
VOL.1 NO.329-151                     SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD MASS.                              Tuesday February 14th, 2023                  

Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

Continued to page 18

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

ALLOW NON-CITIZENS 
TO VOTE

Continued to page 7

SOMERVILLE SELECTS FIRM TO LEAD 
SEARCH FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT CHIEF

MAYOR BALLANTYNE 
PROPOSES NEW MODEL 

FOR FUNDING 
PEG ACCESS TELEVISION

Continued to page 19
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH 

REAL ESTATE

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com       Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com  
(617)818-5736                                        (617)610-5382

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

MEDFORD LOCONTE RINK 
FEBRUARY 21 FROM 11AM-NOON
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH BYRNE FOR WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED FOR THE 
HIGHEST SALES IN BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER!

Deborah Byrne
Relocation Director, Government Certified
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty 
Cell: (617) 201- 4730
Website: http://www.debbyrne.com

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING RICHARD A. CLARK

Richard A. Clark, beloved hus-
band of Andrea (Papazoglou) 
Clark, passed away on Tuesday, 
February 7th, 2023, surrounded 

by his loving family, at the age 
of 73. Born in Boston, he is the 
loving son of the late Charles 
and Dorothea (Vodden) Clark.

Rick was a long time Somer-
ville resident and graduate 
Somerville Trade School. A 
proud United States Navy 
Veteran, Rick was stationed 
on the S.S. Simon Lake and 
was also stationed overseas 
in Scotland. Rick enjoyed his 
time in service, when he was 
discharged from the Navy, he 
settled back in Somerville and 
for many years worked for 
A.F. Fitzgerald Tile until his 
retirement. Rick worked for 
Enterprise part time to keep 

busy. He enjoyed life and fam-
ily. Rick was an avid bowler and 
golfer and always had time for 
television. He could at any time 
be watching a western, scary 
movie or any old time black 
and white shows. Rick was the 
king of Dad Jokes and excep-
tional family man. His greatest 
joy came from being with his 
family. Always faithful to his 
wife, children, siblings, nieces, 
nephews and grandchildren. He 
will be greatly missed by all and 
remembered for his ever giving 
love.

In addition to being the hus-
band and partner of 33 years to 
Andrea, he is the devoted father 

of Richard J. Clark, Shaun M. 
Clark, Adam Miele and his wife 
Jamie and Samantha Jo Caezza 
and her husband Nicholas. Lov-
ing brother of Edward Clark 
and his wife Pauline, Deborah 
Mathien and her husband Rich-
ard and the late Charles Clark 
and his late wife Margaret and 
the late Ruthann O’Neil and 
her husband Dave. Cherished 
grandfather of Logan, Parker 
and Piper Jo. He is also the 
loving uncle to many nieces 
and nephews and grand dad to 
grandpup Lily Jo.

Funeral Service to be held from 
the Cota Funeral Home, 335 
Park St., North Reading (Cor-

ner of Park St. and Rt. 28 at the 
Reading Line) on Wednesday, 
February 15th, 2023 at 9:30am 
followed by a Funeral Mass Cel-
ebrated at St. Theresa’s Church, 
63 Winter St., North Reading 
at 10:30am. Burial to follow in 
Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden.

Family and friends are cordially 
invited to visiting hours at 
the funeral home on Tuesday, 
February 14th, 2023 from 4 to 
7pm.

For information, directions and 
to leave an online condolence, 
please visit http://www.cotafu-
neralhomes.com.

DR. GEORGE’S OBITU-
ARY

U.S. Veteran
George Charles Galitis 

passed away on February 
8, 2023, at 92, in his home 
state of Massachusetts.

In his youth, George 
attended Northeastern 
University for his under-
grad and proceeded to 
Tufts University, where he 
studied dentistry. He was 
the first in his family to go 
to college and part of the 
first generation of Greeks 
born and raised in Somer-
ville. Shortly after gradu-
ating from dental school, 
George proudly served his 
country as an Air Force 

dentist and Captain travel-
ing to Japan and serving 
in the Air Force Reserve 
for many years. Upon re-
turning from serving our 
country, George tended 
to the Somerville com-
munity for over 50 years 
at his own dental practice. 
He was incredibly proud 
of his service and business 
and prided himself on his 
work ethic and clinic.
He loved reading books 
and studying the meaning 
of life. He enjoyed dancing 
and exercising. His family 
always meant the most to 

him, and he showed his 
love through his guidance.
George was predeceased 
by his mother (Irene), 
father (Charles), and sister 
(Venetia). He is survived 
by his loving daughter, 
Renee Galitis of Dallas, 
Texas, two granddaugh-
ters, Stephanie Wiens of 
Somerville, Massachu-
setts, and Lindsay Wiens 
of Irvine, California, and 
nephew Peter Brekalis of 
Tewksbury, Massachu-
setts.
Services honoring 
George’s life will be held at 

the Dormition of the Vir-
gin Mary Greek Orthodox 
Church, 29 Central Street, 
Somerville beginning with 
visitation at 10:30AM fol-
lowed by a Funeral Service 
at 11:00AM. Relatives and 
friends invited to attend. 
Services will conclude 
with burial at Mount 
Auburn Cemetery, Cam-
bridge.
In lieu of flowers, Memo-
rial contributions can be 
made to Trustees of Tufts 
College, Tufts Dental 
Fund P.O. Box 3306 Bos-
ton, Massachusetts 02241.

CAROL-ANN’S OBITUARY-

Carol-Ann Hynes, Sr. (née 
Walsh), a lifelong resident of 
Medford, MA, passed away 
on February 8, 2023. She 
had many loves, including 
laughing whenever she could; 
drinking coffee with friends at 
Dunkin Donuts; talking crazy 
politics;

dressing up as a clown (she 
was known as “Jingles the 
Clown”); watching black & 
white movies; finding a good 
bargain; and listening to talk 
radio. However, her biggest 
love of all in life was raising 

and living for her six children. 
When she was diagnosed in 
2016 with Alzheimer’s disease, 
the only fear she expressed 
was someday not being able 
to remember her children. We 
worked hard to always keep 
that memory for her intact.
She leaves behind her chil-
dren: Daniel (& Melissa); 
Kevin; Michelle (& Matt); 
Lynda; Jody; and Carol-Ann, 
Jr. (& Dan). She also leaves 
her grandchildren: Emma 
Catherine & Anna; Emma & 
Sara; and Caden, as well as 
many nieces and nephews. 

