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Somerville Police 
Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories  Page 

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through 

Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu 
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available. 

Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

$250 OR $500 TAX REBATE 
TO SOME TAXPAYERS

Continued to page 21

Continued to page 14

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT! 

Order Yours Today!

SOME COVID-19 
POLICIES 

EXTENDED

SPD & SFD DELIVER 
BABY ROADSIDE

Continued to page 7
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__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making 
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 
Local: (617)293-2016

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly 
is published every Tuesday

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH 

REAL ESTATE

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com       Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com
               (617)818-5736                                        (617)610-5382

MAKES THE 
PERFECT 

GIFT! 
Order Yours Today!
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:   (617)625-5000
       or (617)628-0600

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY 
617.776.3311 Office/ 617-438-2460 Cell– SOMERVILLE

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per 
gallon Discount Program

*We Take On Fuel Assistance 
Customers

*Ask about our 
24 Hour Emergency Service 

Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and 

A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH BYRNE FOR WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED FOR THE 
HIGHEST SALES IN BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER!

Deborah Byrne
Relocation Director, Government Certified
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty 
Cell: (617) 201- 4730
Website: http://www.debbyrne.com

ROBERT’S OBITUARY

Robert L. Pedro – A lifelong 
Somerville resident, passed 
away peacefully with his family 
by his side on July 5, 2022. He 
was 78.

Born in Cambridge and raised 
in Somerville, Robert was the 
son of the late Angelo and Alice 
(Judkins) Pedro. Robert worked 
for many years as a laborer. 
On his down time her loved 
listening to Elvis, enjoying his 
Dunkin Donuts and playing 
with his cat Pepper, she was his 
baby. His biggest pride and joy 

were his family, especially his 
grandchildren and great grand-
children. He will be deeply 
missed by all who knew him.

Robert was the beloved hus-
band of 60 years to Jean (Coo-
per) Pedro. He was the devoted 
father of Sharon Pino and her 
husband Dom of Seabrook, 
NH, Karen Moberg and her 
husband Eric of Mansfield, 
Robert, Eric and Richard Pedro 
all of Somerville. The loving 
grandfather of Dennis Nicker-
son, Melissa Gundlach, Thomas 

Pedro, Kaitlyn Reynolds, Jessica 
Morais, Steven Pedro, Brittney 
Pedro, Palmira Pedro, Eric 
Pedro Jr., Ryan Ferrira, Tyler 
Ferrira and Collin Mirabile. 
Cherished great grandfather of 
Jasmine, Lilliana, Landon, Dil-
lon, Melanie, Olivia and Milo. 
He was the dear brother of 
Irene Tammaro of NV, Loretta 
Dowgas of NY and William Pe-
dro of FL, and the late Edward 
Pedro and sister and brother 
in-laws. Also survived by many 
nieces and nephews.

Calling Hours will be held in 
the George L. Doherty Funeral 
Home, 855 Broadway (Pow-
der House Sq.) Somerville, 
Wednesday July 13th from 
4:00PM to 7:00PM.

A prayer service will be held at 
6:30PM.

Relatives and friends are invited 
to attend.

Interment will be private.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING ROBERT L. PEDRO

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate set 
Saturday, August 13 and 
Sunday, August 14 as this 
year’s Sales Tax Holiday. 
This will allow consum-
ers to buy most products 
that cost under $2,500 on 
those two days without 

paying the state’s 6.25 per-
cent sales tax. This annual 
sales-tax-free weekend 
was made permanent in 
2018 and gives the Legis-
lature the authority to set 
the dates by June 15 each 
year.

Supporters of the holiday 

say it has been in effect for 
many years, would boost 
retail sales and noted that 
consumers would save 
millions of dollars. They 
argue that the state’s sales 
tax revenue loss would be 
offset by increased rev-
enue from the meals and 
gas tax revenue generated 

by shoppers on those two 
days.

Opponents of the bill say 
the state cannot afford 
the up to $30 million 
estimated revenue loss 
and argued the holiday 
actually generates little 
additional revenue for 

stores because consumers 
typically buy the products 
even without the tax-free 
days. They say that the 
Legislature should be 
looking at broader, deeper 
tax relief for individuals 
and businesses and not a 
tiny tax-free holiday.

SALES TAX HOLIDAY ON AUGUST 13 AND 14

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING LAZAROS LAZAROU
LAZAROS’ OBITUARY:

Lazaros Lazarou of 
Somerville, formerly of 
Kato Fteria, Greece passed 
away peacefully at home 
with his family by his side 
on July 9, 2022. He was 83.

Born and raised in Kato 
Fteria, Greece, he was 

the beloved son of Elias 
and Joanna (Penopoulou) 
Lazarous. Lazaros and his 
family emigrated over to 
the United States and they 
settled in Medford. He 
had a love for cooking and 
his love carried over into 
his career. Lazaros worked 
for 35 year at MIT in the 
kitchen, cooking delicious 

meals for all the students.
He was the beloved son of 
the late Elisa and Joanna 
(Penopolous) Lazarous. 
The devoted brother of 
Dimitrios “Dimitri” Laz-
arou and Naum Lazarous 
both of Somerville.
Services are pending.

$56 MILLION FOR FAMILIES OF VICTIMS OF HOLYOKE SOLDIERS’ HOME
By Bob Katzen

Senate 39-0, approved $56 
million in funding for the 
families of the victims of 
the COVID-19 outbreak 
at the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home. The Senate has 
already approved the 
measure and only final 

approval is needed in each 
branch before the measure 
goes to the governor for 
his signature.

“No amount of money 
will ever make up for the 
devastating loss and heart-
break that these families 
have been through,” said 

Sen. John Velis (D-Holy-
oke). “What happened 
at the Home was unac-
ceptable and will forever 
leave a scar on the com-
monwealth especially our 
Western Mass communi-
ties. No dollar figure will 
ever bring these families 
their loved ones back. 

That anguish and grief will 
always be there, but this 
settlement does ensure 
that the families no longer 
need to suffer the painful 
and long process of contin-
ued litigation.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the 
bill.)
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD NEWS WEEKLY SPEAKUP LINE:
COUNCILWOMAN STREZO CALLED OUT FOR IGNORING 

COBBLE HILL RESIDENTS RE: 90 WASHINGTON ST. CITY PLAN

Dear Billy T and Somerville/
Medford News Weekly Speakup 
Line,
Please post to letter addressed 
to Councilwoman Strezo for 
her ignoring of Cobble Hill 
Resident’s reaching out to her 
for help.

Dear Councilwoman Strezo:
 
I am resending my email 
with the entire string of email 
exchanges I have had with the 
City concerning our advocacy 
for Cobble Hill.  It should come 
as no surprise to anyone on this 
distribution that there remain 
important questions that con-
tinue to be ignored.  They will 
continue to be asked at every 
resident meeting with public 
officials. 
 
Respectfully,
 
Evelyn Ortiz

Subject: 90 Washington Street/
coffee hour
 

 

Dear Councilwoman Strezo:
 
Thank you for coming to our 
coffee hour last Thursday to 
speak with the residents of 
Cobble Hill who oppose a PSB 
at 90 Washington Street.
 
Although a week has passed, I 
was hoping I would not feel the 
need to write this email.  But 
with each day I have become 
more unsettled by the level 
of disrespect you, an invited 
guest at my weekly coffee 
hour, directed toward me in 
front of my residents.  I bring 
this to everyone’s attention 
because I know the residents 
plan on inviting other public 
officials to Cobble Hill in the 
coming weeks to address their 
concerns.  I sincerely hope 
this email will remind invited 
guests to keep the focus on the 
issues that divide us and not 
to let the discussion devolve 
into insulting me for my role in 
advocating for the Cobble Hill 
community. 
 
As you will recall, when I ar-

rived for the regularly sched-
uled 10:00 AM resident meet-
ing, you were already engaged 
in conversation with residents 
about Cobble Hill safety.  At a 
pause in your presentation, one 
resident respectfully informed 
you that I had entered the room 
and suggested I might want the 
opportunity to respond as well.  
And although you and I met 
when you were last invited in 
October to speak with the resi-
dents, you expressed exaggerat-
ed surprise to finally meet me.   
Dramatically, you rose from 
your chair and announced “oh, 
so you are Evelyn!  Let’s talk 
about those wonderful emails 
you send out.”  You then refer-
enced the Maya Angelou quote 
I used in a previous email and 
with incredulousness asked me 
“did you go to writing school?”  
You immediately followed that 
question with the comment “I 
did, and I can’t write as great as 
you.” When I informed you that 
I did not attend writing school, 
you responded with a sardonic 
“oh, I thought you did”. 
 
