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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!
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STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

MEDFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN 

DISCOVERING 
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SOMERVILLE TO CELEBRATE 
GREEN LINE EXTENSION OPENING

SOMERVILLE PUBLISHES DRAFT 
BICYCLE NETWORK PLAN

 ESTABLISHES VISION FOR AN 88-
MILE NETWORK OF CONNECTED 

BIKE FACILITIES CITYWIDE
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH 

REAL ESTATE

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com       Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com  
(617)818-5736                                        (617)610-5382

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES/ COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE
We have been busy, but never too busy for you! These four properties were sold in one 
month! If you see something you would like to know more about, have any questions or are 
thinking about buying or selling a property, please don’t hesitate to send us an email or give 
us call!

Helen Praysman Broker Associate REALTOR®
(617) 610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Patricia Ng Broker Associate
REALTOR® (617) 818-5736Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award, 
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Winner of the 2019 President Circle Award
Winner of the 2020 Chairman’s Circle Gold award, representing the top 2% in Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services across the nation
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assis-

tance Customers
*Ask about our 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, 
And Installations For Heat-

ing and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH BYRNE FOR WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED FOR THE 
HIGHEST SALES IN BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER!

Deborah Byrne
Relocation Director, Government Certified
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty 
Cell: (617) 201- 4730
Website: http://www.debbyrne.com

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING RUI P. DEMEDEIROS
DeMedeiros, Rui P., of 
Arlington, December 5, 
2022, at age 57.

Loving Father of Matthew 
DeMedeiros and Christo-
pher DeMedeiros.
Beloved brother of Odette 
Machado, Alvaro Me-

deiros, Lurdes Guedes, 
Dina Machado, Joao Me-
deiros, Jose DeMedeiros 
and the late Carlos DeMe-
deiros.
Also survived by many 
nieces, nephews, other 
loving relatives and 
friends.

Funeral from the Rog-
ers Funeral Home, 380 
Cambridge Street in 
Cambridge on Tuesday, 
December 13, 2022 at 9:00 
am.
Funeral mass at St. Antho-
ny’s Church, 400 Cardinal 
Medeiros Avenue in Cam-

bridge at 10:00 am.
Visiting hours at the fu-
neral home in Cambridge 
on Monday, December 12, 
2022, from 4:00 to 8:00 
pm.
Rui was a longtime em-
ployee of the A-Z Auto 
Center in Brighton.

FRANCES’ OBITUARY

Frances (Taddeo) Jarnagin, 
a lifelong resident of Somer-
ville, passed away on Decem-
ber 6, 2022, she was 90.

Born and raised in Somer-
ville, she was the daughter of 
the late Consiglia (Sargini) 
and Guiseppe Taddeo. The be-
loved wife of the late, Robert 
L. Jarnagin, they were mar-
ried in St. Catherine of Genoa 
Church. Frances worked for 

many years as a receptionist 
at Somerville Hospital where 
she was a beloved member of 
the staff.
Frances was the devoted 
mother of Lee Jarnagin of 
Somerville, Dr. William R. 
Jarnagin and his wife Laura 
of New York City, Steven M. 
Jarnagin and his wife Densie 
of Chelmsford and Sandra F. 
O’Neil and her husband Ger-
ald of Charlestown. Cherished 

grandmother of Joy, Emma, 
Audrey, Jacquelyn, Zachary, 
Jesse, Katherine and Grace. 
Dear sister of the late Yolanda 
Fugarazzo.
Calling Hours will be held 
in the George L. Doherty 
Funeral Home, 855 Broadway 
(Powder House Sq.) Somer-
ville on Wednesday morning, 
December 14th from 9:00AM 
to 10:30AM, followed by a 
Funeral Mass celebrated in St. 

Catherine of Genoa Church 
at 11:00AM. Relatives and 
friends invited to attend.
Services will conclude with 
burial at Mount Auburn Cem-
etery, Cambridge.
In lieu of flowers, donations 
in her memory can be made 
to St. Catherine Church, 185 
Summer Street, Somerville, 
MA 02144.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING ALBERT “ALBIE F DIZOGLIO

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING FRANCES JARNAGIN

ALBERT “ALBIE”‘S 
OBITUARY

DiZoglio, Albert F. “Albie” — 
Of Wakefield, passed away 
unexpectedly at home on 
Thursday, December 8, 2022. 
He was 63 years young.

Born and raised in Somerville 
to the late Albert F. and Carol 
(McDermott) DiZoglio.
Albie had a long successful 
career as a finish carpenter. He 
was known to always be putting 

around the house fixing things 
or helping others making their 
home their dream home. His 
endless love for his family was 
remarkable espcially for his 
beloved wife Kathy.
Albie was the beloved husband 
of Kathleen “Kathy” (Murphy) 
DiZoglio. He was the dear 
brother of Gary DiZoglio and 
his wife Debbie of Methuen, 
Carol Anne Bolduc and her 

husband Gary of Malden. He 
is also survived by many loving 
in-laws, nieces, nephews, and 
great-nieces and nephews.
A Prayer service will be 
conducted in the George L. 
Doherty Funeral Home 855 
Broadway (Powder House Sq.) 
on Thursday, December 15th at 
11:00AM.
Relatives and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.

Calling hours are Wednesday, 
December 14th from 4:00PM 
to 7:00PM.
Services will conclude with 
burial at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Everett.
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made in Albie’s name to 
either St. Jude Childrens Hospi-
tal or to the MSPCA.

PAUL’S OBITUARY
Silva, Paul E. — Of 
Somerville, passed away 

on Tuesday, December 6, 
2022 at Beth Israel Hospi-
tal. He was 77.

Born in Boston and raised 
in Somerville and Billeri-
ca. He was the son of the 
late Gilbert F. and Jennie 
E. Benfante.
Paul run a successful 
business as a technician 
for repairing gaming 
machines. He was known 

to be able to fix anything. 
If someone called and 
needed something re-
paired, he would be right 
there to fix it. He often 
called himself a “jack of all 
trades”. Paul was a quiet 
man who didn’t say much 
but when he did, he spoke 
with meaning.
Beloved husband of 
57 years to Dorothea 
(Meskell) Silva. Devoted 

father of Paul E. Silva Jr 
and Chad Silva and his 
wife Edith. Cherished 
grandfather of Thomas, 
Jonathan, Brenna, Pauly 
and Jonathan Lora. The 
dear brother of Gilbert 
F. Silva. Loving uncle of 
Jolie.
Calling Hours will be 
held on Saturday morn-
ing December 10, 2022 
from 10:00AM to 1:00PM. 

A prayer service will be 
conducted in the funeral 
home at 12:30PM.
Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to at-
tend.
Services will conclude 
with burial at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING PAUL E SILVA
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

TOYS FOR LOCAL CHILDREN FUNDRAISER
As we approach, our 17- year 
Anniversary as an organiza-
tion, it saddens my heart, 
that this year like many other 
non-profits we are still hurting, 
because of the overwhelming 
need over the last two years. 
We know that we will be in a 
great need once again, espe-
cially this year, for our service 

but we may not have the ability 
to help families.

We will be holding our an-
nual Dinner Dance Fundraiser, 
which is our only fundraiser, 
December 17th at Dilboy Post 
on Summer Street, Somerville, 
to help us raise funds to sup-
port the many families that will 

be asking for our help for the 
holiday season.
Our goal this year is to raise 
$15,000 to supplement our toy 
giving program. If you find that 
you are able or willing to do-
nate any amount, whatsoever, 
please make a check payable 
to Toys for Local Children 
and mail checks to Toys for 

Local Children PO Box 45406 
Somerville, MA 02145.
Thank you for making Christ-
mas for a child in need. For 
more information, call 617-
680-4254.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: 
THE GRINCH THAT STOLE SOMERVILLE

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News Weekly 
Speakup Line,

Brad Rawson. I never knew 
his name until the great 
Winter Hill Broadway disas-
ter. Which to this day is not 
corrected. Mostly unused 
bike lane where rarely is seen 
a bike. Where parking is 
still removed from the small 
businesses and of all things 
the Somerville retirement 
board where some to this 
day still can no longer go 
due to this mostly unused 
bike lane.

