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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 5 Continuded to page 11

Continued to page 20

Somerville Launching VoteSomerville Tool for 
Voters to Verify Their Ward and Polling Place

Mayor Ballantyne Announces New 
Firefighter’s Union Agreement Enhancing 
Pay, Benefits, and Training and Education 

Incentives for Firefighters Local 76

CHANGE COLUMBUS DAY TO 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Elizabeth M. “Betty” Smith (Kelley)

Elizabeth M. “Betty” 
Smith (Kelley)
Of Somerville, formerly 
of South Boston, passed 
away peacefully on Oc-
tober 8, 2024. Betty was 
the beloved wife of Em-
met F. “Frank” Smith, 
with whom she shared 
one of the greatest love 
stories ever told. They met 
and lived in Boston, later 
moving to Glenwood Rd 
in Somerville where they 
raised their children. Betty 
lived there until she was 
91.

She was the devoted 
mother of Elizabeth “Bet-
ty” Roche, Thomas Smith, 
Sr., Diane Smith, the late 
Emmet F. Smith III, Barry 
T. Smith, Kelley A. Smith 
Snell, Barbara J. (Smith) 
Hennelly, Bertrand Tay-
lor, and John Marshall. 
She also leaves behind 
her dear siblings Eddie, 
Eugene, and Thomas 
Kelley, Margaret Plansky, 
and Maureen O’Malley. 
Betty was predeceased by 
her siblings Frank Kelley, 
Mary “Babs” DiGiacomo, 
Jimmy Kelley, and Kath-
leen McCarthy. She is 
survived by many loving 
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, godchil-
dren, nieces and nephews, 
and was predeceased by 
her cherished grandchil-
dren, Mary Armaiz and 
Liam Smith. 

Betty was not only a 
devoted mother to her 
children but to countless 

others. She helped raise 
her siblings, foster kids, 
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, neighbor-
hood kids, nieces, neph-
ews, and even strangers. 
If you needed a mother 
or a Nana, she was your 
girl. She made everyone 
feel like she loved you the 
most and that you were 
her favorite. But no one 
doubted that her greatest 
love was always her hus-
band, Frank.

A longtime employee of 
Jordan Marsh, Betty never 
passed up an opportu-
nity to use her employee 
discount and could shop 
with the best of them. 
Later in life, she worked at 
the Franciscan Children’s 
Hospital alongside her 
brother Eddie, where she 
was in her element, talk-
ing to people. Whether 
it was on the phone or in 
person, she made every-
one feel welcomed and 

heard.

Known as the life of every 
party, Betty could dance 
circles around anyone and 
was even known to throw 
in a somersault or two on 
the dance floor. She made 
everyone she met want 
to be better and more 
kind. She loved God and 
prayed everyday. Her faith 
never wavered despite 
many tests and she always 
counted her blessings. 
She loved making people 
laugh, her family, all ba-
bies, Irish music, Southie, 
Somerville, Ireland, 
Costco, the Salvy, chips, 
ice cream, fire works and 
winterfresh gum. 

Her great big heart, hugs, 
humor, the before dinner 
graces, and her love for 
everyone will be remem-
bered by all who had the 
gift of knowing her. 

Visitation will be held 

at the O’Brien Funeral 
Home, 146 Dorchester 
St., SOUTH BOSTON, 
on Friday, October 11, 
from 4 to 8pm. A Funeral 
Mass will be held in St. 
Ann Church, 399 Med-
ford Street, Somerville, 
on Saturday, October 12, 
at 11am. Relatives and 
friends are kindly invited 
to attend.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Betty’s memory 
may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
309 Waverly Oaks Rd., 
Waltham, MA 02452.

For guestbook and direc-
tions, please visit http://
www.obrienfunerals.com
O’Brien Funeral Home | 
617-269-1600

Somerville/Medford Remembering Raymond Joseph

Obituary

Raymond Joseph, born 
in Cayes, Hati, MA, on 
October 22, 1937, passed 
away on October 8, 2024 
in Somerville, Massachu-
setts, after a long illness.

He is survived by his 
children Robert Joseph, 
Magalie Joseph, Estelle 

Joseph, Emaze Joseph, 
Brunel Joseph, Leonel Jo-
seph, his long-time part-
ner Ermithe Joseph, his 
daughter-in-law Asselia 
Joseph, his brother Jo-
seph Richeme, his grand-
children Jonathan Bazile, 
Philemon Joseph, Magda 
Joseph, Marjorie Joseph, 
Mimose Joseph, Michelet 
Joseph, Byanka Joseph, 
Kenson Joseph, Anne 
Bruelle Joseph, Brunise 
Joseph, Berthonise Joseph, 
Armelle Joseph, Davidson 
Joseph, his several neph-
ews and nieces, including 
Baussuet Charles, Esther 
Richemond, Richemaille 
Richeme, and Jolicoeur 
Fanfan.

