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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making | :i'fl EIH E
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your g g f
#1 Local News Source! =
We're working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with
Local Somerville/Medford News! PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”
Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143
Somerville MA 02143
Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com
Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

TEAM AWARD WINNER

HERKSHIRE | Comitinmwealih
HATH, '-_1.1. 'l.'l Ernl Exkale

Patricia. Ng@commonmoves.com  Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com
(617)818-5736 (617)610-5382

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one
BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth  month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are
WE HAVE BE E N BUSY. .. Hﬁﬁﬁﬁ}ﬁf}Y Real Estate thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR®(617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award

Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services across the nation

Westwood
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB

Call: (617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

YELLOW CAB

Please complete all the information requested helow:

Please make all ehecks payable o: MIHS Varsity Softball

% Medford High School Sefthall
Sponsor Packages 2023

(0 MITS Viarsin
/logos is March 7th for full season exposurc, any
rs will be hung starting tournament weekend.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMEREAYIE ES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
BUYERS & SELLERS

| VERANI
| AEALTY

Inariree W ar Sibry

Jack Listai c (781 o7~ 15954
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA
02145
617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 — Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-

Lister
Verani .

The Sunshine Kids

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES!
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

AMANDAS FUEL OIL

*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service,
And Installations For Heat-
ingand A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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ERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING MARY B. LONERGAN

SOM
(B

Obituary

Mary B. Lonergan, 91, of
Nashua, NH, passed in
the comfort of her Nashua
Crossings home on Febru-
ary 9, 2024. Known as

. Bridget to her friends, she
i~ was born in Malden, MA
- to Mary Catherine (Bran-

cato) and Dennis Fowler
and grew up in Somer-
ville.

Predeceased by husband
of 69 years, Joseph D. Lo-
nergan. Devoted mother
of Deborah Cantrell and
husband Paul of Hudson,
NH; Dennis Lonergan
and husband John Graves
of Erwinna, PA; and

the late Sean Lonergan.
Devoted sister of late

Thomas Fowler of Stone-
ham. Loving grandmother
to Garrett Cantrell and
daughter-in-law, Sarah
Alexander, of Norwalk,
CT; Megan Cantrell and
daughter-in-law Katie
Stores of Washington,

DC; and Justin Cantrell

of New York, NY. Great-
grandmother to Logan
and Grayson Cantrell of
Norwalk and the late An-
nie Theresa Cantrell Stores
of Washington DC. Also
survived by many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

Mary was a homemaker,
cook and avid antique
collector and dealer, often
first to arrive at estate and
yard sales. Her beautiful
gardens were admired

by all who passed them
on Teresa Circle in Ar-
lington, MA. Longtime
member of Arlington
Garden Club. Blessed with
lifelong friends Marilyn,
Flora, Marie, and Ida.

She loved to travel to
Cape Cod, Maine, the
Berkshires, and many
destinations in Europe.

Mary had a quick wit and
was a wonderful writer.
Her family gives special
thanks to staft at Bench-
mark Nashua Crossings
for their wonderful, loving
care. A celebration of life
is planned for spring.
Guest book at DohertyFu-
neralService.com. In lieu
of flowers, donations in
Mary’s memory to Ar-
lington Garden Club, No
Kid Hungry, Greenpeace
and Children’s Hospital

in Washington, DC. are
welcome.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING PAUL A. STONE

Obituary

Paul A. Stone, of Somer-
ville, passed away in the
comfort of his home
surrounded by the love of
his family on February 6,
2024. He was 70 years old.
Born in Cambridge, Paul

is one of six children born

to Hazel (Currier) and
Albert Stone.

The beloved husband of
Marie (DiBiase) Stone,
together they were mar-
ried for 49 years. Devoted
father of Michelle Stone
and her partner Edward
Hardy of Somerville,

and Paul Stone and his
partner Deirdre Finn of
Dorchester. Dear brother
of Jeanne Cassidy and
her late husband James,
Donna Stone, Michael
Stone and his wife Mau-
reen, William Stone, and

Francis Stone and his wife
Sandra. Brother-in-law of
Anne Curro and her hus-
band Peter. Also survived
by many nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.

Paul was a retired em-
ployee of the City of
Cambridge, where he
worked for 32 years. He
was a longtime member
of the Somerville D.A.V.
Club, where he enjoyed
time spent with his bud-
dies watching sports. He
loved his many trips to
Hampton Beach and the
golf course, especially the

annual Cape Cod trip.
Above all, Paul enjoyed
spending time with family
and sharing many meals
together, whether dining
out or at home.

Calling Hours Monday,
February 12th from
4:00PM -7:00PM.

*** Please note: Change of
the Funeral Date

Funeral Procession from
the George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home, 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.)
Somerville on Thursday,

February 15th at 9AM fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass
celebrated in St. Joseph
Church, Union Sq., at
10AM. Relatives and
friends invited to attend.

Services will conclude
with burial at Woodlawn
Cemetery, Everett.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Paul’s memory
can be made to the Amer-
ican Heart Association.

E/MEDFORD REMEMBERING DORIS TOMLINSON

Obituary

Tomlinson, Doris- Of
Somerville, passed away

SOMERVILL

peacefully on Thursday,
February 8, 2024. She was
99 years young.

Born in Lowell and raised
in Somerville. She was
the beloved daughter of
the late John and Flor-
ence (Hoxie) Tomlinson.
Doris was a teacher for 36
years and taught first and
second grade at the Brown
and Hodgkins Schools.
She was a Sunday school
teacher and coached the
church league basketball.

The beloved daughter of
the late John and Flor-
ence (Hoxie) Tomlinson.
The cherished longtime
friend of Audrey Schwartz
and her husband George
Christin of Medford and
their daughters Jessica
and Erica.

Calling Hours will be held
in the George L. Doherty
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.)

on Sunday, February 11,
2024, from 11:00AM to
12:00PM. Followed by a
prayer service at 12:00PM.

Relatives and friends are
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

Services will conclude
with a private burial at
Woodlawn Cemetery,

Everett.

RE-SIGNING LEASES (H 264)

—

By Bob Katzen

Would prohibit landlords
from requiring their
tenants to re-sign a lease
more than three months
in advance of the termina-
tion of their current lease.

“I filed this legislation in
response to complaints

I heard from tenants
who are being unfairly

required to re-sign their
lease only a few months
into their current lease,”
said sponsor Rep. Tackey
Chan (D-Quincy). “Ten-
ants are being forced to
make decisions about
their housing situation
more than six months in
advance and are finan-
cially penalized when they
cannot commit.”
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SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE:
REGISTRA MARIA CURTATONE’S UNETHICAL PREDATORY ACTIONS

Dear Billy T and Medford
News Weekly Speakup

Line,

So a childhood friend
from St Joe’s had his fami-
ly’s house in Somervile go
into receivership. He said
once it did, he was getting
called constantly by Maria
Curtatone begging him to
sell it to her.

