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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

Continued to page 13

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

ORDER YOUR BOX OF DORI‘S 
SWEETS VALENTINES 

CHOCOLATE COVERED GIFT 
BOXES TODAY!

Continued to page 6

SOMERVILLE CAN DO MUCH BETTER COMBATTING 
THE RODENT CRISIS IN OUR CITY, INSTEAD THEY 
DROPPED THE BALL AND TURNED A BLIND EYE

58 SWAN STREET
 MEDFORD FIRE

Continued to page 5
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH 

REAL ESTATE

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com       Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com  
(617)818-5736                                        (617)610-5382

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

MEDFORD LOCONTE RINK 
FEBRUARY 21 FROM 11AM-NOON



        4                     Tuesday  February 7th, 2023  The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH BYRNE FOR WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED FOR THE 
HIGHEST SALES IN BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER!

Deborah Byrne
Relocation Director, Government Certified
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty 
Cell: (617) 201- 4730
Website: http://www.debbyrne.com

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING SUZANNE LIPSKY

SUZANNE’S OBITUARY

Suzanne (Hennessy) Lipsky, 
of Somerville, passed away 

peacefully at home on January 
29, 2023 following a courageous 
and valiant fight against Pan-
creatic Cancer, she was 74.

Born in New York City, she 
was the cherished daughter 
of the late Madeline (Larkin) 
and John William Hennessy. 
Raised and educated in New 
York, she received her master’s 
degree from Hofstra University. 
She began her teaching career 
in New York where she taught 
English for nine years and then 
relocated to Massachusetts, 
where she worked for Lexing-
ton Public Schools and met her 
husband, Paul. She explored 
other professional opportuni-

ties and at one point took a job 
as a technical writer for the 
Digital Equipment Corpora-
tion. However she returned to 
teaching English, once again as 
she realized that was her pas-
sion. As a wonderful teacher, 
she was beloved by the students 
and staff, and made a lasting 
impact after many years of 
dedicated service.
Following her retirement, 
she remained active in taking 
classes and course work in vari-
ous subjects. A lover of books 
and equally passionate about 
writing, she was a member of 
several writing groups, notably 
the Grub Street Writers Col-
laborative. Her passion for writ-

ing was matched as a devoted 
sports fan for the New England 
teams. Suzanne will be remem-
bered for her love of travel, her 
strong political opinions, her 
beautiful smile, but above all 
for her love of family.
The beloved wife of 36 years to 
Paul Lipsky of Somerville, she 
was the cherished daughter of 
the late Madeline (Larkin) and 
John W. Hennessy. Dear sister 
of Joanne Hennessy and her 
late husband Henry Riemer of 
Westwood and the late John 
William Hennessy. Sister-in-law 
of the late Ellen Lipsky Burt 
and Gerald Burt. Loving Aunt 
of Erin and Morgan Hennessy 
and sister-in-law Mary Hen-

nessy.
A Funeral Mass will be cel-
ebrated for Suzanne in St. Ra-
phael Church, 512 High Street, 
Medford on Tuesday, February 
7th at 12:30 PM. Relatives and 
friends invited to attend. Burial 
will follow at Mount Auburn 
Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations in 
her memory can be made to 
the American Cancer Society at 
http://www.cancer.org, the Pan-
creatic Cancer Action Network 
at http://www.pancan.org or to 
the Lustgarten Foundation at 
http://www.lustgarten.org all in 
support of Pancreatic Cancer 
research.

Maureen T. (Upton) 
Doherty, a longtime resi-
dent of both Hampton, New 
Hampshire and Deerfield, 
Florida and formerly of 
Charlestown, entered into 
eternal life on Thursday, 
February 2, 2023 at Pilgrim 
Rehabilitation Nursing Cen-

ter in Peabody. She was 76 
years of age.

Maureen was born in Boston 
on June 8, 1946, a daughter 
of the late Joseph Upton 
and Emily (Herring) Upton. 
She grew up in Charlestown 
where she was educated at 
St. Mary’s Parochial School 
and graduated from Charles-
town High School. Maureen 
was a hairdresser for several 
years and owned Jack & Jill 
Hair Salon on Broadway in 
Arlington. While being a 
resident at Hampton Beach, 
she worked at Steve’s Italian 
Sausage on the boulevard 
and could always be heard 
waiting on the customers 

at the window. During her 
spare time, Maureen enjoyed 
traveling and the beach at 
Hampton and Deerfield with 
a nice glass of wine. Most of 
all, Maureen cherished her 
time with her children and 
grandchildren.

Maureen is the devoted 
mother of Maureen “Sissy” 
Doherty and her partner 
Louis Mauro and Timothy 
P. Doherty. She is the loving 
Nana to Tayla Doherty, Sean 
Doherty and his husband 
Kyle, Kevin Doherty and 
his wife Amber and her 
great-granddaughter Sum-
mer Rose. She is the loving 
partner of 40 years of the 

late Jim Sullivan. She is the 
beloved sister of Blanche 
Demling, Ruth Capraro 
and the late Emily Lorino, 
Margie Fitzpatrick, Boston 
Firefighter Melvin “Mel” Up-
ton, Herbert Upton, Joseph 
Upton, Charles Upton and 
Jocko Upton. She is the for-
mer wife of retired Somer-
ville Police Officer Bernard 
Doherty. She is also survived 
by her many loving nieces 
and nephews.

Relatives and friends are 
invited to attend Maureen’s 
Funeral on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7, 2023 at 9 A.M. from 
The Carr Funeral Home, 220 
Bunker Hill St. Charlestown 

followed by her Funeral 
Mass in St. Francis De Sales 
Church, 313 Bunker Hill 
St. Charlestown at 10 A.M. 
Her burial will be private. 
Her visiting hours will be 
on Monday, February 6, 
2023 from 4 to 7 P.M. in the 
funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, kindly 
make a memorial donation 
in Maureen’s name to The 
American Cancer Society, 
P>O> Box 1120, Framing-
ham, Mass. 01701

Della Peruta, Maria (Byron) — of 
Somerville, passed away after a 
long illness, on February 4, 2023.

