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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Héﬁﬁé}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinklilng about buying or selling a property, please don't hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
- representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
b l [LTRET] fl ¥ ®  Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
e " Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
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Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

YELLOW CAB

Please complete all the information requested helow:

Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball

% Medford High School Sefthall
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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Somerville/Medford Remembering Loretta M. (Gaff) Lynch

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Loretta Lynch Obituary

Loretta M. (Gaft) Lynch,
86, died on Sunday,
September 1, 2024 at her
home surrounded by her
loving family. She was
the beloved wife of the

late Francis J. Lynch. She
was raised and educated
in Chelsea, MA and was
a graduate of St. Rose
High School in Chelsea.
Loretta was employed for
many years in the medi-
cal records department at

‘ Northeast Rehabilitation
., Hospital in Salem, NH

until her retirement.

Loretta was a long-time
parishioner of St. Anne
Parish in Hampstead, NH.
Although Loretta enjoyed
participating in many
activities like traveling

to sunny places, visit-

ing casinos, shopping for
bargains at her favorite
stores, and bowling with
her friends in the women’s
league “The Debutantes”,
of Salem New Hampshire,
her main love was spend-
ing time with her family.
Her most happy moments
were spent sitting on the
beach at Angle Pond in
Sandown, NH watch-

ing her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
joyfully play around her.
Loretta is survived by her
children; Colleen Blasetti
and her husband Victor
of Atlanta, GA, Stephanie

Staff and her husband Mi-
chael of Ormand Beach,
FL, Dan Lynch and his
wife, Janet of S. Boston,
Ellen Orio of Sandown,
NH and her partner Jay
Turcotte of Sandown NH,
Scott Lynch and his wife
Kathy of Newton, NH,
Stacey Mulhall and her
husband Dan of Dan-
ville, NH, her eighteen
grandchildren, twenty
great grandchildren, her
siblings Tom Gaff and his
wife Mary Jo of Fl, Jerry
Gaff and his partner Gail
of Hampstead, NH. She
also leaves behind many

nieces and nephews. She
was sadly predeceased by
her children Dana Lynch
and Allison Lynch and her
siblings Jack Gaff, Har-
old Gaft and Jackie Ryan.
Friends and family are
invited to attend calling
hours on Sunday, Septem-
ber 8, 2024 from 1pm-
4pm at the Brookside
Chapel & Funeral Home
116 Main St., Plaistow.
Her funeral will begin

at the funeral home on
Monday, September 9

at 9:30am, followed by a
Mass of Christian Burial
at St. Anne Parish Ham-

Obituary

Healey, Carol A.- Of
Woburn, passed away on
Friday, August 30th fol-
lowing a brief illness. She
was 70 years young.

Born in Boston she was
the daughter of the late
Warren and Eleanor
(Dares) Healey

A beloved mother, grand-

Somerville/Medford Remembering Carol A. Healey

mother, and friend. She
held her grandchildren
close to her heart, espe-
cially her grand daughter
Cass. She was always
proud of her academic
achievements and her
dedication to cheerlead-
ing. In her eyes, Cass was
nothing short of heaven-
sent and the most remark-
able person.

Carol was also deeply
fond of her grand fur
baby, Stormy, whose visits
brought her immense joy.
Her daily conversations
with friends and family
were a testament to her
warmth and generosity.
She especially looked for-
ward to the annual non-
traditional Thanksgiving
gatherings, a cherished

tradition that she loved
dearly.

A lover of laughter and
games, she enjoyed telling
jokes with Cass, playing
Scrabble, and engaging

in their unique “cookies”
discussions and car ride
to no where with Cass.
Her gratitude extended
to everyone in Jackiss life,
even those she had not
met personally, reflecting
her caring nature and her
ability to make others feel
valued.

Her unconditional love
for her daughter Jacki and
her grandchildren was
evident in every aspect of
her life. She was a nurtur-
ing, kind-hearted indi-
vidual who always looked

out for others, leaving a
legacy of compassion and
affection.

She will be profoundly
missed and forever loved.
Her memory will be cher-
ished by all who knew her,
a reminder of a life lived
with love and joy.

She is the beloved mother
of Jacki Craig of An-
sonia, Ct and the late
Alicia Walker. Beloved
grandmother of Cas-
sandra Hicks of CT, Jake
Walker of Billerica and
Shawn Walker of Billerica.
Cherished sister of George
Healey and his wife Janice
of Florida and the late
Linda Healey. Dear aunt
of Lynn Kjersgard of East
Boston and Bobby Cun-

ningham of Methuen.
Also survived by many
loving great nieces and
nephews.

A graveside service will
be held on Wednesday,
September 11th at Mount
Feake Cemetery, 203
Prospect St. Waltham,
MA 02453 at. 12:00PM.
Please meet directly at the
main gate.

Relatives and friends are
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

Services will conclude
with interment at
Mount Feake Cemetery,
Waltham.

=

Obituary

Mr. Edward A. Cooper, of
Somerville, passed away
suddenly at home on

Somerville/Medford Remembering Edward A. Cooper

August 30, 2024, he was
58. Born in Boston, Eddie
was one of eight children
born to the late Josephine
(Ryerson) and Robert
Collinson. A proud mem-
ber of Teamsters Local 25,
he worked for the Water-
town branch of UPS.

Eddie was the devoted
father of Edward Cooper,
Jr and Christopher Coo-
per, both of Somerville
and beloved fiancé to their

mother, the late Donna M.
Fay, who he missed every
day since her passing in
June of 2022. Stepfather
of Joseph Hardy of New
Hampshire. Cherished
grandfather of Bella
Hardy. Dear brother of
Henry, Joan, Jeanie, Tony,
Russell and the late James
and Charles Cooper. Ed-
die is further survived

by his mother-in-law,
Patricia (Vando) Nutt

of Somerville, sister-in

law, Marianne Gullotto
and her husband John of
Arlington, brothers-in-
law, Joseph Fay and his
wife Cheryl of Tewksbury,
James Nutt of Somerville,
and Andrew Nutt and his
wife Celia of Dracut and
uncle to their families.

He loved his dogs, Mushu
and Bouncer who enjoyed
their walks around Castle
Island.

Calling Hours will be held

in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home, 855
Broadway (Powder House
Sq.) Somerville on Fri-
day, September 6th from
4:00PM to 7:00PM, with a
Prayer Service beginning
at 6:30PM. Relatives and
friends invited to attend.

Interment will be held
privately.

Tbe Som
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Somerville’s Rat Infestation is Getting Worse

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News
Weekly Speakup Line,

These are photos of my
son's car from last night.
The rats got underneath
the hood and ate his wires
and belt. One of the rats in
the photo is alive.

One is dead, probably
from indigestion, but this
piece of work of an absen-
tee mayor that we have is
not doing a thing about
it. People cannot even go
in their own backyards in

fear of being overtaken by
rats.

