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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
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NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH 

REAL ESTATE

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com       Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com  
(617)818-5736                                        (617)610-5382

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

HOMESERVICES 
VERANI REALTY

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! I 
donate a portion of EVERY Closing!

Jack Lister
REALTOR®

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 
02145

617-776-3311- Office
617-438-2460 – Cell
617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-
Lister

Proud Supporter of VerniCARES! 
I donate a portion of EVERY Closing!



        4                     Tuesday January 30th, 2024  The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING HELEN P. ESTABROOK

Obituary
Helen P. (Murphy) Es-
tabrook, of Bedford and 
formerly of Arlington, 

passed away surrounded 
by the love of her family 
on January 23, 2024, she 
was 95. Born in Boston 
she was the oldest of six 
children born to Cathe-
rine (Slattery) and Charles 
F. Murphy.

In earlier years, Helen 
worked for Jordan Marsh 
as a buyer for their chil-
dren’s department and 
later for the COOP in 

Harvard Square. She had 
an incredible work ethic 
and worked full time until 
she was 85 commuting on 
the bus and train every 
day. She loved all Boston 
sports and above all en-
joyed being around family.

Helen was the beloved 
wife of the late Arthur 
Estabrook and devoted 
mother of Patricia Filosi 
of Bedford. Loving grand-

mother of Cheryl Cleary 
and her husband Patrick 
of Burlington and great-
grandmother of Sofia and 
Colin Cleary. Helen was 
the dear sister of the late 
John Murphy, Theresa 
Joyce, Margaret Joyce, 
Mary Chicoine and Ann 
Murphy. She is further 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be held in 

the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home, 855 
Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville on 
Tuesday morning, Janu-
ary 30th from 10:00AM 
to 11:00AM followed a 
Funeral Procession to the 
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, 
Arlington for a graveside 
service at 11:30AM. Rela-
tives and friends invited to 
attend.

Obituary

Drago, Vincent A. – Of 
Somerville January 24, 
2024.

Beloved husband of Jo-
sephine (Leone) Drago. 
Loving father of Vin-
cent M. Drago and his 
wife Michèle Hansen of 

Somerville, Bruce J. Drago 
of Somerville, and David 
S. Drago of Medford.

Brother of Maryruth 
Trubiano, Diane Drago-
Stack, and the late Darlene 
Filosi.

Dear Papa of Ryan, Sofia, 
Isabella, Melissa and Sara 
Drago.

He is also survived by 
many nieces and nephews.

Vincent was a lifelong 
Somerville resident and 
graduated from Somer-
ville High School. He only 
had to travel across the 
street to meet the love of 
his life, Josephine, who he 

has been married to for 
57 years. He worked as a 
mail sorter at American 
Railway Express and later 
as a tax examiner for the 
Department of Revenue 
for many years.

Vincent was inquisitive, 
funny, compelling, and 
set in his ways. He loved 
to get the last word. In his 
older years, Vincent pub-
licly made his voice heard 
and advocated on behalf 
of his neighborhood when 
he felt let down by the lo-
cal government.

On any given day, you 
could find Vincent enjoy-
ing songs by his favorite 
artists—which ranged 

from Elvis to Lady Gaga—
quoting his favorite mov-
ies and television shows, 
indulging in “Reese’s 
cups,” writing poems for 
his grandchildren, and 
placing a few bets.

He loved dancing with 
his wife, preparing steam-
ers for his family, making 
risky jokes, picking up 
his grandchildren from 
school, playing candlepin 
bowling, and being right.

To his last day, Vincent 
was unapologetically 
himself.

Funeral procession from 
the George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home, 855 Broad-

way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville, Wednesday 
morning, January 31, 2024 
at 9:00am, followed by a 
Funeral Mass in St. Cath-
erine Church, Somerville 
at 10:00am.

Relatives and friends 
invited. Calling hours 
Tuesday January 30th 
4:00pm – 7:00pm. Inter-
ment private.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made in Vin-
cent’s memory to the St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. Stjude.org.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING VINCENT A. DRAGO

By Bob Katzen

The Transportation Com-
mittee held a hearing on 
legislation that would 
create a 1-year pilot pro-
gram for free access to bus 
service for the MBTA and 
regional transit authori-
ties. The measure also 
would establish advisory 
committees to evaluate 
the impacts of the pilot 
program on ridership, 

equity, increased access, 
efficiency, on-time perfor-
mance, cost savings and 
other metrics.

“Sen. [Pat Jehlen] and I 
filed [the bill] because 
access to public transit is 
critical to the well-being 
and economic develop-
ment of our communi-
ties,’ said House sponsor 

Rep. Christine Barber 
(D-Somerville). “As we 
continue to see lower rid-
ership compared to before 
the pandemic, removing 
barriers to public transit 
is an important method 
to get people out of their 
cars, decrease bus wait-
ing time, decrease carbon 
emissions, reduce traffic 
and improve health.”

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING ALBERT J. WALSH

Obituary

Walsh, Albert J. – Of 

Cambridge, formerly of 
Somerville, passed away at 
home on January 18, 2024. 
He was 94.

Born in Boston, he was 
the son of the late William 
and Della (Hardiman) 
Walsh. Albert had a suc-
cessful career: he owned 
his own executive recruit-
ing business for many 

years in Newtown Pa and 
Boston

Beloved husband of 67 
years to the late Joyce A. 
(Carrigan) Walsh who 
died in 2021. Devoted 
father to Brian and his 
wife Lisa of Paradise 
Valley, AZ, Lee Ann of 
Somerville, MA , Gra-
ham of Merrimack NH, 

and predeceased by his 
daughters Judy and Sandy. 
Cherished grandfather 
of Jenny Mayer and her 
husband Owen, Colin 
Walsh, Natalie Downing 
and her husband Ricky, 
Luca Walsh and Lauren 
Walsh. Great Grandfather 
of Hudson, Theo, and 
Charlotte Mayer. Brother 
of (Helen, Dorothy, 

Mary). Also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date in 
Pennsylvania when we lay 
him to rest next to his wife 
Joyce

FREE BUSES (H 3266)
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

Strong work by the mem-
bers of Local 76 once 
again participating in 
the BFit Challenge! The 
money raised by the team 
this year benefited the 
On-Site Academy which 
is an organization for the 
training and treatment 
of emergency personnel 

struggling with critical 
incident stress and/or 
substance abuse.

