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STATE AND GOVERNOR APPROVE

$200 Million

For Local Roads And Bridges
NEWS TALK OUT
LOUD/SPEAK UP

Continued to page 16

Somerville Police
Real Life Somerville
Police Stories Page

MEDFORD MAYOR REMOVES
INTERIM TAG FROM CURRENT
CHIEF OF STAFF’S TITLE

CITY OF MEDFORD
TO EQUIP POLICE
OFFICERS WITH
BODY-CAMERAS
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MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT

We are open for indoor dining along with take out. Our business hours are Sunday through
Wednesday 11:30am to 8:30pm and Thursday through Saturday 11:30am to 9:30pm. Our full menu
along with our daily specials and catering menu is available.
Join us inside to cheer on your favorite sports teams!

STEALING SOMERVILLE
MAKES THE PERFECT GIFT!

Order Yours Today!

2		

Tuesday January 11th, 2022 					

MAKES THE
PERFECT
GIFT!
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GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE
ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO
(857)770-TALK

Order Yours Today!

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!
Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HOME SERVICES-COMMONWEALTH
REAL ESTATE

__________________________________
Thank You Somerville/Medford for Making
The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Your
#1 Local News Source!

We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with
Local Somerville/Medford News!

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY”

Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143

Physical Walk-in Address by appointment only: 86 Joy Street Office #7,
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsco@aol.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com
Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
Publisher- Tauro

The Somerville/Medford News Weekly
is puplished every Tuesday

Patricia.Ng@commonmoves.com
(617)818-5736

Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

(617)610-5382
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GREEN CAB
YELLOW CAB
Call:

(617)625-5000
or (617)628-0600

Get The Green Cab App

HELP WANTED: SECURITY PERSONAL
NEEDED

Part Time Front Desk
Security Guard Opportunity for 2nd and 3rd shift
in Medford area. Must be
able to pass CORI check.
Interested please call
(781)953-8358

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per
gallon Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel Assistance
Customers
*Ask about our
24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs
*Complete Sales, Service, And
Installations For Heating and
A/C
781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free
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SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING DANIEL J. ROGOVICH
OBITUARY
ROGOVICH, Daniel J. – Of
Winthrop formerly of East
Somerville, January 4, 2022.
Beloved Son of the late Edward Rogovich and Barbara
Poirier. Loving father of
Michelle Shanahan and her
husband David of Haverhill,
Richard Brown of Seabrook,
NH, Daneille Rogovich and

her partner Derek Major of
Winthrop, Carlos Valente
and the late Shawn Clark.
Brother of Sue Russell, Kevin
Poirier, Kally Truax, William
Poirier and the late Barbara
Rogovich. Dear grandfather
of Matthew, Nathaniel, Nala,
Charity and Brady. Great
grandfather of Mya and Natalie. A Funeral Home Service

will be held in the George L.
Doherty Funeral Home, 855
Broadway (Powder House
Sq.) Somerville, Sunday
January 9, 2022, at 5:30.
Relatives and friends invited.
Visiting hours Sunday 3:00 –
5:30. Interment Private. Late
Veteran, US Army, Vietnam.
In lieu of flowers donations
may be made in Daniel’s
memory to the Wounded

Warrior Project, woundedwarriorproject.org/donate
WAKE INFORMATION
Sunday, January 09, 2022
3:00 PM – 5:30 PM
George L Doherty Funeral
Service, Inc
855 Broadway
Somerville, Massachusetts
02144

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING LORRAINE L. ROACHE
OBITUARY
ROACHE, Lorraine L.
(Flores) – Of Somerville January 4, 2022. Beloved wife
of the late James F. Roache.
Loving mother of James
A. Roache of Somerville,
Kevin T. Roache and his wife
Christina of Marshfield, Lorraine Roache of Somerville,

the late Mark and Maureen
Roache. Sister of the late
Marilyn Hanifin.
Dear grandmother of Mark
and Robert M. Watson,
Kevin and Thomas Roache
and Christina Butler. Great
grandmother of Hannah,
Ryan, Timothy, James,

Mary, Elizabeth, Michael,
Fiona, Gillian and Benjamin.
Funeral procession from the
George L. Doherty Funeral
Home, 855 Broadway (Powder House Sq.) Somerville,
Thursday morning at 9am,
followed by a Funeral Mass
in St. Catherine Church,
Somerville at 10:00. Relatives

and friends invited. Visiting
hours Wednesday 4:00 –
7:00. Interment Holy Cross
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers
donations may be made in
Lorraines memory to the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, 220 N Main St Ste 104,
Natick, MA 01760.

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING MARGARET L. MALONE
Peggy was a graduate of the
Somerville High School
Class of 1957. She often
spoke about growing up in
the 50’s and how life was
“simple and fun” back then.
She enjoyed going to Record Hop’s with her friends
and dominating the game
of Jack’s in the school yard.
Peggy retired in 2004 from
the Somerville YMCA where
she was well known and
loved by all the members.
MARGARET’S OBITUARY
Margaret “Peggy” Malone, a
life long resident of Somerville, passed away peacefully
on January 5, 2022 at the age
of 82.
Born and raised in Somerville to the late Rose and
Richard Erickson. Sister
to the late Shirley & her
husband John Milton and
Robert Erickson. Survived
by her brother Rick and his
wife Trisha.

Peggy enjoyed long car rides
often with no destination in
sight with her friend Frannie to find the best bargains.
She also cherished countless
conversations with friends
and family over a cup of
tea. Above all, Peggy’s most
favorite pastime was sharing
laughs with those she loved.
She was not only loved by
those who knew her but by
strangers too.
Peggy was the absolute best
Nana Peg to her grandchil-

dren. She had a special and
unique bond with each one
of them. She showed them
unconditional love, acceptance and created memories
that they will hold close to
their hearts. Not only was
she Nana Peg to her grandchildren but to so many
people, everyone loves Nana
Peg.
Peggy was so incredibly
proud of her two daughters,
Karen and Cindy. Being
their mom was her favorite
role in life. She loved to see
the bond between the two
of them and would often say
“No one makes my Karen
laugh like my Cindy.” That
made her most happy, to see
the love her daughters have
for each other. Peggy was the
best mother and made sure
they both knew how much
she loved them. She shared
many laughs, adventures,
advice and love with both of
them. As proud as she was to
be their “Ma” they are proud
to be Peggy’s “girls”.

Peggy will be missed by so
many.
Peggy was the beloved
mother to her daughter
Karen and her husband Mike
O’Connell, and her daughter Cindy and her husband
Mikey Martignetti; Nana
Peg to Kristen and her wife
Stacey, Scott and his wife
Amanda, Kaitlyn, Kelsea,
Marc, Jake, Bryan, Jason and
his wife Casey; Great Nana
to Graham, Lydon, Julia, Lucas, Riley and Lance; Auntie
Peggy to the Milton kids,
many nieces, nephews and a
friend to so many.

at 6:30.
Relatives and friends invited,
Facemasks are required.
Calling hours Tuesday 4-6:30
PM.
Interment private
In lieu of flowers please consider making a donation to
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital as Peggy did every
year.

Peggy was a life long and
loyal Boston Celtics fan. Like
the Big Three, she will be
remembered as a Legend
A Funeral Home Service will
be held for Margaret, in the
George L. Doherty Funeral
Home, 855 Broadway (Powder House Sq.) Somerville,
Tuesday evening January 11

CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBORAH BYRNE FOR WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED FOR THE
HIGHEST SALES IN BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER!
Deborah Byrne

Relocation Director, Government Certified

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Verani Realty
Cell: (617) 201- 4730
Website: http://www.debbyrne.com
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SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING FRANK PALMISANO
It is with great sadness that we inform you of
the passing of Frank Palmisano. Frank passed
away peacefully this Monday morning surrounded by his family. Frank was a wonderful
person with a heart of gold and a million dollar personality.
Frank Palmisano will be sadly missed in both
Somerville and Medford.
The Palmisano Family would like to thank
everyone for all the support over these last
few difficult months. Once arrangements are
made, we will post them.
Please keep them in your thoughts and
prayers.

