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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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NORFOLK ST.
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH 

REAL ESTATE

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com       Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com  
(617)818-5736                                        (617)610-5382

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH BYRNE FOR WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED FOR THE 
HIGHEST SALES IN BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER!

Deborah Byrne
Relocation Director, Government Certified
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty 
Cell: (617) 201- 4730
Website: http://www.debbyrne.com

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING TIMOTHY J. “TJ” HARDY
TIMOTHY’S OBITUARY

Rogan/Hardy, Timothy 
James, also known as T.J 
passed away suddenly 
from undetermined find-
ings on December 29, 
2022.

He is survived by his 

mother Jeannine Rogan 
and Alexander Korikis. 
He is the nephew of Mark 
B. Rogan and Caroline 
Hardy and the late Joanne 
Hardy, John P. Rogan and 
Christopher E. Rogan. The 
grandson of the late John 
J. Rogan Jr. and Margaret 
T. (Kelly) Rogan. He is 

also survived by many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
extended family members 
and friends.
TJ’s services were held 
privately at Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Malden.
In honor of TJ’s name, 
one may send a sympathy 
to Jeannine Rogan and 

Alex Korikis 5 Kimball 
Ct., Building 5 Apt 202, 
Woburn, MA 01801.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING HELEN T. HARRIS

INFLAMMATORY BREAST CANCER (H 3147)

HELEN’S OBITUARY

Helen T. Harris, a life-
long Somerville resi-
dent, passed away on 
January 11, 2023, she 
was 78. Born and raised 

in Somerville she was 
the cherished daughter 
of the late Winifred M. 
(Fahey) and Clifford F. 
Harris.

Helen was the beloved 
partner of 56 years to 

Joseph Alibrandi of 
Somerville and the dear 
sister of Bernadette, 
Sheila, and the late 
Mary, Robert and Paul.
She was a loving aunt to 
many nieces and neph-
ews and grandnieces 

and grand nephews.
Funeral Services will be 
announced.

ANTHONY’S 
OBITUARY

Salvato, Anthony F.– Of 
Malden, passed away on 
January 12, 2023 at Beth 
Israel Hospital. He was 69 

years old.

Born in Boston and raised 
in Somerville, he was the 
son of the late Anthony 
and Ivy M. (Thomas) 
Salvato.
Complete obit to follow.

Calling Hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home 855 Broad-
way (Powder House Sq.) 
Somerville, on Mon-
day, January 23rd from 
3:00PM to 7:00PM.
Relatives and friends are 

invited to attend.
Words of remembrance 
will be said in the funeral 
home at 6:30PM.
Interment is private.

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate ap-
proved, and former-Gov. 
Baker signed into law, a 
bill that would establish 
the second Tuesday of 

every October as “Inflam-
matory Breast Cancer 
Awareness Day” in the 
Bay State.

“This designation will go 
a long way to increase 

awareness and strengthen 
efforts to provide edu-
cation about this rare 
and aggressive disease,” 
said sponsor Rep. Sean 
Garballey (D-Arlington). 
“Inflammatory Breast 

Cancer is the most aggres-
sive form of breast cancer 
and the least understood. 
Many women receiving 
this diagnosis have never 
heard of Inflammatory 
Breast Cancer or its pre-

sentation. Inflammatory 
Breast Cancer accounts 
for 1 percent to 5 percent 
of all breast cancer cases 
yet represents 10 percent 
of all deaths due to breast 
cancer.”

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING ANTHONY F. SALVATO

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING HOMER “SONNY” H. KINGSBURY

HOMER “SONNY”‘S 
OBITUARY

U.S. Veteran
Kingsbury, Homer “Sonny”— 
94,Of Somerville, passed away 
on January 15, 2023.
Born in Brighton. He was the 
son of the late Homer and Sarah 
(O’Hanley) Kingsbury.

Sonny was the beloved husband 

of Constance “Connie” (DiP-
irro) Kingsbury. Devoted father 
of Harold “Hal” Kingsbury and 
his wife Colleen of Melrose, 
Janet Lavery and her husband 
Paul of Revere, and Jill Zubrycki 
and her late husband Michael of 
Malden. Loving grandfather of 
Jacqueline, Mark, Ryan, Caitlin 
and Luke. The dear great-grand-

father of Joseph, Emma Colin, 
Desmond, Gavin, Tara and 
Theo. The brother of the late 
Elsie, Virginia, Eva, and his twin 
sister Audry.
Calling Hours will be Monday 
morning, January 23rd from 
9:00AM to 11:00AM. Followed 
by a funeral mass celebrated in 
St. Clement Church, 64 Warner 

St., Medford, MA.
Relatives and friends are invited 
to attend.
Services will conclude with 
entombment at Holy Cross, 
Mausoleum.
In lieu of flowers contribu-
tions may be made to Disabled 
American Veterans.
Late U.S. Army Veteran, Korea.
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: WHY IS THE SOUTH MIDDLESEX REGISTRY OF DEEDS 
STILL PARTIALLY SHUT DOWN? MARIA IS USING TAXPAYERS!

 By William Tauro

Does anybody know when 
the Registry of Deeds will 
be fully opened again on 
Cambridge Street? We 
know that the Covid19 
Pandemic work remote 
at home was in 2019 but 
some took advantage of 
the situation and milked 

it and made it last at until 
the end of 2021, but for 
God sakes it’s 2023 and 
Maria is taking us all for a 
ride!

Maria Curtatone who just 
happens to be our South 
Middlesex Registrar of 
Deeds is taking everybody 
for a ride on the taxpayer’s 

expense.

We heard that she was 
supposed to have moved 
that entire office to the 
new legal law center at 
Cummings Way com-
plex located in Woburn, 
the same move that the 
Middlesex Registry of 
Probate had to make two 
years ago, but Maria 

pissed and moaned and 
refused to move! Why 
should she? She only 
shows up and comes into 
work once a month if that 
so why should she have 
someone keeping tabs on 
her? Where is her boss the 
Secretary of State when 
all of this is happening? 
Crickets!

It’s time for Maria Cur-
tatone to leave office. 
“It’s time for Change!” 
My motto from the very 
beginning was to be 
getting rid of two Cur-
tatone’s for the price 
of one! So stay tuned! 

PENNYWORTH’S FAMOUS 
BRANDS OF AFFORDABLE 

PRICES! (781)595-6710

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: 
WHEN DID THE SCHOOL COMMITEE START MAKING LAWS?