Your words are hard to forget as 
they were said in such a disre-
spectful tone in my workplace.  
They were gratuitous serving 
no benefit whatsoever except 
to showcase your intent to de-
mean my advocacy for Cobble 
Hill.   I concede to you that I 
do not possess the theatrical 
instincts of a practiced politi-
cian.  But I cede no ground in 
my long-held belief that Cobble 
Hill is being gaslighted by the 
City.   The next time however, I 
will be better prepared when a 

public official refuses to answer 
the many questions that were 
asked in my email exchanges.   
You Councilwoman Strezo 
made your choice to “cancel” 
me rather than share with Cob-
ble Hill the truth as to how the 
quality-of-life destroying PSB 
at 90 Washington Street came 
to be.  I now believe you prefer 
not to tell us the truth because 
truth demands action, and that 
action includes funding a new 
site selection study.       
Assuming you care, the con-
tents of my previous emails 
were derived from the input 
of many who seek to advocate 
on behalf of the 300 Cobble 
Hill families, the very commu-
nity where I have worked for 
20-years and where my mother 
resides.  If you had read my 
emails, you would have known 
this as I wrote “at no time have 
I spoken to or consulted with a 
lawyer, and neither have those 
who are helping me.”  I also let 
you know that as the Property 
Administrator,
 
“I don’t fix elevators when they 
are broken. I get quality people 
who do. I don’t provide resident 
services for elders who are 
aging in place. I get the caring 
professionals who do. Similarly, 
I have leaned on co-workers to 
help me understand why all of 
this is happening.” 
 
So yes, I assembled a team of 
thoughtful and kind advo-
cates which includes residents, 
neighbors, community activ-
ists and co-workers – none of 
whom went to school for writ-

ing – to assist me in preparing 
my emails.  
 
When advocating on behalf of 
a cause as important as saving 
the quality of life of 300 afford-
able elders, I don’t see the ben-
efit of operating in a vacuum.  
The City is making a horrible 
mistake in taking Cobble Hill’s 
parking lot, alleyway and lovely 
green space.  They are making 
a horrible mistake in seeking 
to locate a highly disruptive 
PSB next to the City’s largest 
senior development.  And they 
are making a horrible mistake 
by planning to construct a 
multi-story parking garage 
27-Ft from the views of elderly 
residents living at 84 Wash-
ington Street.  Even worse, the 
City’s anti-community Demon-
stration Plan showed wanton 
disregard for the wishes of the 
Cobble Hill residents, which 
has since extended into the 
larger Ward I neighborhood.  
This abuse of public trust 
would have gone unchecked if 
we had not mobilized to ferret 
out these horrible decisions.
 
I look forward to welcoming 
to my weekly coffee hour any 
public official that the residents 
choose to invite.  I only insist 
that the invitee be respectful 
while focusing on the message, 
not the messenger.
 
Respectfully,
 
 
Evelyn Ortiz

BICYCLE SHOP-E GRAND OPENING (617)251-6134
Congratulations to Bicycle Shop-E 
on your “Grand Opening” in 
Somerville!

20 Broadway East Somerville (Next 
to Mount Vernon Restaurant)

Bring in your pedal bike: tune ups 
and bikes to repair and come ride a 
Fiefield e Bike

Opening of Bicycle Shop-E

Somerville MA for Immediate 
Release

Bicycle Shop-E is now open in East 
Somerville at 20 Broadway!

Dickie Morgan, a lifetime Somer-

ville resident, opens a bicycle shop 
in East Somerville. Specializing in 
e-bike sales, repairs, and tune-
ups, Dickie is switching gears and 
bringing a new industry of bicycles 
to the storefront at 20 Broadway. 
E-bikes are equipped with an elec-
tric motor that aids the cyclist in 
pedaling. The bike does not propel 
the rider on its own but matches 
the amount of pedal power the cy-
clist applies to give you consistent 
speed. All motors are rechargeable 
and mounted to the bicycle. Bi-
cycle Shop-E carries Fifield e-bikes 
based in Hingham, MA.

If you are interested, Dickie can 
answer questions about the best 
e-bike option for your lifestyle and 

test rides are available. Trades are 
also welcomed! This will be the 
first e-bike shop in the community. 
Bicycle Shop-E will also provide 
repairs and tune-ups for all types 
of bicycles. They have non e-bike 
options for sale, as well.

Visit Us!

20 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145
Phone 617-251-6134
Bicycle Shop-E | Facebook
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING 
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

“Without all of the hustle and 
bustle of heading into Boston, 
why not just head locally right 
in Winchester at TAVOLA 
RESTAURANT where a little 
piece of Italy is waiting for 
you!”

“It’s as close as you can get for 
a real authentic Italian din-
ing experience that will keep 
you coming back for more” 
“Definitely a two thumbs up 
rating and absolutely worth 
checking them out!” Somer-

ville/Medford News Weekly/
Boston News Group

State of A Tavola:

A Tavola’s outdoor patio din-
ing is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also 
available! (with-in a small 
radius of A Tavola).

A special menu and special 
hours will be posted on our 
website as well as our social 
media channels. Please stay 
tuned for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will 
be available through our 
website, over the phone and 
in person. Starting Tuesday, 
for every gift card purchase 
over $100, we will add an ad-
ditional $20 gift card as a way 
to thank you for your support.

If there is anything in par-
ticular you would like to see 
from us or if you need help 
preparing food at home for 
your families please reach 
out and we will do our best 
to help. Whether it be recipe 
ideas with random things you 

might have purchased or if 
you run out of something that 
you need that we can help 
with please don’t hesitate to 
ask.

A Tavola Restaurant Win-
chester outdoor patio dining 
is open for business & takeout 
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your contin-
ued support.

https://www.atavolawin-
chester.com/

THIS WEEK’S QUOTABLE QUOTES ON BEACON HILL

By Bob Katzen

“These toxic chemicals 
don’t belong anywhere, let 
alone in food packaging. 
Kudos to Rhode Island for 
taking this important step 
to protect the public from 
PFAS. I hope Massachu-

setts will soon become the 
next state to act.”
— Ben Hellerstein, state 
director for Environ-
ment Massachusetts, on 
Rhode Island’s passage of 
a new law banning PFAS 
(per- and poly-fluoroal-
kyl substances) in food 

packaging. Supporters 
say that PFAs are danger-
ous chemicals which have 
been linked to a wide 
variety of health problems 
including immunosup-
pression, low birthweight, 
liver disease and testicular 
and kidney cancer.

“The Legislature’s move, 
driven by Speaker Ron 
Mariano and Senate Presi-
dent Karen Spilka, to give 
driver’s licenses to people 
in this country illegally 
resonated like no other is-
sue before with the people 
of Massachusetts. Mass-
Fiscal set a record with 
the number of people 
who used our website to 
contact their legislators 
opposing this vote.

—Paul Craney, spokes-
man for the Mass Fiscal 
Alliance.

“I look forward to work-
ing with you and your 
team and our team as we 
hopefully quickly and 
successfully settle the dif-
ferences between both of 
our bills. It’s the first time 
we’ve attempted to update 
and modernize the can-
nabis laws since they were 
enacted by the voters in 
2016 and modified by us 
in the Legislature in 2017.”
—Senate Ways and Means 
chair Sen. Mike Rodrigues 
(D-Westport) on the con-
ference committee work-
ing on drafting a compro-
mise version of a bill that 
would make changes in 

the cannabis laws.

“We’re seeing more day-
light shootings on busy 
streets and more guns 
in the hands of teenag-
ers. The common thread, 
beyond shooters willing to 
send bullets flying regard-
less of where they are, is 
that the guns were likely 
trafficked in from another 
state.”
—Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden 
urging governors and 
legislators in states with 
“easy-access gun purchase 
laws” to consider the im-
pacts their laws are having 
on cities like Boston.

GRAND OPENING OF BRIANNA’S CAFE IN SOMERVILLE Brianna’s Cafe 393 Medford St 
Somerville Open 6am to 3pm

REAL LIFE SOMERVILLE POLICE STORIES: POLICE ARE LOOKING TO IDENTIFY THE PICTURED INDIVIDUAL

Police are looking to iden-
tify the pictured individual 
in relation to an incident that 
occurred in Davis Square on 
June 7th, 2022. Anyone with 
information should contact 
Detective Alan Monaco at 
617-625-1600 Extension 7226, 
or text an anonymous tip to the 
confidential hotline at 617SPD 
(847411).
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HAPPY 97TH BIRTHDAY TO LIFELONG SOMERVILLE RESIDENT RITA ENDICOTT

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121

On June 14th at around 11PM 
the Somerville Police were on 
Washington St doing a follow 
up on an incident. As the of-
ficers were doing this, a pickup 
truck pulled over and a man got 
out to talk to the officers. His 
wife was in labor and was about 
to give birth. Quickly switching 
roles from law enforcement to 
medical aid, Lt. Vivolo, Of-
ficer Reece, and Officer Dylan 
Lambert assisted this expecting 
mom. Lt. Vivolo tried to get her 
comfortable and assessed her 

current status, while Ofc. Reece 
called for an ambulance, reas-
sured her, and got information 
from the husband. They were 
on their way to Mt. Auburn 
Hospital, but realized they 
weren’t going to make it.

It was clear to the officers that 
the baby was coming immedi-
ately, so Lt. Vivolo assisted the 
mother in preparing for birth, 
while Officer Reece looked for 
clean towels/clothing to catch 
the baby. Somerville Fire ar-

rived and gave Officer Reece 
the baby birth box, which she 
used to assist Somerville Police 
Lt. Vivolo and Somerville Fire 
Department Lt. Alcaraz, who 
were helping the mother get 
the baby out. After the baby 
was out, and its nose suctioned, 
and umbilical cord clamped, 
Cataldo Ambulance arrived on 
scene and the officers let them 
take over care and got them 
whatever supplies they needed. 
The parents were extremely 
relieved, and Officer Reece took 
a few photos of them on the fa-
ther’s phone so they could have 
memories of the birth. Officer 
Reece heard from one of the 
Cataldo paramedics the next 
day that the hospital staff said 
the baby was perfectly healthy 
and mom was doing great.