HELP BUSINESSES AND WORKERS

By Bob Katzen
The House 157-0, Senate 400, approved and Gov. Baker
signed into law on April 1,
2022 a bill that supporters
said will stabilize the state’s
unemployment system and
provide targeted tax relief to
employers and workers.
Provisions exclude Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP)
loans from being taxed by
the state in 2020; exclude
$10,200 of unemployment
compensation received by

an individual with a household income of less than 200
percent of the federal poverty level from gross income
for tax purposes; and create
a mechanism ensuring all
employees will be able to
access 40 hours of paid sick
time for any COVID-related
issues, including testing positive, needing to quarantine
or caring for a loved one.
Other provisions waive
penalties on unemployment insurance taxes; freeze
unemployment insurance
rates paid by employers
and extend the state’s tax
filing deadline from April
15, 2021 to May 17, 2021.
Businesses would also face a
new surcharge, in the form
of an excise tax on employee
wages, through December

2022 to help repay interest
due in September on the
federal loans.
“The House and Senate
enacted legislation to make
important updates to our
state’s Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund, which has
provided an economic lifeline for so many families in
need,” said Rep. Josh Cutler
(D-Duxbury), House chair
of the Committee on Labor
and Workforce Development. “Our actions today
will prevent a sharp increase
in rates on our businesses,
help stabilize the fund over
the longer term, provide
tax relief to lower income
jobseekers and ensure that
needed jobless benefits continue to flow.”

“Massachusetts employers
faced a significant increase
in their unemployment
insurance costs, with employers’ experience rates
scheduled to jump from
$539 to $858 per worker this
year,” said Republican House
Minority Leader Rep. Brad
Jones (R-North Reading).
“This legislation mitigates
that increase by freezing
the rate schedule. Restaurants and small businesses,
already struggling financially during the COVID-19
pandemic, secured federal
Paycheck Protection Program loans to keep their
businesses afloat and save
employees’ jobs during the
pandemic faced a collective
tax bill of $150 million. This
legislation will make sure
their forgiven loans will not

be subject to state taxes.”
“Over the past year, thousands of Massachusetts
workers have lost pay, or
even lost their jobs, because
they needed to stay home
from work due to COVID
symptoms, or to recover after receiving a vaccine,” said
Steve Tolman, President of
the Massachusetts AFL-CIO.
“Countless other workers
have gone to work even
when they might be sick
because they can’t afford not
to get paid. Workers need
Emergency Paid Sick Time.”
(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

ALLOW SPOUSE TO BE A PAID CAREGIVER

By Bob Katzen
The Children, Families

and Persons with Disabilities Committee held a
hearing on legislation that
would expand the current law that allows most
family members, except
spouses, to serve as a paid
caregiver for relatives
with disabilities who are
eligible for nursing home
care under MassHealth—

the state’s Medicaid program that provides health
care for low-income and
disabled persons. The bill
would allow a spouse to
be a paid caregiver.
“This bill is a simple and
compassionate piece
of legislation, that will
also yield savings for the

Superior Air Conditioning

Office (617)625-0386 Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

state,” said Senate sponsor Sen. Jo Comerford
(D-Northampton). “Current state policy penalizes
people with disabilities
who wish to use their
spouse as their caregiver,
despite their spouse’s
ability to provide loving
care at costs below that of
nursing homes. My bill

will reverse that policy
and direct MassHealth to
recognize and compensate
a spouse as a caregiver if
requested by the patient,
just like other family
relatives. The vulnerability
of people to COVID-19
makes this bill more urgent than ever.”
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SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING GEORGE R. EBERLEIN
who helped anyone. He also
helped with Pop Warner in
his earlier days.
George R. Eberlein was a
wonderful person who will
be sadly missed here both in
Somerville and Medford.
Obituary:

Our sincere condolences,
thoughts and prayers go out
to the family and friends of
George R. Eberlein on his
passing.
He was always a big part
of Saint Joseph’s Church in
Union Square, a great man

George R. Eberlein, 83, of
Mishawaka passed away at
home on Friday, January 7,
2022.
George was born July 26,
1938 in Orland, Indiana, to
the late Sylvester and Roberta
(Green) Eberlein. He spent
most of his years growing up
in the Mishawaka area. He

served his country in the US
Marine Corps from 1955 to
1959. This is where he met
his future wife, Helen “Pat”
Donahue. They were married on May 12, 1958. The
couple made their home in
Somerville, Massachusetts
before moving to Mishawaka
in 2002.
George retired after 20 years
with Sears in Massachusetts.
After returning to Mishawaka, he spent 14 years at
Martin’s on Bittersweet,
working mostly in the meat
department. George was
a member and usher at St.
Joseph Catholic Church and
American Legion #161, both
in Mishawaka.

George was preceded in death
by his wife 62 years, Pat; a
son, George R. Eberlein, Jr.;
four brothers, Joseph, Bernard, Francis and Gregory
Eberlein; and two sisters,
Margaret Chesser and Mary
Tyler.
George is survived by a
daughter, Susan Eberlein; a
grandson, David Eberlein, Sr;
two great grandsons, David Eberlein, Jr. and Declan
Eberlein; and five sisters,
Theresa Farler, Linda Atwood,
LouAnn (Richard) Flannery,
Kathy Pipkins and Patricia
Donoho.
Mass of Christian Burial will

be celebrated at 11 am on
Thursday, January 13, in St.
Joseph Catholic Church, 225
S. Mill Street, Mishawaka.
Burial will follow in Fairview
Cemetery, Mishawaka. Military Honors will be by VFW
360/American Legion 161
Burial Squad.
Visitation will be from 9:45
to 10:45 am on Thursday in
Goethals & Wells Funeral
Home, 503 W. 3rd Street,
Mishawaka.
Memorials are suggested to
St. Joseph Catholic Church or
Heartland Hospice.
To send flowers to the family
or plant a tree in memory of
George R. Eberlein please
visit our Tribute Store.

RESTAURANTS MUST MAKE A PICTURE MENU AVAILABLE (H 4027)
By Bob Katzen
Another bill heard by the Children, Families and Persons with
Disabilities Committee would require restaurants to make available
to customers a photographic or
visual menu that contains a written
description and a photograph of
each food and drink item to assist

individuals with communication impairments with ordering.
The state would be required to
develop a program for restaurants
to be designated as “Communication Impairment Friendly” and
maintain a listing of restaurants
receiving that designation on its
website.
“I was inspired to file the bill after

a student from Leicester Middle
School and her mother visited my
office hours,” said sponsor Rep.
David LeBoeuf (D-Worcester).
“The student expressed how she
noticed how difficult it was for
non-verbal individuals to order at
a restaurant and her mother, who
worked in human services, also
shared some anecdotes. This bill

would make it easier for our nonverbal citizens to patronize local
businesses by requiring restaurants
to have one version of a picture
menu available.”

OUTDOOR ASSOCIATES LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

Outdoor Associates is a professional landscaping company
that has been serving residential and commercial properties
in the regional area with over
40 years of combined experience.
A full service landscape/construction company working

toward a shared vision with
our clients, we constantly strive
for superior results today and
in the future.
We will work directly with you
to develop a landscape maintenance plan that works for your
property and budget.
We specialize in the following:
•Landscape Construction

and Design•Maintenance and
Construction•Full Weekly
Lawn Maintenance•Lawn
Installations•Fertilization
Application Services •Walkways/Hardscapes/Retaining
Walls•Irrigation/Sprinkler Systems•Landscape
Lighting•Spring/Fall Cleanups•Mulch Applications •Bob-

cat/loader services•Drainage
•Aeration•hydroseeding/
sodding•Hedge/Bush
Trimming•Pruning•Dethatching •Escavator Services
•Commercial/Residential Snow
plowing• Ice Management
&More.
If attractive landscape is
important to you, count on

Outdoor Associates to deliver
top-notch workmanship with
competitive rates. Outdoor Associates takes pride in providing quality, on-time, on budget
services, project completion
with top quality customer
service. Contact us at 339999-3848 or email us – info@
outdoorassociatesma.com

A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER OPEN FOR OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
& TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040 34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER
“Without all of the hustle and
bustle of heading into Boston,
why not just head locally right
in Winchester at TAVOLA
RESTAURANT where a little
piece of Italy is waiting for
you!”
“It’s as close as you can get for
a real authentic Italian dining experience that will keep
you coming back for more”
“Definitely a two thumbs up
rating and absolutely worth
checking them out!” Somer-

ville/Medford News Weekly/
Boston News Group
State of A Tavola:
A Tavola’s outdoor patio dining is open for business!
Take-out and delivery is also
available! (with-in a small
radius of A Tavola).
A special menu and special
hours will be posted on our
website as well as our social
media channels. Please stay
tuned for any and all details.

