
VOL.1 NO.329-155                     SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD MASS.                              Tuesday March 14th, 2023                 

Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

Continued to page 5

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

CITY OF SOMERVILLE INSTALLING 
PARKING METERS IN FRONT

 OF RESIDENTIAL HOMES ON OUR 
SIDE-STREETS

Continued to page 16

DIZOGLIO TO AUDIT THE LEGISLATURE

SOMERVILLE AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING TRUST SEEKS 

ONE NEW MEMBER

Continued to page 7
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH 

REAL ESTATE

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com       Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com  
(617)818-5736                                        (617)610-5382

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH BYRNE FOR WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED FOR THE 
HIGHEST SALES IN BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER!

Deborah Byrne
Relocation Director, Government Certified
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty 
Cell: (617) 201- 4730
Website: http://www.debbyrne.com

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING MAUREEN E. MURPHY

MAUREEN’S OBITUARY:

Maureen “Bobbie” 
Bourque Murphy, 78, of 
Somerville passed away 
peacefully in her home
surrounded by her family 
on February 18, 2023.

Maureen was preceded 
in death by her parents, 

Robert and Catherine 
Bourque, her sister Bar-
bara Falconer Randall, her 
son Stephen Murphy,
and her former husband 
Robert Murphy.

Maureen is survived by 
her sister Ann Bourque 
and her daughter Ashley 
Bourque of Somerville. 
Maureen was a devoted 
mother to her children 
Robert Murphy Jr. and his 
fiancée Sandra Moloney of 
Wakefield, Kimberly Han-
non of Winchester, and
Kristin O’Connell and her 
husband Jason O’Connell 
of Somerville.

Maureen was cherished 
Nana to Colin and Max, 
Taryn and Braelyn, Tyler 
and Teegan, Chloe and 
Ciaran, Stephen and
Alexis. Maureen is also 
survived by Salvatore 

Vasta, numerous nephews, 
nieces, and extended
family.

Ambitious and ahead of 
her time, Maureen opened 
her business REM An-
swering Service, in
1974 out of her home 
that was open for over 40 
years. Though she was a 
successful business
woman, Maureen’s true 
passion in life was her 
family. She was fiercely 
protective of all of her
“kids” regardless of where 
they fit in her life. Every-
one was welcome in her 
home, and to many
young people who grew 
up in Somerville, she was 
known simply as “Ma”.
Maureen will be remem-
bered for her glamorous 
good looks and her iconic 
style, her love of
Elvis Presley on Sunday 

mornings, and holiday 
gatherings where she 
would most certainly 
speak
her mind. Most of all, she 
will be remembered for 
her kind heart, her fierce 
loyalty, her love of
children and animals, her 
amazing strength when 
things got tough, and her 
faith in God and her
beloved St. Anthony, Mau-
reen touched so many 
lives in a positive way. Her 
presence here will never 
be forgotten.

A funeral Mass for Mau-
reen was celebrated at St. 
Clements Church, Somer-
ville on
Saturday, February 25, 
2023, at 12:00 noon. Visi-
tation took place at the 
Doherty Funeral
Home, 855 Broadway 
Somerville on Saturday 

February 25, 2023, from 
10:00-11:30 AM.
Interment were private.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations to 
Care Dimensions Hospice 
Care Danvers for
their incredible care for 
our mom.

VIOLETT’S OBITUARY:

Bonnett, Violet A. (Bar-
ry)- Lifelong resident of 
Somerville, passed away 
with her husband by her 
side on Sunday, February 
26, 2023. She was 80 years 
old.

Born and raised in Somer-
ville. She was the beloved 

daughter of the late 
Alphonsus and Bernice 
(Nolan) Barry.
Violet was the beloved 
wife of 64 years to Robert 
“Bob” Bonnett. She was 
the devoted sister of Ber-
nice Reiss of Tewksbury, 
William Barry of Kansas 
and the late Richard Barry 
of Derry, NH. She is also 
survived by many loving 

nieces, nephews, great-
nieces and nephews, and 
friends.
A Funeral Procession will 
be held from, the George 
L. Doherty Funeral Home, 
855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville, 
on Friday, March 3rd at 
9:00AM, Followed by a 
Funeral Mass celebrated 
in St. Catherine of Geona 

Church, 179 Summer St. 
Somerville, at 10:00AM.
Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend.
Calling Hours will be held 
on Thursday, March 2nd 
from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.
Services will conclude 
with interment held at, St. 
Paul Cemetery, Arlington.

DEBORAH’S OBITUARY
PACINO, Deborah A. – Of 
Somerville March 11, 2023.
Beloved daughter of the late 
Richard Sr. and Janet (Ro-
drigues) Pacino. Loving sis-
ter of Tracy J. Gustus and her 
husband Stephen of Somer-
ville, Richard Pacino Jr. and 

Deneen of Warwick, RI. 
Cherished aunt of Richard, 
Gina and Erin. Funeral pro-
cession from the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home, 855 
Broadway (Powder House 
Sq.) Somerville, Friday 
morning at 9am, followed by 
a Funeral Mass in St. Joseph 

Church, Somerville at 10:00. 
Relatives and friends invited. 
Calling hours Thursday, 4:00 
– 7:00. Interment private. 
Deborah was a longtime 
Somerville School Teacher, 
a devoted Catholic, she also 
loved the beach, reading and 
loved to be with family and 

friends. In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made in 
Deborah’s memory to the 
American Cancer Society, 3 
Speen St Ste 250, Framing-
ham, MA 01701.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING DOROTHY L. BADER

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING DEBORAH A. PACINO
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: 
CITY OF SOMERVILLE INSTALLING PARKING METERS IN FRONT
 OF RESIDENTIAL HOMES ON OUR SIDE-STREETS Continued from front page

Dear Billy T and 
Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

You need to go by 27 
College Ave in Somerville 
because the city has now 
installed parking meters 
in front of our homes 
directly across the street 
from the elderly building 
to compensate parking 
revenue that was once 
brought in by the metered 
parking spaces that they 
so foolishly removed from 
College Avenue.

Since the city took away 
the parking spaces on 
College Ave, the residents 
are now fighting back 
putting up signs by tap-
ing them to the newly 
installed parking meters 
with strong messages to 
the new mayor of the city 
to cut this nonsense out. 
Please come by and take 
photos of this mess that 
we residents now have to 
deal with everyday. Please 
contact me to see if we can 
work together with our 
neighbors and the city to 
restore the parking spaces 
that they removed or to 
create a feasible plan that 
will work for all and re-
move these newly installed 
parking meters from the 
front of our homes.