He didn’t, but I do have to
wonder if she sits at her
desk all day hunting for
distressed property. So
predatory. It doesn’t even
sound ethical.

I just hope the St Jo€’s ref-
erence didn't tip her off.
The house is located right
near there. X But, yeah,

that behavior MUST be
called out.

Side note: the attorney
who wanted the property
reps the biggest private
landlord in the state. That
the City of Somerville is
just shoveling people out
of their homes is disturb-
ing.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE:

5AM LAIDLAW MEDFORD DUMPSTER FIRE BLAST

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News
Weekly Speakup Line,

I said when I checked all
my facts with the Fire
Dept post I made the oth-
er night I would spread
the information so people
can actually get some
transparency around here.

I have never in my life
had more respect for
a Chief, as I do, Chief

Freedman.

Chief Freedman: myself,
my little ladies and count-
less others in this com-
munity THANK YOU

for your many years of
dedication to Medford.

We are absolutely heart

[:[IMPLMHT
DEPARTMENT

PLEASE TAKE A NUMBER

broken to hear you have
resigned effectively imme-
diately as Chief from the
MFD. However, cannot
blame you one bit.

This man, is the true
definition of a leader. This
is what a chief looks like,
someone who displays
courage and stands up for
his fellow brothers and
sisters at the Medford Fire
Department.

This man has given back
so many times to the peo-
ple and kids of this com-
munity. Everytime I have
asked for something for
the kids, if he could make
it happen, he did. This
man didn’t bat an eyelash
when I asked him if we
could have a fire truck

holding the flag last year
for the Krystle Capmbell
tournament. Every time
we have asked to allow the
girl scouts to come check
out the Fire houses, he
made it happen and the
list goes on. Haven't seen
such a humble Chief in
years.

Hearing how this man
was treated by this Mayor
absolutely sickens me.

Allegedly he stood up to
this hostile administration
for his fellow Department
which took courage and
bravery.

He didn’t cower like
another Chief we know
has, to play politics. He
DEFENDS HIS BROTH-
ERS and SISTERS, as he
should. He is a Fireman’s,
FIREMAN in every sense
of the word.

Allegedly he was told

to suspend certain Fire
fighters who took allowed
time off. Time, they have
EARNED, and have abso-
lutely every right legally,
to take.

Good for him and good
for those of you who have
the courage to take a

stand when you were told
after waiting how many
years for a contract? That
now the money you were
supposed to FINALLY
receive for covid pay was
going to be sent out in
installments rather than
1 check that was agreed
upon and that you de-
serve?!

An administration mind
you, that has been doing
back doors deals, has law-
suit after lawsuit, no staff,
and is down right berat-
ing the good men of this
community, seems like
someone has some resent-
ments she needs to work
on calling them “the mans
club” all the time, kinda
discriminating if you ask
me, one who is using her
power and the whole “I
am women hear me roar”
mantra to find fault with
men, then play the victim,
men who have given so
much to this community.
The same men who stood
behind her when she first
ran for office.

Funny we had money just
fine to give the SC a raise
that she just so happens
to sit on the chair of yet
our brave first respond-
ers get treated like this?

Shame on anyone of you
SC members for accept-
ing that raise just my
opinion, only 1 of you had
the courage to speak out
against this.

She’s now allegedly telling
them they can’t erase text
messages, emails or any
other correspondence
due to her investigation,
to save her own, I'm sure.
Who in Gods name does
she think she is telling
people what they can and
cannot do with there own
personal cell phones?

Cheif Freedman you will
be missed greatly. Walk
with your head held high,
you are a class act my
friend, nothing but love
and utmost respect for
you.

Kerry Laidlaw

Superlor A1r Cond1t1on1ng

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

GREEN CAB

GREEN CAB

l"" Green Cah & Yellow Cah of Somerville

617-625-5000
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TAX RELIEF PACKAGE (H 4104) Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

The House 155-1, Senate
38-1, approved a tax relief
package that supporters
say will provide $561.3
million in tax relief in
fiscal year 2024 and $1.02
billion per year in subse-
quent years.

Provisions include in-
creasing the rental deduc-
tion cap from $3,000 to
$4,000; reducing the estate
tax for all taxpayers and
eliminating the tax for all
estates under $2 million by
allowing a uniform credit
of $99,600; increasing

the refundable tax credit
for a dependent child,
disabled adult or senior
from $180 to $310 per
dependent in taxable year
2023, and then to $440 in
subsequent years while
eliminating the child/de-
pendent cap; doubling the
refundable senior circuit
breaker tax credit from
$1,200 to $2,400; increas-
ing the refundable Earned
Income Tax Credit from
30 percent to 40 percent
of the federal credit; and

reducing the short-term
capital gains tax rate from
12 percent to 8.5 percent.

Other provisions double
the lead paint tax credit to
$3,000 for full abatement
and $1,000 for partial
abatement; ensure that
employer student loan
payments are not treated
as taxable compensation;
make public transit fares,
as well as ferry and re-
gional transit passes and
bike commuter expenses,
eligible for the commuter
expense tax deduction;
increase from $1,500 to
$2,000 the maximum that
municipalities may pay
seniors to do volunteer
work to reduce their prop-
erty taxes; raise the annual
authorization for the low
income housing tax credit
from $40 million to $60
million; and allow cities
and towns to adopt a local
property tax exemption
for affordable real estate
that is rented by a person
whose income is less than
a certain level set by the
municipality.

The measure also includes
two provisions which the
Mass Fiscal Alliance says
will result in tax hikes.
One would require Mas-
sachusetts married couples
who file income tax re-
turns jointly at the federal
level to do the same at

the state level. The other
changes the system under
Chapter 62F that requires
that annual tax revenue
above a certain amount
collected by the state go
back to the taxpayers.
Under current law, the
money is returned to tax-
payers based on what he
or she earned and paid in
taxes. The new tax package
changed that and provided
that each taxpayer will
receive a flat rate refund,
unrelated to what they
earned or paid in taxes.

“This is the most signifi-
cant tax relief package in
a generation,” said Senate
President Karen Spilka
(D-Ashland). “This legis-
lation is going to put real
dollars into the pockets
of the people who need it
most, including parents,

seniors, young people and
middle class families who
are struggling to keep up
with rising costs. This bill
includes a historic expan-
sion of housing programs
that will ignite affordable
housing development and
ease the housing crunch,
as well as significant relief
for families with young
children. It will also make
Massachusetts a more
competitive place to live
and work and encourages
businesses to continue
investing in our region.”