As always our gift cards will
be available through our
website, over the phone and
in person. Starting Tuesday,
for every gift card purchase
over $100, we will add an additional $20 gift card as a way
to thank you for your support.
If there is anything in particular you would like to see
from us or if you need help
preparing food at home for
your families please reach
out and we will do our best
to help. Whether it be recipe
ideas with random things you

might have purchased or if
you run out of something that
you need that we can help
with please don’t hesitate to
ask.
A Tavola Restaurant Winchester outdoor patio dining
is open for business & takeout
orders: (781)729-1040
34 Church St Winchester

Thank you for your continued support.
https://www.atavolawinchester.com/
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SOMERVILLE COA PRESS OUTREACH FOR JANUARY
Press Outreach for January.
Please we did not get the grant
for the taxi rides so rides will no
longer be booked.
Any assistance in helping us get
the word out would be much
appreciated.
Thanks,
EVENTS
Bingo – Tuesdays at Ralph &
Jenny Center starting at 10:00
a.m. and Thursdays at Holland
Street starting at 10:00 a.m. Grab
and Go lunch available following
Bingo. RSVP to Debby Higgins
by calling 617-625-6600, ext.
2321 or email Debby at DHiggins@Somervillema.gov
Project Outlook, Low Vision
Group, returns! 2nd Tuesday of
each month from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. at the Holland Street
Center. Project Outlook is a
group of residents with low or no
vision who enjoy getting together
for camaraderie and socialization. Project Outlook has been
active for over 30 years. Come
join in the conversation, we look
forward to meeting you. For
more information please contact
Claudia at 857-237-1801.
Game Club –Mondays from 9:00
a.m. until 10:00 a.m. at our Ralph
& Jenny Center located at 9 New
Washington Street (behind the
Holiday Inn.) Please join us as
we play a wide variety of board
and card games. Please RSVP to
Maureen Bastardi at 617-6256600, ext. 2335 or email Maureen
at mbastardi@somervillema.gov .
General Nutrition Classes – Inperson, Mondays at 12:30 p.m.
at our Ralph & Jenny Center
located at 9 New Washington
Street and Wednesdays at 10:00
a.m. at our Holland Street Center
located at 167 Holland Street.
Virtual classes are offered Monday at 11am via Zoom. New and
returning members are welcome!
To RSVP please call Mary Marshall at 617-625-6600, ext. 2316
or email her at headtofitness10@
yahoo.com. Masks are required.
Walking Group –Fridays at 9:30
a.m. The walking group will meet
in front of the Holland Street
Center and will enjoy walks
through area neighborhoods. All
classes and groups will be limited
in participation and will follow
City of Somerville social distancing and mask policy. Pre-regis-

tration is required. For additional
information or to register for the
program, contact Chris Kowaleski by email at ckowaleski@
somervillema.gov or by phone at
617-625-6600 ext. 2315.
Fit-4-Life Exercise Classes—
Mondays and Wednesdays at
9:00 a.m & 11:00 a.m.—In-person, indoor classes will resume
the week of September 20th at
the Holland Street Center. Each
class will focus on strength, balance and flexibility. Pre-registration is required as classes will be
limited; masks will be required.
Please contact Chris Kowaleski
at 617-625-6600 ext. 2315 or
email ckowaleski@somervillema.
gov with any questions or for additional information.
English Conversation – Mondays
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. –
At the Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington Street
(Behind the Holiday Inn.) Meet
people from all over the world as
we discuss a range of topics. No
books – no test – just friendly
conversation. This program is
in person; pre-registration is required as space is limited. Please
contact Maureen Bastardi at
MBastardi@Somervillema.gov or
617-625-6600, ext. 2335 to RSVP.
Men’s Group – 2nd Tuesday of
the month from 10:30 to 11:30
-Our popular men’s group is held
on the first Tuesday. New and
returning members are welcome.
Please RSVP to Norbert DeAmato at ndeamato@hotmail.com
Bowling is Back – Wednesdays
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at
Flatbreads Company / Sacco
Bowl Haven in Davis Square. For
more information or to sign up
please contact Debby at 617-6256600, ext. 2321 or email Deb at
Dhiggins@Somervillema.gov .
Face coverings are required.
Mental Health Awareness Series
– January 11th from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. via Zoom. Please
RSVP to Natasha at 617-6256600, ext. 2317 or email Natasha
at NNaim@Somervillema.gov
Yoga – In Person – Tuesday,
January 11th, 18th, and 25th
at 10:00 a.m. Easy-to-follow
program lets you stretch and
relax. Yoga provides modified,
low-impact moves and easy-tofollow pacing for a healthy, active
lifestyle. Please RSVP to Chris
Kowaleski at 617-625-6600, ext.
2315 or email Chris at CKow-

aleski@Somervillema.gov
Left, Right, Center – Wednesday,
January 12th at 10:00 a.m. at the
Holland Street Center. Join us for
this fun and interesting game.
Grab and Go lunch available
upon leaving. RSVP to Debby by
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2321
or email Debby at DHiggins@
Somervillema.gov
Music & Munch – Wednesday,
January 12th and Wednesday,
January 26th at noontime. Why
not pair your lunch with a celebration of music? This 45-minute
session via Zoom will treat you to
a playlist of diverse musical offerings: a little jazz, some “oldies but
goodies,” a smidgen of classical,
a dip into barbershop, a trip to
Broadway. The music is taped but
the experience is live. Your guide
is Somerville Resident, Laura
Zoll, trained as a medieval musicologist and with a life-long love
of all things musical. Your preferences will help shape the session.
Learn a little, sing-along, relax
and enjoy some Music while you
Munch. Please RSVP to Debby at
Dhiggins@somervillema.gov or
617-625-6600 ext. 2321. You will
then receive your email invitation
to join the program via ZOOM.
Music & Movement – Thursday,
January 20th at 4:00 p.m. Join
Steve as he plays guitar, sings
and leads gentle movements.
Just tapping your toe or singing
along can help move your body
in new ways. Being physically
active is not just good for our
bodies, but it is also one of
Mental Health America’s 10 tools
to building resiliency; or the
ability to overcome obstacles and
manage through tough times.
This program is in person, preregistration is required as space is
limited. Please RSVP to Debby at
Dhiggins@Somervillema.gov or
617-625-6600 ext. 2321.
Book Club – Friday, January
21st at 10:00 a.m. – Do you love
books and want to discuss your
love of reading with others?
Consider joining book club.
Please contact Natasha at 617625-6600, ext. 2317. Group meets
in person at 167 Holland St. and
concurrently via Zoom. Please
RSVP by calling Natasha Naim at
617-625-6600 or email Natasha
at nnaim@somervillema.gov as
space is limited.

Caregiver Check-In – Tuesday,
January 25th at 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. – Are you a caregiver for a loved one and want to
connect with other caregivers?
Would you like to discuss the
joys and challenges of caregiving?
The Somerville Council on Aging
is hosting a monthly check-in
via Zoom for caregivers. Please
contact Natasha Naim by either
calling 617-625-6600 ext. 2317
or e-mail Natasha at NNaim@
Somervillema.gov.
Movie Matinee – Going in
Style – Wednesday, January 26th
staring at 10:00 a.m. at the Ralph
& Jenny Center located at 9 New
Washington Street (behind the
Holiday Inn.) Join us for a showing of Going in Style starring
Morgan Freeman, Michael Caine
and Alan Arkin. Three lifelong
friends hatch a plot to rob a bank
after they are cheated out of their
pensions. But, they have to stay
one step ahead of the FBI! Please
RSVP to Debby at 617-625-6600
ext. 2321 or DHiggins@Somervillema.gov
Brown Bag Supplemental Food
Program – PICK UP Thursday,
January 27th from 9:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. at the Ralph &
Jenny Center located at 9 New
Washington Street (behind the
Holiday Inn.) For an application
contact Natasha at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2317.
Powers Music School – Thursday,
February 10th at 1:00 p.m. at the
Holland Street Center. Enjoy an
afternoon of live music. Grab
and Go Lunch available after the
performance. Please RSVP to
Debby at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321
or DHiggins@Somervillema.gov
ONGOING EVENTS
Friendly Caller Program –
Looking for a way to practice
social distancing but still remain
connected to other people? Look
no further than the Somerville
Council on Aging’s Friendly
Phone Caller program. We have
many wonderful volunteers who
are waiting to give you a call.
Whether you are looking to make
a new friend or would just like
a friendly chat to look forward
to every week, this program has
you covered. Call Natasha at
617-625-6600, ext. 2317 to learn

more about the program and to
sign up.
EXERCISE
Virtual FIT-4-LIFE SCHEDULE
Mondays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life
Zoom Exercise
Wednesdays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4Life Zoom Exercise
Thursdays 1:00 p.m. = Fit-4-Life
Zoom Exercise
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. = LBT Fit-4Life Zoom Exercise
Fit-4-Life YouTube
Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #
1: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4hd26HjpwBI&t=68s
Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #2:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QwHfyoEZaws&t=247s
Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #3:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FcI2eBSS024&t=158s
Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #4:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7EDtaIdYSz0
Fit-4-Life Exercise Video #5:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AAnwfwGybTI
Somerville City Cable
RCN = 13/Comcast = 22
The Fit-4-Life Exercise Show =
Daily at 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Yoga YouTube
Yoga with Janine video:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vDGF_EEbqF0&t=130s
Yoga with Janine video:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6Zezcj9XXBU
SOCIAL MEDIA
Stay connected via our Facebook page – often updated by
Debby or Maureen. Informative,
entertaining, lots of photos and
updates. Visit our page at https://
www.facebook.com/SomervilleCOA/
JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
If you would like to receive a
virtual copy of our monthly
newsletter please contact Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2335 or email Maureen at
MBastardi@Somervillema.gov
If you would like to become part
of our Google Group please contact Debby Higgins at 617-6256600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at
DHiggins@Somervillema.gov

