hours” drop-in events

The first event is a virtual com-
munity meeting on Wednesday, 
October 9, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Attend the meeting, learn more 
about the project by visiting
somervillema.gov/westernpearl.

Questions and comments can be 
submitted at any point by email-
ing
transportation@somervillema.gov
and by calling 311 (617-666-3311)

Policy Background
The City’s efforts to increase safety 
on our streets are guided by our 
goals to both keep community 
members physically safe as well as 
to achieve our climate action goal 
to shift more trips to sustainable 
modes of travel like public transit, 
walking, biking, and rolling. You 

can learn more about this work in 
the plans below.

· Somerville’s Vision Zero Action 
Plan to eliminate traffic fatalities 
and reduce severe injuries within 
our transportation system

·
The Somerville
Bicycle Network Plan
which aims to create bike facilities 
for people of all ages and abilities 
to safely get around the City

·
The City’s
Climate Forward Plan
to reduce carbon emissions and 
increase active and sustainable 
transportation options.

Somerville’s recently passed
Safe
Streets Ordinance reaffirms the 
City’s commitment to accelerating 
work toward these goals through 
the implementation of forward-
looking design
and safety practices.
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

By Bob Katzen

The Senate approved a 
House-approved bill that 
prohibits the Department 
of Children and Families 
(DCF) from prohibiting 
placement of a child in a 
foster home solely based 
on the presence of any 
specific breed of dog in 

the home. The bill also 
updates animal cruelty and 
abuse reporting regulation 
for human services em-
ployees or contractors.

Supporters said that cur-
rently, DCF is allowed to 
prohibit placement of a 
child in a home with Ger-
man Shepherds, Pit Bulls 

and Rottweilers.

“This legislation will 
open the door for seem-
ingly countless additional 
families to potentially 
become foster families 
addressing the great need 
for emergency, short-term 
and permanent supportive 
housing for the common-

wealth’s children,” said 
sponsor Rep. Jack Lewis 
(D-Framingham). “From 
my work as the co-chair of 
the bipartisan Protecting 
Animal Welfare Caucus 
and my own personal 
experience of becoming a 
pre-adoptive foster parent, 
I know the power of this 
legislation.”

The bill needs final ap-
proval in the House and 
Senate before it goes to 
Gov. Healey for her signa-
ture.

FOSTER HOMES AND DOGS (H 4911)

12.4 MILLION FOR ROAD SAFETY

By Bob Katzen

The Healey administration an-
nounced it has awarded some 
$12.4 million in federal traffic 
safety funds for programs to 
promote safer roads in across 
the state.

“These programs, taken 
together, represent a holistic ap-
proach to addressing road safety 
concerns,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “No one agency or ap-
proach can resolve these issues, 
but the combination of preven-

tion, enforcement, education 
and outreach initiatives funded 
through these grants will ensure 
safer roads for all in Massachu-
setts.”

“The initiatives funded through 
these grant programs will 

ensure that drivers in communi-
ties across the state are better 
informed and safer behind the 
wheel,” said Public Safety and 
Security Secretary Terrence 
Reidy. “These grants promote 
strong partnerships between 
nonprofits, community mem-

bers and public safety officials. 
Those relationships are key to 
our public safety strategy.”
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BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Save the date! You’re invited!

William “Billy” Tauro
Candidate for
Registrar of Deeds
CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER

ELVIS vs SINATRA
Two Great Entertainers
Dimitrios Stavropoulos as Elvis 
• Dom Catino as Sinatra

Come Out and Show Your Sup-
port for
Southern Middlesex County’s 
next Registrar of Deeds Wil-
liam “Billy” Tauro

Wednesday October 9th 6-9pm

Premiere on Broadway
517 Broadway Somerville, MA 
02145

Time: 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.

Appetizers • Cash Bar • Live 
Entertainment • DJ • Dancing • 
Good Friends

No Cover Charge, But Contri-
butions Are Greatly Appreci-
ated!

Contributions can also be sent 
to:

Committee to Elect William 
Tauro, PO Box 542 – Somer-
ville Ma 02143 or by using 
the attached contribution link 
below or by going to William-
tauro.com
Your contribution is greatly 
appreciated.
Info email: Wmtauro@aol.com 
or please (617)293-2016

Suggested Donation Options: 
$25. $50. $100. $250.