She will now join her parents, 
brother, and perhaps most 
importantly of all, her beloved 
sister, Donna and her favorite 
brother-in-law, Michael. And 
let’s not forget, she will also 
join her ex-husband and our 
father, Joe, who at times she 
may try to avoid up in heaven. 
We all loved her very much!
But where are the clowns?
Send in the clowns
Don’t bother, they’re here
-Stephen Sondheim

Funeral procession from the 
George L. Doherty Funeral 

Home, 855 Broadway (Pow-
der House Sq.) Somerville, 
Thursday morning at 10:30, 
followed by a Funeral Mass in 
St. Joseph Church, Medford 
at 11:30. Relatives and friends 
invited.
Calling hours Wednesday 
4:00 – 7:00. Interment Puritan 
Lawn Cemetery, Peabody.
In lieu of flowers donations 
may be made in Carol-Ann’s 
memory to Alz.org

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING DR. GEORGE C. GALITIS

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING CAROL-ANN HYNES
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: MENTAL ILLNESS, INCLUDING DEPRESSION, 
IS A MAJOR ISSUE THAT AFFECTS MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WORLDWIDE

By William Tauro

With all the bad news in the 
media regarding mental ill-
ness tragic scenes in the past 
month including 

this past week’s tragedy in 
Andover, it’s absolutely time 
for our elected officials to 
step forward and make that 
difference!

Mental illness, including 
depression, is a major is-
sue that affects millions of 
people worldwide and has 
far-reaching consequences 
for individuals and society 
as a whole. Unfortunately, it 
is often neglected or stig-
matized, leading to a lack 
of resources, support, and 
understanding.

There is a growing recogni-
tion of the importance of 
addressing mental health, 
and efforts are being made 
to improve access to treat-
ment, reduce stigma, and 
increase public awareness. 

This is a positive step in the 
right direction, but there is 
still much more that can be 
done to support those who 
are struggling with mental 
illness.

It is important for commu-
nities to prioritize mental 
health and well-being, by 
creating a supportive envi-
ronment, promoting healthy 
habits and behaviors, and 
providing access to resources 
and services for those in 
need. This can help reduce 
the impact of mental illness 
and improve the lives of 
those affected by it.

Moreover, mental health 
should be integrated into 
mainstream education and 
curriculums, so that people 
can learn about the signs and 
symptoms of mental illness, 
and how to support those 
who are struggling.

Overall, a collective effort 
is needed to make mental 
health a priority and create a 
more inclusive and support-
ive society for everyone.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: JAKE WILSON SOMERVILLE CITY COUNSELOR
 AT LARGE POSTS DELUSIONAL POSTING ONLINE

Dear Billy T and 
Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly Speakup 
Line,

Im not sure if you 
know but new dragon 
star is closing after 
over 40 years due to 
the landlord evicting 
them, they have been 
in the same place at 

273 broadway across 
from Somerville Fire 
Department head 
quarters well since I 
was a kid.

I just didnt know if 
you knew that another 
place is closing.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE:
DRAGON STAR CHINESE RESTAURANT CLOSING AFTER OVER 40 YEARS 

DUE TO POSSIBLE LANDLORD EVICTION

By William Tauro

Is this guy serious? Totally 
different circumstances 
one was wielding a ma-
chete , no? When do the 
lives of police officers 
start to mean anything to 
elected officials?

Running from police? Or 
running toward with a 
machete?

It’s sickening that an elect-
ed official would put two 

totally different scenarios 
in the same sentence such 
as this to virtue signal for 
himself.

Posting below made by 
Jake Wilson Somerville 
City Counselor at Large:

“We’re reeling from recent 
high-profile police killings 
nationally with the mur-
der of Tyre Nichols by the 
Memphis Police Depart-
ment and locally with the 
death of Somerville High 

alum Arif Sayed Faisal 
at the hands of the Cam-
bridge Police Department. 
While there are clear 
differences between these 
two incidents, the com-
mon thread is that both 
were killed after running 
from the police. And we 
need to accept the reality 
that every time someone 
dies like this, it increases 
the chances of others run-
ning from the police out 
of fear for their lives.”
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA RES-
TAURANT where a little piece 
of Italy is waiting for you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian dining 
experience that will keep you 
coming back for more” “Defi-
nitely a two thumbs up rating 
and absolutely worth checking 

them out!” Somerville/Medford 
News Weekly/Boston News 
Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining 
is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social me-
dia channels. Please stay tuned 

for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will be 
available through our website, 
over the phone and in person. 
Starting Tuesday, for every gift 
card purchase over $100, we 
will add an additional $20 gift 
card as a way to thank you for 
your support.

If there is anything in particular 
you would like to see from us 
or if you need help preparing 
food at home for your families 
please reach out and we will do 

our best to help. Whether it be 
recipe ideas with random things 
you might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help with 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued 
support.

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 4-34, rejected 
an amendment that would 
allow a senator to partici-
pate in any Senate session 
remotely from their office, 
home or any other location 
only under certain circum-
stances. The amendment 
would replace a section that 
allows a senator to par-
ticipate remotely without a 

specific reason.

The circumstances under 
which a senators could 
participate remotely would 
include disability, illness, 
the need for a member to 
provide care for an im-
mediate family member, 
pregnancy or childbirth of 
a member or said member’s 
spouse, domestic partner or 
partner.

“The legislative process 
works best when members 
are present and interacting 
with one another dur-
ing formal sessions,” said 
sponsor Sen. John Keenan 
(D-Quincy).

Amendment opponents 
said the unlimited remote 
voting during the pandemic 
shows that that system 

worked well. They noted 
that the amendment does 
not include several other le-
gitimate reasons including 
bad weather. They noted 
that it is time for the Senate 
to get into modern times 
and make permanent the 
rule allowing remote voting 
at the discretion of each 
senator.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 

amendment allowing re-
mote voting only in certain 
circumstances. A “No” vote 
is against the amendment 
and favors remote voting 
at the discretion of each 
member.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

LIMITED REMOTE VOTING (S 17)

DECLARE RACISM AS A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS (HD 3703)
By Bob Katzen

This bill would declare 
racism as a public health 
crisis and direct the Office 

of Health Equity to de-
velop policies to dismantle 
systemic racism impact-
ing health and establish 
programs focused on the 

prevention and treatment 
of chronic diseases dis-
proportionately impacting 
communities of color.

Sponsor Rep. Jon Santiago 
(D-Boston), did not re-
spond to repeated requests 
by Beacon Hill Roll Call 
asking him why he filed 

the bill.

PROSPECT HILL ACADEMY ONE OF ONLY FOUR SCHOOLS IN THE STATE 
TO RECEIVE AP COMPUTER SCIENCE FEMALE DIVERSITY AWARD

Prospect Hill Academy (PHA) 
has earned the 2022 College 
Board AP® Computer Sci-
ence Female Diversity Award, 
for both Computer Science A 
(CSA) and Computer Science 
Principles (CSP).

PHA is one of only 61 schools 
in the entire country and four 
in Massachusetts to receive the 
award for both AP CSA and AP 

CSP.

This represents the fifth year 
in a row (and all years that the 
award has been given out) that 
PHA has been recognized for 
achieving high female represen-
tation and closing the gender 
gap in AP Computer Science.