I know that if you were
the mayor today the situa-
tion would’ve been solved
just like you promised in
your campaign speech
when you ran for mayor.
It’s sad but people
should've listened to you,
but now they are suffering.

Hopefully, you will run for §

mayor again.

Sincerely,
Another disgusted resi-
dent of Somerville

School Violence and the Importance of Police Officers for Protection:

Dear Somerville School Parents
and News Stations,

Continued from front page

B

I am writing to express my
concern about the recent rise
in school violence that has left
many parents, students, and ed-
ucators anxious about safety in

| our local schools. As an active

community member, I believe
it is crucial to open a dialogue
about effective strategies to
protect our children and ensure
a safe learning environment.

The alarming increase in violent
incidents has sparked discus-
sions about the role of law en-
forcement in schools. I strongly
support having police officers
stationed on school grounds as
part of a broader safety strategy.

These officers serve not only as
a deterrent to violence but also
as trained responders who can
immediately address danger-
ous situations. In a time when
swift action is essential, their
presence could be the difference
between life and death.

Police officers are often seen

as a visible authority figure,
which can prevent incidents
from escalating. Beyond this,
they build relationships with
students, creating a sense of
trust and safety. Many offi-
cers involved in school safety
programs take an active role
in mentoring students, helping

them make better choices and
providing a positive influence
in their lives.

While I understand concerns
about the militarization of
school campuses, I believe that
the benefits of having a profes-
sional and trained law enforce-
ment presence outweigh the
risks. It is important to ensure
that these officers are equipped
with appropriate train-

ing, including de-escalation
techniques and mental health
awareness, so they can interact
effectively with students in
distress.

So many all the time! Don’t
forget the library closes at 2pm-
4pm for lack of security.

I urge you to highlight this
important conversation in your
coverage of school violence.
Our children deserve a safe
environment in which to learn
and thrive, and law enforce-
ment plays a critical role in
making that possible.

Thank you for your attention to
this matter.

Sincerely,

William Tauro

Somerville to Host 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony

Community invited to gather
in honor of those lost and those
who served

SOMERVILLE—To mark the
23d anniversary of the 9/11
attacks, Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne and the City of Somerville
Department of Veterans’ Ser-
vices invite the community to a
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony
on Wednesday, September 11,
at 6 p.m. in Davis Square.

All are invited to gather for the
ceremony at the 9/11 Memorial
in Davis Square (on the island
at the intersection of Highland
Avenue and Elm Street).

The observance will honor

all victims of 9/11 as well as
first responders, workers, and
volunteers who rushed to the
scene to save lives or to later
help carry out the dangerous
cleanup. It will include a mo-
ment of silence and feature an
invocation and benediction

by Father Paul Coughlin as well
as remarks by Mayor Ballantyne
and Veterans Director Jerome
Thomas.

A bagpipe tribute including
“Amazing Grace” will follow,
and attendees will be given
individual roses to place on the
9/11 Memorial. The ceremony
will be framed by the presenta-

tion of and retiring of the colors
(national, state, and unit flags)
by the

Honor Guards of the Somer-
ville Police and Somerville Fire
Department.

For more information, please
email veterans@somervillema.
gov or

contact 311 at 617-666-3311.

Accessibility

Persons with disabilities who
need auxiliary aids and services
for effective communication
(i.e., CART, ASL), written
materials in alternative formats,
or reasonable modifications

in policies and procedures to
access the

programs, activities, and meet-
ings of the City of Somerville
should please contact Adri-
enne Pomeroy in advance at
617-625-6600 x 2059 or apome-
roy@somervillema.gov.

Interpretation and Translation
via SOIA

Efforts to secure interpretation
into any language will be made
upon advance request (at least
seven days in advance) by con-
tacting the SomerViva Office of
Immigrant Affairs at somervil-
lema.gov/ContactSomerViva or
calling 311 at 617-666-3311.

GovTV Recording for Later
Viewing

This event will be videotaped by
the City’s GovTV team. Watch
it on-demand with optional
closed-captioning (select the
CCicon) on

YouTube.com/SomervilleC-
ityT'V. Or watch on cable TV

at GovT'V Comcast Ch. 22 and
GovTV Astound (RCN) Ch. 13
& 613. Videos generally post
within one to two business days
of recording.

Superior

Air Conditioning

- e

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

"l” Green Cab & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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Somerville Kicks Off Community Engagement for “Elm-Beacon Connector”
Street Safety Project with Sept 25 Virtual Community Meeting

City will offer many diverse oppor-
tunities to get involved in “quick-
build” safety upgrades planned

for portions of Elm Street, Somer-
ville Avenue, Beacon Street and
Mossland Street.

SOMERVILLE—As part of the
City’s intensive efforts to improve
traffic safety for all, planning for
the City’s

new Elm-Beacon Connector street
safety improvement project is get-
ting underway. All are invited to
help inform the project, which ex-
tends across four city wards on Elm
Street, Somerville Avenue, Beacon
Street, and Mossland Street.

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Ward
6 Councilor Lance Davis, Ward 5
Councilor Naima Sait,

Ward 3 Councilor Ben Ewen-
Campen, Ward 2 Councilor J.T.
Scott, and City Staff invite you to
participate in a range of feedback
opportunities launching this fall.

The community engagement and
design process will begin with a
virtual community meeting on
Wednesday, September 25, from 6
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Visit somervil-
lema.gov/elmbeacon

to attend. At this meeting,

City staff will introduce the project
and provide residents with the
opportunity to ask questions and
share their experiences. Public
feedback opportunities on both the
initial planning and then the design
of the project will continue over the
coming year.

More information about this
project and opportunities to get
involved are included below.

Project Overview and Timeline

The Elm-Beacon Connector project
is intended to improve safety
through a range of treatments
including

crosswalk improvements, traffic
calming, separated bicycle facilities,
and bus service improvements.

The project area includes:

Elm Street from Russell Street to
Somerville Avenue

Somerville Avenue from Elm Street
to Acadia Park

Mossland Street from Elm Street to
Somerville Avenue

Beacon Street from Somerville
Avenue to Oxford Street

The City

plans to engage community mem-
bers and develop the new design
from September 2024 through June
2025. Installation of the new safety
and mobility features is anticipated
to take place in fall 2025.

The Elm-Beacon Connector is a
“quick-build project;”

which means that all of the work
can be done without digging or
making major structural changes to
the street (such as moving sidewalk
curbs or changing the height of

the road). Instead, the City will use
materials that are quicker to install
like vertical

plastic posts and paint markings
on the street. This approach allows
us to deliver safety improvements
faster and more affordably than full
street reconstruction.