Cherished daughter of the late 

Maria and Tancredi Byron. 
Beloved wife of 65 years to 
the late Luigi Della Peruta. 
Devoted mother of Domi-
nic Della Peruta and Joseph 
Della Peruta. Caring sister 
of Catherine Salinas and her 
husband John Quigley and 
the late Alan Salinas, the late 
Alexander Byron and his 
late wife Kay, the late Bruno 
Bryon, the late Vincenzo 
Bryon and his late wife Ethel. 
Dear sister-in-law of the 

late Giuseppe Della Pe-
ruta and his late wife Maria 
Teresa, and the late Angelo 
Della Peruta and his late wife 
Maria. Devoted daughter-
in-law of the late Domenico 
and Finella Della Peruta. 
Also survived by many lov-
ing nieces, nephews, grand 
nieces, grand nephews 
and cousins. Relatives and 
friends are respectfully in-
vited to visit with the family 
at the Dello Russo Funeral 

Home, 306 Main St., MED-
FORD, Thursday, February 
9th at 9 AM followed by a 
funeral mass celebrated in St. 
Catherine Of Genoa Church, 
179 Summer St., Somer-
ville, at 10 AM. Relatives 
and friends are respectfully 
invited to attend. Visiting 
hours Wednesday from 4 to 
8 PM. Services will conclude 
with burial at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may 

be sent in Maria’s name to St. 
Francis Chapel Boston. Any 
masses offered for Maria and 
Luigi Della Peruta would 
also greatly be appreciated. 
To leave a message of condo-
lence please visit http://www.
dellorusso.net

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING MAUREEN T. (UPTON) DOHERTY

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING MARIA DELLA PERUTA
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

WE HAVE TO SOLVE SERIOUS PROBLEMS AND BRING BACK COMMON SENSE 
AND SECURITY TO THE RESIDENTS OF SOMERVILLE

Please get ready because I’m 
may soon be going to ask all 
Somerville residents to tell 
all their friends and relatives 
in Somerville to vote for 
me for mayor of Somerville 
during the next election this 
coming year.

We have to solve this serious 
problem of bringing com-
mon sense and security back 
to the residents of Somerville 
now while we can control 
it before it gets out of hand 
forever! We need to collabo-
rate and file a plan that will 
work for all! We need more 

protection against violence 
and crime! We need seri-
ous infrastructure and road 
repairs immediately!
We need more affordable 
housing? We will fully sup-
port biking and bus lanes 
and make it work for ev-
erybody! We need our arts 
society to survive and thrive! 
We will protect our parking, 
we need to get together and 
collaborate together, we need 
help to preserve social 
guidance and social equal-
ity, we need to make a 
Somerville a drug free city, 
we need to support our 
seniors, we need to get rid of 

our violent gangs within the 
city, we need to end political 
corruption, we need serious 
oversight on spending and 
overtime abuse! We will rec-
ognize all gender status and 
rights! we need to help our 
seniors, we need affordable 
housing, we need guidance 
on rodent control, we need 
our streets repaired, we need 
to support our veterans, 
we need to help our home-
less and our mentally ill, we 
need a controlled budget, 
we have to help our busi-
ness community to sur-
vive and prosper, we need 
honesty and accountability! 

We need a lot of work done 
with compassion in a short 
time so there’s no room for 
speculation! We need a solid 
plan for the future to benefit 
all Somerville residents so 
please spread the word and 
tell everyone you know in 
Somerville to support the 
Billy Tauro campaign for 
Mayor of Somerville because 
I have a plan to make it work 
for all! Let’s get out the word 
to help everybody I will be 
a mayor for everyone and 
I will not disappoint, I will 
help somerville survive and 
prosper!

SOMERVILLE CAN DO MUCH BETTER COMBATTING THE RODENT CRISIS IN OUR 
CITY, INSTEAD THEY DROPPED THE BALL AND TURNED A BLIND EYE

Continued from front page

By William Tauro

Here we are in 2023, two 
years later since the last 
Somerville election! Our 
rats have doubled in size 
and tripled in population. 
Our roads look like battle-
fields! Crimes have risen, 
doubled, tripled and now 
quadrupled. Our homeless 

are still out on the streets. 
Our mayor and all of our 
city councilors have all 
received pay raises, but we 
have traffic islands!

I’m sure after reading this 
they will all start their 
theatrical acting to hit 
the ground running bla, 
bla, bla, but where have 

they been for the past two 
years? Yeah we know it’s 
soon going to be elec-
tion time and all the BS 
will be flowing out of the 
their mouths like a stuck 
running toilet valve! Just 
please remember in No-
vember!

TWO YEARS OF NOTHING BEING ACCOMPLISHED IN SOMERVILLE

By William Tauro

I’ve been living at Assembly 
Row for close to over three 
years now and knock on wood, 
I haven’t ever seen a rat nor a 
mouse since I’ve been here. The 
reason why Assembly Row is 
so successful being rodent free 
is because the owners of the 
property spends the money and 

gets the job done.

Every day we’re hearing hor-
ror stories about rats running 
rampant across the city as some 
of them are even larger than 
cats and small dogs. Rodents 
are being found in our back-
yards, under our front porches, 
in our driveways and so on. 
The reason why is because the 
elected officials of Somerville 
aren’t doing a damn thing about 
it other than giving us all a song 
and dance.

Our elected officials should be 
ashamed of themselves because 
they have plenty of money 
for over-the-top unnecessary 
widening of our city sidewalks. 
They have plenty of money for 
rod iron railings throughout 
our squares. They have money 
for thousands of white poles 

that are dangerously congesting 
our intersections. They have 
plenty of money for dangerous, 
useless staggered, islands in the 
middle of our streets through-
out the city. They have plenty of 
money for festivals. They have 
plenty of money for their own 
pay raises and personal staff-
ing demands, but they are not 
spending a dime on our serious 
rodent problems that are caus-
ing the massive rat infestation 
in our city!

I myself have seven grandchil-
dren and I would be petrified 
for their safety even just sitting 
in the yard or driveway with 
fear of them getting bitten by 
a rat or stepping on a dead 
rodent. I am even afraid to 
leave their toys, lawn furniture 
or even a barbecue grille in the 
yard if I had to with fear of the 

health risks and diseases that 
these rats carry.

With all the new multi million 
dollar construction projects 
going on all across the city that 
is causing most of the rodents 
burroughs to be disturbed 
and rodents searching for 
other places to live throughout 
Somerville. Why aren’t we mak-
ing these developers pay their 
fair share on combating our 
rodent problems in Somer-
ville? Why aren’t we making 
it mandatory for our elected 
officials to demand developers 
to organize a fund to fight our 
rodent problem before they’re 
even ever allowed to put a 
shovel in the ground to begin 
their projects?

If our elected officials in Somer-
ville made our rodent problem 

a top priority and invest our 
taxpayer money wisely the 
problem would be solved!

It’s so sad that the rodent crisis 
got to this point and that our 
residents are suffering with 
rodents throughout the city 
causing a poor quality of life 
and a serious health hazard!

Make the calls to city hall and 
demand that our elected of-
ficials use their heads and tell 
them to think of the people of 
Somerville first! The technol-
ogy is out there to solve this 
rodent problem and again like I 
said just look at Assembly Row 
because it’s working for them!
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Music of Frank Sinatra 
Dinner Show with Amer-
ica’s Got Talent’s Joey 
Chiarenza
By Premiere on Broadway

Ticket includes 3 course 
dinner & Show!

$75.00 Per person

Date and time:
Tue, February 14, 2023, 
7:30 PM – 10:30 PM

Location:
Premiere Broadway 517 
Broadway Somerville, MA 
02145

reserve your seats!

MUSIC OF SINATRA VALENTINES DINNER SHOW @ PREMIERE ON BROADWAY FEB 14TH

58 SWAN STREET MEDFORD FIRE
Continued from front page

At approximately 4:20am, on 
Sunday, February 5, 2023, the 
Medford Emergency Commu-
nications Center received a call 
from a party located in Medford 
Square for the report of a fire in 
the area of Mystic Avenue.

