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DECEPTIVE ORDINANCE ACCEPTABLE TO 
THE SOMERVILLE ALDERMEN?

Join us for Brunch at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville every Sunday for all your 
breakfast and dinner favorites, raw bar, fresh fruits, omelettes station, danishes, muffins, 
carving station with roast sirloin, ham, turkey, also seafood newburg, pastries, desserts and 
more! Special $13.99 per person  Reg.$18.99     SAVE $5.00 with this ad!  Expires 5/13/2018

NEWS TALK OUT 
LOUD/SPEAK UP

pg  9

By William Tauro
It has been bubbling up for a few weeks and it is gaining a real head of steam now and the whistle is now blowing Somerville……there is 
talk of an intentional deception in the proposed Demolition Review Ordinance.                     Continued to page 37
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Newstalk Shout Out Weekly

Here’s Your Locations Where You Can Pick Up 
Your Copy of The Somerville News Weekly 

The Somerville News Weekly Print edition that comes out every Tuesday and can 
be found weekly in the bright red Somerville News boxes located at the follow-
ing locations across the Ville: Union Sq. Post Office, Dunkin Donuts Magoun Sq/
Dunkin Donuts Somerville Ave (across rink)/Dunkin Donuts Broadway at Mc-
Grath Hwy/ Dunkin Donuts Middlesex Ave, Dunkin Donuts Twin City Plaza, 
Clairton Hill Bus stop, Victor’s Deli & Ball Square Cafe in Ball Square, Winter Hill 
Post Office and Davis Square in  front of Mike’s Restaurant. The paper can also be 
found at all municipal buildings including Somerville City Hall, Traffic & Parking 
and all Council of Ageing Buildings, Casey’s Bar Broadway, All Winter Hill Banks, 
Nissenbaum’s Auto Parts, Cambridge Portugese Credit Union, Century Bank, 
Lotus Express, Brady Towers, Claidon Hill Apartments, Cobble Hill Apparetments, 
The Armory, Quick Mart Highland Ave, Somerville High, & Eleven next to Trum 
Field, 350 Foodmart, Jerrys Liquors, West 7 Bistro Broadway, Somerville Credit 
Union, The Arts at the Armory Highland Ave, Most Senior Apartment Buildings, 
Somerville Police Station, Wedgewood Crane & Connolly Ins Agency Davis Square, 
Leone’s Pizza on Broadway,  Angelina’s Sub Shop on Holland Street, Vinnie’s Su-
perette on Broadway ,Cambridge Mobile Sound 234 Monsignor O’Brien Highway, 
Somerville Computers, Vinnie’s Superette, Broadway Sunoco, MT Pleasant Apts 
70 Perkins St,Sovereign Bank Broadway, Properzi Manor 13-25 Warren Avenue. 
Properzi Manor, Winter Hill Bakery, 240 Pearl Street Apartments, Mount Pleas-
ant Apartments 70 Perkins Street, Joe’s Liquor Store on Broadway ,Dunkin Donuts 
Powderhouse, Joe’s liquor store Broadway, Santandare Bank Broadway, Somerville 
Public Library Broadway, Woodys Liquors Broadway, Hair by Christene Highland Ave, 
the Italian Sausage Wizard located down at Assembly Square and in just about 
every little store in and around the Ville! If you want your store location to be listed 
here as well on where to find The Somerville News Weekly, simply just call Billy 
Tauro at (617)293-2016 or email him at  Wmtauro@Bostonnewsgroup.com and we 
will  add you to our ever growing popular list of pick-up-locations across the Ville.

____________________________________________________

Here’s Your Weekly Dosage of 
Newstalk Shout Out Loud

Continued to page 9
__________________________________

Thank You Somerville for Making 
The Somerville News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

Local Somerville News!

The Somerville News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY 

TUESDAY”
Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143

Physical Walk-in Address by appointment only: 86 Joy Street Office #7, 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsco@aol.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Publisher- William Tauro 
Co-Publisher- Marisa Tauro
Co-Publisher-James Norton

Co-Publisher-Frank Santangelo
Managing Editor/Distribution Manager- Patrick Tauro

Advertising Director- Lisamarie Tauro
Marketing Director-Marco Mariano

Advertise Your “LEGAL NOTICES” With
Us by calling (617)293-2016

GET READY FOR THE SOMERVILLE 
NEWS WEEKLY‘S “SPEAKUP LINE 

ROUND TABLE” WITH BILLY TAURO 
(857)770-TALK

Advertise With Us Today with Full Color 
Ads for Pennies-a-Day! 
Be Billed & Pay Later!