There are handicapped 
people in the apartment 
buildings that struggle to get 
in and out. There are some 

daughters I know of that this 
makes it almost impossible 
to go and help their mothers 
and park nearby to bring all 
the things to their mothers 
that they need. Can’t have a 
family gathering there as all 
parking is now taken. The 
handicapped and elderly 
can no longer do business 
at the stores there. I went to 
meetings and all Mr. Rawson 
did was refer to his computer 
giving facts that could not 
even be had yet. Caught him 
so many times trying to do 
this. Finally had to tell him 
to go and look and use his 
eyes. Enough already with 
the computer games. Any-
way, several years later it is 
no better. Many days I can’t 
get down my street as wait-
ing for tow trucks to remove 
cars. Accidents every week 
since the bus lane was put 
in. Then sometimes I see car 
parts on the ground com-
ing home so I have missed a 
few. Bus stops removed so I 
had to give up taking busses 
as no longer have one I can 

get to. As you can see when 
he screws up something this 
big it does not get corrected. 
Lowell St. The coffee shop 
has no parking in front of it. 
Before them there was park-
ing there for many years. 
Christine’s on Highland. 
Moved in and parking went. 
Kelley’s, big huge sidewalk 
to take away parking. Let’s 
not even mention Powder 
House the biggest joke in 
town. And an insult to our 
historical Powder House. I 
hate to go there and even 
look at it. Except when I 
bring home some seniors for 
a dinner, I go by so they can 
have a good laugh. Common 
phrase is Twilight Zone. 
Cedar St. Stupid plastic 
poles that go bump through 
the night. I got calls about 
being kept awake all night 
from people hitting them. 
One lady lost her husband 
then was dealing with that 
too. Got sick and had to deal 
with that. Now died and I 
am sure that didn’t help. I 
went to a house in Medford 

to do some work this week 
and without even saying 
anything they brought up his 
name. I will say for someone 
we didn’t know existed his 
name is now brought up 
to me a lot now. And these 
sweet elderly people are us-
ing words I won’t use here to 
describe him. Granted they 
are hurt so much by what he 
has done to them I can see 
why they feel this way. Did 
I mention not being able 
to take the right turn go-
ing into the round about to 
Warren St.? Of which many 
do and still wonder why one 
can’t. Look at the mess on 
Temple St. It was running 
pretty smoothly but not now. 
Got those idiot island’s now. 
Who would do that? Then 
we have the bench fiasco, 
another brainstorm. It’s one 
disaster after another. How 
many years can one stay 
employed without doing one 
thing right? There are parts 
of Somerville I no longer 
go to so I don’t know what 
kind of mess he has made 

there. I am still waiting to 
hear of any of his mistakes 
that he has corrected. Guess 
I have a long wait. How can 
one person cause so much 
destruction and harm to 
our community and still 
remain employed here? In 
trying to look for the good 
in him I have yet to find one 
project that has been done 
with common sense and fits 
the needs of the area. If it 
exists, I am not made aware 
of it. Why can’t we have a 
nice city that everyone is 
included in it’s development 
and the elders who we are 
taught to honor and respect 
are treated in such a manner 
that is disgraceful. It’s not 
right and should not be tol-
erated by any decent human 
being in this city. We need to 
make Somerville nice again. 
He has stolen our once nice 
city.

Arthur Moore

Cost: $40 per person, dinner included, Cash bar.
$50 after Nov 4, 2022
Payment methods:
Paypal: mbmbrennan44@qmail.com (put name in note)
Venmo: QR code below (put name in note)
Check: made out to SHS Class of 1982
mailed to Marybeth Caturello, 85 MacArthur Road Stone-
ham,
MA 02180
Slideshow: Please email pictures from SHS years to
mbmbrennan@comcast.net
In memory: We would like to have one section of the video

for those classmates who have passed away. Please 
email
mbmbrennan@comcast.net with their 
names

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE: SOCIAL SECURITY THIEVES

Dear Billy T and Somer-
ville/Medford News Weekly 
Speakup Line,

Subject: Social Security 

thieves Please publish my 
letter Thank you. CRB

December 10, 2022

To: Re: Social Security 
Thieves

A woman whose husband 
died on Thanksgiving day, 
is bereft not only because 
of her and her family’s great 
loss, but at the beginning of
December, the Social Securi-
ty monthly check of her hus-
band was withdrawn, instead 

of hers which was smaller 
and her bank of more than 
twenty years closed his ac-
count with no notice.

She called a Social Security 
number, but they would do 
nothing.
Now, she must call again 
this early week of December 
to get an appointment with 
the Social Security Office in 
Cambridge next week. By 
then, it will be the middle of 
this month. This neglect is 
most unusual.

As December will go along 
swiftly, this woman must suf-
fer through the holidays with 
a sheer lack of funds for bills, 
rent, food, shopping, and the 
usual celebrations.

Under normal conditions, 
She would have enjoyed 
their anniversary together 
this month, and her hus-
band’s birthday, plus Christ-
mas and New Year’s.

The Social Security Depart-

ment must be sued. Like 
everything else going on 
in our government depart-
ments, this is a joke given 
by a dumbed-down govern-
ment department with no
conscience, hurting citizens 
who have worked and paid 
taxes all of their lives.

Sincerely,

Carol Rae Bradford, M.Ed.
25 Highland Ave, #304
Somerville, MA 02143-1943
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian din-
ing experience that will keep 
you coming back for more” 
“Definitely a two thumbs up 
rating and absolutely worth 
checking them out!” Somer-

ville/Medford News Weekly/
Boston News Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio din-
ing is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social 
media channels. Please stay 
tuned for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will 
be available through our 
website, over the phone and 
in person. Starting Tuesday, 
for every gift card purchase 
over $100, we will add an ad-
ditional $20 gift card as a way 
to thank you for your support.

If there is anything in par-
ticular you would like to see 
from us or if you need help 
preparing food at home for 
your families please reach 
out and we will do our best 
to help. Whether it be recipe 
ideas with random things you 

might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help 
with please don’t hesitate to 
ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your contin-
ued support.

https://www.atavolawin-
chester.com/

Registration is open for the 
Teen Center at the Edgerly Edu-

cation Center (33 Cross St.), op-
erated by the Somerville Parks 
& Recreation Department. 
A Teen Center membership 
provides teens access to a safe 
space to hang out with friends 

with amenities including a gym, 
computer room, music room, 
and daily snacks, activities, and 
programming.

Somerville teens ages 12 to 18 

are eligible to enroll. A mem-
bership card will be given upon 
completion of enrollment. 
Memberships are free and last 
for the duration of the school 
year.

REGISTRATION FOR TEEN CENTER MEMBERSHIPS NOW OPEN

After a year of community 
engagement, data analy-
sis, and policy research, 
the City of Somerville 
has published a draft of 
Somerville’s first Bicycle 
Network Plan. The Bicycle 
Network Plan is a vision-
ing document intended to 
guide the next few de

cades of work to improve 
and expand Somerville’s 
bicycle facilities.

The Plan proposes an 
88-mile citywide network 
of connected streets and 
paths where people of all 
ages and abilities will be 
able to bike safely and 

comfortably. Compared 
to the fragmented 30-mile 
network that exists today, 
the Bicycle Network Plan 
envisions a future with 
vastly more biking infra-
structure, safer facilities, 
and better connectivity. 
Formalizing this shared 
vision is the first step 

toward expanding bike 
ridership in Somerville. 
Shifting travel away from 
single-occupancy vehicles 
and toward sustainable 
modes like biking is es-
sential to meet the City’s 
Vision Zero public safety 
goals, Somerville Cli-
mate Forward goals, and 
SomerVision comprehen-
sive planning goals.

The draft plan is now 
available for review 
at somervillema.gov/
bikenetwork. Information 
in Spanish, Portuguese, 
Haitian Creole, Nepali, 
Traditional Chinese, and 
Simplified Chinese will 
be available in the coming 
weeks. A final version of 
the plan will be published 
in early 2023.

Public comments on the 
draft plan will be accepted 

through Monday, January 
16. Comments or ques-
tions should be sent to 
the Mobility Division via 
email at transportation@
somervillema.gov or by 
mail to 93 Highland Ave., 
c/o Mobility Division, 
Somerville, MA 02143.

Individuals with disabili-
ties who need auxiliary 
aids and services for effec-
tive communication, writ-
ten materials in alternative 
formats, or reasonable 
modifications in policies 
and procedures, in order 
to access the programs 
and activities of the City 
or to attend meetings, 
should contact the City’s 
ADA Coordinator, Adri-
enne Pomeroy, at 617-625-
6600 x2059 or apomeroy@
somervillema.gov.

SOMERVILLE PUBLISHES DRAFT BICYCLE NETWORK PLAN PLAN ESTABLISHES
 VISION FOR AN 88-MILE NETWORK OF CONNECTED BIKE FACILITIES CITYWIDE

Continued from front page

SOMERVILLE ANNOUNCES SMALL BUSINESS RECOVERY FUNDING

Store front sign that reads come 
in we’re small business
Starting November 15, Somer-
ville small business owners can 
apply for forgivable loans of up 
to $15,000 to assist with finan-
cial losses related to COVID-19.

“Our initial waves of business 
support were designed to ad-

dress the immediate crisis, but 
these funds aim to help shift ap-
plicants from crisis to recovery 
mode, so they can better get 
back on track,” said Mayor Kat-
jana Ballantyne. “Pandemic im-
pacts on small businesses have 
been far-reaching. The program 
aims to be sure especially that 
these local establishments and 
independent contractors who 

may not have been able to easily 
access support through broader 
programs have an opportunity 
to better move forward.”

To qualify, businesses must 
be located within the City of 
Somerville, have 20 or fewer 
full-time employees, and be 
able to demonstrate a decline 
in revenue during the past two 

years. Home-based businesses 
can apply online for up to 
$5,000 for net revenue loss, and 
businesses with a physical loca-
tion can apply for up to $15,000 
for net revenue loss.

Apply for Recovery Funds: 
Somervillema.gov or
https://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/programs/small-
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121

MEDFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
DISCOVERING JUSTICE MOCK TRIAL

Continued from front page

Culminating an eleven-week 
program in which middle 
schools partnered with legal 
mentors from area law offices, 
law schools, and state offices, 
Medford students will present 
their cases about the Fourth 
Amendment at an in-person 
Mock Trial at the Moakley Fed-
eral Courthouse in Boston.

On Tuesday, December 13, the 
Medford students will conduct 
their hour-long trials in front 
of a federal or state judge and a 
12-member jury of civic leaders 
and community members.