For those looking to do-
nate to our team, there are 
still a few weeks left!

MEMBERS OF SOMERVILLE LOCAL 76 PARTICIPATING IN BFIT CHALLENGE

SOMERVILLE CITY COUNCIL OVERWHELMINGLY PASSES CEASEFIRE RESOLUTION

Prior to the 9-2 vote, hun-
dreds of Somerville residents 
rallied in support and packed 
the council chambers

SOMERVILLE, MA: On 
January 25th, the Somer-
ville City Council voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of 
a resolution calling on the 
Biden administration to work 
toward an immediate and 
enduring ceasefire in Gaza.

The 9 to 2 vote makes Somer-
ville the first city in Massa-
chusetts to call for a ceasefire, 
following mere hours after 
the Minneapolis City Council 
passed their own ceasefire 
resolution.

The months-long effort to 
bring forward the resolu-
tion brought many in the 
community out. Nearly 500 
supporters rallied outside 
Somerville City Hall, then 
packed the Council Chamber 
and two overflow rooms, to 
listen to the three hours of 
deliberation. While emotions 
ran high, pro-ceasefire com-
munity members respectfully 
engaged with the Council, 
and waited patiently for hours 
as the resolution was de-
bated, amended, and passed. 
The grassroots turnout was 
organized by Somerville for 
Palestine, a newly formed 
inter-faith, intergenerational, 
interracial group of Somer-
ville residents standing in 
solidarity with the Palestinian 
people and demanding an 
immediate and lasting cease-
fire. About 10 people opposed 
to the resolution attended as 
well.

Council President Ben Ewen-

Campen introduced the reso-
lution, saying that “for the 
last 100-plus days, we have 
seen a military campaign that 
has been the most devastat-
ing bombing campaign in 
our generation, killing tens 
of thousands of people, huge 
numbers of them innocent 
children. Something like 
2 million people are now 
homeless and hungry, on the 
brink of starvation, being de-
nied basic humanitarian aid. 
I am one of the many, many 
people in our community and 
beyond who believes that this 
needs to end, and it needs to 
end now.” Explaining that he 
struggled for many months 
with the decision to bring 
forward this resolution, he 
said “the truth is that this is 
an issue that is coming from 
the bottom of my heart. My 
moral convictions compelled 
me to draft this resolution, 
pure and simple.” Councillor 
Ewen-Campen’s full state-
ment can be read here.

Councilor Ewen-Campen and 
other councilors supportive 
of the resolution sponsored 
Somerville residents to speak 
about why this resolution was 
meaningful to them.

Jamal Halawa, a Somerville 
High Teacher and Palestin-
ian American resident who 
has lived in the city for over 
twenty years, testified before 
the council urging them to 
support the ceasefire resolu-
tion. “Simply put, voting for 
a ceasefire signals to Palestin-
ian and Arab Americans and 
Muslims in Somerville that 
our lives matter,” Halawa said. 
Halawa’s full speech can be 
found here.

Carina Kurban, the grand-
daughter of a Palestinian 
refugee who was ethni-
cally cleansed from Haifa 
in 1948, shared the stories 
of direct brutality her fam-
ily has faced at the hands of 
Israel, including when their 
home in Southern Lebanon 
was commandeered by the 
Israeli military for nearly 
two decades. As a 20 year old 
college student, Kurban told 
the council, she was stopped 
at Ben Gurion airport while 
traveling to the West Bank, 
“interrogated and humiliated 
for 8 hours, denied entry, 
strip searched, jailed, sexually 
harassed, assaulted, deported 
in handcuffs, and banned 
from the country indefi-
nitely – and I was given no 
reason other than ‘terrorism’.” 
Kurban said, “We need a 
permanent ceasefire, and for 
Israel to be held accountable. 
Because without both, the 
situation will go back to what 
scholars like Noam Chomsky 
have called ‘an incremental 
genocide’ rather than an ac-
celerated one.” Kurban’s full 
speech can be found here.

Councilor Willie Burnley Jr. 
was also supportive of the 
resolution, having spoken 
previously at Somerville 
for Palestine rallies about 
his efforts to pressure the 
federal partners to call for 
a ceasefire and his experi-
ences in Palestine. “For 110 
days, the Apartheid State 
of Israel has dropped tens 
of thousands of bombs on 
Gaza, destroying more than 
70% of homes, killing more 
than 25,000 people (the vast 
majority of which are women 

and children). We have a duty 
to listen to our constituents, 
to demand that our elected 
leaders put pressure on Presi-
dent Biden, and to end this 
genocide before it is too late!” 
Councilor Burnley Jr’s full 
speech can be found here.

Long time Somerville resi-
dent Alain Jehlen, the son of 
a Holocaust survivor and 
husband of State Senator 
Pat Jehlen, urged Somerville 
Councilors to vote in favor 
of the Ceasefire Resolution. 
“It makes me furious that the 
Israeli government is using 
Holocaust victims like my 
family as a reason to slaughter 
Palestinians. Mass bombing, 
the systematic demolition of 
homes, and depriving every-
one of food and water have 
nothing to do with defend-
ing Jews… The lesson for us 
from centuries of oppression 
capped by the murder of mil-
lions is that nobody should 
ever go through that again. 
Not just Jews, but nobody. 
Every human life is equal.” 
Jehlen’s full comments can be 
found here.

Somerville for Palestine has 
been circulating a public let-
ter to Senators Markey and 
Warren calling for a ceasefire 
and solidarity with Palestin-
ians, with over 800 signatures 
from Somerville residents. 
Somerville for Palestine orga-
nizer Sara Halawa stated, “I’m 
so incredibly proud of my city 
for being the first in Massa-
chusetts to call for a ceasefire. 
Like our SHS fight song says, 
‘Somerville leads the way’!”
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

INTERIM PAVING AND STREETSCAPE PLANNING FOR HIGHLAND AVENUE
Continued from front page

Interim paving on schedule for 
early summer 2024

Full streetscape redesign process 
with community input in planning

SOMERVILLE — To help com-
munity members stay informed 
on planned work for Highland 
Avenue, the City
of Somerville is sharing important 
information regarding the current 
timeline for utility work, upcoming 
interim paving, and the streetscape 
redesign process.

