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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 15 Continuded to page 10

Continued to page 6

Somerville’s Community Preservation Act Celebrates 
10 Years with Over $35 Million Invested in Affordable 

Housing, Open Space, and Historic Preservation

Somerville Greek Food Festival
Dormition of the Virgin Mary 

Greek Orthodox Church

99th Annual Feast Saints 
Cosmas and Damian

This Fri, Sat, Sun
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Sylvia M. (Frongillo) Candelino

Sylvia M. (Frongillo) Can-

delino
8/25/2024

Sylvia M. (Frongillo) Can-
delino, age 73, formerly of 
Boston’s North End, passed 
away on Sunday, August 
25th at Bear Hill Nursing 
Center of Stoneham. Born 
and raised in the North End, 
she was the daughter of the 
late Emilio and Louise J. 
(Todesco) Frongillo. Sylvia 

lived in East Boston and 
Somerville, and was em-
ployed for many years in the 
Middlesex County Registry 
of Probate.

Sylvia was the devoted 
mother of Pasquale Can-
delino, III and his wife Kerri, 
Michael Candelino, and 
Lauren Candelino. She was 
the loving grandmother of 
Pasquale Candelino, IV and 

dear sister of Anna DiNun-
zio, Constance Mason, Louis 
Frongillo and the late Emilio 
“Brother” Frongillo. Sylvia 
was predeceased by her 
former husband Pasquale 
Candelino, and is survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews.

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to visit 
with Sylvia’s family in the 

Dello Russo Funeral Home, 
306 Main St., Medford on 
Friday, August 30th from 4 
PM through 8 PM. A service 
will be held in the funeral 
home on Saturday, August 
31st at 10 AM followed by 
burial at Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Malden.

Paul M. Nolan
7/23/2024

Paul Michael Nolan, 49, of 
Somerville, Massachusetts, 
was called to eternal rest on 
July 23, 2024. Son of the late 

Elaine Ramirez Nolan of 
Cambridge and Ricardo Pow-
ell of Panama, he was born on 
May 19, 1975, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

Paul was the grandson of the 
late Marie Leathers Nolan 
& Paul Nolan of Somerville. 
Mourning his departure are 
his siblings Richard Nolan 
of Somerville, Aldo Ramirez 
and Marisa Ramirez of North 
Brookfield, Jennifer Nicosia 
of Tewksbury, Heather Powell 
of Boston, and his beloved 
nieces and nephews, includ-
ing Richard Jr. and Alanni. 
Paul was the nephew of Janice 
Nolan of Somerville and lov-
ing cousin of Taylor Regan of 

Somerville. He was pre-
ceded in death by his brother 
Nicholas Nolan.

Known for his athletic 
prowess, Paul distinguished 
himself in the realm of sports, 
at one point leading Division 
1 Eastern Massachusetts in 
football scoring and dis-
playing formidable skills in 
baseball and hockey before an 
injury curtailed his athletic 
endeavors. His leadership 
and dedication to teamwork 
were hallmarks of his charac-
ter, earning him the respect 
and admiration of his peers. 
Paul later channeled his love 
for sports into coaching 
youth baseball and football, 

profoundly influencing the 
Somerville community and 
its youth.

Paul’s sense of humor and 
fun loving nature endeared 
him to all. His conversations 
were enriched with his sharp 
wit and insightful commen-
tary on a myriad of subjects. 
Above all, Paul was a steadfast 
presence in the lives of his 
family and friends, providing 
support and care that knew 
no bounds.

His passing leaves a void in 
the hearts of those who loved 
him, yet they take solace in 
celebrating a life lived with 
integrity and compassion. 

The memory of his spirit will 
continue to guide and inspire 
those he has left behind.

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to 
visit with Paul’s family at the 
Dello Russo Funeral Home, 
306 Main St., Medford on 
Wednesday, August 28 from 
4 – 8 PM. A funeral service 
will be conducted at the Dello 
Russo Funeral Home on 
Thursday morning, August 
29 at 10 AM. Burial will fol-
low at Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Malden.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Paul M. Nolan

Somerville/Medford Remembering Maureen J. Lundy

Maureen J. Lundy, of Stone-
ham, passed away peacefully 
at her home on Thursday 
August 29th, 2024. She was 57 
years of age.

Maureen was a long time resi-
dent of Stoneham. You could 

always see her smiling face 
around town whether it was 
attending mass at St. Patrick 
Church, Dunkin Donuts or 
bowling with her family and 
friends. She loved a great con-
versation and would always 
have you laughing with in 
seconds of talking to her.

Maureen was a die hard 
Boston sports fan, especially 
the Boston Red Sox. She and 
her sister Jeannie would go 
to as many games as they 
could. She loved being Irish 
and anything that had to do 
with Irish Heritage, especially 
St. Patrick’s Day. She was an 
amazing bowler being on 

bowling teams in Wakefield 
and East Boston. Maureen 
was a longtime associate at 
Marshall’s in Stoneham.

Maureen was a teacher at St. 
Anthony and St. Catherine 
School in Somerville for 
many years. Being loyal to St. 
Patrick Church in Stoneham 
she was also a CCD teacher. 
She loved her family and St. 
Patrick and was very loyal the 
them and the church.

Maureen is the beloved 
daughter of Mary Jane (Sul-
livan) Lundy and the late 
Thomas F. Lundy. Loving 
sister of Jeannie Lundy, Judy 

Lundy and her compan-
ion Ben Raines and Kathy 
Schraffa and her husband 
Victor. Devoted aunt of Louis 
Schraffa. She is also survived 
by her loving nieces and 
nephews Jelly Bean, Pepper, 
Killer and Diamond. She is 
also survived by many loving 
cousins and friends.