“Back in April, I stood at
the rostrum for about 13
minutes and expressed

a mix of support for the
many elements of this bill
that will help working
families and people expe-
riencing poverty — while
at the same time criticiz-
ing the elements of this
bill that will benefit large
corporations and the su-
per-rich,” said Rep. Mike
Connolly (D-Cambridge),
the only House member to
vote against the package.

“From my vantage point,

this bill was significantly
improved through the
conference committee
process, and there are
several elements of the bill
I enthusiastically sup-
port,” continued Connolly.
“And yet, as I stand here
today;, I still cannot bring
myself to support the total
price tag of $1.1 billion
once fully implemented.
Not after we just spent a
decade working to pass
the Fair Share Amend-
ment to gain desperately
needed new revenue ... A
lot more needs to be done,
including bigger public
investments in programs,
services and infrastructure
— investments that could
be significantly con-
strained by the overall cost
of today’s tax cut bill”

(A “Yes” vote is for the tax
relief package. A “No” vote
is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 HAS A NEW COMMANDER

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on

its new Installation of Commander Steve
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the
good things that you will bring to the VFW

under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

Commander

VFW Post 1012

114 Mystic Ave
Medford, MA 02155

Office 781-395-2519
Cell 7B1-572-8200

Steve McLaughlin

Commander VWS (0@ gmail o om

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

il “Without all of the hustle and

bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining
experience that will keep you
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating

and absolutely worth checking

them out!” Somerville/Medford
News Weekly/Boston News
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining
is open for business!

Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our

website as well as our social me-

dia channels. Please stay tuned

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be
available through our website,
over the phone and in person.
Starting Tuesday, for every gift
card purchase over $100, we
will add an additional $20 gift
card as a way to thank you for
your support.

If there is anything in particular
you would like to see from us
or if you need help preparing
food at home for your families
please reach out and we will do

our best to help. Whether it be
recipe ideas with random things
you might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help with
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040

34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued
support.
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$388.6 MILLION FISCAL 2023 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (H 3548)

By Bob Katzen

The House 153-0, Senate
39-0, approved a $388.6
million fiscal 2023 supple-
mental budget.

Provisions include $65
million for free school
meals; $130 million to keep
expanded nutrition as-
sistance in place for a few
more months; $2 million
for the reimbursement of

SNAP benefits for victims
of benefit theft; $250,000
for a free abortion-related
legal hotline; $45 million
for emergency shelter as-
sistance; $40 million to sup-
port affordable housing for
immigrants and refugees;
and $2 million for the Bos-
ton branch of the NAACP
for costs of some programs
to be included in its 114th
National NAACP Confer-
ence in 2023 in Boston.

Other provisions keep some
pandemic-era programs, set
to expire, in place includ-

ing allowing restaurants to

sell beer, wine and cocktails

for take-out; expanding
outdoor dining; and ex-

tending the authority, set to

expire in a few weeks, for

public bodies, agencies and

commissions to hold their
meetings remotely.

“This supplemental budget
ensures that our common-
wealth continues to support
the most vulnerable among
us while also building on
the lessons we learned
during the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Senate
President Karen Spilka
(D-Ashland). “I'm proud
to say that the Legislature
has proven once again that

it has the courage to chart a

course that leaves no place

or person in the common-
wealth behind”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
$388.6 million supplemen-
tal budget.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes Sen.
Patricia Jehlen Yes

SOMERVILLE EARLY VOTING AND VOTING BY
MAIL INFORMATION FOR MASSACHUSETTS PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION

SOMERVILLE - The Presi-
dential Primary election for
the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts is Tuesday, March
5. The primary election is
open to all registered voters
in Somerville. Somerville vot-
ers can vote early in person or
by mail.

Register to Vote by February
24

You can register one of three
ways:

Register to vote online at
somervillema.gov/registerto-
vote, or in person at City Hall
(93 Highland Ave.)

Call the Elections Depart-
ment (617-625-6600 ext.
4200) and request a voter
registration form.

Call 311 (617-666-3311) and
they will connect you to Elec-
tions.

The registration deadline is
Saturday February 24, at 12
a.m. online or in person by
5 p.m. You also may mail in
your form it must be post-
marked by February 24.

Vote Early at City Hall, Feb-
ruary 24 - March 1

Vote early at City Hall

from Saturday, February 24
through Friday, March 1.

The schedule is as follows:

Saturday, February 24, 9 a.m.-
5p.m.

Sunday, February 25, 11 a.m.-
5p.m.

Monday, February 26, 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, February 27, 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 28, 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 29 8:30
a.m.-7:30 p.m. (all-day and
evening hours)

Friday, March 1, 8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. (morning only)

How to Vote by Mail

Applications to vote by mail
must be received by 5 p.m.,
February 27:

Applications to vote by mail
must be received (not post-
marked) by the Somerville
Elections Department by 5
p.m. on Tuesday, February
27. Download an applica-
tion from somervillema.gov/
votebymail, pick one up in
the Elections office at City
Hall, or request one be mailed
to you by calling Elections at
617-625-6600 ext. 4200.

Ballots must be received by 8
p-m., Tuesday, March 5:

Eligible voters who submit
valid applications will receive
their ballot in the mail.
Ballots must be completed,
signed, sealed, and received

by the City no later than 8

p.m. on Tuesday, March 5.

Voters can check the status
of their ballot on the state’s
website.

How to return your
application and ballot:

Drop boxes:

Leave it in a drop box at one
of the following

locations:

City Hall concourse, 93 High-
land Ave.

East Somerville Community
School, across from 68 Glen
St.

In front of the Argenziano
School, 290 Washington St.

In front of the Somerville
Community Baptist Church,
31 College Ave.

In front of the Igreja Presbite-
riana De Boston Church, 212
School St.

In front of Saint Catherine of
Genoa Church parking lot,

182 Summer St.

In front of the Armory, 191
Highland Ave.

In front of Dilboy Post, 351
Summer St.

In front of the Tufts Adminis-
trative Building, 167 Holland
St.

In front of the West Somer-
ville Neighborhood School at
177 Powder House Blvd.

Ballots can also be returned
directly to the Somerville
Elections office located at City
Hall or mailed to Somerville
Elections Department, 93
Highland Avenue, Somerville,
MA, 02143.

Completed applications
ONLY can be emailed to
vote@somervillema.gov or
faxed to 617-625-5643. Bal-
lots cannot be returned by
email or fax.

For all information about
voting in Somerville, go to
somervillema.gov/elections.

$375 MILLION FOR ROADS AND BRIDGES (S 2375) Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

The House 157-0, Senate 38-0,
approved a bill that includes
authorizing $200 million in
one-time funding for the
maintenance and repair of local
roads and bridges in cities and
towns across the state.

The $375 million package, a
bond bill under which the fund-
ing would be borrowed by the
state through the sale of bonds,
also includes $175 million for
several transportation-related
grant programes.