Click on link below to contrib-
ute here to Committee to Elect 
William Tauro for Registrar of 
Deeds of Southern Middlesex 
County
https://politics.raisethemoney.
com/en/wtauro

Please make checks payable to:
Committee to Elect William 
Tauro
(No corporate or business 
checks accepted)

“When Just Ok, Just Isn’t Good 
Enough!”
Paid for by Committee to Elect 
William Tauro

William “Billy” Tauro Candidate for Registrar of Deeds CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER



       12                    Tuesday October 1st, 2024          						       The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	

SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Premiere on Broadway
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#TeamTauroForRegistrarOfDeeds2024

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Somerville Central Library to Resume Normal Hours Starting Wednesday, October 2
Continued from front page

New Security Measures 
and Expanded Support 
Resources Implemented to 
Support Safe Environment 
for Patrons and Staff

SOMERVILLE – The Cen-
tral Branch of the Somer-
ville Public Library will 
resume its regular hours 

of operation beginning 
Wednesday, October 2.

“The Central Library 
will be back to its nor-
mal hours next week as 
planned, and new sup-
ports in place will help us 
foster a safe and positive 
environment for every-
one,” said Mayor Ballan-
tyne. “We appreciate the 
dedication of our librar-
ians and staff who have 
worked tirelessly to ensure 
the library remains a wel-
coming space.”

Updated Safety Measures
The return to regular 

hours comes with two 
important new resources 
aimed at creating a safe 
and supportive library en-
vironment. Security cam-
eras have been installed 
in strategic locations in 
the library, and a profes-
sional security company 
trained in de-escalation 
will provide an on-site 
guard at targeted hours. 
The City selected Internal 
Security Associates as our 
new security vendor. They 
have extensive experience 
working with youth and 
in public spaces, includ-
ing schools and libraries. 
Additionally, the security 

personnel are trained in 
CPR and first-aid, ensur-
ing an extra layer of safety 
for library staff and visi-
tors.

In addition to these safety 
measures, additional pro-
gramming is also planned 
for the coming weeks for 
all ages including crafts, 
music and more. The City 
also continues its efforts to 
enhance support services 
at the Central Library. As 
part of ongoing planning 
for broader library needs, 
the City is in the final 
stages of the hiring pro-
cess for an on-site social 

worker to serve library 
patrons. This professional 
will provide direct support 
to vulnerable members 
of the community and 
will further enhance the 
supportive environment at 
the library.

For more information on 
the Central Library’s oper-
ating hours and services, 
please visit somervillepub-
liclibrary.org or contact 
the library at (617) 623-
5000 ext. 2900.

By William Tauro

Somerville and Medford 
Police officers were dis-
patched to an accident 
that happened earlier Fri-
day afternoon, September 
20th at 459 Broadway next 
to the intersection of Brae-
mire Road and Broadway 
near the Somerville and 
Medford line.

The Student Driver School 
Vehicle rolled over onto its 
roof after the collision.

According to witnesses at 
the scene, the sole passen-
ger got out of the vehicle 
after the crash and she 
appeared to be fine. She 
was later placed into the 
ambulance and transport-
ed to an area hospital to be 
checked out. ￼

Driving School Vehicle Collision Ends Up As Rollover
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Join the Somerville Urban Forestry Committee
SOMERVILLE – The Somerville 
Urban Forestry Committee is 
seeking two new members to 
help shape the future of our city’s 
urban canopy! We have one open 
position for a youth member (ages 
14-17 at the time of appointment) 
and another position open to any 
resident passionate about urban 
forestry and public green spaces.

What is the Somerville Urban 
Forestry Committee?
The Urban Forestry Committee 
advises the City of Somerville on 
the management and maintenance 
of all existing and new trees and 

shrubs on public grounds and 
public ways.

The Committee collaborates 
closely with the Mayor’s Office of 
Strategic Planning and Commu-
nity Development and the Depart-
ment of Public Works to provide 
input on policies and plans related 
to urban forestry.