Maureen
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

SOMERVILLE YOUTH AND RECREATION FOUNDATION (SYRF)
 AND OTHER SOMERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS RECEIVE DONATIONS

JOIN THE POPLAR STREET PUMP STATION CONSTRUCTION 
KICK-OFF COMMUNITY MEETING ON MARCH 27, 2023

Virtual Meeting Will Share Over-
view and Anticipated Timeline for 
Construction of Stormwater Pump 
Station on Poplar Street

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and Ward Two Coun-
cilor Jefferson Thomas Scott invite 
the community to a virtual meeting 
on Monday, March 27, at 6 p.m. to 
learn about the City’s construction 
of a stormwater pump station at 10 
Poplar Street. Work on the pump 

station is expected to begin this 
spring and to continue through 
2025.

The meeting will take place virtual-
ly Monday, March 27, at 6 p.m.Visit 
somervillema.gov/poplarstreet, or 
call the Engineering Division at 
617-625-6600 x5400 to register to 
attend.

During the meeting, City staff 
will present an overview of the 

construction process and timeline 
for the pump station, stormwater 
storage tank, and associated utility 
improvements. This presenta-
tion will let residents know what 
to expect throughout the initial 
phases of the project’s construc-
tion. Attendees will also learn how 
the pump station will help alleviate 
City and regional drainage issues 
and have the opportunity to ask 
the project managers about the 
construction.

The Poplar Street pump station and 
accompanying underground stor-
age tank will fundamentally change 
the way stormwater drainage is 
managed for approximately 60% 
of the city. It represents a major in-
vestment in modernizing the City’s 
stormwater management infra-
structure and increasing prepared-
ness for extreme weather events.
This critical piece of infrastructure 
will mitigate flood-risk in Ward 

Two and Ward Three, help reduce 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs), 
and unlock development planned 
as part of Somervision 2040.

Interpretation into any language 
is available upon advance request 
(at least seven days in advance) by 
contacting the SomerViva Office of 
Immigrant Affairs at somervillema.
gov/ContactSomerViva or calling 
311 at 617-666-3311.

EMERGENCY DONATIONS SOUGHT FOR FIRE VICTIMS
You can help. On February 13, 
more than 50 people, includ-
ing 16 children, were displaced 
by an apartment block fire on 
Highland Avenue. Fortunately, 
everyone got out safely, but 
significant challenges remain 
for our neighbors and students 
who cannot return to their 

homes. More than 13 City 
departments and a half-dozen 
partner agencies mobilized to 
set up temporary shelter, food, 
and other supports, but your 
help is needed for what comes 
next.
These residents have been 
uprooted and their lives turned 

upside down. If you are willing 
and able, please donate to the 
Somerville Homeless Coali-
tion’s EMERGENCY FUND. 
Donations of any size will help 
rebuild our community, one 
family at a time. The fund is 
designed to provide immediate 
relief to the affected residents 

and will help other neighbors 
in need as they face future 
emergencies.

Special thanks to Somerville 
Firefighters Local 76 for quickly 
knocking down the fire and sav-
ing lives that day.

You can donate and select 
“Emergency Fund” to support 
these families, students, and 
residents here: https://protect-
us.mimecast.com/s/wOoaC-
M8xK3Hq12RqCwXZNN

Together, we can make a differ-
ence. Thank you.

Mr. Paul Collyer, the organizer 
of last year’s 2022 Somerville 
Jingle Bell Run & Walk, made 
some local donations today, 07 
March 2023 at the new Somer

ville Recreation Center located 
at 8 Bonair Street in Somerville, 
MA. 02145

Mr. David Mangan received 

$1,500.00 for his Somerville 
Youth Recreation Foundation 
(SYRF) 501 c3 Non-Profit, 
George Scarpelli received 
$1,500.00 for the Somerville 
High School Girls Lacrosse 
Team and Somerville High 
School Soccer and former 
Somerville Alderman, Jack 
Connolly received $3,000.00 
for the Somerville High School 
Track & Field Program.

The Somerville Youth Recre-

ation Foundation (SYRF) is 
a Non-profit foundation and 
was formed exclusively in 2006 
for charitable purposes. The 
principal objective is to elicit 
funding through solicitation 
and fund raising to support the 
educational, social, and sport-
ing development of the youth in 
Somerville. Your contribution 
provides our youth with oppor-
tunities that guide their activity 
needs, interests, and aspirations 
for the future. These include 

recreational and educational 
programs, events, and academic 
scholarships. The SYRF web site 
may be viewed at http://Somer-
villeYouthRecF.org

If you would like more infor-
mation, please call Mr. David 
Mangan at the Somerville 
Youth & Recreation Foundation 
(SYRF) office at 617-462-9285.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING JAMES D. MORAN

JAMES’ OBITUARY:

Moran, James David- Of 
Somerville, passed away 
at home on Friday, March 
10, 2023. He was 52.
Born in Winchester and 
raised in Somerville. He 
was the son of Helen L. 
(Murphy) and the late 

Francis X. Moran.

Complete obit to be 
posted.
A Funeral Procession will 
be held from the George 
L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville, 
Saturday, March 18th at 

9:00AM. Followed by a 
funeral mass celebrated 
in St. Clement Church 64 
Warner St., Somerville at 
10:00AM.
Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend.
Calling Hours will be held 
on Friday March 17th 

from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.
Interment will be private.
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121

By Bob Katzen

State Auditor Diana 
DiZoglio announced she 
has launched an audit 
of the Massachusetts 
Legislature—something 
she promised in her 
campaign last year.

“As I committed, my of-
fice has begun an audit 
of the state Legislature,” 
said DiZoglio. “We hope 
this will increase trans-
parency, accountability 
and equity in an area of 
state government that 
has been completely 
ignored. Historically, 
the Legislature has been 
a closed-door opera-
tion, where committee 
votes have been hidden 
from the general public 
and legislation has been 
voted on in the dark of 
night.”

“Taxpayers deserve 
more—they deserve the 
opportunity to weigh in 
on legislative, budgetary 
and regulatory matters 
that are important to 
them,” continued DiZo-
glio. “Everyone should 
have equitable and 
transparent access to and 
information about all 
state-funded agencies, 
including the Legisla-
ture. Unfortunately, the 
Legislature has not been 
audited [by the state au-
ditor] since 1922, while 
Massachusetts ranks as 
one of the least transpar-
ent and least accessible 
state governments in the 
nation. It is my hope that 
the Legislature welcomes 
the opportunity for an 
audit to uncover where 
we can, and must, do 
better as a state govern-
ment. Our office looks 
forward to working with 

them.”