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate 
approved and former Gov. 
Baker signed into law a 
bill that designates April 
24 as Right Whale Day to 

promote the preservation 
of the critically endan-
gered North Atlantic Right 
Whale.

“The North Atlantic right 
whale is part of our rich 

maritime history and yet 
our official state marine 
mammal is at risk of 
extinction,” said sponsor 
Rep. Josh Cutler (D-Dux-
bury). “Establishing this 
annual day to celebrate 

right whales will help 
promote education and 
protection efforts.”
Rep. Cutler credited his 
constituent Matt Delaney 
of Pembroke for coming 
up with this idea.

RIGHT WHALE DAY (H 3869)

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Put this on full blast . 🛑
🛑Everyone in 2023 has
their own risks . We are all 
grownups and can figure 
this one out. When did 
the school commitee start 
making laws?

To mandate masking for 
children is just weird 
at this point. I will pull 
my kids. 🛑 next meeting
please speak up. 1/23/2023
Email this guy 🛑 jcurley2@
k12.somerville.ma.us
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian din-
ing experience that will keep 
you coming back for more” 
“Definitely a two thumbs up 
rating and absolutely worth 
checking them out!” Somer-

ville/Medford News Weekly/
Boston News Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio din-
ing is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social 
media channels. Please stay 
tuned for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will 
be available through our 
website, over the phone and 
in person. Starting Tuesday, 
for every gift card purchase 
over $100, we will add an ad-
ditional $20 gift card as a way 
to thank you for your support.

If there is anything in par-
ticular you would like to see 
from us or if you need help 
preparing food at home for 
your families please reach 
out and we will do our best 
to help. Whether it be recipe 
ideas with random things you 

might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help 
with please don’t hesitate to 
ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your contin-
ued support.

https://www.atavolawin-
chester.com/

It’s a disappointing shame 
that our elected officials are 
ignoring all of these hor-
rific conditions for over so 
many years. It should have 
been dealt with and done 
with automatically without 
hesitation!
 
All of these elected officials 
they were CCed here in this 
letter, selfishly rallied for 
pay raises for themselves 
for their own personal gain
 . They even rallied for 
having the city hoof the 
bill for their own personal 
office staff!  Simply put 
“Greed !”

Our police, firefighters and 
all first responders deserve 
better ! Give them the 
tools they need to keep us 
safe and the accommoda-
tions to keep them healthy 
and safe as well! It’s time for 

change!

An important message 
from Local 76 concerning 
the conditions of firehouses 
citywide.
Ben Ewen-Campen, Ward 3 
City Councilor
Judy for Somerville
Councilor Kristen Strezo, 
Somerville City Councilor 
At-Large
Willie For Somerville
Charlotte Kelly for Somer-
ville
Councilor-At-Large Jake 
Wilson
Matt McLaughlin
JT Scott for Ward 2
Councilor Clingan
Beatriz Gómez-Mouakad 
Somerville Ward 5 City 
Councilor
Lance Davis Ward 6 City 
Council
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS NEGLECTING
 SAFETY AND HEALTH CONDITIONS FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

THE FOUR CHAPLAINS REMEMBERED IN MEDFORD
Continued from front page

On Sunday February 5, 
the Middlesex County 
Council, American Legion 
together with Malden Post 
69 and Medford Post 45 
will conduct a ceremony 
to honor and remember 

the four chaplains that 
sacrificed their lives to 
save others.

This is 79th anniversary of 
the sinking of the United 
States Army Transport 
Dorchester and the selfless 
acts of four Army chap-
lains aboard. The Dorches-
ter tragically sunk on Feb. 
3, 1943, while crossing the 
North Atlantic, transport-
ing troops to an Ameri-
can base in Greenland. 
A German U-boat fired 
a torpedo that struck the 
Dorchester, killing 672 

of the 902 officers and 
enlisted men, merchant 
seamen and civilian work-
ers aboard. Many of those 
survivors owe their lives to 
the courage and leadership 
exhibited by four chap-
lains of different faiths, 
who, in sacrificing their 
lives, created a unique 
legacy of brotherhood.

As soldiers rushed to life-
boats, Reverend George 
Fox (Methodist), Jewish 
Rabbi Alexander Goode, 
Reverend Clark Poling 
(Dutch Reformed) and 

Father John Washington 
(Roman Catholic) com-
forted the wounded and 
directed others to safety. 
One survivor watched the 
chaplains distribute life 
jackets, and when they ran 
out, they removed theirs 
and gave them to four 
young men.

As the Dorchester sank, 
the chaplains were seen 
linked arm in arm, pray-
ing.

American Legion posts 
nationwide remember 

Four Chaplains Day with 
memorial services that pay 
tribute to the courageous 
chaplains and the brave 
young men who lost their 
lives on that fateful night.

This year the service will 
be held at 2:00 pm at St 
Raphael Church 512 High 
Street in Medford, MA.

FOR INFORMATION 
CALL GEORGE SA-
HADY 781-324-9570
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121

SOMERVILLE SEEKS NONPROFIT PROPOSALS TO HELP CLOSE GENDER WAGE GAP

Two Million in ARPA Funding 
Is Available for Area Nonprof-
its to Support Programs That 
Address Gender Pay Dispar-
ity, Particularly for Women of 
Color
Applications Will Be Accepted 
Until January 31, 2023

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne announces 
that the City of Somerville is 
now seeking proposals that 
aim to address the gender wage 
gap, particularly for women 
of color who face the greatest 
pay disparity. Programs that 
create and maintain employ-
ment opportunities for low- 
and moderate-income women 

residing in the city are sought. 
The grants are made possible 
by the City’s American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds, the 
Job Creation and Retention 
Trust, City funds, and funds 
generated from development 
impact fees. Proposals will 
be accepted until January 31, 
2023.

“The gender wage gap threat-
ens not only the economic se-
curity of women, but also their 
families and children, which 
can be especially concerning 
for single-parent households. 
We can do better to break 
this cycle. We know that job 
creation and career support 
services are integral tools in 
our battle to ensure pay equity, 
particularly for women of 
color who suffer the largest 
pay gaps,” said Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne. “With this call for 
proposals, we are looking for 
innovative, forward-thinking 
projects that create not just 

jobs, but careers, for low- and 
moderate-income Somer-
ville women. I know our area 
nonprofits will answer this call 
with gusto.”