The Medford Police Depart-
ment, along with the Medford 
Fire Department, subsequently 
located a working fire in a com-
mercial building at 58 Swan 

Street.
A second alarm was struck a 
short time after arrival and 
mutual aid from surroundings 
cities arrived to help fight the 
fire.

A party arrived on scene and 
informed officers that he had 
knowledge that an employee 
had been sleeping inside the 
business. Firefighters located 
the man inside a bathroom and 

began lifesaving measures. He 
was transported to Massachu-
setts General Hospital and later 
succumbed to his injuries. The 
Office of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer is working to determine 
the cause of the man’s death and 
make a positive identification.
The cause of the fire is still 
unknown at this time.

This incident is being investi-
gated by the Medford Police 

Department, Medford Fire 
Department, Massachusetts 
State Police, Middlesex District 
Attorney’s Office, and the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office.

PROSPECT HILL ACADEMY ONE OF ONLY FOUR SCHOOLS IN THE STATE 
TO RECEIVE AP COMPUTER SCIENCE FEMALE DIVERSITY AWARD

Prospect Hill Academy (PHA) 
has earned the 2022 College 
Board AP® Computer Sci-
ence Female Diversity Award, 
for both Computer Science A 
(CSA) and Computer Science 
Principles (CSP).

PHA is one of only 61 schools 
in the entire country and four 
in Massachusetts to receive the 
award for both AP CSA and AP 

CSP.

This represents the fifth year 
in a row (and all years that the 
award has been given out) that 
PHA has been recognized for 
achieving high female represen-
tation and closing the gender 
gap in AP Computer Science.

About Prospect Hill Academy
Prospect Hill Academy is a 

tuition-free, PreK to Grade 
12 college preparatory charter 
public school with campuses 
located in Somerville and 
Cambridge. As one of the 
top-rated charter schools in 
Massachusetts, each year over 
90% of graduates enroll in col-
lege. Learn more at http://www.
phacs.org
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121

Dear Billy T and Somerville/
Medford News Weekly Speakup 
Line,

Billy, F.Y.I. you probably read 
this an attended the meeting, 
but the crossing from Claren-
don Hill Twrs on Broadway 
over to Stop & Shop is treacher-
ous.

The city placed a dinky little 
stop sign in the street. Cars just 
come whizzing by and don’t 
pay attention to that dinky little 
sign, plus drivers can see clearly 
there’s a crosswalk. When I’m 
trying to cross and cars don’t 
stop…I like to give the drivers 
the middle finger.
Anyhow, the Clarendon Hill 
mbta Bus Terminal Pavement 
has yet to be completely redone. 
The “mayor, Brad and Judy are 
very adept at making empty 
promises. Thanking you for 

publishing my comments on 
this issue. I guess the “mayor, 
Brad and Judy don’t bother to 
read the newspaper. I consider 
the pot holes at the terminal, 
the dangerous crosswalk, etc…
removal of benches a form of 
elder abuse.

Sincerely,

Karen Glover

Change at Somerville intersec-
tion could be riskier for Stop & 
Shop crosswalk users, residents 
warn

By CambridgeDay.com

https://www.cambridgeday.
com/2023/02/02/change-at-
somerville-intersection-could-
be-riskier-for-stop-shop-cross-
walk-users-residents-warn/

GEORGE’S OBITUARY
Crotty, George P., Jr.- Of 
Medford, formerly of Somer-
ville, passed away on Saturday, 
February 4, 2023. He was 71 
years young.

Complete obit will be posted.
A Funeral Procession from the 
George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home 855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) on Thursday, Febru-

ary 9th at 10:30AM. Followed 
by a funeral mass celebrated in 
St. Raphael Church, 512 High 
St., Medford at 11:30AM.
Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Calling Hours will be held on 
Wednesday, February 8th from 
3:00PM to 7:00PM.
Interment is private.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING GEORGE P. CROTTY, JR.

Comcast License Renewal 
Public Hearing

Monday, February 13, 
2023, 6 p.m.

All interested persons are 
invited to a public hear-
ing on the draft proposal 
for the license renewal of 
Comcast Cable. The pro-
posal sets guidelines for 
operations, service provi-
sion, licensing fees, and 
in-kind and capital con-
tributions to the City via a 
federally regulated process 

for municipal issuance 
of local cable franchise 
licenses.

The City of Somerville, by 
the Mayor as the statutory 
Cable License Issuing Au-
thority, will hold the Cable 
License Renewal Public 
Hearing on Monday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
The hearing will be vir-
tual and can be accessed 
online via Zoom or by 

phone. The draft proposal 
is available for public 
inspection at the Office 
of the City Clerk at City 
Hall, 93 Highland Ave. or 
online at somervillema.
gov/2023licenserenewal.

How to Attend the Hear-
ing

Please note that this public 
hearing will be remote, via 
Zoom, and can be joined 

at the following link or by 
phone starting at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, February 13:

https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/84617801153?pwd=Y
m03Y2tXYklxdXRzcUNN
QjhEcHVUQ…

Meeting ID: 846 1780 
1153
Passcode: 323787

One tap mobile

SOMERVILLE COMCAST LICENSE RENEWAL PUBLIC HEARING 
MON, FEBRUARY 13, 2023, 6 P.M.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: 
CHANGE AT SOMERVILLE INTERSECTION COULD BE RISKIER FOR STOP & SHOP 

CROSSWALK USERS, RESIDENTS WARN CAMBRIDGEDAY.COM DESCRIBES
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito 
Breanna L. Rolland
Amy L. Connors
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

Deborah Byrne, Government Certified Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty

What’s Your Home Worth? Get three automated Estimates – Instantly.

Call me for a no cost appraisal of your property! Ask me about our 2.5% commision savings 
program!

Accolades include: Top 4% Sales Nationwide, Chairmans Circle, Presidents Circle, Relocation 
Director, Notary Public Realtor®, CRS, CBR, CDPE, LMC, Energy Star Certification, Foreclosures 
MASS Certification, AHWD, CSP , SRES and RECS Top Producer in Massachusetts Awards

DEBORAH BYRNE, GOVERNMENT CERTIFIED BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY (617)201-4730

KATHLEEN’S OBITU-
ARY

Sullivan, Kathleen M. 

(Grassia) of Somerville, 
February 4th, 2023.