Feel Free to “Tell It Like It Is” on our Weekly Broadcast 
It’s Free, It’s Effective and It’s Right To The Point!

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com
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Thank You Somerville for Making 
Somerville News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!

The Somerville News Weekly is a local news publication that keeps you up to date 
on what’s going on in and around Somerville that’s viewed by thousands of our daily 
readers!
Please visit our web site: Thesomervillenewsweekly.com and feel free to post your 
opinions & comments live for the world to see on our interactive web blog section.
Also check out our statewide home page that covers over seventy cities and towns in 
Massachusetts at BostonNewsGroup.com where you can link to a unique blend of 
current local, state, national and world news as it happens. We’re working very hard 
around the clock to keep you up to date with your local news!
Also please feel free to send us your cell phone photos of local news, local school 
sports, snow & storm snapshots, interesting, photos & news stories for us to post 
online for the world to see with thousands of hits daily.
If you would like to write news stories for us as a college internship, have it posted and 
receive college credits, we welcome you to please contact us as well.

Now With Over 16,000 Plus Facebook Likes!
Thank You Somerville For Making Somerville News Weekly Your #1 Local News Source!

NAVEO CREDIT UNION OFFERS 
ASSISTANCE TO ELIGIBLE HOMEBUYERS 

THROUGH FHLB EQUITY BUILDER 
PROGRAM

(Somerville, MA) Naveo Credit Union has been selected to participate in the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston’s Equity Builder Program (EBP). The EBP 
offers grants to provide assistance with down payments and closing costs eligible 
individuals purchasing their first home.

The EBP program grants up to $11,000 to eligible buyers on a first-come, first-
served basis. In addition, Naveo will pay for the first $375 in costs toward an 
appraisal for the property being purchased. In order to qualify, eligible buyers 
must have household incomes at or below 80 percent of HUD area median 
income based on property location. Buyers must also complete a homebuyer 
counseling program. Enrollment in the program begins March 23, 2016.

“The Equity Builder Program, combined with the $375 appraisal credit and 
today’s low interest rates, will enable many prospective home buyers to make the 
jump from renting to owning their own homes. Buying their first home is often 
a milestone event for individuals and families in their journey toward financial 
progress. We at Naveo are very pleased to partner with our members in realizing 
their dream of owning their own home,” commented Albert Pinho, Vice Presi-
dent of Lending at Naveo Credit Union.

For more information on taking advantage of this program, visit naveo.org/ebp.

LIFEWORKS CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Nick Penzarella

278 Elm Street Somerville, MA

(215)859-0761

Truthpoint33@gmail.com

YOUR INVITED TO 
THE SOMERVILLE LIONS CLUB 
An Evening of Spirtitual Readings

Somerville residents, If you or someone you know is in an abusive relationship 
or have been the victim of a Sexual Assault, please contact our Family Services 
Bureau. We have an in-house victim/witness advocate who is here to help and 
answer any questions you may have to keep you and your family safe. #stopdo-
mesticviolence

SOMERVILLE POLICE
WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?
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                  The Somerville News Weekly

Somerville Police Arrest Log / REAL LIFE POLICE STORIES!

04/09/2018 11:20:07

34R NORTH ST
DAMELIO , ANGELINA
34B NORTH SOMERVILLE MA
WITNESS, INTIMIDATE C268 S13,B
BODY, DISINTER c272 S71

04/11/2018 12:12:42
145 BROADWAY
COLON , ZACHARY
5 WEST ST OLD TOWN ME
A&B c265 S13A
VCO POSSESSION OF DANGEROUS WE
ROBBERY, ARMED c265 s17

04/11/2018 17:38:59

BROADWAY
ESCOBAR , JAMAL
99 DARTMOUTH ST. EVERETT MA
DISORDERLY CONDUCT c272 S53
THREAT TO COMMIT CRIME c275 S2

04/13/2018 16:49:18

35 MEMORIAL RD
ESCOBAR , JAMAL
99 DARTMOUTH ST. EVERETT MA
TRESPASS c266 S120

04/15/2018 10:14:47

379 ALEWIFE BROOK PKWY
SMITH , RICHARD
65 ARIZONA TERR ARLINGTON MA
THREAT TO COMMIT CRIME c275 S2
A&B c265 S13A

04/17/2018 04:44:53

23 ALSTON ST
SANTANA , GABRIEL
8 COLUMBIA ROAD DORCHESTER MA
SPEEDING c90 S17
MARKED LANES VIOLATION c89 S4A
RECKLESS OPERATION OF MOTOR VE
UNLICENSED OPERATION OF MV c90