How to Get Involved

The City will offer a mix of in-
person and virtual engagement op-
portunities throughout the design
process,

including:

Online and in-person surveys

Community meetings for the
general public, Kennedy school
community, and more

Street outreach with neighborhood
pop-ups and tabling at community
events

Direct outreach to local businesses
“Office hours” drop-in events

The first event is a virtual com-
munity meeting on Wednesday;,
September 25, from 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m.

Attend the meeting, learn more
about the project by visiting
somervillema.gov/elmbeacon.

Policy Background

The City’s efforts to increase safety
on our streets are guided by our
goals to both keep community
members

physically safe as well as to achieve
our climate action goal to shift
more trips to sustainable modes of
travel like public transit, walking,
biking, and rolling. You can learn
more about this work in the plans
below.

Somerville’s

Vision

Zero Action Plan to eliminate
traffic fatalities and reduce severe
injuries within our transportation
system

The Somerville

Bicycle

Network Plan which aims to create
bike facilities for people of all ages
and abilities to safely get around
the City

The City’s

Climate

Forward Plan to reduce carbon
emissions and increase active and
sustainable transportation options.

Somerville’s recently passed Safe
Streets Ordinance reaffirms the
City’s commitment to accelerating
work toward these goals through
the implementation of forward-
looking design and safety practices.

More About this Quick-Build
Project

The City aims to make the follow-
ing safety improvements as part of
this project:

Protected Bike Lanes (Elm Street
and Somerville Avenue)

The City of Somerville is working
to implement quick-build pro-
tected bike lanes

along Elm Street from Russell
Street to Somerville Avenue and
Somerville Avenue from Mossland
Street to Elm Street, in accordance
with the

City’s

Bicycle Network Plan.

Mossland Street Neighborway

Mossland Street will become a
neighborway. Neighborways are
walk-, roll-, and-bike

friendly streets that create a low-
stress and high comfort experience
on residential streets. Neighbor-
ways provide a two-way connection
for people biking even if the street
is one-way for vehicular traffic.

Crossing Safety Improvements

City staff will also work to improve
safety for people using crosswalks
by increasing

visibility at intersections and
exploring options for increased
pavement markings and signage at
critical crosswalks.

Bus Service Improvements

The City will be working to im-
prove the experience of people who
ride the bus in the area. We will be
exploring bus-stop locations as well
as changes to traffic light timing
that could reduce bus delays.

Parking Impacts

These planned safety improvements
will require reducing the number
of on-street parking spaces.

With this in mind, the City is com-
mitted to work with local residents
and businesses to employ creative
approaches parking management.
This includes regulating curb use
and developing strategies that make
the best use of limited parking
resources.

Questions and comments can be
submitted at any point by emailing
transportation@somervillema.gov
and by calling 311 (617-666-3311).

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

BEACONEN!

SHINE BRIGHTER WITH BEACON: SOLAR
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY HOME AND

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on
its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

BUSINESS — INCLUDING COMMUNITY
SOLAR FOR SHARED SAVINGS!

Embrace solar power with flexible options
for both commercial and residential
properties.

Steve McLaughlin

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Commander VWS (0@ gmail o om

Contact Us
. 888-3POWER4

¢ www.beaconenergy.net

Join our community solar program and
share the benefits of a large solar farm
without installing panels at your business!
Enjoy energy credits and lower electric
bills with your share of the energy
produced.

Discover a brighter, more sustainable
future with Beacon's diverse solar
solutions!

-

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and
bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating
and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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REPRESENTATIVES’ 2024 ROLL CALL
ATTENDANCE RECORDS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 6 2024

By Bob Katzen

The House has held 129
roll calls in 2024. Beacon
Hill Roll Call tabulates the
number of roll calls on
which each representative
was present and voting,
and then calculates that
number as a percentage
of the total roll call votes
held. That percentage is
the number referred to

as the roll call attendance
record.

In the House, 67.3 percent

(107 representatives out of

159) did not miss any roll
calls and have 100 percent

roll call attendance re-
cords; while 32.7 percent
(52 representatives out of
159) have missed one or
more roll calls.

The worst roll call atten-
dance record belongs to
Rep. Alan Silvia (D-Fall
River) who missed 69 roll
calls for a roll call atten-
dance record of only 46.5
percent.

Rounding out the repre-
sentatives with the top
five worst records were
Reps. Brian Ashe (D-
Longmeadow) and Dawne
Shand (D-Newburyport)

who each missed 23 roll
calls (82.1 percent roll call
attendance record); Smitty
Pignatelli (D-Lenox) who
missed 18 roll calls (86.0
percent roll call atten-
dance record); and John
Rogers (D-Norwwod)
who missed 13 roll calls
(89.9 percent roll call at-
tendance record.)

The next representatives
with the worst records are
Reps. John Barrett (D-
North Adams) and Carol
Doherty (D-Taunton)
who each missed 11 roll
calls (91.4 percent roll call
attendance record); Ruth

Balser (D-Newton), Dave
Rogers (D-Cambridge)
and Marc Lombardo
(R-Billerica) who each
missed ten roll calls (92.2
percent roll call atten-
dance record); Marjorie
Decker (D-Cambridge)
who missed nine roll
calls (93.0 percent roll
call attendance record;
and Patrick Kearney (D-
Scituate), Tom Stanley (D-
Waltham), Chynah Tyler
(D-Roxbury) and Erika
Uyterhoeven (D-Somer-
ville) who each missed
eight roll calls (93.7 per-
cent roll call attendance
record).

Beacon Hill Roll Call
contacted all of these
representatives to ask
why they missed some
roll calls. Only six of the
15 responded. The other
nine were contacted three
times by Beacon Hill Roll
Call but did not respond.
The list of nonrespon-
dents consists of Reps.
Ashe, Barrett, Balser,
Decker, Stanley, Tyler,
Uyterhoeven, Kearney,
and Dave Rogers.

TAX COLLECTOR CAN WAIVE UP TO 50 PERCENT OF LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES (H 2971)

Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

The House have initial
approval to a bill that al-
lows local tax collectors in
cities and towns to waive
up to 50 percent of the
total property tax liability,
including interest, charges
and fees, of any home-
owner in any tax period.

“[This bill] is a cru-

cial piece of legislation,
especially in the current
economic climate, as it
provides much needed
relief for taxpayers, par-
ticularly seniors who are
often on fixed incomes,”
said sponsor Rep. Marcus
Vaughn (R-Wrentham).
“For many seniors, prop-
erty taxes and other local
taxes can be a significant
burden, especially in

times of economic uncer-
tainty. As costs of living
continue to rise, and many
seniors struggle with
limited income from pen-
sions or Social Security,
the flexibility offered by
[this bill] can make a criti-
cal difference. By allowing
tax collectors to waive a
portion of these costs, this
bill provides seniors with
greater financial breathing

room, potentially enabling
them to remain in their
homes and communities
without the fear of falling
into debt or facing tax-
related penalties.”