About Prospect Hill Academy
Prospect Hill Academy is a 

tuition-free, PreK to Grade 
12 college preparatory charter 
public school with campuses 
located in Somerville and 
Cambridge. As one of the 
top-rated charter schools in 
Massachusetts, each year over 
90% of graduates enroll in col-
lege. Learn more at http://www.
phacs.org

ALLOW LOW STAKES CARD GAMES AT SENIOR CENTERS (HD 171)
By Bob Katzen

This bill would allow low 
stakes card games and 
other recreational games 
at senior centers. The bill 
would limit the amount 

of money contributed by 
a single player during the 
entire session to $5 and 
the winnings of a single 
player to $20. Games 
included are pitch, crib-
bage, mahjong, rummy, 

pinochle, canasta, domi-
noes, bridge and bingo.

Supporters said that 
some senior centers have 
banned these games be-
cause under current law 

they are technically illegal 
and the centers fear legal 
repercussions.

“It just makes sense to 
let these folks play card 
games,” said sponsor Rep. 

Angelo Puppolo (D-
Springfield). “They aren’t 
high rollers who are look-
ing to make money. They 
just want to play cards and 
recreational bingo with 
their friends and peers.”
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121

Shift expected to boost Somer-
ville Media Center funding by 
$1 million over the next three 
years

SOMERVILLE, MA – The 
growing national trend of cable 
TV subscribers “cord cutting” 
to switch from cable TV to 
streaming or other viewing op-
tions is putting Somerville Pub-
lic, Educational, and Govern-
ment (PEG) Access Television 
services in peril, and Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne is poised to 
take action to preserve these 
vital resources.

Since the 1970s, the City of 
Somerville has funded all three 
popular and well-used services 
with fees collected from local 
cable television providers, 
known as “franchise fees.” But 
as those profit-linked fees have 
steadily declined, this funding 
source can no longer sustain all 
three services for the commu-
nity.

Today, the City is announcing 
a proposal to fund Educational 
and Government television 
services using the City’s general 
budget going forward, rather 
than using franchise fees, and 
to allot all of the annual 5% 
franchise fees, rather than one-

third of them, to Public Access. 
This will provide more durable 
financial support for all PEG 
services and more funding for 
the Somerville Media Center.

The proposed shift will al-
lot the full 5% franchise fees 
paid by Comcast and Astound 
(formerly RCN) to Public Ac-
cess services, which the City 
contracts with the independent 
501(c)(3) nonprofit Somerville 
Media Center to provide. It will 
also increase the Media Center’s 
share of equipment funding 
from one-third to one-half of 
equipment funds received on 
top of the franchise fee.

Subject to City Council ap-
proval of annual budgets for 
GovTV and EdTV services, 
the funding shift is projected to 
provide the Somerville Media 
Center with more than $1 mil-
lion in additional funding over 
the next three years, bring-
ing their total cable-provider 
funded payments to a projected 
$2.1 million for the years 2023 
to 2025. As the City’s desig-
nated public access provider, 
the Media Center is uniquely 
eligible to benefit from this 
funding source due to the 
provisions within the federal 
Cable Communications Policy 
Act. The proposed changes will 
be memorialized in the Media 
Center’s 3-yearly grant agree-
ment with the City.

“All three access TV providers 
offer key services and equitable 
information access to our com-
munity. The community relies 
on these services. They rely on 
the alternative access to City 

and Council meetings, events, 
information, and emergency 
alerts provided by GovTV 
government access. They rely 
on the sports, event, and learn-
ing programming produced 
by EdTV government access. 
They rely on the rich com-
munity programming, youth 
programs, and skills training 
offered by Somerville Media 
Center as part of public access. 
This solution will help keep 
these offerings sustainable amid 
a changing media landscape,” 
said Mayor Ballantyne.

“We’re very happy to talk about 
this long-term funding for the 
media center,” said Somer-
ville Media Center Executive 
Director Kat Powers. “We’re 
turning 40 in March. We’re not 
there yet, but this is a great first 
step to making sure we have a 
secure next four decades.”

The Media Center is also facing 
an additional burden due to 
damage to their current loca-
tion at 90-92 Union Square, 
a City-owned building where 
they have operated for decades. 
After significant water intru-
sion in 2019, it was determined 
the building needs significant 
repair and renovation.

“I’d much prefer that the 90-92 
Union Square Building was not 
in need of major repair. But 
as we navigate this challenge 
alongside the Media Center, it 
is my hope that this additional 
support will help seed their 
fundraising for resources to 
not just survive a move to a 
new space in Somerville, but to 
build something even better,” 

said Mayor Ballantyne. “We 
have likewise been working to 
help ensure that the building’s 
other tenant, the Massachusetts 
Alliance of Portuguese Speak-
ers, secures a new Somerville 
home where they can continue 
to provide their vital services to 
our community.”

“We’re really delighted to work 
with the city to preserve the 
programs of the Somerville 
Media Center,” said SMC board 
president Jesse Buckley. “I want 
to take a moment to thank the 
board members, artists and 
producers of SMC whose vocal 
support helped us get to this 
point. We’re very appreciative 
to the Mayor for these continu-
ing talks.”

Both national and local data as 
well as local feedback indicate 
that PEG access services are 
highly valued, and serve as eq-
uity tools, providing alternative 
access to civic and community 
events and processes, among 
other benefits. Pew Research 
Center data and other sources 
consistently show that seniors, 
low-income persons, and 
people of color are more likely 
to use local television services 
for information than other 
groups.

Somerville Media Center grew 
out of the first cable access cen-
ter in Massachusetts, Somer-
ville Community Access Televi-
sion, and as always, Somerville 
leads the way. It has been home 
to the world’s oldest continu-
ously running access program, 
Dead Air Live; home to the 
first teleconference for the 

Deaf, home of the first lesbian 
soap opera. Its adult members 
are majority minority, with 
programs in English, Haitian-
Creole, Portuguese and Span-
ish. Its youth program serves 
families from all backgrounds, 
teaching the youngest creators 
how to tell their stories. Now 
as Somerville Media Center, 
with TV and radio studios, the 
media center works to bridge 
the digital divide in Somerville 
and beyond.

The City’s GovTV and EdTV 
services received more than 
450,000 YouTube video views 
in 2022, with more watch-
ing on television and website 
livestreams. Local feedback 
confirms many rely on the 
CityTV’s multilingual program-
ming currently in six languages, 
digital bulletin board, and 
expansive video coverage of 
City, community, and Council 
meetings, as well as City and 
School events and educational 
programming. Sports coverage 
of student athletics is a signifi-
cant draw with family members 
and seniors reporting they 
rely on it to view games they 
could otherwise not attend, and 
some students using footage 
to support athletic scholar-
ship applications. CityTV staff 
also provided critical support 
services during the pandemic, 
sharing emergency information 
and establishing hybrid meet-
ing options for the City Council 
and community meetings.

All three access services have 
received national awards and 
recognition.

By Bob Katzen

This bill would designate the 
first Monday in March as CO-
VID-19 Remembrance Day to 
honor and remember people 

who have died or suffered 
from COVID-19; the front-
line and essential workers; 
and residents of the state who 
volunteered to support their 
neighbors and local commu-

nities.

Co-sponsors Reps. Mindy 
Domb (D-Amherst) and 
Natalie Blais (D-Sunderland) 
did not respond to repeated 

requests by Beacon Hill Roll 
Call asking them why they 
sponsored the bill.