Funeral from the Barile Fam-
ily Funeral Home 482 Main 
St. (RT28) STONEHAM 
on Friday September 6th, 
2024 at 9 am followed by a 
Funeral Mass Celebrating 
Maureen’s Eternal Life in St. 
Patrick Church 71 Central St. 
Stoneham at 10 am. Inter-

ment Lindenwood Cemetery, 
Stoneham.

Family and friends are kindly 
invited to gather and share 
memories with the family 
on Thursday September 5th, 
2024 from 4 pm to 8 pm in 
the funeral home. Parking 
attendants and elevator avail-
able.

Please consider donations in 
memory of Maureen to the 
American Heart Association 
at https://www.heart.org/

Somerville/Medford Remembering Helen Irene (Becker) Farrell

Obituary

Mrs. Helen Irene (Becker) 
Farrell, of Arlington, passed 
away on Friday, August 
30, 2024, she was 90 years 

young. Born in Boston and 
raised in Somerville she 
was the only child of Irene 
(Lepore) and Frederick 
Becker.

Helen graduated from 
Somerville High School and 
for many years worked for 
the Bay Bank Corporation as 
an operations specialist. She 
was the beloved wife of the 
late Edward Farrell.

Helen will be remembered 
for her style and grace, who 
enjoyed her weekly trips to 

the salon and always dressed 
impeccably. She loved par-
ties and socials with friends, 
but above all she loved noth-
ing more than time spent 
with her family.

The devoted mother of Rob-
ert Day and his wife Maria 
of Arlington, Kerry Tacey 
and her companion Frank 
of Arlington, Lisa Martin 
and her husband Paul of 
Taunton and the late Lor-
raine Benoit and her surviv-
ing husband, Gary. She was 
the cherished grandmother 

of 10 grandchildren and 7 
great grandchildren. Dear 
cousin of Marilyn Emerson 
of North Carolina and Joan 
Mahoney of Duxbury. She 
was the dear companion of 
the late Charles J. “Charlie” 
Copelotti of Lexington.

Funeral Procession from 
the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home, 855 Broad-
way Somerville on Friday, 
September 6th at 11:00AM 
followed by a Funeral Mass 
celebrated in St. Agnes 
Church, Arlington at 12:00 

Noon. Relatives and friends 
invited to attend.

Calling Hours Thursday 
4:00PM – 7:00PM.

Services will conclude with 
burial at Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery, Arlington.

If you wish, in lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Helen’s 
memory can be made to the 
American Heart Association 
at http://www.heart.org.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Letter to the Editor: Middlesex County Register or Deeds Maria Curtatone Ordering State 
Troopers To Release Son While Son Boasts It On Instagram “Do You Know Who I Am?”

Dear Editor,

“Do you know who I am?” 
The Privledged Southern 
Middlesex County Register 
of Deeds Maria Curtatone 
has to go! She allegedly tried 
using her ex-husband‘s name 

who was a kernel of the State 
Police who divorced her who 
can’t stand her and she was 
told to get lost and try an-
other name! Your thoughts? 
Maria Curtatone ordering 
the state police to let her son 
go because she is the register 

of deeds! Not!￼

Maria Curtatone son doing 
getting caught 110 miles 
per hour and of course she 
was there yelling at the state 
police to do you know who 
I am!

Billy look what I found on 
another post #mariacur-
tatone trying to pleed her 
case crying to the state 
police as to why her son got 
his license revoked travel-
ing 109mph. That answers 

the question to the missing 
register of deeds. Once again 
having people chauffeur her 
son around not doing her 
job…#TeamTauro ￼￼

Somerville Fire Auxiliary Department Being Neglected

The auxiliary fire vehicle 
is over thirty years old. 
They been helping the 
community since 1942 
, they have never had 

new equipment always 
used. The auxiliary fire 
pumps out basements for 
100 years free of charge , 
with volunteers doing the 

work. Guess what, from 
what I hear the Somerville 
city council just turned 
them down for newer ap-
paratus worth 12,000.00 

dollars.

The volunteers also 
worked 100 of hours dur-
ing Covid distribution of 

mask and food and mask 
to the elderly and veter-
ans. Photos out there to 
prove it.
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne is proud 
to announce more than $35 
million spent on affordable 
housing, open space, rec-
reation projects, historical 
preservation
and accessibility upgrades 
spanning the entire city, 
Somerville’s Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) is 
now marking its tenth an-
niversary.

During that time the CPA 
has devoted $9.84 million 
toward the City’s 100 Homes 
affordable housing program 
and $4 million toward the 
redevelopment of the Clar-
endon
Hill housing project. It has 
funded building upgrades 
and/or accessibility improve-
ments for Prospect Hill Tow-
er, the West Branch Library, 
Somerville City Hall, the 
Somerville Museum, Temple 
B’nai Brith, the Elizabeth 
Peabody House, and the 
Somerville Hispanic
Association for Commu-
nity Development, which 
operates one of Somerville’s 

largest food pantries. The 
CPA has also provided 
critical funds for Somerville 
Junction Park, the Glen 
Park Community Garden, 
the Blessing of the Bay Path 
along the Mystic River, 
Henry
Hansen Park, the Hoyt 
Sullivan and Central Hill 
Playgrounds, and outdoor 
play spaces for the Healey, 
Kennedy, Winter Hill, 
Brown, and West Somerville 
Neighborhood schools.

Overall, 51% of CPA funds 
(more than $18 million) 
have gone toward communi-
ty housing, while 27% (more 
than $9.5 million) have gone 
to historic preservation and
22% (more than $7.5 mil-
lion) have gone to open 
space/recreation.

“The Community Preserva-
tion Act has enabled Somer-
ville to invest in itself,” said 
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. 
“It’s helped families stay in 
our community and helped
to turn our historic buildings 
into public institutions. It’s 
helped green up our neigh-
borhoods, put elevators and 
ramps in older buildings, 
and given children a place to 

play. Over the course of 10 
years, it’s enabled us to make 
investments in Somerville’s
quality of life, making it 
more accessible for more 
people.”

