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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 10 Continuded to page 5

Continued to page 17

Second Stretch of Highland Avenue Paving 
Takes Place Overnight September 15 to 16

 from School Street to Benton Road

DOG KENNEL SAFETY  
OLLIE’S LAW (S 2929)

SPD Officer Priscilla Ribeiro 
Awarded The 

Arthur W. Regan Award
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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Somerville/Medford Remembering James Finigan
James Finigan
9/10/2024
James “Jim” Finigan, 
age 83, of Medford died 
peacefully on Tuesday, 
September 10th, at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
of Boston. Born in Cam-
bridge, he was raised and 
educated in Somerville, 
the son of the late Michael 
and Elizabeth (Reidy) 
Finigan.

Jim was a graduate of 
Somerville High School 
and was known for his 

devotion to all sports. 
He lived in Medford for 
over 60 years and worked 
as a carpenter. Jim loved 
spending time with family 
and friends, especially all 
his grandchildren. For 
many years, Jim coached 
for South Medford Little 
League. He was a beloved 
fan of the Bruins, Celtics, 
Patriots, and Red Sox.

Jim was the beloved hus-
band of Lillian Finigan, 
and the devoted father 
of Darlene Thornton and 

her husband Richard of 
Medford, Michael Fini-
gan and his wife Mary of 
Somerville, and Stephen 
Finigan and his wife 
Laurie of Medford. He 
was the devoted grandfa-
ther of Shawn Thornton, 
Tyler Finigan, Kaleigh 
Finigan, James Finigan, 
Kyle Finigan, and Ra-
chel Finigan. Jim was an 
adoring great grandfather 
to Jordan Thornton. He 
was predeceased by the 
late Leo Finigan, Robert 
Finigan, Lenny Finigan, 

Elizabeth Baker, Sarah 
Finigan, Dorothy Schreib, 
and Elinor Nagle, and is 
survived by many nieces 
and nephews.

According to his wishes, 
all services for Jim will be 
private. As an expression 
of sympathy, contribu-
tions may be sent in Jim’s 
name to Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute, Division 
Of Development/Jimmy 
Fund, PO Box 849168, 
Boston, MA 02284-9168.

Rosemary Ryan, 72, of 
Salem, NH, formerly 
Somerville, MA, passed 
away on Sunday, Septem-

ber 8, 2024, in her home 
with her loving husband 
by her side. She was born 
on August 16, 1952, to the 
late Harry (Mickey)and 
Helen (Davis) Ventre, in 
Cambridge, MA.
Rosemary had many pas-
sions in her life, but none 
stronger than her love of 
cooking and her desire 
to feed as many people 
as possible. Not only did 
she cook for her family 
and friends, but she also 
taught culinary arts at 
Somerville High School, 
passing on her skills and 

passion for taking care of 
others. Being a teacher, 
she was like a second 
mother to many of her 
students. Always there 
with the support they 
needed, what ever it may 
be. Rosemary was dedi-
cated to her cause Helping 
Hands. Always gathering 
donations and giving back 
to those in need, allowing 
others to take the credit. 
Above all, Rosemary’s 
favorite memories would 
be the time spent with her 
loved ones.
Rosemary is survived by 

her husband: William C. 
Ryan Sr.; their children: 
Kerryann Della Pasqua, 
and her husband Alex, 
and grandson Quinn of 
Salem, NH, and William 
C. Ryan Jr., and his wife 
Jenene, and grandchildren 
Lilly, Billy, and Patrick 
of Chesapeake, VA; her 
siblings: Carol Murphy, 
Sandy Maccini and Laura 
Shea.
In addition to her parents, 
Rosemary is predeceased 
by her siblings: Pamela 
Knight, Edith (DeeDee) 
Burke, Harry Ventre, and 

Richard Ventre. Rosemary 
was a major part of many 
lives, and will be greatly 
missed by all.
A Celebration of Life for 
Rosemary will be on Sep-
tember 21, 2024. A dedi-
cated mass will be held
10:00
Mary Queen of Peace
200 Lawrence Rd
Salem, NH 03079

Followed by a mercy meal
Jamison’s
472 State Rte 111,
Hampstead, NH.
12pm – 3pm

Somerville/Medford Remembering Rosemary Ryan

Robert Cullen Obituary

Obituary published on 
Legacy.com by Dello 
Russo Funeral Home – 

Medford on Sep. 12, 2024.
Robert E. Cullen, Jr., 
“Bobby” of Medford 
passed away on Septem-
ber 10, 2024.

He was 62 years old. Born 
in Cambridge, he was the 
cherished son of the late 
Marie (White) and Robert 
E. Cullen Sr.
Prior to his retirement, 
Bobby was employed by 
Johnnie’s Foodmaster 
Supermarket in Med-

ford, where he worked 
as a store clerk. Bobby 
had a jovial and outgoing 
personality. He enjoyed 
the simple things in life; 
walking, or just being 
outdoors. Bob loved be-
ing with his family and 
friends and most of all, he 
enjoyed the loving com-
panionship he shared with 
his significant other, Jen-
nifer for the last 25 years.
Bobby was the dear broth-
er of Margaret A. Ars-

lanian and her husband 
Randolph of Melbourne, 
FL. and the late Marie 
Elena Asaro and her late 
husband Vincent, the 
late Barbara Richard and 
Katherine Cullen. He was 
the adored uncle of Steven 
Asaro, Stacy Mannke and 
her husband William, 
Michelle Hamilton and 
her husband Allan and 
Steven Michael Richard 
and his wife Megan and 
the great-uncle of several 

great nieces and nephews. 
Bobby was the beloved 
and devoted significant 
other of 25 years to Jen-
nifer Brown of Medford.
Visiting hours will be held 
in the Dello Russo Fu-
neral Home, 306 Main St., 
Medford, MA, on Mon-
day, September 16, from 
12-2PM. Relatives and 
friends are invited.
Interment will be private.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Robert Cullen

Somerville/Medford Remembering Jean M. (Scales) Bando

Obituary
Jean M. (Scales) Bando, 
a cherished resident of 
Medford for many years, 
passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, September 
15, 2024, at the age of 88. 
Born in Tewksbury, she 
was the beloved daughter 
of the late Leo and Cath-
erine (Riley) Scales.