Below is the statement of the 
father who wanted to commend 
the officers for their actions:

On the night of 6/14 my fiancé 
and I were on our way to Mt. 
Auburn hospital with a baby on 

way, we’re live in Walpole but 
decided to have baby where she 
works. Night was all over the 
place, contractions started at 
9pm, followed by water break-
ing just after 10pm, we met my 
parents along highway to drop 
off our 1 year old son. Along 
the way we called the hospital 
for help and got disconnected, 
we called again to meet us as 
for she felt baby coming…. at 
that time we were in tunnel, 
distracted I missed exit and 
found myself taking 99 to new 
route for hospital…… 12 mins 
away fiancé started yelling she’s 
coming…. at that time I looked 
over and saw Lt. Carmine 
Vivolo with a two other officers, 
I pulled over and called out 
she’s in labor and babys coming 
we won’t make it to hospital. 
Lt Carmine and other officers 
came over, the female office 
stated she was on with dispatch 
and would have ambulance on 
way, Lt Carmine slapped on 
some gloves as fiancé stared she 
needs to push…. he gave the go 
and what felt like min he caught 

my daughter and was born @ 
11:05pm. With luck on my side 
Lt Carmine and his crew being 
there at the right time and the 
right place was able to deliver 
my beautiful daughter. I am 
gratefully thankful and honored 
to have had someone like Lt. 
Carmine to deliver my baby. 
We will be forever in his debt. 
I would like to thank the other 
2 officers with him that days, 
but never caught there names… 
I’m very thankful for the police 
dept and the fire dept in there 
hall and assistance.

Full story is also available at:
https://bit.ly/3nGRl72

Applications are now open 
for 11 income-restricted 
condominiums, avail-
able to eligible house-
holds through the City of 
Somerville’s Inclusionary 
Housing Program. Nine 
units, ranging from stu-
dios to three bedrooms, 

are available at 60 Cross 
Street East. Two units, 
both with two bedrooms, 
are available at 109 Pros-
pect Street.

Applications are due by 
Monday, August 1, at 2 
p.m. The lottery will take 

place Thursday, August 11. 
Get full eligibility criteria 
and applications online, or 
watch this informational 
video to learn more about 
the units and application 
process.

SOMERVILLE-11 AFFORDABLE UNITS AVAILABLE FOR ELIGIBLE FIRST-TIME BUYERS

SPD & SFD DELIVER BABY ROADSIDE Contined from front page

Happy 97th Birthday 
to Lifelong Somerville 
Resident Rita Endi-
cott. Her birthday is 
July 8th and we wish 
her many, many more!
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            Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito 
Breanna L. Rolland
Amy L. Connors
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 
Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air Conditioning
 Office (617)625-0386 

Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

PARIS NAILS2 
SOMERVILLE 

COMPLETE NAIL CARE 
FOR 

LADIES & GENTLEMEN 

(617)623-0745
C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM 

& MORE MEDFORD
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635 

781-393-5959

TUTOR:  MEDFORD/
SOMERVILLE 

MS an HS STUDENTS.  
College PROF and former HS teacher in Lang 

Arts and Reading Comp.  Please contact if 
your child is regressing in these vital skills.  

Fee=$30/hr.  
sadeyeso@bhcc.edu. 781-572-5130
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY 
PERSONAL NEEDED

Security Personal Needed For All 
Shifts in Medford Area Contact 
Number 781-953 8358
_____________________
PREMIERE ON 
BROADWAY NOW 
HIRING SERVERS & 
BAR STAFF

Advertise With Us For 
Only $25 Per Week!

Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016 

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Newstalk Shout Out continued from page 2

MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 

DUMPSTER RENTALS 
(781)395-1200 

OR (800)793-3746
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the 
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just 
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from 
Sullivan Station.

Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage 
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services 
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The 
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to 
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

Deborah Byrne, Government Certified Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty

What’s Your Home Worth? Get three automated Estimates – Instantly.

Call me for a no cost appraisal of your property! Ask me about our 2.5% commision savings 
program!

Accolades include: Top 4% Sales Nationwide, Chairmans Circle, Presidents Circle, Relocation 
Director, Notary Public Realtor®, CRS, CBR, CDPE, LMC, Energy Star Certification, Foreclosures 
MASS Certification, AHWD, CSP , SRES and RECS Top Producer in Massachusetts Awards

DEBORAH BYRNE, GOVERNMENT CERTIFIED BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY (617)201-4730

Open Positions: One
Term: Three years
The City of Somerville seeks one new 

member for the Municipal Scholar-
ship Committee, and all Somerville 
residents are invited to apply. Ap-
plicants must be Somerville residents. 
Boards and commissions offer an op-
portunity for residents with a range 
of experience, skills, expertise, and 
perspectives to share their talents and 
insights with their community.

The mission of the Municipal 
Scholarship Committee is to award 
scholarships to high school graduates 
to use toward their higher education 
expenses. The funding for the schol-
arships comes from voluntary contri-
butions made by Somerville taxpay-

ers. Scholarship Committee members 
develop a meeting schedule, review 
redacted scholarship applications, set 
criteria for scholarship awards, and 
make award recommendations.

The committee typically meets for a 
few hours a week over a four- to five-
week period. Members are appointed 
by the Mayor. These are volunteer 
positions.

Applications are due Friday, August 
5. Interested residents should submit 
a statement of interest to treasury@
somervillema.gov or Treasury De-
partment, 93 Highland Ave., Somer-

ville, MA 02143. Please contact Linda 
Dubuque at treasury@somervillema.
gov or 617-625-6600 ext. 3500 with 
questions.

The City of Somerville is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity em-
ployer and does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, sex, religion, 
age, national origin, disability or any 
other protected category. Women, 
minorities, veterans, and persons 
with disabilities are encouraged to 
apply. Auxiliary aids and services, 
written materials in alternative 
formats, and reasonable modifica-
tions in policies and procedures will 

be provided to qualified individuals 
with disabilities free of charge, upon 
request.

Persons with disabilities who need 
auxiliary aids and services for ef-
fective communication (i.e., CART, 
ASL), written materials in alternative 
formats, or reasonable modifications 
in policies and procedures in order 
to access the programs, activities, 
and meetings of the City of Somer-
ville should please contact Adrienne 
Pomeroy at 617-625-6600 ext. 2059 
or apomeroy@somervillema.gov.

SOMERVILLE MUNICIPAL SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE SEEKS ONE MEMBER

STATE DEP ISSUES NEW GUIDANCE ON ALERTING PUBLIC OF 
HAZARDOUS WATER QUALITY FOLLOWING RAINSTORM

Per State Regulations, City is In-

stalling New Signage and Issuing 
Reverse 911 Notification to Warn 
Public of Hazardous Water Qual-
ity After Significant Rainstorm

(MEDFORD)—In accordance 
with new Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion regulations on combined 
sewer and sanitary sewer 
overflow notifications, the City 
of Medford will be installing 
permanent signage at all public 

access points to the Mystic River 
informing the public of poten-
tially hazardous water conditions 
following significant rainfall.

In the event of a storm, a warn-
ing will be issued by the City to 
avoid contact with the Mystic 
River for a period of 48 hours 
upon receiving the alert. Storm 
water runoff has the potential 
to contain harmful bacteria and 
other hazardous materials fol-

lowing a substantial rainstorm. 
By having this water drain into 
the Mystic River, it creates unsafe 
conditions in the water for a two-
day period and when such an 
event occurs, boating, swimming 
and fishing are prohibited for the 
following 48 hours.

The permanent signage instructs 
people to scan a QR code or to 
call the Medford Board of Health 
at 781-393-2560 to see if there 

is an active warning. A reverse 
911 call will also be issued in 
the event of an active warning. 
To sign up to receive alerts, visit 
medfordma.org/alerts.

ArtBeat, the Somerville Arts 
Council’s annual multicul-
tural arts showcase, returns 
to Davis Square on Saturday, 
July 16 (rain date: July 17). 
Now in its 36th year, ArtBeat 
features an eclectic mix of 
music, dance, theater, food, 
performance, and activi-
ties. Come enjoy nearly 100 
vendors and community 

groups, two stages of music, 
and a dance showcase at 
the Somerville Theater, all 
inspired by this year’s theme: 
Rise.

ArtBeat runs from 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. throughout Davis 
Square, with a kickoff parade 
featuring the School of 
HONK at 10:30 a.m. Atten-

dance is free, but a suggested 
donation of $3 will get you 
an ArtBeat dog tag. Please 
see the attached PDF for a 
full schedule of events or 
visit somervilleartscouncil.
org.
Persons with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and ser-
vices for effective commu-
nication (i.e., CART, ASL), 

written materials in alterna-
tive formats, or reasonable 
modifications in policies and 
procedures in order to ac-
cess the programs, activities, 
and meetings of the City of 
Somerville should please 
contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
at 617-625-6600 ext. 2059 or 
apomeroy@somervillema.
gov.