Somerville voters first 
approved the program in 
November of 2012, and its 
first round of funding ar-
rived in 2014. The CPA puts 
a 1.5% surcharge on local 
residential
and commercial property 
taxes with the first $100,000 
of value excluded and with 
an additional exemption for 
low income households. The 
state also distributes funds 
every year to CPA communi-
ties, with Somerville receiv-
ing almost $6.5 million since 
the inception
of the program.

Once the funds are collected, 
projects for consideration 
are submitted to the City’s 
Community Preservation 
Committee, which then as-
sesses them and determines
the awards. The CPC’s 
recommendations then go 
to the City Council for final 
approval.

“The CPA is one of the finest 

examples you can find of the 
community identifying and 
funding its most pressing 
needs,” Mayor Ballantyne 
said. “The cumulative
impact it’s had in just a 
decade is truly impressive. 
We’re a stronger city for it 
and I can’t wait to see the 
good we do over the next 10 
years.”

The CPA also has proven to 
be extremely important in 
leveraging additional funds 
for various projects. In his-
toric preservation and open 
space and recreation
projects, CPA funds have 
been matched dollar for 
dollar by funds from other 
sources. Yet the most dra-
matic use of the CPA to 
leverage additional funds has 
been in affordable housing 
construction, where each 
dollar spent has leveraged an 
additional $18.70.
That’s almost $300 million 
in additional affordable 
housing funds the CPA has 
helped to unlock.

“The CPA is a critical first 
source of funding,” said 
City Community Preserva-
tion Act Manager Roberta 
Cameron. “Without it, many 

projects wouldn’t be able to
move forward. That first dol-
lar in is so important.”

The Community Preserva-
tion Committee can fund 
both City and non-profit or 
private projects that provide 
a public benefit. It devotes 
much of its time to making
sure the money is spent 
equitably across different 
neighborhoods and constitu-
encies to meet community 
needs.

Fiscal year 2024 CPA proj-
ects have included the resto-
ration of the clock tower and 
roof at Somerville City Hall, 
the construction of Henry 
Hansen Park near Magoun
Square and $1.4 million for 
the Somerville Affordable 
Housing Trust. The City 
anticipates having $2.5 mil-
lion available to spend on 
projects for its 2025 fiscal 
year, which began on July 1.

To learn more about the 
CPA and the projects it 
funds, visit
the
Community Preservation 
Act page on the City of 
Somerville website.

Somerville’s Community Preservation Act Celebrates 10 Years with Over 
$35 Million Invested in Affordable Housing, Open Space, and Historic Preservation

Continued from front page
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Bernard Semexant

Please Come Join Us For 
Our Complimentary Annual 
Salute to Our Veterans in 
Somerville. This is a tradi-
tion that we’ve been doing 
for many years for our 
veterans!

Hello all military veterans of 
all branches of service from 
any city or town! Please 
come and join us on our 
Annual Winter Hill Yacht 
Club WHYC VETERANS 
CRUISE to salute our vet-
erans on Sunday September 
8th for a day of fun on the 
water!

We will be starting off with a 

light complimentary break-
fast at 9:30AM.

Then at 11:00AM we will 
hit the high seas in an all 
volunteered flotilla convoy 
of boats under police escort 
by Mass State Police and 
Mass Environmental Police 
boats heading out to the 
USS Constitution.

Then we will set a heading 
out the Castle Island to view 
a wonderful spray display 
from fire boats.

After the fire boats display, 
we will be setting our course 
back to Winter Hill Yacht 

Club for our Complemen-
tary Annual Old Fashion 
WHYC Veterans Cruise Bar-
b-que Lunch!

Reservations are required. 
(Please Veterans Only)
Please call Ken Webber be-
fore August 30th with your 
RSVP at (617)962-3671.

Winter Hill Yacht Club
500 Artison Way
Somerville Ma 02145

Annual Winter Hill Yacht Club WHYC VETERANS CRUISE Somerville

Obituary
Bernard Semexant, of Lynn, passed 
away on Wednesday, August 27, 
2024, following a long life focused on 

faith and family. He was 61 years old.

Born and raised in Tabarre, Haiti, 
was the son of Vicksemon Semexant 
and Liliane(Soiant) Mathieu. After 
completing his secondary studies at 
Lycee Toussaint, Bernard moved to 
the United States in 1988.

He attended Bunker Hill College 
and worked at Newton- Wellesley 
Hospital for many years. In 2001, he 
started his own business of Property 
Management holding an impressive 
investment portfolio throughout 
Massachusetts, Florida and Haiti.

A man of profound faith, Bernard 
allowed his spirituality to guide 
him through life. He was known for 

his love of family, with his beloved 
Mother, Lilliane and his cousin Marie 
Marthe Joseph, holding a special 
place in his heart.

When he wasn’t immersed in church 
activities, Bernard could be found 
tending to his properties, a

testament to his passion for business. 
Other pastimes he loved included 
traveling, watching soccer and 
spending time with his family.

Bernard will be missed by all for his 
unwavering love, wisdom, and joy.

Beloved husband of 10 years to 
Marianne Thomas. Devoted Brother 
of Fedes Felinor and his wife

Woudline Felinor of Lynn and Gardy 
Mathieu. Loving uncle of James, 
Alychia, Fedly and Amilly-Layla

Felinor. Beloved cousins of Beatrice 
Lahens, Geralda Degand and Paul 
Paulin and their children Patricia 
Mondesir, Jennifer Rene, Samantha 
Paul, Cynthia, Bill Stevens, Bill An-
derson, Bill Rivain, Christine. Evens 
LaFleur, Darlene La fleur, Dalmage 
Thomas

Families: Felinor, Thomas, Mathieu, 
Joseph, Pierre, Sainfil, Solange Jean, 
Lahens, Degand.