A review committee from the 
Office of Strategic Planning 
and Community Development, 
which is overseeing the call 
for proposals, will evaluate all 
proposals. Projects particularly 
sought include:
Training in high-demand 
industries
Career navigation services
CORI expungement
Digital and financial literacy 
training programs
Paid internships for low-in-
come first-generation students
Consideration will also be 
given to proposals that identify 
other needs, as well as innova-
tive programming models that 
contribute to closing the wage 
gap for women, particularly 
women of color.

Interested organizations can 
download the Request for 
Proposal package here: http://
www.somervillema.gov/wfd. 
Print copies are available by 
emailing WFD@somervillema.
gov.

For further information, please 
contact WFD@somervillema.
gov.

The City of Somerville has 
been allocated $77,504,170 
from the federal American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to aid 
in local pandemic recovery ef-
forts. Informed by input from 
nearly 2,000 survey responses, 
dozens of focus groups, two 
public forums, and a 14-mem-
ber advisory committee, the 
City has been designating 
ARPA funds for a wide range 
of recovery purposes. To date, 
$57,600,000 of ARPA funding 
has been allocated to pandemic 
recovery efforts ranging from 
direct aid for households to 

critical infrastructure invest-
ments.

The unprecedented workforce 
impacts of the pandemic con-
centrated job losses and work 
hour reductions in low-wage 
jobs, which are disproportion-
ately held by women of color. 
This new grant program aims 
to support earnings recovery 
as well as create longer-term 
gender and racial wage parity 
for women.

In line with the recommenda-
tions of the Mayor’s ARPA Ad-
visory Committee, ARPA ap-
plicants must detail how their 
projects meet core values and 
funding priorities as noted in 
the applicant package. To learn 
more about the City’s current 
ARPA projects and funding 
parameters, visit http://www.
somervillema.gov/arpa.

By Arthur Moore
Today I am making some 
eggplant. It is a nostalgic 
thing with me. A vivid 
memory of Park Street 
where we had so many 
wonderful neighbors and 
knew them and socialized 
with them. One day when 
coming home from the 
Central Hospital over 60 
years ago my mother was 
not home.
I went a couple of doors 
down to Anne Donna-
ruma’s house. She asked 
me if I had lunch and I 
said no. So she put this 
eggplant in front of me. I 
wanted no part of that as 
it did not look like any-
thing I had ever seen. But 

being in a time where we 
had to be courteous and 
respectful we had to act 
nice and just do it. Sur-
prise! It was great. Next 
time she made it I went 
over and learned how to 
make it. Then went home 
and made it. It has been a 
staple in our house since 
that day. Park Street was 
great back then know-
ing and caring for each 
other. Kids playing with 
each other all the time. 
In and out of each other’s 
houses. We went places 
together. It was a great 
experience looking back. 
I can remember every-
body. Unlike to day. Many 
have passed on but the 

memory really stays on. It 
is so vivid all those great 
times together. It was not 
only the best but sadly not 
seen anymore. But Anne 
was such a nice lady. She 
had to stop and answer 
the phone a lot. But all 
she did was write down 
some numbers. Her sister 
was nice also. Lived over 
the Garden Court Bakery. 
Glad I didn’t, I would still 
be there as they would 
never get me out the door. 
Her husband and myself 
used to listen to Bobby 
Darin together until he 
passed away so young. 
One last thing, I love liv-
ing in the past. It was the 
best.

SOMERVILLE, THE EARLY YEARS
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito 
Breanna L. Rolland
Amy L. Connors
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air Conditioning
 Office (617)625-0386 

Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

PARIS NAILS2 
SOMERVILLE 

COMPLETE NAIL CARE 
FOR 

LADIES & GENTLEMEN 

(617)623-0745
C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 

& MORE MEDFORD
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS teacher in Lang 

Arts and Reading Comp.  Please contact if 
your child is regressing in these vital skills.  

Fee=$30/hr.  
sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

CARBONNEAU INSULA-
TION, LLC (603)598-3491
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Newstalk Shout Out continued from page 2

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

Deborah Byrne, Government Certified Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty

What’s Your Home Worth? Get three automated Estimates – Instantly.

Call me for a no cost appraisal of your property! Ask me about our 2.5% commision savings 
program!

Accolades include: Top 4% Sales Nationwide, Chairmans Circle, Presidents Circle, Relocation 
Director, Notary Public Realtor®, CRS, CBR, CDPE, LMC, Energy Star Certification, Foreclosures 
MASS Certification, AHWD, CSP , SRES and RECS Top Producer in Massachusetts Awards

DEBORAH BYRNE, GOVERNMENT CERTIFIED BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY (617)201-4730

Thirteen-Member Task Force 
Will Propose Model for Civilian 
Oversight Body in Somerville

SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville’s Department of Ra-
cial and Social Justice (RSJ) to-
day announces that it is seeking 
three Somerville community 
members to join RSJ’s Civil-
ian Oversight Task Force. Task 
Force members will explore ci-
vilian oversight models for local 
law enforcement, gather data, 
and engage in research that will 
inform the future of a civilian 
oversight entity in Somerville, 

including its powers, duties, 
composition, and more.

Civilian Oversight boards 
work to enhance accountability 
and transparency in policing 
and build community trust. 
Boards can serve to investigate, 
audit, review, and monitor 
law enforcement processes, 
procedures, training, supervi-
sion practices, and community 
complaints.

In 2020, former Mayor Joseph 
A. Curtatone proposed new ra-
cial and social justice initiatives, 
including a community-driven 
process to establish a civilian 
oversight board. Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and Somerville City 
Councilors have carried for-
ward that priority, and RSJ was 
tasked with launching and sup-
porting the community process.

The 13-member Task Force 
will consist of these three open 
community seats, as well as ad-
ditional community members, 
subject matter experts, and 
other key stakeholders.

All applicants must live or 
work in Somerville. Ideal 
candidates will be invested in 
the expansion of public safety 
and promoting accountability 
in law enforcement models. 
Applicants must be at least 17 
years old.

Civilian Oversight Task Force 
members will be compensated 
for their time. Members will 
be expected to attend meet-
ings, which will be hosted both 
virtually and in-person with a 
hybrid option, up to two hours 
per week over a period of no 

longer than four months. Mem-
bers should also be prepared 
to attend potential additional 
meetings for subcommittees 
and readings. If virtual meet-
ings create a barrier for you, 
please still apply, and our team 
will work to aid you with access 
and/or training.

How to Apply: Deadline Friday, 
February 10
The Civilian Oversight Task 
Force application will be avail-
able online starting Friday, 
January 13, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. 
on the City website at somer-
villema.gov, the RSJ website 
at somervillema.gov/RSJ, and 
will be shared via City and 
RSJ social media feeds. Com-
munity members can also pick 
up printed applications at the 
Somerville City Hall front desk 
or by calling the RSJ Depart-

ment at 781-808-8344.