Responsibilities include:
Reviewing and advising on the 
health, maintenance, and protec-
tion of existing trees and shrubs.
Updating information in the tree 
inventory.

Supporting public education and 
outreach on urban forestry.
Providing comments during city 
permitting review processes.
Developing educational materials, 
conducting community presenta-
tions, attending site visits, and sup-
porting Arbor Day celebrations.

Who Can Join?
We are seeking one youth member 
(14-17 years old) and one general 
member with a passion for urban 
forestry. All Somerville residents 
are welcome to apply.

What is the Time Commitment?

The Committee meets virtually 
once per month, typically on the 
third Thursday from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. Additional com-
mitments, such as developing 
educational materials or attending 
community events, may occasion-
ally be required. The estimated 
time commitment is 2-5 hours per 
month.

How Are Members Appointed?
Members are selected by the 
Mayor and appointed by the City 
Council.

How Do I Apply?

Applications are due by the end 
of the day on Friday, October 25, 
2024.
Youth Member: Please submit a 
brief statement of interest.
General Member: Please submit a 
statement of interest and a resume.

Where to Apply:
Applications may be submitted via 
email or U.S. Mail to:
Email: Vanessa Boukili at vbouki-
li@somervillema.gov
Mail: Vanessa Boukili, City of 
Somerville OSPCD, 93 Highland 
Ave, Somerville, MA 02145

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate approved 
and sent to Gov. Maura Healey 
legislation that would leverage the 
interest from the state’s Rainy Day 
Fund to better compete for federal 
dollars, to ensure the state receives 
the maximum possible share of 
federal funds and to pay down the 
state’s long term debt liabilities. The 
Rainy Day Fund currently has a 
historic balance of $8.2 billion.

Supporters said the bill would 
require the state comptroller to 

transfer interest from the Rainy 
Day Fund to the Commonwealth 
Federal Matching and Debt Reduc-
tion Fund on a quarterly basis if 
the Rainy Day balance contains 
a healthy amount of money. The 
Secretary of Administration and 
Finance would then pursue federal 
funds for infrastructure, resiliency 
and economic development.

“This final legislation … increases 
our commonwealth’s ability to com-
pete for federal funds while also 
paying down our debt obligations,” 
said Rep. Jack Lewis (D-Framing-

ham), Chair of the House Commit-
tee on Federal Stimulus and Census 
Oversight.

“The needs of the public are ever-
changing when it comes to the 
infrastructure of the state, and to 
be able to keep up with the needs of 
our residents is imperative when it 
comes to accomplishing important 
public purposes,” said Sen. Patrick 
O’Connor (R-Weymouth). “Public 
safety and convenience will ensure 
that the roles that we all have con-
tinue to operate smoothly and keep 
Massachusetts on the national stage 

as a competitive economy.”

“Remaining competitive, equitable 
and affordable as a commonwealth 
means thinking creatively about our 
state’s finances and seizing opportu-
nities,” said Senate President Karen 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “We have been 
fiscally prudent in building up the 
largest rainy day funds in Mas-
sachusetts’ history, which allows 
us to leverage our robust interest 
earnings to compete for federal dol-
lars that will help us strengthen our 
infrastructure.”

“Ensuring that the commonwealth 
is able to aggressively compete for 
the federal funding being made 
available to states is critical,” said 
House Speaker Ron Mariano (D-
Quincy). “The projects and invest-
ments that will be funded across 
the United States because of the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, the Inflation Reduction Act 
and the CHIPS and Science Act will 
transform this country and create 
a significant number of jobs in the 
process. It’s vital that Massachusetts 
does everything that it can to share 
in that prosperity.”

USE INTEREST FROM STATE’S “RAIN DAY FUND” TO LEVERAGE FEDERAL FUNDS (S 2954)
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

Advisory Group meetings and broad 
public process to launch in October; 
First meeting is Oct. 8

SOMERVILLE– Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne is announcing the members 
of the Somerville School Construc-
tion Advisory Group. Over the course 
of an in-depth process, members will 
develop a recommendation to the 
Mayor on both the location and scope 
of a renovated or
new school to meet the needs of the 
Winter Hill Community Innovation 
School and potentially the Benjamin 
G. Brown School.