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Commonwealth Real Estate (617) 666-2121
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Instant Shoe Repair
(781)658-0240
THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION, BY THE POWER
VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL ACT OF
THE LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE
ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS THE
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS WITH THE
ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING:

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

2021-86 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped
Parking” Schedule H is amended with the addition
of the following locations: 323 Somerville Av

PROMULGATED: DECEMBER 9, 2021
ADVERTISED: JANUARY 4, 2022
JANUARY 11, 2022
JANUARY 18, 2022
EFFECTIVE: JANUARY 26, 2022
_____________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director
Somerville News Weekly 01/04/22, 01/11/22,
01/18/22

Superior Air Conditioning

Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito
Breanna L. Rolland
Amy L. Connors
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Office (617)625-0386
Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

PARIS NAILS2
SOMERVILLE
COMPLETE NAIL CARE
FOR
LADIES & GENTLEMEN
(617)623-0745
C.B. SCOOPS ICE CREAM
& MORE MEDFORD
453 High St, Medford, MA 02155-3635
781-393-5959

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Family Law
TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

GREAT HILL DENTAL SOMERVILLE

(617) 631-9042

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA
02145
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The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Newstalk Shout Out continued from page 2
Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage
of Somerville News Weeklys
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup
Loud
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

OPEN STUDIOS
At:86 Joy Street
Somerville, MA 02143
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
November 23rd & 24th, 2019
12:00 pm to 6:00 pm
ART, CERAMICS
GLASS, FURNITURE,
PAPER ASSEMBLAGE,
JEWELRY, PAINTING,
ILLUSTRATION,
PHOTOGRAPHY

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The
Somerville News Weekly.
All Rights Reserved

Advertise With Us For
Only $25 Per Week!
Be Seen By Thousands
(617)293-2016

_________________________________

HELP WANTED: SECURITY
PERSONAL NEEDED

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200
OR (800)793-3746

Security Personal Needed For All
Shifts in Medford Area Contact
Number 781-953 8358

_____________________

JOY STREET STUDIOS &
BRICK BOTTOM OPEN
STUDIOS
Joy Street Studios
&
BrickBottom

GET THE
GREEN CAB
APP!

MCPAWS DOG GROOMING

Stop in at Vinny’s Superette on BroadwayTo pick up your copies of
The Somerville News Weekly

Move over coffee. Today is a job for champagne!!! We are THRILLED to announce that we will be bringing back our Sunday Brunch Buffet for
Father’s Day! June 20th 10:00am to 2:30pmEnjoy all of our options including but not limited to our Make Your Own Omelet Station, Fresh Baked
goods, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage & Bacon, Home Fries, Texas Style French Toast & Pancakes, Eggs Benedict. Our lunch options which include but
not limited to Desserts, Seafood Newburg, Meatballs, Chicken, Broccoli, & Ziti, Prime Rib, Ham, & Turkey Carving Station, and our Famous Raw
Bar all for $22.99.

Please call 617-666-3830 to make your reservation today!

Tuesday January 11th, 2022
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INSTANT SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR 20 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE(781)658-0240
Instant Shoe and Luggage Repair is located on the
corner of Broadway and Mt. Vernon Street, just
before the I-93 overpass and only a few blocks from
Sullivan Station.
Instant specializes in repairing zippers, on luggage
and hand bags, as well as shoe repair services
such as stretching, resoling, and re-heeling. The
store also stocks items ranging from blankets, to
perfumes, jeans, belts, jackets and socks

REVENUE COMMITTEE VIRTUAL HEARING ON JANUARY 12TH
By Bob Katzen
The Revenue Committee will hold
a virtual hearing on January 12 on
several bills including:
EXEMPT PERSONS UNDER 18
FROM PAYING INCOME TAX
(S 1970) – Exempts residents and
non-residents under 18 from paying an income tax.
“I filed this bill to provide our
younger employees, who traditionally work low wage jobs, the ability
to keep more of their money,” said
Sen. Patrick O’Connor (R-Weymouth). “This will allow for better
saving and investment opportunities for student workers that may
solely rely on their income. In a
time where the commonwealth has
record surpluses, giving our young
working residents, among others, a
tax break that wouldn’t impact our
bottom line makes a lot of sense.”
$4,000 TAX CREDIT FOR FAMILY CAREGIVER (H 2911) –
Provides up to a $4,000 annual tax
credit for a taxpayer who provides
more than one-half of the support
for an elderly relative who is age
75 and older — provided that the
elderly relative resided with the
taxpayer for more than six months
of the year and the taxpayer has a
maximum adjusted gross income
of less than $30,000.
Supporters say this will save some

money for caregivers. They note
that Massachusetts has more than
800,000 unpaid family caregivers
who are helping an aging parent
or other loved one to live independently in their own homes. They
argue that many of these caregivers have a regular full or part-time
job and are overwhelmed by their
caregiver duties. They note that a
study from 2015 concluded that
in Massachusetts, family caregivers provided 786 million hours of
unpaid care valued at an estimated
$11.6 billion annually.
“As someone who cared for my
own elderly parents at home and
being so grateful that I could do it
for them, I know that it comes with
a financial cost to the caregiver,”
said co-sponsor Rep. Colleen
Garry (D-Lowell). “Whether it be
medications or supplies that you
may pick up and pay for, or with
caregivers who hold outside employment based on hourly wages
having to take time off to bring
them to medical appointments,
etc., this bill will help compensate
family members for just some of
the financial losses they face while
caring for their elderly relatives at
home. Meanwhile, the senior gets
loving care in the family home and
the commonwealth does not see
increasing MassHealth expenses
for nursing homes for these folks.”
“With the price of medical equipment and outside caretakers, this

will give those families relief,
while allowing more people to
take advantage of a cheaper option
than placement at an elder-care
home,” said co-sponsor Rep. Dave
Robertson (D-Tewksbury). “In the
end it encourages an option sought
by many seniors, while saving the
family and the public money—as
subsidizing elder care is a large part
of the state budget for care of those
65 and older.”
UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME OF
$1,000 (S 1883) – Establishes a universal basic income pilot program
run by Department of Transitional
Assistance (DTA) under which
100 persons would be given $1,000
per month over a two-year period.
Participants would be a diverse
representation of all demographics
of the state including race, gender
identity, sexual orientation and
educational achievement. Recipients would be allowed to spend the
money without restrictions except
for a prohibition on the purchase of
illegal drugs.
The program would be funded by
a public-private partnership with
local businesses, non-profits and/
or private foundations and no state
money would be used to fund the
monthly grants. However, the administration of the program would
be handled by the DTA which is
funded with state money.
Following the completion of the

program, DTA would have up to
a year to issue a report including
information about how the funds
were spent; the socioeconomic
background of the participants
prior to entering into the study;
how the participants’ quality of life
evolved over the period of time of
the study; and recommendations
for permanent implementation of
this program on a larger scale.

pensions for extended periods
of time and are struggling. These
individuals have not received cost
of living increases and are having
trouble making ends meet given
rising property taxes and healthcare costs and diminished savings.
It is my hope that the legislation
will ease some of the burden on
retirees and seniors across the
commonwealth.

“During the response to the
economic downturn caused by
COVID-19 we saw first-hand the
positive impact of basic supports,”
said Sen. Adam Hinds (D-Pittsfield), the bill’s sponsor. “Centrally,
children were lifted out of poverty
with documented long-term benefits related to elevated lifelong
earnings, education attainment and
health outcomes. This program
could be a more efficient way for
the government to provide a social
safety net.”
MAKE A PIECE OF PRIVATE
PENSIONS TAX EXEMPT (H
2839) – Exempts from taxation up
to $12,500 of the private pension
of a taxpayer over age 60 and up to
$2,000 for one under 60.

CREATE HAITIAN COMMISSION (S 1819) – Creates
a 12-member Commission on
the Status of Citizens of Haitian
Descent. Sponsor Sen. Nick Collins
(D-Boston) said the proposal is
intended to create a state-established body charged with reviewing
the status of residents of Haitian
ancestry and offer recommendations regarding policy that would
improve access to opportunities
and equality.