Vaughn continued, “In
the context of today’s
economic challenges, such
as inflation and rising
healthcare expenses, [the
bill] is a compassionate

measure that recognizes
the need to support our
seniors and other vulnera-
ble citizens. It promotes fi-
nancial stability and peace
of mind, ensuring that
seniors are not unduly
penalized for tax burdens
they may find increasingly
difficult to manage.”

PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND EMTS (H 2832)

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial

approval to legislation that

would allow cities and
towns to establish a pro-

gram to reduce the prop-
erty tax for volunteer, call
or auxiliary firefighters
and EMTs in exchange for
their services. The reduc-
tion would be in addition

to any other exemption or
abatement to which the
person is entitled but the
measure limits the total
reduction of property
taxes for any individual to

$2,500.

“This bill was filed to show

appreciation and value for
the sacrifice of volunteer
firefighters and EMTs

in many Massachusetts
communities without full
time fire departments,’
said sponsor Rep. Steven
Howitt (R-Seekonk).

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

Call for FREE Project
Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Steps & Stairs, Basements,
Tuckpointing, Driveway
Repair, Paver Driveways,
Patio & Walkway, Retain-
ing Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair /
Rebuild,

Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning,
Roof Cleaning, Siding,
Painting, Carpentry, Win-
dow Repairs / Replace-

ment

Full remodel interior work
carried out!

“Free chimney drone in-
spections also $50 special
on gutter cleaning”

Full remodel intarior waork carriad out!

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUGCTION LLC
857-228-6682

1-888-480-BE85

Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSG-00188799-00

Call for FREE Projact Evaluation
Speak to Our Staff

Mew Aools, Rool Repain, Steps & Stairs, Baserments, Teckpointing,
Driveway Repair, Paves Driveways, Pabo & Walkway, Retaining

Walls, Foundation Repalr, Chimney Repair ¢ Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting, Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

213083

“Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

HIC Rregisiration
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
’ * Manicure & Pedicure * Gel Manicure - nni :
' # NextAppt. Date Time AskFor____ I o e
| ' 45 gﬁ{[ @0‘1&#&?@ (vailable { )
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Fully Insured
Lic # 28182

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145

| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC

_ SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

1-800-436-5980

Direct: 781-858-8314
Fax: 781-396-1084

Office: 781-396-4192
617-623-6459

@ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net BEB

BBB
www.snakeitaway.net ——
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from

Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to

perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE

617-285-0522

NIONAKIS
CONSTRUCTIO

SOMERWILLE ha

617-2B5-0522

CARPENTERS AND L

B

BORERS

HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidate

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualification
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

(WANTED

Call for FREE Project Evalua-
tion
Speak to Our Staff

New Roofs, Roof Repair, Steps
& Stairs, Basements, Tuckpoint-
ing, Driveway Repair, Paver
Driveways, Patio & Walkway,
Retaining Walls, Foundation
Repair, Chimney Repair / Re-
build, Waterproofing, Fencing,
Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof
Cleaning, Siding, Painting,
Carpentry, Window Repairs /
Replacement

Full remodel interior work car-
ried out!

RHINO ROOFING & MA-
SONRY

(857)397-5992
1(800)519-1249

Fully Insured! Ins Policy GL-
SISCTC006815824

“Free chimney drone inspec-
tions also $50 special on gutter
cleaning”

RHINO ROOFING
& MASONRY

New Roofs
Roof Repair
Gutters
Steps & Stairs
Basements
Tuckpointing
Driveway Repair
Paver Driveways
Patio & Walkway
Retaining Walls
Foundation Repair
Chimney Repair / Rebuild
Waterproofing
Fencing
Pressure Wash Cleaning
Roof Cleaning
Siding
Painting
Carpentry
Window Repairs / Replacement

www.rhinoroofingandmasonry.com

/,/ p N
| NSURED
-y
g »

L S <

Policy GLSISCTC006815824

rhinoroofingandmasonry2024@gmail.com 857-391.5992

377 Willard st Quincy MA 02169

160 Alife Brook Pkwy, Cambridge MA 02138

800-519-1249 =
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e
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Our Website

Google

Customer Reviews

This Week’s Quotable Quotes On Beacon Hill

By Bob Katzen

“Reducing the amount

of waste we produce - by
reusing, repairing, rescu-
ing, and donating what we
already have - has the big-
gest direct impact on our
ability to meet our waste
reduction goals. Funding
these projects ensures we
have the infrastructure

to tackle waste reduction
right here in Massachu-
setts.”

— Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection Commissioner
Bonnie Heiple announc-
ing the the awarding pf
$140,126 in microgrants

to organizations, mu-
nicipalities and academic
institutions focused on
reducing waste generation
and prolonging the lifespan
of products by offering
donation, rescue, reuse and
repair services across the
state.

“Massachusetts is the num-
ber one state for women,
for having a baby and for
raising a family. That’s in
large part due to our com-
mitment to making the
strongest child care and
early education invest-
ments in the country. Our
nation-leading efforts have
added thousands of new
child care slots across the

state, and were continu-
ing to partner with the
Legislature to make child
care more affordable and
support our hardworking
providers.”

—Gov. Maura Healey on
what she calls Massachu-
setts’ national leadership
when it comes to making
child care more affordable
and accessible.

“This is yet another ex-
ample of the extreme lack
of government oversight of
taxpayer dollars. Ordinary
Massachusetts taxpayers
are already struggling with
inflation and the high cost
of living in our state. It’s

a slap in the face that the

Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration shows such little
respect for how Massachu-
setts residents’ hard-earned
money is being spent.”

— MassGOP Chair Amy
Carnevale commenting

on a recent Boston Herald
report revealing that EBT
cards issued to Massachu-
setts welfare recipients
have been used out of state,
including in popular vaca-
tion destinations such as
Hawaii, the Virgin Islands,
Alaska and in 165 cities
and towns in California, as
well as 293 cities and towns
in Florida, among many
others across the nation.

“Massachusetts’ clean en-

ergy transition will deliver
benefits to every com-
munity, including more
high-paying jobs, cleaner
air, improved public health
and lower energy costs. We
are proud to support mu-
nicipalities as they make
these investments, and we
will continue to work with
them to reduce our reli-
ance on dirty fossil fuels.”
— Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs Secretary
Rebecca Tepper announc-
ing more than $7.4 million
in grants for communities
across Massachusetts to
fund clean energy projects.
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William “Billy” Tauro Candidate for Registrar of Deeds CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER

11

Save the date! You're invited!