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne’s fiscal 
year 2024 budget, approved by the 
City Council in June, allocates
$375,000 for interim paving of east-
ern Highland Avenue from Central 
Street to McGrath Highway. This 
stretch is one of Somerville’s most 
traveled roadways, and the admin-
istration identified it as a priority 
for interim repaving prior to a full, 
multi-modal
streetscape redesign and recon-
struction.
Critical utility work currently 
underway along Highland Avenue 
planned for Winter/Spring 2024 
requires
digging that can cause damages 
to the roadway surface. Once this 
work is complete, the interim pav-
ing of the roadway will be under-
taken as a measure to support safe 
travel for all users. A full redesign 
and reconstruction of Highland 
Avenue that will be informed
by community process will follow 

beginning in 2025. More informa-
tion on each of these items can be 
found below.

Utility Upgrades on Eastern High-
land Ave. (Winter/Spring 2024)

Ongoing utility work as part of the
Spring
Hill Sewer Separation project is 
underway. In addition, the City and 
Eversource Gas have
coordinated to prioritize Ever-
source’s Gas Main Upgrades 
project. Gas main upgrades are 
currently expected to start in early 
February 2024 (weather permit-
ting).

Recently completed and upcoming 
utility improvements along eastern 
Highland Avenue include:

Spring Hill Sewer Separation 
(Sewer, Drainage, and Water Main 
Upgrades)

Central St. – Walnut St. – com-
pleted fall 2023

Walnut St. – Thorpe St. – spring 
2024

Eversource Gas Main Replacement

Benton Rd. – School St. – winter/
spring 2024

This schedule ensures that the 
newly paved roadway will not be 
disturbed by major utility work.

Interim Paving Work

The first step for interim repaving 
is the completion of underground 
utility work. Over recent months,
Engineering Division staff have 
coordinated closely with contrac-
tors from the City’s
Spring
Hill Sewer Separation Project and 
partners at Eversource Gas to accel-
erate this work.

The next step, following completion 
of utility work, will be paving of the 
two travel lanes of the
roadway (approximately 28-feet 
wide). This partial paving, which 
does not include the parking areas 
next to the curbs, is intended to 
restore the road surface travel 
areas. This is an interim measure to 
support safe travel for all users of 
the road until the
full redesign and reconstruction of 
Highland Avenue.

Paving is on schedule for early 
summer of 2024. This interim 
paving is expected to extend from 
roughly
McGrath Highway to Central 
Street.

Future Phases: Full Redesign 
and Reconstruction of Highland 
Avenue

The City’s
Five-Year
Capital Investment Plan includes a 
larger-scale redesign and recon-

struction of Highland
Avenue. This effort is currently 
planned to begin as early as July 
2025, but the City is exploring 
options for moving this timeline 
forward. For more details visit
somervillema.gov/highlandave.

To ensure consistency with the 
City’s
Vision
Zero Action Plan and
Citywide
Bicycle Network Plan, this larger 
project will include:

Reconstructed sidewalks.

Traffic calming and crosswalk 
safety enhancements.

Two directions of separated bicycle 
lanes.

Bus priority infrastructure.

Green stormwater infrastructure 
elements.

The project development process 
will include a thorough evaluation 
of resident, business, and visitor
parking and loading needs with a 
commitment to serve these needs 
in the context of the future street 
design.

To stay informed on the larger-
scale redesign and reconstruction 
project please visit
somervillema.gov/highlandave.

What is the Spring Hill Sewer 
Separation?

Much of Spring Hill is served by a 
combined sewer system that col-
lects both wastewater and storm-
water
runoff in the same pipes. The City 
of Somerville is currently working 
to upgrade these systems by install-
ing new storm drains that separate 
stormwater from the existing 
combined sewer. This measure is 
one in a series of actions the City is 
undertaking to reduce
water pollution, mitigate flood-
ing, and ultimately modernize our 
infrastructure.

In addition to the installation of a 
modern, separate sewer system, the 
Spring Hill Sewer Separation
project includes:

Green infrastructure to help man-
age stormwater by mimicking 
natural processes.

185 new trees to planted through-
out the neighborhood.

Improvements to the streetscape 
for people walking, wheeling, driv-
ing, or cycling.

Congratulations to The Medford VFW on 
its new Installation of Commander Steve 
McLaughlin as he takes charge.

Best of luck and we can’t wait to see all the 
good things that you will bring to the VFW 
under your guidance and leadership!

For new membership call (781)395-2519

MEDFORD VFW POST 1012 
HAS A NEW COMMANDER



	
               The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly 		       			          Tuesday January 30th, 2024      	            7

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121

. The Medford LIONS 
Club wants to extend spe-
cial thanks for the contin-
ued and 2023 donations 
(turkeys, etc), gift cards, 
and support from Stop & 
Shop Co.,

For Pizza,
Avellino’s, Regina’s, Col-
leen’s, LaCascia’s and 
Arthur’s. We extend a
warm welcome to the 
Public to research the 
fine work from our whole 
District 33k “serving” eye-
sight, diabetes and hear-
ing needs. Take a peek, 
you may want to join our 
Lions Den.

HEALEY FILES $58.15 BILLION FISCAL YEAR 2025 STATE BUDGET Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Maura Healy filed her 
second annual state budget, 
this one with a price tag of 
$58.15 billion. The package 
calls for about $2.07 billion 
or 3.7 percent more spending 
compared to the fiscal 2024 
budget she signed in August 
2023.

“We are tightening our belts,” 
Healey said. “I want to be 
clear about that, Our econ-
omy remains strong, but the 
revenue picture is changing. 
Pandemic-era funding relief 
has gone away, and nation-
ally, the economic recovery 
has stabilized. So, in this 
environment, it is important 
that we manage spending in 
a way that is making strate-
gic choices, examining the 
impact of every dollar we 

propose to spend and that we 
bring our budget in line with 
a rate of inflation and in line 
with the resources and the 
revenue that we have.”