“The goal of this bill is to provide
some tax relief to retirees and
seniors living on a fixed retirement
income,” said sponsor Rep. Peter
Capano (D-Lynn). “I have personally heard from countless retirees
who have been living on private

“Massachusetts has the third largest
Haitian population in the country
and while the Haitian community
can be proud of its contributions,
there continues to be many nuances government can be educated
on in order to better serve this
constituency,” said Collins. As a
representative of the most dense
Haitian community in Boston I am
proud to file this legislation and
work with leaders, advocates and
colleagues to bring this to fruition.”

HAIR-GINEER OF SOMERVILLE
4 Lincoln Street East Somerville
(617)718-0830
Haircuts * Shaves * Hot Towel Shaves
9:00am to 8:30pm Monday to Friday & 9:00am to
6:00pm Weekends

DEBORAH BYRNE, GOVERNMENT CERTIFIED BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY (617)201-4730
Deborah Byrne, Government Certified Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty
What’s Your Home Worth? Get three automated Estimates – Instantly.
Call me for a no cost appraisal of your property! Ask me about our 2.5% commision savings
program!
Accolades include: Top 4% Sales Nationwide, Chairmans Circle, Presidents Circle, Relocation
Director, Notary Public Realtor®, CRS, CBR, CDPE, LMC, Energy Star Certification, Foreclosures
MASS Certification, AHWD, CSP , SRES and RECS Top Producer in Massachusetts Awards
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CITY OF MEDFORD TO EQUIP POLICE OFFICERS WITH BODY-WORN CAMERAS
Continued from front page

better interact and communicate with the public.
The cameras are also
instrumental in providing
comprehensive training
and review for officer
interactions and support
officer and public safety.
City also Secures
$293,000 per Year Grant
to Hire Two Additional
Social Workers at Police
Department
(MEDFORD)—Mayor
Breanna Lungo-Koehn
and Medford Police Chief
Jack Buckley signed
a 5-year contract for
$330,000 last week with
Motorola Solutions to
equip the entire 100-person department with
body-worn cameras.
Body-worn cameras improve accountability for
officers and allow them to

Once delivered in the
Spring, the department
will begin training officers
on policy and use, with
implementation tentatively scheduled to begin
this fall. In 2017, the City
engaged with the Police
Union on this issue and
both agreed on its benefits which paved the way
for this contract.
“I see the implementation
of body-worn cameras
as a benefit for the community, our city and our
police department,” said
Chief Buckley. “Bodyworn cameras will serve

to improve accountability,
improve the quality of
face-to-face interactions
among police officers and
the public, improve the
department’s response
to citizen complaints,
provide for valuable training and review of officer
interactions and support
both officer safety and
health and the safety and
health of all who interact
with the police.”
With this program, the
City and police department are strengthening
relationships within the
community and building
trust and legitimacy with
residents. This commitment to building partnerships with the public
will help to continue to
transform the department
and its partners into a
more responsive, equitable and efficient body.

The accountability that
the technology of bodyworn cameras provides
to a community can only
serve to enhance procedural justice and thus
increase police legitimacy.
“Our police department
has made a concerted
effort to improve the way
it interacts and communicates with the public,”
Mayor Lungo-Koehn said.
“These body-worn cameras are an important tool
for building public trust,
strengthening community
relationships and fairly
conducting public safety
operations. I am thrilled
that the city is able to
bring this technology to
the department and add
to the City’s commitment
to transparency and accountability.”
The City has also secured

519 BROADWAY LUXURY BOUTIQUE CONDOS
SOMERVILLE WINTER MOVE IN SPECIAL

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR (800)793-3746
BEST OF

MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

an increase to its 10-year
DMH grant to nearly
$300 thousand per year
to hire a second and third
social worker within the
department to help with
community relations
and procedures. Along
with the two additional
hires, the grant will cover
funds for additional deescalation training for
officers in 2022 and for
data analysis of the work
being done. This past
November, the police
department hired its first
full time clinician. The
additional funds obtained
through this DMH grant
will allow the department
to hire two (2) additional clinicians to aid the
department Behavioral
Support Unit’s efforts to
increase response to calls
that involve individuals
with behavioral health
challenges.
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Richard G. Di Girolamo
Anne M. Vigorito
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning
Civil Litigation
Family Law
Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
Fax: (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

MEDFORD MAYOR REMOVES INTERIM TAG FROM CURRENT CHIEF OF STAFF’S TITLE
Continued from front page

Nina Nazarian Assumes Permanent Chief of Staff Role in
Lungo-Koehn Administration
(MEDFORD) — Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn officially
named Nina Nazarian as her
Chief of Staff on December
27. Nazarian had been serving on an interim basis since
September 13, when she took
over for departing Chief of
Staff David Rodrigues. The

City posted the Chief of Staff
job listing on December 2.
“Nina has proven herself to
be an exceptional member
of our team, helping guide
key policy directives, helping
to modernize our workforce
and ensuring City operations
remain smooth and functional during this latest
surge,” Mayor Lungo-Koehn
said. “She has been a reliable
ally, offers thoughtful advice

based on her years of government experience and she will
continue to serve the people
of Medford with professionalism and humility.”
Nazarian joined Mayor Lungo-Koehn’s administration in
September 2020 in the Office
of Procurement, acting as
special project manager for
complex projects and procurements for the City. Prior
to joining the Lungo-Koehn

administration she served
as Town Administrator for
Littleton and Princeton,
Massachusetts. In her time
with the City of Medford,
Nina has been instrumental
in managing and securing
grants and projects such as
renovation and restoration
of the City’s fire department
facilities and in the development of new procurement
policies to guide City staff.

“I am honored and humbled
that the Mayor has entrusted
me to lead her staff and help
craft and implement her
policy goals for her second
term,” Nazarian said. “I have
seen first-hand the dedication and commitment the
Mayor has for this community and I can’t wait to continue on the work we have been
doing to make her vision for
Medford a reality.”

REAL LIFE SOMERVILLE POLICE STORIES: BRENDAN KEEFFE
(ABPO, DISORDERLY, RESISTING)
On Wednesday, January 5,
2022, I, Officer Sergio Costa
was working patrol in fulluniform on the West District
in cruiser (W-6) during my
assigned 12AM-8AM shift. At
approximately 1:00 AM, I, was
dispatched to 247 Elm St, for a
report of man hitting the door
of the Burrem with a chair. Officer Jorge Morel (W-7) and Officer J. Brown (W-5) responded
as back-up.
Upon my arrival, I noticed
a male party later Identified
was Brendan Keeffe (XXXX),
at front door of The Burren,

and a damaged metal chair
next to him. I approached Mr.
Keeffe and asked him whats
happening, Mr. Keeffe turned
towards me, yelled fuck you.
I noticed that Mr. Keeffe had
slow speech, and was unsteady
on his feet and a strong odor of
alcoholic beverage was emitting
from him. Mr. Keeffe without
warning reached rapidly at my
department issue Microphone
that is clipped onto my sweater
in the chest area. He was able to
get full grip on it. I immediately
grabbed his right arm, preventing him to pull my radio out.
Myself and Mr. Keeffe struggle

with each other eventually we
both fell on the ground, I was
instructed Mr. Keeffe to place
his hand behind his back but
he refused. The Burren security
Doorman Mr. XXXX (XXXX)
observed how Mr. Keeffe was
struggling with me on the floor
and not following my commands, Mr. XXXX assisted me
and I was able to gain control
of Mr. Keeffe and handcuff him
behind his back.
I them spoke with Mr. XXXX
and he stated that Mr. Keeffe
arrived a hour earlier that night
and started drinking and at one

point started to Harass other
costumers inside of the bar. Mr.
XXXX asked Mr. Keeffe to leave
for night, and he was escorted
outside and told that the bar
was closed. Mr. Keeffe grabbed
a chair and started to hit the
front door of the bar. Inside the
bar other costumers got scared
and because of that Mr. XXXX
decided to call Somerville
Police. Based on Mr. XXXX
statement, I placed Mr. Keeffe
under arrest for:
Disorderly conduct
Assaulting a police officer
Resisting an arrest

Mr. Keeffe refuse any medical
attention, and was transported
to the station by unit 200, and
was booked by Lt. DeOliveira.
At the booking window was
noticed by the Lt. DeOliveira
that Mr.Keeffe has a small cut
on his nose by he declined any
medical attention.
Respectfully submitted,
Sergio Costa.
Police Officer #345
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ON BEACON HILL: SEVERAL BILLS HEARD BY THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE:
that was initiated and
backed by the Class of
2021 at Oliver Ames High
School in Easton.
By Bob Katzen
Here are three proposals
that were the subject of a
hearing by the Education
Committee last week:
MENTAL HEALTH OF
STUDENTS (H 572) –
Adds mental health of
students to the current list
of physical illnesses that
qualify as a legitimate reason for a student’s absence
from school. Rep. Carol
Doherty (D-Taunton)
sponsored the legislation

“By addressing this crisis
among our youth through
this simple act of adding
mental health as an acceptable absence presents
us with an opportunity to
better the lives of young
people,” said Doherty.
“We cannot push this
issue aside leaving at
risk students to fend for
themselves. Conceptualized pre-pandemic H 572
shows how far sighted the
Oliver Ames students were
in their ability to perceive
the significance of mental
health needs among their

peers.”
SUNSCREEN LOTION (S
309) – Allows any person,
including students, parents
and school personnel to
possess and use a topical
sunscreen product without
a physician’s note or prescription while on school
property or at a schoolrelated event or activity to
avoid overexposure to the
sun if the product is regulated by the Federal Food
and Drug Administration
for over-the-counter use.
“Melanoma is the most
commonly diagnosed
cancer in children aged
15-19,” said Sponsor Sen.
Julian Cyr (D-Truro).