William “Billy” Tauro

Committee to Elect William
Tauro, PO Box 542 - Somer-
ville Ma 02143 or by using

IC{Ian'd'i[date io]; ; it)hT attachbed cqntritbu\t/ifc?ﬁ'link Committee to Elect

egistrar of Deeds elow or by going to William- = - -

CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER  tauro.com William “Billy” Tauro
Your contribution is greatly

ELVIS vs SINATRA appreciated. p resents

Two Great Entertainers
Dimitrios Stavropoulos as Elvis
o Dom Catino as Sinatra

Come Out and Show Your Sup-
port for

Southern Middlesex County’s
next Registrar of Deeds Wil-
liam “Billy” Tauro

Info email: Wmtauro@aol.com
or please (617)293-2016

Suggested Donation Options:
$25. $50. $100. $250.

Click on link below to contrib-
ute here to Committee to Elect
William Tauro for Registrar of
Deeds of Southern Middlesex

Wednesday October 9th 6-9pm  County
https://politics.raisethemoney.
Premiere on Broadway com/en/wtauro

517 Broadway Somerville, MA
02145

Time: 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.

Appetizers « Cash Bar » Live
Entertainment « DJ « Dancing
Good Friends

No Cover Charge, But Contri-
butions Are Greatly Appreci-
ated!

Contributions can also be sent
to:

Please make checks payable to:
Committee to Elect William
Tauro

(No corporate or business
checks accepted)

“When Just Ok, Just Isn’t Good
Enough!”

Paid for by Committee to Elect
William Tauro

ELVIS vs SINATRA
Live In Person

PREINIT
S
A

Wednesday, Oct 9th
6-9 PM

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS | (v |
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL

(781) 589-4115

- mdgl

SOMEMYILLE AND METHCIRD

PLANT

Dental implants | Orthodontics | Perlodontics
Sedation Den

tistry | Cosmetics

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin

P , Dental Implants and IV S
617-591.9888 508-872-2624
281 Broadway - Somerville, MA02145 100 Concord St Suit 1E - Framingham, MAD1702
drbrendan@dentplant.com

& SEALCOATING

781-646-1777

234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway,
Cambridge, Ma. 02141

} o @ i'

Remote Starters
from $169.99 installed

Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
Range antenna ($50 dollar value) for free Plus
$20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING
~ COMMERCIAL PAINTING
+POWER WASHING
+INTERIOR PAINTING

< EXTERIOR PAINTING
+KITCHEN REMODELING +GENERAL CONTRACTOR
+BATHROOM REMODELING < NEW CONSTRUCTION

1-617-970-9063

Beniaminhomeimprovementma.cont™

CSL LICENSE NO, 114048 | HIC LICENSE NO, 196838 .

< CARPENTRY WORK
+GUTTERS
< ROOFING
+HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

+HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR

177227014

/

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

Carlonneac

Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
« Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap *Pipe Wrap ¢ Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
« Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing AU of New England
Since 1985

k $e e =
= = S [ = -
WE DELIVER;THE,MOST DEPEHDHBLE(ﬁFFUIIDABLE 'ROLLS

" DFF.DUMPSTER|RENTALSTHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND'}

MILLENNIUM ®5TF  MILLENNIUM
2017

» We service Boston and Greater New England
« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.

* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5955

WWW.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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Residential Fully Insured
Commercial 1 Lic # 28182

SAVING PEOPLE.
ONEDOG ATATIME™

nfo@swe
swiitnwsns.scu:pnc’

@sweetpawsrescy!

Floral Desigﬂs SUPREME
Somentio MA 02125 DIGITAL

617-764-1428

wagnerfloraldesigns.com MARKETING
tacebock.com/WagnerfloralDesigns f* ; 4% 9 78 - 5 9 5 - 2 82 8

wagnerleandro2@hotmail.com

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678
(617) 623-5678
. m" (617) 623-9046

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALUTO SERVICE GEMTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REPAIR
STATE IMSPECTION STICKERS
ABE 5. MANSOUR
ELIAS Y. MANSOUR o EE!?! I_:!-'?".I'-.D_a'-x‘-

Premiere on Broadway
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#TeamTauroForReglstrarOfDeed52024

William "Billy" Tauro
For
South Middlesex County
Registrar Of Deeds

Sy T

#TEAMTAU ROforReglstrarOfDeeds

72021 [

'_' EMBER 5

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPENI

_ll.l ':...r- :1:.I1 3 .!;: . 'I-II'*'I'I-I'-‘.'I-J:I. ]
" 1 1 -

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

Manage Your Entire 2@ Green Cah & Yellow Cah
GREEN CAB Taxi Experience

Through Our Mobile
App! 617-625-5000

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept Due to °V°""E'°|mi"ﬂ i
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside responss;WeliSER
Our Taxis. our $10 discount on

Or Place Your Card on File in Our
App!

William "Billy" Tauro
For
South Middlesex County
Registrar Of Deeds

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping
=65 Green Ca & Yellow Cah and More
8 BERKSHIRE (781)395-1200

617-625-5000 H‘%EHEQHW%AY (800)793-3746

response, we've extended ; 5 “ JOhn Buccelli

v o Real Estate Professional « Broker Associate
our $10 discount on : - . Sellers Save Thousands! ' i
Logan airport rides. LA Call about our 2.5% Savings Program — ~
AR TN S S T MILLENNIUM
buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue * Somerville MA 02144

WHERE
illioy VFA Post
3;1 mﬂmmw

u"“m"mﬂ“m
DILBOY VW POST 529

ru:nnuunemmnmmm
WiiE C1LASME JIAW HARBINGTON AND 3AL
WIMGECE HOSTED BY LKLY TIE PRODOCTIONS.
LAFTLE AMD OTHER FRIEES
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LONG TERM CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING (H 5033)
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By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into law

a bill making changes to the
state’s long term care and as-
sisted living industry that sup-
porters said will make sweeping
reforms to these two industries
and will take a powerful step
toward delivering high quality
and safe care for older residents
across the state.

“In Massachusetts, we are
committed to making sure our
aging residents and their loved
ones can trust that they are
receiving the highest quality of
care from qualified staff at their
long-term care or assisted living
facilities,” said Gov. Healey.

“This bill helps to provide them
with that peace of mind, while
also ensuring our hardwork-
ing providers have the re-
sources and support they need
to succeed in this important
career. We are also proud to be
enhancing protections for older
LGBTQ+ residents to ensure
they receive the specialized care
they need free from discrimina-
tion”

The bill includes provisions
related to basic health services
administered in assisted living
facilities and oversight of long-
term care facilities, including
creation of a program for the
certification, training and over-
sight of certified medication
aides who would be authorized

to administer medications to
residents of long-term care
facilities; several new initiatives
to recruit and retain a dedicated
long-term care workforce;
allowing assisted living resi-
dences to offer basic health ser-
vices such as helping a resident
administer drops, manage their
oxygen or take a home diagnos-
tic test; giving the Executive Of-
fice of Elder Affairs new powers
to penalize non-compliance by
allowing it to fine assisted living
residences up to $500 per day;
and authorizing the attorney
general to file a civil action
against a person who commits
abuse, mistreatment or neglect
of a patient or resident.