Complete obit to be 

posted.

Calling hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
on SATURDAY, Septem-
ber 21st morning from 
9:00AM to 11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

A funeral mass will be 
celebrated in St. Joseph 
Church, 118 High St., 
Medford, MA at 11:30AM.

Services will conclude with 
interment at Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Medford.

In lieu of flower’s contri-
butions may be made in 
Jean’s name to The Home 

for Little Wanders 72 E. 
Dedham Street, Boston, 
MA 02118



	  The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	 					              Tuesday September 17th, 2024                  5         The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

SPD Officer Priscilla Ribeiro awarded the Arthur W. Regan Award for 
her initiative and leadership in bringing National Night Out back to Somerville

Continued from front page

Congratulations Somer-
ville Police Officer Priscil-
la Ribeiro and thank you 
for a job well done!

Officer Priscilla Ribeiro 
was awarded the Arthur 
W. Regan Award today 
for her initiative and 
leadership in bringing 
National Night Out back 
to Somerville. The Artie 
Regan Memorial Award is 
given to an SPD Employee 
whose work in the com-
munity goes beyond the 

call of duty.

Given just a few weeks 
to organize, she imme-
diately began collecting 
donations, marketing, 
and connecting with local 
businesses and vendors to 
make National Night Out 
an unforgettable night for 
the community. Working 
with over 70+ city depart-
ments, vendors, sponsors 
and ensuring free food 
and dessert for all con-
stituents, Officer Ribeiro’s 

leadership and positive at-
titude remained constant. 
We thank Officer Ribeiro 
for her continued com-
mitment to our Somerville 
community and are proud 
to present this award to 
her.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: 
New Boston Convenient Store Robbed at Knife Point

Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: homeless are moving into other areas of the city!

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Hi Billy,

FYI I thought that you 
might like to know that 
the New Boston Conve-
nient Store that’s located 
at 6 Broadway Charl-
stown on the Somerville/

Charlestown boarder next 
to the Mount Vernon 
Restaurant was robbed at 
knife point yesterday.

The little girl that works 
there told my brother 
this morning it’s Boston 
but it’s on theSomerville 
line close to home. Crime 
has risen in Somerville 
Charlestown, especially 

with all these homeless 
people now sleeping on 
all the streets and parks in 
that area.

Please help this city if you 
can and run for mayor 
again. We need you now 
more than ever.

A frustrated Resident

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News Weekly 
Speakup Line,

Billy the homeless are mov-
ing into other areas of the 
city. They have returned un-
der 93 at the crosswalk from 
the hotel to Stop n Shop. 
Sadly the Gilman Square 
Park has three homeless men 
staying there. The City has 
had to remove the portable 
potty and the water station 
as a result.

Seven hills park looks 
worse than a bad campsite. 
A taxpaying resident gets 
a ticket for placing a trash 
barrel out too early but 
homeless people can loiter, 
defecate, and do drugs in 

our neighborhoods without 
any response by the City. The 
elected officials are allow-
ing our city to be destroyed 
one day at a time. Residents 
need to call them out on the 
conditions of what once was 
a nice place to call home.

Notice the photo of the guy 
shaving. Just another day 
at stop and shop. Another 
homeless guy shaving in the 
bathroom. What a mess.

It’s just another typical East 
Somerville quality of life shit 
show day!
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

City will offer many diverse oppor-
tunities to get involved in “quick-
build” safety upgrades planned
for portions of Elm Street, Somer-
ville Avenue, Beacon Street and 
Mossland Street.

SOMERVILLE—As part of the 
City’s intensive efforts to improve 
traffic safety for all, planning for 
the City’s
new Elm-Beacon Connector street 
safety improvement project is get-
ting underway. All are invited to 
help inform the project, which ex-
tends across four city wards on Elm 
Street, Somerville Avenue, Beacon 
Street, and Mossland Street.

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Ward 
6 Councilor Lance Davis, Ward 5 
Councilor Naima Sait,
Ward 3 Councilor Ben Ewen-
Campen, Ward 2 Councilor J.T. 
Scott, and City Staff invite you to 
participate in a range of feedback 
opportunities launching this fall.

The community engagement and 
design process will begin with a 
virtual community meeting on
Wednesday, September 25, from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Visit somervil-
lema.gov/elmbeacon
to attend. At this meeting,
City staff will introduce the project 
and provide residents with the 
opportunity to ask questions and 
share their experiences. Public 
feedback opportunities on both the 
initial planning and then the design 
of the project will continue over the 
coming year.

More information about this 
project and opportunities to get 
involved are included below.

Project Overview and Timeline

The Elm-Beacon Connector project 
is intended to improve safety 
through a range of treatments 
including
crosswalk improvements, traffic
calming, separated bicycle facilities, 
and bus service improvements.

The project area includes:

Elm Street from Russell Street to 
Somerville Avenue

Somerville Avenue from Elm Street 
to Acadia Park

Mossland Street from Elm Street to 
Somerville Avenue

Beacon Street from Somerville 
Avenue to Oxford Street

The City
plans to engage community mem-
bers and develop the new design 
from September 2024 through June
2025. Installation of the new safety 
and mobility features is anticipated 
to take place in fall 2025.