Raymond was a hard-
working and dedicated 
individual who served his 
birth country and com-
munity for more than 
fifteen years as a police 
officer and also worked as 
a farmer. He immigrated 
to the United States in 
August 2007 and settled 
in Somerville where he 
remained until his pass-
ing. Raymond became 
a naturalized citizen in 
2018. He was proud to 
become a U.S. citizen and 
voted regularly in all elec-
tions. He followed politics 
fervently. For many years, 
Raymond volunteered 
his time as a helper at the 

Elizabeth Peabody House 
food pantry. He was pas-
sionate about cooking and 
relished a good meal with 
his friends and family. He 
was also a fitness enthusi-
ast who walked daily the 
various neighborhood 
streets near and far from 
his Somerville residence. 
He was an outgoing indi-
vidual who valued friend-
ships and family gather-
ings. Raymond easily built 
connections and greeted 
everyone in and around 
the neighborhood and on 
the street. His ever-pres-
ent smile and the warmth, 
depth and intelligence 
behind it will be sorely 
missed. We could not have 

asked for a better parent, 
grandparent, sibling, uncle 
and friend, and will miss 
Raymond every day. His 
memory will live on in the 
hearts of a11 those who 
loved him.

Funeral Services will be 
held on Saturday, NO-
VEMBER 2, 2024 at the 
Holy Bible Baptist Church, 
64 College Ave, Somerville 
beginning at 9:00AM.

Service will conclude with 
burial at St. Paul Cem-
etery, Arlington

MEGAN, William J. “Bil-
ly”, Sr., Lifelong resident of 

Cambridge, passed away 
peacefully on October 10, 
2024 surrounded by his 
loving family.

Born in Cambridge to the 
late Franics J. Megan and 
Viola Ann (Sarchioni). 
Beloved husband of 51 
years to Judi Ann Megan 
of Cambridge. Loving 
father of William J. ‘ Billy’ 
Megan, Jr. and Kelly Jones 

of Cambridge, Scot Megan 
and Christina Williams 
of Cambridge, Shannon 
Megan and Joey Febbo of 
Merrimac, MA, and the 
late Shawn M. Megan. 
Proud ‘Pop Pop” of Jaren, 
Alanna, Giana, Scot Jr., 
Mia, Julianna, Jacen and 
Jaxen. Dear brother of 
Ann Beaulieu, Carol Jen-
nings, Linda Hagan, Ron-
ald Megan, Robert Megan, 

and the late Christine and 
Francis, Jr. Billy is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, relatives 
and dear friends.
Visiting Hours will be held 
from the Keefe Funeral 
Home, 2175 Mass Ave, 
NORTH CAMBRIDGE, 
on Tuesday, October 22nd 
from 4-7PM. A Prayer 
Service will be held at 
6:30PM in the Funeral 

Home. Burial will be 
Private. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider mak-
ing a donation in Billy’s 
memory to the American 
Heart Association, PO 
Box 840692, Dallas, TX 
75284-0692, or the Ameri-
can Kidney Fund, 11921 
Rockville Pike, Suite 300, 
Rockville, MD 20852.

Somerville/Medford/Cambridge Remembering William J. Megan Sr
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Family Member of Alleged Murderer of Deanna Cremin Agrees to DNA Samples to Solve Case
By William Tauro

Tonight at my Fundraiser 
for Middlesex County 
Registrar of Deeds, mi-
raculously I spoke with a 
close family member of an 
alleged killer of Deanna 
Cremin who put her trust 
in me to take a DNA 
sample to close this case 
once and for all.

Tomorrow myself and 
a family member of the 
Cremin family will be 
talking with Somerville 
Police to arrange for the 
DNA sampling! This story 
is still developing… 🙏

Deanna J. Cremin (March 
26, 1978 – March 30, 
1995) was a 17-year-old 
girl from Somerville, Mas-
sachusetts, found sexually 
assaulted and strangled to 
death near her home.

No charges have ever 
been filed. The case deeply 
shocked the local commu-
nity, and a $70,000 reward 
is being offered for evi-
dence leading to an arrest 
and prosecution.

Mayor Ballantyne Announces New Firefighter’s Union Agreement Enhancing Pay, Benefits, and 
Training and Education Incentives for Firefighters Local 76

Continued from front page

Competitive compensa-
tion updates, expanded 
educational and training 
incentives, new specialty 
positions codified in new 
union contract

SOMERVILLE—Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne on 
behalf of the City of 
Somerville has reached 
an agreement with Local 
76, the union representing 
Somerville firefighters, for 
a contract that will pro-
vide updated compensa-
tion and benefits and help 
modernize aspects of the 
Department’s operations. 
The new contract provides 
competitive annual wage 
increases, expanded op-
portunities for incentive 
pay tied to specialty posi-
tions, advanced educa-

tion, and training, and a 
new sick leave benefit.

The Mayor and Local 76 
leaders signed the new 
three-year contract on 
Wednesday, October 9. 
The contract will cover 
the City’s 2024 fiscal year 
(FY24: July 1, 2023, to 
June 30, 2024), as well as 
FY2025 and FY2026.

“Our firefighters stand at 
the ready 24/7 to protect 
the safety of our com-
munity, willing and ready 
to run toward danger 
rather than away from it 
to keep every one of us 
safe. We owe them not 
just gratitude for taking 
on this awesome respon-
sibility but also the fair 
wages and benefits they 
deserve,” said Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne. “This 
new contract reflects our 
commitment to providing 
competitive compensa-
tion and benefits to our 
firefighters while ensuring 

they have the resources 
and support they need to 
do their jobs effectively.”

“Local 76 is pleased to 
have come to an agree-
ment through the collec-
tive bargaining process,” 
Union President Mike 
Jefferson added.

