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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

Continued to page 7 Continuded to page 5

Continued to page 17

LONG TERM CARE 
AND ASSISTED LIVING BILL (S 2889)

HEALEY SIGNS FIREARMS 
CHANGES (H 4885)

REGISTRAR MARIA CURTATONE 
AND SON IN SOMERVILLE 
DISTRICT COURT AGAIN
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

PUROCLEAN® (857) 995-6440

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation



        The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	     					         Tuesday July 30th, 2024                                3  

GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!
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SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING JOHN “JACK” MACDONALD

Obituary
John “Jack” MacDonald, a 
longtime Somerville resident, 

passed away at home sur-
rounded by the love of his 
family on July 24, 2024. He was 
87. Born in Somerville, raised 
in Cambridge he was the son 
of Margaret (Deely) and John 
MacDonald.

Jack graduated from St. John’s 
High School in Cambridge and 
went on to further his educa-
tion at Boston College, Anna 
Maria College and received 
his master’s degree from Suf-
folk University. An honorably 
discharged veteran, Jack served 
in the United States Navy dur-
ing Vietnam. Following his 
Naval service, he began a long 
and distinguished career in law 
enforcement, first as a patrol-
man with the Somerville Police 

Department, then with the 
Metropolitan District Commis-
sion Police Department and 
retired as a Lieutenant with 
Massachusetts State Police. Jack 
loved his time spent on the 
“Mets”

An avid golfer, he spent many 
days on the links here in 
Massachusetts and in Florida 
where he and his beloved wife, 
Deanna would escape the 
winter. Together they would 
take the drive down every year 
as “snowbirds”. He was able to 
enjoy 27 years of retirement. 
Above all, Jack enjoyed time 
spent with family and espe-
cially his grandchildren.

The beloved husband of 

Deanna (Maffeo) MacDonald, 
together they would have cel-
ebrated 59 years of marriage in 
September. He was the devoted 
father of Christina MacDonald 
and her wife Michelle Lang-
wider of Maynard and Kath-
leen MacDonald of Grafton. 
Cherished grandfather of John 
MacDonald Giallorenzo, Oriah 
MacDonald Colarullo and 
Anthony John “AJ” MacDonald 
Colarullo, IV. Dear brother 
of Shirley Hughes of Read-
ing, Patricia Gualtieri and her 
husband Salvatore of Billerica 
and Robert MacDonald and his 
wife Carol of Maryland. Jack is 
further survived by his special 
nephew, Robert “Bobby” Gug-
liotti, II as well as many loving 
nieces, nephews and grand-

nieces and grandnephews.

A Funeral Mass will be cel-
ebrated in St. Ann Church, 399 
Medford Street, Somerville on 
Friday August 2nd at 11 AM. 
Relatives and friends invited to 
attend. A celebration of Jack’s 
life will immediately follow at 
the Mount Vernon Restaurant, 
14 Broadway, Somerville.

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
Jack’s memory can be made to 
Dana Farber at https://www.
dana-farber.org/how-you-can-
help/ways-to-give or to the 
Disabled American Veterans at 
http://www.dav.org

Obituary

Edward Vincent Yeo, 
60, a longtime resident 
of Somerville, passed 
away peacefully on July 
19, 2024. Edward will be 
missed by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing him.

He is survived by his 
three children, David Yeo, 
Kristen Yeo, and Ryan 
Yeo, as well as his siblings: 
John Yeo, Raymond Jones, 
Carol Pacheco, Mildred 
Busi, Robin Lungo, and 
April Killoren. A private 
service will be held by the 
family.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING EDWARD VINCENT YEO

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING MORRIS ZAKHARI RIZKALLAH

Obituary

After not being able to eat 
or drink for days, his last 
discernible word was

“Hallelujah”

Dad lost his mother at the 
age of 16, and his father (a 
hard-working pickle-seller) 
at the age of 19. Dad was the 
youngest of 5 children. Dad 
sang “Ana Mish Waheed” (I 
am not alone) at his Father’s 
Funeral.

At the age of 14, poverty 
forced Dad into vocational-
technical school (instead of 
high school), but he academ-
ically excelled to the point 
that he was scholarshipped to 
an Engineering college (rare 
for vo-tech students).

Dad married Mom (a 
chemistry teacher) at age 26, 
and they had two boys. In 
1975, Mom’s risk-taking faith 
propelled them to immigrate 
to the U.S. Dad worked as a 
Mechanical (Ammunitions-
Design) Engineer with the 
United States Army in New 
Jersey.

In 1983, feeling the need to 
improve his income so that 
he could educate his two 
boys, Dad bought one motel 
(eventually two) in Port 
Jervis, New York – which 
he and Mom operated until 
2010.

By 1985, Dad obtained his 
Master’s degree in Business 
Administration and they 
added a daughter to the fam-
ily.

Dad was a flag-waving U.S. 
patriot. In 1998, while still 
running two motels, Dad be-
came a paid FBI interpreter 
focused on anti-terrorism 
eavesdropping (work he 
said he would have done for 
free – because the terrorism 
threat against the U.S. was so 
imminent).

Dad had a stroke in 2000, 
and he could not interpret 
after that.

Prior to his stroke, dad was 
exceptional. He was a math-
wizard, a language-wizard 
(fluent in English, German, 
and Arabic), author of 3 
Christian books, talented 
in all aspects of building 
construction, and very gen-
erous (he even once bought 
a building for a church in 
Egypt). He was an inspiring 

leader and hero to many.