The programs funded by the
$175 million include the munic-

ipal small bridge program; the
complete streets program; a bus
transit infrastructure program;
and grants for municipalities to
purchase electric vehicles and
the infrastructure needed to
support them.

“Providing funding for critical
infrastructure projects through
investments in the common-
wealth’s public transportation,
roads and bridges is one of the
most important responsibilities
that we have as members of the
Legislature,” said House Speaker
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy).

“I'm proud of the support for
regional infrastructure that this
legislation provides, and of the

funding that it allocates for the
purchasing of electric vehicles

by transit authorities”

(A “Yes” vote is for the $375
million package.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep.
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Paul
Donato Yes Rep. Erika Uyterho-
even Yes Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
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C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD

Superior Air
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635

Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394

781-393-5959

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

Dave Sidoti

Nails 2 |

APPOINTMENT & WALK-INS WELCOME

ARIS

* Acrylic Nail * Silk Wrap
* Gel Nails * Pink & White Commercial
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TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145

| NAKE-IT-AWAY INC

_ SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

1-800-436-5980

Direct: 781-858-8314
Fax: 781-396-1084

Office: 781-396-4192
617-623-6459

@ snakeitawayrichie@comcast.net BEB

BBB
www.snakeitaway.net ——
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE(781)658 0240

Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

. The first step to becom-  until January 16th.

ing a police officer is to

take the Massachusetts If you missed our first

Civil Service Police En- information session, we

trance exam. will be holding another -
one on January 10th at the N Dw

You can apply for Medford Police Depart-

HIRING

the exam at https://
POLICE OFFICERS

www.mass.gov/info-
details/2024-municipal-
police-officer-mbta-
transit-police-officer-and-
state-trooper-examination

ment from 6:00-8:30pm. ——

am
an 15

Obituary Loving mother of Donald
Simmons and his wife Jane of

Holliston.

Zachary, Jackie and Adam.
Great grandmother of Gidian,
Henry and Eli.

ville Schools for many years.

O’Callaghan, Diane D. (Rugo-
letti) — Of Somerville suddenly
February 8, 2024. Sister of David and Dennis Ru-
goletti, the late Lilly Anderson,
Charlotte Raise and Ralph

Rugoletti.

Funeral services are private.

Interment, Woodlawn Cem-
Beloved wife of the late John etery, Everett.

“Jack” O’Callaghan.

Dear grandmother of David, Diane worked for the Somer-

REVIVE “HAPPY HOURS” (S 157) Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

Would allow cities and
towns to permit restau-
rants that are licensed

to serve alcohol to offer
discounted prices on al-
coholic beverages during
dates and time periods
specified by the city or
town. The measure pro-
hibits any alcohol from
being discounted after 10
p.m.

Under current law,

passed in 1984, restau-
rants have been prohib-
ited from holding “happy
hours” during which
some alcoholic drinks are
free or the price is re-
duced. The 1984 law was
sparked by the Septem-
ber 1983 death of Kath-
leen Barry, a 20-year-old
from Weymouth, when
Barry and her friend won
free pitchers of beer at a
Braintree Ground Round.
After leaving the bar, Bar-
ry and a friend climbed

on top of a drunk friend’s
car for a ride around a
Braintree parking lot and
Barry fell under the car
and was dragged 50 feet
to her death.

“Much has changed in
Massachusetts since a
happy hour ban was
enacted in 1984, said
sponsor Sen. Julian Cyr
(D-Truro). “The drinking
age has long been settled
at 21, stiff penalties have
been established to deter

drunk driving and ride
hailing apps have be-
come a popular way to
safely get around on a
night out. While alcohol-
related offenses decline
across the country and
little compelling evidence
exists linking happy
hour with higher rates

of alcohol-related DUIs,
Massachusetts remains
the last state in the coun-
try to have an absolute
ban on happy hour.

Cyr continued, “In the
aftermath of COVID-19
and advent of remote
work, happy hour is a
tool that can help revi-
talize main streets and
downtowns struggling for
foot traffic. This legisla-
tion empowers munici-
palities to determine if
they want to allow local
restaurants to offer happy
hour specials and decide
if it is the right choice for
their community.”

$56.2 BILLION FISCAL 2024 STATE BUDGET (H 4040)

By Bob Katzen

The House 156-2, Senate 39-0,
approved a $56.2 billion fiscal
2024 state budget for the fiscal
year that began July 1, 2023.
The price tag represents a $3.8
billion increase over last year’s
fiscal 2023 budget.

Provisions include $171.5 mil-
lion to require public schools
to provide universal free
school meals to all students;
$50 million to support free
community colleges; $50 mil-
lion to create Green School
Works, a program to fund
projects to install and maintain

clean energy infrastructure at
public schools; $6.59 billion in
Chapter 70 education fund-
ing for cities and towns, an
increase of $604 million over
last year; $504.5 million for
the special education circuit
breaker; $181 million for
MBTA capital projects; $19.81
billion for MassHealth, the
state’s Medicaid program that
provides health care for low-
income and disabled persons;
and a new law that prisons
must provide free unlimited
incoming and outgoing phone
calls for prisoners.

Another provision would

allow undocumented/illegal
immigrants to qualify for the
lower in-state college tuition
rate if they attended high
school here for at least three
years and graduated or com-
pleted a GED.

“Massachusetts continues to
move in a positive direction
by making significant invest-
ments in this budget,” said
Rep. Todd Smola (R-Warren),
the ranking House member of
the Committee on Ways and
Means. “We prioritize local
funding by increasing general
government aid to municipali-
ties and double the minimum

aid contribution per pupil for
education.”

“While there were many good
provisions in the budget, the
final version contained poli-
cies, unrelated to the budget
itself, that we could not sup-
port,” said Reps. Nick Boldyga
(R-Southwick) and Marc Lom-
bardo (R-Billerica) in a joint
statement.

The statement continued, “Se-
niors, renters, small businesses
and hard-working families

can barely afford to make ends
meet. As a result, Massachu-
setts continues to see one of
the highest out-migrations in

the country. At the same time,
this budget provides a massive
expansion in financial benefits
for illegal immigrants. It’s
easier for Hollywood movie
studios and multi-national
corporations to get massive tax
cuts than for the working-class
to catch a break. The people of
Massachusetts deserve better.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the budget.
A “No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes Rep.
Paul Donato Yes Rep. Erika
Uyterhoeven Yes Sen. Patricia
Jehlen Yes




The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Tuesday February 13th, 2024

FREE PHONE CALLS FOR PRISONERS (H 4051)

11

By Bob Katzen

The House 132-26, (Sen-
ate on a voice vote without
a roll call vote), approved
a proposal that beginning
on December 1, 2023,
would provide free phone
calls and video calls for all
prisoners in Massachu-
setts.