Key features of the new 
contract include:
Competitive annual wage 
increases: Firefighters will 
receive a 9% cost of living 
increase (COLA) over the 
life of the contract (equal-
ing a 3% cost of living 
increase each year of the 
contract retroactive to 
July 1, 2023).

Expanded education 
incentives: The contract 
seeks to keep pace with 
the increasing cost of 
higher education and 
reward firefighters for 
continuing their educa-
tion via increased tuition 
reimbursement funding 

and increases to base pay 
for those with advanced 
degrees.

Increased training incen-
tives: Firefighters who 
take on additional train-
ing and certifications will 
be rewarded for doing so 
with higher stipends for 
specialty positions and 
training, which allows the 
City and the Department 
to keep pace with modern 
firefighting techniques 
and respond to emergen-
cies in the larger, more 
complex buildings being 
developed throughout the 
City.

New specialty positions to 
meet evolving city needs: 
The contract establishes 
new stipends for a Dedi-
cated Infection Control 
Officer (DICO) and an 
Assistant DICO, positions 
needed in a post-pandem-
ic environment.

More dynamic, skills-

based assessment for 
leadership positions: The 
contract provides for the 
City’s integration of as-
sessment centers, a skills-
based assessment process 
utilized in unison with a 
civil service promotional 
examination, when select-
ing candidates for District 
Chief and Deputy Chief 
positions.

Local 76’s membership 
has voted to ratify the new 
contract, and the union 
leadership and Mayor 
have signed the contract, 
leaving only the City 
Council to fund the cost 
of the contract before it 
takes effect.

The City of Somerville has 
recently reached union 
agreements with three 
other unions including 
unions representing the 
City’s Crossing Guards, 
Fire Alarm, and Emergen-
cy Telecommunications/
Police Dispatchers.
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

By Bob Katzen

The state officially launched 
MassEducate which allows 
Massachusetts residents 
who do not already hold a 
bachelor’s degree the op-
portunity to attend any of 
the state’s 15 public com-
munity colleges and pay no 
tuition or fees.

MassEducate builds on the 
first successful year of the 
MassReconnect program 
which provides free com-
munity college to students 
25 and older. More than 
4,500 students statewide 
received MassReconnect 
grant awards in the 2023-24 
academic year.

MassEducate expands the 
law and offers the free tuti-
tion to all other residents 
in addition to those 25 and 
older. Suporters noted that 
the Bay State now has one 
of the most accessible, equi-
table and comprehensive 
free community college 
programs in the country for 
full-time and part-time stu-
dents, regardless of income.

To be eligible for free com-
munity college, candidates 
must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent; live 
in Massachusetts for at least 
one year with an intent to 
stay in the state; maintain 
satisfactory academic prog-
ress according to the col-

lege’s requirements; and not 
be in default on any federal 
or state educational loan.

For more information 
about financial aid oppor-
tunities and how to apply 
for free tutition, go to Mass.
Gov/StudentAid

“We knew that MassRe-
connect would be trans-
formative for thousands of 
students, for our amazing 
community colleges and 
for our economy – and that 
was only the beginning,” 
said Gov. Healey. “This 
universal free community 
college program will con-
tinue to transform oppor-
tunities for students and 
strengthen our workforce. 

Massachusetts’ community 
colleges are economic driv-
ers, helping students move 
ahead in their careers and 
meeting the needs of our 
employers.”

“We heard from MassRe-
connect students that the 
commonwealth’s invest-
ment in them was game-
changing and now we are 
offering that opportunity 
to our full and part-time 
students across the com-
monwealth,” said Educa-
tion Secretary Dr. Patrick 
Tutwiler. “Massachusetts’ 
comprehensive free com-
munity college program is 
a true testament to Mas-
sachusetts’ commitment 
to increasing access and 

affordability in higher 
education so students can 
realize their dreams.”

“Universal free commu-
nity college is transforma-
tive,” said Senate President 
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). 
“MassEducate will de-
liver an education to every 
resident who wants one, fill 
workforce shortages faced 
by our businesses and has 
already reversed a decade 
of enrollment decline. Our 
community colleges are 
well-positioned to support 
this program, which will 
change the life trajectories 
of many students and their 
families.”

FREE COMMUNITY COLLEGE TUITION
Continued from front page

Legal Ad Notice

SOMERVILLE HOUSING AU-
THORITY
30 Memorial Road, Somerville, 
Massachusetts 02145

Telephone (617) 625-1152 Fax 
(617) 628-7057 TDD (617) 628-
8889
Response for Proposals-Rooftop 
Antennas

Bryant Manor

75 Myrtle Street, Somerville Ma. 
02143
1.INTRODUCTION
This Request for Proposal is issued 
by the Somerville Housing Author-
ity (herein after the “Authority”)

to solicit proposals for the lease of 
available rooftop and penthouse 
space. These spaces are available
for the installation and operation 
of communication facilities. These 
facilities are not limited to, Cellular
Telephone, Personal Communica-
tion Systems, Paging, Land Mobile 
Radio, and Internet Antenna’s.
The lease of these spaces will be on 
a nonexclusive basis.
2. PREMISES TO BE LEASED
The Authority has rooftop and 
penthouse space for lease at Bryant 