A funeral service will be held on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Holy 

Bible Baptist Church 64 College Ave, 
Somerville MA at 8:00AM. Please 
meet directly at church.

Calling hours will be held on Friday, 
September 6, 2024 in the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home 855

Broadway (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

Services will conclude with burial at 
Pine Grove Cemetery , Lynn MA

Obituary
James (Jimmy) Arthur 
Chambers of Somerville died 
suddenly on August 28th 
2024. Son of the late Charles 
and Dorothy Chambers of 
Everett.

He leaves behind his beloved 
wife Geraldine Chambers 
(Mahoney), his son Patrick 
Chambers and wife Taylor, 

his son Ryan Chambers and 
partner Semih, his sister 
Linda Morris and his broth-
ers the late Charles (Buddy) 
Chambers and his wife 
Valerie, Paul Chambers and 
his wife Anita and Bobby 
Chambers. He’s also sur-
vived by many loved nieces, 
nephews, brother and sister 
in laws. His beloved late dog, 
Summer Rose and his new 

puppy Charlie.

Jimmy was a gentle man 
with a loud personality and 
enormous heart. He will be 
remembered every football 
Sunday, every trip to the 
beach and his countless sto-
ries and wisdom he blessed 
his loved ones with.

Friends and family, please 

join us as we celebrate the 
life of James Chambers on 
Wednesday September 4th at 
Saint Ann’s Parish, 399 Med-
ford Street, Somerville at 
10am. Burial will be private.

Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Somerville/Medford Remembering James A. Chambers
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
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HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

99th Annual Feast Saints Cosmas and Damian
This Friday, Saturday, Sunday

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

Every year, thousands 
from near and far join us 
for the Feast. This three-
day celebration is filled 
with excitement for all. 
It is a time for family, 
friends, neighbors, and 

the community to come 
together and appreciate 
the traditions of Italy, as 
well as pay homage to the 
miraculous Saints Cosmas 
and Damian, “The Heal-
ing Saints”.

Warren and Porter Streets 
(Gaeta Square) of East 
Cambridge are closed and 
decorated with illumina-
tions, banners, and flags. 
The bandstand and the 

ornate (the temporary 
chapel which houses the 
Saints for the weekend) 
are erected at one end of 
the festival. A carnival is 
erected at the other end 
of the festival. The street 

is filled with vendors of 
all sorts, and the aroma 
of sizzling Italian sausage 
fills the air.

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249
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BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

The Senate approved legislation 
that would rename the Mas-
sachusetts Rehabilitation Com-
mission to MassAbility, a change 
that supporters say will better and 
properly define the agency’s role in 
supporting residents with disabili-
ties to live independently. In April, 
the House approved a different 
version of the bill and the Senate 
version now goes to the House for 
consideration.

Supporters said the name change 

reflects the intention of the com-
mission to empower individuals 
living with disabilities and move 
away from outdated terminology as 
the office undergoes broad changes 
toward a more expansive model 
for disability employment services 
and independent living. They noted 
that the legislation also removes 
offensive terminology in current 
Massachusetts law referring to 
people with disabilities.

“This legislation is not just a name 
change but a mission enhance-
ment,” said Sen. Nick Collins, 

Senate Chair of the Committee on 
State Administration and Regula-
tory Oversight. “By defining the 
commonwealth’s response now 
with emphasis on the abilities of 
our citizens, we are taking the 
MassAbility Commission in a new 
proactive, positive direction to bet-
ter serve the community’s needs.”

“This historic legislation repre-
sents the state’s commitment to 
propelling the disability move-
ment forward,” said Massachusetts 
Rehabilitation Commissioner Toni 
Wolf. “Language has the power to 

shape people and culture, tackle 
stigmas, biases and stereotypes. 
For too long, the words we’ve used 
have not reflected the strengths, 
resilience and determination of the 
disability community. This legisla-
tion changes that. We are changing 
life in Massachusetts for the better, 
making it more equitable, acces-
sible and inclusive for people with 
disabilities.”

“Every person has the right to live 
an independent and meaningful 
life regardless of ability, with the 
same access to work, housing and 

services that every resident de-
serves,” said Senate President Karen 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “This name 
change reflects the strong work of 
MassAbility to deliver that access 
to every individual who works with 
them. In removing archaic laws, 
we are taking an important step 
toward making our laws reflective 
of the equitable commonwealth we 
continue to strive for.”

RENAME THE MASSACHUSETTS REHABILITATION COMMISSION (S 2941)

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial approval 
to legislation that would pro-
hibit the sale or transfer of any 
puppies and kittens under eight 
weeks old. Violators would be 
fined $100 per animal.

When the animal is more than 
eight weeks old, the outright 
ban is lifted and replaced with 
a section that would prohibit 
the sale or transfer of any dogs 
or cats at specified outdoor 
locations, such as flea markets 

and roadsides. This prohibi-
tion would not apply to the 
transfer of a dog or cat by, or 
to, a shelter, animal control or 
animal rescue; or to the display 
of a dog or cat as part of a state 
or county fair exhibition, a 4-H 
program or similar exhibition 
or educational program. Viola-
tors would be fined $50 per ani-
mal for a first offense, $100 for 
a second offense and $300 for a 
third and subsequent offenses.

“Passing this legislation would 
represent an end to the supply-

and-demand relationship be-
tween Massachusetts and puppy 
mills and give these animals 
a better opportunity at find-
ing a home,” said Sen. Patrick 
O’Connor (R-Weymouth), a 
sponsor of an earlier version of 
the measure. “I am a longtime 
supporter of animal protec-
tion issues, even before I ran 
for Senate. I have co-sponsored 
many animal protection bills 
and I am focused on protecting 
animals as some of the most 
vulnerable members of our so-
ciety. All animals deserve to be 

treated with respect and dignity 
and I am proud to be a voice for 
animal rights on Beacon Hill.”