Other provisions allow the

Department of Public Health
(DPH) to limit, restrict or
revoke a long-term care facil-
ity’s license for cause, such as
substantial or sustained failure
to provide adequate care, sub-
stantial or sustained failure to
comply with laws or regulations
or lack of financial capacity to
operate a facility; streamline the
process for small house nursing
homes to be licensed; direct
DPH to establish and imple-
ment training and education
programs on topics such as in-
fection prevention and control,
resident care plans and staff
safety programs; and require
long-term care facilities to de-
velop individualized outbreak
response plans to contain the

spread of disease and ensure
consistent communication with
DPH, residents, families, and
staff.

The measure also would require
each long-term care facility to
provide staff training on the
rights and care of LGBTQ+
older adults and older adults
living with HIV; forbid any
long-term care facility and its
staff from discriminating based
in whole or in part on a person’s
sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity, gender expression, intersex
status or HIV status, whether
through the denial of admis-
sion, medical or non-medical
care, access to restrooms or
through room assignments.

LONG TERM CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING (H 5033)

Bob Katzen

The House and Senate approved
and sent to Gov. Healey a new ver-
sion of a bill making changes to the
state’s long term care and assisted
living industry that supporters said
will make sweeping reforms to
these two industries and will take
a powerful step toward delivering
high quality and safe care for older
residents across the state.

The bill includes provisions related
to basic health services adminis-
tered in assisted living facilities
and oversight of long-term care
facilities, including creation of

a program for the certification,
training and oversight of certified
medication aides who would be
authorized to administer medica-
tions to residents of long-term care
facilities; several new initiatives

to recruit and retain a dedicated
long-term care workforce; allow-
ing assisted living residences to
offer basic health services such

as helping a resident administer
drops, manage their oxygen or
take a home diagnostic test; giv-
ing the Executive Office of Elder
Affairs new powers to penalize
non-compliance by allowing it to
fine assisted living residences up to
$500 per day; and authorizing the
attorney general to file a civil ac-
tion against a person who commits
abuse, mistreatment or neglect of a
patient or resident.

Other provisions allow the Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH) to
limit, restrict or revoke a long-term
care facility’s license for cause, such
as substantial or sustained failure
to provide adequate care, substan-
tial or sustained failure to comply

with laws or regulations or lack
of financial capacity to operate a
facility; streamline the process for
small house nursing homes to be
licensed; direct DPH to establish
and implement training and educa-
tion programs on topics such as
infection prevention and control,
resident care plans and staff safety
programs; and require long-term
care facilities to develop individu-
alized outbreak response plans to
contain the spread of disease and
ensure consistent communication
with DPH, residents, families, and
staff.

The measure also would require
each long-term care facility to
provide staff training on the rights
and care of LGBTQ+ older adults
and older adults living with HIV;
forbid any long-term care facility
and its staff from discriminating

based in whole or in part on a
person’s sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, inter-
sex status or HIV status, whether
through the denial of admission,
medical or non-medical care, ac-
cess to restrooms or through room
assignments.

“This legislation couldn’t have
come at a more critical time when
more oversight and accountability
are needed in long-term care,” said
Rep. Tom Stanley (D-Waltham),
House chair of the Committee on
Elder Affairs. “[The bill] marks the
first major legislative reform to our
long term care and assisted living
industries in over a quarter of a
century. This legislation enhances
both access to and quality of care
in long-term care settings, tightens
suitability standards for opera-
tors, strengthens supports for the

long-term care workforce and
permanently allows assisted living
residences to offer basic health
services to their residents”

“This landmark legislation is the
culmination of years of advocacy
and collaboration among so many
people committed to improving
life for our family, friends and
neighbors residing or working

in long-term care, assisted living
and the community;” said Sen. Pat
Jehlen (D-Somerville), Senate chair
of the Elder Affairs Committee.
“There is always more work to do
but we have agreed on policy that
will surely have a positive impact
on quality of care, transparency
and oversight and planning for the
future”

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford

COCO FLOW STYLE

www.thesomervillenewsweekly.com

Thank You Somerville& Medford

“Now with 40 Full Pages’

www.medfordnewsweekly.com

BARBER SHOP

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”

(857)233-6748

25 Cents

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70

BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628 0847
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RENAME THE MASSACHUSETTS REHABILITATION COMMISSION (S 2941)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate ap-
proved and sent to Gov. Healey
legislation that would rename
the Massachusetts Rehabilita-
tion Commission to MassAbil-
ity, a change that supporters say
will better define the agency’s
role in supporting residents
with disabilities to live inde-
pendently. The legislation also
removes offensive terminology
in the Massachusetts General
Laws referring to people with

disabilities in sections of the
law that pertain to MassAbility.

Supporters said the name
change reflects the intention

to empower individuals living
with disabilities and move
away from outdated terminol-
ogy as the office undergoes
broad changes toward a more
expansive model for disability
employment services and inde-
pendent living.

“As lawmakers, we know that

words matter;” said Speaker of
the House Ron Mariano (D-
Quincy). “This legislation is our
latest effort to ensure that our
state laws do not use antiquated
words that carry negative con-
notations, words that also serve
as a reminder of past injustices.”

“This legislation is not just a
name change but a mission
enhancement,” said Sen. Nick
Collins, Senate Chair of the
Committee on State Adminis-
tration and Regulatory Over-

sight. “By defining the com-
monwealth’s response now with
emphasis on the abilities of

our citizens, we are taking the
MassAbility Commission in a
new proactive, positive direc-
tion to better serve the commu-
nity’s needs”

“The language we use is im-
portant,” said Rep. Antonio E
D. Cabral (D-New Bedford),
House Chair of the Commit-
tee on State Administration
and Regulatory Oversight.

“Changing the agency’s name to
MassAbility represents a shift in
the perception on disability, fo-
cusing instead on the strengths,
skills and capabilities of every
individual. This new name of
the agency reduces stigma and
emphasizes equal access, self-
determination, and inclusion.

I believe, as MassAbility, the
agency will project the abili-
ties rather than the barriers for
jobseekers.”

ADD 225 LIQUOR LICENSES (H 5039)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate
approved and sent to

Gov. Maura Healey a bill
adding 225 new alcohol
licenses for the City of
Boston over the next three
years.

Supporters said the
licenses would be distrib-

uted across 13 Boston zip
codes, expanding equity
for restaurant owners in
historically underrepre-
sented parts of the city
and boosting economic
opportunity in commu-
nities of color that have
been systemically exclud-
ed for decades.

“I'm proud to have worked
with my colleagues in the

House and Senate to add
additional liquor licenses
to underserved neighbor-
hoods across Boston,”

said Sen. Nick Collins
(D-South Boston). “These
additional licenses will
improve the sustainability
of existing small business-
es, create opportunities for
new businesses, and create
economic vibrancy on our
main streets.”