“Routine application of
sunscreen has proven to
significantly reduce young
people’s risk of developing
this cancer. Sunscreen is
essential to protecting the
health of adolescents, so
it makes good sense that
sunscreen is accessible in
schools and can be applied
without the undue burden
of obtaining a prescription.”
STUDY AIR TEMPERATURES IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS (S 379) – Creates a commission to
study the regulation of
minimum and maximum
allowable air temperatures
in public school classrooms and facilities, as

well as any relevant statistics on the number of airconditioned public schools
in Massachusetts, and the
impact of indoor air quality on children.
“I filed this bill to create
a commission charged
with developing an understanding of the actual
temperature conditions
of classrooms,” said sponsor Sen. Patrick O’Connor
(R-Weymouth). “There
are regular instances of
classroom temperatures
hitting the extreme highs
and lows depending on
the time of year. It is important that we are providing our children with the
optimal setting to learn.”

ON BEACON HILL: SEVERAL BILLS HEARD BY THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE:
ized pre-pandemic H 572
shows how far sighted
the Oliver Ames students
were in their ability to
perceive the significance
of mental health needs
among their peers.”
By Bob Katzen
Here are three proposals
that were the subject of a
hearing by the Education
Committee last week:
MENTAL HEALTH OF
STUDENTS (H 572) –
Adds mental health of
students to the current list
of physical illnesses that
qualify as a legitimate reason for a student’s absence
from school. Rep. Carol
Doherty (D-Taunton)
sponsored the legislation

that was initiated and
backed by the Class of
2021 at Oliver Ames High
School in Easton.
“By addressing this crisis
among our youth through
this simple act of adding
mental health as an acceptable absence presents
us with an opportunity to
better the lives of young
people,” said Doherty.
“We cannot push this
issue aside leaving at
risk students to fend for
themselves. Conceptual-

SUNSCREEN LOTION (S
309) – Allows any person,
including students, parents and school personnel to possess and use a
topical sunscreen product
without a physician’s note
or prescription while on
school property or at a
school-related event or
activity to avoid overexposure to the sun if the
product is regulated by the
Federal Food and Drug
Administration for overthe-counter use.
“Melanoma is the most

commonly diagnosed
cancer in children aged
15-19,” said Sponsor Sen.
Julian Cyr (D-Truro).
“Routine application of
sunscreen has proven to
significantly reduce young
people’s risk of developing
this cancer. Sunscreen is
essential to protecting the
health of adolescents, so
it makes good sense that
sunscreen is accessible in
schools and can be applied
without the undue burden
of obtaining a prescription.”
STUDY AIR TEMPERATURES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS (S 379)
– Creates a commission
to study the regulation
of minimum and maximum allowable air temperatures in public school

classrooms and facilities,
as well as any relevant
statistics on the number
of air-conditioned public
schools in Massachusetts,
and the impact of indoor
air quality on children.
“I filed this bill to create
a commission charged
with developing an understanding of the actual
temperature conditions of
classrooms,” said sponsor
Sen. Patrick O’Connor
(R-Weymouth). “There are
regular instances of classroom temperatures hitting
the extreme highs and
lows depending on the
time of year. It is important that we are providing our children with the
optimal setting to learn.”

NOW OFFERING LICENSE TO CARRY CLASSES COURSE
COMPLETED IN ONE DAY FOR SIGN-UP AND DATES
CALL:617-257-2383 OR 617-776-0765
RETIRED SOMERVILLE POLICE OFFICER FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR JOHN MONTE
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QUOTABLE QUOTES ON BEACON HILL

By Bob Katzen
“This study serves to reinforce what we have been
saying for years: keeping
flavored tobacco products,
including menthol flavored
cigarettes, off the shelves
here in Massachusetts is
making a measurable difference in slowing the state’s
tobacco epidemic.
With smoking being the
number one cause of preventable death and responsible for one-third of all
cancer deaths, evidence of
the effectiveness of flavor
sale restrictions is incredibly
valuable data and further
supports our efforts to save
lives from tobacco.”
— Marc Hymovitz, director
of government relations for
American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network in

Massachusetts, on a study
by the American Cancer
Society that he says shows
that Massachusetts’ law ending the sale of all flavored
tobacco products, including
menthol flavored cigarettes,
implemented in June 2020,
tremendously decreased
menthol and all (menthol
and nonflavored) cigarette
sales in the state.
“The report published by
the American Cancer Society is absurd. It is not surprising that in-state menthol cigarette sales declined
when the state banned the
legal sale of those products.
However, to promote misleading findings by omitting
significant facts is both irresponsible and dangerous as
other states and some cities
consider a similar policy.”
— Jonathan Shaer, Executive Director of the New
England Convenience Store
& Energy Marketers Association, asserting that the
study completely ignores
that an overwhelming majority of menthol cigarette
sales immediately migrated
to Rhode Island and New
Hampshire where Massa-

chusetts consumers made
their purchases following
implementation of the ban.
“Kevin Hayden is a dedicated public servant with a
proven record of commitment to equitable justice
and community engagement, and I am confident
he will serve the families of
Suffolk County as a respectful, collaborative and
compassionate partner as
district attorney.”
—Gov. Charlie Baker on his
appointment of Massachusetts Sex Offender Registry
Board Chairman Kevin
Hayden as Suffolk County
District Attorney to serve
out the remainder of Rachael Rollins’ term. Rollins
was appointed and sworn in
as U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts by President Biden
last week.
“Home health care agencies
that accept state funds must
be held to high standards of
transparency and integrity.
Our office will continue to
protect the MassHealth program and make sure that it
is not being billed for medically unnecessary services.”

Dumpsters, Power Sweeping
and More

(781)395-1200
(800)793-3746

GET THE
APP

— Attorney General Maura
Healey announcing that her
office reached a $630,000
settlement with Home Care
VNA, a Chicopee-based
home health care company
and its owners, to resolve
allegations that they billed
MassHealth, the state’s
Medicaid program, for
services that had not been
appropriately authorized by
a physician.
HOW LONG WAS LAST
WEEK’S SESSION? Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks
the length of time that the
House and Senate were in
session each week. Many
legislators say that legislative
sessions are only one aspect
of the Legislature’s job and
that a lot of important work
is done outside of the House
and Senate chambers. They
note that their jobs also
involve committee work,
research, constituent work
and other matters that are
important to their districts.
Critics say that the Legislature does not meet regularly
or long enough to debate
and vote in public view on
the thousands of pieces of
legislation that have been

filed. They note that the
infrequency and brief length
of sessions are misguided
and lead to irresponsible
late-night sessions and a
mad rush to act on dozens
of bills in the days immediately preceding the end of
an annual session.
During the week of January 3-7, the House met for a
total of 34 minutes and the
Senate met for a total of 16
minutes..
Mon. Jan. 3 House 11:00
a.m. to 11:10 a.m.
Senate 11:08 a.m. to 11:16
a.m.
Tues. Jan. 4 No House session
No Senate session
Wed. Jan. 5 House 11:09
a.m. to 11:22 a.m.
Senate 11:10 a.m. to 11:12
a.m.
Thurs. Jan. 6 House 11:00
a.m. to 11:11 a.m.
Senate 11:13 a.m. to 11:19
a.m.
Fri. Jan. 7 No House session
No Senate session
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SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD REMEMBERING PAUL F. PAONE OF ROMA BAKERY
produced and distributed
authentic Italian bread
for local businesses and
walk-in customers alike.
He often repeated the
phrase, “No matter what
happens, people gotta
eat.” And, remembering disturbing images of
lengthy bread lines from
the Great Depression, he
regularly provided food
and other support to
PAONE, Paul F. Age 90,
people in need. A greof Lexington, formerly
garious personality, Paul
of Somerville, entered
loved to eat, drink, and
into rest on January 3,
speak his mind. More
2022. Born and raised in
Somerville by Italian im- than just about anything,
migrant parents, Salvatore he delighted in breaking
bread or raising a glass of
Cosmo Paone and Maria
Hennessy with those he
(Dinitto) Paone, Paul
loved. During his 61-year
learned the value of hard
career, Paul only took one
work from an early age.
leave from the bakery, to
At the age of 11, he began serve in the U.S. Army
during the Korean War.
working at Roma BakIn Korea as in his civilian
ing Co., near Union
life, he took great pride
Square, sweeping the
flour-covered floors. Paul and hard-won pleasure in
preparing food for others.
continued working at
He embraced the responRoma, eventually as its
sibility of serving soldiers
owner, for more than six
near the front lines, and
decades. He poured his
throughout the rest of his
heart, soul, energy, and
nearly every waking hour life, he loved to recount
stories about adventurous
into the bakery, which