“What Gov. Maura Healey is 
proposing is an irresponsible 
budget, coming in higher 
than last year which was 
already too high, while miss-
ing the much-needed reforms 
to curtail our immigration 
problems along with making 
our state more competitive,” 
said Paul Craney, a spokes-
man for the Massachusetts 
Fiscal Alliance. “The gover-
nor is continuing to spend 
taxpayer money on immi-
grants, while cutting spend-
ing on taxpayers, closing a 
state jail and shifting money 
away from dedicated savings. 
The governor describes this 
budget as fiscally responsible, 

but this budget reflects a state 
that is fiscally crumbling 
from the top down.”

“As a former mayor, and 
someone who has traveled 
around the state listening to 
our local officials, I’m proud 
of the way that this budget 
proposal responds to local 
needs,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “We’re fully fund-
ing the Student Opportunity 
Act to make sure our K-12 
schools have equitable access 
to the resources their stu-
dents and educators need. 
We’re also increasing the 
amount of local aid going to 
cities and towns and boost-
ing Chapter 90 funding to 
improve roads and bridges, 
particularly in rural commu-
nities.”

“Gov. Healey has filed a fiscal 

year 2025 budget that calls 
for significantly increased 
spending across state govern-
ment, but those aspirations 
need to be tempered by the 
fiscal realities facing the com-
monwealth,” said House Mi-
nority Leader Rep. Brad Jones 
(R-North Reading). “After 
six-plus months of tax rev-
enues coming in lower than 
expected, Gov. Healey has 
already implemented hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in mid-year cuts and down-
graded projected revenues by 
$1 billion for fiscal year 2024. 
At the same time, funding 
for the migrant shelter crisis 
continues to drain much-
needed revenues that would 
otherwise have been spent on 
other programs and services, 
with no end in sight.”

The budget now goes to the 

House which will craft and 
approve its own version and 
then it moves to the Senate 
which will offer a differ-
ent plan. A House-Senate 
conference committee will 
eventually hammer out a 
compromise version that will 
be approved by both branch-
es and sent to Gov. Healey 
who has the power to veto 
any spending and any other 
items. The House and Senate 
can then choose to override 
any of the governor’s vetoes.

MEDFORD LIONS CLUB WANTS TO EXTEND SPECIAL THANKS
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 
Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

MEDFORD POLICE ARE HIRING
. The first step to becom-
ing a police officer is to 
take the Massachusetts 
Civil Service Police En-
trance exam.

You can apply for 
the exam at https://
www.mass.gov/info-
details/2024-municipal-
police-officer-mbta-
transit-police-officer-and-
state-trooper-examination 

until January 16th.

If you missed our first 
information session, we 
will be holding another 
one on January 10th at the 
Medford Police Depart-
ment from 6:00-8:30pm.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING CHARLES DANIELS

Obituary
New to Boston in the early 
1950s, Charles Daniels was on 
the cusp of adolescence when he 
found a camera in the closet of 
his parents’ Roxbury home.

They were transplants from Ala-
bama, where young Charlie had 
helped bring water to relatives 
picking cotton in the fields. 
Exploring Roxbury and ventur-
ing to Harvard Square as he 
grew older, Mr. Daniels brought 
along his camera, which became 
a kind of notepad he filled with 
visual jottings about life.

Then in the 1960s, he began em-
ceeing rock concerts at fabled 
venues like the Boston Tea Par-
ty, announcing and befriending 
musicians who were becom-
ing more famous by the day 
and photographing them, too: 
Peter Wolf and Ronnie Wood, 
Mick Jagger and Jimi Hendrix. 
Those friendships brought ac-
cess to offstage moments, and 
Mr. Daniels gradually grasped 
that his photos might someday 
become part of history he was 
watching unfold.

“I considered myself a street 
photographer,” he told The 
Boston Globe in 2022. “At some 
point I realized I had an advan-
tage to do stuff that no one else 
was doing. That’s when I started 
photographing the bands more 

seriously.”

Mr. Daniels, whose thousands 
of rolls of film — most still 
undeveloped — may end up 
being the greatest photographic 
record of Boston’s early rock 
history, died Monday in Tufts 
Medical Center of pneumonia 
as cancer treatment compro-
mised his immune system.

He was 81 and had lived in 
Somerville for 35 years in a 
home where much of his his-
toric trove of cameras, lenses, 
and film still resides.

When he met Mr. Daniels in 
Harvard Square in the mid-
1960s, Wolf was the overnight 
DJ on the legendary WBCN-FM 
rock station and singing with 
the Hallucinations — his band 
before J. Geils fame arrived.

“He was extremely dedicated to 
his craft,” Wolf recalled.

The two became close friends, 
with Mr. Daniels hanging out in 
Wolf ’s radio studio while they 
conferred nicknames on one 
another.

“He was the one who gave me 
the moniker Woofa Goofa,” 
Wolf said, “and in turn I gave 
him the moniker the Master 
Blaster.”

The friendship and mutual re-
spect the two developed became 
the foundation for the profes-
sionalism Mr. Daniels showed 
young rock stars strutting 
through Boston.

As the Boston Tea Party’s ace 
emcee, he soon was invited to 
announce bands at places in-
cluding the old Boston Garden, 
the Orpheum Theatre, and the 
Music Hall.

And all the while he shot pho-
tos.

“Charles’s talent seemed to be 
catching somebody unaware, 

trying to find the decisive mo-
ment when somebody was just 
relaxing and being themselves,” 
Wolf said. “But he did it in a 
way — which is so important — 
that was not intrusive. His aim 
was an artistic aim, not a voyeur 
aim. He had great respect for 
everyone.”

The rolls of film, meanwhile, 
contained more than musicians 
onstage and backstage.

“I always felt that the camera 
was his way of interpreting the 
world and how much the world 
changed around him,” said art-
ist Susan Berstler.

Mr. Daniels and Berstler were a 
couple for about 35 years.

In pre-digital days, when the 
cost of film was always a fac-
tor, “he was very precise in his 
picture taking,” she said.

One contact sheet she found be-
gins with a few shots of his girl-
friend in the morning, followed 
by scenes from his subway ride 
and what he saw strolling across 
Boston Common. “It ends up 
with four shots of The Who 
backstage at the Boston Garden, 
because he was announcing the 
concert,” Berstler said.

While much of the international 
attention Mr. Daniels drew over 
the past few years focused on 
his treasure chest of concert 
photos, his undeveloped archive 
also captured Boston’s day-to-
day history in that era — along 
with the unheralded people who 
made life possible behind the 
scenes for famous musicians.