The Elm-Beacon Connector is a 
“quick-build project,”
which means that all of the work 
can be done without digging or 
making major structural changes to 
the street (such as moving sidewalk 
curbs or changing the height of 
the road). Instead, the City will use 
materials that are quicker to install 
like vertical
plastic posts and paint markings 
on the street. This approach allows 
us to deliver safety improvements 
faster and more affordably than full 
street reconstruction.

How to Get Involved

The City will offer a mix of in-
person and virtual engagement op-
portunities throughout the design 
process,
including:

Online and in-person surveys

Community meetings for the 
general public, Kennedy school 
community, and more

Street outreach with neighborhood 
pop-ups and tabling at community 
events

Direct outreach to local businesses

“Office hours” drop-in events

The first event is a virtual com-
munity meeting on Wednesday, 
September 25, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m.

Attend the meeting, learn more 
about the project by visiting
somervillema.gov/elmbeacon.

Policy Background

The City’s efforts to increase safety 
on our streets are guided by our 
goals to both keep community 
members
physically safe as well as to achieve 
our climate action goal to shift 
more trips to sustainable modes of 
travel like public transit, walking, 
biking, and rolling. You can learn 
more about this work in the plans 
below.

Somerville’s

Vision
Zero Action Plan to eliminate 
traffic fatalities and reduce severe 
injuries within our transportation 
system

The Somerville
Bicycle
Network Plan which aims to create 
bike facilities for people of all ages 
and abilities to safely get around
the City

The City’s
Climate
Forward Plan to reduce carbon 
emissions and increase active and 
sustainable transportation options.

Somerville’s recently passed Safe
Streets Ordinance reaffirms the 
City’s commitment to accelerating 
work toward these goals through 
the implementation of forward-
looking design and safety practices.

More About this Quick-Build 
Project

The City aims to make the follow-
ing safety improvements as part of 
this project:

Protected Bike Lanes (Elm Street 
and Somerville Avenue)

The City of Somerville is working 
to implement quick-build pro-
tected bike lanes
along Elm Street from Russell 
Street to Somerville Avenue and 
Somerville Avenue from Mossland 
Street to Elm Street, in accordance 
with the
City’s
Bicycle Network Plan.
Mossland Street Neighborway

Mossland Street will become a 
neighborway. Neighborways are 
walk-, roll-, and-bike
friendly streets that create a low-
stress and high comfort experience 
on residential streets. Neighbor-
ways provide a two-way connection 
for people biking even if the street 
is one-way for vehicular traffic.

Crossing Safety Improvements

City staff will also work to improve 
safety for people using crosswalks 
by increasing
visibility at intersections and 
exploring options for increased 
pavement markings and signage at 
critical crosswalks.

Bus Service Improvements

The City will be working to im-
prove the experience of people who 
ride the bus in the area. We will be
exploring bus-stop locations as well 
as changes to traffic light timing 
that could reduce bus delays.

Parking Impacts

These planned safety improvements 
will require reducing the number 
of on-street parking spaces.
With this in mind, the City is com-
mitted to work with local residents 
and businesses to employ creative 
approaches parking management. 
This includes regulating curb use 
and developing strategies that make 
the best use of limited parking 
resources.
Questions and comments can be 
submitted at any point by emailing
transportation@somervillema.gov
and by calling 311 (617-666-3311).

Somerville Kicks Off Community Engagement for “Elm-Beacon Connector” 
Street Safety Project with Sept 25 Virtual Community Meeting
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SOMERVILLE – The Somerville 
Arts Council is actively seeking 
three to four dedicated community 
members to join its Board. This is 
an exciting opportunity for individ-
uals with a passion for the arts to 
support and strengthen the vibrant 
cultural landscape of our city.

What is the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil Board?

The Somerville Arts Council Board 
plays a crucial role in cultivating 
and celebrating the creative expres-
sions of the Somerville community. 
The Board provides guidance on 
the City’s arts community, advises 
on the work and policies of the Arts 
Council, and engages in network-
ing. From September through 
December, members participate in 
the adjudication process for a local 

grant-making program to support 
arts and culture initiatives within 
the community.
Who Can Join?
We are seeking artists or mem-
bers of the general public with a 
strong interest in the arts, par-
ticularly those with experience in 
music, literature, or public art. Any 
Somerville resident with a passion 
for supporting the arts is encour-

aged to apply.
What is the Time Commitment?
The Board meets in person on the 
second Wednesday of each month. 
There are two additional meetings 
each year concerning the grant 
program. Members serve a term 
of up to three years in a volunteer 
capacity.
How Are Members Appointed?
Members are appointed by the 

Mayor of Somerville.
How Do I Apply?
Please submit a brief statement of 
interest explaining why you would 
like to join the Board and how 
you feel you can contribute to its 
work by Thursday, October 10. 
We welcome applications from all 
Somerville residents with diverse 
experiences, skills, and perspec-
tives.

Call for FREE Project 
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, 
Steps & Stairs, Basements, 
Tuckpointing, Driveway 
Repair, Paver Driveways, 
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / 
Rebuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, 
Roof Cleaning, Siding, 
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work 
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special 
on gutter cleaning”

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Join the Somerville Arts Council Board Applications Due Thursday, October 10

Obituary
Jean M. (Scales) Bando, a cher-
ished resident of Medford for 
many years, passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, September 15, 
2024, at the age of 88. Born in 
Tewksbury, she was the beloved 
daughter of the late Leo and 

Catherine (Riley) Scales.

Complete obit to be posted.

Calling hours will be held in 
the George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home 855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) on SATURDAY, 
September 21st morning from 
9:00AM to 11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

A funeral mass will be cel-
ebrated in St. Joseph Church, 
118 High St., Medford, MA at 
11:30AM.