04/18/2018 10:14:50

77 MIDDLESEX AV
RIVERA , WILFREDO
291 EUSTIS STREET BOSTON MA
BREAK INTO DEPOSITORY c266 S16
LARCENY OVER $250 c266 S30
REMOVAL OF THEFT DETECTION DEV

04/18/2018 15:01:06

15 MEMORIAL RD
MENDES , RONNIE
99 DARTMOUTH ST 99 EVERETT MA
OUI LIQUOR c90 S24
NEGLIGENT OPERATION OF MOTOR V
REGISTRATION SUSPENDED, OP MV
INSPECTION/STICKER, NO c90 S20

04/19/2018 00:51:47

SKILTON AV
JULCE , STANLEY
20 MELVIN ST SOMERVILLE MA
MOTOR VEH, RECEIVE STOLEN c266

04/20/2018 16:41:09

30 WASHINGTON ST
SILLICE , PIERRE
930 PARKER ST JAMAICA PLAIN MA
IDENTITY FRAUD

VCO POSSESSION OF DANGEROUS WE
CREDIT CARD, POSSESS BLANK c26
CREDIT CARD, FORGE OR UTTER FO
CREDIT CARD, POSSESS COUNTERFE
RMV DOCUMENT, FORGE/MISUSE c90
UTTER FALSE INSTRUMENT c267 S5
LARCENY OVER $250 c266 S30

04/22/2018 22:39:23

281 MEDFORD ST
ORELLANA , DANIEL
144 CONGRESS AVE CHELSEA MA
OUI LIQUOR c90 S24

RONNIE MENDES (OUI 
LIQUOR, NEGL. MV OP, OP 
MV W/SUSP REG.)

On, 04/18/2018, while assigned to marked 
unit East-4, I was on routine patrol at a red-
light near the intersection of Temple Street 
and Mystic Ave, both public ways in the city 
of Somerville. I randomly queried a vehicle 
that passed by me, MA REG xxxx, a gray 
Honda, on the mobile data terminal in my 
department issued vehicle. CJIS was showing 
the vehicle to have a suspended registration. 
I performed a U-turn and reversed direction 
on Temple Street. I could see the vehicle 
driving backwards away from Memorial 
Road and then drive down Memorial Road. 
I activated my blue emergency lights and 
siren, signaling the vehicle to pull over. The 
vehicle pulled over in front of 1x Memorial 
Road. I called the vehicle stop into dispatch, 
requested another unit, and to confirm 
the suspended status on the registration. 
East-1 (Officer Schneider) was dispatched 
as backup. Unit-93 (Chief Mead) also re-
sponded as he was in the area. I approached 
the vehicle and requested the license and 
registration of the operator who was also the 
registered owner, Mr. Ronnie Mendes. Mr. 
Mendes informed me he couldn’t find his li-
cense and provided me with the registration. 
I then explained to him that the vehicles 
registration was suspended. I requested a 
tow from Sierra-8 (Sergeant Holland) and it 
was approved.
At this time I attempted to explain to Mr. 
Mendes that the vehicle could not be driven 
and it would be towed. Chief Mead then 
asked a woman (Later found to be Mr. 
Mendes’ mother) to step back, as she was 
coming up from my blind side. Mr. Mendes 
became irate at this and began yelling at 
Chief Mead. Mr. Mendes exited the vehicle 
and being in closer proximity to him I could 
detect an odor of alcohol coming from his 
breath, noticed his walking to be unsteady. 
He also looked directly at me for the first 
time and I noticed his eyes to be red and 
glossy. Mr. Mendes’ speech was also slowed 
comparatively to what one would expect 
from someone, and he was slurring his 
words. Mr. Mendes continued to berate 
Chief Mead and I was able to calm him 
down. I explained to Mr. Mendes due to 
his speech and his body language I wanted 
him to perform some field sobriety tests. He 
complied. Mr. Mendes was lead up to the 
sidewalk where it was flat and dry.
The first test I administered was the 
Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus Test. All the 
instructions for the tests I performed were 
read from a booklet issued to me in the Low-
ell Police Academy from the Massachusetts 
Police Training Committee. I will provide a 