“As an animal lover I have 
been proud to support animal 
welfare legislation throughout 
my legislative career includ-
ing sponsoring [this bill],” said 
Sen. John Velis (D-Westfield), 
another sponsor of an earlier 
version of the measure. “At the 
most fundamental level this 
bill seeks to prevent a variety of 
health issues among dogs and 
cats because they were pre-

maturely separated from their 
mother or sold at inappropriate 
locations such as along the side 
of a road. I am thrilled that this 
bill is currently
being considered by the House 
of Representatives following 
its passage in the Senate a few 
weeks ago.”

The bill still needs additional 
approval by both the House and 
Senate prior to it going to Gov. 
Maura Healey for her signature.

PROTECT CATS AND DOGS (S 2908)
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SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Premiere on Broadway
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#TeamTauroForRegistrarOfDeeds2024

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Join Somerville’s Annual Evolution of Hip Hop Festival in Union Square

Festival Celebrates Tenth An-
niversary with Performances 
by Local Hip Hop Artists and 
Dances on Saturday, September 
7

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the Somerville 
Arts Council (SAC) are inviting 
the community to join Somer-
ville’s Tenth Annual Evolution 
of Hip Hop Festival that will 
take
place on Saturday, September 
7 (rain date Saturday, Septem-

ber 14), from 4 to 7:30 p.m. in 
Union Square Plaza.

This free ArtsUnion festival is 
presented by the City of Somer-
ville and Somerville Arts Coun-
cil in partnership with Wat’s Da 
Wurd, Mass Movements and 
Ultimate Entertainment Group.
The festival will feature vari-
ous styles of artists and dancers 
within the Hip Hop communi-
ties from the Somerville com-
munity and surrounding cities. 
Attendees can also see other 

visual arts presentations and 
visit information tables offered 
by local community
groups:

Musical performances start-
ing at 4pm by DJ Tee Lawson, 
A.M.B., Ossa, Main, AQ, 
Wally Sparks, Dro Casso, Forte, 
Oompa, Sassisane and Terry  B-

Photo opportunity with a col-
lection of vintage cars provided 
by Gregory Smith of Show Rid-
ers and Ultimate Entertainment 

group

Visual Artists and Craft vendors

Stay tuned as more artists will 
continue to be added to the 
line-up!

As the community celebrates 
the tenth anniversary of this 
dynamic festival, The SAC and 
the City of Somerville want to 
thank
Pacey
Foster for building this plat-

form in Somerville, as well as 
the Ultimate
Entertainment Group with Kev-
in Stone and Frank Poindexter 
supporting the mission.

For more information, visit
somervilleartscouncil.org/art-
sunion/2024/hiphop. 

If you are interested in being a 
vendor or a performing artist, 
please contact Yvette at
2022wpc@gmail.com. Ques-
tions

Somerville Greek Food 
Festival
Dormition of the Virgin 
Mary Greek Orthodox 
Church
29 Central Street
Somerville, MA 02143
  Website
Get Ready to Opa!

Join us for a weekend of 
unforgettable fun and 
flavor at GreekFestSomer-
ville!

Indulge in mouthwatering, 
authentic Greek cuisine 
and heavenly pastries 
that’ll make your taste 
buds dance!

Groove under the big 
tent to live music that’ll 
get your feet tapping and 
your heart singing! Sip on 
cold beers and fine wines 
as you soak in the electric 
atmosphere of the big-
gest Greek food festival in 
town!

Don’t worry about park-
ing; we’ve got you covered 
with plenty of Free spaces! 
Rain or shine, this festi-
val is on! We accept both 
cash and credit payments 
for your convenience. 
Greek Fest Somerville isn’t 
just about fantastic food 

and entertainment; it’s a 
chance to come together, 
have a blast, and support 
our wonderful communi-
ty! Let’s make this festival 
a smashing success, one 
gyro at a time!

Somerville Greek Food Festival
Continued from front page
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE (S 2932)

By Bob Katzen

The House last week gave initial 
approval to a bill, approved by the 
Senate in July, that would allow 
victims of child sexual abuse to file 
a civil suit, any time after the abuse 
took place, against an individual 
who sexually abused a minor or 
negligently supervised a person 
who sexually abused a minor.

This would replace current law that 
places a statute of limitations which 
limits the time period during 
which a victim is allowed to sue, to 

the later of either 35 years after the 
abuse or seven years after discovery 
of damages relating to the abuse, 
with both timeframes beginning to 
run when the minor turns 18.

Prior to 2014, the law allowed even 
less time to file a suit. The statute 
of limitations was limited to three 
years after a victim turned 18. That 
law was changed by the Legislature 
in 2014 to reflect current law.

When the Senate first approved the 
bill on July 31, sponsor Sen. Joan 
Loverly (D-Salem) said, “Back in 

2014, we passed a statute of limita-
tions for civil claims of child sexual 
abuse that would allow claims up to 
35 years after the victim turned 18, 
or until 53 years old. I questioned 
then, and over the last decade, 
what was the magic number of 53, 
and I couldn’t find one. I couldn’t 
find that answer. So I decided to 
dig in, to talk to advocates, to talk 
to survivors, to talk to the public 
safety [officials].”

Lovely continued, “I want to thank 
all of the survivors in and out of 
my district who have come to me, 

including colleagues, who dis-
closed to me that at some point in 
their life they were sexually abused, 
but they choose not to come for-
ward and disclose because of how 
painful it is. It really is lifelong pain 
and trauma.”

The bill is a “great thing” for survi-
vors in Massachusetts, said Sandi 
Johnson, senior legislative policy 
counsel at the Rape, Abuse and 
Incest National Network.