Manor located at 75 Myrtle Street 
in
Somerville, Ma. Included in this 
document is a layout of the roof at 
this site.. Specific locations on the
roof or penthouse for installation 
of equipment will be viewed in the 
field and negotiated as such.
3. LEASE TERM
Lease terms must be at least five 
years with extensions if desired.
4. LEASE RATES AND PAYMENT 
SCHEDULES
The monthly rent is due on the first 

of every month.
The monthly rent is subject to ne-
gotiation as is the yearly escalator.
There will be a walkthrough on 
October 30th,2024 at 10:00 AM at 
75 Myrtle Street
Somerville. Any questions please 
contact Brian Langton at 617 625 
1152 Ext.331 or email
BrianL@sha-web.org

Somerville/Medford News Weekly
10/08, 10/16, 10/23/2024
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By Bob Katzen

Massachusetts Attorney 
General Andrea Camp-
bell has filed a lawsuit in 
Suffolk Superior Court 
against TikTok for inten-
tionally designing its so-
cial media platform to be 

addictive and harmful to 
young users and deceiving 
the public about its efforts 
to keep its platform safe.

The lawsuit alleges this 
violates the state’s con-
sumer protection laws 
and has contributed to a 

youth mental health crisis 
among the hundreds of 
thousands of young people 
in the Bay State who use 
TikTok’s platform.

“Massachusetts will not 
tolerate a future where 
companies exploit the 

vulnerabilities of young 
people for profit,” said 
Campbell. “Today’s lawsuit 
further demonstrates my 
office’s focus on the well-
being of our children by 
laying out arguments that 
TikTok, primarily driven 
by greed, designed tech-

nology that leads young 
people to become com-
pulsive and addicted users 
of the platform, harming 
their wellbeing and con-
tributing to the ongoing 
youth mental health crisis 
across our country.”

Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ATTORNEY GENERAL CAMPBELL FILES LAWSUIT AGAINST TIK TOK

We are excited to an-
nounce that New England 
Security will be hosting 
a Job Fair on Saturday, Oc-
tober 5th, 2024.

We need your help to 

spread the word! If you 
know any friends, family, 
or acquaintances who may 
be interested in joining 
the best security team in 
Massachusetts, we’d love 
to meet them at our event.

WE ARE HIRING

Join SomerStreets Spooktacular “Monster Mash”

Final SomerStreets Festival 
of the Year Will Be Held on 
Sunday, October 20. Event 
Will Feature Live Music, 
Family-Friendly Activities, 
and More!

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and 
the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil (SAC) are inviting the 
community to join the final 
SomerStreets festival of the 
year, the spooky and fun 
“Monster
Mash” on Sunday, October 
20, from 2 to 6 p.m. (rain 
date Oct 27) on Somerville 

Ave. between School St. and 
Warren Ave.

Monster mischief along 
Somerville Ave will include:
All day live music on two 
stages: Stage at Church St 
curated by Mass Ave Music 
and a stage at 37 Union Sq 
featuring local musicians 
Kali Stoddard-Imari, Di-
oniso and Jessica Woodlee 
& Band
Wicked Awesome Dancing 
Witches of Greater Boston
A community Halloween 
parade led by the School of 

Honk.
Ghosts of Somerville Tour
Pumpkin carving
Magic and acrobatic shows
Vintage vendors with Blue 
Bandana Relics and Tiny 
Turns Paperie

For more information, and a 
schedule of events, visit:
somervilleartscouncil.org/
somerstreets/monster

Road Closures and Parking 
Restrictions

To ensure public safety at 
this SomerStreets event, 

the following road closures 
and parking bans will be in 
effect.

Somerville Ave. from School 
St to Warren Ave.: Closed to 
all vehicular traffic 11 a.m. – 
8 p.m.; no parking 8 a.m. – 6 
p.m.
Quincy St. and Church St. 
will become two-way streets 
between Summer St. and 
Somerville Ave. 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. to allow access for abut-
ters. Bow St. will also be two 
ways for abutters only.
HP spots will be assigned on 
Carlton St and Church St

MBTA buses will be rerout-
ed from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For locations of rerouted bus 
stops, visit MBTA.com.

For more information, visit
http://www.somervil-
leartscouncil.org.
With questions about the 
festival or press inquiries, 
please contact Events Co-
ordinator, Iaritza Menjivar 
imenjivar@somervillema.
gov.

Register of Deeds Making AlThe Wrong Headlines!
Have you heard the most re-
cent NEWS about the South 
Middlesex Registry of deeds? 
Two Separate News Stories 
were report on September 
30th and October 7th Alleg-
ing fixing deeds to deprive 
other family Members of 
Real Estate Property Worth 
Millions of dollars.     

I’m William Tauro vote the 
person not the party!
l’ll investigate these and other 
allegations and prosecute 
title theft.

Please vote William Billy 
Tauro 
Registrar of Deeds.
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

SOMERVILLE— The Ward 6 City 
Hall Meeting has been resched-

uled and will now be held on 
Monday, October
21. The meeting will take place at 
Somerville Community Baptist 
Church, 31 College Ave., on
Monday, Oct. 21, from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Please join us as well for 
a half-hour meet and greet with 
pizza and snacks starting at 6 p.m. 
with the Mayor, staff, and your 
neighbors.