“Under the Massachu-
setts Constitution, and 
as the separation of 
powers clause dictates, 
the Senate is required to 
manage its own business 
and set its own rules,” 
said a spokesperson for 
Senate President Karen 
Spilka. “Those rules re-
quire that the Senate un-
dergoes an audit every 
fiscal year by a certified 
public accounting firm 
experienced in auditing 
governmental entities 
and provides that audit 
to the public. Further, 
Senate business is made 
public through journals, 
calendars and record-
ings of each session, 
while payroll and other 
financial information is 
publicly available on the 
comptroller’s website. If 
anyone wishes to view 

this information, it is 
available to the public.”

“Massachusetts is the 
only state in the coun-
try in which all three 
branches of our state 
government—the execu-
tive, the judiciary and 
the Legislature—exempt 
themselves from public 
records laws,” said Paul 
Craney, a spokesman for 
the Mass Fiscal Alliance. 
“By most accounts we 
have possibly the least 
transparent state gov-
ernment in the country 
and it’s a commonly held 
belief that the Legisla-
ture is where transpar-
ency and good gover-
nance principles go to 
die. If Auditor DiZoglio 
is actually able to make 
good on her promise to 
audit the Legislature, it 
will be a welcome check 
on the power of the most 

opaque state govern-
ment in the country and 
a victory for the people 
of the commonwealth.”

Despite repeated re-
quests from Beacon Hill 
Roll Call, the following 
Democratic and Repub-
lican legislative leaders 
did not respond to a 
question asking them 
whether they support 
an audit of the Legisla-
ture by DiZoglio: House 
Speaker Ron Mariano
(D-Quincy), House GOP 
Minority Leader Brad 
Jones (R-North Reading) 
and GOP Senate Minor-
ity Leader Bruce Tarr 
(R-Gloucester).

Medford Police are 
searching for these three 
who work together to 
steal a woman’s wallet in 
Wegmans.

  (it was clarified that 
one is a woman, and the 
other two are m en..
there was some confusion 
based on photos circu-
lated, with some thinking 
three men)

From Medford PD :
The Medford Police De-

partment is looking for 
assistance to identify the 
suspects (one female and 
two males) shown in these 
still photos. On January 
27, 2023 at 3:15pm, the 
suspects worked in tan-
dem to create a distraction 
to steal an elderly woman’s 
wallet while she was 
shopping at Wegmans. 
They went on to commit 
a second theft outside in 
the parking lot. Full video 
of the incidents can be 
viewed on our YouTube 

Channel at https://youtu.
be/k9689lNAkDg.

If you can identify any of 
the suspects, please con-
tact Detective Mike Pel-
legrino at 781-391-6767 
ext. 3244.

MEDFORD POLICE ARE SEARCHING FOR THESE THREE WHO WORK TOGETHER
 TO STEAL A WOMAN’S WALLET IN WEGMANS

DIZOGLIO TO AUDIT THE LEGISLATURE
Continued from front page
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito 
Breanna L. Rolland
Amy L. Connors
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

Deborah Byrne, Government Certified Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty

What’s Your Home Worth? Get three automated Estimates – Instantly.

Call me for a no cost appraisal of your property! Ask me about our 2.5% commision savings 
program!

Accolades include: Top 4% Sales Nationwide, Chairmans Circle, Presidents Circle, Relocation 
Director, Notary Public Realtor®, CRS, CBR, CDPE, LMC, Energy Star Certification, Foreclosures 
MASS Certification, AHWD, CSP , SRES and RECS Top Producer in Massachusetts Awards

DEBORAH BYRNE, GOVERNMENT CERTIFIED BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY (617)201-4730

Join SYHA Alumni to cel-
ebrate the 60th anniversary 

of Somerville Youth Hockey. 
We’re hosting 
“Hockey Day in Somerville” 
jam packed with 
activities to recognize and 
celebrate SYHA’s history.

We’ll have a ceremony 
to honor those who have 
helped shape SYHA over the 
years. Then we’ll have our 
annual Alumni Tournament 

at Veterans Rink in Somer-
ville. Teams of ~10 players 
will face off on the ice for the 
afternoon of games. Each 
team is guaranteed 2 games. 
Games will be 2 15-minute 
running time periods.

What: SYHA Alumni tour-
nament
Who: All SYHA Alumni 
(friends of Alumni welcome)

When: Saturday March 11th 
– 12:00pm-5pm
Where: Veterans Rink, 
Somerville
Cost: $100 per player 
(payable by cash, check or 
Venmo to @michele-ahouse)
($75 for current SYHA 
coaches)
Why: To have fun playing 
hockey with friends and to 
support SYHA

All proceeds from the tour-
nament will go to support 
SYHA to ensure we can 
continue our mission of pro-
viding affordable organized 
youth hockey to kids in 
Somerville and surrounding 
communities.
SYHA 2023 Alumni Tourna-
ment Registration
https://docs.google.com/

SYHA 2023 ALUMNI TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION

KELVIN’S OBITUARY
Kelvin J. Gutierrez– Of 
Malden, passed away on 
March 8, 2023 surrounded 
by his loving family. He 
was 27 years old.

Born in Cambridge and 
raised in Somerville.
Engaged to Flor Ochoa 
and devoted father to 
Kelvin Gutierrez Jr. Dear 
brother of Jessica Rivera 
Gutierrez and her hus-
band Edwin, brother to 
Omar Gutierrez and his 
wife Justine, brother/best 
friend to Marvin Gutier-
rez Jr. and his wife Erika, 
and cousin, who was 
raised as a sibling, Marcela 

Mendoza and her signifi-
cant other Izzy.
He was the loving uncle of 
Nathean Gutierrez, Hec-
tor Gutierrez, Anthony 
Rivera, Marvin Gutier-
rez Jr, Noah Rivera and 
Xavier Gutierrez. He was 
a role model to all of his 
nephews who loved being 
around him and looked 
up to him. Kelvin was so 
loved by all his uncles, 
aunts, cousins, friends 

and close friend Angel 
Galarza.
Kelvin was a loveable 
person, who everyone 
enjoyed being around. He 
loved to spread joy, happi-
ness, and laughter. He was 
someone who everyone 
could always count on. 
One of the most selfless 
people to live amongst us 
and an amazing person 
who will always be missed 
and forever in our hearts. 
Rest In Peace Pachanga

Funeral procession from the 
George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home, 855 Broadway (Pow-
der House Sq.) Somerville, 
Thursday morning at 9am, 
followed by a Funeral Mass 
in St. Benedict Church, 
Somerville at 10:00.
Relatives and friends invited.
Visiting hours, Wednesday 
3:00 – 7:00 in the Funeral 
Home.
Interment, Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING KELVIN J. GUTIERREZ

By Bob Katzen

This bill would require all 
restaurants to have at least 5 
percent of their seating options 
be armchairs. Or have arm-
chairs on-site and available 

upon request.