This Fall, 29 middle schools 
across the Commonwealth 
participated in the Discovering 
Justice Mock Trial Program, the 
most schools in the program’s 

history. Statewide, the program 
serves more than 350 students 
with the help of more than 150 
volunteer attorneys and 40 state 
and federal judges.

The Discovering Justice Mock 
Trial Program provides an 
example of the exciting civic 
education opportunities that 
are being offered to middle 
school students in Massachu-

setts. Taught by experienced 
attorneys, students dive into the 
judicial system to learn about 
their Fourth Amendment rights 
(Search and Seizure), grapple 
with real constitutional issues, 
develop persuasive arguments, 
and practice questioning and 
examining witnesses.

Medford students will conduct 
their hour-long trials to deter-
mine the outcome of a Fourth 
Amendment case centered 
around a school’s search of a 
student’s electronic device. The 
case involves a school principal 
finding more than they expect-
ed when searching a suspected 
student’s cell phone.

Where: Moakley Federal 

Courthouse, 1 Courthouse 
Way, Boston, MA 02210

When: Tuesday, December 13, 
2022 from 5:00-7:00 PM

Who: St. Raphael Parish 
School/Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

For More Information:

Matt Wilson, Executive Direc-
tor

mwilson@discoveringjustice.
org

Open Positions: Three

Term: Three years; with a possi-
bility of renewing for up to one 
more three-year term.

The City of Somerville Arts 
Council, an advisory and min-
isterial multiple-member body 
of the city, seeks three new 
members. Residents with arts 
(broadly defined), community 
development, program devel-
opment expertise or experience 
are preferred, but all Somerville 

residents are invited to apply.

The estimated time commit-
ment for members is a mini-
mum of 1.5 hours per month 
for monthly meetings, with an 
increase to 10 hours a month 
during LCC grant panel season 
(September through Decem-
ber). Volunteering further 
hours for events is up to the 
discretion of individual mem-
bers. This is an unpaid volun-
teer position.

The mission of the Arts Council 
is to cultivate and celebrate 
the creative expressions of the 
Somerville community. The 
Somerville Arts Council Board 
serves in an advisory role to the 
staff of the Arts Council, and as 
volunteers to many of the Arts 
Council’s events and activities. 
The Somerville Arts Council is 
the local cultural council (LCC) 
for the City of Somerville, and 
sponsors annual programs and 
events designed to support 
local artists and arts organiza-

tions, bring artists and Somer-
ville residents together for 
community celebrations which 
build a sense of community and 
explore the arts, and advocate 
for the arts at the community, 
state, and national levels.

The deadline for submitting 
a statement of interest is four 
weeks after the publishing of 
the call (December 27, 2022) 
and will continue until posi-
tions are filled. After applica-
tion and interview, candidates 

are appointed by the Mayor.
Interested candidates should 
submit a statement of interest, 
including why would you like 
to serve, relevant background 
experience, and optional pro-
fessional resume to gjenkins@
somervillema.gov or by mail 
to: Attn: SAC Board Member 
Application. Somerville Arts 
Council, 50 Evergreen Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02145.

Please contact the Arts Council 
staff by calling 617.625.6600 

SOMERVILLE ARTS COUNCIL SEEKS THREE NEW SEEKS MEMBERS

HONOR MERCY OTIS WARREN (H 4281)

By Bob Katzen

The House gave initial ap-
proval to a bill that would 
call for renowned Cape Cod 
artist and sculptor David 
Lewis to construct, at no ex-
pense to the state, a memo-
rial display in the likeness 
of Mercy Otis Warren, an 
important and underrepre-

sented historical woman of 
the American Revolution 
from Barnstable. The bust 
would be displayed in the 
Massachusetts Statehouse.

“Mercy Otis Warren was a 
leading writer and patriot in 
colonial Massachusetts,” said 
co-sponsor Rep. Kip Diggs 
(D-Barnstable). “Yet, she 
remains a little-known figure 
to the public. I sponsored 

this legislation because what 
better way to educate the 
public about this Cape Cod 
woman and her remarkable 
influence on Massachusetts 
and American history than 
to place a memorial of her, 
created pro bono by an artist 
from her hometown, within 
the Statehouse for visitors 
to see and learn about? 
I am very glad to see the 
House agree by advancing 

this legislation to honor the 
contributions of Mercy Otis 
Warren.”

“I am very glad to see this 
legislation advance in the 
House,” said co-sponsor 
Sen. Julian Cyr (D -Truro). 
“Art is powerful, and people 
across the commonwealth 
should see art that reflects 
the impactful contributions 
that women have made to 

this state and the nation 
from its very beginning. 
Mercy Otis Warren is a no-
table historical figure hailing 
from West Barnstable who 
pushed social norms as a 
poet and playwright during 
the American Revolution. 
Installing a bust of the writer 
in the Statehouse celebrates 
the legacy she left us.”
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito 
Breanna L. Rolland
Amy L. Connors
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air Conditioning
 Office (617)625-0386 

Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

PARIS NAILS2 
SOMERVILLE 

COMPLETE NAIL CARE 
FOR 

LADIES & GENTLEMEN 

(617)623-0745
C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 

& MORE MEDFORD
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS teacher in Lang 

Arts and Reading Comp.  Please contact if 
your child is regressing in these vital skills.  

Fee=$30/hr.  
sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130

CARBONNEAU INSULA-
TION, LLC (603)598-3491
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Newstalk Shout Out continued from page 2

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

Deborah Byrne, Government Certified Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty

What’s Your Home Worth? Get three automated Estimates – Instantly.

Call me for a no cost appraisal of your property! Ask me about our 2.5% commision savings 
program!

Accolades include: Top 4% Sales Nationwide, Chairmans Circle, Presidents Circle, Relocation 
Director, Notary Public Realtor®, CRS, CBR, CDPE, LMC, Energy Star Certification, Foreclosures 
MASS Certification, AHWD, CSP , SRES and RECS Top Producer in Massachusetts Awards

DEBORAH BYRNE, GOVERNMENT CERTIFIED BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY (617)201-4730

Somerville small business owners 
can apply for forgivable loans 
worth up to $15k starting Novem-

ber 15, 2022

SOMERVILLE—The City of 
Somerville and Major Katjana 
Ballantyne are thrilled to announce 
that new funds are available for 
small businesses impacted by 
COVID-19 via Somerville’s Small 
Business Recovery Program.

Forgivable loans worth up to 
$15,000 are available for both brick 
and mortar and home-based busi-

nesses located within Somerville 
recovering from financial losses 
related to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and its far-reaching impacts.
“Our initial waves of business 
support were designed to address 
the immediate crisis, but these 
funds aim to help shift applicants 
from crisis to recovery mode, so 
they can better get back on track,” 
said Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. 
“Pandemic impacts on small busi-
nesses have been far-reaching. The 

program aims to be sure especially 
that these local establishments and 
independent contractors who may 
not have been able to easily access 
support through broader programs 
have an opportunity to better move 
forward.”
To qualify, businesses must be 
located within the City of Somer-
ville, have 20 or fewer full-time 
employees, and be able to demon-
strate a decline in revenue during 
the past two years. Home-based 

businesses can apply online for up 
to $5,000 for net revenue loss, and 
businesses with a physical location 
can apply for up to $15,000 for net 
revenue loss.

Applications will open online 
starting November 15, 2022. For 
more information on the program, 
eligibility, and to apply, visit http://
www.somervillema.gov/bizrelief

SOMERVILLE ANNOUNCES SMALL BUSINESS RECOVERY FUNDING

except 11/26, 12/24, & 
12/31
9:30 am – 1:30 pm • 
191 Highland Ave
Brought to you by The 
Center for Arts at the 
Armory

Follow us on Face-
book & Instagram

SOMERVILLE WINTER FARMERS MARKET EVERY SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5-APRIL 8

SCHOOL STREET BRIDGE REOPENS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
SOMERVILLE – Ahead 
of the Green Line Exten-
sion opening next week, 
the School Street bridge 
in Somerville’s Gilman 
Square is expected to re-
open to all users this Sat-
urday, December 10. The 
bridge has been closed 

since April 2020 to sup-
port GLX construction.

When the bridge reopens, 
Montrose Street will 
revert to one-way west-
bound traffic. Drivers, 
cyclists, and pedestrians 
should proceed with cau-

tion while navigating the 
new traffic pattern. Sched-
ules are subject to change 
due to weather or other 
unforeseen circumstances.

Passenger service on the 
Medford Branch of the 
Green Line begins on 

Monday, December 12. 
The City thanks all resi-
dents for their patience 
throughout bridge clo-
sures, detours, and other 
disruptions in order to 
make this historic transit 
expansion possible.

Give the gift of song, or light 
up Somerville with your 
best and brightest holiday 

display. Residents and busi-
ness owners can now sign 
up to be featured on the 
Illuminations tour map for 
community members to take 
deconstructed tours on their 
own time. The deadline to 
sign up is Monday, Decem-
ber 5. A digital tour map will 
be available to the public on 
the Somerville Arts Council 
website starting Thursday, 

December 8, through Thurs-
day, January 1. Register your 
home or business.

Illuminations 2022 will kick-
off with citywide caroling on 
Thursday, December 15 (rain 
date December 16) from 6 to 
8 p.m. Caroling will only be 
one night. Deadline to sign 
up is Sunday, December 11. 
Sign up to participate.

Other key dates:
Saturday, December 17: Il-
luminations Bike Tour
Meeting at City Hall (93 
Highland Ave.) at 5:45 p.m., 
departing at
6 p.m. Rain date Sunday, 
December 18.