Community members are invited 
to join Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 

and Ward 6 Councilor Lance 
Davis. Join
us to get an overview of the latest 
City news, learn more about City 
programs and initiatives, meet 
your neighbors, find ways to get 
involved, and talk with elected 
officials and City staff. Mayor 
Ballantyne and City staff share 
updates on projects in greater
Davis and Powder House Square 
area, citywide initiatives, and a 
look at neighborhood crime stats 
followed by a roughly 20-minute 
open Q&A.

The meeting will be held in 
person. Additional ward meetings 
including an all-virtual, all-ward 
meeting
and an all-ward meeting in Span-
ish are still upcoming. Please see
somervillema.gov/community-
meetings
for more info. All meetings will 
be recorded for later on-demand 
or TV viewing.

PLEASE NOTE:
Community members are invited 

to a neighborhood meeting at the 
same location, Somerville Com-
munity Baptist Church, 31 Col-
lege Ave., on October 9, to discuss 
public safety and homelessness 
in the broader Seven Hills/Davis 
Square area. Join Mayor Katjana
Ballantyne, Police Chief 
Shumeane Benford, Health and 
Human Services staff and more 
for an update and discussion on 
these issues. All members of the 
community including individuals 
and businesses are invited.

Ward 6 City Hall Meeting Rescheduled to Monday, Oct. 21
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

Sen. Jo Comerford (D-
Northamtpon) is urging 
the Legislature to take 
further action on her bill 
that would change Co-
lumbus Day to Indigenous 
Peoples Day in Massachu-
setts. The measure would 
require that the day be 
“observed by the people, 
with appropriate exercises 
in the schools and other-
wise, to acknowledge the 
history of genocide and 
discrimination against 
Indigenous peoples, and 
to recognize and celebrate 
the thriving cultures and 
continued resistance and 
resilience of Indigenous 
peoples and their tribal 
nations.” Rep. Christine 
Barber (D-Somerville) 
sponsored the same pro-
posal in the House.

The bill was given a 
favorable report by the 

Committee on State 
Administration and 
Regulatory Oversight on 
June 24 and added to the 
House calendar agenda 
on July 29 – where it has 
remained without further 
action. The same piece of 
legislation also died in the 
House during the 2021-
2022 session.

“Christopher Colum-
bus did not discover the 
Americas,” said Com-
erford. “That myth — 
steeped in racism and 
violence — has allowed 
generations to credit 
a European man with 
discovering a land already 
teeming with societies. 
Indigenous communities 
and tribal nations in the 
commonwealth and across 
the United States call us 
to act. It is thanks to their 
courageous truth tell-
ing that we recognize the 
legacy of colonization, in 

the name of Columbus, as 
one not worthy of memo-
rialization or celebration. 
Massachusetts is one of 
only 16 remaining states 
to still observe the sec-
ond Monday in October 
officially as Columbus 
Day. Currently 34 states 
and territories recognize 
the day in a different way 
or not at all, with some 
observing Native Ameri-
can or Indigenous Peoples 
Day in addition to or in 
replacement of Columbus 
Day.

Comerford continued, “In 
2021, President Joe Biden 
formally commemorated 
Indigenous Peoples Day 
on the second Monday in 
October with a presiden-
tial proclamation, becom-
ing the first U.S. president 
to do so. We must rename 
Columbus Day as Indig-
enous Peoples Day — a 
holiday to honor those 

who first settled this land. 
This will pay rightful trib-
ute to the contributions 
of Indigenous peoples in 
Massachusetts — past, 
present, and future.

CHANGE COLUMBUS DAY TO INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY (S 1976 and H 2989)
Continued from front page
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SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Premiere on Broadway
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#TeamTauroForRegistrarOfDeeds2024

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Legal AD Notice

MGL c.149 Over $150K

The SOMERVILLE HOUSING 
AUTHORITY, the Awarding Au-
thority, invites sealed bids
from Contractors for the Facade 
Cleaning at Bryant Manor at Bry-
ant Manor (667-4) in
Somerville, Massachusetts, in 
accordance with the documents 
prepared by REVERSE
ARCHITECTURE.

The Project consists of but not 
limited to:
cleaning the concrete and brick 
masonry facade. Areas to be 
cleaned include all vertical
brick and concrete surfaces, includ-
ing both sides of concrete balcony 
walls. The
contractor will supply lifts and 
equipment as required to reach all 
building surfaces.
Balcony access will be coordinated 
with the Awarding Authority in 
advance.
The work is estimated to cost 
$328,750.00.
Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.149 
§44A-J &amp; to minimum wage 
rates as required by
M.G.L. c.149 §§26 to 27H inclusive.
THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELEC-
TRONICALLY BID AND HARD 

COPY BIDS WILL
NOT BE ACCEPTED. Please 
review the instructions in the bid 
documents on how to
register as an electronic bidder. All 
Bids shall be submitted online at 
www.biddocs.com
and received no later than the date 
and time specified.
General bidders must be certified 
by the Division of Capital Asset 
Management and
Maintenance (DCAMM) in the fol-
lowing category of work, General 
Building
Construction, and must submit 
a current DCAMM Certificate of 
Eligibility and signed
DCAMM Prime/General Contrac-
tor Update Statement.
General Bids will be received until 
24 October 2024 at 3:00PM EDT 

and publicly opened
online, forthwith.