Applications are due by 7 p.m. 
on Friday, February 10, 2023. 
Applicants can fill out the on-
line form, email their responses 
to rsj@somervillema.gov, or 
hand-deliver or mail them to 
Somerville City Hall, Attn: RSJ 
Department, 93 Highland Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02143.

As part of RSJ’s ongoing initia-
tives, community members 
will also have the opportunity 
later in January to apply to the 
Public Safety for All Task Force, 
the group tasked with generat-
ing policy recommendations 
for the City surrounding the 
Public Safety for All initiative. 
Both application forms will be 
available on the City website, 
RSJ website, and social media 
feeds.

By William Tauro

Prepare to say goodbye to 
any and all the on-street 
parking at the Powder-
house Rotary next to the 
Funeral Home . Once 
they remove that on-street 
parking, we can’t even 
have a place to mourn 
our deceased espe-
cially with that being the 

very last and only funeral 
home that we have left in 
the city  of Somerville! 
Sad! I urge everybody to 
attend this meeting and 
speakup! How much more 
room do they need? When 
is enough enough?
____________________

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and 
Ward 7 Councilor Judy 
Pineda Neufeld invite you 
to a virtual community 
meeting to learn about the 
City’s reconstruction of 
the intersection at Powder 
House Boulevard and Ale-
wife Brook Parkway.
City contractors will 

reconstruct the existing 
traffic circle to create a 
T-shaped intersection 
with traffic signals. Con-
struction will begin this 
winter and is expected to 
continue through the fall 
of 2024.

The meeting will take 
place virtually Wednesday, 
February 1, at 6 p.m. Visit 
somervillema.gov/inter-
sectionredesign to register 
to attend.

The new intersection 
design is intended to 
improve safety for all 
road users by enhancing 
pedestrian and bicycle 

connections, improving 
access for residents, and 
slowing drivers. This proj-
ect is funded with support 
from the Commonwealth’s 
MassWorks Infrastructure 
Program.
The current intersection is 
a high-crash location (48 
crashes between 2014 and 
2021). Focusing efforts on 
the intersections where 
the greatest number of 
crashes occur is a key part 
of the City’s Vision Zero 
Action Plan to eliminate 
traffic deaths and serious 
injuries from our trans-
portation system.
In addition to improving 
the intersection design, 

this project will also 
rehabilitate aging under-
ground infrastructure and 
create a new shared street. 
A shared street is a low-
volume residential street 
that prioritizes people 
walking, rolling, and bik-
ing.
At this meeting, City 
staff will review the 
final design and planned 
improvements as well as 
provide an overview of the 
construction process and 
timeline. Residents will 
then have the opportunity 
to ask questions about the 
project and construction 
process.

POWDER HOUSE BOULEVARD AND ALEWIFE BROOK PARKWAY INTERSECTION
 REDESIGN COMMUNITY MEETING, FEBRUARY 1, 2023 Continued from front page

SOMERVILLE DEPARTMENT OF RACIAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE ANNOUNCES
 COMMUNITY APPLICATIONS FOR CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT TASK FORCE
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

except 11/26, 12/24, & 
12/31
9:30 am – 1:30 pm • 
191 Highland Ave
Brought to you by The 
Center for Arts at the 
Armory

Follow us on Face-
book & Instagram

SOMERVILLE WINTER FARMERS MARKET EVERY SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5-APRIL 8

ADVANCE TIRE & AUTO REPAIR IS HIRING

Are you a hard worker who is willing 
to learn?

Are you not making the money you de-

serve despite putting in the long hours?

Are you committed to solving problems 
once they come your way?

Then we may have the perfect opportu-
nity for you.

Advance Tire & Auto Repair is Hiring.

This Auto Repair Shop in the heart of 
Cambridge has been in business over 
100 years now. We are a full service 
7 lift, 7,000 sqft state of the art repair 
shop. We do everything from brakes, 
tires, Tune ups & oil changes. And 
we work on some of the coolest latest 
model cars

We are looking for someone who 
doesn’t shy away from a challenge, and 

is looking to be rewarded for stepping 
up.

If you are looking for career advance-
ment & a place to do good work every-
day that makes a difference in the lives 
of our customers, look no further.

We are looking to add 1 A Level Tech-
nician & 1 Entry level tech to our team 
right away.

Pay is based on experience.

But we will invest in the right person if 
we see an opportunity.

Some of our top techs started out 
changing tires with us and rapidly 
moved up the ladder. Others have been 
with us 20+ years & will retire here.

So if you are up for the challenge, This 
is the place to grow into the technician 
you were born to be.

Why even consider making a move if 
nothing changes.

So if you are seriously considering a 
change, we believe this would be the 
perfect place to start your journey.

Click the link to fill out our application. 
It takes about three minutes. And after 
reviewing your resume, I will reach out 
to you within the next day to get you 
lined up with the hiring manager.

https://bit.ly/AdvanceTire

Thank you for your consideration
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Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real 
Es-

tate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News 
Weekly Speakup Line,

Somerville Alert #2…
Clarendon Hill Twrs. Bus 
Riders and All Bus Riders 
in the area: Please be extra 
cautious walking in the 
Clarendon Hill Twrs.

MBTA bus terminal! Pot-
holes, cracks, etc. invis-
ible due to being covered 
with snow. Due to the the 
apathy of Judy Peneda 
Neufeld, Vice Chair of 

City Council…it’s been 
6 1/2 months since she 
approached me to speak 
about the urgent neces-
sity to fix the terminal. 
Brad offered the terminal 
would have extra light-
ing…that was around 5 
months ago!#cityofficials
stopphoney
baloneybulls–t
doyourjobs🛑

Sincerely,
Karen Glover

MEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS VARISTY TEAM BIG WIN AGAINST 
SOMERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY’S WINTER CLASSIC

SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

Photos courtesy of Mayor 
Breanna Lungo Koehn’s 
Facebook Page

The Medford High School 
girls Varisty team had 
a big win today against 
Somerville High School at 
Tufts University’s winter 
classic!

The Highlanders fall to 
Medford 6-3 in Medford.