Beloved wife of John. L 
Sullivan. Devoted mother 
of Jenelle Pantanella and 
her husband David of 
Stoneham and the late 
Jacklyn Elizabeth. Daugh-
ter of the late Silvio and 
Mary Grassia. Loving 
grandmother of Alexis, 
Harper and Chelsea. Sister 
of Michael Grassia and 
his wife Tricia and the late 

Robert Grassia and his 
wife Karen, the late Mary 
Magliozzi and husband 
Paul. Cherished daughter 
in law of Patricia Sullivan. 
Sister-in-law to Colleen 
Madden and her husband 
Sean, Michael Sullivan, 
Dico Sullivan and his wife 
Tammi. Godmother to Sa-
vannah Brosnahan. Kathy 
loved all the children she 
encountered as and ESP 
in Somerville and her 
collogues. Kathy is also 

survived by several nieces, 
nephews, cousins and ex-
tended family members.
A Funeral Procession will 
be held from the George 
L. Doherty Funeral Home 
855 Broadway (Powder 
House Sq.) Somerville, 
on Friday, February 10th 
at 9:00AM. Followed by a 
funeral mass celebrated in 
St. Catherine Church 179 
Summer St. at 10:00AM.
Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-

tend.
Calling Hours will be held 
on Thursday, February 9th 
from 3:00PM to 7:00PM.
Services will conclude 
with Kathleen being laid 
to rest at Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Malden.

GEORGETTE’S OBITU-
ARY

Georgette Sajous Alex-
andre, of Medford and 
formerly of Arlington, 
passed away peacefully at 
home surrounded by her 
large and devoted family, 
she was 91.

Born and raised in Go-
naives, Haiti she was one 
of 10 children born to 
Soarine (Avril) and Henry 
Sajous. She was the be-
loved wife of the late Louis 
Berel Alexandre.
Condolences to her chil-
dren:
Norma Alexandre

Joseph Havens Alexandre 
& family
Victor Donald Alexandre 
& family
Anne-Marie Yolette Alex-
andre & family
Anne-Marie Mona Alex-
andre Jeune & family
Judith Marie-Yves Alexan-
dre & family
Yves Georel Alexandre & 
family
Marjorie Marie Alexan-
dre-Elysee & family

To her grand children:
Marie-Line, Thierry, 
Malcolm, Jean-Paul, 
Jean-Luc, Jennifer, Naika, 
Steven, Gaelle, Friedrich, 

Stevenson, Wick, Gregory, 
Ferald, Abigaelle
To her great grand chil-
dren: Christelle, Christo-
pher, Nally, kirachie, Eva, 
Logan, Lucas

To the Alexandre, Sajous, 
Fatima, Jeune, Pierre, 
Noel, Menager, Elysee, 
Laroche and to all other 
families and friends af-
fected by this loss.
Visitation will be held in 
the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home, 855 
Broadway (Powder House 
Sq.) Somerville on Friday, 
February 3, 2023 from 
4:00pm- 7:00PM. Rela-

tives and friends invited to 
attend.
Funeral Services will be 
held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 4, 2023 with viewing 
beginning at 8:30AM in 
the Holy Bible Baptist 
Church, 64 College Ave, 
Somerville and Service to 
begin at 9AM. Additional 
parking for the services 
will be available at the 
funeral home.
Burial will follow at 
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, 
Arlington.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING GEORGETTE SAJOUS ALEXANDRE

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING KATHLEEN M. SULLIVAN

LEONARD’S OBITUARY
U.S. Veteran

Leonard S. Mortell, of the 
Chelsea Soldiers Home 
and formerly of Malden, 

passed away on January 
28, 2024, he was 84.

A Complete Obituary will 
be posted.

A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated in St. Raphael 
Church, 512 High Street, 
Medford on Saturday, 
February 11, 2023 at 
11:00AM. Relatives and 

friends invited to attend.

Burial will be held pri-
vately at a later date.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING LEONARD S. MORTELL
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BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

except 11/26, 12/24, & 
12/31
9:30 am – 1:30 pm • 
191 Highland Ave
Brought to you by The 
Center for Arts at the 
Armory

Follow us on Face-
book & Instagram

SOMERVILLE WINTER FARMERS MARKET EVERY SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5-APRIL 8

ADVANCE TIRE & AUTO REPAIR IS HIRING

Are you a hard worker who is willing 
to learn?

Are you not making the money you de-

serve despite putting in the long hours?

Are you committed to solving problems 
once they come your way?

Then we may have the perfect opportu-
nity for you.

Advance Tire & Auto Repair is Hiring.

This Auto Repair Shop in the heart of 
Cambridge has been in business over 
100 years now. We are a full service 
7 lift, 7,000 sqft state of the art repair 
shop. We do everything from brakes, 
tires, Tune ups & oil changes. And 
we work on some of the coolest latest 
model cars

We are looking for someone who 
doesn’t shy away from a challenge, and 

is looking to be rewarded for stepping 
up.

If you are looking for career advance-
ment & a place to do good work every-
day that makes a difference in the lives 
of our customers, look no further.

We are looking to add 1 A Level Tech-
nician & 1 Entry level tech to our team 
right away.

Pay is based on experience.

But we will invest in the right person if 
we see an opportunity.

Some of our top techs started out 
changing tires with us and rapidly 
moved up the ladder. Others have been 
with us 20+ years & will retire here.

So if you are up for the challenge, This 
is the place to grow into the technician 
you were born to be.

Why even consider making a move if 
nothing changes.

So if you are seriously considering a 
change, we believe this would be the 
perfect place to start your journey.

Click the link to fill out our application. 
It takes about three minutes. And after 
reviewing your resume, I will reach out 
to you within the next day to get you 
lined up with the hiring manager.

https://bit.ly/AdvanceTire

Thank you for your consideration
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Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real 
Es-

tate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News Weekly 
Speakup Line,

Somerville Alert #2…Clar-
endon Hill Twrs. Bus Riders 
and All Bus Riders in the area: 
Please be extra cautious walk-
ing in the Clarendon Hill Twrs.

MBTA bus terminal! Potholes, 
cracks, etc. invisible due to 
being covered with snow. 
Due to the the apathy of Judy 
Peneda Neufeld, Vice Chair of 
City Council…it’s been 6 1/2 
months since she approached 
me to speak about the urgent 
necessity to fix the terminal. 
Brad offered the terminal 

would have extra lighting…
that was around 5 months 
ago!#cityofficials
stopphoney
baloneybulls–t
doyourjobs

Sincerely,
Karen Glover

MEDFORD PROMOTES THREE FIREFIGHTERS TO LEADERSHIP ROLES

SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

Photo from Mayor Breanna Lungo-
Koehn‘s Facebook page

This past week Medford promoted 
three Medford Firefighters to leader-
ship roles at the Fire Department.

Congratulations to Lieutenant Samuel 
McLain, Captain Michael Halloran and 
Deputy Chief Frank Giliberti III

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE:
SOMERVILLE CITY COUNCILORS PLEASE DO YOUR JOBS, 

MBTA BUS TERMINAL! POTHOLES, CRACKS, ETC.
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NOW OFFERING LICENSE TO CARRY CLASSES 
COURSE 

COMPLETED IN ONE DAY FOR SIGN-UP AND DATES 
CALL:617-257-2383 OR 617-776-0765

RETIRED SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER FIREARMS 
INSTRUCTOR JOHN MONTE

Medford Sons of Italy  
42 Alfred StreetMedford/Somerville line.

Sports Bar, Keno  Darts, Corn Hole and Billiard tables. 

Accepting new and old memberships.
Phone 781-874-9577

Email:Medford Soi@gmail.com

MEDFORD SONS OF ITALY 
NOW OPEN!