copy of the instructions with this report and 
also submit it with my evidence packet.
I asked Mr. Mendes if he was wearing con-
tacts or wore glasses. He said no to both.
I explained to Mr. Mendes to follow the tip 
of my finger and to focus only on the tip 
of my finger, I also explained to him not to 
move his head and to only follow with his 
eyes. He stated that he understood.
Upon performing the test Mr. Mendes 
showed no resting nystagmus.
Mr. Mendes showed lack of smooth pursuit 
in both eyes
Mr. Mendes Showed distinct and sustained 
nystagmus at maximum deviation

Mr. Mendes showed onset of nystagmus 
prior to 45 degrees in both eyes.
The next test I administered was the One 
Leg stand.
I explained the test to Mr. Mendes, again 
reading from the instructions booklet. I also 
asked Mr. Mendes if he had any injuries. Mr. 
Mendes stated at first that he had injuries 
to both of his knees and that the test was 
impossible. Officer Schneider asked him to 
explain the injuries and he stated that his 
right leg had once been injured so his left 
leg was his dominant leg. It took several 
times to explain to Mr. Mendes that he could 
use either leg and that the leg he used was 
his choice. Mr. Mendes was finally able to 
understand what we were explaining and 
he performed the test. Mr. Mendes several 
times had to use his arms for balance, but 
otherwise performed well.
The last test I administered was the walk and 
turn test.
I requested that Mr. Mendes keep his hands 
by his sides and explained the test to him. 
I explained that he would be walking a 
straight line and since we did not have a 
marked line on the side walk, he should 
imagine one. I explained to Mr. Mendes to 
place his left foot on the imaginary line and 
put his right foot in front of it, keeping his 
right heel touching his left toe. I explained 
to Mr. Mendes how he was to perform the 
test, taking 9 heel-to-toe steps, turning, 
and taking 9 heel-to-toe steps again. I then 
demonstrated to Mr. Mendes. I asked if he 
understood and he said he did. Mr. Mendes 
began the test and performed as follows:
Mr. Mendes stumbled off the line twice on 
the initial walk.
Was unable to maintain heel-to-toe steps
Took 11 steps instead of 9
Performed the turn as instructed
Stumbled off the line twice more
I then requested Mr. Mendes to recite the 
alphabet from letter “C” to “P” Mr. Mendes 
repeated what I said twice and then per-
formed as requested.
I asked Mr. Mendes when the last time he 
drank was and he stated he had not been 
drinking. I explained to Mr. Mendes that I 
could smell it on him and he stated that he 
had consumed one beer approximately 30 
minutes prior to our interaction.
Due to Mr. Mendes’ performance on the 
test’s I informed him he was under arrest 
and to place his hands behind his back. I 
handcuffed Mr. Mendes (DL) and Officer 
Schneider requested Unit-200, the prisoner 
transport vehicle.
Mr. Mendes was transported to the Somer-
ville Police Department in the prisoner 
transport vehicle by Officer Buswell and 
booked in the usual manner by Lieutenant 
Digregorio. Mr. Mendes was offered to take a 
breathalyzer and refused.

Mr. Mendes was issued the notice of suspen-
sion of his license.
Mr. Mendes was ultimately charged with 
OUI liquor, Operation of a MV after suspen-
sion of registration and Negligent Operation 
of a motor vehicle.
He was issued MA uniform Citation 
T0403780 for the above offenses and will 
be mailed a separate citation for an expired 
inspection sticker.
Two plates for the vehicle were confiscated.
All pertinent paper work will be scanned for 
safe keeping and submitted to evidence.