General bids and sub-bids shall be 
accompanied by a bid deposit that 
is not less than five
(5%) of the greatest possible bid 
amount (including all alternates), 
and made payable to
the SOMERVILLE HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. Note: A bid deposit 
is not required for
Projects advertised under $50,000.
Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments will be available for review at 
www.biddocs.com
(may be viewed and downloaded 
electronically at no cost).
PRE-BID CONFERENCE / SITE 
VISIT: Scheduled
Date and Time: 10/15/2024 at 
2:00PM EDT

Address: 75 Myrtle St, Somerville, 
MA 02145
Instructions: Meet at front entrance

Somerville Housing Authority
Facade Cleaning at Bryant Manor
Project #2320

Advertisement to Bid
00 11 13 - 1
v1.0-20221001 MGL c.149 Over 
$150K
The hard copy Contract Docu-
ments may be seen at:
Nashoba Blue Inc.
433 Main Street
Hudson, MA 01749
978-568-1167

Somerville /Medford News Weekly
10/09/24, 10/16/2024

By Bob Katzen

CHARLIE RETURNS – 
Former Bay State Gov. 
Charlie Baker spoke at 
the UMass Club last week 
about his work as presi-
dent of the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association 
(NCAA), the organization 
that regulates student 
athletics at some 1,100 
schools in the United 
States, and one in Canada. 
Baker began his duties at 
the NCAA in March 2023 

following his decision not 
to run for a third term as 
governor.

While the speech and 
Q&A session focused on 
the NCAA, Baker was 
asked several times about 
his possible return to poli-
tics. Here are some of his 
responses:

“If someone told me, 
literally, in October of ’22, 
rolling into the end of my 
term… you’re going to be 

president of the NCAA, 
I would have said, ‘yeah 
right.’ So, I never rule any-
thing out.”

“I’m not old enough to 
run for president, I’m only 
turning 68 this year.”

“I’m not here to talk about 
[who I am voting for in 
the presidential race].”

“I’m here to talk about col-
lege sports and the NCAA, 
and that’s why I’m here. 

I’m not here to talk about 
other stuff.”

“I think we live in really 
challenging times, and 
it’s important [for] really 
good people to step up 
[and consider running for 
elective office].”

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

CHILD CUSTODY (S 2961)
By Bob Katzen

The Senate approved and 
sent to the House a bill that 
supporters say would simplify 
and modernize child custody 
jurisdiction laws in the Bay 
State.

Supporters, noting Massachu-
setts is the only one of the 50 
states that has not opted into 
this law, argued the pact will 

make the Bay State’s interstate 
custody laws consistent with 
the 49 other states. They not-
ed the bill would create clear 
rules that would be estab-
lished for multi-state custody 
cases, prioritizing the home 
state of the child and ensur-
ing Massachusetts courts can 
work effectively with courts 
in other states, nationally and 
in other countries for interna-
tional child custody orders.

“I’m proud that the Mas-
sachusetts Senate passed my 
legislation to bring Mas-
sachusetts in line with the 
rest of the nation by enacting 
the Uniform Child Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement 
Act,” said sponsor Sen. Cyn-
thia Stone Creem (D-New-
ton). “I am grateful to have 
the support of the Boston Bar 
Association, the Massachu-

setts Bar Association, and the 
Massachusetts chapter of the 
American Academy of Mat-
rimonial Lawyers behind this 
important bill.”

“Today’s legislation aims 
to simplify a process that is 
already difficult for children 
and families,” said Senate 
President Karen Spilka (D-
Ashland). “Bringing Mas-
sachusetts in line with other 

states nationally will enhance 
the wellbeing of people going 
through this process and give 
families clarity in their path 
forward.”

The Senate approved similar 
bills in 2016 and 2018 but the 
bills died in the House from 
inaction.

By Bob Katzen

The Massachusetts Associa-
tion for Community Action 
(MASSCAP) announced that 
it has been awarded $600,000 
in federal funds to extend for 
another year, the federal diaper 
pilot program that provides di-
apers for low-income families. 
The $600,000 is on top of the 
original $1.2 million grant that 
funded the program for two 
years. MASSCAP has operated 
the program with 16 agencies 
across Massachusetts and Con-
necticut to distribute over two 

million diapers to low-income 
families.

“The continuance of resources 
… signals a definitive recog-
nition that this is a very real 
issue for countless families 
experiencing low incomes,” 
said Joe Diamond, MASSCAP 
Executive Director. “However, 
in Massachusetts, more than 
one third of families struggle to 
afford enough diapers, meaning 
we are limited in the number of 
families we can reach with this 
award.”

“Our resources support the in-
clusion of less than half of our 
agencies across the state, but all 
of our statewide network has 
indicated they have a need for 
diapers. Participating agencies 
in our network are currently 
operating their programs at 
[full] capacity and hold long 
waitlists,” said Colleen Cullen, 
MASSCAP’s Grants and Com-
pliance Director. “We applaud 
the federal government for 
recognizing the need, but this 
funding only begins to scratch 
the surface.”

MASSCAP also urged passage 
of state legislation that would 
create a diaper program funded 
and operated by the state. The 
two bills (H 149 and S 104) 
were given a favorable report 
by the Children, Families and 
Persons with Disabilities Com-
mittee but have been stuck in 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee since February 15.