Services will conclude with 

interment at Oak Grove Cem-
etery, Medford.

In lieu of flower’s contributions 
may be made in Jean’s name to 
The Home for Little Wanders 
72 E. Dedham Street, Boston, 
MA 02118

Somerville/Medford Remembering Joan E. (Vangel) Cosgrove

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate approved 
and sent to Gov. Healey a $362 
million to help close out fiscal year 
2024. Key provisions ratify and 
fund some 38 collective bargain-
ing agreements and direct $228 
million in funding for the American 
Rescue Plan Act Home and Com-
munity Based Services.

Other provisions include $20 mil-
lion to replace lost federal funding 
for victims of violent crimes; $29.7 
million in early education and care 
subsidies to ensure providers can 
maintain access for all income-eli-
gible families in need of childcare; 
$5.6 million for tax abatements for 
veterans, widows, blind persons 
and the elderly; $5.1 million to 
support increased demand for the 
Healthy Incentives Program which 

provides fresh healthy food options 
and supports local growers; and 
$2.1 million for Women, Infants 
and Children nutrition services to 
fully support the current caseload 
of recipients.

“The funding included in this 
supplemental budget is critical, as 
it addresses a number of important 
issues affecting residents, invests 
in workforce development and rati-

fies dozens of collective bargaining 
agreements,” said House Speaker 
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy).

“Today’s funding will ensure that 
our workers get the raises they 
deserve, and that vital support 
systems across our state have the 
resources they need to close out 
the fiscal year,” said Senate Pres-
ident Karen Spilka (D-Ashland).

“The essential funding contained 
in this supplemental budget will 
help fund important programs and 
approve numerous collective bar-
gaining agreements that will help 
essential employees our common-
wealth relies on,” said Rep. Aaron 
Michlewitz (D-Boston), the chair 
of the House Committee on Ways 
and Means.

$362 MILLION SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (H 5050)

This Week’s QUOTABLE QUOTES On Beacon Hill
By Bob Katzen

“[She] committed gross mis-
conduct and demonstrated she 
is unable to discharge the pow-
ers and duties of a Cannabis 
Control Commission commis-
sioner. I do so with deep regret 
because she has a long history 
of public service, and when ap-
pointed I anticipated she would 
lead the commission capably 
and in an appropriate manner.

I expect my appointee’s actions 
to be reflective of the impor-
tant mission of the Cannabis 
Control Commission and 
performed in a manner that 

incorporates the standards of 
professionalism required in 
today’s work environment.”
—State Treasurer Deb Goldberg 
on firing Cannabis Control 
Commission Chair Shannon 
O’Brien.

“[The firing of O’Brien] 
whitewashes the unequivocal 
evidence that would lead any 
reasonable and fair fact finder 
to conclude that there are no 
grounds for removal and would 
immediately reinstate her to 
steer the rudderless shipwreck.”
— Max Stern, the lawyer who 
represents O’Brien respond-
ing to the firing and indicating 

O’Brien will appeal Goldberg’s 
decision to the Supreme Judi-
cial Court.

“Our cities and towns stand 
shoulder to shoulder with us in 
the fight against climate change. 
When we partner with them 
and provide tools and resourc-
es, we’re unstoppable. This news 
re-affirms that dynamic and is 
yet another reason to be proud 
of Massachusetts.”
—Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll com-
menting on a report from 
researchers at the University of 
Texas and the University of Cal-
ifornia-San Diego which cites 
Massachusetts as a nationwide 

leader in food waste reduction.

“Too many kids breathe harm-
ful pollution every day just to 
get to and from school. Electric 
school buses eliminate this 
threat to their health.”
— Deirdre Cummings, Con-
sumer Program Director of the 
MASSPIRG Education Fund 
on MASSPIRG’s report that 
434 clean electric school buses 
are committed, on their way or 
operating in Massachusetts.”

“Greyhound must hit the brakes 
on excessive idling. Illegal and 
excessive idling not only harms 
our environment but also 

harms our health, especially 
children whose lungs are still 
developing. And urban com-
munities suffer disproportion-
ately from toxic, polluted air.”
— Clare Soria, attorney for the 
Conservation Law Foundation, 
on filing a lawsuit against Grey-
hound Lines, Inc. for violating 
the Clean Air Act by unlawfully 
idling at the South Station bus 
terminal and at its bus lot in 
South Boston, releasing toxic 
emissions into the neighbor-
hood.
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps 
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver 
Driveways, Patio & Walkway, 
Retaining Walls, Foundation 
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing, 
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof 
Cleaning, Siding, Painting, 
Carpentry, Window Repairs / 
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY
(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249
Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter 
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING & MASONRY (857)397-5992 1(800)519-1249

DOG KENNEL SAFETY – OLLIE’S LAW (S 2929)
Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate 
approved and sent to Gov. 
Maura Healey a bill that 
would allow the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources 
to establish rules and 
regulations for dog ken-
nels in the Bay State, to 
ensure animal welfare, 
protect consumers and 
keep kennel staff safe. A 
person who violates the 
regulations would be fined 
$500 for a first offense 
and $1,000 for a second or 
subsequent offense.

Required regulations 

would include obtain-
ing a license from the 
municipality, an annual 
inspection, dog to staff 
ratio specifications, injury 
reporting, indoor and 
outdoor physical facility 
requirements, insurance 
and minimal housing and 
care requirements.

Supporters said that cur-
rently, the state has no 
oversight of dog daycare 
or boarding kennels. They 
argued it is estimated 
that a dog is injured or 
killed every 9 to 10 days 
in Massachusetts at these 
kennels. They noted that 
many families have suf-

fered the loss or injury of 
an animal at a dog daycare 
or kennel that could have 
been prevented by com-
monsense regulations over 
these facilities.