Dad is survived by his 
wife- Nadia Rizkallah, his 
children- Matta and Laura 
Rizkallah, Mouhab and 
Laura Rizkallah, Christine 
and Randall Snyder, and his 
13 grandchildren, Isaac, Ja-
cob, Alice, Lydia, Leah, Luke, 
Samuel, Nathan, Thomas, 
Sophia, Gideon, Annaviolet, 
and Matthew.

Dad sculpted us to live joy-
ous, sophisticated, generous, 
and wise lives.

But the single-most impor-
tant thing to him was always 
very clear –

Our ever-praising souls – 
“Hallelujah!”

John Williams, a lifelong resi-
dent of Somerville, MA and a 
US Army veteran, passed away 
recently.

He was the son of the late John 
P. Whitney Williams and Helen 
J. Williams. John is survived by 
his daughters Kellyanne Wil-
liams and Melissa Amy Wil-
liams Haynes, both of Medfield, 

MA. He was a loving grandfa-
ther to Genevieve, Haynes, Shea 
Haynes, and Elliot Haynes, all of 
Medfield. John is also survived 
by his siblings Dorothy Freeman 
of Florida, Donna Greene of 
New Hampshire, Mary Killoren 
of Billerica, MA, and Donald W. 
Williams of Revere, MA, as well 
as many nieces and nephews.

The family has requested the 
services to be private. John’s 
burial will be at Bourne Nation-
al Veteran’s Cemetery.

May he rest in peace.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING JOHN WILLIAMS
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

REGISTRAR MARIA CURTATONE AND SON IN SOMERVILLE DISTRICT COURT AGAIN
Continued from front page

By William Tauro

Just shy of three years 
ago coming up in a few 
days, Maria Curtatone, 
her daughter and their 
friends were accused of 
destruction of property 
for destroying Billy Tauro 
political campaign signs 
and defacing Somerville/
Medford News Weekly 
newspaper boxes caus-
ing a criminal complaint 
taken out against Cur-
tatone’s daughter. The 
incident was even caught 
on videotape surveillance 
from local shops in the 
perimeter area.

So here we are again three 
years after and where 
is Maria Curtatone and 
her son today, sitting in 
Somerville District Court 
with charges being sought 
against them by neighbors 
and parents of SHS stu-
dents for stalking, harass-
ment and threatening 
videotape and Instagram 
posted recordings of them 
as well as going on a Insta-
gram rampage for parents 
and students having Billy 
Tauro political campaign 
signs up!

Maria Curtatone and Wil-
liam Tauro are facing off 
in the upcoming Novem-

ber 5th election for Regis-
trar of Deeds for Southern 
Middlesex County. ￼￼
￼￼

Read story below about 
Curtatone destruction of 
property charges that was 
written three years ago: ￼

Charges Sought on Reg-
istrar of Deeds Maria 
Curtatone’s Daughter and 
Friends for Destruction of 
Tauro Campaign Signs | 
The Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly

I truly saw Man’s second 
best friend this week, Kolin 
Burgoyne, owner of Col-
leen’s fine, popular Ice 
Cream, Medford SQ!! I had 
eye surgery this week and 
while telling him I could 
not lift, he added he would 
like to lift the heavy mulch 
for me on the isle dedicated 
to my family…bags of 40 
lbs! Nice moment in a busy 
store and home schedule…
I began adorning this isle 
four years ago

hoping to have a nice view 

for ALL and enhancing the 
stores about it.

Undoubtedly, this young 
man took over a business in 
a sad note and vitalized the 
site and the name COL-
LEEN we remember with 
his fine ice cream and food. 
No, cities do not have to be 
divided….try some volun-
teerism or visits to small 
stores

….and COLLEEN’S!!

Course, cannot forget #1 a 
friend’s pooch who keeps 

me company sometimes….
HA

Sharon Deyeso
Longtime , concerned resi-
dent.”

NEWS ’BOUT TOWN….PICK OF THE WEEK..MEDFORD

RE-ENTRY INTO SOCIETY FOR JAILED PRISONERS (S 2883)
By Bob Katzen

The Senate approved and 
sent to the House a bill 
that would provide a Mas-
sachusetts identification 
card to incarcerated indi-
viduals who will soon be 
released from prison and 
will be re-entering society.

Supporters said the pro-

posal codifies the Healey 
administration’s efforts 
to provide identification 
to citizens returning to 
society. They noted that 
many people returning to 
society will do so without 
any means of proving who 
they are, which presents a 
significant challenge when 
accessing government 
assistance programs that 

help people secure hous-
ing, food, employment 
and various other basic 
needs. They argued that 
denying individuals this 
support is setting them up 
for failure and making it 
more likely that they will 
recidivate.

“I am proud to be the lead 
sponsor of this bill that 

will give returning citizens 
access to the services and 
support they need to move 
on to the next chapter of 
their lives and succeed in 
our state,” said Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico (D-Everett). 
“When an individual 
leaves incarceration, they 
deserve the chance to 
provide for themselves 
and their families without 

any obstacles in front of 
them. I am committed to 
getting this commonsense 
policy over the finish line 
to ensure we give every 
Massachusetts resident the 
opportunity to thrive.”
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

PHARMACEUTICAL ACCESS, COSTS AND TRANSPARENCY (H 4910)
By Bob Katzen

The House 158-0, approved 
a bill that supporters say 
would make major changes 
and reforms to the state’s 
pharmaceutical system by 
lowering the cost of drugs 
at the pharmacy counter 
and improving oversight of 
the pharmaceutical indus-
try. They said the mea-
sure protects patients and 
independent pharmacists 
by regulating the pharmacy 

benefit manager (PBM) 
industry; banning many of 
the industry’s worst busi-
ness practices; and reducing 
or eliminating co-pays for 
certain chronic conditions.