“We must continue to make 
areas where members of the 
public frequent handicap ac-
cessible,” said sponsor Sen. 
Joan Lovely (D-Salem) who 

filed the bill at the request of a 
constituent. “Individuals with 
disabilities that hinder their 
mobility, muscle strength or 
coordination run the risk of 
slipping or falling off some 
types of chairs. Armchairs not 

only provide support for those 
who need assistance rising or 
sitting down, they also inhibit 
people from falling once seated. 
I am pleased to have filed [the 
bill] on behalf of my constitu-
ent to improve safety for our 

handicapped residents and 
ensure they can continue to 
enjoy social outings at food 
establishments.”

REQUIRE ARMCHAIRS IN RESTAURANTS (SD 2037)

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING ANNA VALENTE

ANNA’S OBITUARY:

Mrs. Anna (Vaudo) Valente, 
of Somerville, passed away 
on March 12, 2023, she was 
87. The beloved wife of 62 

years to Salvatore Valente.
Complete notice to follow.

Calling Hours will be held in 
the George L. Doherty Fu-
neral Home, 855 Broadway 
(Powder House Sq.) Somer-
ville, Thursday, March 16th 

4:00PM ~ 7:00PM. Relatives 
and friends invited to attend.

Funeral Procession from the 
Doherty Funeral Home on 
Friday morning, March 17th 
at 10:00AM followed by a 
Funeral Mass celebrated in 

St. Raphael Church, Medford 
at 11:00AM.
Services will conclude with 
entombment at Holy Cross, 
Chapel Hill, Mausoleum in 
Malden.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

except 11/26, 12/24, & 
12/31
9:30 am – 1:30 pm • 
191 Highland Ave
Brought to you by The 
Center for Arts at the 
Armory

Follow us on Face-
book & Instagram

SOMERVILLE WINTER FARMERS MARKET EVERY SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5-APRIL 8

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING DAVID B. NEWTON

DAVID’S OBITUARY:

Newton, David R.- Of Med-

ford, passed away on Sunday, 
March 12, 2023 at home 
surrounded by his family. He 
was 64.

Born in Cambridge and 
raised in Wilmington. 
He was the son of the late 
Robert and Frances (Bryant) 
Newton.
Born in Cambridge and 
raised in Wilmington. 
He was the son of the late 
Robert and Frances (Bry-
ant) Newton. David enjoyed 
in the simpler things in life. 

You could find him on a nice 
day out riding his motorcy-
cle around the city, walking 
his cat or relaxing on the 
beach watching the waves 
crash against the sand. He 
was devoted to his family, 
especially his grandchildren. 
He would go to any sport-
ing event they were a part 
of. His grandchildren were 
his world and they would 
always bring a smile to his 
face. David fought a coura-
geous, dignified battle with 
cancer and will be missed by 

all whom he loved.
Beloved husband of 40 years 
to Margaret “Peg” (Amato) 
Newton. Devoted father of 
Jason Newton and his wife 
Gina, David Newton and 
his girlfriend Ann, Ashley 
Newton, and Steven Newton. 
Loving grandfather of Julian 
Goodridge, and Emma and 
Isla Newton.
A Prayer service will be 
conducted in the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home 855 
Broadway (Powder House 
Sq.) Somerville, Saturday, 

March 18, 2023 at 10:30AM.
Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.
Calling Hours will be held 
on Friday from 4:00PM to 
7:00PM.
Services will conclude with 
David being laid to rest at 
Oak Grove Cemetery, Med-
ford.
In lieu of flowers contri-
butions may be made in 
David’s name to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital research 
l or to Care Dimensions
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Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real 
Es-

tate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145
SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate Winner of 
the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% 
in the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
global network

Winner of 2019 President Circle Award

Winner of 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award,
representing the top 2% in the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices global network

Huge thank you to all our clients, friends 
and family for your business and referrals!
Another successful year in real estate and
we couldn’t have done it without your support.
We greatly appreciate it!

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: WEST SOMERVILLE NEIGH-
BORHOOD SCHOOL “STUDENT THE MONTH”

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES COMMONWEALTH 
REAL ESTATE PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 2022 AWARD WINNER 

Dear Billy T and Somerville/
Medford News Weekly Speakup 
Line,

Valerie received an award at the 
West Somerville Neighborhood 
School for her empathy toward 
her fellow students. She shows 
concerns on peoples feelings 
and understands their needs. 
Each grade selected a student of 

the month. Valerie Wright was 
selected for the sixth grade.
Valerie Wright is to daughter 
Lydia Mulrey Wright and her 
husband Ken Wright’s daugh-
ter. Grandparents Diane and 
Larry Mulrey. Daughter and 
also granddaughter to proud 
grandparents Diane and Larry 
Mulrey. Thanks so much Billy!

Achievement citation reads:
“Valerie Wright has been recog-
nized for outstanding achieve-
ment in empathy during school 
year of 2022 to 2023 and is here 
by awarded this certificate of 
distinction.
Given on this 28th day of Feb-
ruary year of 2023”
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NOW OFFERING LICENSE TO CARRY CLASSES 
COURSE 

COMPLETED IN ONE DAY FOR SIGN-UP AND DATES 
CALL:617-257-2383 OR 617-776-0765

RETIRED SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER FIREARMS 
INSTRUCTOR JOHN MONTE

Medford Sons of Italy  
42 Alfred StreetMedford/Somerville line.

Sports Bar, Keno  Darts, Corn Hole and Billiard tables. 

Accepting new and old memberships.
Phone 781-874-9577

Email:Medford Soi@gmail.com

MEDFORD SONS OF ITALY 
NOW OPEN!

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

SOMERVILLE’S RODENT AND LEAK RESISTANT 
WHEELED TRASH RECIPROCALS AREN’T WORKING

By William Tauro 

The City of Somerville’s 
trash barrel of choice 
that was distributed to 
thousands of homes here 
in the city are failing us 
miserably. The barrel 
manufacturer claims that 
their product features “a 
rodent rim, specifically 
designed to keep out some 
of the most persistent 
varmints that cities face. 
It’s unique locking mecha-
nism that prevents critters 
from opening the carts, 
consuming the waste, and 
leaving a mess for the city 
and residents to clean. 
Each lock is also designed 
to prevent debris from 
becoming trapped dur-
ing dumping, ensuring no 
material gets left behind 
in your cart.”