Advisory Group meetings will 
be open to the public and will be 
accompanied by a broader public 
process designed to gather input from 
parents,
guardians, teachers, and the com-
munity at large. Both the Advisory 
Group and the broader public process 
will launch in October and is ex-
pected to conclude in fall 2025.

Core questions to be reviewed by 
the Construction Advisory Group 
include:

If we build a new school rather than 
renovate the old Winter Hill School, 
should the school be located at the 
Winter Hill site at Sycamore Street, or 
elsewhere?

Will the Brown School be included in 
a joint school, or, if not, how should 
we plan for the future of the Brown?

What do these choices mean for the 
Somerville Public Schools and City as 
a whole?

Information to be reviewed by 
the Construction Advisory Group 
includes:

Information about the culture, 
demographics, current conditions, 
enrollment, capacity, programs, space 
needs, curriculum requirements, and 
school and building programs at the 
Winter Hill Community Innovation 
School, the Brown School, and – as 
relevant –other
district schools

Community input collected via multi-
ple methods by Winter Hill students, 
the Somerville Public Schools, and 
the broader community process

Current and potential school travel 
and transportation information

Overview of Somerville municipal 
finance, including operating and 
capital budgets, revenue generation, 
general fund capital needs, Climate 
Forward sustainability goals for 
school buildings, affordability issues, 
and debt exclusion override mechan-
ics

Other City and School fiscal, 
infrastructure, and building priori-
ties, including capital investments, 
logistics, etc.

Members

Members selected to date for the 
Construction Advisory Group include 
the following. Remaining positions 
including for teachers, students, and 
potentially additional community 
group representatives, will be shared 
when filled.

Winter Hill Parent Representatives 
(selected via open call process)

Cassie Walston (PTA)

Matthew Daniels

Brown School Parent Representatives 
(selected via open call process)

Ryan Williams (PTA)

Marta Guerra Pastrian

Somerville Public School District Par-
ent Representatives (selected via open 
call process)

Emily Miyares

Matthew Roberts

City Council Representative (recom-
mended by City Council President)

Kristen Strezo

School Committee Representative 
(recommended by School Committee 
Chair)

Andre Green

Community Group Representatives 
(recommended by respective groups)

Green New Deal for Somerville 
Schools: Corey Donahue

Padres Latinos: Paula Magnelli and 
Gandhy Aldana

Business Community Representative 
(recommended by Somerville Cham-
ber of Commerce)

Adam Portnoy

Jack Connolly (alternate)

Construction Advisory Group Meet-
ing, October 8

The first meeting of the Advisory 
Group will be in person. All meetings 
will be open to the public and will 
include a designated comment period 
toward the end of the meeting. Future 
meetings will be either virtual or in 
person.
Meetings will be videotaped by the 
City’s GovTV team and made avail-
able for later viewing. For links and 
updates, see
http://www.somervillema.gov/WH-
CIS
or somervillema.gov/cag.

Date: Tuesday, October 8th from 6 to 
8:30 p.m.

Location: Somerville High School, 81 
Highland Avenue, Room 205

Background

In April 2023, the City submitted in-
dividual applications for major grant 
support from the state. The requests 
were to receive funding to renovate or 
rebuild both the Winter Hill and the 
Brown schools. In December 2023, 
the Winter Hill school was accepted 
into
the Eligibility Phase of the Massa-
chusetts School Building Authority’s 
(MSBA) grant program.

The grant program could potentially 
provide significant state funding for 
renovation or construction of a new 
school. Although the Brown School 
was not individually accepted into 
the program, the MSBA expressed 
willingness to consider a single 
project that
accommodates both the Winter Hill 

and Brown school populations.

Both the Advisory Group and the 
broader public process aim to ensure 
that the full community has an op-
portunity to weigh in on a decision 
that impacts current students, future 
students, and the community at large. 
Community input will be sought via 
multilingual
outreach and a range of methods and 
opportunities for input.

The MSBA process involves a timeline 
set by the state. The Advisory Group 
and broader public process will fit 
into this existing MSBA timeline,
and will not delay the school building 
process. The anticipated fall 2025 con-
clusion of the Advisory Group and 
public process is based on the current 
estimate of the MSBA timeline. If the 
MSBA schedule changes, the Advi-
sory Group process could accelerate
or have more time accordingly.