“Many folks in Massachu-
setts face cost barriers in 
access to the medications 
they are prescribed, espe-
cially for many of our most 
vulnerable residents who live 
with chronic disease,” said 
House Speaker Ron Mariano 

(D-Quincy). “This bill aims 
to reduce the out-of-pocket 
cost of certain lifesav-
ing drugs and ban certain 
business practices that are 
commonly used by PBMs to 
increase their own profits at 
the expense of patients.”

“[The bill] would go a long 
way toward helping people 
in Massachusetts living with 
diabetes and other chronic 
conditions by reducing 
barriers to care, improving 

access to lifesaving and life-
sustaining medication and 
reducing out-of-pocket costs 
for prescriptions,” said Dia-
betes Patient Advocacy Co-
alition Board Chair, Hunter 
Limbaugh. “We are encour-
aged by its progress and will 
continue to advocate for our 
most vulnerable neighbors 
by working with the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature all the 
way to the governor’s desk.”

The Senate has already ap-

proved a different version of 
the bill and a House-Senate 
conference committee will 
try to hammer out a com-
promise version.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes Rep. 
Paul Donato Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

FOR SALE BY OWNER- AFFORDABLE RESALE OPPORTUNITY!
6 Overlook Dr. Unit 302, 
Andover, MA 01810. Open 
house August 3rd from 
11:30-1:00. Please read list-
ing. This is an affordable 
resale unit. One household 
member must be 62+ and 
a full application must be 
completed to ensure all 
household members meet 
the income requirements.

Call Janet @ (978) 984-
2038 for more information 
and to schedule a showing. 
Located in Andover, River-
side Woods is a 62+ com-
munity privately set along 
wooded conservation trails 
to the Merrimack River. 
Built by Pulte Homes, the 

development is comprised 
of 186 low rise, townhome 
and detached single fam-
ily home units. This unit is 
a garden style in Building 
2, which is elevatored with 
4 floors and 36 units. Units 
feature a contemporary 
kitchen, in unit laundry, 
convenient gas cooking and 
dishwasher. High quality 
and low maintenance. This 
community also offers easy 
access to major highways, 
great restaurants, coffee 
shops, Stop & Shop, Whole 
Foods, and more. This unit 
is 6 Overlook Drive unit 302. 
It has upgraded countertops 
and hardwood flooring, is 
very energy efficient with 

large windows and lots of 
sun. *Must meet income 
requirements* Income 
limits: 1 person $112,560, 2 
persons $128,640, 3 persons 
144,720. *One household 
member must be 62+. *Pets 
allowed. *Priority to An-
dover residents & whoever 
completes the application in 
its entirety- application can 
be found at the link below* 
For more information re-
garding eligibility please visit 
https://www.andoverclt.org/
available-homes/riverside-
woods-2-bedroom
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By Bob Katzen

“Expanding our forest canopy 
is one piece of the larger puzzle 
to combatting climate change 
in Massachusetts. With con-
tinuous heat waves leading to 
higher energy bills and greater 
greenhouse gas emissions, our 
Greening the Gateway Cities 
Program leverages our state 
resources and engages residents 
to help plant trees and enhance 
public health. Reducing the 
urban heat island effect is a top 
priority, and our non-profit 
partnerships … will help cool 
our neighborhoods, towns and 
cities.”

— Rebecca Tepper, Secretary of 
the Office of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs on awarding 
$1 million in grants to support 
tree planting in Gateway Cities 
across the state.

“This collaborative initiative 
strives to increase the parole 
system’s transparency while 
supporting individuals as they 
navigate the reentry process 
and plan for a successful return 
to the community. The Ex-
ecutive Office of Public Safety 
and Security is grateful to our 
many partners in this effort and 
reaffirms our shared commit-
ment to advancing innovative 
programs that enhance public 

safety, reduce recidivism and 
build safer communities.”
—Public Safety and Security 
Secretary Terrence Reidy on 
the launch of a pilot program to 
educate and support incarcer-
ated individuals through the 
parole process.

“We are excited to launch the 
Massachusetts Ice Cream Trail, 
a delicious route that highlights 
the incredible diversity of our 
dairy farms and ice cream 
shops. Massachusetts has a 
vibrant agricultural sector that 
thrives thanks to the hardwork-
ing farmers who diligently 
support our communities. This 
new tourism trail is designed to 

invite residents and visitors to 
experience our creative dessert 
offerings at traditional parlors, 
innovative shops and local farm 
stands.”
—Gov. Healey announcing the 
launch of the Massachusetts 
Ice Cream Trail, an initiative 
celebrating the rich history of 
ice cream making in the Bay 
State and encouraging residents 
and visitors to explore the 
flavors and experiences offered 
by more than 100 ice cream 
destinations across the state.

“Gov. Maura Healey, Speaker 
Ron Mariano and Senate Presi-
dent Karen Spilka are making 
policy choices that come with 

significant economic costs to 
the taxpayers. While they signal 
with their lack of policy reforms 
that the state can afford to 
cover the financial costs for the 
world’s migrants, the center’s 
study shines a light on what 
their lack of action is costing 
the taxpayers. Massachusetts 
taxpayers better be ready for the 
fiscal time bomb our governor 
and Statehouse leaders have set 
us up for.
—Paul Craney, spokesman for 
the Massachusetts Fiscal Al-
liance, commenting on a new 
study examining the economic 
cost to Massachusetts taxpay-
ers for the state’s migrant and 
illegal immigration crisis.