“Access to diapers is a criti-
cal need for families across 
the commonwealth and no 
caregiver should have to make 
compromises because a basic 

necessity like diapers is unaf-
fordable,” said Sen. Joan Lovely 
(D-Salem) who sponsored the 
bill in the Senate. “[The bill] 
would be a major step in sup-
porting the caregivers of the 
commonwealth by expanding 
access to free diapers through 
food pantries, providing much-
needed relief for our low-
income families’ need.”

ADDITIONAL $600,000 TO FUND DIAPERS FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

Driven by data, transformative 
project aims to bring safer walk-
ing, biking, rolling, and driving to 
high-crash street

SOMERVILLE—Most people are 
well aware of the speed limit on 
the streets they use, but three other 
important numbers that define 
each street are driving road safety 
efforts in Somerville: the number 
of crashes, the number of vehicles 
and pedestrians, and the average 
vehicle speed. This data helped 
make clear the need for the new 
West Broadway Reconstruction 
safety project.

In Somerville, Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne, the City Council, and 
community members have ral-
lied to prioritize transportation 
improvements on streets with high 
crash and
injury risks as well busy pedestrian 
areas or crossings. West Broadway 
fits that bill, and all are invited to 
learn more about and discuss the 
West Broadway Reconstruction 

safety project at an upcoming com-
munity open house.

The open house, hosted by Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne, Ward 7 Coun-
cilor Judy Pineda Neufeld, and 
City staff welcomes all community 
members to learn about this effort, 
review
an updated design, and share their 
feedback on Tuesday, October 22, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 
West Somerville Neighborhood 
School, at 177 Powder House 
Boulevard.

Broadway is one of the most 
used main streets in Somerville, 
crossing the entire city from east 
to west. Unfortunately, it has seen 
more than 200 crashes between 
2018
and 2022. The westernmost seg-
ment of Broadway, the focus of this 
project, serves as a gateway to the 
city, connecting Somerville to Ar-
lington, North Cambridge, Alewife 
Brook Parkway, and the Greenway 
Bike Path. It is heavily used by 
people walking, rolling,

riding bikes, driving, or taking the 
bus.

The West Broadway Reconstruc-
tion project aims to dramatically 
reduce the number of crashes and 
increase safety by providing new 
and improved crossings, protected 
bike
lanes in both directions, and traffic
calming to reduce speeding. In 
addition, the City aims to improve 
the experience of traveling along 
the street with more trees for shade 
coverage,
floating bus stops with dedicated 
waiting areas for bus riders, and all 
new sidewalks as well as a repaved 
roadway.

“Not all crashes include injuries, 
but every crash creates a risk of 
serious injury or death, so we are 
steadily working to end traffic 
fatalities and serious injuries
in our city. That’s our clear Vision 
Zero goal, and we are making 
progress with projects like West 
Broadway among other efforts,” 
said Mayor Katjana Ballantyne.

“Serious crash injuries in Somer-
ville are down 54 percent between 
2013 and 2023. Last year, for the 
first time since 2018, we had no 
fatal crashes,” continued Mayor
Ballantyne. “But I share this 
progress solemnly with those who 
we have lost in mind. Our work is 
far from done. The West Broad-
way Reconstruction Project is an 
opportunity to take a significant 
step forward, and it must be one 
of many.”

Building off the City’s
Vision
Zero Action Plan,
Bicycle
Network plan, and community 
input gathered since Fall 2023, City 
staff have worked with engineering 
consultants to develop an updated 
design.

At the open house, community 
members can explore different 
aspects of the design and talk 
directly to the project team about 
their questions and comments. If 

community
members cannot attend, there will 
be multiple other ways to share 
feedback such as through an online 
feedback survey, street outreach 
pop-ups and more.
Visit somervillema.gov/westbroad-
way
for more details.

“Our residents want and need 
safer streets—and we need this as 
quickly as possible. We’ve shown 
that smart, community-driven, 
reconstruction projects can not 
only increase
safety. We can increase the number 
of people who feel comfortable 
walking, biking, and rolling. We 
can improve public transit access 
and reliability. And we can strate-
gically manage parking and vehicle 
traffic so all people can access our 
streets and businesses.
This type of project is how 
Somerville moves forward on our 
safety and climate goals,” said Brad 
Rawson, Director of Mobility.

Somerville Set to Release Updated Plans for West Broadway with
 October 22 Community Open House

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 
and the Somerville Divi-
sion of Public Space and 
Urban Forestry (PSUF) 
are proud to announce 
the release of the City’s 
comprehensive Pollinator 
Action Plan, a communi-
ty-driven initiative aimed 
at supporting pollinator 

species within the city’s 
urban environment.

Somerville’s Pollinator 
Action Plan is a first-of-
its-kind plan for a densely 
populated city, designed 
for a wide audience. 
Whether you’re a back-
yard gardener or a mu-

nicipal planner, the plan 
offers clear steps to help 
pollinators. This includes 
a myriad of scales from 
planting a single pot of 
native plants to converting 
larger green spaces into 
pollinator-friendly habitat.