The bill was filed by Sen. 
Mark Montigny (D-New 
Bedford) in memory of 
“Ollie,” a 7-month-old 
labradoodle who was at-
tacked by other dogs at a 
boarding kennel in East 
Longmeadow. Ollie need-
ed round-the-clock care 
and surgery and was in the 
hospital for two months 
before succumbing to his 
injuries. While the facility 
was shut down by town 

officials, Ollie’s owner Ann 
Baxter was stunned to 
learn that there were no 
state regulations regard-
ing boarding facilities, and 
soon took up the fight to 
help ensure tragedies like 
this never happen again.

“Pets are family who pro-
vide boundless love and 
affection that we are lucky 
to receive,” said Mon-
tigny. “For this reason, it is 
critical that we ensure all 
businesses entrusted with 
the care of our family ad-
here to proper health and 
safety protocols no matter 
what town they operate in 
across the commonwealth. 

Too often, we have heard 
devastating stories of pets 
like Ollie who have been 
injured or killed due to 
negligent care. These peo-
ple have no place caring 
for such precious creatures 
and it’s time that we imple-
ment consistent standards 
across Massachusetts.”
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Save the date! You’re invited!

William “Billy” Tauro
Candidate for
Registrar of Deeds
CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER

ELVIS vs SINATRA
Two Great Entertainers
Dimitrios Stavropoulos as Elvis 
• Dom Catino as Sinatra

Come Out and Show Your Sup-
port for
Southern Middlesex County’s 
next Registrar of Deeds Wil-
liam “Billy” Tauro

Wednesday October 9th 6-9pm

Premiere on Broadway
517 Broadway Somerville, MA 
02145

Time: 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.

Appetizers • Cash Bar • Live 
Entertainment • DJ • Dancing • 
Good Friends

No Cover Charge, But Contri-
butions Are Greatly Appreci-
ated!

Contributions can also be sent 
to:

Committee to Elect William 
Tauro, PO Box 542 – Somer-
ville Ma 02143 or by using 
the attached contribution link 
below or by going to William-
tauro.com
Your contribution is greatly 
appreciated.
Info email: Wmtauro@aol.com 
or please (617)293-2016

Suggested Donation Options: 
$25. $50. $100. $250.

Click on link below to contrib-
ute here to Committee to Elect 
William Tauro for Registrar of 
Deeds of Southern Middlesex 
County
https://politics.raisethemoney.
com/en/wtauro

Please make checks payable to:
Committee to Elect William 
Tauro
(No corporate or business 
checks accepted)

“When Just Ok, Just Isn’t Good 
Enough!”
Paid for by Committee to Elect 
William Tauro

William “Billy” Tauro Candidate for Registrar of Deeds CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER
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SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Premiere on Broadway
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#TeamTauroForRegistrarOfDeeds2024

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

Somerville/Medford Remembering Jefferson, Jr. Harry I.

Obituary

Jefferson, Jr. Harry I.- Harry was 
born in Boston, MA to Harry Jef-
ferson and Joan (Gallagher) Jeffer-
son. He was raised in Cambridge. 
Harry attended Longfellow public 

elementary school and received his 
high school diploma from Charles 
River Academy also in Cambridge.

Harry thrived at CRA. He was a 
member of the soccer, wrestling, 
and lacrosse teams, and elected 
class president. As a budding artist, 
he studied at Boston’s MFA and 
Butera School of Art. Harry also 
contributed illustrations to his 
high school newspaper. He was 
a lifelong artist who worked in 
pastels, oil and acrylic paints. Over 
the years, Harry gifted many works 
to family and friends who treasure 
and display them to this day.

Harry was a proud Vietnam era 
veteran. In the early 1970’s, he 
enlisted in the Army. During his 
service in the Armored Cal-

vary, Harry attained the rank of 
Sergeant. He served a long tour of 
duty near the DMZ in South Korea, 
where he was promoted to Tank 
Commander. Harry was honor-
ably discharged and retired after 
sustaining a serious injury during 
military readiness maneuvers.

After the service, Harry returned to 
life in the Cambridge and Somer-
ville area. Harry became co-owner 
of an auto body shop. Later, he 
reconnected with Cynthia Leto. 
They were devoted life-partners 
and bought a home in Halifax, MA. 
When Cynthia developed cancer, 
Harry became her caregiver. He did 
so for more than 25 years until her 
passing.

Harry had a big heart. He was a 

loving son, grandson, brother, 
uncle and nephew. He is survived 
by his siblings, in-laws as noted, 
and other relatives. Brother, Paul 
Jefferson of Cambridge, MA. Sister, 
Diana Stone-Leary and Robert 
Leary of Cambridge, MA. Brother, 
Gregory and Christina Stone of Ex-
eter, NH. Harry had several nieces 
and nephews who he showered 
with his love. Abigail Jefferson of 
Cambridge, MA. Elizabeth Leary of 
Cambridge, MA. Thomas Stone of 
Saint Petersburg, FL. Olivia Stone 
and William Gulliver of Exeter, 
NH. Harry is also survived by his 
Uncle, John Gallagher and wife 
Song Gallagher of El Paso Texas, 
Cousin Winnifred Dekarski of 
Framingham, MA and many more 
cousins.

Calling hours will be held in the 
George L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder House Sq.) 
on THURSDAY, September 19th 
from 9:00AM to 11:00AM. Fol-
lowed by words of remembrances 
at 11:00AM.

Relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited to attend.