ARTBEAT RETURNS TO DAVIS SQUARE JULY 16

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING ROSEMARY M. HANLEY

HANLEY, Rosemary (Murphy) – 
Of Somerville suddenly June 22, 2022.
Beloved daughter of the late Catherine 
Murphy.
Sister of Kathleen Lyons. Also survived 
by many loving neices, nephews and 

cousins.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated for 
Rosemary, Wednesday, June 29, 2022, 
in St. Clement Church, Somerville at 
11:00.
Family and friends are kindly invited to 

meet at Church.
Interment Cedar Grove Cemetery, 
Dorchester.
Rosemary was a book loving, cat 
loving, teapot collecting woman, she 
was also proud to be Irish, proud to be 
Catholic and proud to be a Hanley.

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made in Rosemary’s memory to the 
MSPCA, 350 South Huntington 
Ave. Boston, MA 02130 or St. 
Anthony Shrine, Boston.
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MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS 

(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746

BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS 
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL 

(781) 589-4115

By Bob Katzen

The House 154-0, approved legisla-
tion that would support military 
families who relocate to the Bay 
State by providing career stability 
for the spouses of service members 
and education for their children. 
The Senate has already approved a 
different version of the bill and the 
House version now goes back to 
the Senate for consideration.

Provisions include making it easier 
for military personnel and their 
spouses who move to the Bay State 
to get a Massachusetts professional 

license, if their job requires one, so 
that they can continue their civilian 
careers and provide for their fami-
lies without interruption; requiring 
the Commissioner of Education 
to issue a military spouse a valid 
certificate for teaching if he or she 
holds a valid teaching license from 
another state; allowing children of 
military members to register and 
enroll in a school district at the 
same time it is open to the general 
population by waiving the proof 
of residency requirement until the 
student actually begins school; 
creating a purple-star campus des-
ignation for certain schools that are 

military-kid friendly and show a 
major commitment to students and 
families connected to the nation’s 
military; and requiring that a child 
or spouse of an active-duty service 
member in Massachusetts continue 
to pay the in-state less expensive 
tuition rate at state universities 
even if the service member is as-
signed to move out of the state.

“Anyone who has worn the uni-
form or has a family member who 
has worn the uniform knows that 
the sacrifice of military service 
goes far beyond the individual 
service member,” said Sen. John 

Velis (D-Holyoke) Senate chair of 
the Committee on Veterans and 
Federal Affairs. “[This bill] is a 
recognition of that sacrifice and the 
challenges these families face. The 
bill will benefit so many military 
families coming to our state and 
will help bring massive federal in-
vestments to our commonwealth.”

“This comprehensive legislation 
is the result of countless hours of 
listening and learning from our 
veterans and advocates across the 
commonwealth,” said Rep. Paul 
McMurtry (D-Dedham), House 
chair of the Committee on Veter-

ans and Federal Affairs. “It not only 
meets our veteran community’s 
most immediate needs, it also 
addresses the many challenges our 
veterans and their families face.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. Erika 
Uyterhoeven Yes

BENEFITS FOR MILITARY FAMILIES

EARLY EDUCATION AND CHILD CARE
By Bob Kat- zen

The Senate 40-0, approved and 
sent to the House a bill designed to 
expand access to high-quality, af-
fordable early education and care.

Provisions include increasing over 
time from the current $65,626 to 
$164,065 the maximum income 
allowed to qualify for subsidy eligi-
bility for a family of four; requiring 
the Department of Early Education 
and Care to evaluate and eliminate 
barriers to subsidy access for fami-
lies on an annual basis; strengthen-
ing the recruitment of early educa-

tors; establishing early educator 
scholarship and loan forgiveness 
programs to provide greater access 
to higher education and profes-
sional development opportunities; 
allowing subsidized providers to 
offer free or discounted seats for 
the children of their own staff; and 
creating a commission to study 
and recommend to the Legislature 
ways that employers could provide 
more support to their workers to 
help meet their early education and 
child care needs.

“There are numerous benefits from 
expanding access to high-quality, 

affordable early education and 
childcare,” said Sen. Jason Lewis 
(D-Winchester), Senate Chair of 
the Committee on Education. “It 
enhances the cognitive and social 
emotional development of young 
children; it enables parents to work 
and improves families’ economic 
well-being; and it helps employers 
that are struggling with a work-
force shortage. This legislation 
makes major strides in improving 
affordability and accessibility of 
care for families, stabilizing early 
education providers which will 
improve program quality and ex-
pand capacity and supporting the 

early educator workforce, many of 
whom are women of color.”

“This issue has been a top priority 
of mine for many years, and I am 
thrilled to pass this transformative 
piece of legislation alongside my 
Senate colleagues,” said Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico (D-Everett), a mem-
ber of the Special Legislative Early 
Education and Care Economic 
Review Commission. “As a father 
of two children, I know that afford-
able and quality early education 
and care is indispensable for fami-
lies and their economic security. 
This bill will increase childcare ac-

cess and help thousands of families 
obtain care at lower costs. Just as 
importantly, these investments 
will provide support to childcare 
providers and ensure people work-
ing in this field can earn a living 
wage, acquire higher education and 
support their own families.”

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)

Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
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Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning 

Civil Litigation
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435

EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net
424 BROADWAY 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

The Somerville Police & Fire 
Departments have responded to 
18 overdose incidents since May 1, 
2022, four of these have been fatal. 
Fentanyl continues to be a primary 
substance increasing overdose, 
please see below for the Fentanyl 
Fact Sheet. Other factors increas-
ing fatalities are the use of other 
substances such as Xylazine, which 
is not an opioid thus Narcan may 
not be enough. Overdoses have not 
been limited to opioids; another 
shift contributing to this is cross 
contamination, it is not uncom-
mon for suppliers to distribute 
multiple drugs, and thus we have 
also seen individuals using stimu-
lants as well as other substances 
also at risk of overdose.

Overdose is a medical emergency 
and the Somerville Police Depart-
ment is committed to supporting 
community health through provid-
ing supports and interventions. 
Please know that if you call 911 
for an overdose related emergency 
it will be addressed as a medical 
emergency. We know that time is 
crucial to save someone’s life. For 
safety, call 911 immediately, do 
not handle any substances on site 
for your own safety. Administer 
Narcan if available, if not conduct 
rescue breathing until help arrives 
(see the Safety Sheet for more 
details and safety practices.)

Outside of the Crisis: If you 
are an active user or concerned 
about a loved one, the Somerville 
Police Department’s Community-
Outreach-Help-Recovery Unit 
(COHR) is available Mon – Friday 
9-5 and Thursdays evenings we 
partner with ACCESS to follow 
up on medical calls and provide 
resources in the community from 
4-7pm. All communication is 
confidential. COHR is located at 
220 Washington St., please feel free 
to drop in or you can contact Patty 
Contente 617-625-6600 ext. 7281 

or Cheryl Delafano at ext. 7345 for 
more information.

ACCESS, an active drug user 
health program can be reached 
directly at 857-313-6800 or online 
at https://aac.org/programs-ser-
vices/needle-exchange/. ACCESS 
has walk-in hours at 359 Green 
St., Cambridge MA, Monday – 
Wednesday, Friday 9-12 & 1-4; 
Thurs 9-12, where you can get 
Narcan, tests strips, safe injection 
supplies and talk with harm reduc-
tion specialist as well as nursing. 
ACCESS also offers a walk -in 
Medical Clinic with Dr. Flem-
ing on Wednesday & Friday from 
9am-12pm.

If you are interested in recovery 
programs and detox you can 
contact the Mass Substance Abuse 
Help line https://helplinema.org/ 
by phone at 1-800-327-5050.

The Mass Behavioral Health Access 
Website https://www.mabhaccess.
com/ has current listings of Detox 
programs. At this site you will click 
on blue tab for Substance Use Find 
Provider Openings, on the next 
screen use drop done menu and 
choose ATS and fill in age of per-
son and distance willing to travel, 
which will bring you to a current 
list of publicly funded detox bed 
availability.

Unfortunately, fatalities due to 
overdose continue to rise. For 
further information about opioid 
overdose the World Health Orga-
nization has an online resource in 
multiple languages at https://www.
who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/
detail/opioid-overdose.

Somerville Police Department 
is committed to partnering with 
community to reduce these tragic 
outcomes. Please contact us if you 
have any questions, 617-625-1212

SOMERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
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NOW OFFERING LICENSE TO CARRY CLASSES COURSE 
COMPLETED IN ONE DAY FOR SIGN-UP AND DATES 

CALL:617-257-2383 OR 617-776-0765
RETIRED SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR JOHN MONTE

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT & PUB 
DAILY DINNER FOR TWO SPECIALS

We have so much to offer you! In addition to our Daily Specials and Throwback Thursday 
menu we also have our Daily Dinner for Two Specials! Everyday of the week we offer differ-
ent dinner for two entrées that are served with salad, entrée, potato, vegetables, and dessert!

By Bob Katzen

The Registry of Motor 
Vehicle announced that 
applications for the 2022 
Low Number License 
Plate Lottery are now 
being accepted and must 
be submitted online by 5 
p.m., Friday, September 2. 