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

ORDER YOUR BOX OF DORI‘S SWEETS 
VALENTINES CHOCOLATE COVERED GIFT BOXES TODAY!

Gourmet Chocolate Covered Strawberry Boxes (Each box is designed to fit your special occasion.)
12 count Gift Boxes $24.99 & 24 count Gift Boxes $44.99

Edible glitter dusting in your choice of color: Gold, Silver, Turquoise, Violet,
Teal, Yellow, Dark Green, Pink, Rose Gold, and Pearl White

To place orders, contact Dori @ (978)-398-5502
(Delivery Available)

Chocolate Dipping’s: Milk chocolate, White chocolate
Toppings:Chocolate drizzle, Carmel drizzle, Cream Cheese drizzle, Marshmallow drizzle, Sprinkles, Graham cracker, Chocolate chip

Attention customers with food allergies. Please be aware that our food may contain or come into contact with common allergens, such as dairy, eggs, wheat, soybeans, tree nuts, peanuts, fish, shellfish or wheat. 
Someone who is severely allergic to peanuts or tree nuts may have a reaction to plain chocolate made in the same facility as chocolate that contains these ingredients.
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

HELP WANTED CUSTODIAL/ HANDYMAN
Looking for full or part 

time help Custodial/ 
Handyman McCarthy Self 
Storage Medford contact 

Maria (781)396-7724

Deadline to Apply is February 
24

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and the 
City’s Department of Racial 
and Social Justice (RSJ) today 
invite Somerville residents and 
workers to apply to fill three 
open community seats on the 
Public Safety for All Task Force. 
Task force members will review 
feedback from thousands of 

community members, as well 
as expert testimonials and 
independent data to craft public 
safety policy recommendations 
for the City of Somerville. Ap-
plications are available starting 
Monday, January 30, at 8 a.m. 
and must be received by Friday, 
February 24, at 7 p.m.

Along with these three commu-
nity seats, the 13-member task 
force will consist of commu-
nity advocates, subject matter 
experts, and City officials. All 
community member applicants 
must live or work in Somerville 
and must be at least 17 years of 
age.

Public Safety for All Task Force 
members will be compensated 
for their time. Members will be 

expected to attend meetings up 
to five hours per week over a 
period of no longer than eight 
months. The meetings will be 
hosted both virtually and in 
person with a hybrid option. 
Task Force members should 
also be prepared to attend 
potential additional meetings 
for subcommittees and inde-
pendent work. The City will 
provide access and/or training 
for any community members 
who are interested in partici-
pating but are concerned that 
virtual meetings may create an 
access barrier.

In addition to drafting emer-
gency response recommenda-
tions, Task Force members will 
also evaluate other public safety 
concerns in Somerville and 

recommend policies that help 
combat systemic racism and 
institutional barriers as they 
relate to public safety.

How to Apply: Deadline Friday, 
February 24
The Public Safety for All Task 
Force application will be avail-
able online starting Monday, 
January 30, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. 
on the City website at somer-
villema.gov, the RSJ website 
at somervillema.gov/RSJ, and 
will be shared via City and 
RSJ social media feeds. Com-
munity members can also pick 
up printed applications at the 
Somerville City Hall front desk 
or by calling the RSJ Depart-
ment at 781-808-8344.

Applications are due by 7 p.m. 

on Friday, February 24, 2023. 
Applicants can fill out the on-
line form, email their responses 
to rsj@somervillema.gov, or 
hand-deliver or mail them to 
Somerville City Hall, Attn: RSJ 
Department, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143.

As part of RSJ’s ongoing initia-
tives, community members are 
encouraged to take the Public 
Safety for All Survey – a core 
component of the community 
feedback that the Public Safety 
for All Task Force will review 
and consider when making 
policy recommendations to the 
City.

RSJ is reachable for questions 
or more information at rsj@
somervillema.gov.

MAYOR BALLANTYNE AND RSJ DEPARTMENT SEEKS COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY FOR ALL TASK FORCE
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847COCO FLOW 

STYLE BARBER 
SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

85A Broadway Somerville MA 02145

LOVING SOMERVILLE THAT MUCH!

We love Somerville and 
we are going to fight for 
what is right! We are for 
the people,
William “Billy” Tauro

Premiere on Broadway Hiring!
Email koryn.zammuto8@gmail.com

MULTIPLE TEEN SPACES OPEN IN SOMERVILLE FOR FALL & WINTER 2022

Scattered pieces from a scrabble 
game on top of the game board

Multiple teen spaces are open 
and operating through the 

Somerville Public Schools, 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
and the Somerville Public 
Libraries. They include:

Edgerly Education Center – 33 
Cross Street
Ages 12 to 18
Open weekdays 2:30 to 8 p.m.

Art Haus – Powderhouse Field 
House – 850 Broadway
Ages 12 to18
Space focused on serving the 
LGBTQ+ youth and allies
Theater Programming: Mon-
days & Fridays, 6 to 8 p.m.
Parks & Rec Programming: 
Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m.

While the Administration oper-

ates these temporary spaces, 
Design, Engineering and In-
novation Lab (DEILab) interns 
are at work to identify suitable 
spaces and programming for a 
future dedicated Teen Center.

“As a mother of a teenager my-
self, I know the importance of 
creating safe, engaging spaces 
for teens to relax, seek support, 

or just get some homework 
help,” said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne. “Our temporary teen 
spaces for fall and winter 2022, 
as well as our teen-internship 
led search for a permanent teen 
center, are important steps to 
learning how to shape a space 
that serves the diverse needs 
of teenagers navigating today’s 
world.”

By Bob Katzen

This bill would prevent a 
landlord from restricting a 
tenant’s right to install or use 
a portable air conditioner so 
long as the unit is properly 
installed and does not vio-
late building codes or state 
or federal law; violate the 

device manufacturer’s writ-
ten safety guideline; damage 
the premises; and does not 
require amperage to power 
the device that cannot be 
accommodated by the power 
service to the building.

The bill also directs the 
Department of Housing 

and Community Develop-
ment to analyze whether the 
state could apply for federal 
funding to provide cooling 
assistance for low-income 
households vulnerable to 
heat-related illness.

“Climate change is altering 
seasonal temperatures to a 

point where last summer 
we experienced one of the 
worst heat waves in recent 
memory,” said sponsor Sen. 
Mark Montigny (D-New 
Bedford). “At that time, too 
many residents struggling 
to keep up with basic cost of 
living expenses lacked access 
to proper cooling services, 

thereby threatening the 
wellbeing of senior citizens, 
residents with chronic health 
conditions, and many oth-
ers. This bill would diminish 
barriers currently prevent-
ing access to cooling ser-
vices and hopefully reduce 
preventable heat-related 
illnesses.”