THIS WEEK’S QUOTABLE QUOTES ON BEACON HILL

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN FOR NINE INCOME-RESTRICTED APARTMENTS
 AT 154 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE

HEALEY SIGNS FIREARMS CHANGES (H 4885)
Continued from front page

Application Period Closes at 
5 p.m. on Thursday, August 1, 
2024

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and the 
Somerville Office of Strategic 
Planning and Community 
Development (OSPCD) are 
pleased to announce that 
applications are currently 
being accepted for nine (9) 
income-restricted apartments 
at The Guild, located at 154 
Broadway. Applications will 
be accepted until 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 1.

The Guild consists of nine 

inclusionary rental units des-
ignated for households making 
at or below 50% AMI, 80% 
AMI or 110% AMI (Area Me-
dian Income). Please note that 
no utilities included in rent. 
All utilities are paid for by the 
tenant (gas is not a utility at 
this property).

All applications will be re-
viewed by Maloney Properties. 
To download an application 
and learn more, please visit 
The Guild’s website.

Please see below for more 
information on the units avail-
able.

# of Units

Unit Size

Square Feet

AMI

Rent

# Built Out for Mobility Im-
pairments
# Built Out for Hearing Im-
pairments
3
Studio
385-440
50%
$748

1
1
Three-Bedroom
1,123
50%
$874
3

3
Studio
356-448
51-80%
$1,418

1
Studio
440
81-110%
$2,088

1
Three-Bedroom
1,121
81-110%
$2,884

Minimum Income Limits for 
50% AMI
Unit Size
AMI
Household
Studio
50%
$21,442
Three-Bedroom
50%
$32,163

Maximum Income Limits (Set 
by HUD, Based on Household 
Size and AMI
Household Size
50% AMI
51-80% AMI
81-110% AMI
1
$57,100
$57,101-$91,200

$91,201-$125,164
2
$65,300
$65,301-$104,200
$104,201-$143,616
3
$73,450
$73,451-$117,250
$117,251-$161,568
4
$81,600
$81,601-$130,250
$130,251-$179,520
5
$88,150
$88,151-$140,700
$140,701-$193,882
6
$94,700
$94,701-$151,100
$151,101-$208,243
**2024 Area Media Income for 
the Boston, Quincy, Cam-
bridge, Quincy, MA-NH MSA

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed into 
law a bill that would 
change some of the state’s 
gun laws.

Provisions include crack-
ing down on untraceable 
“ghost guns;” banning 
firearms in additional 

public spaces like schools, 
polling places and govern-
ment buildings; expand-
ing the 2018 “red flag” law 
that allows school ad-
ministrators and licensed 
health care providers to 
petition a court to tempo-
rarily take firearms away 
from someone deemed 
a threat to themselves or 
others; closing loopholes 
that allow the modifica-
tion of legal firearms into 
illegal automatic weapons; 
and providing a legacy 
clause so all firearms le-
gally owned and registered 
in Massachusetts as of the 
effective date of the bill 
will continue to be legal 

and may be bought and 
sold within the state.

“Massachusetts is proud of 
our strong gun laws, but 
there is always more work 
to be done to keep our 
communities safe from vi-
olence,” said Gov. Healey. 
“This legislation updates 
our firearms laws in 
response to the Supreme 
Court’s misguided Bruen 
decision. It cracks down 
on ghost guns and 3-D 
printed weapons, which I 
have long advocated for, 
enhances our ability to 
prevent guns from falling 
into dangerous hands and 
invests in our communi-

ties to address the root 
causes of violence. This 
law will save lives.”

“This legislation reflects 
the input of many, in-
cluding law enforcement 
officials, community ad-
vocates, gun owners and 
healthcare workers,” said 
Sen. Cindy Creem (D-
Newton). “It provides the 
tools needed to better pro-
tect our residents from the 
epidemic of gun violence 
and to prevent future 
tragedies. With support 
from both chambers and 
the governor’s signature 
today, Massachusetts can 
once again stand proudly 

by its record as a national 
leader on gun safety and 
more importantly, we will 
save countless lives.”

“Massachusetts has taken 
a huge step forward today 
towards keeping our 
communities safer from 
gun violence,” said Ruth 
Zakarin, CEO of the MA 
Coalition to Prevent Gun 
Violence. “There is no one 
size fits all solution to the 
gun violence crisis that 
plagues our nation, and 
we appreciate the com-
prehensive, multifaceted 
approach that this bill 
takes towards ending this 
epidemic.”
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS 
HELP NEEDED

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS
Carpenters and laborers needed for all facets
of construction, from framing to finish.
Great opportunity for experienced, or novice, candidates.

Full or part-time positions available
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.
Send resumes to: Somervillebuilders@yahoo.com

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: SOMERVILLE’S DUMPING 
GROUND FOR METHADONE PACKS, CONDOMS ETC…

NIONAKIS CONSTRUCTION SOMERVILLE
617-285-0522

Browse Over 40 Local 
Vendors, Hop on a Bounce 
House, or Cool Down on a 
Water Slide on Tuesday Au-
gust 6, starting at 5 p.m.

SOMERVILLE–Commu-
nity members looking for a 
night out this summer can 
look no further than the 
City of Somerville’s annual 
National Night Out Event 
hosted by the Somerville 
Police Department and the 
Somerville Office of Parks 
& Recreation.

The free event, set to take 
place on Tuesday, August 
6, 2024, from 5-8 p.m. at 
Trum Field (541 Broad-
way), will include a diverse 
array of family-friendly 
activities including:

Water slides
Moon bounces
Face painting
Balloon animals
Petting zoo
DJ
Pizza
Raffles (free to enter)
Lawn games
Shopping at over 40 local 
vendors
Giveaways

Additionally, the first 150 
attendees to arrive will 
receive a free backpack and 
school supplies to get ready 
for the upcoming school 
year.