This year’s goodies are 199 
low license plates includ-
ing F7, 36, 78K, X44, 1S, 
and 6666. Applications are 
available online at http://
www.mass.gov/RMV

There is no fee to apply. 
However, If the applicant 
is selected as a winner, 

there is a special plate fee 
that will be required, in 
addition to a standard 
registration fee.

Prior to the establishment 
of this lottery several years 
ago, these low-number 
plates were given away un-
der the old-school system 

which gave the plates to 
“well-connected” drivers 
who “knew someone” in 
state government.

REAL LIFE SOMERVILLE POLICE STORIES: 
(UTTER FALSE CHECK, CHECK FORGERY, RECEIVE STOLEN PROPERTY)

Medford Sons of Italy  
42 Alfred Street

Medford/Somerville line.
Sports Bar, Keno  Darts, Corn Hole , 

and Billiard tables. 

Accepting new and old memberships.
Phone 781-874-9577

Email:Medford Soi@gmail.com

MEDFORD SONS OF ITALY 
NOW OPEN!

On Tuesday, June 28, 2022, I, 
Officer Jorge Morel, was work-
ing patrol during my assigned 
8 AM to 4 PM shift in full 
uniform. In the West District 
cruiser #186. At approximately 
12:07 PM, I was dispatched to 
399 Highland AV Rockland 
Trust bank for a report of a 
party trying to cash a stolen 
check. Officer Ryan Sullivan 
Responded as a backup.

On arrival, I talked to the Bank 
manager, identified as XXXX. 
Mr. XXXX told me that his 

teller at the front of the bank, 
identified as XXXX notified 
him of a possible stolen check.

Mr. XXXX stated that a female 
identified as Brianna Neves ar-
rived at the bank and attempted 
to cash a check for the sum of 
5000$ dollars. The check was 
flagged as stolen on the Rock-
land Trust banking network, 
and he immediately notified 
Mr. XXXX.

Mr. XXXX told me the check 
was stolen from XXXX located 

at XXXX Providence Hwy Nor-
wood, MA. The manager from 
the XXXX filed a police report 
the following day and notified 
Rockland Trust of the incident.

Mr. XXXX handed me the 
check. I observed that it was for 
the sum of 5000$ and pay of the 
order of “Brianna Neves” writ-
ten in black ink. The back of the 
check that read “endorse here” 
was also signed.

Officer Sullivan and I spoke to 
Ms. Neves. She told us that an 
individual named XXXX gave 
her the check on June 24, 2022, 
in exchange for Ms. Neves to 
take photography pictures at an 
event this weekend. I asked Ms. 
Neves if she had a business card 

for Mr. XXXX, to which she 
replied that she talked to him 
on Facebook and he did not 
have any busnises information 
besides forming and managing 
events. I asked Ms. Neves why 
she received the money before 
providing her services, to which 
she replied that Mr. XXXX 
insisted on providing the check 
first.

Officer Sullivan contacted the 
XXXX and spoke to the manag-
er XXXX. Mr. XXXX told Of-
ficer Sullivan that the business 
was robbed on June 23, 2022, 
and items were stolen; among 
those was a stack of pre-signed 
checks from Rockland Trust. 
Mr. XXXX did not remember 
writing a check for 5000 dollars 

or Brianna Neves.

The stolen check will be placed 
into evidence.

based on the facts presented 
at the moment, I placed Ms. 
Neves under arrest for;

c267 S5 CHECK, UTTER 
FALSE
c267 S1 CHECK, FORGERY 
OF
c266 S60 RECEIVE STOLEN 
PROPERTY +$1200

Respectfully submitted;

Officer Jorge Morel

Badge #356

LOTTERY FOR LOW LICENSE PLATES
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GET THE 
APP

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping  
and More 

(781)395-1200 
(800)793-3746

SOMERVILLE – Mayor Katjana 
Ballantyne and the City of Somer-
ville Housing Division are pleased 
to announce 11 income-restricted 
condominiums for sale to eligible, 
first-time homebuyer households 
through the City’s Inclusionary 
Housing Program. Six units are 
available to households making at 
or below 80% of the Area Median 
Income (AMI), and five are avail-
able to households making between 
81% and 110% AMI.

About 60 Cross Street East: 
Nine income-restricted units are 
available at 60 Cross Condomini-
ums, including two studios, four 
1-bedroom units, two 2-bedroom 
units, and one 3-bedroom unit. 
This building is a new residential 

development in East Somerville 
with 75 total units and a parking ga-
rage. The building is within walking 
distance of Winter Hill, Assembly 
Row, and Sullivan Square. All units 
come with a deeded parking space, 
which is included in the sales price. 
All residents will have access to 
a community park at the front 
of the building, a shared second-
floor green space courtyard, and a 
community room with kitchen and 
lounge. Units feature oak laminate 
floors, quartz kitchen countertops, 
high ceilings, oversized windows, 
modern hanging lights over kitchen 
island, LG range and dishwasher, 
and LG ThinQ refrigerator. These 
units will be ready for occupancy 
upon closing, which is anticipated 
for Fall/Winter 2022.

About 109 Prospect Street: Two 
income-restricted 2-bedroom units 
are available at 109 Prospect Street 
Condominiums, a new residential 
development in the Union Square/
Inman Square neighborhood with 
15 total units and a parking garage. 
The building is within walking dis-
tance to the new Green Line station 
at Union Square. The affordable 
units include an exclusive use right 
to one designated parking space per 
unit, which is included in the sales 
price. All residents have access to a 
shared rooftop deck with greenery. 
Units feature wood laminate floors, 
high ceilings, central heat and AC, 
modern hanging lighting over 
kitchen island, Bosch appliances, 
and a private balcony. These units 

will be ready for occupancy upon 
closing, which is anticipated for 
Fall/Winter 2022.

How to Apply: Multilingual 
applications and full eligibility 
requirements are now available 
at somervillema.gov/inclusion-
aryhousing. Applications must be 
submitted by Monday, August 1, 
at 2 p.m. Completed applications 
can be emailed to inclusionary@
somervillema.gov, mailed or hand-
delivered to the Inclusionary Hous-
ing Program (Housing Division) at 
50 Evergreen Avenue, Somerville, 
MA 02145 (must be received by this 
date, not postmarked), or faxed to 
the Inclusionary Housing Program 
at 617-591-3235.

The lottery will take place on Thurs-
day, August 11, at 2 p.m. Winners 
will be notified within 24 hours. For 
more information, visit somervil-
lema.gov/inclusionaryhousing, 
email inclusionary@somervillema.
gov, or call 617-625-6600 ext. 2566.

Individuals with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and services for 
effective communication, written 
materials in alternative formats, or 
reasonable modifications in policies 
and procedures, in order to access 
the programs and activities of the 
City of Somerville or to attend 
meetings, should contact the ADA 
Coordinator, Adrienne Pomeroy, at 
617-625-6600 x2259 or apome-
roy@somervillema.gov.

$250 OR $500 TAX REBATE TO SOME TAXPAYERS Continued from front page

11 AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:
 60 CROSS STREET EAST & 109 PROSPECT STREET

By Bob Katzen

The House and Senate leadership 
unveiled legislation that would 
use some of the state’s estimated 
$3.6 billion surplus to give one-
time tax rebates to an estimated 
2 million eligible people. The 
package is estimated to cost $500 
million.

A $250 rebate would go, by Sep-
tember 30, to individual taxpayers 
and a $500 rebate to married tax-
payers. Eligibility will be deter-
mined by annual income reported 
in 2021, with the minimum 
income required to be $38,000, 
and the maximum $100,000 for 
individual filers and $150,000 for 
joint filers.

“Whether it is the rising price of 
gas, groceries, or summer clothes 
for kids, the Massachusetts Leg-
islature has heard loud and clear 
that increased costs due to infla-
tion have cut into family budgets,” 
said speaker of the House Ron 
Mariano, Senate President Karen 
Spilka, House Ways and Means 
Chair Aaron Michlewitz and Sen-
ate Ways and Means Chair Mike 

Rodrigues, in a joint statement.

The statement continued, “These 
rebates represent the Legislature’s 
commitment to delivering im-
mediate financial relief directly 
to residents of the common-
wealth, rather than to large oil 
companies that continue to profit 
off economic uncertainty and 
international conflict and follow 
our efforts to provide $500 in 
premium pay for lower income 
front-line workers during the 
pandemic. As we recognize the 
need for structural change as well, 
we continue to work on potential 
changes to the tax code with the 
goal of providing additional relief 
to residents.”

“The Legislature’s ‘Taxpayer 
Energy and Economic Relief 
Fund’ proposal is a good start 
in reimbursing taxpayers for the 
muti-billion-dollar over-taxation 
revenue surpluses bonanza of the 
past two years,” said Chip Ford, 
executive director of Citizens 
for Limited Taxation. “Anything 
that reduces taxpayers’ burden 
especially in this economy is 
welcomed, but this will only 

reduce the pain for a few weeks in 
the fall. Gov. Baker’s tax relief bill 
offers broader and long-overdue 
structural tax reforms. It also 
needs consideration and adop-
tion. Clearly there is sufficient 
surplus revenue for both.”