Caroling Sign-up:

https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejbjp_
QaYIBDfYBG0ApVpQy-
Wdv6aToZb1o3L6El0AsVt-
WhOw/viewform

SING AND DECORATE YOUR BUSINESS OR HOME FOR ILLUMINATIONS 2022
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

CARBONNEAU INSULATION
(603)598-3491

COVID-19 EMERGENCY SICK LEAVE AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE CHANGES (H 3771)

By Bob Katzen

The House 157-0, Senate 40-0, approved a bill 
that would provide qualified workers with up 
to five days of paid leave for COVID-19-re-
lated emergencies including workers who are 
sick with the virus, under a quarantine order, 
recovering from receiving a vaccine or caring 
for a family member ill with the virus.

The measure is also designed to relieve 
employers from expensive unexpected unem-
ployment system costs. Many businesses were 

shocked when they saw their first-quarter 
unemployment contribution bills and found 
the solvency assessment rate had jumped 
from 0.58 percent in 2020 to 9.23 percent in 
2021, raising costs in many cases by hundreds 
or thousands of dollars.

Under the proposal, the state would shift all 
COVID-related unemployment claims from 
the solvency fund into a new COVID claims 
fund and the solvency fund would revert to 
its original function. Employers, who fund 
the state’s jobless aid system, will still be on 

the hook in the long term, and a COVID-
related assessment on businesses will kick 
into effect for 2021 and 2022.

“In order for us to fully recover from the pan-
demic, all Massachusetts workers need access 
to emergency paid sick time if they are sick 
with COVID-19, quarantined or need to care 
for a sick family member,” said Deb Fastino, 
Executive Director of the Coalition for Social 
Justice. “Many essential frontline workers 
need paid sick time so they can recover from 
the side effects of the COVID-19 vaccine.”

“Massachusetts workers and businesses share 
the same goal of restoring jobs lost during 
the COVID pandemic and getting back to 
work,” said Steve Tolman, president of the 
Massachusetts AFL-CIO. “By spreading this 
year’s solvency assessment over the next two 
decades using already authorized borrowing, 
the House took the necessary step at this time 
to enable that continued economic recovery. 
Moving forward, it is critical that we take a 
hard look at the way we fund our Unemploy-
ment Insurance System to ensure that costs 
are fairly spread out across businesses; that 

we build substantial reserves during good 
economic times in order to weather the bad 
without relying on costly borrowing; and 
that workers can continue to count on un-
employment benefits as an economic lifeline 
to provide for their families and boost the 
Massachusetts economy.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. Mike Con-
nolly Yes Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Didn’t Vote 
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

SOMERVILLE – Middlesex 
District Attorney Marian Ryan 
and Chief of Police Charles 
Femino have confirmed that 
Darien Burns, 53 of Somerville 
has been arrested and charged 
with assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon causing 
serious bodily injury in connec-
tion with the fatal stabbing of 
Joseph Muzzi, 33 of Weymouth 
that occurred last night inside 
a laundromat on Main Street in 
Somerville.

Monday night around 7:00 p.m. 
Somerville Police responded to 
Main Street for a reported stab-
bing. Upon arrival police lo-
cated the victim suffering from 
an apparent stab wound. He 

was transported to Massachu-
setts General Hospital where he 
later died. The suspect, identi-
fied as Darien Burns, remained 
on scene and was arrested.

This case has been referred to 
the Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner and additional 
charges are possible. This mat-
ter, including the motive, is 
still under investigation by the 
Middlesex District Attorney’s 
Office, Somerville Police and 
Massachusetts State Police De-
tectives assigned to the District 
Attorney’s Office.

Darien Burns will be arraigned 
this morning in Somerville 
District Court.

MAN ARRAIGNED IN CONNECTION WITH FATAL STABBING IN SOMERVILLE
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Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real 
Es-

tate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

By Bob Katzen

The House 132-27, Senate 
37-3, overrode Gov. Baker’s 
veto of a section that au-
thorizes the commissioner 
of corrections, if it can 
be done safely, to release, 
transition to home confine-
ment or furlough prisoners 
with prioritization given to 
populations most vulnerable 
to serious medical outcomes 
from COVID-19.

The section also maximizes 
the awarding of “good time” 
by eliminating mandates for 
participation in program-
ming for those close to their 
release dates and award-
ing credits toward reduce 
sentences for time served 
during the pandemic.

Another provision authoriz-
es the Disability Law Center 
to monitor the continu-

ity of care for Bridgewater 
state hospital patients who 
are discharged to county 
correctional facilities or 
department of mental health 
facilities.

In his veto message, the 
governor said that he struck 
the section because it is not 
consistent with his original 
budget proposal.

Override supporters said the 

veto would eliminate impor-
tant measures to ensure the 
state’s correctional facilities 
remain safe and healthy en-
vironments for all prisoners 
and staff.

(A “Yes” vote is for the sec-
tion authorizing the release 
and furlough of prisoners 
and allowing the Disability 
Law Center to monitor the 
care of prisoners transferred 
from Bridgewater. A “No” 

vote is against the section.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes Sen. 
Patricia Jehlen Yes

TWO AFFORDABLE RENTAL OPPORTUNITIES: 126 CROSS ST. AND 29 ALPINE ST.

SUPREME 
DIGITAL 

MARKETING 
978-595-2828

SOMERVILLE – Mayor 
Katjana Ballantyne and 
the City of Somerville 
Housing Division are 
pleased to announce two 
affordable rental oppor-
tunities: one 4-bedroom 
unit at 126 Cross St. and 
one 2-bedroom unit at 29 
Alpine St. Income-eligible 
households with a com-
bined gross income at or 
below 50% of the Median 
Family Income (Cross St.) 
or between 81% and 110% 
of the Median Family 
Income (Alpine St.) will 
be eligible to apply.

About 126 Cross St.: One 
income-restricted four-
bedroom unit is available 
at 126 Cross St., a three-

story, six-unit building 
near the new East Somer-
ville MBTA Green Line 
station and the Capuano 
Early Childhood Center. 
Amenities include in-unit 
laundry, central A/C, 
stainless steel appliances, 
white granite countertops, 
modern tiled bathrooms, 
and a private deck. Com-
mon areas include an 
entryway mail area and a 
bike storage room. Resi-
dents will have access to 
a basement, and storage 
units are planned to be 
added in the future. All 
utilities are included in 
the rent. On-street park-
ing is available by permit.

About 29 Alpine St.: One 

income-restricted two-
bedroom unit is avail-
able at 29 Alpine St., a 
three-story, three-unit 
building near the new 
Magoun Square MBTA 
Green Line station and 
walking distance to Davis 
Square. Amenities include 
an open-concept living/
kitchen space, private 
rear deck, skylight, white 
granite counters, hard-
woods floors, modern 
tiled bathrooms, in-unit 
laundry, central heat and 
A/C, and stainless steel 
appliances. All utilities are 
included in the rent. On-
street parking is available 
by permit.

How to Apply: Applica-

tions must be submitted 
by Thursday, December 
22, at 2 p.m. Multilingual 
applications and full eli-
gibility requirements are 
available at somervillema.
gov/inclusionaryhous-
ing. Printed copies are 
available at City Hall (93 
Highland Ave.), the City 
Hall Annex (50 Evergreen 
Ave.), and the Somerville 
Public Library East and 
Central branches.

Completed applications 
can be emailed to inclu-
sionary@somervillema.
gov, mailed or hand-
delivered to the Inclusion-
ary Housing Program 
(Housing Division) at 50 
Evergreen Ave., Somer-

ville, MA 02145 (must be 
received by this date, not 
postmarked), or faxed to 
the Inclusionary Housing 
Program at 617-591-3235.

The lottery will take place 
virtually on Wednesday, 
January 11, at 2 p.m. 
Winners will be notified 
within 24 hours. For more 
information, visit somer-
villema.gov/inclusionary-
housing, email inclusion-
ary@somervillema.gov, 
or call 617-625-6600 ext. 
2566.

EARLY RELEASE OF PRISONERS (H 4002)
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NOW OFFERING LICENSE TO CARRY CLASSES 
COURSE 

COMPLETED IN ONE DAY FOR SIGN-UP AND DATES 
CALL:617-257-2383 OR 617-776-0765

RETIRED SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER FIREARMS 
INSTRUCTOR JOHN MONTE

Medford Sons of Italy  
42 Alfred StreetMedford/Somerville line.

Sports Bar, Keno  Darts, Corn Hole and Billiard tables. 

Accepting new and old memberships.
Phone 781-874-9577

Email:Medford Soi@gmail.com

MEDFORD SONS OF ITALY 
NOW OPEN!

By William Tauro

After almost 3 decades of 
community service to the 
City of Somerville, Pa-
trolman Ross O’Meara is 
retiring.

This guy may not wear a 
cape but he is a hero. He 
wrapped up a good 29 
years of service with the 

Somerville Police Depart-
ment from
beginning as a Patrol 
Officer to Criminal In-
vestigations to the Traffic 
Division, quite the career 
he had there .