“He had the limousine driver 
and the stewardess on their jet 
and the road manager,” Berstler 
said. “He was taking pictures of 
everybody around him.”

Mr. Daniels’s work, Wolf said, 
“is a great chronicle and a great 
historical record of the times 
and the culture.”

Charles Daniels was born on 
Nov. 30, 1942, in Luverne, Ala.

As a boy he spent much of his 
time on a farm that is still in his 
family, which during Prohibi-
tion ran a speakeasy in the 
woods, where young Charlie 
was introduced to the wonders 
of live music.

“I remember bringing water out 
to my relatives who were work-
ing in the fields, picking cotton. 
I was like 5, 6, 7,” he told Phil 
Mistry for the PetaPixel website. 
“You always had to watch out 
for snakes. I was convinced 
there was one snake that was 
hiding, waiting to scare me.”

Mr. Daniels, who added an “s” 
to his family’s name, was the 
only child of Albert Charles 
Daniel, a cook on the Boston-
to-Chicago train after the 
family moved to Roxbury, and 
Peculiar McGhee Daniel, a 
domestic so valued by families 
that some said their marriages 
wouldn’t have survived without 
her sensible advice.

Educated as a boy in a one-
room schoolhouse in Alabama, 
Mr. Daniels left formal educa-
tion behind early on in Boston.

“Charles was one of the smart-
est people I ever met in my 
entire life and one of the most 
intuitive. And he never made 
it past the seventh grade,” said 
Berstler, a visual artist and 
director of the Nave Gallery in 
Somerville.

His emcee prowess led to invita-
tions for Mr. Daniels to go on 
tour with the Faces, through his 
friendship with guitarist Ronnie 
Wood, who then asked him 
to come along for a 1975 tour 
when Wood joined the Rolling 
Stones.

“I didn’t need to see the final 
result as much as I just thought 
I needed to pay attention,” Mr. 

Daniels said, in a 2022 Globe 
interview, about why he let that 
last step linger.

With a Somerville Arts Council 
grant as seed money, he and 
Berstler began a fund-raising 
campaign to cover the costs of 
sending his unrealized work to 
a developer that specializes in 
rescuing old, undeveloped film.

In the past few years, Berstler 
also was caring for Mr. Daniels 
as he underwent chemotherapy.

“Susan was such an amazing 
force at trying to rally for his 
art and his health,” Wolf said. 
“We should all be blessed with a 
guardian angel like her.”

She is his only immediate 
survivor. A celebration of Mr. 
Daniels’s life and work will be 
announced.

Generous with time, talent, 
and equipment, Mr. Daniels 
encouraged numerous aspiring 
photographers over the years, 
often giving them their first 
cameras.

That same warmth melted bar-
riers that usually protect rock 
stars wary of hangers-on trying 
to exploit fame. Many years 
passed before Mr. Daniels even 
exhibited his work in galleries.

“It was always totally an artistic 
endeavor,” Wolf said. “People 
trusted Charlie, which was 
important. They knew he wasn’t 
trying to get a gotcha photo. He 
was trying to document an art-
ist, and the photographs speak 
for themselves.”

Interview credited to Bryan 
Marquard can be reached at 
bryan.marquard@globe.com.
(Boston Globe Staff)
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING JOHN J. GOURGOUMIS

 . Obituary
Gourgoumis, John J. – Of Saugus, 
passed away surrounded by his lov-
ing family on Saturday, January 27, 

2024. He was 79.

Born in Cassandra, Greece and 
raised in Somerville. He was the 
son of the late James and Katrine 
(Simonis) Gourgoumis.

John enjoyed the simple pleasures 
in life, weather it was tending to his 
beloved yard or just sitting outside 
enjoying the whether. He loved 
to spend time with his family, 
especially his beloved wife Carol. 
On his down time, you could hear 
him singing, playing the guitar, or 
if there was a Bruins game on, him 
cheering them on from the other 

room. John was an avid car guy. 
He always kept his cars looking in 
showroom condition. John enjoyed 
to cook but was known to be the 
“Grill Master” in the family. John’s 
love and presence will be missed by 
all whom he known.

Beloved husband of 58 years to 
Carol (Perotti) Gourgoumis. De-
voted father of James Gourgoumis 
of Lynn, and Connie Guerriero 
and her husband James of Saugus. 
Cherished grandfather of Katie and 
Kristina. Loving great-grandfather 
of Gaetano, Lorenzo, and Vincen-
zo. Cherished brother of George 

Gourgoumis and Dessi DeVito and 
her husband Robert. Dear brother-
in-law of Ronald Perrotti wife 
Doreen. Also survived by many 
loving nieces and nephews.

Visitation 9:00am – 10:00 am, 
followed by his Funeral Service at 
10:00am – 11:00am, in the Dormi-
tion of the Virgin Mary Greek Or-
thodox Church, 29 Central Street, 
Somerville, MA on Wednesday, 
January 31, 2024.

Relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited to attend.

Services will conclude with burial 
at Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden.

In lieu of flowers contributions 
may be made in John’s name to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
501 St. Jude Place • Memphis, TN 
38105

By Bob Katzen

Gov. Healey signed an 
executive order requiring 
all state agencies to institute 
skills-based hiring practices. 
The order requires hiring to 
focus primarily on an appli-
cant’s skills, knowledge and 
abilities rather than educa-
tional credentials.

The only jobs exempt from 
the requirement are jobs 
when education degree con-

ditions are absolutely neces-
sary for the performance of 
the job. In addition, people 
in charge of hiring will re-
ceive training to help them 
implement these new hiring 
policies.

“As the state’s largest em-
ployer, we rely on a strong, 
diverse workforce to deliver 
crucial services and pro-
grams for Massachusetts 
residents, businesses and 
communities every day,” 

said Healey. “But too many 
job applicants are being 
held back by unnecessary 
degree requirements. This 
Executive Order directs our 
administration to focus on 
applicants’ skills and experi-
ences, rather than college 
credentials. It will expand 
our applicant pool and help 
us build a more inclusive 
and skilled workforce than 
ever before. Our administra-
tion is leading by example, 
and we encourage the busi-

ness community to join us 
by adopting similar skills-
based hiring practices.”