Congratulations girls 🛑

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE:
SOMERVILLE CITY COUNCILORS PLEASE DO YOUR JOBS, 

MBTA BUS TERMINAL! POTHOLES, CRACKS, ETC.
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NOW OFFERING LICENSE TO CARRY CLASSES 
COURSE 

COMPLETED IN ONE DAY FOR SIGN-UP AND DATES 
CALL:617-257-2383 OR 617-776-0765

RETIRED SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER FIREARMS 
INSTRUCTOR JOHN MONTE

Medford Sons of Italy  
42 Alfred StreetMedford/Somerville line.

Sports Bar, Keno  Darts, Corn Hole and Billiard tables. 

Accepting new and old memberships.
Phone 781-874-9577

Email:Medford Soi@gmail.com

MEDFORD SONS OF ITALY 
NOW OPEN!

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

DISCOVER THE JOY OF DANCE THIS SUMMER AT 
NORTHEAST SCHOOL OF BALLET (NSB)!

Northeast School of Ballet 
(NSB) will offer dance programs 
for all ages this summer during 
July. NSB, under the artistic 
direction of Denise Cecere, is a 
ballet school that is recognized 
for training dancers over the 
past 52 years in the Greater 
Boston area. The 2023 summer 
programs will be held at NSB’s 
studios conveniently located 
in historic downtown Reading, 
MA. at 32 Lowell Street, RT 129.

Students will take classes in a 
beautiful facility that features 
sprung floors, high ceilings, and 
air-conditioned studios. The 
studio, originally a church, built 
in 1913, is a registered histori-
cal building with Neo-Gothic 
architecture, including Europe-
an-inspired carved woodwork, 
beautiful stained glass windows, 
and a traditional arched cathe-
dral sanctuary. NSB, a nonprofit 
arts organization, is dedicated 
to creating an environment to 
educate and inspire the next 
generation of artists to reach 
their full potential.

NSB’s Summer Programs

Discover the joy of Dance at 
Northeast School of Ballet 
(NSB) this summer!
NSB, home of the Northeast 
Youth Ballet, will offer pro-
grams for all ages and levels of 
technique. The school believes 
that every student, whether 
they’re an aspiring profes

sional or a beginner studying 
to experience the joy of dance, 
should receive the best pos-
sible training. The dedicated 
faculty take pride in making 
sure all students ages 3 to 20 
receive personalized training 
and individual attention. Each 
summer program has been de-
signed to develop each student 
technically while developing the 
dancer’s self-confidence, focus, 
discipline, and love for the 
art by encouraging creativity 
and imagination in a fun, safe, 
and inspiring environment. 
Visit http://www.NSBinc.org to 
register.

NSB’s Summer Intensive Pro-
gram: Ages 10-20 3-Week

July 10 – 28 * By Audition Only 
1/29/2023
Our 3-week Intensive Summer 
Program (by audition only) is 
designed for career-oriented 
students who are wanting to im-
prove their skills, gain strength 
and broaden their knowledge of 
classical ballet and other forms 
of dance in a rich intensive 
classroom experience. At the 
culmination of the intensive 
program, NSB allows students 
to demonstrate the various 
forms of choreography learned 
throughout the program to 
their family and friends through 
Zoom.
* Pre-registration is required 
for the audition. Visit http://
www.NSBin.org to register for 

Sunday, January 29th, 2023
* Audition Times at NSB Stu-
dios, 32 Lowell Street, Reading, 
MA.
Ages 10-12 11:00am -12:30pm 
Ages 13-20 1:30am -3:00pm

NSB’s Young Dancer’s Program: 
Ages 8-12
2-Weeks: July 17 – 28

NSB’s 2-week Young Dancer’s 
Program is designed for begin-
ner ballet students who want 
to develop their technique, 
have a better understanding of 
terminology, pick up classroom 
combinations and choreography 
and improve on their musical-
ity both in their classical ballet 
training and other forms of 
dance. The faculty encourages 
creativity, self-expression, and 
fundamental movement skills 
in an entertaining, fun, and 
nurturing environment.

Favorite Fairytales-Pre-Ballet 
Programs: Ages 3-7

1-Week: July 10 – 14
Our one-week pre-ballet pro-
grams are designed to develop 
a child’s
physical, emotional, and cogni-
tive development. The Program, 
Favorite Fairytales, will enrich
your child in the art of sto-
rytelling through dance and 
imagination. Children de-
velop performance skills as 
they become part of the story 
with movement, watching the 
ballet, learning choreography, 
prop making, and much more. 
The program will help young 
students prepare for formal 
ballet classes while encouraging 
creativity, self-expression, and 
fundamental movement skills 
in an entertaining, fun, and 
nurturing environment.
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

JANET GHIOZZI 
LAER REALTY 

PARTNERS 
(978) 984- 2038

Buyers looking for their first, or next, home 
and sellers looking for the best outcome from 
their home sale can contact Janet L Ghiozzi 

at (978) 984-2038

HELP WANTED CUSTODIAL/ HANDYMAN

Looking for full or part 
time help Custodial/ 

Handyman McCarthy Self 
Storage Medford contact 

Maria (781)396-7724

Photos by Fox News

By William Tauro

Just when you thought we 
heard enough stupidity 
over the past few years, 
here we go again. Now the 
White House wants to ban 
natural gas cooking stoves! 
Just imagine an Italian 
restaurant trying to cook 
Chicken Cacciatore or a 
Chinese restaurant try-
ing to cook Beef lo mein 
in a wok using an electric 
stove, not happening!

As it is now in Cam-
bridge and in Somerville 
if you try to pull a permit 
to change your old non 
functional water heater 
to replace it, they won’t 
give you a permit because 
they want you to convert 
over to an electric tankless 
water system. The world 

needs to bring back com-
mon sense and fast before 
it’s too late!

PS: Notice the photo Dr 
Jill Biden, President Joe 
Biden’s wife, cooking Joe’s 
dinner on a gas stove. 
Imagine going to Santar-
pio’s and asking them to 
cook a garlic pizza in an 
electric oven definitely 
not happening! Unbeliev-
able! It’s definitely time 
for change to bring back 
common sense!

Your thoughts?

Follow my campaign to 
bring back common sense!

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: 
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR:KITCHEN GAS COOKING STOVES SOON TO BE OUTLAWED!
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847COCO FLOW 

STYLE BARBER 
SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

85A Broadway Somerville MA 02145

LOVING SOMERVILLE THAT MUCH!

We love Somerville and 
we are going to fight for 
what is right! We are for 
the people,
William “Billy” Tauro

Premiere on Broadway Hiring!
Email koryn.zammuto8@gmail.com

MULTIPLE TEEN SPACES OPEN IN SOMERVILLE FOR FALL & WINTER 2022

Scattered pieces from a scrabble 
game on top of the game board

Multiple teen spaces are open 
and operating through the 

Somerville Public Schools, 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
and the Somerville Public 
Libraries. They include:

Edgerly Education Center – 33 
Cross Street
Ages 12 to 18
Open weekdays 2:30 to 8 p.m.