Services will conclude with inter-
ment at Massachusetts National 
Cemetery, Bourne at 1:45PM. 
Please meet directly at the gate.

Obituary

Roderick, Regina (Cerasale) 
– Of Somerville, passed away 
after a long illness on Saturday, 

September 14, 2024. She was 85.

Born in Boston and raised 
in Somerville, she was the 
daughter of the late James and 
Kathleen (Goddard) Cerasale.
Regina was deeply rooted in her 
Catholic faith, and her life was 
a testament to her unwavering 
commitment to service and 
compassion.

For many years, Regina was 
a cherished parishioner at St. 
Joseph Church, where she lent 
her voice to the choir, enrich-
ing the spiritual lives of all who 
heard her sing. Her dedication 
to the church was matched only 
by her boundless generosity 
and kindness. Regina found 

immense joy in helping others, 
and her acts of service were a 
constant source of inspiration 
to those around her.

Regina’s empathetic nature and 
compassionate heart made a 
profound impact on everyone 
she encountered. Whether 
through her involvement in 
church activities or her every-
day interactions, she consis-
tently brought warmth and 
a smile to those in need. Her 
selflessness and caring spirit 
will be deeply missed but fondly 
remembered.

Beloved wife of the late Edward 
Roderick. Devoted mother 
of Robert Cerasale of New 

Hampshire and the late William 
Cerasale and Joseph Roder-
ick. Loving grandmother of 
3 grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren. Cherished sister 
of Richard Cerasale and his 
wife Linda of Arkansas, Dennis 
Cerasale and his wife Kathleen 
of New Hampshire, and the 
lame James Cerasale of New 
Hampshire. Cherished and 
loving cousin with whom she 
shared a bond like a sister with 
RoseMarie Spezzaferro and her 
husband Guy E. of Medford. 
Also survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, great nieces 
and nephews and cousins.

A funeral procession will be 
held in the George L. Doherty 

Funeral Home 855 Broadway 
(Powder House SQ.) on Friday, 
September 20th at 10:30AM. 
Followed by a funeral mass 
celebrated in St. Joseph Church 
262 Washington St., Somerville 
at 11:30AM.

Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Services will conclude with 
interment at Calvery Cemetery, 
Winchester.

Somerville/Medford Remembering Roderick, Regina (Cerasale)



	 16		   Tuesday September 17th, 2024         				             The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly		

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

Somerville Police Department Crime Log 8/27/24 – 9/2/24

Assault
24052808: On 8/29/24 at ap-
proximately 7:15 PM, Somer-
ville Housing Police responded 

to Weston Ave for report of a 
past assault. Upon arrival, offi-
cers spoke with the victim who 
stated he invited a male party 

inside his apartment and the 
male party threatened him with 
an object. Officers identified the 
male suspect.

Robbery
24053399: On 9/1/24 at approx-
imately 2:36 PM, Somerville 
Police responded to Elm St for 
report of an attempted larceny. 
Upon arrival, officers spoke 
with the victim who stated that 
he entered his vehicle parked in 
front of his home and was ap-
proached by a male party. The 

male then put his hand in his 
pocket and motioned as if he 
had a weapon. The male then 
stated he wanted something but 
it was unknown what it was. 
The victim was able to drive 
away.

Assault
24053415: On 9/1/24 at ap-
proximately 3:30 PM, Somer-
ville Police responded to Elm 
St for a weapons call. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with the 
victim who stated he was on his 

scooter and was approached by 
a male party who proceeded 
to brandish a knife. The victim 
yelled at him and the suspect 
fled the area.

Other Crimes:
4 Vandalisms
2 Package Thefts
10 Car Breaks
4 Bike Thefts
1 MV Vandalism
2 MV Thefts

Official Press release sent out by 
Deanna , Bobby and Paul

There will be a peaceful protest 
and rally held on the steps of 
the Statehouse. We need our 

state’s leadership to start paying 
attention and stop looking the 
other way

The Karen Read and Sandra 
Birchmore cases are prime 
examples of why changes are 
needed within the State Police, 
Norfolk County DA office, and 
the Canton Police Department.

We don’t just need answers and 
change–We deserve them!

There must be justice for Of-

ficer John O’Keefe and that 
begins with freedom for Karen 
Read

We will have several guest 
speakers (will follow up upon 
with final confirmation) sched-
uled to speak.

Massachusetts State House
24 Beacon St
Boston MA

Thursday 9/19/24

Time: 11:00am – 2:00pm

Karenreadstandouts.com

https://karenreadstandouts.
com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZ
W0CMTEAAR2W3L8iAc6V
3HU_yPDcnL7p9CQhrKw-
c1NTdGFfA6_yWVBomSbFb-
gDZHNgc_aem_ZQd350HAH-
gu_zm8Vf3OgNA

Massachusetts State House Rally/Protest
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Somerville Computers 238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

interim paving will support safe 
travel prior to the full redesign of 
Highland Avenue

SOMERVILLE–Beginning Sun-
day, September 15 at 8 p.m. City 
contractors plan to pave the travel 
lane (approximately 28-feet wide) 
surface along Highland Avenue 
between School Street and Benton 
Road.

This is the second part of a two-part 
interim paving plan. The first part 
covering the segment of roadway 
between McGrath Highway and 
School Street was completed on 
July 11.

Highland Avenue is one of Somer-
ville’s most traveled roadways. To 
ease travel and support safety prior 
to a pending larger streetscape proj-
ect planned for Highland, Mayor 
Ballantyne’s
administration allocated $375,000 
for the interim paving of eastern 
Highland Avenue from Benton 
Road to McGrath Highway in 
the fiscal year 2024 budget. This 
interim repaving will precede a full, 
multi-modal streetscape redesign 
and reconstruction to be shaped
with community input.