“National Night Out is a 
fantastic opportunity for 
our community to come 
together, meet our local 

police officers, learn about 
community resources and 
enjoy a fun-filled evening,” 
said Mayor Ballantyne. 
“We look forward to seeing 
everyone there.”

National Night Out is a 
nationwide initiative pro-
moting police-community 
partnerships and neigh-
borhood camaraderie. 
Attendees can register by 
scanning the QR code on 
the event flyer or by visiting 
somervillerec.com. While 
registration is not required 
to attend, it is encouraged 
for prize eligibility.

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Ok
Board of Health director 
Karin Carroll gives out 
free needles. And also if 
they bring back 50 needles 
she gives them 10bucks. 
Who’s money city?

This is what was picked 
up today West Branch 
Library. Hundreds of 
needles picked up by ISD 
Health.

JOIN SOMERVILLE’S ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OUT EVENT 
TO ENJOY FREE FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES, MUSIC, FOOD, AND MORE
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

By Bob Katzen

The House 156-0, approved and 
sent to the Senate a bill that pro-
hibits the Department of Children 
and Families (DCF) from prohibit-
ing placement of a child in a foster 
home solely based on the presence 
of any specific breed of dog in the 
home.

Supporters said that currently, DCF 
is allowed to prohibit placement 
of a child in a home with German 
Shepherds, Pit Bulls and Rottwei-
lers.

“Current DCF regulations for 
foster homes impose a blanket ban 
on certain breeds of dogs.” said 

sponsor Rep. Jack Lewis (D-Fram-
ingham). “Instead of eliminating 
countless prospective families, this 
bill empowers DCF to undertake a 
holistic review of the family, child 
and dog to ensure appropriate 
placement. This bill also amends 
reporting laws for animal abuse, 
extending the timeframe in which 
human services employees or con-

tractors can report animal abuse.

“As co-chair of the Protecting Ani-
mal Welfare Caucus … I am proud 
to spearhead the passage of this bill 
in the House. There is an urgent 
need for supportive foster families 
in the commonwealth, and this bill 
will open many loving homes to 
adoptive and foster children.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul 
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even Yes

FOSTER HOMES AND DOGS (H 4911)

HONK! FESTIVAL 2024: 19TH ANNUAL — SAVE THE DATES, OCTOBER 4-6, 2024

[photo credit: Michael No-
sal]

NINETEENTH ANNUAL
Festival of Activist Street 
Bands

SAVE THE DATES October 
4-6, 2024
(rain or shine) primarily 
based in
the vicinity of Davis Square, 
Somerville
and Harvard Square, Cam-
bridge
FREE AND OPEN TO ALL

(Somerville & Cambridge, 
MA) By early September, 
the wheels will be set in full 
motion for HONK! Festival 
2024, this year to be held 
from October 4-6, with 
HONK! outdoor band con-
certs held throughout Davis 
Square and nearby neighbor-
hoods on that Friday thru 
Saturday.

Then on to the vast “Reclaim 

the Streets for Horns, Bikes, 
and Feet” Parade, as it wends 
its way from Davis Square to 
Harvard Square on Sunday 
October 6th, to participate 
in Harvard Square’s 45th an-
nual Oktoberfest.

The entire Festival is inspired 
by a commitment to so-
cial change through music, 
embodied in the powerful 
upbeat music generated by 
activist street bands who 
have traveled from near and 
far to participate in our an-
nual HONK! Because after 
all, this is where the HONK! 
movement all started back 
in 2006, spawning many a 
HONK! since then, and war-
ranting its own wiki toboot: 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

HONK!

The Somerville-based 
HONK! Committee — 
spurred on by members of 
HONK!’s host band and 
HONK! movement founder, 
the Good Trouble Brass 
Band (fka The Second Line 
Social Aid and Pleasure 
Society Brass Band) — is 
working fast and furiously to 
solidify plans for this year’s 
19th annual HONK! with 
periodic updates posted on 
honkfest.org, x.com/honk-
fest/, and facebook.com/
honkfestival.

At this early stage of the or-
ganizing game, the HONK! 
Festival Committee would 
like to give special thanks to 

the City of Somerville, the 
Somerville Arts Council, and 
the Davis Square and Har-
vard Square businesses for 
their continuing support.

Basic listings information:
HONK! Festival
19th Annual Festival of Ac-
tivist Street Bands.
October 4-6, 2024
Held throughout Somerville, 
Cambridge, and Boston 
neighborhoods.
Outdoors rain or shine.
Free and open to all; if 
interested in volunteering, 
contact volunteer@honkfest.
org.
For further information:
honkfest.org, honkfest.org/
contact/, info@honkfest.org, 
781-285-8639.



       12                    Tuesday July 30th, 2024          						       The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	

SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Premiere on Broadway
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#TeamTauroForRegistrarOfDeeds2024

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Free Activities for All Ages and Abilities 
Planned Throughout July

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne and the Somerville Commission 
for Persons With Disabilities (SCPD) are 
announcing a series of events throughout 
July to recognize and celebrate Disability 
Pride Month.

This month-long celebration will feature 
a variety of activities designed to raise 
awareness, celebrate the contributions of 
individuals with disabilities, and foster an 
inclusive community spirit.

“We are very thankful to Mayor Ballantyne 
and the Department of Racial and Social 
Justice (RSJ) who have supported us in 
facilitating these events as we celebrate 
Disability Pride Month this July,” shared 
Somerville Commission for Persons with 
Disabilities Chair Holly Simione. “We are 
excited to embrace the diversity and rich 
contributions of people with disabilities 
and have fun learning together.”