They also go on to pro-
claim that their product 
“Is .  Compatible with 
both semi and fully auto-
mated collection systems 
for optimized collection 
efficiencies.

• Easy to use and rodent 
proof, it eliminates the 
mess of spills. Increases 
resident participation and 
lowers disposal costs.”

Well, in my opinion if 
you ask me about all 
these proclaimed manu-
facturer’s promises that 

their barrels claim to be 
is not true especially after 
seeing many barrels eaten 
away by rodents. Most of 
our city barrels are eaten 
from the bottom up and 
eaten from the top down. 
The lids are eaten away 
on the corners and the 
bottoms are eaten away on 
the corners as well. In my 
opinion the city should 
be able to call the manu-
facturer and demand a 
refund or replacement of 
each compromised barrel 
if the product has failed 
the manufacturer’s expec-
tations.

The city should be doing 
this for the residents and 
protecting our interest 
forthwith without any 
hesitation nor pushback 
from the barrel manufac-
turer.



    14    Tuesday  March 14th, 2023                                                    The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly    

GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

HELP WANTED CUSTODIAL/ HANDYMAN
Looking for full or part 

time help Custodial/ 
Handyman McCarthy Self 
Storage Medford contact 

Maria (781)396-7724

After several years of inac-
tivity during the pandemic, 
the City of Somerville is 
reestablishing its Veterans 
Commission. The City seeks 
five motivated members to 
relaunch the Commission, 
and all Somerville residents 
are welcome to apply.

The Veterans Commission 
maintains the custody and 
care of all monuments, 
memorials, and dedications 

in Somerville to respect-
fully commemorate the 
services and sacrifices of 
the soldiers, marines, and 
airmen who have served our 
country in war, or persons 
who have served the Com-
monwealth in time of war. 
The Commission will also 
develop policies and proce-
dures for the construction 
and review of memori-
als, monuments, and hero 
square dedications.

The Commission will 
consist of five members ap-
pointed by the Mayor. Three 
members must be Veterans, 
and two can be any quali-
fied community member. 
Meetings are expected to 

begin in Spring 2023. The 
Commission will meet 
monthly for approximately 
two hours, with additional 
time expected at Memo-
rial Day and Veterans Day. 
Members will serve one-, 
two-, or three-year terms 
with potential reappoint-
ment for a three-year term. 
These are volunteer posi-
tions.

Applications are due 
Wednesday, March 22. To 
apply, please submit a state-
ment of interest explaining 
why you would like to serve 
and any relevant back-
ground experience, along 
with an optional profes-
sional resume, to veterans@

somervillema.gov or by mail 
to: Attn: Veterans Commis-
sion Member Application, 
Somerville Department 
of Veterans Services, 50 
Evergreen Ave., Somerville, 
MA 02145. Please contact 
the Department of Veterans 
Services at 617-625-6600 
ext. 4700 or veterans@
somervillema.gov with 
questions.

The City of Somerville does 
not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, religion, 
age, national origin, disabil-
ity, or any other protected 
category. Auxiliary aids and 
services, written materials 
in alternative formats, and 
reasonable modifications in 

policies and procedures will 
be provided to qualified ap-
plicants and employees with 
disabilities free of charge, 
upon request.

Persons with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective com-
munication (i.e., CART, 
ASL), written materials 
in alternative formats, or 
reasonable modifications 
in policies and procedures 
in order to access the 
programs, activities, and 
meetings of the City of 
Somerville should please 
contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
in advance at 617-625-
6600 x 2059 or apomeroy@
somervillema.gov.

SOMERVILLE VETERANS COMMISSION SEEKS FIVE MEMBERS
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847COCO FLOW 

STYLE BARBER 
SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

85A Broadway Somerville MA 02145

LOVING SOMERVILLE THAT MUCH!

We love Somerville and 
we are going to fight for 
what is right! We are for 
the people,
William “Billy” Tauro

Premiere on Broadway Hiring!
Email koryn.zammuto8@gmail.com

FREE WALK-IN FLU & COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINICS CONTINUE THROUGH MARCH
The City of Somerville continues 
to host weekly walk-in vaccina-
tion clinics for residents through 
the end of March, with both flu 
vaccines and the bivalent Moderna 
COVID-19 booster available. Clin-
ics will take place each Wednesday 
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the City Hall 
Annex, 50 Evergreen Ave., through 
March 29.

The City’s COVID-19 booster ap-
pointments are open to individuals 
aged 6 years and older, at least two 
months after their last dose. The 
City’s flu vaccine appointments are 
open to everyone aged 6 months 
and older. The flu vaccine and the 
updated COVID-19 booster dose 
are provided at no cost, regardless 
of health insurance or immigration 
status.

Advance registration is recom-
mended to save time but not 
required. Pre-register online at 
somervillema.gov/vaccineclinics or 
by calling 311 (617-666-3311). Flu 
vaccines and updated COVID-19 
boosters are also available at many 
pharmacies and other locations. 
Find a provider at vaccines.gov.

Free COVID-19 test kits also 
continue to be available by request 
at all Somerville public libraries, 
at City Hall, and at the City Hall 
Annex.
Persons with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and services 
for effective communication (i.e., 
CART, ASL), written materials 
in alternative formats, or reason-
able modifications in policies and 

procedures in order to access the 
programs, activities, and meetings 
of the City of Somerville should 
please contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
in advance at 617-625-6600 x 2059 
or apomeroy@somervillema.gov.

The Somerville Community 
Preservation Committee (CPC) 
is holding its annual Community 
Preservation Plan public hearing 
on Wednesday, March 22, at 6:30 
p.m.

The CPC holds a public hear-
ing each year to identify com-
munity needs and priorities for 
Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funds. Testimony from the 
hearing informs the CPC’s annual 
Community Preservation Plan 
update, which establishes how 

the year’s CPA funds will be al-
located across affordable housing, 
historic resources, and open space 
categories.

The hearing will be held virtu-
ally. Visit somervillema.gov/CPA 
for the meeting link, or join by 
dialing 415-655-0052, access code 
112-228-434. Written comments 
may also be submitted by Friday, 
March 31, to rcameron@somer-
villema.gov or Roberta Cameron, 
CPA Manager, Somerville City 
Hall, 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Ave., 

Somerville, MA 02143.