“This is a poorly thought-out 
gimmick being done right before 
the election simply to score points 
with voters, plain and simple,” 
said Mass Fiscal Alliance spokes-
man Paul Craney. “Meaningful 
relief should be broad based and 
focused on lowering taxes on the 
people they most effect. Pick-
ing winners and losers through 
arbitrary brackets, as well as 
penalizing married couples more 
likely to have families depending 
on them, is a poor way for our 
out of touch Legislature to show 
solidarity with the privations their 
ill-conceived economic policies 
are currently forcing Massachu-
setts families to contend with.”

Critics also took a swipe at the 
measure because it doesn’t pro-
vide a rebate for lower-income 
taxpayers earning less than 
$38,000. Marie-Frances Rivera, 

president of the Massachusetts 
Budget and Policy Center, said 
that rebates that exclude people 
earning less than $38,000 is not 
targeted tax relief to people who 
need it the most and are strug-
gling to pay rent every month.

Mariano responded at a press 
conference and pointed out that 
the Legislature several months 
ago had already spent $490 mil-
lion on low-income folks who 
were adversely affected by the 
COVID loss of jobs. “So we felt 
we had addressed a lot of the 
needs there,” said Mariano. “The 
next step was to move up and take 
care of the folks who are in that 
middle income area that so often 
is neglected.”

Some opponents said it is also 
unfair to exclude people earning 
over $100,000 from the rebate. 
They noted that if you have three 
children and earn $100,000 you 
are not exactly rich.

$400,000 FOR FARMS – The 
Baker Administration announced 
the granting of $400,000 in grants 
to several Bay State farms to 

improve their operations.

“[The] administration remains 
committed to the Massachusetts 
agricultural industry to ensure 
our local farmers continue to 
succeed and have the support 
they need to provide invalu-
able products for the public to 
enjoy,” said Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs Secretary 
Beth Card. “These Agricultural 
Preservation Restriction Program 
Improvement grants will further 
strengthen the commonwealth’s 
food supply system making it 
more resilient now and well into 
the future.”

“The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Agricultural Resources 
(MDAR) is steadfast with its com-
mitment to our commonwealth’s 
farming families,” said MDAR 
Commissioner John Lebeaux. 
“Through the … program we 
have been able to conserve critical 
farmland, preserve Massachusetts 
agricultural history and provide 
support to help keep these farm 
businesses sustainable now and 
for future generations.”
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

The City of Somerville, through 
the Purchasing Department, in-
vites sealed bids for:

Management of Catch Basin and 
Sewer Grit Material

An Invitation for Bids may be 
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing 
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the 
Purchasing Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or 
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids if the 
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the 
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhat-
sang at tchukhatsang@somervil-
lema.gov or

purchasing@somervillema.gov for 
more information or any questions 
related to this bid.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70 
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847COCO FLOW 

STYLE BARBER 
SHOP 

SOMERVILLE

“Somerville’s Best of the Best!”
(857)233-6748

85A Broadway Somerville MA 02145

SOMERVILLE’S OUTDOOR MOVIE SERIES STARTS JULY 14

Amended
Mill Creek Project to be presented 
to public at upcoming Zoning 
Board Meeting

Changes include
redesign of building exterior, 
reduction in density, creating first-
floor commercial space and shuttle 
service to MBTA station

(MEDFORD, MA)—The Mayor’s 
office and City of Medford’s Office 
of Planning, Development and Sus-
tainability continues to evaluate the 
40B projects that have been granted 
Project Eligibility by
MassHousing and would like to 
provide an update to residents 
on the status of the applications, 
the City’s appeal of “Safe Harbor” 
status, and ongoing planning to ad-

dress housing needs more compre-
hensively throughout the City.

Project History

In March 2020, after receiving three 
consecutive 40B applications total-
ing over 1,000 units, the Medford 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 
claimed safe harbor status, which 
if established gives the City more 
permitting authority
over 40B applications. A com-
munity is eligible for safe harbor 
from Chapter 40B if 10% of its 
year-round housing qualifies as 
Subsidized Housing Inventory 
(SHI) eligible and/or 1.5% of the 
total land area of the municipality 
zoned for residential, commercial
or industrial use is comprised of 
SHI eligible housing. The City’s safe 
harbor claim was informed by land 

area analysis completed by city staff 
with expertise in GIS and zoning.

The Massachusetts Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) initially determined 
that Medford does not meet the 
required threshold of land area 
dedicated to SHI qualified housing. 
The City is
appealing the decision and the case 
is currently being heard by the State 
of Massachusetts Housing Appeals 
Court (HAC). Until a decision is 
reached by the HAC,
the 40B applications are on hold. 
While the appeal case proceeds, 
City planning staff and the Mayor 
have maintained contact with the 
40B applicants and continue to 
encourage project modifications to 
address community
and City staff concerns.

Recent Updates
Through ongoing communication 
and negotiations, Mill Creek, which 
originally proposed a 400-unit 
multi-family building at 4000 Mys-
tic Valley Parkway, has proposed 
significant project changes, includ-
ing a reduction in total units to 350, 
redesign of the building’s exterior, 
and the inclusion of ground floor 
commercial to make the building a 
more active contributor to what is 
a growing mixed-use district. The 
Medford ZBA considered these 
changes at a recent board meet-
ing, held in Executive Session as 
it pertained to an open legal case, 
and voted to agree to remand the 
project application back to the ZBA 
for public hearing and review.

“Medford, like every other commu-

nity across Massachusetts, is feeling 
the impacts of the housing crisis, 
and we have been working hard
to create more housing – especially 
affordable housing – that also fits 
within our community’s broader 
needs. I am thrilled and thankful 
that all five members of the ZBA 
are willing to reconsider this proj-
ect, and also thankful to Mill Creek 
for working with
us to move the project forward. 
We look forward to hearing from 
the community at large on this 
project as we continue to address 
housing needs across our city,” said 
Alicia Hunt, Director of the Office 
of Planning, Development, and 
Sustainability.

Continued to page 16

CITY OF MEDFORD WORKING WITH 40B APPLICANTS AND 
EXTERNAL PARTNERS TO EXPAND AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS

Round up your friends 
and family one Thursday 
evening this summer for 
a free outdoor movie in a 
Somerville park. The City’s 
annual SomerMovieFest 
film series returns July 14 
with an alfresco screening 
of Ghostbusters: Afterlife in 
Lincoln Park (290 Washing-
ton St.).

Movies will be shown 
weekly through August 18. 
Screenings begin at dusk, so 
actual start times will vary.

SECURITY / 
CONCIENCIA 

PERSONAL NEEDED 
FOR ALL SHIFTS IN 

MEDFORD AREA

781-953-8358
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Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all 
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394

USPS RELEASES NANCY REAGAN STAMP DEDICATION 
TOOK PLACE ON HER 101ST BIRTHDAY

SIMI VALLEY, CA — Today, 
the Postal Service issued a 
commemorative Forever stamp 
celebrating the life of former 
First Lady Nancy Reagan at the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library and Museum in Simi 
Valley, CA.

The stamp was dedicated by 
Postmaster General Louis 
DeJoy; Dennis Revell, Nancy 

Reagan’s son-in-law; Ann B. 
Wrobleski, formerly Special 
Projects Director for First Lady 
Nancy Reagan’s Just Say No 
program; Pete Wilson, former 
governor of California and 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library Foundation Board 
member, and others.

“As a first lady of both Cali-
fornia and the nation, she 
built a legacy of public service 
throughout her eventful life,” 
said DeJoy. “Whether she was 
giving voice to the needs of 
America’s Vietnam Veterans, 
promoting foster grandparent 
programs, or raising visibility 
for important health issues 
– she was a passionate and 
effective public advocate for a 
wide range of causes close to 
her heart.”

“As did the five first ladies 
before her that were memorial-
ized on a stamp, Nancy Reagan 
helped define the role of presi-
dential spouse for her succes-
sors”, said Revell. “It’s fitting that 
this fiercely vigilant and politi-
cally astute First Lady, who left 

her stamp on one of the most 
consequential presidencies of 
the 20th century, should now be 
celebrated and commemorated 
on a Forever stamp of her own!”

Wilson said, “I’m pleased to 
represent the Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Foundation and 
Institute Board of Trustees at 
Mrs. Reagan’s Forever stamp 
first-day-of-issue program. To 
honor her in this way on what 
would have been her 101st 
birthday is a way for Americans 
to remember her lasting legacy 
of service.”

Nancy Davis Reagan (1921-
2016), wife of the 40th presi-
dent, was First Lady from 
1981 to 1989 and most trusted 
advisor and champion to her 
husband.

Throughout her life, Reagan 
held a deep passion for her 
country, championing many 
causes along the way. Chief 
among these were the Foster 
Grandparents Program; assis-
tance to Vietnam veterans and 
the plight of POWs and MIAs; 

drug and alcohol abuse preven-
tion among youth; breast cancer 
awareness; and Alzheimer’s 
research.

As First Lady, she worked hand 
in hand with her husband, 
both at home and abroad, and 
advocated for issues on the 
national and international stage. 
Reagan’s partnership with her 
husband and devotion to his 
success, behind-the-scenes 
influence and her legacy of 
public service made her one of 
the most significant first ladies 
in modern times.