So Congratulations and 
lots of luck on his new 
adventures. Enjoy your 
retirement “Tango 2 out”

SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER ROSS O’MEARA IS RETIRING AFTER 29 YEARS

BROADWAY SUNOCO SOMERVILLE (617)623-5678

SOMERVILLE KIWANIS CLUB HOST TOYS FOR TOTS LUNCHEON
SOMERVILLE: On Thursday, 
December 8th, the Kiwanis 
Club of Somerville, along with 
our friends from the Somerville 
Lions Club and Somerville 
Rotary Club hosted our annual 
Toys For Tots luncheon at the 
Mount Vernon Restaurant. 
Gunnery Sergeant Curtis Dun-
ham and Private Matthew Ran-
key of the United States Marine 
Corps, joined us as we collected 
toys donated by members of the 
three clubs for the Toys For Tots 
campaign.

Twenty Somerville Kiwanis 
members as well as eighteen 
members and guests from Lions 
and Rotary Clubs attended 
today’s event.
Following a wonderful buf-
fet lunch, there was a special 
surprise, Distinguished Past 
President James Lynch pre-
sented the Marines with a check 
for $2000, a donation made by 
the Middlesex Federal Savings 
Bank, who have been long time 
supporters of the Somerville 
Kiwanis Club and Toys For Tots 
program. Special thanks to Past 
President Michael McWilliams 
and Member Adam Portney 

from Middlesex Federal for 
helping to make this donation 
possible. Kiwanis President Hal-
ey Adams thanked the members 
of all the clubs for their support 
of the children being served 
by the Marine Corps program. 
After the meeting, the members 
loaded the toys in the Marine 
Corps van.
Next week, the Somerville 
Kiwanis Club will be donating 
wrapped toys to 187 children 
in Somerville and Cambridge 
who are part of the Head Strt 
program and identified as most 
in need of help at Christmas. 
More about that event will be 
posted soon.
To learn more about the Ki-
wanis Club of Somerville, or to 
become a member, visit our web 
site, http://www.somervilleki-
wanis.org. You can also follow 
us on Facebook, Kiwanis Club 
of Somerville.

Pictured below, Kiwanis Presi-
dent Haley Adams, Private Mat-
thew Rankey Gunnery Sergeant 
Curtis Dunham, and Distin-
guished Past President James A. 
Lynch, present the check from 
Middlesex Federal Savings Bank 

to the Marine Corps Toys For 
Tots program.
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

JANET GHIOZZI 
LAER REALTY 

PARTNERS 
(978) 984- 2038

Buyers looking for their first, or next, home 
and sellers looking for the best outcome from 
their home sale can contact Janet L Ghiozzi 

at (978) 984-2038

MULTIPLE TEEN SPACES OPEN IN SOMERVILLE FOR FALL & WINTER 2022

Scattered pieces from a scrabble 
game on top of the game board

Multiple teen spaces are open 
and operating through the 
Somerville Public Schools, 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
and the Somerville Public 
Libraries. They include:

Edgerly Education Center – 33 
Cross Street
Ages 12 to 18
Open weekdays 2:30 to 8 p.m.

Art Haus – Powderhouse Field 
House – 850 Broadway
Ages 12 to18
Space focused on serving the 
LGBTQ+ youth and allies
Theater Programming: Mon-
days & Fridays, 6 to 8 p.m.
Parks & Rec Programming: 
Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m.

While the Administration oper-
ates these temporary spaces, 

Design, Engineering and In-
novation Lab (DEILab) interns 
are at work to identify suitable 
spaces and programming for a 
future dedicated Teen Center.

“As a mother of a teenager my-
self, I know the importance of 
creating safe, engaging spaces 
for teens to relax, seek support, 
or just get some homework 
help,” said Mayor Katjana Bal-
lantyne. “Our temporary teen 

spaces for fall and winter 2022, 
as well as our teen-internship 
led search for a permanent teen 
center, are important steps to 
learning how to shape a space 
that serves the diverse needs 
of teenagers navigating today’s 
world.”

HELP WANTED CUSTODIAL/ HANDYMAN

Looking for full or part 
time help Custodial/ 

Handyman McCarthy Self 
Storage Medford contact 

Maria (781)396-7724

EXCLUDE MUNICIPAL WORKERS (H 3771)
By Bob Katzen

The House 0-158, Senate on a 
voice vote without a roll call, 
rejected Gov. Baker’s amend-
ment that would exclude 
municipal employees from 
the emergency COVID-19 
paid leave program.

The Baker administration 
has defended the exclusion of 
municipal workers arguing 
that they already have strong 
leave protections in place 
and that many municipalities 
can access federal funds to 

implement their own leave 
programs that could align 
with state and federal leave 
guarantees.

Rep. Josh Cutler, (D-Pem-
broke), House chair of the 
Committee on Labor and 
Workforce Development 
disagreed with Baker. “As the 
speaker has made clear, the 
House stands firm in sup-
porting COVID emergency 
paid leave for all Massachu-
setts workers,” said Cutler. 
“That includes our municipal 
employees, the teachers, 

police officers, firefighters, 
health agents, janitors, veter-
ans’ agents and many others 
who have been essential to 
our state’s COVID-19 re-
sponse. Further, our actions 
today to address unemploy-
ment solvency account rates 
will help stem rising costs for 
employers and small busi-
nesses.”

House GOP Minority Leader 
Brad Jones (R-North Read-
ing) also disagreed with 
Baker, a fellow Republican. 
“Having access to emergency 

paid sick leave is essential to 
workers who are recovering 
from the coronavirus, caring 
for a family member or try-
ing to schedule their vaccina-
tion,” Jones said. “Municipal 
employees—including es-
sential frontline workers like 
police and firefighters—have 
also faced numerous chal-
lenges created by the COV-
ID-19 global pandemic, and 
the House’s vote will ensure 
that they are also entitled to 
the same paid sick leave ben-
efits as other non-municipal 
workers.”

(A “No” vote is against the 
amendment and favors 
including municipal employ-
ees.)

Rep. Christine Barber No 
Rep. Mike Connolly No Rep. 
Erika Uyterhoeven No
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847COCO FLOW 

STYLE BARBER 
SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

85A Broadway Somerville MA 02145

LOVING SOMERVILLE THAT MUCH!

By Bob Katzen

The House 156-0, Senate 
on a voice vote without 
a roll call, approved a 
$1.6 billion supplemental 
budget that contains $700 
million for COVID-19 
related expenses including 
$432 million for COV-
ID-19 testing, $72 million 
for treatments, $45 million 

for expanded vaccination 
access and $25 million for 
personal protective equip-
ment.

Other provisions include 
$140 million for grants to 
special education schools 
to address the impacts of 
COVID-19 and subse-
quent variants; $100 mil-
lion for cities and towns 

for roads; $100 million for 
rental assistance for needy 
families; and extending 
eviction protections for 
tenants who have active 
assistance applications.

The package also extends 
from April 1, 2022 to April 
1, 2023 outdoor dining at 
restaurants and from May 
1, 2022 to April 1, 2023 the 

law allowing restaurants to 
sell beer, wine and cock-
tails with takeout orders.

Supporters said the pack-
age is a fiscally responsible 
one that will fund impor-
tant programs, benefit 
many residents and help 
Massachusetts prepare for 
the future.

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
$1.6 billion package).

Rep. Christine Barber Yes 
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes 
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven 
Yes

We love Somerville and 
we are going to fight for 
what is right! We are for 
the people,
William “Billy” Tauro

Premiere on Broadway Hiring!
Email koryn.zammuto8@gmail.com

By Bob Katzen

The House 156-0, Senate on a 
voice vote without a roll call, 
approved a $1.6 billion supple-
mental budget that contains 
$700 million for COVID-19 
related expenses including 
$432 million for COVID-19 
testing, $72 million for 

treatments, $45 million for 
expanded vaccination access 
and $25 million for personal 
protective equipment.

Other provisions include $140 
million for grants to special 
education schools to address 
the impacts of COVID-19 and 
subsequent variants; $100 mil-

lion for cities and towns for 
roads; $100 million for rental 
assistance for needy families; 
and extending eviction pro-
tections for tenants who have 
active assistance applications.

The package also extends from 
April 1, 2022 to April 1, 2023 
outdoor dining at restaurants 

and from May 1, 2022 to April 
1, 2023 the law allowing res-
taurants to sell beer, wine and 
cocktails with takeout orders.

Supporters said the package is 
a fiscally responsible one that 
will fund important programs, 
benefit many residents and 
help Massachusetts prepare 

for the future.

(A “Yes” vote is for the $1.6 
billion package).

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

COVID-19 POLICY EXTENSIONS (S 2475)

$1.6 BILLION SPENDING PACKAGE (H 4532)
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

JANET GHIOZZI LAER 
REALTY PARTNERS 

(978) 984- 2038

Buyers looking for their first, or next, home and sellers looking for the 
best outcome from their home sale can contact Janet L Ghiozzi 

at (978) 984-2038

OLD GLORY FLAGPOLE COMPANY

Now until in of year Christmas special 25’ flagpole complete with revolving 
truck 4” gold ball 4×6 American flag installed $1250 . Looking for that unique gift.

Legal Ad Notice

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 12/13/2022
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Great Hill Dental Partners  Somerville (617)631-9042

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

TO:SOMERVILLE CITY HALL FROM:CLARENDON HILL TOWERS RESIDENTS, BUS 
RIDERS AND ALL CITIZENS RE: OUR CHRISTMAS WISH LIST

By Karen Glover

  This past Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022, 
was a bright, sunshiny day. I took a 
walk to Holland St. to see what Brad, 
our Transportation Monster, did, if 
anything, about his now notorious 
“Senior Citizen Sitting Duck Bench.” 
This bizarre bench, situated in the 
middle of traffic, was recently and 
predictably, demolished by a traffic 
accident. The Mayor, Brad, Brad’s 
boss were warned in print, in person 
at the Ward 7 meeting that this bench 
in the middle of traffic was an ac-
cident waiting to happen.