Art Haus – Powderhouse Field 
House – 850 Broadway
Ages 12 to18
Space focused on serving the 
LGBTQ+ youth and allies
Theater Programming: Mon-
days & Fridays, 6 to 8 p.m.
Parks & Rec Programming: 
Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m.

While the Administration oper-

ates these temporary spaces, 
Design, Engineering and In-
novation Lab (DEILab) interns 
are at work to identify suitable 
spaces and programming for a 
future dedicated Teen Center.

“As a mother of a teenager my-
self, I know the importance of 
creating safe, engaging spaces 
for teens to relax, seek support, 

or just get some homework 
help,” said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne. “Our temporary teen 
spaces for fall and winter 2022, 
as well as our teen-internship 
led search for a permanent teen 
center, are important steps to 
learning how to shape a space 
that serves the diverse needs 
of teenagers navigating today’s 
world.”

By Bob Katzen

As the costs for basic ne-
cessities rise, more Mas-
sachusetts residents living 
on the economic margins 
must choose between 
buying groceries and pay-
ing for housing, trans-

portation, childcare and 
other basic utilities. It’s a 
dilemma that plays out in 
hundreds of thousands of 
Massachusetts households 
every day. Hunger and 
access to proper nutrition 
remain pervasive, with 
nearly 1 in 3 adults expe-

riencing food insecurity 
in Massachusetts in 2021.

Join a State House News 
Service/MASSterList 
forum featuring leaders, 
advocates, and experts 
for a discussion of op-
portunities and obstacles 

for Massachusetts to 
stem food insecurity. The 
event is at Massachusetts 
Continuing Legal Educa-
tion (MCLE) in Boston’s 
Downtown Crossing at 10 
Winter Place, Suite #4751 
at 8:15 a.m. on Wednes-
day, January 25. U.S. 

Rep. Jim McGovern will 
provide keynote remarks. 
All ticket proceeds benefit 
The Greater Boston Food 
Bank. Tickets are avail-
able at MASSterList.com/
ending-hunger-in-massa-
chusetts/

FOOD INSECURITY EVENT
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

JANET GHIOZZI LAER 
REALTY PARTNERS 

(978) 984- 2038

Buyers looking for their first, or next, home and sellers looking for the 
best outcome from their home sale can contact Janet L Ghiozzi 

at (978) 984-2038

OLD GLORY FLAGPOLE COMPANY

Now until in of year Christmas special 25’ flagpole complete with revolving 
truck 4” gold ball 4×6 American flag installed $1250 . Looking for that unique gift.

Legal Ad Notice

REQUEST FOR DESIGN SERVICES (RFS)

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites sealed proposals from
registered Engineering firms to provide professional design and construction administration
services to replace one of the existing elevators at our Properzi Manor development located in
Somerville, MA 02144. The replacement will include evaluation and design of a new elevator
sized for Properzi Manor, 10 story elderly housing development.
A briefing and site inspection is scheduled for 10:00 AM on Thursday, January 26 th , 2023, at
the Properzi Manor elderly facility located at 15 Warren Ave, Somerville, MA 02144.
Response to this RFS must be submitted no later than 2:00 Thursday, February 9 th , 2023.
The RFS may be obtained after 11:00AM on Thursday, January 19 th , 2023, by contacting
ryanc@sha-web.org or by phone at 617-625-1152 Ext.331.
Questions must be sent in writing to ryanc@sha-web.org no later than Monday, February 2 nd ,
2023.

Properzi Manor

ELDERLY/DISABLED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

Elevator Replacement

Somerville/Medford News Weekly01/10/23, 01/17/23
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Great Hill Dental Partners  Somerville (617)631-9042

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

Legal Ad Notice

ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites sealed proposals from
registered Engineering firms to provide professional design and construction administration
services to upgrade the electrical systems at our Properzi Manor Development located at 15
Warren Ave, Somerville, MA 02144. The upgrade consists of new smoke detectors, load centers,
as well as intercoms.
A briefing and site inspection is scheduled for 10:00 AM on Friday, January 27 th , 2023, at the
Properzi Manor elderly facility located at 15 Warren Ave, Somerville, MA 02144.
Response to this RFP must be submitted by emailing ryanc@sha-web.org no later than 2:00
Thursday, February 9 th , 2023.
The RFP may be obtained after 11:00AM on Wednesday, January 18 th , 2023, by contacting
ryanc@sha-web.org or by phone at 617-625-1152 Ext.331.
Questions must be sent in writing to ryanc@sha-web.org, no later than Monday, February 2 nd ,
2023.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 01/17/23, 01/24/23

Legal Ad Notice

ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

The Somerville Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites sealed 
proposals from
registered Architecture firms to provide professional design and construc-
tion administration services to replace two asphalt shingle roofs at our Mystic 
View Development. Mystic View is a 3-story brick with synthetic stucco and 
gable roof building located at River Road and Canal Lane
in Somerville MA, 02145
A briefing and site inspection is scheduled for 10:00 AM on Wednesday Janu-
ary 25 th , 2023, at

the Mystic View family development. Please meet at our Modernization Of-
fice located at 30R
Memorial Road, Somerville MA, 02145.
Response to this RFP must be submitted by emailing ryanc@sha-web.org no 
later than 2:00
Thursday, February 9 th , 2023.
The RFP may be obtained after 11:00AM on Wednesday, January 18 th , 2023, 
by contacting
ryanc@sha-web.org or by phone at 617-625-1152 Ext.331.
Questions must be sent in writing to ryanc@sha-web.org no later than Mon-
day, February 2 nd ,
2023.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 01/10/23, 01/17/23, 01/24/23



  The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly                                                Tuesday  January 17th, 2023                           19

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

BOSTON, January 6, 2023—
The Massachusetts Democratic 
State Committee announces to-
day that it has overwhelmingly 
endorsed legislation to legalize 
life-saving drug consumption 
care and grant municipalities 
the option of creating dedicated 
overdose prevention centers to 
combat the surge in fatal drug 
overdoses in Massachusetts.

In doing so, the Massachusetts 
Democratic State Committee 
has become one of the first 
state Democratic Parties in the 
country to formally endorse the 
creation of overdose preven-
tion centers to save lives and 
connect people who use drugs 
to a range of medical, behav-
ioral health, and substance use 
disorder services.