The vote was mostly along
party lines with all Repub-
licans and one Democrat

voting against the bill and

all other Democrats vot-
ing for it.

Currently there is no
legal requirement for free
phone calls in prisons.
Each facility contracts
separately for telephone
service.

“The telephone is a life-
line for people locked in
prisons and their fami-
lies, but phone company
profiteering and kickbacks
to prisons, have made
calls unaffordable,” said

Aaron Steinberg, Com-
munications Director of
Prisoners’ Legal Services
of Massachusetts. “This
landmark law will allow
for precious human con-
tact between incarcerated
people and their children
and other loved ones. This
will help families thrive
and help incarcerated
people succeed when they
return to our communi-
ties.”

Steinberg continued, that

under current law, “each
facility contracts separate-
ly for telephone service
and with current contract-
ing provisions, facilities
are given kickbacks called
‘site commissions, with
little incentive to negotiate
for the lowest rate.”

“Every law abiding citizen
that has a job and works
40 plus hours a week has
to pay for phone calls;”
said Boldyga. “Why are
criminals entitled to free

phone calls? It’s complete-
ly ridiculous and absurd
that Democrats are giving
free anything to crimi-
nals. Criminals and their
families should be paying
for their phone calls, not
taxpayers.

(A “Yes” vote is for the
bill. A “No” vote is against
it.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes

Rep. Paul Donato Yes Rep.

Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

NEW CABINET POSITION: SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND LIVABLE COMMUNITIES (H 43)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 39-0 (No
House roll call), approved
Gov. Maura Healey’s
reorganization plan that
would split the cur-

rent Executive Office of

Housing and Economic
Development into two
separate cabinet level
departments: the new

Secretary of Housing and
Livable Communities and
the renamed Secretary of

Economic Development.

“The creation of a new
Secretariat will bring a
cabinet-level focus to the
commonwealth’s housing
crisis,” said Sen. Nick Col-
lins (D-Boston), Chair of
the Senate Committee on

State Administration and
Regulatory Oversight. He
noted that Gov. Healey
will now be able put her
vision for housing and
livable communities into
action”

(A “Yes” vote is for the
bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS |
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL
(781) 589-4115

PLANT

)
'g_' Dental impiants | Orthodontics | Perodontics
v

Sedation Dentistry | Casmelics

Dr. Brendan T. McLaughlin
Pe , Dental Implants and IV S

519 ON BROADWAY

2 i 201 B {00 o B - b A T2
281 Broadway - Somerville, MA 02145 ol it 1E - Frami
LUIUH? www.DentPlant.com drbrendan@dentplant.com

BENIAM
HOME INPROVEMENT

H BBE Cambridge Mobile Sound Inc.

234 Monsi u,n or O’Brien Highway,
Cambri l|,, Ma. 02141

/ J{@i\i

v RESIDENTIAL PAINTING +CARPENTRY WORK .
<+ COMMERCIAL PAINTING +GUTTERS @
+POWER WASHING < ROOFING ’
+INTERIOR PAINTING +HOUSE CLEAMING SERVICE e : l
+EXTERIOR PAINTING +HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR et
+KITCHEN REMODELING + GEMERAL CONTRACTOR |
/BATHROOM REMODELING  + NEW CONSTRUCTION Remote Starters
1-617-970-9063 from $169.99 installed
Get Ready for the Winter!
Bring in this ad coupon and get an Extended
OPFEN HOLEEE L..lll"“m”x Rangf antenna ($50 l:lollar va%ue} for free Plus
Rl - CSL LICENSE NO. 114048 | HIC LICENSE ND. 196838 $20 dollars off our already low prices! Expires

12/23/2014.

WLIHELE CLAHS aEmIT)

& SEALCOATING

AL
781-646-1777

THE KEMIS DF SDMEMVILLE AND MEDFCAD

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

INSULATION, LLC.

« Fiberglass Batts  * Blown-In Cellulose
» Open And Closed Cell Spray Foam
« Fireproofing * Air Sealing * Sound Proofing
«Duct Wrap °Pipe Wrap e« Venting
« Rubbermaid Ventilated Closet Shelving
« Galaxie Central Vacuum Systems
« Removal of Old Existing Insulation
« Seamless Aluminum Gutters Installed

Seruing AU of New England
Since 1985

M
WE|DELIVER;THE,MOST DEPENDABLE® ﬁFFURDABLE m

| DFFDUMPSTERIRENTALS}THROUGHOUT NEW ENELAHr s

MILLENNIUM

MILLENNIUM BESTOF
« We service Boston and Greater New England ::2: ‘l]} |l]l ':T

« We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
* We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.

781-395-1200 » 800-793-3746
Fax: 781-395-5055

WWW.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155
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Residential Fully Insured
Commercial 1 Lic # 28182

Floral Designs SUPREME

508 Somervile Avenue

Som{;elr;\(fill;zd I\f‘lazflgM?x DIGITAL
wagnerfloraldesigns.com MARKETING

978-595-2828

facebook com/WagnerFloralDesigns L
wagnereandro2@hotmail.com

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

(617} B23-5678

SuNDCH (617) 623-9048

ELIAS & ABE AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Broadway Sunoco

ALUTO SERVICE GEMTER
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN CAR REPAIR
STATE IMSPECTION STICKERS
ABE 5. MANSOUR

ELIAS Y. MANSOUR 258 BROADWAY

Premiere on Broadway
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#TeamTauroF}RegistrarOﬂ)eedSZOM

William "Billy" Tauro
For

South Middlesex County
Registrar Of Deeds

by 4 : L" . 4
#TEAMTAUROforRegistrarOfDeeds
2024

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!

s SR LT ;

"
.# T

y =

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!
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GREEN CAB

Manage Your Entire

GREEN CAB Taxi Experience
Through Our Mobile

App!