More information

For more information on the Winter 
Hill Community Innovation School 
construction project, the MSBA 
process, and related information, 
please visit
somervillema.gov/WHCIS.
Updates related to the work of the 
Advisory Group and community 
input opportunities will be shared via 
City and School channels, and the
somervillema.gov/WHCIS
web pages. Watch for our new school 
building project website coming soon. 
Sign up for the City e-newsletter at
somervillema.gov/subscribe.

School Construction Advisory Group Membership 
for Winter Hill and Brown Planning Announced

Continued from front page
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, 
BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT 
THROUGH A SPECIAL ACT OF 
THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 
397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, 
HEREBY AMENDS THE TRAF-
FIC REGULATIONS WITH THE 
ADDITION OF THE FOLLOW-
ING:

2024-48 Article V Section 5-10 
“Safety Zones” is amended as fol-
lows: Fire lane on School St. from 
the south curb cut of the driveway 
at 105 School St. for a distance of 
48 ft. in a southerly direction to the 
south curb cut of the driveway at 
107 School St.

 2024-49 Article V Section 5-10 

“Safety Zones” is amended as fol-
lows: Fire lane in front of 93 School 
St, running in a southerly direction 
from the south front gate post for 
a distance of 50 ft. to the telephone 
pole.

 PROMULGATED:  SEPTEMBER 
12, 2024

​ADVERTISED:  SEPTEMBER 24, 
2024, OCTOBER 1, 2024, OCTO-
BER 8, 2024

                                             ​                      
EFFECTIVE:   OCTOBER 16, 2024

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 
09/24/2024, 10/01/24, 10/08/2024
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Meetings for all seven wards will 
be held Mid-September through 
Mid-October

SOMERVILLE–Community
members are invited to join Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and Somerville 
City Council at the 2024 City Hall 
Community Meetings. Join us to 
get an overview of the latest City 
news, learn more about City pro-
grams and initiatives, meet your 
neighbors, find ways to
get involved, and talk with elected 
officials and City staff.

The in-person meetings kick off 
with a social half-hour with free 
pizza and kid-friendly, healthy 
snacks,
where you can chat one-on-one 
with elected officials including 
the Mayor and your Ward City 
Councilor or At-Large City Coun-
cilors as well as staff about issues 
important to you.

Mayor Ballantyne and City staff 
will then share updates on projects 
in your neighborhood, citywide 
initiatives,
and a look at neighborhood crime 
stats followed by a roughly 20-min-

ute open Q&A.

All Ward meetings will be held in 
person and one all-virtual, all-ward 
meeting will be held on Zoom and
will be accessible online or by any 
phone. Two additional, all-ward 
meetings will take place in person: 
one in Portuguese and one in 
Spanish. All in-person meetings 
will be recorded for later on-de-
mand or TV viewing.

Fall 2024 Community Meeting 
Schedule

Meetings run from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., with refreshments and meet-
and-greets starting at 6 p.m.

Unsure about which ward you live 
in? Find out with the MySomer-
ville address
lookup tool at http://www.somer-
villema.gov/mysomerville.

Ward 4 (Winter Hill, Ten Hills, and 
more):

Date: Wednesday, September 18

Location: Healey School Cafeteria, 
5 Meacham St.

Ward 3 (N. Union Sq., Prospect 
Hill, Spring Hill, Central Hill, and 
more):

Date: Monday, September 23

Location: Somerville High School 
Cafeteria, 81 Highland Ave.

Ward 7 (West Somerville, Teele Sq., 
and more):

Date: Tuesday, September 24

Location: West Somerville Neigh-
borhood School Cafeteria, 177 
Powder House
Blvd.

All Ward Meeting in Portuguese:

Date: Monday, September 30

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also 
be livestreamed on the City of 
Somerville
YouTube page and shared on the 
Portuguese language Facebook 
page fb.com/SomervilleCidade.

Ward 5 (Magoun Sq., NE Ball Sq., 
Cedar & Lowell St. areas, NW 
Porter Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 1

Location: Kennedy School Cafete-
ria, 5 Cherry St.