All residents are invited to participate and 
join in celebrating the diverse abilities and 
achievements of our community members.

Schedule of Events:
Somerville Commission for Persons with 

Disabilities Monthly Public Meeting
Date/Time: Tuesday, July 9, 7 – 9 p.m.
Location: Tufts Administration Build-
ing Conference Room (2nd floor, Room 
203M), 167 Holland St. For more informa-
tion about the monthly meetings, visit the 
SCPD website.
About: Join the monthly public SCPD 
meeting where accessible recreation and 
parking will be discussed. The commission 
welcomes you to join our meeting – we 
value input from Somerville residents.

“How to Train Your Dragon” Screening
Date/Time: Wednesday, July 10, 1:30 – 
3:30 p.m.
Location: West Library Branch (40 College 
Ave)
About: Enjoy a screening of “How to Train 
Your Dragon” with treats and prizes.
Space is limited and registration is re-
quired in advance. RSVP here.

Disability Pride Flag Raising
Date/Time: Thursday, July 11, 5 – 6 p.m.
Location: City Hall Plaza (93 Highland 
Ave)
About: Join the Somerville Commission 
for Persons with Disabilities and Mayor 
Ballantyne to raise the Disability Pride 
flag above Somerville’s City Hall. Light 
refreshments will be served following the 
flag raising.

SCPD ArtBeat Booth
Date/Time: Saturday, July 13, 11 a.m. – 6 
p.m.
Location: ArtBeat, Davis Square
About: Visit the Somerville Commission 
for Persons with Disabilities’ booth at 
ArtBeat to participate in a multi-sensory 
community art project, share a pride story, 
and decode secrets and get a custom cup 
with your name in Braille.
Stop by for free books, prizes, and your 
very own Disability Pride tote bag!

“CODA” Screening and Discussion
Date/Time: Wednesday, July 24, 1 p.m.

Location: Somerville Council on Aging 
(167 Holland St.)
About: Attend a Council on Aging screen-
ing of the film “CODA,” followed by a 
discussion with members of the Disability 
Commission.
RSVP by calling Debby at 617-625-6600 
ext. 2321 or emailing at dhiggins@somer-
villema.gov.

Disability Pride Family Day
Date/Time: Saturday, July 27, 10 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m.
Location: West Library Children’s Room 
(3rd Floor)
About: Join us for live readings of stories 
that celebrate disability read by members 
from the Disability Commission, bracelet-
making, and painting messages on river 
rocks.
Attendees will receive treats, prizes, books, 
and a tote bag. Activities are inclusive for 
all ages and abilities.
RSVP here
Book readings for grades K-3 will take 
place at 10 a.m., 10:20 a.m., 10:40 a.m., 
and 11 a.m.
Book readings for grades 4-6 will occur at 
11:30 a.m. and 11:50 a.m.

Evening Book Reading by Local Authors 
with Disabilities
Date/Time: Monday, July 29, 7 – 9 p.m.
Location: West Branch Library
About: Join an evening of readings by local 
authors with disabilities. For more details 
on the events and to register
RSVP here.

About Disability Pride Month
Disability Pride Month is celebrated in 
July to honor the signing of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) on July 26th, 
1990.
The month aims to promote visibility and 
mainstream awareness of the positive 
pride felt by people with disabilities.

CITY OF SOMERVILLE HONORING 2024 DISABILITY PRIDE MONTH
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DNA AND STATUTE OR LIMITATIONS (H 4836)

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial ap-
proval to a bill that would 
amend the law to allow 
prosecutors to bring rape 
charges at any time if the 
perpetrator is identified 
through DNA evidence 
collected from a victim. 
Currently, the 15-year 

statute of limitations is a 
barrier to prosecution of 
serial offenders, as more 
than 15 years may elapse 
before a perpetrator is 
identified through DNA 
evidence.

“By eliminating the statute 
of limitations when DNA 
evidence is matched to a 

perpetrator, this bill will 
enable more successful 
prosecution of sexual 
predators,” said co-spon-
sor Rep. Hannah Kane 
(R-Shrewsbury). “I co-
filed this bill … because 
every survivor of sexual 
violence deserves justice, 
and removing this barrier 
to prosecution will help 

get dangerous predators 
off the streets.”

“No arbitrary time limit 
should stand in the way of 
survivors getting justice 
for horrific crimes they 
endure or prevent pros-
ecutors and law enforce-
ment from getting dan-
gerous predators off the 

streets,” said co-sponsor 
Rep. Adam Scanlon (D-
North Attleborough). 
“[This] is an important 
step toward removing that 
obstacle that currently 
stands in the way of jus-
tice for so many survivors, 
and I will keep fighting for 
them until this bill is law.”

CITY OF SOMERVILLE HONORING 2024 DISABILITY PRIDE MONTH

DOG KENNEL SAFETY – OLLIE’S LAW (H 4919)
By Bob Katzen

The House 159-0, ap-
proved and sent to the 
Senate legislation that 
would allow the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources to 
establish rules and regula-
tions for dog kennels in 
the Bay State, to ensure 
animal welfare, protect 
consumers and keep ken-
nel staff safe.

Requirements include, ob-
taining a license from the 
municipality, an annual 
inspection, dog to staff 
ratio specifications, injury 
reporting, indoor and 
outdoor physical facility 

requirements, insurance 
and minimal housing and 
care requirements.