“Massachusetts has an 
incredible opportunity to 
leverage its platform as a 
major employer, lead by ex-
ample, and encourage more 
employers to do the same,” 
said Secretary of Labor and 
Workforce Development 
Lauren Jones. “As employ-
ers, including the common-
wealth, embrace a skills-

based hiring practice, we 
will collectively open more 
opportunities to hire, retain 
and develop the diverse, 
skilled talent employers 
need to grow and thrive in 
regions across the state.”

GOV. HEALEY SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER INSTITUTING SKILLS-BASED HIRING



       12                    Tuesday  January 30th, 2024    						       The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly	

SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

Marlon’s Barbers  looking for a nail tech to work in my barbershop If you are 
interested, call Marlon at Marlon’s Barbers 160 Broadway Somerville MA, 617-

416-6889

MARLON’S BARBERS LOOKING FOR NAIL TECH
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#TeamTauroForRegistrarOfDeeds2024

The makers of “Premiere on Broadway” now brings you another Somerville hotspot! Public Tavern at 565 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 is 
now open! Only on Broadway in Somerville! A great place for all! It’s a great place to sit down, have a few adult beverages, enjoy your favorite 
game and enjoy some good food, and some friendly local conversation!￼￼

PUBLIC TAVERN AT 565 BROADWAY SOMERVILLE IS NOW OPEN!
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

Help us campaign today
 for a better tomorrow.

Click on link below
 to visit Christine‘s website:

https://christineformagopsc.com/

ELECT 
CHRISTINE DOHERTY

 CANDIDATE FOR 
MASSACHUSETTS 

REPUBLICAN STATE 
COMMITTEEWOMAN 
SECOND MIDDLESEX 

DISTRICT

   

 

Individuals with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication, written materials in alternative formats, or reasonable modifications in 
policies and procedures, in order to access the programs and activities of the City of Somerville or to attend meetings, should contact the ADA Coordinator, Adrienne 
Pomeroy, at 617-625-6600 x2259 or apomeroy@somervillema.gov. 

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Lacourt Realty, LLC & 300 Somerville Avenue Realty, LLC are pleased to announce 2 income-
restricted rental apartments available through the City of Somerville Inclusionary Housing Program at: 

300 Somerville Ave., Somerville & 124 College Ave., Somerville 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Features: shared deck space 
 

* Min. income requirements are waived for households with rental subsidies through mobile housing vouchers such as Section 8, MRVP, VASH etc. 
 

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE: Tues. Jun. 27– Wed. Jul. 26 22 

Online at: somervillema.gov/inclusionaryhousing 
Request hard applications and more information at: (617) 625-6600 X 2566 or inclusionary@somervillema.gov 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Wed. Jul. 26, 2023 at 2:00 PM 
Faxed to: 617-591-3235;  Emailed to: inclusionary@somervillema.gov 

Mailed/Dropped off to: City Hall Annex: 50 Evergreen Ave., Somerville, MA 02145; 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LOTTERY: Tues. Aug., 1, 2023 @ 3PM | Register to view the lottery here: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2110441532871509852 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS: Thurs. @ 5:30-7:30 PM 
Online: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/591022621 Call in: +1 (872) 240-3412 / Access code: 591-022-621 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: INCLUSIONARY@SOMERVILLEMA.GOV / 617-625-6600 ext. 2566 
Visit: somervillema.gov/inclusionaryhousing 

Min. & Max. Income Limits 

Household Size 
 

Min. Income* 
Tier 1 (50% AMI)  

Maximum Income Limits 

2 
$37,848.00 (300 Somerville Ave.) 

 

AND 
 

$40,080 (124 College Ave.) 

$59,400 
3 $66,800 
4 $74,200 
5 $80,150 
6 $86,120 

Address + Unit 
Number 

Bedrooms Monthly Rent 
Utilities 

Included 
Approx. Area (SF) 

300 Somerville Ave. #6 2 $1,290 N/A 1,509 
124 College Ave. #2-5 2 $1,492 Water; Sewer 650 

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 06/27/23, 07/04/23, 07/11/23, 07/18/23
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Legal Ad Notice

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847

COCO FLOW STYLE 
BARBER SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPE-
CIAL
ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY 
AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:
2024-1 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Parking” is amended with the addition of 
the
following location: 41-43 Putnam Rd.
2024-2 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety Zones” is amended as follows: Fire Lane on Ran-
dolph
Place on the south side of the street from Cross St. for a distance of 18 ft. in a westerly 
direction,
Fire Lane on Randolph Place on the south side of the street from Flint Ave for a distance 
of 94 ft.
in an easterly direction, Fire Lane on Randolph Place the entire length of the north side 
of the
street for a distance of 252 ft.
2023-3 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety Zones” is amended as follows: Fire Lanes on Gor-
don St.,
running from the corner at North St. down both sides in a westerly direction for a dis-
tance of 20
ft.

PROMULGATED: JANUARY 11, 2024
ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024
FEBRUARY 6, 2024
FEBRUARY 13, 2024
EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

2023-136 Amending 2023-64 promulgated 6/8/23 (advertised 6/13/23, 6/20/23, 6/27/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-136.
2023-137 Amending 2023-65 promulgated 6/8/23 (advertised 6/13/23, 6/20/23, 6/27/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-137.

PROMULGATED: JUNE 8, 2023
RE-ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024

FEBRUARY 6, 2024
FEBRUARY 13, 2024
EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director
2023-138 Amending 2023-66 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-138.

2023-139 Amending 2023-67 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-139.
2023-140 Amending 2023-68 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-140.
2023-141 Amending 2023-69 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-141.
2023-142 Amending 2023-70 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-142.
2023-143 Amending 2023-71 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-143.
2023-144 Amending 2023-72 promulgated 7/13/23 (advertised 7/25/23, 8/1/23, 8/8/23) 
by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-144.

PROMULGATED: JULY 13, 2023
RE-ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024
FEBRUARY 6, 2024
FEBRUARY 13, 2024
EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

2023-145 Amending 2023-30 promulgated 11/9/23 (advertised 11/21/23, 11/28/23, 
12/5/23) by
changing the regulation number only to 2023-145.