AIR CONDITIONER USE (SD 2214)
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

JANET GHIOZZI LAER 
REALTY PARTNERS 

(978) 984- 2038

Buyers looking for their first, or next, home and sellers looking for the 
best outcome from their home sale can contact Janet L Ghiozzi 

at (978) 984-2038

OLD GLORY FLAGPOLE COMPANY

Now until in of year Christmas special 25’ flagpole complete with revolving 
truck 4” gold ball 4×6 American flag installed $1250 . Looking for that unique gift.

Legal Ad Notice
THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL

ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS
THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:

2023-1 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Parking” is amended with the addition of the
following locations: 37 Dartmouth St., 59 Preston Rd., 74 Elm St.
2023-2 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety Zones” is amended as follows: Fire Lane – Sewall St.,
running from the corner of Temple St. down both sides in an easterly direction for a distance of
20 ft.
2023-3 Article V Section 5-10 “Safety Zones” is amended as follows: Fire Lane – Lake St., on
the even side of the street running from the edge of the driveway at #40 extending 25 ft. in an
easterly direction, and on the odd side of the street running from the corner of Church St. for 20
ft. in an easterly direction.
2023-4 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Locations and Prohibitions” is amended as follows:
Approximately 15 parking spaces on the north side of Highland Ave, from opposite Putnam St to
the City Hall driveway, regulated as City Hall or School Permit Parking Only from 7AM to 9AM
Mon-Fri (amending 2021-78).
2023-5 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Locations and Prohibitions” is amended as follows:
Approximately 12 parking spaces on the north side of Highland Ave, between the entrance and
exit to the Somerville High School Driveway, regulated as City Hall or School Permit Parking
Only from 7AM to 9AM Mon-Fri (amending 2021-79).
2023-6 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Locations and Prohibitions” is amended as follows:
Approximately 7 parking spaces on the west side of Walnut St, between the Highland Ave and
Medford St (except for the existing loading zone), regulated as City Hall or School Permit
Parking Only from 7AM to 9AM Mon-Fri and otherwise as two hour parking except by permit
(amending 2021-80).
2023-7 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Locations and Prohibitions” is amended as follows:
Approximately 9 parking spaces on the east side of Walnut St, between the Highland Ave and
Medford St, regulated as City Hall or School Permit Parking Only from 7AM to 9AM Mon-Fri
and otherwise as two hour parking except by permit (amending 2021-81).
2023-8 Article V Section 5-5 “Parking Locations and Prohibitions” is amended as follows:
Approximately 9 parking spaces on the east side of School St, between Highland Ave and
opposite Madison St, regulated as City Hall or School Permit Parking Only from 7AM to 9AM
Mon-Fri and otherwise as two hour parking except by permit (amending 2021-82).

PROMULGATED: JANUARY 12, 2023
ADVERTISED: JANUARY 24, 2023
JANUARY 31, 2023

FEBRUARY 7, 2023
EFFECTIVE: FEBURARY 15, 2023
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 1/24/2023, 1/31/2023, 2/7/2023
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

APPLICATION DEADLINE EXTENDED: 
SOMERVILLE OPENS NEW FUNDING FOR LOCAL NONPROFITS

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

Update
The deadline for area nonprofits to 
apply for project funding has been 
extended from today, February 3, 
to Friday, February 17, 2023.

The funding will provide $10M 
in project support for 501(c)3 
nonprofits serving the Somerville 
community. Only applications 
supporting specific projects or 

programs, and requesting $50,000 
or more, will be accepted for fund-
ing consideration. Applications 
will be reviewed after the portal 
closes on February 17, 2023, and 
recipients are expected to receive 
notice of funding in spring 2023.

Interested nonprofits can re-
view the ARPA website for more 
information, including an ARPA 
application package to plan their 
projects: http://www.somervil-
lema.gov/arpa

Somerville Opens New Funding 
for Local Nonprofits
City Nonprofits Can Apply for 
Project Funding Starting Decem-
ber 5, 2022, Through February 3, 
2023

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne is announcing new 
City funding support for area 

nonprofits, leveraging funds from 
the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA). The online program por-
tal opens on December 5, 2022, 
and will accept applications until 
February 3, 2023.

“Somerville’s nonprofit organiza-
tions provide invaluable services 
and supports to the residents of 
our city but both the pandemic 
and ongoing need has increas-
ingly stretched their resources. 
This needed funding will help 
local providers to both continue 
and expand their programming,” 
said Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. “I 
am so happy to share that ARPA 
funding is proving another avenue 
of growth for our nonprofit com-
munity.”

The first round of funding will 
provide $10M in project support 
for 501(c)3 nonprofits serving 

the Somerville community. Only 
applications supporting specific 
projects or programs, and request-
ing $50,000 or more, will be ac-
cepted for funding consideration. 
Applications will be reviewed after 
the portal closes on February 3, 
2023, and recipients are expected 
to receive notice of funding in 
spring 2023.

Interested nonprofits can re-
view the ARPA website for more 
information, including an ARPA 
application package to plan their 
projects: http://www.somervil-
lema.gov/arpa

The City of Somerville has been 
allocated $77,504,170 from the 
federal American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) to aid in local pandemic 
recovery efforts. Informed by 
input from nearly 2,000 survey 
responses, dozens of focus groups, 

two public forums, and a 14-mem-
ber advisory committee, the 
City has been designating ARPA 
funds for a wide range of recovery 
purposes. To date, $47,600,000 of 
ARPA funding has been allocated 
to pandemic recovery efforts rang-
ing from direct aid for households 
to critical infrastructure invest-
ments. Of those allocations, over 
$6,800,000 has been granted to 
Somerville nonprofits to adminis-
ter emergency pandemic-related 
relief programs.

In line with the recommendations 
of the Mayor’s ARPA Advisory 
Committee, ARPA applicants must 
detail how their projects meet core 
values and funding priorities as 
noted in the applicant package. 
To learn more about the City’s 
current ARPA projects and fund-
ing parameters, visit http://www.
somervillema.gov/arpa.
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

SOMERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT WEEKLY CRIME UPDATES

Assault

23004224: On 1/24/23 at 
approximately 11:47 PM, 
Somerville Police re-
sponded to Grand Union 
Blvd for a panic alarm 

coming from a Lyft driver. 
Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with the victim 
who stated he picked up 
a female party at Grand 
Union Blvd and when she 
entered his car, she began 

kicking the back of his 
seat and grabbing at him. 
The suspect left prior to 
police arrival.

Residential Breaking & 
Entering

23004988: On 1/28/23 
at approximately 10:13 
PM, Somerville Police 
responded to a residence 
on Pearson Rd for report 
of an attempted break-
ing and entering. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with 
the reporting party who 
stated that while in his 

bedroom, he heard people 
talking inside the house. 
Shortly after, he observed 
damage to the front door 
and a knife blade on the 
floor. Nothing was report-
ed missing.

Commercial Breaking & 
Entering

23005355: On 1/31/23 
at approximately 8:00 
AM, Somerville Police 
responded to a business 
on College Ave for report 
of a past breaking and 
entering. Upon arrival, of-

ficers spoke with the shop 
owner who stated a TV, 
$300 cash and paper tow-
els and toilet paper were 
stolen. Surveillance foot-
age showed a male party 
wearing a tan jacket and a 
gray hoodie rummaging 
through the shop.