Supporters said that cur-
rently, the state has no 
oversight of dog daycare 
or boarding kennels. They 
argued it is estimated that 
a dog is injured or killed 
every nine to ten days in 
Massachusetts at these 
kennels. They noted that 
many families in Massa-
chusetts have suffered the 
loss or injury of an animal 
at a dog daycare or ken-
nel that could have been 
avoided by commonsense 
regulations over these 
facilities.

“I filed this bill on behalf 
of my constituent, Amy 
Baxter, whose 7-month-
old puppy was attacked by 
other dogs at a boarding 
kennel in my district,” said 
Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Long-
meadow). “Sadly, Ollie 
eventually succumbed to 
his many injuries. People 
assume these facilities are 
regulated by the state and 
have safety protocols in 
place. Many already do, 
however, far too many 
do not, leaving animals 
and staff at risk. I and the 
Coalition that was formed, 
wanted to do everything 
possible to prevent these 
types of situations from 
occurring again. I am 

proud of this legislation 
and know it will make a 
difference in the lives of 
pets and consumers.“

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

$1.26 BILLION BOND FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (H 4889)
By Bib Katzen

The House 156-2, Senate 39-0, 
approved and sent to Gov. Maura 
Healey a bill that would invest 
in information technology (IT) 
upgrades, improvements and new 
projects across state government. 
The measure authorizes $1.23 
billion in bonded spending and 
$400 million in anticipated federal 
funds.

“Today the Legislature is invest-
ing in a safer, more efficient and 
modernized digital experience 
for residents and state employees 
alike,” said Senate President Karen 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “Our technol-
ogy infrastructure is a lynchpin for 
nearly every service and resource 
our state delivers, and enhancing 
it is a fundamental step toward 
increasing access and creating sys-

tems that work for everyone.”

“I am immensely proud of the 
dedication and effort demonstrated 
… to bring this report to fruition,” 
said Rep. Marcus Vaughn (R-
Wrentham). “This achievement 
stands as a testament to the power 
of collaboration. By working to-
gether, we have shown our shared 
commitment to serving the best 
interests of the commonwealth.”

“Government spending is wildly 
out of control and it’s fiscally ir-
responsible to keep passing these 
boondoggle bills,” said Rep. Nick 
Boldyga (R-Southwick), one of 
only two members to vote against 
the measure. “We need to reduce 
spending and taxes in order to 
lower the cost of living in the com-
monwealth. The path we’re on is 
unsustainable and will lead to more 

businesses and taxpayers fleeing 
the state.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” 
vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Do-
nato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven 
Yes Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

By Bob Katzen

The House 152-5, Senate 38-2, 
approved and sent to Gov. Healey 
a bill, named the Frances Perkins 
Workplace Equity Act, in honor 
of the first woman to serve as U.S. 
Labor Secretary. The measure 
would require employers with 25 or 
more employees to disclose a salary 
range when posting a job position.

The measure also would require 
employers with 100 or more em-
ployees to file annual employment 
data reports, including information 
on employee demographics and 
salaries, with the state.

“The 2016 Equal Pay Act was a 
huge step forward in closing pay 

gaps and it worked,” said Sen. 
Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville). “One 
study from 2020 showed salary 
history bans alone increased pay 
by as much as 5 percent increase 
for all job changers, an 8 percent 
increase for women and a 13 
percent increase for Black workers. 
This bill takes the next steps in 
providing more information for job 
seekers and ensuring that women 
and people of color enter wage ne-
gotiations with more information 
at their fingertips to secure better 
offers. With the data collected we’ll 
learn about inequities that persist 
and be able to identify ways to 
solve them.”

“True progress towards justice and 
equality demands that we not only 

acknowledge the critical impor-
tance of wage equity, particularly 
for women and people of color, 
but actively strive to achieve it,” 
said Rep. Brandy Fluker Oakley 
(D-Mattapan). “By achieving wage 
equity, we empower individuals 
and strengthen our communities, 
fostering an environment where 
everyone can thrive and contribute 
to a more equitable future.”

“I voted ‘no’ on the wage transpar-
ency bill because this is just an-
other burden being unfairly placed 
on small businesses,” said Sen. 
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). “The Na-
tional Federation of Independent 
Businesses wanted the threshold 
to be 100 or more. Small busi-
nesses will inevitably be unaware 

of this law and receive fines and 
penalties that are significant, even 
though they’re not operating with 
malicious intent. Massachusetts 
is already an increasingly difficult 
state to operate a business and this 
well-intentioned bill will only make 
it more difficult.”

“Burdensome regulations and taxes 
already make Massachusetts one of 
the least friendly states in the coun-
try to run a business,” said Rep. 
Nick Boldyga (R-Southwick). “In 
addition to the cost of compliance, 
DEI policies, such as so-called 
salary transparency mandates, 
crush innovation and stifle talent 
development. This bill is just the 
latest attempt to advance a toxic 
ideology that is destroying free 

market enterprise. Beacon Hill is 
killing small businesses.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” 
vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul Do-
nato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven 
Yes Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

WAGE TRANSPARENCY (H 4890)
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

LONG TERM CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING (S 2889)
Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 39-0, approved 
a bill making changes to 
the state’s long term care 
and assisted living indus-
try which supporters said 
will take “a powerful step 
towards delivering the 
high quality and safe care 
that Massachusetts seniors 
deserve by substantially 
strengthening oversight 
and enforcement while also 
requiring facilities to create 
outbreak plans should a 
health issue arise.”