“We believe that survivors should 
have access to justice, regardless 

of when they’re able to access that 
justice,” said Johnson. “Eliminat-
ing that statute of limitations 
puts the focus back on whether 
or not there’s enough evidence, 
rather than just arbitrary timelines. 
Trauma is not a timeline and can’t 
be governed by a timeline.”

Reps. Ken Gordon (D-Bedford) 
and John Lawn (D-Watertown) 
who filed earlier versions of the 
bill, did not respond to repeated 
requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call 
asking them to comment on this 
bill.

By Bob Katzen

“We all have an important role to play 
in protecting civil rights, particularly 
at a time when societal divisions and 
political polarization have resulted in 
decreased civility and increased intoler-
ance. The Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion remains focused on developing 
and supporting the programs, policies 
and initiatives that strengthen Mas-
sachusetts’ ability to uphold our values 
and embrace our differences.”

—Public Safety and Security Secretary 
Terrence Reidy on the Healey admin-
istration’s convening a statewide Civil 
Rights Symposium for 200 law enforce-
ment officers to promote justice, equity 

and civil rights protections for all Bay 
State residents and visitors.

“One of my first commitments as 
governor was to launch this assess-
ment across our administration with 
the goal of applying an equity lens to 
everything we do. If we want to break 
down barriers to accessing government 
service and ensure we are reaching 
every community, we need to be able to 
measure what’s working well and what 
needs improvement – and then we need 
to act.”
—Gov. Healey upon releasing a report 
on equity assessment which analyzed 
how each state agency can improve 
equity, accessibility and accountability.

“We are thrilled and honored to be 
recognized once again by The Princeton 
Review. This ranking is a reflection of 
the hard work and dedication of our 
entire Umass Dining team, who are 
committed to delivering an outstand-
ing dining experience for our students 
every day. We believe that good food is 
essential to the well-being of our com-
munity, and we will continue to push 
the boundaries of what campus dining 
can be.”
—Ken Toong, assistant vice chancellor 
of Umass Auxiliary Enterprises, which 
includes Umass Dining, on Umass 
Amherst being rated number 1, for the 
8th consecutive year, by The Princeton 
Review’s list of Best Campus Food, for 
its exceptional campus dining experi-

ence.

“Today, the Massachusetts Republican 
Party is standing against the veil of 
secrecy and the obstructionist efforts 
of the Healey-Driscoll administration 
and the Democratic supermajority. 
We stand with the Massachusetts press 
corps in declaring: enough is enough. 
The public deserves transparency. 
Release the details on the vendors 
profiting from this crisis and the public 
safety issues affecting our communities. 
On behalf of Massachusetts residents, 
we are demanding accountability.”
—Massachusetts Republican Party 
Chair, Amy Carnevale, upon submit-
ting FOIA requests for documents she 
says might expose $1 billion in Secret 

Migrant Crisis Spending as well as 
detailed information on 600 incidents 
involving police, fire and medical 
emergencies in state-funded emergency 
housing.

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

LONG TERM CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING (H 5033)
Bob Katzen

The House and Senate ap-
proved and sent to Gov. 
Healey a new version of a 
bill making changes to the 
state’s long term care and 
assisted living industry that 
supporters said will make 
sweeping reforms to these 
two industries and will take 
a powerful step toward 
delivering high quality and 
safe care for older residents 
across the state.

The bill includes provi-
sions related to basic health 
services administered in 
assisted living facilities and 
oversight of long-term care 
facilities, including cre-
ation of a program for the 
certification, training and 
oversight of certified medi-
cation aides who would be 
authorized to administer 
medications to residents 
of long-term care facilities; 
several new initiatives to re-
cruit and retain a dedicated 
long-term care workforce; 

allowing assisted living resi-
dences to offer basic health 
services such as helping a 
resident administer drops, 
manage their oxygen or 
take a home diagnostic test; 
giving the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs new powers 
to penalize non-compliance 
by allowing it to fine assisted 
living residences up to $500 
per day; and authorizing the 
attorney general to file a civil 
action against a person who 
commits abuse, mistreat-
ment or neglect of a patient 
or resident.

Other provisions allow the 
Department of Public Health 
(DPH) to limit, restrict or 
revoke a long-term care fa-
cility’s license for cause, such 
as substantial or sustained 
failure to provide adequate 
care, substantial or sustained 
failure to comply with laws 
or regulations or lack of 
financial capacity to operate 
a facility; streamline the pro-
cess for small house nursing 
homes to be licensed; direct 

DPH to establish and imple-
ment training and education 
programs on topics such as 
infection prevention and 
control, resident care plans 
and staff safety programs; 
and require long-term care 
facilities to develop individ-
ualized outbreak response 
plans to contain the spread 
of disease and ensure con-
sistent communication with 
DPH, residents, families, 
and staff.

The measure also would 
require each long-term care 
facility to provide staff train-
ing on the rights and care of 
LGBTQ+ older adults and 
older adults living with HIV; 
forbid any long-term care 
facility and its staff from dis-
criminating based in whole 
or in part on a person’s 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, 
intersex status or HIV status, 
whether through the denial 
of admission, medical or 
non-medical care, access to 
restrooms or through room 

assignments.

“This legislation couldn’t 
have come at a more criti-
cal time when more over-
sight and accountability 
are needed in long-term 
care,” said Rep. Tom Stanley 
(D-Waltham), House chair 
of the Committee on Elder 
Affairs. “[The bill] marks the 
first major legislative reform 
to our long term care and 
assisted living industries in 
over a quarter of a century. 
This legislation enhances 
both access to and quality 
of care in long-term care 
settings, tightens suitability 
standards for operators, 
strengthens supports for the 
long-term care workforce 
and permanently allows 
assisted living residences to 
offer basic health services to 
their residents.”