 Brad’s boss actually experienced 
some sort of meltdown at the meet-
ing. I guess they can dish it out to us, 
but can’t take a bit of insightful criti-
cism from a senior citizen who has 
actually sat on this bench…horrified. 
Thankfully, as far as I know, nobody 
was hurt.  I was curious, did he just 
patch up the bench and reinstall it 
in the middle of traffic.  I wouldn’t 
put it past Brad to do just that…he is 
certainly an adept right-fighter. No! 
Thank goodness!…but, what is Brad, 
our transportation goof up, going 
to do now?  How will he rectify  his 
blunderous designs? He installed 
these treacherously placed benches 
around the city, to the horror of 
Seniors, and really, everybody who 
stared at these bizarre bench instal-
lations in disbelief. So, the resolve of 
the bench debacle remains to be seen.
  The City’s lush Christmas Wreaths, 
full Christmas Planters, Hanging 
Pots, huge Red Velvet Bows are so 
splendid and abound along Teele 

Sq. and throughout the city…I felt 
immersed in a picturesque Christmas 
Spirit.  Wait a minute…what’s going 
on? Flashing, flickering blue lights 
emanating from the near distance 
in Davis Square? Oh, my! The busy 
block where the Crepe Restaurant is 
frequented was truly a chaotic scene. 
The flashing, alarming blue lights, 
were on top of an unmarked police 
car or city car meant to keep pedes-
trians aware of men a work…on a 
Sunday…ugh.  Is that time and a half 
pay? Double time pay?  I don’t know, 
but if the mayor is encouraging 
foot traffic around Davis Sq. (she’s 
anti-car, by the way) are pedestrians 
breathing in noxious fumes the way 
to go about it? The intrusive flashing 
blue lights, a gigantic, superlong 
K5 Corp Pavement Marking Truck, 
workers busy drilling, spraying, do-
ing curb work, policemen redirect-
ing pedestrians…what a wet, smelly 
mess.
  I do wonder about the crumbling 
cobblestones, the massive amounts 
of missing bricks, (referred to as 
“Senior Trippers”) why are these 
new projects always being initiated 
instead of simply fixing the basics…
too boring for Brad? No innovation 
in repairing what once were beautiful 
cobblestones?
  Unfortunately, the newly installed 
black upside-down horseshoe shaped 
ugly structures installed on the 
sidewalk are impossible to overlook.  
Whatever asinine, probably useless 
purpose they serve, please enlighten 
us asap! These installations are just 
additional UGLY, useless eyesores.  
Why should this be a surprise? By 

now we are painfully aware of Brad’s 
bizarre sense of aesthetics.  His 
aesthetic mantra is the word “UGLY.” 
Brad delights in UGLY! i.e. The 
Powderhouse Sq. Obstacle Course 
sticks, dirty, filthy equals UGLY. 
Traffic lights covered with garbage 
bags…UGLY…Cement cylinders 
and Cement Blocks abound in Davis 
Square…UGLY! In the Mayor’s and 
Brad’s Woke World, UGLY is the new 
beautiful.
  We do know that Brad, our Trans-
portation Monster, appears to be 
afflicted with a bench fetish.  In one 
way or another, he is determined to 
make benches a daily sadistic misery 
to punish people who don’t ride 
bicycles. How dare we have the gall 
to want to sit on a safe bench out of 
harms way! The bench on Broadway, 
across from Clarendon Hill Towers 
was removed last year. As the story 
goes, the bench got hit by a street 
plow, and the City (Brad) used this 
scenario as an excuse not to replace 
the bench. Another reason the bench 
was not replaced was that sometimes 
people would congregate at the bench 
and hang out.  The police would 
occasionally appear and quickly have 
the people move along; no problems, 
no incidents, etc. So the people get 
dispersed and life goes on…oh, no, 
not in Brad’s Woke World. Brad took 
away the bench and instead, installed 
his UGLY upside down horseshoe bi-
zarre thingy in the sidewalk.  Again, 
what is this thingy near the bus stop 
for…is it for leaning on for support 
while standing up waiting for the 
#87 bus to Arlington? Please, Brad, 
muster up a modicum of rationality 
and reinstall the bench.  We need this 
bench during the icy Winter months! 
Maybe get in the Christmas Spirit 
of Giving instead of Taking Away, 
and surprise us with a bench with an 
enclosure!
  Most importantly, about five 
months ago, The Ward 7 Precinct 2 
Councilor,  initiated a conversation 
with me regarding her opinion that 
the clarendon Hill Towers MBTA Bus 
Terminal was in a sorry, dilapidated 
state of disrepair.  She stated the 
terminal required a complete overall 
of repaving, not a patch up deal. This 
pavement is truly another treacher-
ous walking nightmare. Cracks, huge 
holes, protruding lumps, dirty slimy 
puddles, the works.  It’s a shameful, 

disgusting reflection of neglect by 
the City in this area of Somerville. 
Yes, a renovation of a nearby housing 
development is in the works…that 
has nothing to do with this MBTA 
Bus Terminal in dire need of emer-
gency, expertly executed repaving 
by the City.  Ice and Snow are on the 
way!  The Citizens of Somerville, The 
Residents of Clarendon Hill Tow-
ers, all the bus riders, visitors who 
frequent this terminal deserve to be 
safe.  What is the City waiting for?  Is 
repaving this terminal, not patching 
it up (by the way, the constant patch 
jobs on Broadway in our area are a 
complete mess as well)…too boring, 
not as innovative and exciting as 
digging up Davis Square this past 
weekend?
    Brad and his MBTA Bus Redesign 
Protegees, oops, colleagues, col-
laborators?… willy-nilly eliminated 
our buses this past summer without 
an intelligent second thought, that is, 
until they received massive pushback 
and reinstated the routes.  Subse-
quently, the Mayor, Brad, The Ward 
7 City Councilor, the MBTA group, 
attempted to smooth over that blun-
der. During a visit to Clarendon Hill 
Towers, it was agreed that the bus 
terminal should be fixed.  It’s been 
about five months and counting.
  Truthfully, the Mayor and Brad dig 
up this City left and right.  In this 
area of the city, we are sick of being 
treated like “hillbillies” living on “the 
wrong side of the tracks.” We are 
only paid attention to after months 
of petition signing and pushback to 
stupidly try to eliminate our buses. 
We are only paid attention to when 
these politicians eagerly come to 
Clarendon Hill Towers pandering for 
votes.  Oh, then they just love us so 
much!
  Why are there NO lush Christmas 
Tree Wreaths, beautiful planters, Red 
Velvet Ribbons and filled hanging 
festive pots along Broadway from 
Teele Square toward Clarendon Hill 
Towers to Rt.16? We have trees, we 
have poles, we have room on the 
sidewalks to accommodate planters.
   Our Woke World of politicians 
in Somerville obviously have some 
serious collective emotional issues 
with Seniors, Benches, improving 
and maintaining sidewalks, bus ter-
minals, and being super stingy about 
spreading the City Hall (recently 

decided thru pushback) Christmas 
Spirit our way.  We don’t expect the 
City to make amends by attempting 
to not display a City Hall Christmas 
Tree, by going overboard and spend-
ing an alleged $325,000 on Christmas 
Decorations as allegedly done by the 
former really Woke administration, 
but whatever the City Christmas 
Decorating Budget is…how about 
spending a few bucks decorating 
this area of Somerville?  How about 
attaching some Lush Christmas 
Wreaths to
the Clarendon Hill Towers Iron 
Fence? The fence spans from 
Broadway across Stop and Shop to 
Rt. 16. You know, the sidewalks our 
Clarendon Hill Towers Maintenance 
Team has been slaving away for years 
to clean up after the City during the 
harsh Winter months?  City Hall, 
spread some Christmas Cheer in this 
part of the City where, don’t forget, 
you’ll be coming here eagerly looking 
for votes in the near future!
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

Beginning 12/12/22 contrac-
tors will begin underground 
utility improvements along 
Highland Ave. Here’s what 
you need to know ahead of 
your commute:

➡️Westbound traffic will be 
detoured south on School 
St. and west on Summer 
St. before turning right on 
Lowell St. to return to High-
land Ave. Eastbound traffic 
remains as usual.
➡️Temporary sidewalks will 
be installed to maintain safe 
crossings.

➡️MBTA buses 88 and 90 will 
be allowed to proceed along 
Highland in both directions 
during the detour.

➡️All businesses will remain 

open and accessible during 
construction.

For questions, please email 
construction@somervillema.
gov or call the Engineering 
Division at 617-625-6600 
ext. 5400.