“We need common-sense law 
enforcement, and that doesn’t 
mean preventing our doctors, 
nurses, and healthcare workers 
from providing life-saving med-
ical care. If we change the law, 
we will save lives,” said Demo-
cratic State Committee member 
Justin Klekota, who sponsored 
the resolution. “These settings 
prevent overdose deaths in the 
short term, and over the long 
term, overdose prevention 
centers connect people who use 

drugs to rehabilitation services 
and place them on a path to 
recovery.”

“We have an opioid crisis. Let’s 
make sure that consumption 
care is a tool that our com-
munities can use for those who 
suffer from the disease of ad-
diction,” said Somerville Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne.

Between 2020 and 2021, deaths 
from drug overdoses increased 
8.8 percent in Massachusetts. 
In 2021, 2,290 residents died of 
an opioid-related overdose with 
fentanyl present in 93 percent 
of the cases where a toxicology 
report was available. Overdose 
prevention centers have been 
shown to save lives by reducing 
overdose fatalities and, to date, 
there have been no overdose 
fatalities recorded at any of the 
120 overdose prevention cen-
ters operating in 10 countries.

“I don’t believe we can count 
out any option that has the 
potential to save lives from sub-
stance use disorder,” said State 
Senator Julian Cyr (D – Truro), 
chair of the Joint Committee on 
Mental Health, Substance Use 
and Recovery. “The Mass Dems 
State Committee’s passage 
of a resolution in support of 

overdose prevention sites adds 
to the chorus of support for 
utilizing a tool to save lives in 
an epidemic that continues to 
ravage families and communi-
ties across the Commonwealth.”

“The 8.8 percent increase in 
overdose deaths from 2020 to 
2021 indicates the need for a 
stronger public health re-
sponse to this epidemic,” said 
Democratic State and National 
Committee member Melvin C. 
Poindexter. “The resolution in 
support of overdose prevention 
centers affirms the Massa-
chusetts Democratic Party’s 
commitment to prioritizing 
public health and safety in the 
Commonwealth.”

The Massachusetts Medical 
Society, Massachusetts Organi-
zation for Addiction Recovery, 
and the Massachusetts chapter 
of the National Association of 
Social Workers have endorsed 
overdose prevention centers 
as an effective harm reduction 
tool that saves lives.

“The lives of people with sub-
stance use disorder and their 
families are often governed by 
chaos and worry. Connecting 
high-risk users with health and 
social services through con-

sumption care is a legitimate 
and compassionate pathway to 
accessing addiction treatment,” 
said Debby Kozikowski, Vice 
Chair of the Massachusetts 
Democratic Party.

In 2019, the Commonwealth’s 
Harm Reduction Commission, 
chaired by Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Marylou 
Sudders, formally recom-
mended the use of overdose 
prevention centers (a.k.a. 
supervised consumption sites) 
in Massachusetts as a means 
to reducing drug overdose 
fatalities. In its final report to 
the Massachusetts Legislature, 
the Harm Reduction Commis-
sion identified current law as 
an obstacle to public health, 
writing: “In order to pursue a 
pilot program of one or more 
supervised consumption sites, 
the challenges the Common-
wealth must address include 
any gaps in legal protections for 
organizations and individuals 
who would staff a supervised 
consumption site and any state 
criminal and civil laws that may 
pose a barrier.”

“No one has to look far to find 
someone they care about who 
has been impacted by sub-
stance use and addiction. We 

know that overdose preven-
tion centers are an important 
tool in keeping people alive. 
This resolution is very much in 
alignment with the Democratic 
Party principles of valuing all 
life and meeting people where 
they are,” said state Rep. Mar-
jorie Decker (D – Cambridge), 
Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Public Health.

“Treating people who use drugs 
with dignity and respect is 
the first step in allowing them 
space to make decisions about 
their own bodies. When people 
are trusted and empowered to 
participate in their healthcare 
choices, we see better health 
outcomes,” said Carl Sciortino, 
Executive Vice President of 
External Relations at Fenway 
Health. “The rates of overdose 
deaths are continuing to rise 
and there is an urgent need to 
keep people alive and engaged 
in community. Overdose pre-
vention centers provide a safe 
space for that opportunity and 
serve as a gateway to an array 
of healthcare interventions 
and services that keep people 
engaged in care.”

STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY CALLS ON LAWMAKERS 
TO DECRIMINALIZE OVERDOSE PREVENTION CENTERS

NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 
SOMERVILLE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 

15% OFF SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 7AM-9AM 
(DINE IN ONLY)

25 Bow St, Somerville, MA 02143

Somerville/Medford  News Weekly 01/17/2023
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JACK LISTER REALTOR® BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02145

617-776-3311- Office * 617-438-2460 – Cell * 617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-Lister

Jack The Lister   Call Jack and start to PACK

The Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly on the Run at 

Vinny’s Superette
Stop in at Vinny’s Superette in Somerville 
and pick up your free copy of the Somer-
ville News Weekly! And while you’re 
there try some of the world’s best Italian 
food! While you’re sitting back read-
ing your Somerville News Weekly for a 
few relaxing minutes the good people of 
Vinny’s Superette will prepare a nice fresh 
homemade Italian meal to satisfy your 
cravings within minutes! Check them out 
at 76 Broadway, Somerville and tell them 
we sent you!

WRAPPING UP THE 2022 SESSION

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate 
both approved a bill that 
would require that the 
autopsy report for a child 
under the age of two be 
reviewed and approved by 
the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer to determine the 
cause of death.

Changes to the autopsy 
report would also have to 
be reviewed and approved 
by the Chief Medical 
Examiner. The bill needed 
a final round of approval 
by the House and Senate 
before going to the gov-
ernor’s desk but neither 
branch acted upon it and 

the bill died.
Supporters said the mea-
sure addresses recent 
cases in which the Chief 
Medical Examiner’s office 
changed the cause of death 
for deaths of children un-
der two, creating serious 
implications for ongoing 
court cases and for the 
families of those children. 

They noted that the most 
experienced person in the 
office should provide over-
sight to what are typically 
junior medical examiners 
without pediatric autopsy 
experience. They argued 
this will provide more 
confidence and peace of 
mind for families who 
have tragically lost infants.

Sponsor of the bill Rep. 
Marjorie Decker (D-Cam-
bridge) did not respond 
to repeated attempts by 
Beacon Hill Roll Call ask-
ing how she felt about her 
measure dying, not reach-
ing the governor’s desk 
and whether she will refile 
the bill for the 2023-2024 
session.