“This landmark legislation 
is the culmination of years 
of advocacy and collabora-
tion among so many people 
committed to improving 

life for our family, friends 
and neighbors residing or 
working in long-term care, 
assisted living and the com-
munity,” said Sen. Pat Jehlen 
(D-Somerville), Senate chair 
of the Elder Affairs Commit-
tee. “There is always more 
work to do but we have 
agreed on policy that will 
surely have a positive impact 
on quality of care, transpar-
ency and oversight and plan-
ning for the future.”

“This bill is an important 
step toward ensuring older 
adults receive the care they 
need to be safe and healthy,” 
said Rep. Hannah Kane (R-
Shrewsbury). “Strengthening 
oversight of long-term care 
facilities, requiring infec-
tious disease outbreak plans, 
improving licensing require-
ments and other reforms 
… will protect vulnerable 
patients and provide the 
commonwealth with the 
tools needed to enforce the 
standards for long term care 
facilities.”
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial ap-
proval to a bill that would 
allow public safety person-
nel with impaired health, 
presumed to have suffered 
in the line of duty, to sub-

mit an affidavit attesting 
that he or she did undergo 
a physical examination on 
entry into service, if their 
employer failed to maintain 
such records.

“Public safety personnel 

like police and firefight-
ers that are injured in the 
line of duty or suffer illness 
due to their occupation 
shouldn’t have to jump 
through hoops or navigate 
red tape if their employer 
fails to maintain proper 

medical records document-
ing their service,” said 
sponsor Sen. Paul Feeney 
(D-Foxborough). “I am 
proud to have filed this 
legislation to help relieve 
public safety officials of the 
undue burden of proving 

an occupational presump-
tion when through no fault 
of their own, their medical 
records have been lost or 
damaged by their employ-
ing department.

August 26, 2024 thesomerville-
newsweekly Leave a comment

Meetings for all seven wards will 
be held Mid-September through 
Mid-October

SOMERVILLE–Community
members are invited to join Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and Somerville 
City Council at the 2024 City Hall 
Community Meetings. Join us to 
get an overview of the latest City 
news, learn more about City pro-
grams and initiatives, meet your 
neighbors, find ways to
get involved, and talk with elected 
officials and City staff.

The in-person meetings kick off 
with a social half-hour with free 
pizza and kid-friendly, healthy 
snacks,
where you can chat one-on-one 
with elected officials including 
the Mayor and your Ward City 
Councilor or At-Large City Coun-
cilors as well as staff about issues 
important to you.

Mayor Ballantyne and City staff 
will then share updates on projects 
in your neighborhood, citywide 
initiatives,
and a look at neighborhood crime 
stats followed by a roughly 20-min-

ute open Q&A.

All Ward meetings will be held in 
person and one all-virtual, all-ward 
meeting will be held on Zoom and
will be accessible online or by any 
phone. Two additional, all-ward 
meetings will take place in person: 
one in Portuguese and one in 
Spanish. All in-person meetings 
will be recorded for later on-de-
mand or TV viewing.

Fall 2024 Community Meeting 
Schedule

Meetings run from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., with refreshments and meet-
and-greets starting at 6 p.m.

Unsure about which ward you live 
in? Find out with the MySomer-
ville address
lookup tool at http://www.somer-
villema.gov/mysomerville.

Ward 4 (Winter Hill, Ten Hills, and 
more):

Date: Wednesday, September 18

Location: Healey School Cafeteria, 
5 Meacham St.

Ward 3 (N. Union Sq., Prospect 
Hill, Spring Hill, Central Hill, and 
more):

Date: Monday, September 23

Location: Somerville High School 
Cafeteria, 81 Highland Ave.

Ward 7 (West Somerville, Teele Sq., 
and more):

Date: Tuesday, September 24

Location: West Somerville Neigh-
borhood School Cafeteria, 177 
Powder House
Blvd.

All Ward Meeting in Portuguese:

Date: Monday, September 30

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also 
be livestreamed on the City of 
Somerville
YouTube page and shared on the 
Portuguese language Facebook 
page fb.com/SomervilleCidade.

Ward 5 (Magoun Sq., NE Ball Sq., 
Cedar & Lowell St. areas, NW 
Porter Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 1

Location: Kennedy School Cafete-
ria, 5 Cherry St.

Ward 1 (East Somerville, Assembly 
Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 8

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Ward 6 (Greater Davis Sq. neigh-
borhood and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 9

Location: Somerville Community 
Baptist Church, 31 College Ave.

All Ward Meeting in Spanish:

Date: Tuesday, October 15

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also 
be livestreamed on the City of 
Somerville
YouTube page and shared on the 
Spanish language Facebook page 
fb.com/SomervilleCiudad.

Ward 2 (S. Union Sq., Perry and 
Lincoln Park neighborhoods, Bea-
con St. area, and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 16

Location: Argenziano School Caf-
eteria, 290 Washington St.

All Ward Virtual Meeting:

Date: Monday, October 21

Location: Online via Zoom with 
interpretation into Spanish and 
Portuguese, as well as other
languages by request. You may join 
online or call in on any phone.

Details: For sign-in information, 
please visit
http://www.somervillema.gov/
communitymeetings
or call 311 at 617-666-3311.

Interpretation into your language 
is available for all meetings upon 
advance request by contacting the
SomerViva Office of Immigrant 
Affairs at somerviva@somervil-
lema.gov
or calling 311 at 617-666-3311. 
Interpretation availability is also 
being advertised in Spanish, 
Portuguese, Haitian Kreyol, Nepali, 
Mandarin, and Cantonese.

For more information about the 
Community Meetings and to at-
tend virtually, visit somervillema.
gov/communitymeetings.
With any questions, please contact 
Kristine McNulty at kmcnulty@
somervillema.gov.