A similar bill filed by the 
same duo died from inaction 

in the House last year after 
it had received a favorable 
report from the Committee 
on State Administration and 
Regulatory Oversight which 
recommended its passage.

CREATE COVID-19 REMEMBRANCE DAY (HD 3281)

MAYOR BALLANTYNE PROPOSES NEW MODEL 
FOR FUNDING PEG ACCESS TELEVISION

Continued from front page
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito 
Breanna L. Rolland
Amy L. Connors
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air
Conditioning

 Office (617)625-0386 
Cell (617)257-6394

Dave Sidoti

C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 
& MORE MEDFORD

453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS 

teacher in Lang Arts and Reading 
Comp.  Please contact if your child 

is regressing in these vital skills.  
Fee=$30/hr.  

sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES VERANI 
REALTY/BUCCELLI REAL ESTATE INC. (781)248-2545
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

Deborah Byrne, Government Certified Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty

What’s Your Home Worth? Get three automated Estimates – Instantly.

Call me for a no cost appraisal of your property! Ask me about our 2.5% commision savings 
program!

Accolades include: Top 4% Sales Nationwide, Chairmans Circle, Presidents Circle, Relocation 
Director, Notary Public Realtor®, CRS, CBR, CDPE, LMC, Energy Star Certification, Foreclosures 
MASS Certification, AHWD, CSP , SRES and RECS Top Producer in Massachusetts Awards

DEBORAH BYRNE, GOVERNMENT CERTIFIED BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY (617)201-4730

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 4-34, rejected 
an amendment that would 
require a two-thirds vote 
for the Senate to continue 
any session beyond 10 
p.m. This would be in ad-
dition to a current Senate 

rule that requires a two-
thirds vote to continue 
a session beyond 8 p.m. 
and a two-thirds vote to 
continue a session beyond 
midnight.

Amendment supporters 
said requiring the two-

thirds vote will ensure 
that late-night sessions 
between 10 p.m. and mid-
night when legislators are 
tired and many citizens 
are already sleeping do 
not become the norm but 
are allowed only when a 
vast majority of senators 

favor it.

Amendment opponents 
said the current rules re-
quiring a two-thirds vote 
to go beyond 8 p.m. and 
another two-thirds vote to 
go beyond midnight are 
sufficient and argued there 

is no need to add another 
layer.

(A “Yes” vote is for requir-
ing a two-thirds vote to 
go beyond 10 p.m. A “No” 
vote is against it.)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 37-1, approved 
the set of rules by which 
the Senate will operate 
during the 2023-2024 
session. Key rules include 
continuing the option, 
implemented during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
which allows senators to 
participate, debate and 
vote remotely in Senate 
sessions, at their owns dis-
cretion, from their homes 
or offices; allowing legisla-
tors and citizens to testify 
at hearings in person or 

from their home or other 
remote location; and re-
quiring Senate committee 
votes to be posted on the 
Legislature’s website.

“The rules package re-
leased today takes the 
lessons learned during 
this unprecedented time 
and incorporates them 
into the Senate’s practices 
and procedures,” said Sen. 
Joan Lovely (D-Salem), 
Chair of the Temporary 
Senate Committee on 
Rules. “By continuing re-
mote participation options 

for hearings, publishing 
committee votes and al-
lowing public access to 
testimony, we can create 
better pathways for people 
across our commonwealth 
to access and participate 
in state government.”

“I am proud of the Sen-
ate for its commitment to 
increased transparency, 
inclusivity and equity 
as reflected in this rules 
package,” said Senate 
President Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “We have 
learned the lessons of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and 
this rules package ensures 
that operations in the Sen-
ate continue to reflect the 
reality of work and civic 
engagement in the digital 
age.”

“The Massachusetts Sen-
ate must be a place of 
transparency and ac-
countability,” said Sen. 
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton), 
the lone opponent of the 
rules package. “The people 
we represent deserve that 
type of Senate and our 
reform amendments de-

mand that type of Senate. 
Showing up to vote, in-
person, doing the people’s 
business during the light 
of day, stopping lobbying 
by those who corrupted 
the public’s trust and 
providing transparency 
in how a senator votes are 
reforms that can restore 
good governance to the 
Massachusetts Senate.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
rules package. A “No” vote 
is against it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ADOPT SENATE RULES (S 17)

REQUIRE A TWO-THIRDS VOTE TO GO BEYOND 10 P.M. (S 17)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 4-34, rejected 
an amendment that would 
require a unanimous vote 
for the Senate to con-
tinue any session beyond 
midnight. Current Senate 
rules require a two-thirds 

vote to go beyond mid-
night.

Amendment supporters 
said sessions after mid-
night, when taxpayers are 
sleeping, and some mem-
bers are barely awake, are 
irresponsible and should 

only be held if 100 percent 
of the senators agree there 
is a major emergency.

Amendment opponents 
said going beyond mid-
night currently is only 
done when there is an 
emergency. They said it is 

often impossible to get a 
unanimous vote on any-
thing and argued it is not 
wise to give a single mem-
ber the power to adjourn 
the Senate.

(A “Yes” vote is for requir-
ing a unanimous vote to 

go beyond midnight. A 
“No” vote is against re-
quiring it.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen No

REQUIRE UNANIMOUS VOTE TO GO BEYOND MIDNIGHT (S 17)
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

except 11/26, 12/24, & 
12/31
9:30 am – 1:30 pm • 
191 Highland Ave
Brought to you by The 
Center for Arts at the 
Armory

Follow us on Face-
book & Instagram

SOMERVILLE WINTER FARMERS MARKET EVERY SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5-APRIL 8

ADVANCE TIRE & AUTO REPAIR IS HIRING

Are you a hard worker who is willing 
to learn?

Are you not making the money you de-

serve despite putting in the long hours?

Are you committed to solving problems 
once they come your way?

Then we may have the perfect opportu-
nity for you.

Advance Tire & Auto Repair is Hiring.

This Auto Repair Shop in the heart of 
Cambridge has been in business over 
100 years now. We are a full service 
7 lift, 7,000 sqft state of the art repair 
shop. We do everything from brakes, 
tires, Tune ups & oil changes. And 
we work on some of the coolest latest 
model cars

We are looking for someone who 
doesn’t shy away from a challenge, and 

is looking to be rewarded for stepping 
up.

If you are looking for career advance-
ment & a place to do good work every-
day that makes a difference in the lives 
of our customers, look no further.

We are looking to add 1 A Level Tech-
nician & 1 Entry level tech to our team 
right away.

Pay is based on experience.

But we will invest in the right person if 
we see an opportunity.

Some of our top techs started out 
changing tires with us and rapidly 
moved up the ladder. Others have been 
with us 20+ years & will retire here.

So if you are up for the challenge, This 
is the place to grow into the technician 
you were born to be.

Why even consider making a move if 
nothing changes.

So if you are seriously considering a 
change, we believe this would be the 
perfect place to start your journey.