Cashless? No Problem. We Accept
ALL Major Credit Cards Inside

Reservations
Our Taxis.
Or Place Your Card on File in Our 5 .
App! at Rate Request

ELECT
CHRISTINE DOHERTY
CANDIDATE FOR (i’:\' 0‘3%@“’“
MASSACHUSETTS Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Lacourt Realty, LLC & 300 Somerville Avenue Realty, LLC are pleased to announce
REPUBLIC AN ST ATE available through the City of Somerville Inclusionary Housing Program at:
COMMITTEEWOMAN
SECOND MIDDLESEX

DISTRICT

Features: shared deck space

#CHRISTINE

& DOHERTY

. 4 0,
Republican State Household Size Min. Income* Tier 1 (50% AMI)
Committeewoman : Maximum Income Limits
March 5, 2024 2 $59,400
# 3 $37,848.00 (300 Somerville Ave.) 566,800
4 AND $74,200
80,150
5 $40,080 (124 College Ave.) $80,
6 $86,120
Cambridge ¢ Medford ¢ Somerville * Winchester
christineformagopsc.com
Help us campaien toda 300 Somerville Ave. #6 2 $1,290 N/A 1,509
p paig Y 124 College Ave. #2-5 2 $1,492 Water; Sewer 650
for a better tomorrow. * Min. income requirements are waived for households with rental subsidies through mobile housing vouchers such as Section 8, MRVP, VASH etc.
Click on link below

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE: Tues. Jun. 27— Wed. Jul. 26 22
Lo Online at: somervillema.gov/inclusionaryhousing
httpSI/ /chr lstlneformagOpSC.Com/ Request hard applications and more information at: (617) 625-6600 X 2566 or inclusionary(@somervillema.gov

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Wed. Jul. 26, 2023 at 2:00 PM
Faxed to: 617-591-3235; Emailed to: inclusionary@somervillema.gov

Mailed/Dropped off to: City Hall Annex: 50 Evergreen Ave., Somerville, MA 02145;

to visit Christine’s website:

LOTTERY: Tues. Aug., 1, 2023 @ 3PM | Register to view the lottery here:
https:/ /attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2110441532871509852

VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS: Thurs. @ 5:30-7:30 PM
Online: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/591022621 Call in: +1 (872) 240-3412 / Access code: 591-022-621
7 5 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: INCLUSIONARY@SOMERVILLEMA.GOV / 617-625-6600 ext. 2566
The Somerville/Medford News Weekl

Visit: somervillema.gov/inclusionaryhousing

The #1 News Source For Somerville & Medford
‘Thank You Somerville& Medford
“Now with 40 Full Pages’

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 06/27/23, 07/04/23, 07/11/23, 07/18/23

25 Cents

Individuals with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication, written materials in alternative formats, or reasonable modifications in

policies and procedures, in order to access the programs and activities nfthe City (fSomervi]lc or to attend meetings, should contact the ADA Coordinator, Adrienne
omeroy, a - 5’ X 5 or apomero omervillema.gov.

P oy, at 617-625-6600 x2259 or ap oy (@s llema.g

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping

GET THE BERKSHIRE e

(781)395-1200
H‘%}Eﬂg@{ (800)793-3746

John Buccelli
GREEN CAB Real Estate Professional « Broker Associate
Sellers Save Thousands! ) ‘ ’
! Call about our 2.5% Savings Program - : ~
/ Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
- \—‘//» over the phone appraisal of your home. M I L L E N N I U M
YELLOW CAB buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue « Somerville MA 02144

GREEN CAB
= Green Cab & Yellow Cah

617-625-5000

Due to overwhelming
response, we've extended
our $10 discount on
Logan airport rides. ..

u"“ﬂm'ﬂﬂm““m
DILBGT VPN PEST 529
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Legal Ad Notice

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPE-
CIAL

ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY
AMENDS

THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2024-1 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Parking” is amended with the addition of
the

following location: 41-43 Putnam Rd.

2024-2 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety Zones” is amended as follows: Fire Lane on Ran-
dolph

Place on the south side of the street from Cross St. for a distance of 18 ft. in a westerly
direction,

Fire Lane on Randolph Place on the south side of the street from Flint Ave for a distance
of 94 ft.

in an easterly direction, Fire Lane on Randolph Place the entire length of the north side
of the

street for a distance of 252 ft.

2023-3 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety Zones” is amended as follows: Fire Lanes on Gor-
don St.,

running from the corner at North St. down both sides in a westerly direction for a dis-
tance of 20

ft.

PROMULGATED: JANUARY 11, 2024
ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024
FEBRUARY 6, 2024

FEBRUARY 13, 2024

EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024

Suzanne Rinfret, Director

2023-136 Amending 2023-64 promulgated 6/8/23 (advertised 6/13/23, 6/20/23, 6/27/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-136.

2023-137 Amending 2023-65 promulgated 6/8/23 (advertised 6/13/23, 6/20/23, 6/27/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-137.

PROMULGATED: JUNE 8, 2023
RE-ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024

FEBRUARY 6, 2024
FEBRUARY 13, 2024
EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024

Suzanne Rinfret, Director

2023-138 Amending 2023-66 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-138.

2023-139 Amending 2023-67 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-139.

2023-140 Amending 2023-68 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-140.

2023-141 Amending 2023-69 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-141.

2023-142 Amending 2023-70 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-142.

2023-143 Amending 2023-71 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-143.

2023-144 Amending 2023-72 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23)
by

changing the regulation number only to 2023-144.

PROMULGATED: JULY 13, 2023
RE-ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024
FEBRUARY 6, 2024

FEBRUARY 13, 2024

EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024

Suzanne Rinfret, Director

2023-145 Amending 2023-30 promulgated 11/9/23 (advertised 11/21/23, 11/28/23,
12/5/23) by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-145.

PROMULGATED: NOVEMBER 9, 2023
RE-ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024
FEBRUARY 6, 2024

FEBRUARY 13, 2024

EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024

Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly (1/30/24, 2/6/24, 2/13/24

COCO FLOW STYLE
BARBER SHOP

SOMERVILLE

»
!

“Somerville’s Best of the Best
(857)233-6748

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70

BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

_.
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By Bob Katzen

The House has given

initial approval to a bill
that would require that
any group or individual
soliciting contributions

for a charitable organiza-
tion by mail or telephone,
to inform potential donors
what percentage of contri-
butions go directly to the
charity.

Supporters said that often-

times people who make
donations assume that 100
percent of their donation
goes directly to the char-
ity when in fact a private
fundraising company is
getting a percentage of the

money raised.

“People should feel secure
that their charitable dona-
tions are being used in an
appropriate manner and
going to the organization
they chose to support”

said sponsor Rep. Paul
McMurtry (D-Dedham).
“This added disclosure by
solicitors protects both the
commonwealth’s donors
and charitable organiza-
tions.”

DIGITAL COUPONS FOR SENIORS (H 4154)

By Bob Katzen

Would require grocery
stores to apply all avail-
able digital coupons to the

orders of senior citizens
over 65, even if the person
does not have the digital
coupons on their phone.

“This proposal was filed
by request of a constitu-
ent,” said sponsor Rep.
Jeft Turco (D-Winthrop).
“Many senior citizens do

not use a smart phone
and therefore do not have
access to digital coupons
and as a result they pay
higher prices at the regis-

ter. This legislation would
apply all applicable digital
coupons automatically to

our seniors.”

CREATE EMERGENCY DISASTER RELIEF PROGRAM (S 2506)

By Bob Katzen

The Committee on Emer-
gency Preparedness

and Management held

a hearing on a measure
that would create an
emergency disaster relief
program managed by the
Massachusetts Emergency

Management Agency
(MEMA) and funded with
$250 million from excess
capital gains revenue that
would otherwise be trans-
ferred to the Rainy Day
Fund.