“Once again, I want to thank the 
community for its tremendous 
patience as we conducted essential 
underground utility improvements 
underneath Highland. Shoring up 
our infrastructure
both below and above ground is 
vitally necessary after decades of 
underinvestment. And we are not 

stopping here,” said Mayor Bal-
lantyne. “I look forward to the com-
munity coming together to plan for 
a future Highland Avenue that will 
be even safer and greener,
and that will make it easier to 
choose more sustainable modes of 
travel like public transit, walking, 
biking, and rolling.”

More About This Week’s Paving

Paving will take place overnight 
beginning Sunday, September 15 at 
approximately 8 p.m. and ending 
Monday, September 16 at ap-
proximately 7 a.m. This schedule is 
subject to change
due to weather or other factors.

During paving operations:

Highland Avenue between School 
Street and Benton Road will be 
closed to motor vehicle traffic in 
both directions during work hours.

o
Temporary detours will be installed 
for vehicle traffic.

o
Access will be maintained for pe-
destrians via both sidewalks.

o
MBTA buses and emergency 
vehicles will be able to proceed in 
both directions at all times.

·
On-street parking will be restricted 
during paving.

o
We ask that residents please observe 
posted signage.

Following paving operations:

·
Highland Avenue will be reopened 
to vehicle traffic in both directions.

·
Temporary roadway pavement 
markings will be installed.

o
Crews will return in the coming 
weeks to install permanent pave-
ment markings.

Future Full Redesign and Recon-
struction of Highland Avenue

The City’s current
Five-Year Capital
Investment Plan includes a larger-
scale redesign and reconstruction 
of Highland Avenue. This effort is 
currently planned to begin as early 
as
July 2025. For more details visit 
somervillema.gov/highlandave.

To ensure consistency with the 
City’s
Vision
Zero Action Plan and
Citywide
Bicycle Network Plan, this larger 
project will include:

·
Reconstructed sidewalks.

·
Traffic calming and crosswalk safety 
enhancements.

Two directions of separated bicycle 
lanes.

·
Bus priority infrastructure.

·
Green stormwater infrastructure 
elements.

The project development process 
will include a thorough evaluation 
of resident, business, and visitor 
parking and loading needs with a 
commitment to serve these needs
in the context of the future street 
design.

To stay informed on the larger-scale 
redesign and reconstruction project 
please visit
somervillema.gov/highlandave.

About the Spring Hill Sewer Sepa-
ration
Much of Spring Hill has histori-
cally been served by a combined 
sewer system that collects both 
wastewater and stormwater runoff 
in the same pipes—some of which 
date back to the 1800s. The City of 
Somerville has worked to upgrade 
these outdated systems by install-
ing new storm drains that separate 
stormwater from the existing com-
bined sewer. This measure is one in 
a series of actions the City is under-
taking to reduce water pollution, 
mitigate flooding, and ultimately 
modernize our infrastructure.

In addition to the installation of 
a modern, separate sewer system, 
the Spring Hill Sewer Separation 
project includes:

·
Green infrastructure to help man-
age stormwater by mimicking 
natural processes.

·
185 new trees to be planted 
throughout the neighborhood.

·
Improvements to the streetscape for 
people walking, wheeling, driving, 
or cycling.

·

For more information on this 
project visit somervillema.gov/
springhill.

###

Persons with disabilities who need 
auxiliary aids and services for ef-
fective communication (i.e., CART, 
ASL), written materials in alterna-
tive formats, or reasonable
modifications in policies and 
procedures in order to access the 
programs, activities, and meetings 
of the City of Somerville should 
please contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
in advance at 617-625-6600 x 2059 
or
apomeroy@somervillema.gov.

Second Stretch of Highland Avenue Paving Takes Place 
Overnight September 15 to 16 from School Street to Benton Road

Continued from front page
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law 
a bill adding 225 new alcohol 
licenses for the City of Boston 
over the next three years.

Supporters said the licenses 
would be distributed across 13 

Boston zip codes, expanding 
equity for restaurant owners in 
historically underrepresented 
parts of the city and boost-
ing economic opportunity in 
communities of color that have 
been systemically excluded for 
decades.

They noted that sit-down res-
taurants in Roxbury, Dorches-
ter, Mattapan, East Boston, 
Roslindale, West Roxbury, 
Hyde Park, Charlestown, Ja-
maica Plain and the South End 
now stand to benefit from the 
restricted licenses. They said 
that the high price tag of up to 

$600,000 for existing licenses 
has been a major obstacle for 
businesses looking to turn a 
profit, including in underserved 
neighborhoods.

“Neighborhood restaurants 
play such an essential role 
in our communities and our 

economy,” Healey said. “This 
bill will lower barriers for Bos-
ton restaurants to provide the 
services that their customers 
are looking for and help them 
succeed, while also supporting 
local nonprofits, theaters and 
outdoor spaces.

August 26, 2024 thesomerville-
newsweekly Leave a comment

Meetings for all seven wards will 
be held Mid-September through 
Mid-October

SOMERVILLE–Community
members are invited to join Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and Somerville 
City Council at the 2024 City Hall 
Community Meetings. Join us to 
get an overview of the latest City 
news, learn more about City pro-
grams and initiatives, meet your 
neighbors, find ways to
get involved, and talk with elected 
officials and City staff.

The in-person meetings kick off 
with a social half-hour with free 
pizza and kid-friendly, healthy 
snacks,
where you can chat one-on-one 
with elected officials including 
the Mayor and your Ward City 
Councilor or At-Large City Coun-
cilors as well as staff about issues 
important to you.