Click the link to fill out our application. 
It takes about three minutes. And after 
reviewing your resume, I will reach out 
to you within the next day to get you 
lined up with the hiring manager.

https://bit.ly/AdvanceTire

Thank you for your consideration
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Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real 
Es-

tate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

Mayor Ballantyne stands 
in the White House at the 
Biden-Harris Lead Pipe 
Summit
Lead exposure in drinking 
water is a national public 
health concern and long-
standing environmental 
justice issue – and Wash-
ington is taking strides 

to address it. Last week, 
Mayor Ballantyne at-
tended a coalition summit 
hosted by Vice President 
Harris, where Somerville 
and 120+ government 
agencies and community 
organizations committed 
to accelerating lead ser-
vice line replacement.

Somerville is leading Mas-
sachusetts in its efforts to 
eliminate lead from the 
city’s water infrastruc-
ture. Since 2019, our Lead 
Service Line Replacement 
Program has completed 
194 line replacements, set-
ting a pace to remove all 

known or suspected lead 
pipes by 2025. This is all at 
no cost to homeowners.

Think your property 
may be eligible for ser-
vices? Apply for lead 
service line replacement. 

SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate Winner of 
the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% 
in the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
global network

Winner of 2019 President Circle Award

Winner of 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award,
representing the top 2% in the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices global network

Huge thank you to all our clients, friends 
and family for your business and referrals!
Another successful year in real estate and
we couldn’t have done it without your support.
We greatly appreciate it!

SOMERVILLE JOINS BIDEN-HARRIS PARTNERSHIP TO 
ELIMINATE LEAD PIPES FROM WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES COMMONWEALTH 
REAL ESTATE PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 2022 AWARD WINNER 
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NOW OFFERING LICENSE TO CARRY CLASSES 
COURSE 

COMPLETED IN ONE DAY FOR SIGN-UP AND DATES 
CALL:617-257-2383 OR 617-776-0765

RETIRED SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER FIREARMS 
INSTRUCTOR JOHN MONTE

Medford Sons of Italy  
42 Alfred StreetMedford/Somerville line.

Sports Bar, Keno  Darts, Corn Hole and Billiard tables. 

Accepting new and old memberships.
Phone 781-874-9577

Email:Medford Soi@gmail.com

MEDFORD SONS OF ITALY 
NOW OPEN!

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: 
FINALLY! TRAFFIC OVERHANG PEDESTRIAN CAUTION SIGN INSTALLED

 AT CLARENDON HILL TOWERS/STOP & SHOP BUSY BROADWAY CROSSWALK!
Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News Weekly 
Speakup Line,

After some fifty years with-
out any pedestrian protec-
tion at the Clarendon Hill 
Towers/Stop and Shop/
Broadway Crosswalk, just 
yards away from Route 16, 
the city finally was motivated 
to install traffic protection 
for its citizens.

Clarendon Hill Towers was 
built in 1968, 501 units, 
diverse population. For 
approximately 50 years the 
residents and everybody else 
were forced to navigate this 
unprotected crosswalk. For 
all these years thru many 
City Council members, 
etc., there were hundreds of 
conversa-
tions, phone calls, e-mails, 
newspaper articles to alert 

officials about the dire neces-
sity of proper signage.
FINALLY! Last week, after 
55 years!…The City of 
Somerville finally did its job 
and installed a very promi-
nent overhang Caution 
Pedestrian Symbol Sign with 
2 large bright lights shin-
ing 24/7 at this crosswalk 
situated just yards away from 
Rt.16. In addition, several 
caution signs were installed 
on the sidewalk. One cau-
tion sign was installed at 
the crosswalk near the bus 
terminal. Also, the overhead 
cameras were also installed.
Thank Goodness! We can 
always speculate as to why 
the city falls short on taking 
care of the obvious while 
spinning themselves into 
a frenzy to execute their 
fantastical, immature ideas? 
Well, for today, we are very 
relieved to finally have much 

needed protection at this 
busy crosswalk.
The tenants of Clarendon 
Hill Towers are especially 
grateful to Billy Tauro for 
taking care of business, i.e. 
publishing timely articles of 
concern such as last week’s 
Crosswalk Article by Cam-
bridge Day.Com. Billy Tauro 
is not a procrastinat-
or. He sees the gravity of 
the issues and inspires us to 
work together to get re-
sults…and NOT wait for 55 
years for common sense to 
prevail!

Sincerely,
Karen Glover

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 32-6, approved an 
amendment that would repeal 
a current rule that limits the 
Senate president to eight years 
in that position.

Sponsor Sen. Mike Rodrigues 
(D-Westport) said there are 
negative restrictions the term 
limit provision places on the 
Senate. “The governor’s office 
has no such limitation, the 
House removed term limits 
for the speaker’s office almost 
ten years ago and both minor-

ity leaders in the House and 
Senate are not subject to any 
limit on their term in office,” 
said Rodrigues. “You could 
say, in real terms, that we have 
de-facto term limits in place, 
as any candidate for Senate 
president must win re-election 
by their peers. With the com-
monwealth now finally emerg-
ing from three years of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, stability 
and continuity are paramount 
for the passage of pressing and 
long-overdue legislation stalled 
by three years of uncertainty.”

“I just think it’s good to have 

that opportunity for change,” 
said Sen. John Keenan (D-
Quincy). “We have it every two 
years when we elect the Senate 
president, but to know that 
every eight years, there’ll be a 
change and people can move to 
different committees, develop 
different areas of expertise—I 
think that’s quite valuable.”

“The integrity of the Senate has 
always been my top priority as 
Senate president, and it is my 
honor to lead this body,” said 
Senate President Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “The adoption of 
this amendment means that the 

Senate will be on equal footing 
with all the other branches of 
our government.”

“Each elected official should be 
equally empowered to ensure 
everyday citizens have a voice 
in their Republic,” said Sen. 
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton). 
“Term limits for the Senate 
President was passed in 1993 
as a reform to prevent the 
centralization and homogeniza-
tion of power after one Senate 
president held his position over 
the course of three different de-
cades. Reversing this rule isn’t 
a step towards progress, it’s an 

unfortunate step back in time.”

“By eliminating the term limit 
protection, the senate is allow-
ing Sen. Karen Spilka to remain 
Senate President for life,” said 
Paul Craney, spokesman for 
the Mass Fiscal Alliance. “This 
type of absolute power will lead 
to corruption in the Massa-
chusetts Legislature, it’s just a 
matter of time.”

(A “Yes” vote is for repealing 
the 8-year term limit. A “No” 
vote is for the keeping the 
8-year term limit.)

REPEAL TERM LIMITS FOR THE SENATE PRESIDENT (S 17)
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

HELP WANTED CUSTODIAL/ HANDYMAN
Looking for full or part 

time help Custodial/ 
Handyman McCarthy Self 
Storage Medford contact 

Maria (781)396-7724

Deadline to Apply is February 
24

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and the 
City’s Department of Racial 
and Social Justice (RSJ) today 
invite Somerville residents and 
workers to apply to fill three 
open community seats on the 
Public Safety for All Task Force. 
Task force members will review 
feedback from thousands of 

community members, as well 
as expert testimonials and 
independent data to craft public 
safety policy recommendations 
for the City of Somerville. Ap-
plications are available starting 
Monday, January 30, at 8 a.m. 
and must be received by Friday, 
February 24, at 7 p.m.