Other Crimes:
• 3 Car Breaks
• 2 Vandalisms
• 2 MV Thefts
• 3 Bike Thefts
• 2 MV Vandalisms

SOMERVILLE LAUNCHES RACIAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT AMBASSADORS PROGRAM

Six RSJ Community En-
gagement Ambassadors 
Will Spearhead Commu-
nity-Driven Outreach for 
the Public Safety for All 
Initiative

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and 
the Department of Racial 
and Social Justice (RSJ) 
are today announcing the 
launch of the RSJ Commu-

nity Engagement Ambas-
sadors program. The newly 
onboarded Community 
Ambassadors will actively 
work with the City to 
expand engagement with 
the Public Safety for All 
Initiative and build new av-
enues for participation and 
empowering community 
voices.

The Community Ambas-
sadors, who all live in 
Somerville, will help create 
outreach plans, engage the 
Somerville community, 
and share information 
about and opportunities to 
inform the Public Safety 
for All initiative.

“Our community is our 
most important resource 
as we look to build a more 
equitable Somerville for 
all. And as we strive to 
engage everyone, especially 
people not always heard 
from, we need to be out 
in the community listen-
ing, building connections, 
and meeting people where 
they are,” said Mayor Bal-
lantyne. “The RSJ Com-
munity Ambassadors will 
be an invaluable resource 
to help guide our efforts 
and engage the full com-
munity in the Public Safety 
for All initiative, and I’m 
so excited to have them on 
board.”

The Community Ambas-
sadors will receive training 
and staff support from the 
Racial and Social Justice 
Department. They will at-
tend monthly meetings and 
subcommittee meetings as 
needed. Ambassadors will 
serve one 12-month term.

“I couldn’t be more excited 
to welcome our Commu-
nity Engagement Ambas-
sadors,” said RSJ Director 
Denise Molina Capers. 
“The RSJ team believes in 
the power of community 
organizing. This program 
is exemplary of deep and 
intentional community 
engagement at large. It is 
at the heart of everything 

we do.”
“I know how hard change 
is,” said Monica Luke, RSJ 
Community Ambassadors. 
“It’s very frustrating to be-
come more educated about 
issues of racial and social 
injustice and then not 
know what to do to try to 
make a difference. I really 
appreciate this opportunity 
to do something concrete.”
Please reach out to RSJ 
with any questions or for 
more information at rsj@
somervillema.gov. You can 
take the Public Safety for 
All Survey online (available 
in seven languages). Learn 
more about RSJ and ways 
to get involved at somervil-
lema.gov/RSJ.

SOMERVILLE URBAN FORESTRY COMMITTEE SEEKS ONE NEW MEMBER

The City of Somerville 
Urban Forestry Commit-
tee (UFC) is now accepting 

applications for one new 
member with expertise in 
urban forestry. Urban for-
estry expertise may include 
experience or coursework 
in forestry, arboriculture, 
horticulture, or any other 
relevant field.

The UFC advises the City 
on the management and 
maintenance of all trees and 
shrubs on public grounds 

and public ways. Members 
may also review issues 
related to the health, main-
tenance, and protection of 
trees and shrubs on public 
grounds and public ways, 
update the tree inventory, 
support public education 
and outreach on urban 
forestry, and provide com-
ments during permitting 
review.
The UFC typically meets 

virtually on the third Thurs-
day of each month from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Members 
serve three-year terms in 
a volunteer capacity. All 
members are appointed by 
the Mayor and approved by 
the City Council.
Applications are due Friday, 
March 3. Interested can-
didates should submit a 
resume and statement of 
interest by email to Dr. Van-

essa Boukili at vboukili@
somervillema.gov or by mail 
to Vanessa Boukili, City 
of Somerville, OSPCD, 93 
Highland Ave., Somerville, 
MA 02145. Please contact 
Vanessa at the email above 
or 617-625-6600 ext. 2516 
or with questions.
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

A warning to residents 
who should have re-
cieved a letter from 
the City of Somerville 
regarding the “Choice 
Electricity Program’. 
The City has automati-
cally enrolled everyone 
into this program so it 
is really not a CHOICE 
since you have to opt 
out. Anyone who may 
have ignored the letter 
are in for a surprise.

They state in the bro-

chure the rate will be 
lower than Eversource 
until 2024 and DOES 
NOT GUARENTEE a 
SAVINGS.
I question what right 
does the city have inte-
fering with MY electric 
bill.
It should be if you 
choose to participate 
you opt in not have opt 
out.

John L Sullivan

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: 
SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY CHOICE ELECTRICITY PROGRAM

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 7AM-9AM 
(DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

Use the Sand for Better Traction on Icy Surfaces This Winter
A blue barrel filled with sand is situated on the roadside of a sidewalk

Have you seen blue sand barrels around your neighborhood? The 
City of Somerville Department of Public Works has distributed sand 

citywide for residential use.

Sand increases traction on icy surfaces and, since it is less corro-
sive than salt-based ice melt, helps maintain the conditions of our 

sidewalks and other infrastructure. For our full Winter Guide, visit 
somervillema.gov/snow.

THOSE BLUE SAND BARRELS ARE 
FOR YOU:

Prepare for Future Snow-
fall this Winter
This week’s snowfall 
brought out the shov-
els. Some reminders for 
shoveling as we continue 
through the Winter sea-
son:

Sidewalks must be cleared 

to the pavement within 6 
daylight hours after snow 
stops falling.
Per state ADA require-
ments and City ordinance, 
sidewalks must be shov-
eled to a minimum of 36 
inches wide.
Seniors and homeowners 
with disabilities can apply 

for assistance through 
our Teen Snow Shoveling 
Program.
Be sure to salt, sand, or 
shovel again as needed to 
prevent slipping as snow 
melts and refreezes to ice.

Shoveling protects the 
safety of you and your 

neighbors. See our full 
Winter Guide.
Somerville Ma.gov

WHAT’S YOUR SNOW SHOVELING PLAN?
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SOMERVILLE-JOINT STATEMENT & 
RESOURCES IN RESPONSE TO THE DEATH OF TYRE NICHOLS

PAULO’S OBITUARY

Teixeira, Paulo– Of Somerville, 
passed away peacefully surrounded 
by his loving family on January 26, 
2022. He was 77 years old.

Born and raised in Terceira, 
Azores. He was the beloved son 
of Luis and Maria (De Lourdes) 
Teixeira. Paulo was a family man 
and worked hard to provide for his 
family. He had a successful career 
in the autobody business. His love 

for his family was endless especially 
for his late wife Maria (Valadao) 
Teixeira who died in 2021. His 
memory will never be forgotten 
and will live on with his family.
He was the beloved husband of 51 
years to the late Maria (Valadao) 

Teixeira. The devoted father of Pau-
la Teixeira of Somerville. Loving 
grandfather of Nelson. He is also 
survived by many loving, nieces, 
nephews, family and friends.
Services are pending at this time.