The Nancy Reagan stamp art is 
a detail from the official 1987 
White House portrait by Aaron 
Shikler — the full-body portrait 
was cropped to accommodate 
the stamp format. The oil-on-
canvas portrait features Reagan 
dressed in a flowing gown, in 
her signature red color. Art di-
rector Greg Breeding designed 
the stamp.

The Nancy Reagan Forever 
stamp is being issued in panes 
of 20. News of the stamp will be 

shared with the hashtag #Nan-
cyReaganStamp.

A feature story about the stamp 
will be available at facebook.
com/usps following the cer-
emony.

Postal Products

Customers may purchase 
stamps and other philatelic 
products through the Postal 
Store at usps.com/shopstamps, 
by calling 844-737-7826, by 
mail through USA Philatelic or 
at Post Office locations nation-
wide.

Forever stamps will always be 
equal in value to the current 
First-Class Mail 1-ounce price.

The Postal Service generally 
receives no tax dollars for oper-
ating expenses and relies on the 
sale of postage, products and 
services to fund its operations
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Great Hill Dental Partners  Somerville (617)631-9042

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square 
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what you need
 Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been 
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic 
items and warm clothing from the generous people of 
Somerville is overwhelming. 
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others especially in those of the 

homeless and less fortunate. 
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been 
established keep everyone updated on donations and 
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the 
join the page and follow all the good that is being done 
everyday by the good people of Somerville. 
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis 
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza 
in Union Square. 
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,
Frank Santangelo

HELP WANTED

Good Gas Somerville Seeking auto technician with great 
work ethics for a repair shop in Somerville!
Ability to perform general auto repairs on most cars & vehicle 
inspections. Starting pay is based on experience, qualifica-
tions and MA inspection license is a plus! For more informa-
tion please contact Rafael or Edwin at  6177760590
Monday through friday 8am-5pm
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THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

Shared Streets programs 
allow streets in residen-
tial areas to be utilized 
by abutters only, creating 
traffic calming and open-
ing streets for more walk-
ing, biking, etc.

Streets will be chosen 
based on nomination 
from residents.

MEDFORD – The City 
of Medford’s residential 
Shared Streets program is 
returning for summer/fall 
2022, by resident request.

In 2020, in response to 
COVID-19, the City 
launched a pilot program 
on three streets. In 2021, 
the City expanded this 
program to nine streets 
chosen via a neighbor-
hood nomination process. 
Due to the popularity of 
this program and excite-
ment within the commu

nity for it to return, the 
City is re-opening applica-
tions for street nomina-
tions for the 2022 season.

In order to be selected, the 
City asks that nominated 
streets show strong sup-
port from people who live 
on and around the street. 
The nomination form is 
available at https://bit.ly/
medford-shared-streets22. 
Due to a limited amount 
of equipment, we may not 
be able to accommodate 
all nominated streets but 
will select streets from a 
variety of neighborhoods 
to the greatest extent 
possible. For our Shared 
Streets program, second-
ary/side streets will be 
considered. Main streets 
will not be considered 
for this portion of the 
program. Nominations 
for round one are open 
through July 19th.

What is a shared street?
Shared streets are tempo-
rary interventions with 
cones and signage to give 
people more space to get 
around in their neighbor-
hoods car-free and safely. 
Local traffic, deliveries, 
and emergency vehicles 
will still have access to 
the street, but these in-
terventions discourage 
cut-through traffic and 
prioritize the safe use of 
streets for pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

Selected streets are avail-
able for all to use even 
if they don’t live on the 
street. Streets that are 
chosen will be given the 
necessary materials and 
signage at the entrance(s) 
to indicate the designation 
as a ‘Shared Street,’ but 
police enforcement will 
not be present. Instead, we 
encourage you to utilize 

neighbor connections to 
keep everyone informed 
about changes to your 
street. No permanent or 
temporary furniture will 
be added to your street 
during this program, and 
street parking will not be 
affected.

How many streets will be 
selected?
For the initial round of 
residential Shared Streets 
in 2022, five streets will 
be selected. We anticipate 
opening a subsequent 
round to support a few 
more streets should there 
be enough equipment 
remaining.

In considering residents’ 
requests, the City plans 
to rank proposals using 
criteria including but not 
limited to:

Streets within “environ

mental justice areas”
Public streets (vs. private 
ways)
Streets that experience 
high rates of excessive 
speeding and cut through 
traffic
Ensure that requests are 
spread throughout the city 
and not clustered within a 
few specific areas

Thank you for nominating 
your street!

Who do I contact for 
more info?
If you have any questions 
about this program please 
reach out to the Office of 
Planning, Development, 
and Sustainability at ocd@
medford-ma.gov. Please 
also visit http://www.med-
fordma.org/shared-streets 
for more information.

RESIDENTIAL SHARED STREETS PROGRAM RETURNING FOR SUMMER/FALL 2022
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE

Open Positions: 15

Term: August 17 through Septem-
ber 14, 2022

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne is build-
ing an ARPA Advisory Committee, 
and all Somerville residents are 
invited to apply. The ARPA Advi-
sory Committee will be a diverse 
group of 15 constituents who will 

work with Mayor Ballantyne to co-
create broad funding guidelines for 
Somerville’s American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) program. These guide-
lines will be used by: ARPA staff, to 
solicit and judge applications; the 
public, to have a transparent view 
of how this once-in-a-generation 
funding source will be spent in 
their community; and project ap-
plicants, to understand the City’s 
priorities for project funding.

The ARPA Advisory Committee 
will:

1. Review the findings of the ARPA 
community engagement process
2. Create a statement of commu-
nity values for all ARPA projects to 
adhere to
3. Establish the Mayor’s ARPA 
Funding Priorities, which will 
provide broad guidelines for how 
the City will allocate ARPA funds 

between different eligible uses
4. Provide feedback on the ARPA 
funding criteria / request for 
proposals

The ARPA Advisory Committee 
will not review any ARPA funding 
applications, and its members may 
not submit any ARPA funding ap-
plications during their time on the 
Advisory Committee.

The Mayor seeks committee 
members from a broad range of 
life experiences, including but not 
limited to the following demo-
graphic groups: renters, low-in-
come residents, residents of color, 
immigrants, speakers of languages 
other than English, members of 
the LGBTQ+ community, youth, 
seniors, Somerville Public Schools 
parents, business owners, local 
workers, artists, nonprofit organi-
zation staff, and a Somerville City 

Council President appointee.

The Advisory Committee is 
scheduled to meet on Wednesdays, 
August 17 through September 14, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. This is a volun-
teer position. Advisory Committee 
members will be confirmed by the 
Mayor.

Applications are due Friday, July 
29. To apply, please submit a 
statement of interest and complete 
a brief questionnaire online at 
somervillema.gov/arpa. To request 
a printed copy of the application, 
contact Erica Satin-Hernandez, 
ARPA Specialist, via email at es-
hernandez@somervillema.gov, by 
phone at 617-729-5042, or by mail 
at Erica Satin-Hernandez, ARPA 
Office, 93 Highland Ave., Somer-
ville MA, 02143.

The City of Somerville does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, age, national 
origin, disability, or any other 
protected category. Auxiliary aids 
and services, written materials in 
alternative formats, and reason-
able modifications in policies and 
procedures will be provided to 
qualified applicants and employees 
with disabilities free of charge, 
upon request.

Persons with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and services 
for effective communication (i.e., 
CART, ASL), written materials 
in alternative formats, or reason-
able modifications in policies and 
procedures in order to access the 
programs, activities, and meetings 
of the City of Somerville should 
please contact Adrienne Pomeroy 
at 617-625-6600 x 2059 or ADA@
somervillema.gov.

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate

Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation

Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award

617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

APPLY TO SERVE ON SOMERVILLE’S ARPA ADVISORY COMMITTEE

DAVIS STATION ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS – JULY 18

GET YOUR FRESH FRUITS & VEGGIES AT THE SOMERVILLE MOBILE FARMERS MARKET
Illustrated fruits and veggies 
on the Mobile Farmers Market 
logo
The Somerville Mobile Farmers 
Market is now open for the sea-
son, selling fresh, local produce 
through October 15. This week, 
pick up a colorful array of veg-
gies including yellow squash, 
green beans, kale, onions, car-
rots, and much more. 

The market accepts cash, debit, 

credit, SNAP, WIC Farmers 
Market Coupons, and Senior 
Farmers Market Coupons, 
and it offers an unlimited 50% 
discount for anyone who needs 
it. All are welcome. Find the 
Mobile Farmers Market at the 
following locations:

Fridays
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Council 
on Aging / SCALE (167 Hol-
land St.)

2:30-4:30 p.m.: East Somerville 
Community School (50 Cross 
St.)

Saturdays
10-11:30 a.m.: North Street 
Housing (24 North St.)
1:30-3 p.m.: Mystic Housing 
(between 15B and 25B Memo-
rial Rd., at the playground)

Aparrtment for rent

For rent: Apartment near Healy School ,Somerville.  First floor,2 
bedroom and  an open room for computer space available. Newly 
renovated. New windows, new kitchen floor, on street parking only.  
Freshly painted and very clean. 

Also accepting section 8. 
$2300 a month with a security deposit, and last months rent.  No pets 
please. If interested. Please call Diane. 617-417-3490 .