Along with these three commu-
nity seats, the 13-member task 
force will consist of commu-
nity advocates, subject matter 
experts, and City officials. All 
community member applicants 
must live or work in Somerville 
and must be at least 17 years of 
age.

Public Safety for All Task Force 
members will be compensated 
for their time. Members will be 

expected to attend meetings up 
to five hours per week over a 
period of no longer than eight 
months. The meetings will be 
hosted both virtually and in 
person with a hybrid option. 
Task Force members should 
also be prepared to attend 
potential additional meetings 
for subcommittees and inde-
pendent work. The City will 
provide access and/or training 
for any community members 
who are interested in partici-
pating but are concerned that 
virtual meetings may create an 
access barrier.

In addition to drafting emer-
gency response recommenda-
tions, Task Force members will 
also evaluate other public safety 
concerns in Somerville and 

recommend policies that help 
combat systemic racism and 
institutional barriers as they 
relate to public safety.

How to Apply: Deadline Friday, 
February 24
The Public Safety for All Task 
Force application will be avail-
able online starting Monday, 
January 30, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. 
on the City website at somer-
villema.gov, the RSJ website 
at somervillema.gov/RSJ, and 
will be shared via City and 
RSJ social media feeds. Com-
munity members can also pick 
up printed applications at the 
Somerville City Hall front desk 
or by calling the RSJ Depart-
ment at 781-808-8344.

Applications are due by 7 p.m. 

on Friday, February 24, 2023. 
Applicants can fill out the on-
line form, email their responses 
to rsj@somervillema.gov, or 
hand-deliver or mail them to 
Somerville City Hall, Attn: RSJ 
Department, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143.

As part of RSJ’s ongoing initia-
tives, community members are 
encouraged to take the Public 
Safety for All Survey – a core 
component of the community 
feedback that the Public Safety 
for All Task Force will review 
and consider when making 
policy recommendations to the 
City.

RSJ is reachable for questions 
or more information at rsj@
somervillema.gov.

MAYOR BALLANTYNE AND RSJ DEPARTMENT SEEKS COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY FOR ALL TASK FORCE
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847COCO FLOW 

STYLE BARBER 
SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

85A Broadway Somerville MA 02145

LOVING SOMERVILLE THAT MUCH!

We love Somerville and 
we are going to fight for 
what is right! We are for 
the people,
William “Billy” Tauro

Premiere on Broadway Hiring!
Email koryn.zammuto8@gmail.com

MULTIPLE TEEN SPACES OPEN IN SOMERVILLE FOR FALL & WINTER 2022

Scattered pieces from a scrabble 
game on top of the game board

Multiple teen spaces are open 
and operating through the 

Somerville Public Schools, 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
and the Somerville Public 
Libraries. They include:

Edgerly Education Center – 33 
Cross Street
Ages 12 to 18
Open weekdays 2:30 to 8 p.m.

Art Haus – Powderhouse Field 
House – 850 Broadway
Ages 12 to18
Space focused on serving the 
LGBTQ+ youth and allies
Theater Programming: Mon-
days & Fridays, 6 to 8 p.m.
Parks & Rec Programming: 
Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m.

While the Administration oper-

ates these temporary spaces, 
Design, Engineering and In-
novation Lab (DEILab) interns 
are at work to identify suitable 
spaces and programming for a 
future dedicated Teen Center.

“As a mother of a teenager my-
self, I know the importance of 
creating safe, engaging spaces 
for teens to relax, seek support, 

or just get some homework 
help,” said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne. “Our temporary teen 
spaces for fall and winter 2022, 
as well as our teen-internship 
led search for a permanent teen 
center, are important steps to 
learning how to shape a space 
that serves the diverse needs 
of teenagers navigating today’s 
world.”

The City of Somerville seeks 
20 community members to 
participate in a 75-minute 
online focus group about the 
historic Armory building at 191 
Highland Ave. This focus group 
is one part of the ongoing 
Armory Master Plan process, 
which will guide the Armory’s 
future as a vibrant arts center 

for years to come.

In 2020, the City acquired the 
Armory building to preserve 
the facility as a space for the 
arts. Since then, an advisory 
committee of local municipal 
leaders and artists has worked 
with the City’s consultant, 
Create Today, to develop the 

Armory Master Plan. The 
Armory Master Plan will guide 
the building’s transition into a 
public arts center and outline 
how the space will be managed. 
The final plan is expected later 
this year.
Interested focus group partici-
pants should complete a brief 
preliminary questionnaire 

by Thursday, February 23, at 
somervillema.gov/armory. 
Selected participants will be 
contacted directly to schedule 
the focus group.
Individuals with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective communi-
cation, written materials in al-
ternative formats, or reasonable 

modifications in policies and 
procedures, in order to access 
the programs and activities of 
the City or to attend meetings, 
should contact the City’s ADA 
Coordinator, Adrienne Pome-
roy, at 617-625-6600 x2059 or 
apomeroy@somervillema.gov.

PARTICIPATE IN A FOCUS GROUP TO SHAPE 
THE FUTURE OF SOMERVILLE’S ARMORY BUILDING
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

JANET GHIOZZI LAER 
REALTY PARTNERS 

(978) 984- 2038

Buyers looking for their first, or next, home and sellers looking for the 
best outcome from their home sale can contact Janet L Ghiozzi 

at (978) 984-2038

OLD GLORY FLAGPOLE COMPANY

Now until in of year Christmas special 25’ flagpole complete with revolving 
truck 4” gold ball 4×6 American flag installed $1250 . Looking for that unique gift.

SOMERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
WEEKLY CRIME UPDATE

Residential Breaking & Entering

23005906: On 2/3/23 at approximately 9:58 AM, Somerville Police responded to an 
apartment complex on Canal St for report of a past breaking and entering. Upon 
arrival, officers spoke with the victim who stated the lock on his storage locker was 
cut. Nothing was reported missing.

Residential Breaking & Entering

23005547: On 2/1/23 at approximately 9:12 AM, a male party called the station and 
reported his bike was stolen from the front hallway of his residence on Sterling St.

Other Crimes:
• 2 MV Thefts
• 1 Car Break
• 3 Package Thefts
• 3 Catalytic Converter Thefts
• 3 MV Vandalisms
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING JAMES J. (JIMMY) LENNON

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

Our sincere condolences to 
friends and family of Jim 
Lennon. He will be sadly 
missed here In Somerville by 
many.
OBITUARY
Lennon, James John of Bill-
erica, Formerly of Somerville 
passed away unexpectedly in 
his home on January 9th.