HIGHLAND AVE. (SCHOOL ST. TO CENTRAL ST.) WESTBOUND TRAFFIC DETOUR

Legal Ad Notice

Somerville Housing Authority
Capen Court (667-1)
Chiller Replacement Project

Advertisement for Bid
00.11.13 - 1

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
CAPEN COURT (667-1)

HVAC CONTROLS REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT
SOMERVILLE HOUSING AUTHOR-
ITY

THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELEC-
TRONICALLY BID AND HARD COPY 
BIDS WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.
Please review the instructions in the 
bid documents on how to register as an 
electronic bidder.
The bids are to be prepared and submit-
ted at www.biddocsonline.com. Tutori-

als and
instructions on how to complete the 
electronic bid documents are available 
online.
GENERAL BIDS
The Somerville Housing Authority 
invites HVAC Contractors to submit Bid 
Proposals for the Chiller
Replacement Project at the Capen Court 
(667-1) Senior Housing Development in 
Somerville,
Massachusetts. General bidders must be 
certified by the Division of Capital Asset 
Management and
Maintenance (DCAMM) in the Heat-
ing, Ventilating and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) category. Bidders
must include a current DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility and a signed 
DCAMM Update Statement.
The Project consists of: Removal and 
replacement of the existing air cooled 
chiller located on the roof
with a new air cooled chiller in the same 
location. New piping, valves, accessories 
and piping
insulation to be installed for the new 
chiller as shown on the drawings.
General Bids will be received until 2:00 
PM, (local legal time) Thursday January 
12, 2023 and
publicly opened on-line, forthwith.
General bids shall be accompanied by 
a bid deposit that is not less than five 
percent (5%) of the
greatest possible bid amount in the 
form of a bid bond, certified check, 

treasurer&#39;s check or cashier&#39;s
check issued by a responsible bank or 
trust company made payable to the 
Somerville Housing
Authority. The Bid Deposit shall be 
satisfactory to the Awarding Authority 
and conditioned upon the
faithful performance by the principal of 
the agreements contained in the Bid.
CONSTRUCTION COSTS
Construction costs are estimated to be 
$244,950.00.
PRE-BID CONFERENCE
A pre-bid walkthrough shall be held 
at the site located at 1 Capen Court, 
Somerville, MA 02144 on
Thursday, January 5, 2023 @ 10:00 AM. 
Contractors shall meet at the site. Con-
tractors shall meet all
COVID-19 safety requirements.
BID DOCUMENTS AND DEPOSIT
All Bids shall be submitted electronically 
online at www.BidDocsOnline.com no 
later than the date &amp;
time specified above. Please review the 
instructions in the bid documents on 
how to register as an
electronic bidder. The bids are to be 
prepared and submitted at www.Bid-
DocsOnline.com. Tutorials and
instructions on how to complete the 
electronic bid documents are available 
online (click on the “Tutorial”
tab at the bottom footer).

Somerville Housing Authority
Capen Court (667-1)

Chiller Replacement Project

Advertisement for Bid
00.11.13 - 2
Bid Forms and Contract Documents 
will be available for pick-up at www.
BidDocsOnline.com (may be
viewed electronically and hardcopy 
requested) or at Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 
433 Main Street,
Hudson, MA 01749 (978-568-1167)
There is a plan deposit of $50 per set 
(maximum of 2 sets) payable to BidDocs 
Online, Inc.
Deposits must be a certified or 
cashier&#39;s check, or money order. 
This deposit will be refunded for up to
two sets for general bidders upon return 
of the sets in good condition within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of
general bids. Otherwise, the deposit 
shall be the property of the Awarding 
Authority.
Additional sets may be purchased for 
$50.00
Bidders requesting Contract Documents 
to be mailed to them shall include a 
separate check for $40.00
per set for UPS Ground (or $65.00 per 
set for UPS Overnight), payable to Bid-
Docs Online, Inc. to
cover mail handling costs.
Bids and the Contract are subject to: 
M.G.L. c.149 §44A-J and to minimum 
wage rates as required by
M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive, 
Housing and Urban Development Act of 

1968, Equal Opportunity
provisions of Executive Order 11246, 
Non-Discrimination provision of Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, Labor Standards of the Davis-
Bacon Act and related acts and Contract 
Work Hours Standard Act,
and prevailing wage determinations as 
issued by the U.S. Secretary of Labor. 
The work performed
under this contract is funded in part 
through the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974 and
is subject to all provisions and regula-
tions issued pursuant to this act.
This project is covered by Section 3 of 
the HUD Act of 1968.
All Bids for the project are subject to the 
provisions of the Massachusetts General 
Laws (Ter. Ed.),
Chapter 149, Sections 44A to 44L inclu-
sive as amended.
RIGHT OF THE AWARDING AU-
THORITY TO REJECT BIDS
The right is reserved by the Somerville 
Housing Authority to reject any or all 
Bids, if it be in their
interest to do so.

MINIMUM WAGE RATES
Bids are subject to the Federal Davis-
Bacon wage rates and Related Acts.

Somerville/Medford News Weekly 
12/13/2022, 12,/20/2022

By Bob Katzen

The Massachusetts Gam-
ing Commission voted 
unanimously to award 
Everett’s casino, Encore 
Boston Harbor, the first 
sports wagering operator 
license in the state’s his-
tory. “Next on the agenda 

is that the Everett casino 
now must obtain a cer-
tificate of operations and 
meet additional condi-
tions before bets can actu-
ally be accepted.

“I think that this is great 
for the commonwealth,” 
said Gaming Commis-

sioner Jordan Maynard. 
Earlier this week the com-
mission deferred its vote 
on the applications from 
Plainridge Park Casino in 
Plainville and Springfield’s 
MGM.

Gov. Charlie Baker had 
signed the law after a four-

year effort by proponents 
to legalize sports bet-
ting on professional and 
college sports for Mas-
sachusetts residents over 
21 years old at the state’s 
casinos, slots parlors, 
simulcast centers and 
through mobile platforms. 
Betting on Massachusetts 

colleges and universities 
would not be allowed 
unless the school is play-
ing in a tournament like 
March Madness.

HISTORIC FIRST SPORTS BETTING LICENSE GOES TO ENCORE BOSTON HARBOR
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JACK LISTER REALTOR® BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02145

617-776-3311- Office * 617-438-2460 – Cell * 617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-Lister

Jack The Lister   Call Jack and start to PACK

The Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly on the Run at 

Vinny’s Superette
Stop in at Vinny’s Superette in Somerville 
and pick up your free copy of the Somer-
ville News Weekly! And while you’re 
there try some of the world’s best Italian 
food! While you’re sitting back read-
ing your Somerville News Weekly for a 
few relaxing minutes the good people of 
Vinny’s Superette will prepare a nice fresh 
homemade Italian meal to satisfy your 
cravings within minutes! Check them out 
at 76 Broadway, Somerville and tell them 
we sent you!

SOMERVILLE TO CELEBRATE GREEN LINE EXTENSION OPENING
Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 13-25, rejected 
an amendment that would 
require each city and town 
to have at least one ballot 
drop box for voters to de-
posit their ballots from the 
day the ballots are printed 
and available to voters until 
the polls close on Election 
Day.

The amendment requires 
municipalities with more 
than 25,000 voters to 
provide one drop box per 
25,000 voters and requires 
the boxes to be in a public 
location that is accessible to 
voters for at least 12 hours 
per day.

“During the 2020 elec-

tion, we witnessed how 
the expanded use of ballot 
drop boxes provided a safe, 
convenient and accessible 
way of voting amid a global 
pandemic,” said amendment 
sponsor Sen. Becca Rausch 
(D-Needham). “However, 
in some of our largest cities 
and smaller towns, drop 
boxes were not a viable 
voting option because they 

weren’t accessible, weren’t 
open or didn’t even exist. We 
can fix that problem set-
ting baseline standards for 
municipal ballot drop box 
accessibility.”

“Mandating that municipali-
ties maintain one ballot drop 
box per 25,000 residents 
would create substantial 
new costs and obligations,” 

said Sen. Cindy Creem 
(D-Newton). “Not only 
would municipalities have 
to purchase and deploy the 
drop box, they would have 
to devote staff time to the 
periodic collection of ballots 
and to collecting ballots on 
Election Day when they are 
already stretched thin.”

Community Celebration with 
music, kid’s choo-choo train, 
food truck and more at Somer-
ville High School, Saturday, 
December 17

Opening Day Celebration with 
music at Ball Square Station, 
Monday, December 12

SOMERVILLE – It’s finally real. 
After decades of advocacy, a 
lawsuit, endless planning, de-
lays, a miraculous win of federal 
funding, more advocacy, an 
11th hour save via a $50 million 
payment, bridge closures, travel 
disruptions, and several years of 
less-than-welcome construction 
impacts, the Green Line Exten-
sion is finally here. Passenger 
service will begin on the Med-

ford Branch’s five shiny, new T 
stops on Monday, December 
12. So, of course, Somerville is 
going to celebrate – two times. 
The City is hosting a big all-
community party on Saturday, 
December 17, and a morning 
rush hour celebration at the Ball 
Square Station on opening day, 
Monday, December 12.

“We couldn’t be more excited to 
celebrate the beginning of full 
Green Line service in Somer-
ville. Expanding public transit 
access is vital to creating a more 
equitable future, more jobs, 
cleaner air, and greater sustain-
ability,” said Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne. “Our transit advo-
cates, our elected officials, and 
City, State, and MBTA staff all 

deserve immense gratitude for 
their tireless work to bring this 
historical public transit expan-
sion to our area. As a frequent 
rider myself, I look forward to 
seeing my neighbors on the T 
soon – and at our two upcom-
ing celebrations.”