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRtGERmm '
====—s=——==N ANDOVER, MA

“I am proud to support
this equitable proposal
that will give an economic
boost to restaurants and
small businesses across
Boston, especially in com-
munities of color that his-
torically haven't had much
access to these licenses,”
said Sen. Sal DiDomenico
(D-Everett).

“Expanding liquor li-

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

censes in these Boston
neighborhoods means
expanding economic op-
portunity and equity into
critical areas that have
been underrepresented
for too long,” said Senate
President Karen Spilka
(D-Ashland).
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City of Somerville Honoring Serving Chief of Police Charles Femino

Continued from front pagge
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for Over 30 Years of Dis-
tinguished Service
Femino to Retire this Fall

SOMERVILLE - On
behalf of the City of
Somerville, Mayor Kat-
jana Ballantyne is extend-
ing her deepest gratitude
to interim Police Chief
Charles Femino for his
exceptional leadership and
unwavering dedication

to the Somerville Police
Department.

Chief Femino, who
stepped into the role of
Acting Police Chief dur-
ing the height of the pan-
demic in December 2020,
has guided the depart-
ment through one of the
most challenging periods
in recent history, leaving a
lasting impact on both the
department and the com-
munity.

“We will always be deeply
grateful for Chief Femino’s
service and dedication to

Somerville,” said Mayor
Ballantyne. “His legacy

of leadership and com-
mitment to justice will
continue to inspire our
work as we move forward.
We are deeply grateful

for his deft ability to steer
the department through
unprecedented challenges
while continuing to im-
prove operations, enhance
public safety, and advance
our goals for community-
focused policing. His
tenure has been nothing
short of remarkable.”
Chief Femino’s career in
law enforcement spans
over three decades, be-
ginning with his distin-
guished service in the
Somerville Police Depart-
ment from 1984 to 2014.
During his tenure, he
served in several key roles,
including Chief of Detec-
tives for over 15 years,
Deputy Chief, and Acting
Chief from 2013 to 2014.

After his initial retire-
ment from the Somerville
Police Department, Chief
Femino continued his
public service as the Chief
of Police for Endicott
College before returning
to Somerville to serve

as Acting Chief for over
three years, allowing the
City to recruit a successor
to continue his important
work in Somerville.

A highly respected figure
within the department
and beyond, Chief Femino
holds a Juris Doctor from
the New England School
of Law, a Master’s in Edu-
cation from Boston Uni-
versity, and a Bachelor’s

in Criminal Science from
Northeastern University.
His academic achieve-
ments, coupled with his
extensive experience, have
made him a formidable
leader and an invaluable
asset to the Somerville
Police Department.

YOU DONT

NEED A

REASON To

HELP

{* b=k

Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

and please join the group!

Somerville is overwhelming.

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square

Give what you can, Take what you need
Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

in Union Square.

Frank Santangelo

e LTI
e
wl L

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,

$ Blessing Backpack Checklist <(

BASICS: TOILETRIES
_ Wool beame {hat} _ Multi-purpose wipses
Smart wool socks Chagistick

__ Gloves __Facial wipes
_ Scarf _ Muopisturizer

__ Comib
FOOD & DRIMNEK Toothbrush & tooth paste
_ Quality nstant colfee _ Grooming kit
~ Tea
__ Energy drink SURVIVAL
__ Beef prky __ First aid kit
__ Dwied fruit __ Water botile with built in filter
__ Fruit leathers __ Heat-pack
__ Trail mix __ Muli-purpose ool
_ Nuts
__ Granoda bars TREATS
__ Protein powder packets _ Chocolates
__ Restaurant gift cards __ Fruit snacks

__ Cookie snack packs
HELP THEM CONNECT __ Candy {individually wrapped}
__Jourmal & pen __ Minis
__ Statignany __ Chewing gum
__ Slamps
__ Pre-paid phone card SPLURGE:

Starbucks. gift card
__ Compact reusable bag

Somerville Computers

S
il

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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Join Somerville’s 2024 Community Meetings Series to Learn About Latest City Initiatives
from Mayor Ballantyne and City Staff
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August 26, 2024 thesomerville-
newsweekly Leave a comment

Meetings for all seven wards will
be held Mid-September through
Mid-October

SOMERVILLE-Community
members are invited to join Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne and Somerville
City Council at the 2024 City Hall
Community Meetings. Join us to
get an overview of the latest City
news, learn more about City pro-
grams and initiatives, meet your
neighbors, find ways to

get involved, and talk with elected
officials and City staff.

The in-person meetings kick oft
with a social half-hour with free
pizza and kid-friendly, healthy
snacks,

where you can chat one-on-one
with elected officials including
the Mayor and your Ward City
Councilor or At-Large City Coun-
cilors as well as staff about issues
important to you.

Mayor Ballantyne and City staff
will then share updates on projects
in your neighborhood, citywide
initiatives,

and a look at neighborhood crime
stats followed by a roughly 20-min-

ute open Q&A.

All Ward meetings will be held in
person and one all-virtual, all-ward
meeting will be held on Zoom and
will be accessible online or by any
phone. Two additional, all-ward
meetings will take place in person:
one in Portuguese and one in
Spanish. All in-person meetings
will be recorded for later on-de-
mand or TV viewing.

Fall 2024 Community Meeting
Schedule

Meetings run from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., with refreshments and meet-
and-greets starting at 6 p.m.

Unsure about which ward you live
in? Find out with the MySomer-
ville address

lookup tool at http://www.somer-
villema.gov/mysomerville.

Ward 4 (Winter Hill, Ten Hills, and
more):

Date: Wednesday, September 18

Location: Healey School Cafeteria,
5 Meacham St.

Ward 3 (N. Union Sq., Prospect
Hill, Spring Hill, Central Hill, and
more):

Date: Monday, September 23

Location: Somerville High School
Cafeteria, 81 Highland Ave.

Ward 7 (West Somerville, Teele Sq.,
and more):

Date: Tuesday, September 24

Location: West Somerville Neigh-
borhood School Cafeteria, 177
Powder House

Blvd.

All Ward Meeting in Portuguese:
Date: Monday, September 30

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also
be livestreamed on the City of
Somerville

YouTube page and shared on the
Portuguese language Facebook
page fb.com/SomervilleCidade.

Ward 5 (Magoun Sq., NE Ball Sq.,
Cedar & Lowell St. areas, NW
Porter Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 1

Location: Kennedy School Cafete-
ria, 5 Cherry St.

Ward 1 (East Somerville, Assembly
Sq., and more):

Date: Tuesday, October 8

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Ward 6 (Greater Davis Sq. neigh-
borhood and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 9

Location: Somerville Community
Baptist Church, 31 College Ave.

All Ward Meeting in Spanish:
Date: Tuesday, October 15

Location: East Somerville Commu-
nity School Cafeteria, 50 Cross St.