Residents can also share their 
ideas by taking the Community 
Preservation Committee survey 
at somervillema.gov/CPA. Paper 
surveys are available at City Hall, 
Council on Aging locations, and 
libraries.

About the CPA:

The CPA is a special City fund 
reserved for capital improvement 
projects related to open space/rec-

reation and historic preservation, 
and for projects that help to create 
or support affordable housing. 
Since Somerville residents voted 
to adopt the CPA in 2012, CPA 
funds have supported improve-
ments at 50 unique sites through-
out the city. Recent projects in-
clude renovating the West Branch 
Library, Somerville Community 
Growing Center, Prospect Hill 
Park, and Lou Ann David Park; 
preserving the former church that 
houses the Somerville Hispanic 
Association in East Somerville; 

and installing an elevator at the 
Somerville Museum.
Persons with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and services 
for effective communication (i.e., 
CART, ASL), written materials in 
alternative formats, or reason-
able modifications in policies and 
procedures in order to access the 
programs, activities, and meetings 
of the City of Somerville should 
please contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
in advance at 617-625-6600 x 
2059 or apomeroy@somervillema.
gov.

SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION PLAN PUBLIC HEARING, MARCH 22
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

The City of Somerville 
seeks one Somerville resi-
dent to serve in a volunteer 
capacity on the Somerville 
Affordable Housing Trust 
(SAHT). This vacancy is 
for a Somerville tenant 
whose household is income 
eligible for federal or state 
housing programs with an 
interest in addressing and 
advocating for the city’s af-
fordable housing needs.

The SAHT administers 
funding to create and pre-
serve affordable homes in 

Somerville for renters and 
prospective owners with 
low and moderate incomes. 
Through a public process, 
Trustees evaluate project 
and program proposals and 
approve funding allocations 
to increase the local afford-
able housing supply.
Applicants must be a 
Somerville tenant whose 
household gross income is 
at or below $78,300 for one 
person; $89,500 for two 
people; $100,700 for three 
people; $111,850 for four 
people; or $120,800 for five 
people. Income limits for 
households of six or more 
people are available by 
request.
The SAHT typically meets 
virtually on the second 
Thursday of each month 
at 5:15 p.m. The length of 
meetings varies depend-
ing on the specific nature 
of agenda items. The Trust 

may also hold a special 
meeting in addition to its 
regular monthly meeting 
if necessary. Applicants 
should expect to commit a 
total of approximately four 
hours per month, which 
includes the duration of 
the monthly meetings and 
review of documents cir-
culated in connection with 
each meeting.
Members serve two-year 
terms in a volunteer capac-
ity. The Trust is composed 
of nine Trustees: three 
designated by the Mayor, 
City Council, and Somer-
ville Housing Authority, 
respectively. Six members 
are appointed by the Mayor 
following recommendations 
from the Appointments 
Advisory Committee: two 
Somerville residents (one 
who is a tenant whose 
household is eligible for 
federal or state housing 

programs), two representa-
tives of nonprofit organi-
zations, one professional 
in real estate or housing, 
and another in banking or 
finance.
Applications are due 
Wednesday, April 5. Inter-
ested candidates should 
submit a resume, cover 
letter, and any relevant 
supplemental material 
by email to pgoldstein@
somervillema.gov or by 
mail to Paul Goldstein, 
City of Somerville, OS-
PCD Housing Division, 50 
Evergreen Ave., Somerville, 
MA 02145. Please contact 
Paul at the email above or 
617-625-6600 ext. 2587 
with questions. Applica-
tions will be reviewed by 
the Appointments Advisory 
Committee.
The City of Somerville does 
not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, religion, 

age, national origin, disabil-
ity, or any other protected 
category. Auxiliary aids and 
services, written materials 
in alternative formats, and 
reasonable modifications in 
policies and procedures will 
be provided to qualified ap-
plicants and employees with 
disabilities free of charge, 
upon request.

Persons with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective com-
munication (i.e., CART, 
ASL), written materials 
in alternative formats, or 
reasonable modifications 
in policies and procedures 
in order to access the 
programs, activities, and 
meetings of the City of 
Somerville should please 
contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
in advance at 617-625-
6600 x 2059 or apomeroy@
somervillema.gov.

SOMERVILLE AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST SEEKS ONE NEW MEMBER
Continued from front page
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

SOMERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT CRIME UPDATES

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

Residential Breaking & 
Entering

23011180: On 3/2/23 at 
approximately 7:36 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to a residence 
on North St for report 
of a breaking and enter-
ing. Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the reporting 
party who stated several 
valuable items were stolen 
from her mother’s apart-
ment while she was out.

Arrest

23010782: On 2/28/23 at 
approximately 7:55 PM, 
Somerville Police re-

sponded to a gas station 
on Alewife Brook Pkwy 
for report of a suspicious 
person. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the 
reporting party who stated 
earlier in the day, a male 
party entered the gas 
station store and began 
acting rude to employees. 
After he was told to leave, 
the male party grabbed a 
hammer and began chas-
ing the employees then 
threatened to kill them. 
He fled the area prior to 
police arrival. Later at ap-
proximately 9:00 PM, the 
male party returned to the 
area. Officers located him 
and he was placed into 

custody.

Residential Breaking & 
Entering

23009530: On 2/21/23 
at approximately 12:52 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to a residence 
in the area of Broadway & 
Garrison Ave for report of 
a past breaking and enter-
ing. Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the victims 
who stated their home was 
broken into while under 
construction and a stove 
was stolen.

Other Crimes:
• 5 MV Thefts

• 1 Bike Theft
• 1 MV Vandalism
• 1 Car Break
• 3 Package Thefts
• 5 Catalytic Converter 
Thefts
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

All Somerville residents should 
be on the lookout for the 2023 

annual City of Somerville 
census in their mailbox. Upon 
receipt, please complete the 
brief form and return it to the 
City via mail, email, fax, or in 
person.

High census participation 
provides an accurate popula-
tion count, which helps the City 

plan municipal services and 
adapt as the population chang-
es. The Elections Department 
also uses the census to help 
keep voting rolls up to date.
Completed census forms can be 
returned via the postage-paid 
return envelope included in the 
mailing, by scanning the form 
and emailing it to census@

somervillema.gov, by dropping 
it off in a census box at City 
Hall (93 Highland Ave.), or by 
faxing it to 617-625-5643. Con-
tact 311 at 617-666-3311 with 
any questions.
Persons with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and services 
for effective communication 
(i.e., CART, ASL), written 

materials in alternative formats, 
or reasonable modifications 
in policies and procedures in 
order to access the programs, 
activities, and meetings of 
the City of Somerville should 
please contact Adrienne Pome-
roy in advance at 617-625-6600 
x 2059 or apomeroy@somervil-
lema.gov.