MAKES THE
PERFECT
GIFT!

holiday meals with the
troops. Even amidst the
uncertainty and danger
of battle, “people gotta
eat”. Those left to cherish
Paul’s memory include his
devoted daughter, Linda
Paone Hirschberg and her
husband David; his loving
brother Danny Paone
and his wife Marie; his
dedicated son-in-law Joe
Larose; his close friend,
Gus Rego, who was like a
son to him, and his wife
Maria; many caring nieces and nephews, several
cherished godchildren,
countless friends, and the
treasured team of caregivers who enabled him to
enjoy his final years with
the relative independence
he so valued. Paul was
preceded in death by
his wife of more than 50
years, Betty (DeRosa), his
daughters, Maria Paone,
and Andrea Larose, and
his sisters, Theresa Fedele,
Emily Salvucci, and Mary
Paone. Funeral services
were held privately, due to
the current public health
crisis. In lieu of flowers, donations in Paul’s

Order Yours Today!

memory may be made to
Daughters of St. Paul, 50
Saint Pauls Ave, Jamaica
Plain, MA 02130 or to
MSPCA, http://www.
mspca.org. To leave a
message of condolence,
visit http://www.dellorusso.net Dello Russo Family
Funeral Homes MedfordWoburn
Published by Boston
Globe from Jan. 8 to Jan.
9, 2022.

TIKAL TAILORING & DRY CLEANING 70
BROADWAY SOMERVILLE (617)628-0847
CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
REBID IFB#21-75

purchasing@somervillema.gov for
more information or any questions
related to this bid.

The City of Somerville, through
the Purchasing Department, invites sealed bids for:

Thupten Chukhatsang
Procurement Analyst
617-625-6600, x3400
Somerville News Weekly
09/07/2021

Management of Catch Basin and
Sewer Grit Material
An Invitation for Bids may be
obtained online at
http://www.somervillema.gov/
departments/finance/purchasing/
bids or from the City of
Somerville’s BidExpress landing
page https://www.bidexpress.com/
businesses/33100/home on or
after: Tuesday, September 7, 2021.
Sealed bids will be received at the
Purchasing Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or
via Bid Express until: 1:00pm on
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
The City of Somerville reserves the
right to reject any or all bids if the
City determines that
cancellation or rejection serves the
best interests of the City.
Prevailing wage rates apply.
Please contact Thupten Chukhatsang at tchukhatsang@somervillema.gov or
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STATE AND GOVERNOR APPROVE $200 Million
For Local Roads And Bridges
Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen
The House 160-0, Senate
40-0, approved and Governor Baker signed into law a
bill that includes authorizing
$200 million in one-time
funding for the maintenance
and repair of local roads and
bridges in cities and towns
across the state. The $350

million package, a bond
bill under which the funding would be borrowed by
the state through the sale of
bonds, also includes $150
million to pay for bus lanes,
improvement of public transit, electric vehicles and other
state transportation projects.
“When building a better nor-

mal post-pandemic, investment in transportation infrastructure is crucial,” said Sen.
Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville).
“Our communities should
feel that their infrastructure
is reliable and making it
easier for them to go back to
their normal activities.”
This legislation recognizes
that in addition to the back-

log of local roads in need
of repair, there is an unmet
need for local projects that
benefit all modes of transportation,” said Rep. Bill
Straus (D-Mattapoisett),
House chair of the Committee on Transportation. “And
I am pleased that the Legislature was able to provide
municipal assistance for road

work and expanded funding for towns and cities to
advance public transit and
reduce congestion.”
(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Rep. Christine Barber Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes Rep.
Erika Uyterhoeven Yes Sen.
Patricia Jehlen Yes

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville

Join us to watch your favorite sports at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville daily for all
your breakfast, lunch and dinner favorites.

SUPERIOR AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING (617) 257-6394
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Great Hill Dental Partners Somerville (617)631-9042

GREAT HILL DENTAL SOMERVILLE

(617) 631-9042 | GREATHILLDENTAL.COM
Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group

HELP WANTED

Somerville Blessing Boxes are located at Union Square
Plaza and Statue Park Davis Square
Give what you can, Take what you need
Check us out Somerville Blessing Boxes on Facebook
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of donations that have been
coming in of much needed supplies of foods, hygienic
items and warm clothing from the generous people of
Somerville is overwhelming.
Its up to all of us to help when we can to make a difference in the lives of others especially in those of the

homeless and less fortunate.
A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” Facebook page has been
established keep everyone updated on donations and
the Blessing Boxes inventory status. Please feel free the
join the page and follow all the good that is being done
everyday by the good people of Somerville.
One blessing box is located at Statue Park in Davis
Square and the other is located at Union Square, Plaza
in Union Square.
“Give what you can, Take what you need.”
Much thanks and appreciation,

Frank Santangelo

Good Gas Somerville Seeking auto technician with great
work ethics for a repair shop in Somerville!
Ability to perform general auto repairs on most cars & vehicle
inspections. Starting pay is based on experience, qualifications and MA inspection license is a plus! For more information please contact Rafael or Edwin at 6177760590
Monday through friday 8am-5pm

Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!
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Here’s this Week’s Somervillen/Medford Voice Topic of the Week Choice and You Decide!

Send Us Your Somervillen/Medford Voice
Topic of the Week to: Wmtauro@bostonnewsgroup.com
Somerville/Medford News Weekly Speak Up Line

CONGRATULATIONS TO MEDFORD PD’S LT. VINCENT DISTEFANO
AND SGT DAVID BUONO ON THEIR RETIREMENTS

Congratulations to Lt. Vincent Distefano and Sgt David Buono who worked their last tours of duty today. Both Lt. Distefano and Sgt. Buono
came on together 35 years ago and it is bittersweet that they both finish out their outstanding careers on the same day.
Thank you, Lieutenant and Sergeant. Good luck in your retirement and enjoy! It is well deserved. #medfordpolice #retirement #lastshift #bittersweet #enjoy #nextchapter #deserved #family

THE COMMONS LUXURY RENTAL UNITS (617)819-4462
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS 434 MCGRATH HIGHWAY SOMERVILLE

GREAT HILL DENTAL SOMERVILLE

(617) 631-9042 | GREATHILLDENTAL.COM
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SATURDAYS AT THE SOMERVILLE WINTER FARMERS MARKET!
Saturdays • Dec 4 – April
16 • 9:30am-1:30pm •
9:30-10am Seniors & Immunocompromised • 191
Highland Ave
*No Market December
25th or January 1st
Brought to you by The
Center for Arts at the
Armory
Follow us on Facebook &
Instagram
Successful Opening Day
& Market Flow Changes
We’d like to thank our

community for making
our opening day such a
success! Thank you for all
your support and encouragement. Based on some
feedback, we are instituting two changes to the
structure of the market:
1) The first thirty minutes
of the market, from 9:3010am, will be reserved for
seniors & immunocompromised folks for the
remainder of the season.
2) The entrance/exit to
the market will be re-

versed. Please enter the
mezzanine area first
(elevator and stairs available) and exit downstairs
through the Main Hall.
We continue to invite
your feedback! Please
share any questions, concerns, or encouragements
to any of our market staff
or volunteers wearing a
black & white “STAFF”
t-shirt. For more information about the market,
please see our FAQ page
here.