Ward 1 (East Somerville, Assembly 
Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 8

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Ward 6 (Greater Davis Sq. neigh-
borhood and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 9

Location: Somerville Community 
Baptist Church, 31 College Ave.

All Ward Meeting in Spanish:

Date: Tuesday, October 15

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also 
be livestreamed on the City of 
Somerville
YouTube page and shared on the 
Spanish language Facebook page 
fb.com/SomervilleCiudad.

Ward 2 (S. Union Sq., Perry and 
Lincoln Park neighborhoods, Bea-
con St. area, and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 16

Location: Argenziano School Caf-
eteria, 290 Washington St.

All Ward Virtual Meeting:

Date: Monday, October 21

Location: Online via Zoom with 
interpretation into Spanish and 
Portuguese, as well as other
languages by request. You may join 
online or call in on any phone.

Details: For sign-in information, 
please visit
http://www.somervillema.gov/
communitymeetings
or call 311 at 617-666-3311.

Interpretation into your language 
is available for all meetings upon 
advance request by contacting the
SomerViva Office of Immigrant 
Affairs at somerviva@somervil-
lema.gov
or calling 311 at 617-666-3311. 
Interpretation availability is also 
being advertised in Spanish, 
Portuguese, Haitian Kreyol, Nepali, 
Mandarin, and Cantonese.

For more information about the 
Community Meetings and to at-
tend virtually, visit somervillema.
gov/communitymeetings.
With any questions, please contact 
Kristine McNulty at kmcnulty@
somervillema.gov.

Join Somerville’s 2024 Community Meetings Series to Learn About Latest City Initiatives 
from Mayor Ballantyne and City Staff

Legal Ad Notice
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Megalopolis is a fun, yet tiring, 
memorable film with a good heart.

Megalopolis is a movie that at times 
comes off as random and after two 
and a quarter hours it doesn’t get 
old but it can be tiring. For a movie 
that struggles to find or stay on a 
single narrative at any given time, it 
doesn’t exactly find any lulls but it 
feels like it will never end.

It’s a movie that has grand scenes 
like a wedding and a virgin auction 
in Madison Square Garden, or a 
satellite crashing into Earth, but 
it’s a movie that struggles to turn it 
all into one story. When I left the 
theater I asked myself how many 
movies could that all have been? 
But, to the credit of Megalopolis, it 
doesn’t obscure the overall message 
of the film. This is the main reason 
I think I left the theatre a little 
confused, but with a good feeling in 
my stomach.

Adam Driver and Nathalie Em-

manuel pair well together but 
the lack of single narrative in the 
film makes it hard to make sense 
of their performance throughout 
the movie. Sometimes it’s a movie 
about rivalry and sometimes it’s a 
movie about a dramatic relation-
ship but the film never takes a side. 
The suspense never culminates and 
neither does the drama because the 
movie goes in too many different 
directions.

Shia LaBeouf has a good perfor-
mance and so does Audrey Plaza. I 
thought Giancarlo Esposito, char-
acter had surprising depth for a 
role that come off as shallow by the 
end of the film and Voight was the 
star of the show whenever he was 
onscreen. They all shared the same 
problem which they were all stars 
in their role during a disjointed 
motion picture. The cast lacked 
cohesiveness in a way that reflected 
the film itself.

My own interpretation of Mega-

lopolis is that it was an ultimately 
optimistic film that went in too 
many directions as a movie. I felt 
during the movie – and thought 
by the end – that it shouldn’t be 
taken too seriously although it can 
be quite dramatic at times. The 
message of Megalopolis is worth it 
but the movie as a whole has some 
unintentionally funny moments 
and there’s a charm and humor that 
could go missed if a viewer goes in 
taking the film too seriously alto-
gether. For these reasons, I actually 
think the Megalopolis might appeal 
more to younger viewers, if only it 
were about forty minutes shorter. 
For me, I enjoyed the optimism 
of the film but I typically prefer a 
more cohesive storyline

Megalopolis Review by Marco Cuda
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-142

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 



24                  Tuesday October 1st, 2024              The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