He was 57 years young.
Born and raised in Somer-
ville to the late Anita (Se-
rina) and Ronald Lennon. 
The son of a fallen Somer-
ville Firefighter, Jim was very 
proud of his Somerville roots 
and cherished his childhood 
friends
Jimmy had a flare for fashion 

and jewelry making and he 
loved “styling” his friends. 
He loved music and dancing 
and singing along to Donna 
Summer. He looked forward 
to his trips to Florida and 
Disney and had a deep love 
for his friends and for his 
nephews Cael and Colin. Jim 
had a special loving bond 
with his mother, whom he 
cared for, for many years 
during her illness. Jim was 
a selfless, giving and sup-
portive son, friend and uncle 
with a contagious laugh and 
wonderful sense of humor.
Jim dearly loved his fur-
babies-4 yorkies that were 
siblings he adopted together 
because he didn’t want them 

to be separated. He was loyal 
beyond words and would 
give the shirt off his back, 
and he did just that, for 
many.
There will be a Celebration 
of Life in honor of Jim on 
February 19th at 5pm at TJ 
Callahan’s function room, 
1475 Main Street in Tewks-
bury. Friends are welcome to 
attend and to donate to the 
GoFundMe Page established 
to assist with expenses at: 
https://gofund.me/2143bb53. 
All donations are welcome 
and appreciated. We’d like 
to give Jim the long over-
due and proper send-off he 
deserves.
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

THIS WEEK’S QUOTABLE QUOTES ON BEACON HILL

By Bob Katzen

“My office will always 
advocate for consumers, 
especially when they are 
preyed on by a company 
that engages in unfair and 
unlawful business prac-
tices. We were able to hold 
Safe Home Security and its 
sister companies ac

countable for their alleged 
deceptive tactics, securing 
millions in debt relief for 
consumers, and we will 
continue to hold bad actors 
accountable.”

—Attorney General An-
drea Campbell on her 
office’s $6.5 million settle-
ment, including $4.7 mil-

lion in debt relief, with a 
Connecticut-based home 
security services company 
to resolve allegations that 
the company violated state 
consumer protection laws 
by deceptively trapping 
Massachusetts consumers 
in long-term auto renewal 
contracts and engaging 
in illegal debt collection 
practices.

“Every day I hear from 
families in my district 
who are facing eviction, 
rent increases and housing 
instability. I am committed 
to using every tool avail-
able to address the housing 
crisis, deliver immediate re-
lief to families in need and 
to work collaboratively to 
create a system that makes 
housing truly affordable for 
all.”

—Sen. Lydia Edwards who, 
along with Rep. Mike Con-
nolly (D-Cambridge), last 
week launched the Housing 
for All Caucus in the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature.

“MassDOT is pleased 
to work collaboratively 
with municipal lead-
ers, Metropolitan Area 
Planning Councils and 
Regional Planning Agen-
cies to further the goals 
of Safe Streets for All. We 
will continue to support 
the development of safety 
action plans and continue 
to work with our partners 
to improve transportation 
infrastructure to help make 
travel safer for the public 
whether people choose 
to walk, bike, take public 
transportation or drive.”
— Transportation Secretary 

Gina Fiandaca announc-
ing $30.6 million has been 
awarded to 17 municipali-
ties and Regional Planning 
Agencies through the first 
round of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
Safe Streets and Roads for 
All Grant Program.

“This is a hard conversation 
to have right now, because 
the consensus is, ‘hey, we 
have lots of money, let’s cut 
taxes.’ And then times get 
bad, and they’re coming 
real fast, when times get 
bad, we can’t raise taxes. So 
we cut services.”
—Sen. Pat Jehlen (D-
Somerville) cautioning 
about reducing state taxes.

By Bob Katzen

This bill would permit 
cities and towns to allow 
non-citizens over age 18 
to vote in local municipal 
elections. The elections in 
which non-citizens could 
vote include an election 
for mayor, school com-
mittee, city council, town 
council, board of select-
men, select board elec-
tions, a school committee 
referendum and a local 
ballot referendum.

“Non-citizen residents of 

Massachusetts are already 
participating deeply in 
civic life by attending 
parent-teacher confer-
ences, working toward 
college degrees, donating 
their time for community 
projects, running local 
businesses, and of course, 
paying their taxes,” said 
sponsor Rep. Mike Con-
nolly (D-Cambridge). 
“That is why I am proud 
to refile this legislation 
to extend voting rights 
in municipal elections to 
noncitizen voters of the 
commonwealth.”

A similar bill filed by Con-
nolly last year was shipped 
off to a study commit-
tee where bills are rarely 
actually studied and are 
essentially defeated. It is 
a way to kill a proposal 
without holding a vote on 
the bill itself.

By Bob Katzen

This bill adds mental 
health of students to the 
current list of physical 
illnesses that qualify as 
a legitimate reason for a 
student’s absence from 
school. Under the bill, 
students who are absent 

due to mental or behav-
ioral health will also be 
offered the opportunity 
to meet with a certified 
school counselor upon re-
turning to school but will 
not be required to do so. 
Rep. Carol Doherty (D-
Taunton) sponsored the 
legislation that was origi-

nally initiated and backed 
by the Class of 2021 at 
Oliver Ames High School 
in Easton.

“Mental health is just as 
important as physical 
health, and our students 
deserve the same level of 
understanding and ac-

commodation for mental 
health symptoms,” said 
Doherty. “This bill will 
help ensure that students 
who are struggling with 
mental health symptoms 
are not penalized, and that 
they receive the support 
they need to succeed in 
school. State government 

must rise to meet the 
needs of our students, es-
pecially as the COVID-19 
pandemic laid bare the 
mental health crisis many 
face.”

MENTAL HEALTH OF STUDENTS (HD 2208)

ALLOW NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE (HD 3946) Continued from front page
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

GovHR Will Lead Nationwide 
Search to Identify Candidates 
Who Align With City’s Com-
munity-Driven Approach to 
Public Safety

SOMERVILLE – The City has 
selected GovHR to lead the 
search for a new Somerville 
Chief of Police. GovHR, a na-
tional public-sector executive 
recruitment firm, will con-
duct a rigorous recruitment 
process over the next several 
months to identify candidates 
with the requisite experience 
and principles to lead the 
Somerville Police Department 
(SPD).

Somerville Chief of Police 
David Fallon retired from the 
Somerville Police force in De-
cember 2020 after 21 years of 

service. Chief Charles Femino 
accepted the role of Acting 
Chief at that time taking on 
pandemic public safety emer-
gency response duties as well 
as the ongoing work of the 
department. He will continue 
serving as Acting Chief until a 
new chief is appointed.

“Selecting the right candidate 
to lead Somerville’s Police 
Department is an immense 
responsibility, and one that 
demands a thoughtful and 
intentional recruitment,” said 
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. 
“Our search must result in a 
pool of candidates who are 
both professionally qualified 
and ready to join our efforts 
to pursue a community-driv-
en approach to public safety 
for all. GovHR exceeded the 

strict criteria we set to find 
the right recruitment partner, 
and I look forward to working 
with them.”