Supporters explained that
federal disaster declara-

tions can only be triggered
when certain and specific
criteria occur. They noted
the total amount of the
storm damage must meet
a certain dollar amount
threshold, or the disaster
must exceed the response
capability of the state and
local governments.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

AIR CONDIT!ONING & REFRlGERAT\O\\
e

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
_ & HEATING (617) 257-6394

ANDOVER

“Massachusetts is one

of a few states that does
not have a framework in
place to respond to di-
sasters, climate-related or
otherwise, in our mu-
nicipalities,” said spon-
sor Sen. Jo Comerford
(D-Northampton). “We
saw first-hand this past

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

summer the devastating
toll weather events have
on our communities’
infrastructure, across the
commonwealth.”




The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly Tuesday February 13th, 2024 17

SOMERVILLE JOB CREATION AND
RETENTION TRUST COMMITTEE SEEKS ONE NEW MEMBER

The City of Somerville Job
Creation and Retention

Trust (JCRT) is now ac-
cepting applications for one
local business representa-
tive to join the committee
as a new member.

The JCRT assists the City
of Somerville in the cre-
ation and maintenance of
employment opportunities
within and near Somerville
for local residents.

The time commitment for
JCRT committee members
is typically two-three hours

per month, including a
monthly evening meeting.
Other potential time com-
mitments include possible
subcommittee meetings,
and reviewing meet-

ing materials. Members
serve three-year terms in

a volunteer capacity. All
members are appointed by
the Mayor and approved
by the City Council. All
Trustees must comply with
and sign the City of Somer
ville’s Code of Conduct for
Board, Commission, and
Committee Members.
Applications are due
Monday, February 26th by
12 p.m. Interested candi-
dates are asked to submit a
resume and brief answers
to the following questions
by email to wblackmer@
somervillema.gov or by
mail to William Blackmer,
City of Somerville, OSPCD,

93 Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA. 02143.

Questions for Somerville
Job Creation and Retention
Trust Committee Appli-
cants

What is your connection

to a Somerville business?
What is your experience
with hiring locally? De-

tail your/your organiza-
tion’s experience hiring
individuals from diverse
backgrounds (includ-

ing individuals without
post-secondary education,
individuals who speak Eng-
lish as a second or other
language, individuals from
low-income backgrounds,
individuals from underrep-
resented racial and gender
backgrounds, etc.

What has been your
interaction with the work-

force development system,
agencies, or nonprofits

as a job seeker, employer,
professional, or other stake-
holder?

Have you served on a
nonprofit board or govern-
mental advisory committee
in the past or currently? If
so0, what is one lesson you
would take from that expe-
rience to the Job Creation
and Retention Trust Board
of Trustees?

What do you believe is the
biggest threat facing the
regional labor market in
the next 10 years?

What do you believe is the
most urgent issue facing
job seekers or employers
today that the Job Creation
and Retention Trust could
address?

Please contact William at
the email above or 617-
625-6600 ext. 2547 with
any questions or for more
information.

The City of Somerville does
not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion,
age, national origin, disabil-
ity, or any other protected
category. Auxiliary aids and
services, written materials
in alternative formats, and
reasonable modifications

in policies and procedures
will be provided to quali-
fied applicants and employ-
ees with disabilities free of
charge, upon request.

oin The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group

rnEs
&
et
[}

)

YOU DONT

NEED A

REASON TO

\> Blessing Backpack Checklist

<

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square

Give what you can, Take what you need

Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook
and please join the group!

The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of
Somerville is overwhelming.

Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the

homeless and less fortunate.

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.

One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza

in Union Square.
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”

Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

BASICS: TOILETRIES
_ Wool beame {hat} _ Multi-purpose wipses
Smart wool socks Chagistick

__ Gloves __Facial wipes
_ Scarf _ Muopisturizer

__ Comib
FOOD & DRIMNEK Toothbrush & tooth paste
_ Quality nstant colfee _ Grooming kit
~ Tea
__ Energy drink SURVIVAL
__ Beef prky __ First aid kit
__ Dwied fruit __ Water botile with built in filter
__ Fruit leathers __ Heat-pack
__ Trail mix __ Muli-purpose ool
_ Nuts
__ Granoda bars TREATS
__ Protein powder packets _ Chocolates
__ Restaurant gift cards __ Fruit snacks

__ Cookie snack packs
HELP THEM CONNECT __ Candy {individually wrapped}
__Jourmal & pen __ Minis
__ Statignany __ Chewing gum
__ Slamps
__ Pre-paid phone card SPLURGE:

Starbucks. gift card
Compact rewsable bag

Somerville Computers

S
il

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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The Law Ofhices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real EsReal Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

« PLASTER/STUCCO
+ BASEMENT REPAIRS

The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP
(617) 377-0527

CHIMNEY REPAIRS / POINTING / LINED / CAPPED / REBUILT
ROOF REPAIRS / REPLACEMENT - PAINTING -
SIDING - FOUNDATIONS

Caak
FEEEE’SFI.HHE

75 Somerset Rd., Hruul:lme, MA 02445
ww.hesthustnnmnﬁngandmasu nrycorp.com
masonrybestboston@gmail.com

Call or Email for FREE Estimate of your project

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819 4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE
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On Wednesday, February  collect donations for the one who donated and the

7th 2024, our Community unhoused population, RS] Department for their

Affairs Unit was able to they were able to drop efforts. Somerville Police

partner with the City’s off a bus load of needed Department Somerville

Race and Social Justice supplies from jackets to Department of Racial and

Department. blankets and toiletries. We  Social Justice SONMERVILLE
Through their efforts to would like to thank every-

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING SALVATORE VASTA

Vasta, Salvatore- Of

Somerville, died on
Sunday, February
11, 2024. He was 80 -

years old.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING THOMAS J. OHARE

Obituary Thursday, February 8, A graveside service will be
2024. He was 77 years old.  held on Friday, February
O’Hare, Thomas J. - Of 16th at Woodlawn Cem-
New York, formerly of Complete obit to be etery, 302 Elm Street, Ev-
Somerville, passed away posted. erett at 11:00AM. Please
by his loving family on meet directly at the Gate.

SOMERVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT PROMOTION

Captain Mark Matthews
was promoted to the rank
of District Chief at the
February 8th City Coun-
cil meeting.

District Chief Matthews
(center) is shown at his
promotion ceremony
which Assistant Chief
Sean Tierney and Chief
Charles Breen.