Join Somerville’s 2024 Community Meetings Series to Learn About Latest City Initiatives 
from Mayor Ballantyne and City Staff

PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONNEL (S 1666)
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Residents invited to help shape proposed 
Rental Registry and Energy Disclosure 
ordinance to bring greater energy efficiency, 
affordability, and more to renters

SOMERVILLE–Roughly two-thirds of 
Somerville residents are renters, and Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne is determined to improve 
their access to the energy savings and health 
benefits of green energy upgrades often out 
of reach to renters–especially low-income 
renters. And she’s asking residents to help 
her do so.

The City’s Office of Sustainability and 
Environment (OSE) is seeking volunteers to 
help shape a new Rental Registry and Energy 
Disclosure ordinance designed to improve 
rental unit energy efficiency, affordability, 
and healthiness, as well as advance the City’s 
climate action and affordable housing efforts.

The concept is simple. Landlords would 
provide basic rental unit information and 
energy details to the City annually. Then the 
City would generate energy “disclosures” 
for owners to post on-site for tenants (and 
future tenants) to see. Information collected 
and shared could include the number of 
rental units, the type of property, and owner 
or property manager contacts. It could also 
include energy details such as type of fuels 
used, if they’ve had a MassSave energy effi-
ciency assessment, and a list of energy saving 
measures taken such as installing Energy 

Star appliances, weatherization measures like 
insulated windows, or green upgrades like 
heat pumps.

“Having this information will help the City 
increase energy upgrades. It will make it 
easier for us to inform owners of subsidies 
available to them for improvements that will 
lower renter’s energy costs. By having energy 
facts posted for tenants and future tenants, 
this type of energy disclosure requirement 
has been shown to drive market demand for 
landlords to reduce energy costs for tenants. 
Heating bills, for example, can easily run 
up into the hundreds of dollars in winter 
months, and renters vote with their feet 
when they can get a sense of where they’ll 
have lower utility costs,” said OSE Director 
Christine Blais.

Rental registries are common in cities, and 
energy disclosure measures are already key 
climate action tools in some States, such 
as Maine, and cities across the country, 
including Austin, TX; Minneapolis, MN; 
and Chicago, IL. Somerville’s would be the 
first rental energy disclosure ordinance in 
Massachusetts.

“We are looking to use every tool in the box 
both for climate action and housing afford-
ability in Somerville– and they are directly 
related. When you live in a drafty apartment 
with an ancient heater, or if you have an 
old energy-hog window AC unit to keep an 

elderly parent safely cool in the summer, you 
may be left choosing between groceries and 
safe temperatures when you are on a tight 
budget. You may also be at higher risk for not 
making your rent. And right now, landlords 
have little incentive to change that for you. 
But when owners know about and can make 
affordable upgrades that lower tenant utility 
bills, it’s a win-win for affordability, our 
climate, and for resident health,” said Mayor 
Ballantyne.

In Somerville, approximately 37 percent 
of residents are housing cost-burdened, 
meaning they spend more than a third of 
their income on housing. City data indicates 
that this number climbs to above 50 percent 
for households in the Black and non-white 
Hispanic U.S. Census categories. With lower 
likelihood of energy efficiency in Somerville’s 
older housing stock rental units, not only 
are utility bills likely higher, but health risks 
increase as well. Energy efficiency measures 
have been shown to also reduce environmen-
tal risks such as mold, pests, and allergens 
that contribute to asthma, bronchitis, emer-
gency room visits, and financial stress.

“At first glance it may seem as if an initiative 
such as this would drive up rents, but key 
to our efforts is helping landlords make 
upgrades via the many federal, state, and 
local programs that reduce the costs of energy 
improvements. That way they get better units 
with lower investment and they have units 

that will be more comfortable, desirable, and 
safer for tenants,” said Blais.”The data we col-
lect on the units will also help our Housing 
Stability and Housing development teams 
inform and advance their work to support 
affordability programs.”

The City also sees the effort as a building 
block for future work to improve additional 
health and safety oversight of rental units, 
and establish improved communication to 
landlords and property managers on a range 
of programs designed to support them and 
their tenants.

Join a Focus Group

All community members including renters, 
landlords, real estate brokers, adults of all 
ages including seniors of fixed incomes, real 
estate agents, commercial landlords, mem-
bers of the home improvement workforce, 
home energy raters, community organiza-
tions, and community advocates are invited 
to join focus groups to discuss how to make 
the draft ordinance work best for everyone.

Staff have already been doing their home-
work, which they’ll share to get everyone 
oriented. Alongside several years of research, 
they’ve connected with community members, 
as well as municipalities and nonprofits 
across North America, and convened a 
cross-departmental working group within 
Somerville, to deepen their knowledge.

Focus groups participants will answer 
questions about their views and needs from 
a rental registry and energy disclosure ordi-
nance. The feedback will be used to inform 
both the ordinance to be submitted to the 
City Council for approval, as well as how it 
would be implemented.

Each focus group will last about 90 minutes. 
Community members may be eligible to be 
compensated with a $40 gift card for their 
participation.

To sign up, please complete the online form 
at somervillema.gov/rred. If you need assis-
tance filling out the form, please contact 311 
(617-666-3311).

For more information, please visit somervil-
lema.gov/sustainaville or contact Garrett 
Anderson at ganderson@somervillema.gov, 
857-270-4403 (call/text) to request paper 
forms.

Interpretation is available at all focus groups.

Efforts to secure interpretation into any 
language will be made upon advance request 
(at least seven days in advance) by contacting 
the SomerViva Office of Immigrant Affairs 
at somervillema.gov/ContactSomerViva or 
calling 311 at 617-666-3311.

Mayor Ballantyne Seeks to Expand Climate Action & 
Energy Savings to Renters via New Ordinance
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-142

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