GOODNATURE™ CAMBRIDGE FACT SHEET
GoodNature™, a program of
Seres Therapeutics, collects
stool (literally, poop) from
healthy individuals who are
referred to as donors.
Seres is a Cambridge, Massachusetts-based leading
microbiome therapeutics
platform company working to transform the lives
of patients worldwide with
revolutionary microbiome
therapeutics. Seres uses the
material GoodNature™ collects to develop SER-109, an
investigational microbiome
therapeutic for patients with
recurrent C. difficile infection.
The company recently
opened a new GoodNature™
facility at 267 Cambridge
St., Cambridge, MA.
GoodNature™ pays donors
in Cambridge up to $50
for every donation. Donors
typically donate three to
four times weekly for several
months. Donors can also
receive a bonus of $500, on
average, for donating at least
three times a week during
a donation period lasting
four to six weeks or longer.
Donors also complete oc-

casional medical screenings
including a physical exam
or blood draws. Donors
may continue participating as long as they remain
eligible. Some donors have
continued for nearly a year,
earning as much as $10,000
over their tenure.
People interested in becoming stool donors must first
complete the eligibility
questionnaire at goodnatureprogram.com. People
who pass the initial screening will take a phone screening. Those who pass will be
invited to the site to provide
stool donations. Only onsite donations are acceptable. People with questions
can call (844) IPOOP4U for
information.
Many donors, who are
healthy, commit to donating
because they know doing
so may help people who are
sick. Others are interested in
the evolution of microbiome
science and want to play a
small role in advancing the
field. Some personally know
people who have had C. difficile infection or other debilitating gut conditions and
are eager to do their part

and potentially help others
who have these conditions.
Many appreciate being able
to earn extra money by doing something they would
be doing anyway!
About C. diff
C. difficile infection, or C.
diff, is one of the most common healthcare-acquired
infections in the United
States. This infectious
disease can cause diarrhea
and severe colitis, which is
inflammation of the colon.
C. diff is difficult to treat
because it is exacerbated by
the antibiotics that, while
killing bacteria making a
person sick, also tend to
kill the “good” bacteria that
live in the gut, which allow
C. diff bacteria to flourish.
This makes recurrence more
likely. Yearly there are nearly
half a million cases of C.
diff across the nation, and
approximately 1 in 6 people
who are infected will get it
again in the subsequent 2-8
weeks.
C. diff can infect anyone,
including young people.
But people who are 65 or
older, have recently stayed

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES
COMMONWEALTH REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE
BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate
Winner of the 2018 Chairman’s Circle Diamond award,
representing the top 1/2 of the top 1% across the nation
Again in 2019, winner of President Circle Award
617-818-5736 patricia.ng@commonmoves.com
617-610-5382 Helen.Praysman@commonmoves.com

at a hospital or nursing
home, have a weakened immune system, or have had
a previous C. diff infection
or a known exposure to the
bacterium are most at risk.
C. diff infections can be life
threatening and are
responsible for the deaths

of more than 20,000 people in
the U.S. each year. These infections represent not only a dire
unmet need for patients, but
also an urgent problem for the
healthcare system due to the
significant associated financial
impact. Estimates put the associated healthcare burden at
about $5.4 billion.
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The Somerville/Medford News Weekly Favorite Birthday Photos

Happy Birthday to a number of Villens celebrating their birthdays this week in the Ville! Happy Birthday to Patrick Tauro, Francisco Cadral, Rosalia Fodera
Lodato, Karen Gallo, Joe Brum, Matt Basteri, David Foley, Robert D’Arcangelo, Maureen Fucile, Chris Adams, Richard Ferrari, Judy Taylor Barahona, Carlos
Melo, Ryan Coneeny, Richie Belew, Andrea Revilla, Karen Hodgdon, Tom Harris, David Scanzillo, Emily Rose LaCourse, Kathy Teixeira (Henkle), Joe Ciampa, Melinda D. LaCourse (Melinda D. Benevides), Brian Cooke, Margaret Maclean, Anna McGovern, Daniel Robertson, Christine O’neil, Lucy Nunes-Vieira,
Dan Sullivan, Patrick OHearn, Andy Kasparian, Cindy Dolson Linardy, Margaret Browne Berry Maclean, Eric Lampedecchio, Lisa Vitiello, Zhiqiang Strong
LU, Julie O’Neil, Joan Young, Hilary Mochi, Pat Dorant, S.J. Basile, Julie Tarpey DiPasquale, David Gibbons, Tammy Grasso Naugler, Valerie Mcadams (Valerie
Buscemi), Sarah Bento-Wesinger, Paul Goode (Cold Cas), Michael Butts, Jo Neary, Rich Bogosian, Kevin Obrien, Colleen Long, Nancy Rubin, Donald Johnson, Melissa Smith, John J Celli, James Ribeiro, John Alexander Green, Dana Cresta, Pamela McLean, Joe Consolo, Mario Maraia, Katie McDaid, Joe Ravesi,
Mary Ann Sinclair, Phil Tammaro, Domenic Fazio, Normand Desrochers III, Debbi Piazza, Robert Atherton (B A), Sou Phonyothy, David J. Koehn, Tony
Nunes, Jimmy DeFeo, Paul Tansino, Eileen May, Diana Palomino, Jill Mcd, Mrs O’Connor, Happy 90th Birthday to Natalie Harbinson Lamb and Happy 9th
Birthday to Madison!

JACK LISTER REALTOR® BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

The Somerville/Medford News
Weekly on the Run at
Vinny’s Superette

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02145
617-776-3311- Office * 617-438-2460 – Cell * 617-591-8332 -Fax
https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-Lister
Jack The Lister Call Jack and start to PACK

Stop in at Vinny’s Superette in Somerville
and pick up your free copy of the Somerville
News Weekly! And while you’re there try
some of the world’s best Italian food! While
you’re sitting back reading your Somerville
News Weekly for a few relaxing minutes the
good people of Vinny’s Superette will prepare a nice fresh homemade Italian meal to
satisfy your cravings within minutes! Check
them out at 76 Broadway, Somerville and tell
them we sent you!
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A TAVOLA RESTAURANT WINCHESTER DINING & TAKEOUT ORDERS: (781)729-1040
34 CHURCH STREET WINCHESTER

STEALING SOMERVILLE Death of an Urban City By William Tauro
A great read of a true Somerville story and soon to become a movie as well as a
collective item! A definite collector’s item. Order STEALING SOMERVILLE
Today at:www.Amazon.com
GREAT HILL DENTAL SOMERVILLE

(617) 631-9042

EXCHANGE STREET BISTRO MALDEN MASS
Exchange Street Bistro has maintained its place in the culinary scene as a true trendsetting gem,
delivering Boston atmosphere with neighborhood prices. Our menu covers a broad range of variety while staying up to date with the current trends. A state of the art kitchen and an experienced
staff
provide reasonably priced culinary treats that will exceed your expectations.
Whether you are celebrating a special occasion in our function room, getting together with
friends in our dining area, or sampling one of our 100 martinis or 60 bottles of wine from around
the world, the experience at Exchange Street Bistro is like no other.
67 Exchange Street Malden 02148
Make a reservation:(781)322-0071
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Pat’s Enterprises

Large Scale Development Opportunities
Apartment Rentals

Property Management & Business Development

(617)666-2300

(617)628-7501

Best Insurance Agency in Somerville 201`5

GREEN CAB AND YELLOW CAB OF
SOMERVILLE:GET THE APP TODAY!
Manage Your Entire Taxi Experience Through Our
Mobile App! Call Today (617)625-5000

For reservations go to:
http://services.taxihail.com/GreenYellowCab/
To GET THE APP please go to:
https://greenandyellowcab.com/

MILLENNIUM COMPANIES
DUMPSTER RENTALS
(781)395-1200 OR 1(800)793-3746
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CELIA, ARMY NURSE AND MOTHER REMEMBERED:A
NURSE FOR THE CENTURY BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN

Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9:00 am – 10:00 pm
9:00 am – 10:00 pm
9:00 am – 10:00 pm
9:00 am – 11:00 pm
9:00 am – 11:00 pm
9:00 am – 11:00 pm

SKYBRAZ STORE INCSOMERVILLE
@skybraz

Health/beauty · Business Service
(617) 623-3957
Hours 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM
415 Medford St (0.25 mi)
Somerville, MA, MA 02145

WE ARE HIRING PREMIERE
KITCHEN, WAITSTAFF, BARSTAFF
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PREMIERE ON BROADWAY SOMERVILLE’S #1 HOTSPOT

BERKSHIRE HOME SERVICES Home Services (781)248-2545

MILLENNIUM
COMPANIES
DUMPSTERS
781.395.1200

“Now Hiring Drivers”
We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40
hours, paid holidays and vacations.
Please apply in person 10AM-6PM
Mon-Fri MMPS 393 Mystic Ave, Medford,

AMANDAS FUEL OIL
*Ask about our 30 cent per gallon
Discount Program
*We Take On Fuel
Assistance Customers
*Ask about our 24 Hour Emergency Service
Programs
*Complete Sales, Service, And
Installations For Heating and A/C

781-396-4200
877-418-0589 Toll Free

Jerry’s Liquor Union Square
Somerville
“We Have It All”