The City’s review of propos-
als from external recruiters 
was led by an Evaluation 
Committee and the Police 
Chief Search Committee 
consisting of City Councilors, 
constituents, and City staff. 
The process involved a rigor-
ous review of qualifications, 
plan of services, references, 
past performance, as well as 
diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion recruitment experience. 
GovHR was selected as the 
best firm to recruit Police 
Chief candidates on behalf of 
the City. The firm has over 30 
years of experience recruit-
ing for leadership positions in 

the public-sector and shares 
Somerville’s commitment to 
equity, diversity, and accessi-
bility. GovHR has successfully 
recruited for almost 80 Chief 
of Police roles in 14 states.

“Central to this search is se-
curing candidates who under-
stand the importance of the 
work we are doing to ensure 
equity and public safety for 
all,” said Department of Racial 
and Social Justice Director 
Denise Molina Capers. “We 
are excited to have GovHR on 
board and are deeply commit-
ted to continuing a process 
that is reflective of and priori-
tizes our shared community 
values.”

Over the coming months, 
GovHR will conduct a 

comprehensive, nationwide 
search that will progress in six 
phases, beginning with infor-
mation gathering, progressing 
through public engagement, 
and culminating in candidate 
approval by Somerville’s City 
Council and final appoint-
ment by Mayor Ballantyne.

Stakeholders from the City 
will be deeply engaged with 
every phase of the search to 
ensure the recruitment is 
identifying the best candidates 
for Somerville’s unique needs 
as a municipality and com-
munity. More updates will 
be shared about engagement 
opportunities and the hir-
ing process as next steps are 
pursued.

SOMERVILLE SELECTS FIRM TO LEAD SEARCH FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT CHIEF
Continued from front page

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 7AM-9AM 
(DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

Use the Sand for Better Traction on Icy Surfaces This Winter
A blue barrel filled with sand is situated on the roadside of a sidewalk

Have you seen blue sand barrels around your neighborhood? The 
City of Somerville Department of Public Works has distributed sand 

citywide for residential use.

Sand increases traction on icy surfaces and, since it is less corro-
sive than salt-based ice melt, helps maintain the conditions of our 

sidewalks and other infrastructure. For our full Winter Guide, visit 
somervillema.gov/snow.

THOSE BLUE SAND BARRELS ARE 
FOR YOU:

Prepare for Future Snowfall 
this Winter
This week’s snowfall brought 
out the shovels. Some re-
minders for shoveling as we 
continue through the Winter 
season:

Sidewalks must be cleared 
to the pavement within 6 
daylight hours after snow 
stops falling.
Per state ADA requirements 
and City ordinance, side-
walks must be shoveled to a 

minimum of 36 inches wide.
Seniors and homeowners 
with disabilities can apply for 
assistance through our Teen 
Snow Shoveling Program.
Be sure to salt, sand, or shov-
el again as needed to prevent 
slipping as snow melts and 

refreezes to ice.

Shoveling protects the safety 
of you and your neighbors. 
See our full Winter Guide.
Somerville Ma.gov

WHAT’S YOUR SNOW SHOVELING PLAN?
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DIVEST FROM COMPANIES THAT SELL FIREARMS OR AMMUNITION (HD 3225)

By Bob Katzen

This bill would guarantee 
free public higher educa-
tion as a right for all stu-
dents who have attended 
a high school in Massa-
chusetts for three or more 
years and graduated from 
a Bay State high school.

The measure creates a 
grant program to cover 
tuition and mandatory 

fees for Massachusetts 
residents attending a state 
public university. For 
students who meet certain 
low-income eligibility, the 
legislation gives additional 
aid in grants to cover the 
additional costs of attend-
ing the school including 
room and board, books 
and supplies, transporta-
tion and personal ex-
penses.

“This bill matters because 
state funding for public 
higher education in Mas-
sachusetts has been cut 
drastically in the past 20 
years resulting in sig-
nificant tuition and fee 
increases and one of the 
fastest-growing student 
debt burdens in the na-
tion,” said sponsor Sen. 
Jamie Eldridge (D-Marl-
borough).

By Bob Katzen

This bill would require 
the state’s Pension Reserve 
Investment Management 
(PRIM) fund to divest 
state funds from compa-
nies that derive more than 
15 percent of revenues 
from the sale or manu-
facturing of ammunition, 
firearms or firearm acces-
sories used for civilian, 
non-military, non-police 
purposes. PRIM handles 
and pays retirement ben-
efits to state employees 
and teachers.

“When the treasurer’s 
Office brought this bill to 

me for consideration, I 
thought it was important 
legislation for Massachu-
setts to reflect its values 
with its investments,” said 
sponsor Rep. Jay Livings-
ton (D-Boston).

“Massachusetts has en-
acted some of the strictest 
gun laws in the United 
States and has one of 
the lowest rates of gun 
violence as a result. The 
divestment proposed in 
this legislation would 
generate awareness of the 
dangers of firearms and 
send a clear message to 
gun violence victims and 
survivors everywhere 
that we stand with them 

by divesting from these 
firearm companies that 
have failed to demonstrate 
a willingness to engage 
with shareholders and 
address the safety of their 
products.”

FREE COLLEGE EDUCATION (SD 1946)

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS
Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 

delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up 
to date with the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 

provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, 

or sampling one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street 
Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148

MARIJUANA AND FIRST RESPONDERS (SD 2230)

This bill would require the Can-
nabis Control Commission and 
the Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security to study 
and report to the Legislature on 
the barriers that first respond-
ers face about their legal right 

to use cannabis.
“As we move away from can-
nabis prohibition, we should 
ensure we do not hold on to 
pre-existing, bias-driven bans,” 
said sponsor Sen. Julian Cyr 
(D-Truro). “I filed [the bill] to 

investigate the existing barriers 
to first responders’ legal right to 
use cannabis … The bill would 
also explore the effectiveness 
of cannabis in treating anxiety, 
depression, stress, PTSD and 
other traumas.”

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE

CAROL-ANN’S OBITU-
ARY:

HYNES, Carol-Ann 
(Walsh) – Of Medford 
February 8, 2023.

Former wife of the late 

Joseph P. Hynes Sr. Loving 
mother of Daniel Hynes of 
Marblehead, Kevin Hynes 
of Cambridge, Michelle 
Hynes and her husband 
Matt of PA, Lynda Gagne’ 
of NH, Joseph P. Hynes Jr. 
of Burlington and Carol-

Ann Hynes of North An-
dover. Sister of Joan Bor-
erro of FL, the late Donna 
Burke and Francis Walsh. 
Dear grandmother of 
Emma Catherine, Anna, 
Emma, Sarah and Caden. 
Funeral procession from 

the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home, 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville, Thursday 
morning at 10:30, fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass 
in St. Joseph Church, 
Medford at 11:30. Rela-

tives and friends invited. 
Calling hours Wednesday 
4:00 – 7:00. Interment 
Puritan Lawn Cemetery, 
Peabody. In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made 
in Carol-Ann’s memory to 
Alz.org

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING CAROL-ANN HYNES
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS
(781)729-1040     34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC   SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist Somerville (617)629-9300
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

PREMIERE ON BROADWAY SOMERVILLE’S #1 HOTSPOT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