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)
25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

General Contractor

Restoration Specialist

G

Walter Hussey -Owner
0:781-438-5458 WH&S
C: 617-906-2660 Construction Group

WHSConstructionGroup@gmail.com
15 Rush street, Somerville MA 02145

__/p TAM-9AM ===
‘ ~ (DINEINONLY) =

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES Congualalatiens
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

+ PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
- TEAM AWARD WINNER
]

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com
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NOMINATION PAPERS NOW AVAILABLE FOR 2024 CANDIDATES

By Bob Katzen

Nomination papers are now
available for candidates who
are planning to run for office
in the September 2024 pri-
mary election and Novem-
ber 2024 general election.
Under state law, candidates
are required to gather a
certain number of signatures
in order to qualify for the
ballot. Papers are available in
the Office of the Secretary of

the State’s Elections Division,
located at 1 Ashburton Place
in Boston and Galvin’s other
offices in Springfield and Fall
River.

Offices to be filled at this
year’s election include Presi-
dent and Vice-president,
U.S. Senator, U.S. representa-
tive, Governor’s Councilor,
State Senator, State Repre-
sentative, Register of Deeds,
Clerk of Courts, County

Commissioner.

Candidates for district and
county offices have until
April 30, 2024 to gather
signatures and submit their
papers to local registrars

of voters for certification.
Those certified signatures
must then be filed with the
Secretary of State by May 28,
2024.

Party-affiliated candidates

running in the State Primary
for federal office have until
May 7, 2024 to gather their
signatures and submit them
to local registrars, and until
June 4, 2024 to file with the
Secretary of State.

Non-party candidates for
federal office have until

July 30, 2024 to return their
nomination papers into local
registrars, and until August
27,2024 to file them with

Galvin’s office.

Additional information is at
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/
elections

VETERANS BREAKTHROUGH TREATMENT PROGRAM (H 4218)

By Bob Katzen

The Public Health Com-
mittee’s hearing included
legislation that would
create the Veteran Break-
through Treatments
Program to support the

development and deploy-
ment of treatments that
have been designated as
“breakthrough therapies”
for veterans and first
responders. Breakthrough
Therapy designation

is given by the FDA to

treatments that clinical
evidence has shown to be
extremely promising.

“This legislation is about
equipping veterans with
innovative and effective
therapies to treat PTSD

and hidden wounds

of war,” said sponsor
Rep. Dylan Fernandes
(D-Falmouth). “Allow-
ing veterans access to
breakthrough therapies
designated by the FDA
as promising treatments

gives them an additional
tool to treat their health-
care needs and empower
those struggling on their
path to recovery.’

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS (H 4142)

By Bob Katzen

A bill heard by the Higher
Education Committee
would require public state
colleges to provide stu-
dents and employees with
mental health awareness
and prevention program-
ming. This would cover
vital topics including signs
of mental health issues
and substance abuse,

where to access mental
health resources and crisis
intervention strategies.

“I'm sponsoring this bill
because as a psychiatric
nurse, I recognize that
many mental health
disorders present them-
selves in early adult-
hood and believe in the
evidence-based research

which recommends that
higher education institu-
tions can help improve
positive mental health

in vulnerable emerg-

ing adult populations by
implementing training
and education initiatives,’
said sponsor Rep. Kay
Khan (D-Newton). “Stud-
ies have shown that more
students are presenting

with increasingly severe
mental health problems in
recent decades, a problem
exacerbated by the recent
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Khan continued, “Pri-
oritizing mental health
education by requiring
mandatory mental health
awareness programming
and primary prevention

education in public higher
education institutions will
train students to recognize
these issues in their peers
and prepare staft for con-
versations around mental
health, resulting in health-
ier and more successful
outcomes for students in
Massachusetts.”

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell- SOMERVILLE

Call Us Any Time for a
FREE Consultation.

We Are Real Estate
Professionals Committed

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

422 Highland Ave, Winchester, MA

HomeServices
Verani Realty
Residential

Uter & Vow Stry Team

368 Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144
Jack.Lister@verani.com

Joanne.Vanstry@verani.com

350 Revere Beach Bivd, Unit 2-2b, Revere, MA

to You and Your Needs.

35 Forest Circle, Winchester, MA
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

ACE PAVING LLC
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174

~PAVING LLC
"Making Life Smoother Since 1947"

1-800-893-6880 or 603-432-2174

Acepavingnh@comcast.net
http://acepavingnh.net

Fd ¢ TR
@, R AR G
e A !

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
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EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with
the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Tauro Realty Pat’s Enterprises
Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development

7Y

R 7>
-l

(617)666-2300 (617)628-7501

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS
(781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF MILLENNIUM COMPANIES

SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY! DUMPSTER RENTALS
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our (781)395' 1200 OR 1(800)793'3746

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

GREEN CAB

Ve =

WE|DELIVER,THE, MOST DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE ROLLS
‘OFFDUMPSTERIRENTALSITHROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND:}

For reservations go to: = We service Boston and Greater New England

. . + We offer dumpster rentals in 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cubic yards.
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/ « We offer a no hassle, no hidden fee experience with flat rates for every rental.
To GET THE AP please go to 5% OFF FIRST C ?maﬁﬂm b mnsa?ﬁ [IME CUSTOMER
https://greenandyellowcab.com/ Fax: 781-393-3955

www.powersweeping.com = dave@powersweeping.com
393 Mystic Ave., Medford, MA 02155
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2 Wagner
| floral Designs
wagnerfloraldesigns.com

(617) 764-142
508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA

Jerry’s Liquor Mart

329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666'5410 L ] 1.|..|._'.qq_.__.l

Hours: - _ -y~ - »
Monday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm -
Tuesday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 10:00 pm
Thursday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 pm
Saturday  9:00 am - 11:00 pm

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

& SEALCOATING
781-646-1777

| BARNES &:NOBLE o
SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE amazoncom
@<kvhraz e
WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFE BARSTAFF

WE ARE
HIRING!

\_

-\\..__.F- Kitchwen, WaitsialT

andl Bar Stall

&& Do 1iiiie Lot
awwl b st ol 1
STORE INC rify s merw ol spaod |

617 623 3957

siafiie Ml e

Health/beauty - Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM

o
Deog o cpawme gt 515 Bpagsay
-l-l_.i:l'lll - I‘lh £ 1]
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ITALIAN AMERICAMN EATS
SIGNATURE COCKTAILS - LIV
ENTERTAINMENT

—
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BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248 2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES

BERKSH IRE DUMPSTERS
HATHAWAY 781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”

H{Jmeserﬁces We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40
s : hours, paid holidays and vacations.
J o h n B u ccel I I Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,

Real Estate Professional » Broker Associate

Sellers Save Thousands!

Call about our 2.5% Savings Program

Call me at 781-248-2545 for a FREE
over the phone appraisal of your home.

buccellirealestate.com
368 Highland Avenue + Somerville MA 02144

*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-
gency Service
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And

Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry's Liquor Union Square
Somerville

“We Have It All”