Details: This meeting will also
be livestreamed on the City of
Somerville

YouTube page and shared on the
Spanish language Facebook page
tb.com/SomervilleCiudad.

Ward 2 (S. Union Sq., Perry and
Lincoln Park neighborhoods, Bea-
con St. area, and more):

Date: Wednesday, October 16

Location: Argenziano School Caf-
eteria, 290 Washington St.

All Ward Virtual Meeting:
Date: Monday, October 21

Location: Online via Zoom with
interpretation into Spanish and
Portuguese, as well as other
languages by request. You may join
online or call in on any phone.

Details: For sign-in information,
please visit
http://www.somervillema.gov/
communitymeetings

or call 311 at 617-666-3311.

Interpretation into your language
is available for all meetings upon
advance request by contacting the
SomerViva Office of Immigrant
Affairs at somerviva@somervil-
lema.gov

or calling 311 at 617-666-3311.
Interpretation availability is also
being advertised in Spanish,
Portuguese, Haitian Kreyol, Nepali,
Mandarin, and Cantonese.

For more information about the
Community Meetings and to at-
tend virtually, visit somervillema.
gov/communitymeetings.

With any questions, please contact
Kristine McNulty at kmcnulty@
somervillema.gov.

CAP LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES (H 2944)

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial approval to
legislation that would allow cities
and towns to impose a cap on
local property taxes paid by low-
income seniors over 65. The cap
would apply to single filer seniors
with incomes of less than $50,000
and married filers with incomes

below $60,000. The senior’s assets
would have to be less than $75,000,
excluding their primary residence
and they would also be allowed to
own one motor vehicle.

Supporters said the bill would not
have any financial impact on the
state but would simply create a
process for cities and towns to im-

pose property tax caps for seniors
within the specified income and
asset limits. They argued that the
bill would mean municipalities can
decide if and how they provide real
estate tax relief to lower-income
seniors, allowing cities and towns
more flexibility to address the
needs of their communities and
further the state’s commitment

to lowering costs for seniors and
ensuring our aging population can
remain in their homes.

“I'm glad to see this bill continu-
ing to move through the process,”
said sponsor Rep. Adam Scanlon
(D-North Attleborough). “We
accomplished a lot last year with
the $1 billion tax cut we passed,

which included legislation I filed

to raise the senior circuit breaker
tax credit. We need to do as much
as possible to lighten the load on
seniors who have built their lives
here and are now on fixed incomes,
and that’s why I filed this bill to
give cities and towns flexibility to
cap property taxes for low-income
seniors.”

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

Walter Hussey -Owner

0:781-438-5458
C: 617-906-2660

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

WH&S

Construction Group

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143
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Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speakup Line: Somerville's Rat Infestation is Getting Worse

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News
Weekly Speakup Line,

These are photos of my
son's car from last night.
The rats got underneath
the hood and ate his wires
and belt. One of the rats
in the photo is alive.

One is dead, probably
from indigestion, but this
piece of work of an absen-
tee mayor that we have is
not doing a thing about

it. People cannot even go
in their own backyards in
fear of being overtaken by
rats.

I know that if you were
the mayor today the situa-
tion would've been solved
just like you promised in
your campaign speech
when you ran for mayor.
It’s sad but people
should’ve listened to you,
but now they are suffer-
ing. Hopefully, you will
run for mayor again.

Sincerely,
Another disgusted resi-
dent of Somerville

10% off when you
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105

Century Masonry & Waterproofing

acaliblial e,

CENTURY
MASONRY,

~RESTORATION & :
or email IINLLLL AL S | WATERPROOF YOUR BASEMENT
centurymasonryma@ [y STOP LEAKS
- Mention This Ad
gmail.com

10% Discount
781-990-9105

:‘h Contact us!

8w, 7mv-0009108
u

CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE TODAY

=

www.centu YINasSONnTry imda. Conim
781-990-9105 * centurymasonrymai@gmail.com
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed
to You and Your Needs.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Verani Realty
Residential

51 Pettee St, Unit 47, Newton, MA

& Van Stry Team

368 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144
Jack.Lister@verani.com
Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

The Sunshine Kids :

Jack Lister loanne Van Stry

e LB

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

617-438-2460 781-507-1954

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

RAPID MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
LLC 857-228-6682 1-888-480-8885

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

e
g e St

diabin Sorviom = [nperienoed 1 Beflainds + Lot sy vt

"MGIW«M-Smoofher .S.Inc{_e 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-9174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

¢ Speak to Qur Staff

Mew Rocls, Rool Repair, Steps & Stairs, Basemaents, Tuckpainling,
Driveway Repain, Paver Drveways, Pabio & Walkway, Retaining

, Wialls, Foundation Repair, Chimmey Repair / Febuild,
Waterproofing, Fencing, Pressure Wash Cleaning, Roof Cleaning,
Siding, Painting. Carpentry, Window Repairs / Replacemant

ull ramodael imtarior work carriad out!
¢ RAPID MASOMNAY & COMSTRCTION LLC
| B57-228-G6B2
1-888-480-B885 HIC Registration
Fully Insured! Ing Policy CSE-001887%3-00 213083

Free chimney drone inspections also $50 special on gutter

I B e
BERRCHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

Davis Square - 4 Family - %1.27534
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development

7Y
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(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-142
508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA

Hours:
Monday
Tuesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Jerry’s Liquor Mart

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
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9:00 am - 10:00 pm - -
9:00 am - 10:00 pm
! Wednesday 9:00 am — 10:00 pm
9:00 am - 11:00 pm
9:00 am - 11:00 pm
9:00 am - 11:00 pm

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE

@<lvhraz

.y

'\\h—_‘/

SkyBraz

617 623 3957

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM

REPRESENTATIVE

DEMOCRAT
MEDFORD * MALDEN

* o

A PROVEN CHAMPION WITH FORWARD THINKING VALUES AND
AN UNPARALLELED RECORD OF DEDICATION AND EXPERIENCE

FIGHTING FOR YOU!

Sponsor: "' Massachusetts Clean Energy Bill” Transations the
Commonwealth to Clean Electricity, Heating. and Transportation
Sponsor: "LGBT(Q) Health Access Bill" Protects Health and Religious
Freedom by Banning Cell Phone Location

Sponsor: "Senfor Citizen Housing Assistance Bill" Provides a
Senior Citizen Residential Tax Exemption

Sponsor: "Alfordable Early Education Bill" Mandates Affordable and
Accessible Early Childhood Education

Sponsor: "Banning Child Marriage Bill" Outlaws Child Marriage

in Massachasetts

Sponsor: "Wamen's Health Care Assistance Bill” Promotes Access 1o
Midwife Options for Pregnant Women
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517 BROADWAY SOMERVIPLE

ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT

—
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40
s : hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