Provisions include allowing 
assisted living residences to 
offer basic health services 
such as helping a resident 
administer drops, man-
age their oxygen or take a 
home diagnostic test; re-
quiring long-term care fa-
cilities to produce infection 
outbreak response plans; 
requiring the Department 
of Public Health (DPH) to 

inspect facilities every nine 
to 15 months and authoriz-
ing it to restrict or revoke 
licenses when facilities are 
failing to provide adequate 
care or not complying with 
regulations; allowing for a 
temporary manager to be 
appointed to bring floun-
dering facilities into com-
pliance; raising penalties 
that the attorney general 
can impose for the abuse 
and neglect of patients; and 
creating an LGBTQ+ bill 
of rights for aging residents 
to prohibit discrimination 
based on their LGBTQ+ 
identity or HIV status.

“Today the Senate took an 
important step forward to 
ensure that our aging resi-
dents have safe, equitable 
and high quality care,” said 
Senate President Karen 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “It is 
far too common—and un-
acceptable—for residents 
in assisted living facilities 

to receive subpar care. By 
boosting transparency and 
accountability, the Senate is 
continuing to create a com-
passionate commonwealth 
where all residents can age 
with dignity.”

Sen. Pat Jehlen (D-Somer-
ville), Senate Chair of 
the Committee on Elder 
Affairs, said the bill will 
improve care and stabil-
ity in nursing homes and 
assisted living residences. 
“The pandemic revealed 
starkly the lack of nursing 
home preparedness for the 
spread of fatal diseases,” 
said Jehlen. “Many of us 
knew someone or relatives 
of someone who passed 
during that disaster.”

“Even homes with con-
sistently high ratings lost 
many residents,” continued 
Jehlen. “This bill offers 
measures to address issues 
in nursing homes and 

assisted living facilities; is-
sues faced by the LGBTQ+ 
community when looking 
for care; bariatric care; and 
pooled trusts. It also en-
sures facilities that are not 
compliant with safe stan-
dards face consequences 
and are held responsible.”

The House has already ap-
proved a different version 
of the bill and a conference 
committee will attempt to 
hammer out a compromise 
version.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

CLARENDON HILL TOWERS TENANTS, WARD 7, 
ENJOYED A FABULOUS SUMMERTIME FOOD TRUCK FESTIVAL!

Yay…Wow…On Saturday, July 
20, 2024, many tenants from 
Ward 7, Clarendon Hill Towers, 
enjoyed three (3) Complimen-
tary Tickets to “purchase” many 
scrumptious menu selections 
from festive food trucks situated 
on the property.

Our wonderful Resident Ser-
vices Coordinators, Jessie and 
Wes, create fantastic recreational 
activities for our summertime 
enjoyment.
This delightful Food Truck 
Festival Event is a separate event 
from the Clarendon Hill Towers 
Weekly Summer Music Series, 
also meticulously coordinated 
by Jessie and Wes.
Of course, all events always 
feature the upbeat music se-
lected by professional Master of 
Ceremonies, Jeff Lyons.
Many thanks to everybody who 
participated in making this 😊 
event possible and such a terrific 
success!
Article by Karen Glover
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

10% off when you 
mention this ad!
Call 781-990-9105
or email 
centurymasonryma@
gmail.com

CENTURY MASONRY RESTORATION & WATERPROOFING 781-990-9105

By Bob Katzen

The House 155-0, ap-
proved and sent to the 
Senate legislation that 
effective January 1, 2025, 
would ban elephants, 
bears, lions, tigers, leop-
ards, jaguars, cheetahs and 
other wild animals from 
being used in traveling cir-
cuses and other traveling 
shows in Massachusetts 
where they would be used 
to perform tricks, give 
rides or otherwise partici-
pate as an accompaniment 
for the entertainment of a 
live audience.

Violators would be fined 
between $500 and $10,000. 
The ban would not apply 
to zoos or to performances 
that take place at other 
non-mobile, permanent 
facilities if the covered 
animal is a resident ani-
mal at the same facility in 
which the performance 
takes place.

“Massachusetts has long 
been a leader in promoting 
animal welfare by enact-
ing laws to protect animals 
from abuse and neglect, 
but most of our current 
laws apply to domestic 
animals and common 

household pets,” said co-
sponsor Rep. Brad Jones 
(R-North Reading). “[The 
measure] would extend 
these same protections 
to exotic animals that are 
used in traveling exhibits 
and shows. These animals 
are often subject to cruel 
and inhumane treatment, 
including prolonged pe-
riods of confinement and 
other forms of neglect and 
abuse, all to provide enter-
tainment. Several com-
munities in Massachusetts 
have already implemented 
local bans, but a statewide 
ban on traveling animal 
acts is long overdue.”

“I was deeply moved by 
the compelling evidence 
and public sentiment 
against the use of wild ani-
mals in traveling acts,” said 
co-sponsor Rep. Carole 
Fiola (D-Fall River). “After 
taking a safari in Africa 
in 2019 … seeing these 
animals in their natural 
state highlighted the un-
natural inhumane treat-
ment these animals face 
in traveling acts. Now, as a 
sponsor of this legislation, 
I feel a strong obligation 
to ensure we bring about 
significant change. With 
over two-thirds of Mas-

sachusetts voters in favor 
of banning wild animal 
acts, it’s clear our constitu-
ents desire a future free 
of animal exploitation for 
entertainment. This bill, 
that has finally passed the 
House after 23 years of 
being filed, embodies that 
sentiment, underscor-
ing our commitment to 
the humane treatment of 
animals.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep. 

BAN ELEPHANTS AND OTHER ANIMALS (H 4915)
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PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER 
DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

BSFITboston.net ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

PROUD OWNER AND CHEF JOSEPH A CARLI A TAVOLA RESTAURANT DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS(781)729-1040  34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-142

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 

bt 
b 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