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 
invites the community to cel-
ebrate this historic milestone at 
two events:

Go Green Line! Community 
Celebration
2-4 p.m. Community Celebra-
tion (rain or shine, choo-choo 
train is weather permitting): 
The main event is the Satur-
day, December 17, Go Green 
Line! Community Celebration 

at Somerville High School (81 
Highland Avenue). The indoor-
outdoor celebration will feature 
a kid’s choo-choo train ride 
(outside), live music, indoor 
children’s activities, an oral 
history project, a food truck 
and hot cocoa, other refresh-
ments, a speaking program, and 
more. Event attendees will also 
be close enough to walk down 
and check out the new Gilman 
Square T-stop behind the High 
School before or after the event.

Opening Day Celebration at 
Ball Square Station
4:45 a.m., First Ride: Passenger 
service begins.
Rush hour celebration at Ball 
Square Station: Mayor Bal-
lantyne, advocates, and City 

staff will greet T riders and all 
interested T fans at Ball Square 
Station to celebrate the opening 
of the full Green Line Extension 
with a band and free opening 
day memorabilia. Exact tim-
ing is dependent upon MBTA 
activities planned for the day. 
The City will announce specific 
times soon and will post them 
as well to http://www.somervil-
lema.gov/GLX. Come join in at 
Ball Square station, which has 
a good-sized public gathering 
area to celebrate all five new 
stations.

For more information on the 
Green Line, including a full 
service map and daily schedules 
visit mbta.com/green.

DROP BOXES FOR VOTERS (S 2545)

By Bob Katzen

The Senate 7-31, rejected an 
amendment that would allow 
voters to choose to become a 
permanent voter by mail for all 
future elections, a temporary 
voter by mail for all elections in 
a calendar year or a temporary 
voter by mail for one specific 
election.

The measure automatically 
enrolls voters who voted by mail 
in the 2020 state primary and 
general election as permanent 
mail voters. Voters would also 
have the option to change their 
status at any time.

Sponsor Sen. Becca Rausch said 
that the state does not require 
voters to reregister every year and 
should not require voters to sign 

up for various voting methods 
each year.

“By allowing voters to choose 
automatic delivery of a ballot in 
every election, we tear down un-
necessary barriers to exercising 
the right to vote,” said Rausch. 
“Every extra step we add to the 
process of voting—including 
forcing people to opt into vote by 
mail annually—places another 

burden on the voter in their 
exercising of this fundamental 
right. Elections must be acces-
sible for all voters, plain and 
simple. Expanding voting options 
to include a permanent vote by 
mail status is one way we can 
empower voters to exercise their 
fundamental right to vote.”

“We do feel that it is important 
that each voter opt in to vote by 

mail on a regular basis [because 
it] is goanna count for any ad-
dress change, etc.,” said Sen. 
Barry Finegold (D-Andover). 
“People do move and this amend-
ment would have ballots sent to 
their former address in perpetu-
ity.”

PERMANENT VOTING BY MAIL OPTION (S 2545)
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS
Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 

delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up 
to date with the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced staff 

provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with friends in our dining area, 

or sampling one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around the world, the experience at Exchange Street 
Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148

DR. MOUHAB RIZKALLAH -OUR “PERSON OF THE YEAR” (2022)

Photo1:Dr. Mouhab Rizkallah’s 
hand is victoriously raised with 
Massachusetts Dental Society 
President-Elect Dr. Abe Abdul 
in front of the Grand Staircase of 
the Massachusetts State House – 
moments after “Question 2” was 
signed into law by Secretary of 
State William Galvin.
 

Photo2:MA Secretary of State, 
William Galvin, signs Question 2 
into law, as Question 2 author Dr. 
Mouhab Rizkallah and numer-
ous supporting leaders from the 
American Dental Association and 
Massachusetts Dental Society stand 
by.

By William Tauro
 
Why is Dr. Mouhab Rizkallah our 
person of the year?  This Bos-
ton Globe Article linked below 
explains Rizkallah’s remarkable 
2022 accomplishments:  Massa-
chusetts is now “the Birthplace of 
a Dental Revolution….Rizkallah’s 
crusade sparked a fire….often how 
a revolution starts…. one passion-
ate person…..with a cause that can 
win the hearts of many.”    
 

A Somerville Orthodontist, Dr. 

Mouhab Rizkallah is the actual 
Author and Chairman of Question 
2 (Regulation of Dental Insurance), 
which recently won a decisive 72% 
YES-vote victory (only 4 Ballots 
achieved that percent-win in the 
past 30 years).  
 
Massachusetts’ Question 2 is the 
first dental law in the nation to 
require dental insurance plans to 
pay a minimum percentage (83%) 
of insurance-premium revenue 
towards patient care (medical laws 
already require this minimum 
percentage for medical plans across 
the country).  Question 2 is the 
first such dental law – it will reduce 
patient copays and increase dental 
care access.
 
Apparently Dr. Mouhab Rizkal-
lah’s law (which personally cost 
him $2.8 Million) has changed 
the nation.  The President of the 
American Dental Association 
(ADA) came to Massachusetts for 
election night, and said “What 
you’ve done….has set the stage 
for the rest of the country.” –  Dr. 
Rizkallah will be awarded the ADA 
Presidential Citation.    
 
In the YouTube video linked below 
entitled The Boston “Teeth” Party, 
multiple leaders in dentistry rally 
around Dr. Rizkallah and his win-

ning Question 2 on election night.  
Rizkallah declares “In adopting 
Question 2, Massachusetts voters 
have started a nation-wide Revolu-
tion, dubbed The Boston ‘Teeth’ 
Party.”  Exuberant cheers and claps 
follow.
 
Dr. Abe Abdul (President elect 
– Massachusetts Dental Society) 
follows Rizkallah’s victory speech 
starting with a long embrace 
between them.  Abdul states “I 
am humbled you brought me 
onto your team.”  Dr. Abdul asks 
“Massachusetts, America, do you 
hear us?…..we are here today not 
to make a political point….we are 
here because 30% of low income 
elderly report they can’t chew 
food.”  He breaks down in tears, 
recomposes,  and states “This is the 
beginning of change.”  
 
Dr. Patricia Brown (Past President 
– American Academy of Dental 
Sciences) followed Dr. Abdul stat-
ing “I have been practicing for 50 
years, and this is the biggest victory 
in my life…thank you Dr. Rizkal-
lah for letting me be part of this.”  
Rizkallah replies with “My honor.”  
 
Dr. Andrew Chase (Past Presi-
dent – Massachusetts Association 
of Orthodontists) then takes the 
stage, and states “It’s been said that 
it is not the size of the dog in the 
fight – but the size of the fight in 
the dog…the most powerful fight 
of any dentist I know is in Dr. Mo 
Rizkallah.”  
 
Campaign Finance reporting 
shows every state dental society in 
the nation supported Question 2, 
because it will affect patients in all 
states – a national “revolution.”  
 
When asked why it is so “revolu-
tionary,” Dr. Mouhab Rizkallah 
explained:  “No state has this law 
for dental Insurance because the 
dental insurance lobby can power-
fully block normal bills.  But they 

are powerless against a ballot ques-
tion, and this was the first dental 
ballot in the nation.  I designed it 
to 1) set a minimum state spending 
percentage and 2)require annual 
financial data to expose their waste.  
That waste-reporting will convince 
the other 49 state legislatures to 
adopt a similar dental insurance 
regulation.  The waste-reporting 
was specifically designed for na-
tional impact.”
 
When asked if insurance compa-
nies can afford the 83% rule, Dr. 
Rizkallah said “Yes, here are the 
facts” and he pointed to a political 
ad he used during the Question 
2 campaign, which shows Delta 
Dental of Massachusetts contrib-
uted $291 Million to their parent 
company the same year they only 
provided $177 Million for patient 
care (Delta pays no taxes and files 
as a “not for profit” company).  
 
When asked if Question 2 will fix 
this problem, Rizkallah stated “Yes, 
this law changes the insurance 
paradigm from ‘they make more 
by spending less on patient care’ to 
‘they make more by spending more 
on patient care.’  This will signifi-
cantly advance oral health across 
the nation.”
 
This year, Dr. Rizkallah has 
outdone himself with a national 
platform, a nation of leaders 
behind him, and a national oral 
health impact affecting hundreds 
of millions of patients.  
 

We presented our 2022 Person of 
the year award to the distinguished 
Dr. Mouhab Z. Rizkallah, and he 
pointed to particular doctors and 
patient supporters, saying “Thank 
you.  I must recognize and share 
this award with the following 
dedicated doctors:  Dr. Abe Abdul, 
Dr. Patricia Brown, Dr. Andrew 
Chase, Dr. Laura Rizkallah, Dr. 
Robert Petrosino, Dr. Jill Tanzi, Dr. 
Kristine Grazioso, Dr. Jeff Low-
enstein, Dr. Arnie Weiss, Dr. John 
Choi, Dr. Richard Rosato, and Dr. 
Michael Davis.  And the following 
dedicated patients: Linda Gendall, 
Deisy Kumar, Joanne Dempsey, 
John Gendall, and Neill Kumar.  
They are national dental heroes.”
 
Dr. Mouhab Rizkallah and the 
leaders he shared his award with 
are our Person(s) of the year 2022.    
 
Click on link below to read articles:
 
Boston Globe Article
https://www.bostonglobe.
com/2022/12/05/business/why-
mass-could-be-birthplace-new-
revolution-teeth/  



22                     Tuesday December 13th, 2022            The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly

Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS
(781)729-1040     34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746



 The Somerville/MedfordNews Weekly    Tuesday December 13th, 2022              23

Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC   SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist Somerville (617)629-9300
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

PREMIERE ON BROADWAY SOMERVILLE’S #1 HOTSPOT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