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Billy there are seven rail 
tanker cars of Hydrochlo-
ric Acid parked adjacent 
to Sullivan Square T sta-
tion about 20 feet from the 
nearest houses.

Here is a picture of one 
of them. You might want 
to get more pictures and 
maybe run a story as there 
are no locomotives attach-
es to these cars and they 
should have never been 
parked in a residential 
area with such a danger-
ous cargo. They have been 
there since Friday when 
I noticed them from the 
train when I was heading 
home. Call me if you have 
any questions. I don’t want 
Somerville becoming an-
other East Palestine Ohio 
environmental disaster 
area.

Peter Blaikie

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE:
POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARD IN SULLIVAN SQUARE

RETURN YOUR COMPLETED 2023 CITY OF SOMERVILLE CENSUS FORM
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Trees in City parks to undergo 
proactive maintenance and 
comprehensive health assess-

ments; park closures required 
during maintenance
The City of Somerville’s annual 
Parks Tree Health Program 
is set to begin this month to 
promote healthy tree growth 
and help preserve Somerville’s 
urban forest. Now in its fourth 
year, the Parks Tree Health Pro-
gram is designed to go beyond 
routine maintenance. Led by 
the Public Space and Urban 
Forestry Division, the program 
involves a comprehensive 

health assessment of parks trees 
by a certified arborist, proactive 
maintenance work, and devel-
opment of long-term mainte-
nance recommendations. This 
spring, 232 trees throughout 
seven parks will be assessed 
and maintained through the 
program.

Parks will close to the public on 
days when tree maintenance is 
taking place. This year’s sched-
ule is as follows:

Parks Tree Health Program 
Work Schedule – Park Closures 
Required
Glen Park / Capuano Field: 
February 21, 22, 23 & April 18 
(school vacation weeks)
Grimmons Park: February 24 & 
April 19
Kenney Park: March 6, 7
Morse-Kelly Playground: 
March 8
Dickerman Playground: March 
9 & April 17

Stone Place Park: March 13
City Hall Concourse / 1895 
Building: April 17, 18, 19 
(school vacation week)
For more information on the 
program, including a descrip-
tion of what assessment/
maintenance activities are 
included and previous years’ 
reports, visit somervillema.gov/
treehealth.

SOMERVILLE’S PARKS TREE HEALTH PROGRAM GETS UNDERWAY THIS SPRING

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 7AM-9AM 
(DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

Use the Sand for Better Traction on Icy Surfaces This Winter
A blue barrel filled with sand is situated on the roadside of a sidewalk

Have you seen blue sand barrels around your neighborhood? The 
City of Somerville Department of Public Works has distributed sand 

citywide for residential use.

Sand increases traction on icy surfaces and, since it is less corro-
sive than salt-based ice melt, helps maintain the conditions of our 

sidewalks and other infrastructure. For our full Winter Guide, visit 
somervillema.gov/snow.

THOSE BLUE SAND BARRELS ARE 
FOR YOU:

The City of Somerville 
Biosafety Committee seeks 
two new members, and all 
Somerville residents are in-
vited to apply. One vacancy 
is for an academic expert, 
and one is open to any quali-
fied community member.

The Biosafety Committee 
works to protect the health, 
safety, and general welfare 
of Somerville residents. 
The Committee promotes 
the development of a clean 
and pollution-free industry 
through the regulation of the 
research and use of recom-
binant deoxyribonucleic 
acid (“rDNA”) and biologi-
cal agents. The Committee 
reviews permit applications 
from institutions researching 
and developing rDNA and 
biological agents, approves 
health and safety processes, 
and makes recommenda-
tions for internal policy and 

procedures.
Committee members will be 
appointed by the Mayor and 
approved by the City Coun-
cil. The Committee typically 
meets monthly for two to 
four hours. Members will 
serve three-year terms in a 
volunteer capacity.

Applications are due Thurs-
day, March 23. To apply, 
please submit a summary of 
your interest in biotechnol-
ogy, meeting availability, 
and previous experience by 
email to Colin Zeigler at 
czeigler@somervillema.gov 
or by mail to: Attn: Colin 

Zeigler, Inspectional Ser-
vices Department, 1 Franey 
Rd., Somerville, MA 02145. 
Please contact Colin at the 
above email or 781-808-8499 
with questions.

The City of Somerville does 
not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, religion, age, 
national origin, disability, or 
any other protected category. 
Auxiliary aids and services, 
written materials in alterna-
tive formats, and reasonable 
modifications in policies and 
procedures will be provided 
to qualified applicants and 
employees with disabilities 

free of charge, upon request.

Persons with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and ser-
vices for effective commu-
nication (i.e., CART, ASL), 
written materials in alterna-
tive formats, or reasonable 
modifications in policies 
and procedures in order to 
access the programs, activi-
ties, and meetings of the City 
of Somerville should please 
contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
in advance at 617-625-6600 
x 2059 or apomeroy@somer-
villema.gov.

SOMERVILLE BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE SEEKS TWO MEMBERS
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$368 MILLION SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET (S 23)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would set up a pro-
gram for the Education De-
partment to provide grants 
to schools to encourage 
and incentivize the schools 
to purchase zero-emission 

school buses. The program 
would pay for the differ-
ence between the cost of a 
zero-emissions vehicle and a 
diesel-powered one.

“If we’re serious about 
environmental justice and 

achieving our state’s climate 
action goals in 2030 and 
2050, then we must pursue 
every possible avenue to 
reduce carbon emissions and 
air pollution in our com-
munities,” said sponsor Sen. 
Becca Rausch (D-Needham). 

“Switching to zero-emission 
buses would cut those emis-
sions by up to 35 percent 
annually, improving not only 
our environmental health 
but human health as well. 
Diesel fumes inhaled by our 
children are associated with 

asthma, heart disease and 
lung disease. This is a public 
health issue as much as it is a 
climate issue.”

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 40-0, approved a $368 
million fiscal 2023 supplemental 
budget. The House has already 
approved its own version of a $363 
million package. A House-Senate 
conference committee will work 
out a compromise package.