PROMULGATED: NOVEMBER 9, 2023
RE-ADVERTISED: JANUARY 30, 2024
FEBRUARY 6, 2024
FEBRUARY 13, 2024
EFFECTIVE: FEBRUARY 21, 2024
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly (1/30/24, 2/6/24, 2/13/24
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

THIS WEEK’S QUOTABLE QUOTES ON BEACON HILL
By Bob Katzen

“Partnership between law 
enforcement and the communi-
ties they serve is the cornerstone 
of effective public safety. This 
funding is an investment in 
the enduring success of strong 
partnerships. Through this grant 
program, we provide public 
safety with essential resources 
to enhance community engage-
ment and deliver evidence-based 
programs.”

—Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll on 
awarding a $1.9 million grant to 
support statewide strategies for 

violence prevention and enhance 
community-based partnerships.

“We are incredibly excited about 
this program, which will make a 
difference in the lives of residents 
across the state and provide great-
er affordability, opportunity, and 
access to all MBTA service for 
residents as they travel through-
out the week. This underscores 
the bold vision and commitment 
of the Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration to deliver equitable, reli-
able and resilient transportation 
in a big way.”
— Massachusetts Transporta-
tion Secretary and CEO Monica 

Tibbits-Nutt on the MBTA’s 
announcement of several fare 
change proposals, including the 
introduction of a reduced fare 
program for riders with low in-
come, that aim to improve equity, 
increase ridership and simplify 
fare rules,

“Climbing rents have propelled 
cost burdens to staggering new 
heights. In 2022, half of all U.S. 
renters were cost burdened. The 
number of renter households 
spending more than 30 percent of 
their income on rent and utilities 
rose by 2 million in just three 
years to a record high of 22.4 

million. Among these renters, 
12.1 million had severe burdens, 
paying over half of their income 
for housing — also an all-time 
high. And while rental markets 
are finally cooling, evictions have 
risen, the country is seeing the 
highest homelessness counts on 
record and the need for rental as-
sistance is greater than ever.”
—From “America’s Rental Hous-
ing 2024,” a new report by the 
Harvard Joint Center for Housing 
Studies.

“Overall, the story of criminal 
justice reform in Massachusetts 
since 2018 is largely positive. This 

research finds crime and incar-
ceration have fallen, and we have 
significantly expanded services 
for many. Our challenge now is to 
continue with a focus on reduc-
ing the large racial and ethnic 
disparities in our prison popula-
tions with housing, treatment and 
restorative justice practices.”
—Lee Pelton, President and CEO 
of the Boston Foundation, on 
its new report “Criminal Justice 
Reform in Massachusetts: A Five-
Year Progress Assessment.”

Warming Center Will Also 
Provide Access to Hot Meals, 
Bathrooms and Safe Sleeping 
Spaces for Residents Experienc-
ing Homelessness

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Kat-
jana Ballantyne, the City of 
Somerville’s Health and Human 
Services Office, and Housing 
Families, are announcing the 
opening of an overnight warm-
ing center for the remainder of 

the winter 2024 season. Starting 
tonight, January 8, the warm-
ing center will operate seven 
nights a week from 6:45 p.m. 
to 7 a.m., on the second floor 
of the Armory (191 Highland 
Ave). The center is scheduled to 
conclude operations on Sunday, 
March 24, 2024.

“The opening of our overnight 
warming center reflects Somer-
ville’s commitment to providing 

not just shelter, but also dignity, 
compassion, and supportive 
services to our neighbors 
experiencing homelessness,” 
said Mayor Ballantyne. “I want 
to thank City staff, and our 
partners at Housing Families, 
for their collaboration in open-
ing this potentially life-saving 
center. Because of their hard 
work, the City can now provide 
warmth, safety, and commu-
nity for any adult resident that 

needs help this winter.”

Warming center guests will also 
have access to free hot and cold 
meals, water, bathrooms, yoga 
mats, and space to sleep. The 
space is equipped to support 
up to twenty adults on a nightly 
basis.

The warming center will only 
be available to adults experienc-
ing homelessness. For families 

or those with children, please 
contact the Somerville Office 
of Housing Stability by calling 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2581 for 
referral to family resources and 
shelters.

For questions regarding the 
Somerville Overnight Warming 
Center, please visit somervil-
lema.gov/warmingcenter or 
contact Somerville 311(627-
666-3311)

SOMERVILLE OPENING  OVERNIGHT
WARMING CENTER TOSERVE COMMUNITY  FOR 2024 WINTER SEASON
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

SOMERVILLE JOB CREATION AND 
RETENTION TRUST COMMITTEE SEEKS ONE NEW MEMBER

The City of Somerville Job 
Creation and Retention 
Trust (JCRT) is now ac-
cepting applications for one 
local business representa-
tive to join the committee 
as a new member.

The JCRT assists the City 
of Somerville in the cre-
ation and maintenance of 
employment opportunities 
within and near Somerville 
for local residents.
The time commitment for 
JCRT committee members 
is typically two-three hours 

per month, including a 
monthly evening meeting.
Other potential time com-
mitments include possible 
subcommittee meetings, 
and reviewing meet-
ing materials. Members 
serve three-year terms in 
a volunteer capacity. All 
members are appointed by 
the Mayor and approved 
by the City Council. All 
Trustees must comply with 
and sign the City of Somer-
ville’s Code of Conduct for 
Board, Commission, and 
Committee Members.
Applications are due 
Monday, February 26th by 
12 p.m. Interested candi-
dates are asked to submit a 
resume and brief answers 
to the following questions 
by email to wblackmer@
somervillema.gov or by 
mail to William Blackmer, 
City of Somerville, OSPCD, 

93 Highland Ave., Somer-
ville, MA. 02143.

Questions for Somerville 
Job Creation and Retention 
Trust Committee Appli-
cants
What is your connection 
to a Somerville business? 
What is your experience 
with hiring locally? De-
tail your/your organiza-
tion’s experience hiring 
individuals from diverse 
backgrounds (includ-
ing individuals without 
post-secondary education, 
individuals who speak Eng-
lish as a second or other 
language, individuals from 
low-income backgrounds, 
individuals from underrep-
resented racial and gender 
backgrounds, etc.

What has been your 
interaction with the work-

force development system, 
agencies, or nonprofits 
as a job seeker, employer, 
professional, or other stake-
holder?