Somerville Releases Groundbreaking Pollinator Action Plan
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

At Thursday’s luncheon 
meeting at the Mount 
Vernon Restaurant, 
outgoing Secretary Paul 
Upton was presented the 
Kiwanis “Governor’s Ex-
emplary Secretary” award 
by President Tom Aus-

Vigil will be Held Wednesday, 
October 30, at 6 p.m. at East 
Somerville Library

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne, the Somerville 
Commission for Women, 
RESPOND, Inc., the Somerville 
Public Library, and the Depart-
ment of Racial and Social Justice 
(RSJ) invite residents to attend 
the City’s annual Domestic 
Violence Vigil on Wednesday, 
October 30, 2024. This annual 

vigil is dedicated to commemo-
rating the lives lost to domestic 
violence in the past year, recog-
nizing the strength of survivors, 
and renewing our community’s 
dedication to eradicating do-
mestic violence.

“As a community, we must 
come together to support those 
impacted by domestic violence 
and stand in solidarity with sur-
vivors and victims, said Mayor 
Ballantyne. This vigil is a time
for us to reflect, to remember, 
and to reaffirm our commitment 
to creating a safe and supportive 
environment for everyone in 
Somerville.”

The 2024 Somerville Domestic 
Violence Vigil will begin at 6 
p.m. at the East Somerville Li-
brary (115 Broadway). If there is 

rain, the vigil will move indoors 
to Connexion,
149 Broadway. The event is 
free and open to the public. 
Light food and refreshments 
will be provided. There will be 
American Sign Language (ASL) 
interpretation at the event. If 
you would like to attend, please 
consider RSVPing in advance
here.

Attendees will be invited to raise 
a candle in remembrance of 
domestic violence victims and 
participate in the Clothesline 
Project – an interactive commu-
nity art project that raises
awareness about domestic vio-
lence. A display will be present-
ed from attendees who partici-
pated in the Clothesline Project 
at last year’s vigil and this year’s 
attendees will be invited to again 

participate in the community 
art project.

“This annual candlelight vigil 
provides a space for us to honor 
the women, men, and children 
whose lives were tragically taken 
by acts of domestic violence this 
year. By coming together
as a community, we show soli-
darity to our neighbors in need 
and reaffirm personal commit-
ments to breaking the cycle of 
violence. We invite everyone to 
join us in this powerful evening 
of remembrance as we work 
towards a future where every 
person can live free
from fear and abuse,” shared 
Kimberly Sheridan, Somerville 
Commission for Women Co-
Chair.	

Victoria Helberg, Chief Execu-

tive Officer of Respond INC., 
shared that “Domestic violence 
continues to affect far too many 
lives, leaving a devastating im-
pact on individuals, families,
and communities. We gather to 
honor those whose lives have 
been tragically lost and to stand 
united as a community with 
a shared commitment to end 
domestic violence. Together, 
we have the strength to drive 
meaningful change; it’s through 
our collective efforts
that we can break the cycle and 
create a safer future for every-
one.”

For more information about 
the vigil, please contact Latoya 
Saulters, Commissions Coordi-
nator, at
lsaulters@somervillema.gov
or (857) 274-2719.

Somerville Inviting Community to Join Annual Vigil Honoring Victims of Domestic Violence

Somerville Kiwanis News Updates



20      Tuesday October 15th, 2024                                                                                                                                                                    The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne is pleased to share 
that the City of Somerville has 
created a new web page where 
voters can look up their current 
address
to verify their ward and polling 
place ahead of the November 
2024 Presidential Election.

The portal is designed to 
provide Somerville voters with 
localized, precise ward and poll-
ing place information so you 
know where to go on Election 
Day. To use
the portal, visit somervillema.
gov/votesomerville
and start typing your address 
into the search bar. Simply keep 
typing until you see a match, 
and then click on the correct 
matching address. The portal 
will then display your ward, 
precinct, and polling place with 
address, as well as the names 
and contact
information of your City, State, 
and Federal officials.

You will also find helpful links 
with directions to your polling 
place, instructions on how to

register
to vote,
vote-by-mail
guidance, and ballot dropbox 
locations.

Under rare circumstances, 
such as new construction, your 
address may not appear in the 
search. If you don’t find your 
address, you can also contact 
the Elections
Department at 617-625-6600 
ext. 4200 to verify your polling 
place or check with the
Commonwealth’s
online tool for finding election 
information.

A complete list of polling places 
is available
on
the City’s website.

This tool was created as an en-
hancement to existing statewide 
tools, providing Somerville-
specific information as well as 
additional translation options to
meet the needs of the City’s 
residents.

Translations: Somerville has 
made the text of each ballot 
question on the November 
ballot available online in 12 
languages. You can find these 
translated
ballots on the
City’s website. If you need help 
at your polling place, inter-
preters are available by phone 
on-demand. You can request an 
interpreter by asking
one of the poll workers at your 
polling place. 

Accessibility:
The
State of Massachusetts and 
the City of Somerville work to 
ensure equal access to all for 
voting. Poll workers are trained 
to assist voters with
disabilities, and all polling plac-
es include accessible parking, 
entrances, and ramps wherever 
there are stairs.

Early voting and all polling 
locations must have at least one 
accessible voting machines. 
AutoMARK Voter Assist Termi-
nals are available at all Somer-
ville polling
locations for visually impaired 
voters and can also read your 
ballot to you before you print it 
out and submit it.

Somerville Launching VoteSomerville Tool for Voters to Verify Their Ward and Polling Place
Continued from front page
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 



 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly     Tuesday October 15th, 2024             23

Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-142

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