Mayor Ballantyne and City staff 
will then share updates on projects 
in your neighborhood, citywide 
initiatives,
and a look at neighborhood crime 
stats followed by a roughly 20-min-

ute open Q&A.

All Ward meetings will be held in 
person and one all-virtual, all-ward 
meeting will be held on Zoom and
will be accessible online or by any 
phone. Two additional, all-ward 
meetings will take place in person: 
one in Portuguese and one in 
Spanish. All in-person meetings 
will be recorded for later on-de-
mand or TV viewing.

Fall 2024 Community Meeting 
Schedule

Meetings run from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., with refreshments and meet-
and-greets starting at 6 p.m.

Unsure about which ward you live 
in? Find out with the MySomer-
ville address
lookup tool at http://www.somer-
villema.gov/mysomerville.

Ward 4 (Winter Hill, Ten Hills, and 
more):

Date: Wednesday, September 18

Location: Healey School Cafeteria, 
5 Meacham St.

Ward 3 (N. Union Sq., Prospect 
Hill, Spring Hill, Central Hill, and 
more):

Date: Monday, September 23

Location: Somerville High School 
Cafeteria, 81 Highland Ave.

Ward 7 (West Somerville, Teele Sq., 
and more):

Date: Tuesday, September 24

Location: West Somerville Neigh-
borhood School Cafeteria, 177 
Powder House
Blvd.

All Ward Meeting in Portuguese:

Date: Monday, September 30

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also 
be livestreamed on the City of 
Somerville
YouTube page and shared on the 
Portuguese language Facebook 
page fb.com/SomervilleCidade.

Ward 5 (Magoun Sq., NE Ball Sq., 
Cedar & Lowell St. areas, NW 
Porter Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 1

Location: Kennedy School Cafete-
ria, 5 Cherry St.

Ward 1 (East Somerville, Assembly 
Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 8

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Ward 6 (Greater Davis Sq. neigh-
borhood and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 9

Location: Somerville Community 
Baptist Church, 31 College Ave.

All Ward Meeting in Spanish:

Date: Tuesday, October 15

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also 
be livestreamed on the City of 
Somerville
YouTube page and shared on the 
Spanish language Facebook page 
fb.com/SomervilleCiudad.

Ward 2 (S. Union Sq., Perry and 
Lincoln Park neighborhoods, Bea-
con St. area, and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 16

Location: Argenziano School Caf-
eteria, 290 Washington St.

All Ward Virtual Meeting:

Date: Monday, October 21

Location: Online via Zoom with 
interpretation into Spanish and 
Portuguese, as well as other
languages by request. You may join 
online or call in on any phone.

Details: For sign-in information, 
please visit
http://www.somervillema.gov/
communitymeetings
or call 311 at 617-666-3311.

Interpretation into your language 
is available for all meetings upon 
advance request by contacting the
SomerViva Office of Immigrant 
Affairs at somerviva@somervil-
lema.gov
or calling 311 at 617-666-3311. 
Interpretation availability is also 
being advertised in Spanish, 
Portuguese, Haitian Kreyol, Nepali, 
Mandarin, and Cantonese.

For more information about the 
Community Meetings and to at-
tend virtually, visit somervillema.
gov/communitymeetings.
With any questions, please contact 
Kristine McNulty at kmcnulty@
somervillema.gov.

Join Somerville’s 2024 Community Meetings Series to Learn About Latest City Initiatives 
from Mayor Ballantyne and City Staff

ADD 225 LIQUOR LICENSES (H 5039)
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

Just Sayin’

Recently I had the plea-
sure of honoring Veterans 
at the Somerville Winter 
Hill Yacht Club…good 
food and spirit among 
GREAT CAPTAINS AND 
BOATS! We look forward 

to saying thanks in many 
ways. I must admit that 
after looking at news, is-
sues, movements…much 
attention goes to selfish 
and social needs. I support 
VETS coming into my 
class and relate their du-
ties to Writing skills and 
demands of them.

Watch the Army/Navy 
game with young people 
..sadly, last year in my 
English class when the 
topic was notes/ speeches, 
we watched Pence’s great 
speech to West Point ..half 
my students did not know 
what West Point was???!! 
Simple approaches to edu-

cate the world about us. 
Just sayin’. Watch Guns of 
Navarone or Green Berets 
for some real valor. Just 
sayin’

Speaking of simple, let us 
come round to local is-
sues…is it so hard to skip 
philosophy and simply 
address
Health? I have often heard 
at Council
Meetings and Zoom call 
in’s that, for ex, leaf blow-
ers should be banned ?
(I get some of the gas use) 
some of these extremists 
REALLY need to THINK. 
Last week while cleaning 
and leaf blowing, I ridded 

hunks of stuck and moldy 
leaves, dead birds, invasive 
weeds ..ALL harmful to 
health!! One called to the 
extreme that some of us 
blow light “dirt onto the 
street.”. Well, it will dis-
solve there or be driven 
over, or Washed by rain! 
Les in yard to breathe. 
Hooray for yard landscap-
ing! Simple, too, to urge 
storekeepers to clean their 
frontage each week.
But, I bet the leaf blower 
callers never thought of 
this. Bet the large MICK-
EYS can smell thru the 
Compost/Buckets…ugh. 
Just sayin’

So, I guess some thought 
to People who serve in 
simple or Big Defense 
ways can benefit …simple, 
too, to repair the HUGE 
HOLE next to Avellino’s 
at Hicks Ave, Mystic R….I 
guess this the simple way. 
the City can thank a good 
owner, good food, clean 
place is to FIX IT… there 
for over 5 years!! Just 
Sayin’

Stay tuned soon, same 
place, same weekly day for 
more News. Ciao

Sharon Deyeso
Concerned, Longtime 
Resident

As The City Of Medford Turns
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-142

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