We wish to express to Mr. Nichols’ 
family and loved ones our absolute 
sympathy, our profound grief, and 
our support of the call for trans-
parent justice.

Officials have called the brutality 
of that fatal police traffic stop a 
shocking use of excessive force. 
We unite with our community and 
denounce the brutality that was 
suffered by Tyre Nichols. We know 
that words are not enough. We 
must be, and we remain commit-
ted to, continuing the hard work 
of seeking real and meaningful 
change. We will not be complacent 
while so many continue to lose 
their lives to reckless violence and 
systems of oppression.

Acts of police violence not only 
affect those involved but entire 
communities. Each of these 
incidents has caused profound 
grief, loss, trauma, and anger. 
It aggravates racial disparities, 
breeds mistrust, and causes dis-
proportionate physical and mental 
stress to people of color. All too 

frequently, communities across 
the country are forced to continue 
processing unimaginable grief and 
trauma, and it is important that 
we know where to find supports 
and resources to help ourselves 
and one another as we navigate 
these feelings.

The accumulation of tragedies 
in recent weeks make it all the 
more important to take care of 
yourselves and check on others. 
Needing to talk to someone or 
seeking help is normal and OK. 
Please reach out to friends and 
family or consider contacting an 
anonymous, free, 24/7 support 
line to speak to a trained volun-
teer (call or text the Samaritans 
Helpline with just three numbers: 
988). School-based support is also 
being offered directly to students 
and families by the Somerville 
Public Schools.

We’ve also included some links 
below for guidance on how to 
navigate traumatic events for 
yourselves and loved ones. We 
encourage everyone to please use 
these resources, and/or to reach 
out to your school counselors or 
to the City’s Office of Health and 
Human Services to access sup-
ports anytime you need them.

We also encourage you to trans-
form your grief and anger into 
action for progress, and reflect 
upon ways in which we can 
highlight our humanity. The City 
of Somerville, the Department of 

Racial and Social Justice, and the 
Somerville Police Department, in 
partnership with the City Council, 
are currently engaged in multiple 
community-driven initiatives to 
help advance equity, transparency, 
accountability, and social justice. 
We are determined to achieve 
Public Safety for All in Somerville 
– a shared vision of community 
that extends justice to all, regard-
less of economic class, age, gender, 
race, ethnicity, or identity.

Resources are being invested, in-
cluding opportunities for learning, 
dialogue, healing, and transforma-
tion. We ask you to join us with 
determination and solidarity in 
collectively enacting change.

Sincerely,

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, Interim 
Somerville Police Chief Charlie 
Femino, Director of Racial and 
Social Justice Denise Molina-
Capers, Somerville Public Schools 
Interim Director of Equity and 
Excellence Caeli Gallitano

Resource Guides from Local Pro-
vider Riverside Community Care

How to Talk to Children About 
Traumatic Events
bit.ly/TalkingToChildrenAbout-
TraumaticEvents
Reactions to Highly Stressful or 
Traumatic Events
bit.ly/ReactionsToHighlyStressfu-
lOrTraumaticEvents
Practicing Self-Care After Trau-

matic Events
bit.ly/PracticingSelfCareAfter-
TraumaticEvents
Additional resource guides and 
videos from Riverside
bit.ly/RiversideDigitalResourceLi-
brary

Parent and Guardian Self-Care 
Resources

Resources to Support Talking to 
Kids About Race
bit.ly/talkingtokidsonrace
Having ‘The Talk’: Expert Guid-
ance on Preparing Kids for Police 
Interactions
bit.ly/3JqZSqv
Supporting Students, Staff, Fami-
lies, and Communities Impacted 
by Violence
bit.ly/3wEofcL
Assisting Parents/Caregivers in 
Coping with Collective Traumas
bit.ly/3XSl6lQ
How Caregivers Can Foster 
Resilience
bit.ly/3HEs5If
Supporting Children’s Mental 
Wellness
bit.ly/3Rgqg8s

Mental Wellness & Well-Being 
and General Resources

Coping After a Traumatic Event
bit.ly/3DqpVdA
Self-Care Tips for Black People 
Who Are Struggling With This 
Very Painful Week
bit.ly/VICEselfcaretips
Black People Need Stronger White 
Allies – Here’s How You Can Be 

One
r29.co/3wGH1R2
4 Self-Care Resources for Days 
When the World is Terrible
bit.ly/3XQxsuH
New York Times Op-ed by Rox-
anne Gay
nyti.ms/3wMtO8Z
Grief Sheet
bit.ly/3Dmue9N
Youth Mental Health Project
bit.ly/3JrH2Qk
Massachusetts 24/7 Behavioral 
Health Helpline
bit.ly/40df1Ss
Celebrating Black Joy as an Al-
ternative Form of Resistance and 
Reclaiming of Humanity
We need more ‘trauma-free Black-
ness.’ Here’s a start – CNN Style

Learn About, Get Involved with 
the Work of the Department of 
Racial and Social Justice
Visit the RSJ webpages at somer-
villema.gov/rsj
Take the Public Safety for All 
Survey (available in multiple lan-
guages) somervillema.gov/rsj
Learn about and consider applying 
to join the Civilian Oversight Task 
Force at bit.ly/CivOTaskForce
Learn about and consider apply-
ing to join the Public Safety for 
All Task Force at bit.ly/PSFATask-
Force

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING PAULO TEIXEIRA

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS
Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 

delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up 
to date with the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 

provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, 

or sampling one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street 
Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING GISELA WILSON
GISELA’S OBITUARY
Wilson, Gisela (Dormann) — 
Of Somerville, formerly of Ger-
many, passed away peacefully at 

home on January 27,2023.

Born in Burghernheim, Ger-
many. She was the beloved 

daughter of Klaus and Inge 
(Rusche) Dormann. Gisela was 
a devoted wife to her beloved 
husband Mark Wilson.

At the family’s request services 
were held privately.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

NAVEO CREDIT UNION GOES RED 
FOR THE AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION 

(Somerville, MA) For the 
third consecutive year, Naveo 
Credit Union participated in 
the American Heart Associa-
tion’s Go Red day on Friday, 
February 3. Naveo raised $250 
to bring awareness to and sup-
port research for heart health.

Naveo employees were invited 
to dress down and wear a red 
shirt or tie in exchange for a 

donation to the American Heart 
Association. Employee contri-
butions were matched by the 
Credit Union and then matched 
again by an American Heart As-
sociation donor. In addition, to 
a casual day, Naveo had healthy 
snacks available for breakfast 
and lunch, heart healthy tips 
were posted throughout the 
Credit Union and colleagues 
shared their favorite healthy 

recipes and tips.

The American Heart Asso-
ciation’s signature women’s 
initiative, Go Red for Women, 
is a comprehensive platform 
designed to increase women’s 
heart health awareness and 
serve as a catalyst for change 
to improve the lives of women 
globally.
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS
(781)729-1040     34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC   SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist Somerville (617)629-9300



24                  Tuesday February 7th, 2023         The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

PREMIERE ON BROADWAY SOMERVILLE’S #1 HOTSPOT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