The Somerville Council 
on Aging is hosting a 
meeting with the MBTA 
about accessibility and 
amenity upgrades at Davis 
station. The MBTA plans 
to install a new elevator at 
the Holland St. entrance 
and replace the elevator at 
the College Ave. entrance, 
among other updates. The 

project team will give a 
presentation, then attend-
ees can ask questions and 
share feedback.

This meeting is Monday, 
July 18, at 11 a.m. at the 
Holland St. Center (167 
Holland St.).
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JACK LISTER REALTOR® BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02145

617-776-3311- Office * 617-438-2460 – Cell * 617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-Lister

Jack The Lister   Call Jack and start to PACK

The Somerville/Medford News 
Weekly on the Run at 

Vinny’s Superette
Stop in at Vinny’s Superette in Somerville 
and pick up your free copy of the Somer-
ville News Weekly! And while you’re 
there try some of the world’s best Italian 
food! While you’re sitting back read-
ing your Somerville News Weekly for a 
few relaxing minutes the good people of 
Vinny’s Superette will prepare a nice fresh 
homemade Italian meal to satisfy your 
cravings within minutes! Check them out 
at 76 Broadway, Somerville and tell them 
we sent you!

Department issuing pro-rated 
residential and business park-
ing permits beginning July 1

(MEDFORD)—The Medford 
Parking Department has been 
issuing tickets, accepting pay-
ments and granting permits 
to residents and visitors for 
over two months and with the 
process in full swing, the City 
is providing an update to resi-
dents on parking procedures 
and violations.

Beginning July 1, the City 
will be issuing yearly parking 
permits on a pro-rated basis 
for 2022. In the past, permits 
were issued for an entire cal-
endar year based on the date 
in which it was purchased. 

In an effort to streamline this 
process, the City’s parking 
department will be offering a 
reduced rate for people buy-
ing permits this late into the 
year. For example, a permit 
issued on July 1 will be valid 
until December 31, 2022 but 
offered at a discounted price.

As a reminder, the Parking 
Department has been and 
will be issuing violations for 
vehicles parked the wrong 
way on any street. Under state 
regulation, vehicles must park 
in the direction that traffic 
flows. Parking in the wrong 
direction can be unsafe for 
many reasons, and those 
vehicles will be ticketed. For 
a full list of parking viola-
tions that will be enforced, 
visit http://www.medfordma.
org/parking. For equity and 
consistency, the City does not 
spot enforce potential parking 
violations, therefore please do 
not call the Parking Depart-
ment to report common 
violations. Parking Control 
Specialists will monitor all 
neighborhoods during their 

normal routes.

As a reminder, parking-
related violations that parking 
control specialists enforce 
include:

Parking on a permit-only 
street without a resident 
permit
Parking at a meter without 
paying
Parking more than 12 inches 
from the curb
Parking within 20 feet of an 
intersection
Parking within 10 feet of a fire 
hydrant
Parking in a Handicap space 
without a proper permit, or 
obstructing a ramp
Displaying an expired parking 
permit sticker

All parking permit requests, 
payment options and other 
parking-related operations 
can be conducted online by 
visiting the City’s website at 
http://www.medfordma.org/
parking. To obtain a residen-
tial permit, you must show 
your vehicle registration with 

a Medford address. To obtain 
a business parking permit, 
you must provide proof that 
you are an owner or employee 
of a Medford business.

If you would like to obtain a 
visitor parking permit, you 
will need to visit the Parking 
Department in person and 
bring a valid proof of Medford 
residency (ie. a utility bill, 
bank statement, etc.) Visitor 
permits cannot be obtained 
online and are valid for 48 
hours.

Appeals requests are handled 
online as well. To request an 
appeal, visit https://portal.
gtechna.com/userportal/
medford. All tickets must be 
appealed less than 21 days af-
ter being issued. Appeals will 
not be accepted after 21 days. 
You will be notified of a deci-
sion on your appeal by email 
if provided, or via USPS. If 
you have any appeal issues, 
contact Parking Clerk Justin 
Wright by phone at 781-393-
2501 or by email at jwright@
medford-ma.gov.

A new pay by phone app has 
also been launched, providing 
a streamlined option for park-
ing in metered locations. To 
download the “PayByPhone” 
app search for “PayByPhone” 
in the App Store or Google 
Play or visit http://www.med-
fordma.org/parking for the 
direct link as well as a tutorial 
video.

Please remember that our 
parking staff is made up of 
people from Medford and 
surrounding communities 
and while it’s normal to be 
frustrated when you receive a 
ticket, please conduct yourself 
in a respectful and profession-
al manner. Rude, aggressive 
behavior that endangers staff 
as well as the public will not 
be tolerated. Please choose 
kindness and be mindful of 
the example you’re setting.

For more information and 
details about the Medford 
Parking Department and 
operations, visit http://www.
medfordma.org/parking.

REAL LIFE SOMERVILLE POLICE STORIES: 
POLICE ARE LOOKING TO IDENTIFY THE PICTURED INDIVIDUAL

Police are looking to identify 
the pictured individual in 
relation to an incident that 
occurred in Davis Square on 
June 7th, 2022. Anyone with 
information should contact 
Detective Alan Monaco at 
617-625-1600 Extension 
7226, or text an anonymous 
tip to the confidential hot-
line at 617SPD (847411).

MEDFORD-REMINDERS AND UPDATES ON PARKING
 PROCEDURES AND VIOLATIONS
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS
Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem, 

delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of vari-
ety while staying up to date with the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced 

staff 
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.

Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with 
friends in our dining area, or sampling one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around 

the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.

67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071

ArtBeat, the Somerville 
Arts Council’s annual 
multicultural arts show-
case, returns to Davis 
Square on Saturday, July 
16. Now in its 36th year 
(!), ArtBeat features an 
eclectic mix of music, 
dance, theater, food, 

performance, and activi-
ties, drawing thousands of 
visitors.

The festival will feature 
nearly 100 vendors and 
community groups, two 
stages of music, and a 
dance showcase at the 

Somerville Theater, all 
inspired by this year’s 
theme: Rise. Artists will 
literally and figuratively 
interpret the concept, 
incorporating it into their 
performances and pieces.
ArtBeat kicks off at 11 
a.m.

ARTBEAT RETURNS TO DAVIS SQUARE ON JULY 16

SOME COVID-19 POLICIES EXTENDED (H 4978 AND S 2559) Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen

The House approved a bill 
that extends the authority 
for remote participation 
for all public bodies and 
the authority for repre-
sentative town meetings 
to meet by remote means 
through March 31, 2023.

Other provisions autho-
rize the use of electronic 
communication technol-
ogy in real estate prop-
erty closings by attorneys; 
require landlords, when 
sending tenants a notice 
to quit for nonpayment of 
rent, to include informa-
tion regarding the tenant’s 
legal rights; require all 
public notices be posted 

to a website; require that 
the meeting of a state 
public body must have at 
least one of its members 
physically present at all 
meetings; and permit 
notary publics to select a 
tamper-evident technol-
ogy for notarial acts with 
electronic record.

“This legislation makes 
permanent the flexibility 
permitted under the Open 
Meeting Law during the 
COVID-19 State of Emer-
gency while keeping with 
the Open Meeting Law’s 
objectives of transparency, 
convenience and access by 
the public,” said Rep. Tony 
Cabral (D-New Bedford), 
the chair of the Com-

mittee on State Admin-
istration and Regulatory 
Oversight. “The ability to 
participate remotely has 
significantly increased and 
promoted access and par-
ticipation in our demo-
cratic process throughout 
the commonwealth. There 
is no reason to move 
backwards from this new 
era of public access. Now 
that we have experienced 
the benefits of remote 
access to public meetings, 
we cannot go back.”

Advocates for the bill in-
clude the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Mas-
sachusetts, Boston Center 
for Independent Living, 
Common Cause Massa-

chusetts, Disability Law 
Center, League of Women 
Voters of Massachusetts, 
Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publishers Association, 
MASSPIRG, New England 
First Amendment Coali-
tion, and New England 
Newspaper & Press As-
sociation.

Those groups released a 
joint statement. “We ap-
plaud the Legislature for 
consistently appreciating 
the importance of remote 
access to public meet-
ings,” read the statement. 
“Across the common-
wealth, remote access to 
public meetings has sig-
nificantly increased public 
participation in state and 

local government, and 
has lowered longstanding 
barriers for people with 
disabilities, people with 
limited access to trans-
portation and people with 
work and family obliga-
tions.”

The Senate has already 
approved its own ver-
sion of the measure and a 
House-Senate conference 
committee will likely craft 
a compromise version.
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

Best Insurance Agency in Somerville 2015

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF 
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our 

Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/

To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES 
DUMPSTER RENTALS

 (781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE 
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF

SKYBRAZ STORE INC   SOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957

Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A 
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Bostonian Florist Somerville (617)629-9300
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Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 
Somerville

“We Have It All”

PREMIERE ON BROADWAY SOMERVILLE’S #1 HOTSPOT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545
MILLENNIUM 
COMPANIES 
DUMPSTERS 
781.395.1200
“Now Hiring Drivers”

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM 

Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford, 

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon 

Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel 

Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emer-

gency Service 
Programs

*Complete Sales, Service, And 
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free