Provisions include $7 million for 
coordinated wraparound ser-
vices for incoming immigrants 
and refugees; $2 million for the 
reimbursement of SNAP benefits 
for victims of benefit theft; $1.25 

million for Family and Adolescent 
Health Services; $44.9 for million 
Emergency Assistance Family 
Shelters and Services; $65 million 
for the School Breakfast Program; 
$7 million to address the needs 
of newly arrived immigrants 
and refugees; and $1 million for 
a public awareness campaign to 
educate providers and the public 
about crisis pregnancy centers and 
pregnancy resource centers and the 
centers’ lack of medical services. A 
total of $250,000 of the $1 million 
would be earmarked for Reproduc-
tive Equity Now’s free abortion-

related legal hotline.

The package also extends some 
pandemic-era programs, set to 
expire, including allowing public 
corporations and nonprofits to 
hold meetings by means of remote 
communication; extending the 
power of municipalities to allow 
outdoor dining services; and ex-
tending the ability of public bodies 
to allow remote participation by 
members in public meetings.

“This supplemental budget ensures 
that our commonwealth continues 

to support the most vulnerable 
among us while also building on 
the lessons we learned during the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Senate 
President Karen Spilka (D-Ash-
land). “I’m proud to say that this 
body has proven once again that it 
has the courage to chart a course 
that leaves no place or person in 
the commonwealth behind. As I 
have said since the start of the pan-
demic, we must go ‘back to better,’ 
not ‘back to normal.’”

“As we continue to emerge from 
the pandemic, the Legislature 

has taken the necessary steps to 
keep the economy of the com-
monwealth on a firm footing,” said 
Senate Ways and Means Com-
mittee chair Sen. Mike Rodrigues 
(D-Westport). “The passage of this 
supplemental budget today utilizes 
robust tax revenues to its fullest 
effect, making substantial invest-
ments in economic development, 
housing, education and the social 
service safety net.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the budget.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

GRANTS TO SCHOOLS FOR ZERO-EMISSION SCHOOL BUSES (SD 2269)

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

CHARGING ELECTRIC VEHICLE (SD 1165)
By Bob Katzen

This bill would direct the 
Department of Public 
Utilities to offer a rebate for 
consumers who choose to 

charge electric vehicles at 
off-peak hours when fewer 
people are likely to do so.

“We need to do more than 
just provide people the op-

tion of switching to more 
environmentally[-friendly] 
energy alternatives,” said 
sponsor Sen. John Keenan 
(D-Quincy). “We need to 
make sure those alterna-

tives have a direct, positive 
impact on people’s lives. This 
rebate program will make 
sure we’re not just helping 
the planet. We’re also helping 
the consumer while reliev-

ing undue stresses on our 
electrical infrastructure.”

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE (SD 2057)
By Bob Katzen

This bill would require that 
American Sign Language (ASL) 
is taught in all Bay State public 
elementary and secondary 
schools to increase interac-

tions between hearing persons 
and deaf and hard-of-hearing 
persons, as well as children 
with autism. Current law allows 
but does not require schools to 
teach ASL.

“I sponsored the legislation 
to promote greater equity and 
inclusion in our public school 
systems,” said Sen. Jake Oilveira 
(D-Ludlow). “In recent years, 
it has become apparent that 
instruction in American Sign 

Language provides children 
with autism with increased 
opportunities for education 
and development. It is visually 
based, unaided and provides a 
mode of quick communication. 
American Sign Language is a 

language our students should 
get the opportunity to learn in 
our public school system, and it 
supports inclusion and involve-
ment for all students.”
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS
Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 

delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up 
to date with the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 

provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, 

or sampling one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street 
Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148

The Somerville Housing Au-
thority, the Awarding Author-
ity, invites sealed bids from 
contractors
for the SHA Job No. 2301: 
(AMP-1) Mystic View Apart-
ments Asphalt Shingle Roof
Replacement Phase 3, for the 
Somerville Housing Authority 
in Somerville MA, in accor-
dance
with the documents prepared 
by EHA Design, Inc.
The Project consists of, but is 
not limited to:
Furnish all labor, materials, 
equipment, and supervision 
necessary for the complete

replacement of the shingle roof-
ing at (AMP-1) Mystic View 
Apartments Asphalt Shingle 
Roof
Replacement, located on 40-
50-60 River Road and 70-80-90 
River Road, Somerville, MA
02145.
The work is estimated to cost: 
$430,000.00.
All bidding “Requests For 
Information” (RFI’s) shall be 
forwarded to Peterd@ehade-
sign.com
by March 30, 2023 for general 
bids.
Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.149. &amp; to minimum 
wage rates as required by 
M.G.L. c.149 §§26
to 27H inclusive and federal 
wage rates established by the 
Davis Bacon Wage Act and the
Secretary of Labor, under the 

Provisions of the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, as amended.
The higher of the two rates shall 
be paid. The project is subject 
to Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and Section 3 of the 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1968.
THIS PROJECT IS BEING 
ELECTRONICALLY BID AND 
HARD COPY BIDS WILL 
NOT BE
ACCEPTED. Please review the 
instructions in the bid docu-
ments on how to register as an
online bidder. All bids shall 
be submitted online at www.
biddocsonline.com, by the date 
and
time specified.
General Bidders must be certi-
fied by the Division of Capital 
Asset Management and
Maintenance (DCAMM) for 

the category of Roofing, and 
general bids must be
accompanied by a DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility, and 
Update Statement.
General Bids will be received 
electronically at www.biddoc-
sonline.com until 2:00 p.m., on
Thursday, April 6, 2023, and 
publicly opened online, forth-
with.
General bids shall be accompa-
nied by a bid deposit that is not 
less than five percent (5%) of
the greatest possible bid 
amount (including all alter-
nates), and made payable to the
Somerville Housing Authority. 
A one hundred percent (100%) 
Payment Bond will also be
required.
Bid Forms and Contract 
Documents will be available for 
review at www.biddocsonline.

com
(may be viewed and download-
ed electronically at no cost) or 
at Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 433
Main Street, Hudson, MA 
01749 (978-568-1167).
A pre-bid conference / site visit 
will be held at the rear Modern-
ization Office of the
SOMERVILLE HOUSING AU-
THORITY, 30 Memorial Road, 
Somerville, Massachusetts
02145, on Thursday, March 29, 
2023 at 1:00pm. It is strongly 
recommended that prospective
bidders attend.

Somerville News Weekly 
03/14/23, 03/21/23

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS
(781)729-1040     34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC   SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist Somerville (617)629-9300
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

PREMIERE ON BROADWAY SOMERVILLE’S #1 HOTSPOT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