Have you served on a 
nonprofit board or govern-
mental advisory committee 
in the past or currently? If 
so, what is one lesson you 
would take from that expe-
rience to the Job Creation 
and Retention Trust Board 
of Trustees?

What do you believe is the 
biggest threat facing the 
regional labor market in 
the next 10 years?

What do you believe is the 
most urgent issue facing 
job seekers or employers 
today that the Job Creation 
and Retention Trust could 
address?

Please contact William at 
the email above or 617-
625-6600 ext. 2547 with 
any questions or for more 
information.
###

The City of Somerville does 
not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, religion, 
age, national origin, disabil-
ity, or any other protected 
category. Auxiliary aids and 
services, written materials 
in alternative formats, and 
reasonable modifications 
in policies and procedures 
will be provided to quali-
fied applicants and employ-
ees with disabilities free of 
charge, upon request.
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527

The Law Offices of 
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito Esquire 

Breanna L. Rolland Esquire

Real EsReal Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

BEST BOSTON ROOFING & MASONRY CORP 
(617) 377-0527
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
7AM-9AM (DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING PAUL C. BOYDEN

Obituary

, Paul C. – Of Somerville, 

passed away at home 
surrounded by his loving 
family on Sunday, January 
28, 2024. He was 84.

Born and raised in Somer-
ville, he was the son of 
the late Clifton L. and 
Margaret C. (McAveeney) 
Boyden.

Complete obit to be 
posted.

Calling Hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville on Thursday, 
February 1 from 4:00PM 
to 7:00PM.

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend.

A prayer services will be 
held in the funeral home 
Thursday evening at 
6:30PM.

Interment will be held 
privately.

At Paul’s request please 
omit any flowers and in 
lieu of flowers contri-
butions may be made 
in Paul’s name to Care 
Dimensions Hospice 75 
Sylvan St., Suite B 102 
Danvers, MA 01923.

By Bob Katzen

Another proposal before 
the Transportation Com-
mittee, offered by Rep. 
Jim Arciero (D-Westford), 

would eliminate the initial 
state-required annual 
inspection for brand new 
vehicles for one year.

Supporters said that the 

legislation is based on 
the fact that pre-delivery 
inspections (PDIs) are 
required by each motor 
vehicle manufacturer from 
their dealers prior to the 

sale of a vehicle to a con-
sumer. The PDI check list 
parallels the state’s vehicle 
inspection checklist and is 
an unnecessary duplica-
tion of the state’s inspec-

tion process.

PRIVACY OF COLLEGE STUDENTS (H 4266)

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial approval to a bill that would prohibit colleges from being required to release certain student education records to third par-
ties that request the records. The prohibition would not apply to federal, state or municipal agency requests.

“This bill is about protecting and safeguarding the privacy of our students in public higher ed and ensuring they have the same rights as all stu-

WAIVE FIRST ANNUAL INSPECTION FOR NEW CARS (H 3255)

By Bob Katzen

The State Ballot Law Com-
mission dismissed a challenge 
that alleged Donald Trump is 
ineligible for office due to his 
role in the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on 
the U.S. Capitol, ruling that it 

does not have jurisdiction over 
the case.

“The commission, having re-
viewed the materials submitted, 
has determined that the State 
Ballot Law Commission does 
not have jurisdiction over the 

matters presented,” the panel 
wrote.

“Donald Trump’s name will not 
be appearing on the presiden-
tial primary ballot as a result 
of the submission of nomina-
tion papers or a certificate of 

nomination over which the 
commission does have juris-
diction,” the panel continued. 
“Rather, Donald Trump’s name 
will appear on the presidential 
primary ballot as a result of the 
Republican State Committee’s 
submission of his name to the 

Secretary of the commonwealth 
on September 29, 2023 … This 
submission from the state party 
should not be confused with a 
certificate of nomination.”

STATE PANEL DENIES EFFORT TO REMOVE FORMER PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP 
FROM MARCH 5 REPUBLICAN PRIMARY BALLOT
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

Public Tavernn 565 Broadway, Somerville
YELP First to 
Review
Maria M.Elite 24
Somerville, MA
 I recently had the plea-
sure of dining at Public 
Tavern, nestled at 565 
Broadway in Somerville, 
MA, and boy, was it a 
lively experience! This 
sports bar offers a fan-
tastic blend of entertain-
ment options, from arcade 
games to karaoke, making 
it the perfect spot for a 
Wednesday night out with 
friends.

We kicked off our evening 
by trying a couple of their 
cocktails, and let me tell 
you, they didn’t disap-
point. I ordered the lemon 
drop cocktail, and it was a 
delightful balance of sweet 
and tart. On the other 
hand, the margarita, while 
enjoyable, was a touch 
sweeter than my usual 
preference. But here’s the 
kicker - both drinks were 
only $10 each, making 
them a fantastic bargain!

Moving on to the food, we 
decided to go all out with 
a variety of bar bites. The 
nachos were an absolute 

standout; priced at just 
$10, they were gener-
ously loaded with peppers, 
cheese, jalapeños, and 
came with a side of salsa 
that added a delightful 
zing. The value for money 
here was unbeatable, and 
I’d easily rate them a solid 
8/10.

Next up, we dug into the 
turkey club, which came 
with three slices of bread, 
lettuce, tomatoes, and 
crispy bacon. The accom-
panying fries were well-
seasoned, and while they 
were good, they didn’t 
quite reach the same level 

of excellence as the na-
chos. I’d give the turkey 
club a respectable 7/10.

Finally, we tried the potato 
skins, which were served 
in a set of three. They were 
pretty standard but man-
aged to pack a punch in 
terms of seasoning. My 
only quibble was that they 
were on the smaller side, 
but they did hit the spot 
taste-wise 7/10.

Overall, Public Tavern is a 
gem worth checking out, 
especially if you’re a local 
looking for a great spot to 
catch a game, enjoy some 

arcade games with friends, 
and indulge in reasonably 
priced drinks and deli-
cious bar bites.

Food: 7/10
Affordability: 9/10
Ambiance: 8/10
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS

Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with 

the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, or sampling 
one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

BSFITboston.net ACE PAVING LLC 
1-800-893-6880/603-432-9174
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS
(781)729-1040     34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

wagnerfloraldesigns.com
(617) 764-142

508 Somerville Ave, Somerville, MA 
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