By Bob Katzen

WRAPPING UP THE 2022 
SESSION – Before the 2022 
session ended on January 3, 
the House and Senate acted 
on several bills including:
REVENGE PORN (H 4498, S 
3167) – The House and Senate 
approved different versions of 
a proposal that would prohibit 
the posting of sexually explicit 
images of another person 
online without their permis-
sion—commonly referred to 

as “revenge porn.”

The practice is often used by 
ex-spouses or ex-partners. 
Massachusetts is one of only 
two states that does not have 
a law about this crime. The 
measure died in the House 
when the House did not take 
action on the Senate version 
of the legislation.
Another provision changes 
current law under which 
minors, under 18 years of age, 
who share explicit images of 

themselves or other minors 
can be charged with violating 
Massachusetts child pornog-
raphy laws and be required to 
register with the Sex Offender 
Registry. The bill allows mi-
nors to be diverted to an edu-
cational program that would 
provide them with informa-
tion about the consequences 
of posting or transmitting 
indecent visual depictions of 
minors.
Supporters say that currently 
law enforcement are faced 

with either charging offend-
ers with a felony or doing 
nothing. They note the bill 
provides a middle ground that 
will allow law enforcement 
to sentence kids to a diver-
sion program to educate them 
about the consequences of 
their actions without ruining 
their lives and giving them a 
criminal record.
Sen. Jamie Eldridge (D-Ac-
ton), the Senate chair of the 
Judiciary Committee, did not 
respond to repeated attempts 

by Beacon Hill Roll Call 
asking how he felt about the 
measure dying in the House.
“Rep. Roy is on an overseas 
trade mission so I am unable 
to provide a quote for you,” 
responded a spokesman for 
the bill’s sponsor Rep. Jeff Roy 
(D-Franklin). The spokes-
man did say that Roy plans to 
refile the bill in the 2023-2024 
session.

DEATH OF A CHILD UNDER 2 (H 5422)

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate 
approved and former-
Gov. Charlie Baker signed 
into law a bill establish-
ing a foster parents’ bill of 
rights, which will govern 
the Department of Chil-
dren and Families’ (DCF) 
relationship with, and 
responsibilities to foster 
parents, and would be 
publicly available on the 
department’s website.

Provisions include re-
quiring foster parents to 
be treated with dignity, 
respect, privacy and con-
sideration; prohibiting 
foster parents from be-
ing discriminated against 
on the basis of religion, 
race, color, creed, gender, 
gender identity, sexual ori-
entation, national origin, 
age or disability; requiring 
the department to give the 
foster parents information 

about the foster child, pri-
or to placement, including 
the child’s physical and 
behavioral health history, 
any history of trauma or 
high-risk behavior and his 
or her education needs.

Another provision re-
quires DCF to provide 
a current foster parent, 
with the permission of the 
previous foster parent, the 
name and phone num-
ber of the previous foster 

parent if DCF determines 
that contact between the 
current foster parent and 
previous foster parent 
would promote the foster 
child’s best interest.

“I am thrilled that the 
House and Senate passed 
the Foster Parents Bill of 
Rights legislation,” said 
sponsor Sen. Jo Comer-
ford (D-Northampton). 
“Foster parents are true 
unsung heroes, providing 

unmatched dedication, 
commitment, compas-
sion and love to those who 
need it the most. This bill 
creates a framework for 
foster parents to be hon-
ored with dignity, respect, 
privacy and consideration 
in caring for children, so 
they can provide nurtur-
ing, loving homes. As a 
foster parent myself, I filed 
this bill to strengthen our 
vital foster care system.”

FOSTER PARENTS (S 2954)
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS
Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 

delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up 
to date with the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 

provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, 

or sampling one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street 
Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148

TWO AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
IN SOMERVILLE: 411 & 432 NORFOLK ST. Continued from front page

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 
and the City of Somerville 
Housing Division are pleased 
to announce two affordable 
homeownership opportunities 
to income-eligible, first-time 
homebuyers through the City’s 
Inclusionary Housing Program: 
one 3-bedroom unit at 411 
Norfolk St. and one 1-bedroom 
unit at 432 Norfolk St. Both 
condos will be offered to house-

holds earning between 81% 
and 110% of the area median 
income (AMI).

About 411 Norfolk St.: Unit 2J 
is a three-bedroom unit at 411 
Norfolk St., a 5-minute walk 
from the new Union Square 
MBTA Green Line station. 
Common areas include an en-
tryway mail area and multiple 
laundry rooms. On-street park-
ing is available by permit.

About 432 Norfolk St.: Unit 2E 
is a one-bedroom unit at 432 
Norfolk St., a 5-minute walk 
from the new Union Square 
MBTA Green Line station. 

Amenities include an open-
concept living/kitchen space, 
hardwood floors, modern tiled 
bathroom, central heat and 
A/C, and stainless steel ap-
pliances. On-street parking is 
available by permit.

How to Apply: Applications 
must be submitted by Monday, 
January 23, at 2 p.m. Multilin-
gual applications and full eligi-
bility requirements are available 
at somervillema.gov/inclu-
sionaryhousing. Printed copies 
are available at City Hall (93 
Highland Ave.), the City Hall 
Annex (50 Evergreen Ave.), and 
the Somerville Public Library 

East and Central branches.

Completed applications can 
be emailed to inclusionary@
somervillema.gov, mailed or 
hand-delivered to the Inclu-
sionary Housing Program 
(Housing Division) at 50 
Evergreen Ave., Somerville, 
MA 02145 (must be received by 
January 23, not postmarked), or 
faxed to the Inclusionary Hous-
ing Program at 617-591-3235.

The lottery will take place virtu-
ally on Wednesday, January 25, 
at 2 p.m. Winners will be noti-
fied within 24 hours. For more 
information, visit somervil-

lema.gov/inclusionaryhousing, 
email inclusionary@somervil-
lema.gov, or call 617-625-6600 
ext. 2566.

Individuals with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective commu-
nication, written materials in 
alternative formats, or reason-
able modifications in policies 
and procedures, in order to ac-
cess the programs and activities 
of the City of Somerville or to 
attend meetings, should contact 
the ADA Coordinator, Adri-
enne Pomeroy, at 617-625-6600 
x2259 or apomeroy@somervil-
lema.gov.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS
(781)729-1040     34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC   SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist Somerville (617)629-9300
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

PREMIERE ON BROADWAY SOMERVILLE’S #1 HOTSPOT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