Respectfully submitted,
Officer Christopher Fusco #328

WILFREDO RIVERA (LAR-
CENY OVER, REMOVAL OF 
THEFT DETECTION DE-
VICE)

On 4/18/2018, I (Officer Devin Schnei-
der) was in full uniform while assigned to 
marked cruiser East-1 during the 8pm-4pm 
shift. At approximately 10:14am I responded 
to xxxx, located at xx Middlesex Avenue, for 
a report of a shoplifter. The reporting party, 
xxxx Loss Prevention Officer (LPO) XXXX, 
informed me that a male in his store was 
attempting to pry open a “spinner” jewelry 
case.
I arrived on scene a short time later. I re-
ceived an update from LPO XXXX that the 
suspect had concealed jewelry, and was mak-
ing his way towards the exit of the store. As 
the suspect exited the store, I observed LPO 
XXXX attempting to stop the suspect, who 
was being uncooperative. I approached the 
suspect and ordered him to stop. The suspect 
complied and I placed him into the escort 
position, then escorted him back to the Loss 
Prevention Office. Officer Joe Rivera (East-
3) and Sergeant Mike McCarey arrived on 
scene a short time later as backup.
The suspect did not have a photo identifica-
tion, and identified himself as Wilfredo 
Rivera. A search of Rivera revealed 10 watch 
sets (boxed set with a watch and a pendant) 
in his backpack, and 7 pairs of earrings in 
the front pocket of his hooded sweatshirt. 
Additionally, a folding box cutter style knife 
was found in the front pocked of his hooded 
sweatshirt.
I reviewed xxxx’s video surveillance video 
footage, where I observed the following:
Rivera attempts to break into the locked 
Plexiglass jewelry case with the knife found 
on his person. Rivera then appears to suc-
cessfully defeat the locked case, and conceals 
several boxes of the earrings contained 
inside. Rivera then makes his way over to 
the open watch display, where he can be seen 
tampering with the watches just outside to 
the camera’s view. Rivera then conceals sev-
eral watches in his backpack, before making 
his way towards the store exit. Rivera then 
exits the store, making no attempt to pay for 
the concealed merchandise.
LPO XXXX provided me with a store receipt 
for the combined value of the watches and 
earrings, totaling $1357.83. Upon inspection 
of the watch sets, I observed that 9 of the 
10 watch boxes have had the adhesive theft 
detection devices ripped off, leaving a tear 
mark on each of the 9 boxes. An inspection 
of the jewelry spinner case revealed that 
Rivera had cracked off a long portion of the 

Plexiglass to access the contents.
I placed Rivera under arrest in a manner 
consistent with my training, double locking 
the handcuffs. Rivera was transported back 
to the station in prisoner transport unit 200, 
operated by Officer Roger Desrochers. At 
the police station, Rivera was booked by the 
Commanding Officer: Lt. Sean Sheehan. I 
will be filing the following criminal charges 
against Wilfredo Rivera:
-Ch. 266 / S. 16: Break into Depository
-Ch. 266 / S. 30: Larceny Over $250
-Ch. 266 / S. 30B: Removal of a Theft Detec-
tion Device
Digital photos of the merchandise, receipt, 
jewelry case, and the bottom of the 9 watch 
boxes where the theft detection devices have 
been ripped off will be digitally attached to 
this report. A digital CD copy of the store 
surveillance video, and the box cutter knife 
will be entered into evidence.

Respectfully submitted,
Officer Devin Schneider

Badge #295

REAL LIFE SOMERVILLE 
POLICE STORIES: DANIEL 
ORELLANA (OUI LIQUOR)

I, Sergeant Michael McCarey, report the 
following summary of events based on direct 
and indirect interview with the persons 
named.
On Sunday, April 22, 2018, I, Sergeant Mc-
Carey, was in full-uniform and assigned to 
marked patrol cruiser unit #789, overseeing 
east Somerville as patrol supervisor for the 
Somerville Police Department. At approxi-
mately10:39 PM, I was stopped at the traffic 
light on Medford St eastbound, at Walnut 
Street. Both are public ways in the city of 
Somerville. In front of me was a Red Dodge 
Caravan bearing MA Reg # xxxx. The traffic 
light turned green and approximately 3 or 
4 seconds went by without the van moving. 
Through the rear window of the van I could 
see a cell phone, with a navigation applica-
tion open, in the hand of the operator. I then 
activated my blue lights and siren to initiate 
a stop for impeded operation of a MV. The 
MV came to rest across from 2xx Medford 
Street. I preached the MV and began to 
explain to the operator, Daniel B Orellana 
(DOB xxxx Sxxxx), why I had pulled him 
over. During this conversation I could detect 
an odor of an alcoholic beverage. Mr. Orel-
lana had glassy eyes and had trouble forming 
his answers and enunciating his words. I 
should note that Mr. Orellana’s native lan-
guage is not English. This was taken into ac-
count while speaking with him. His English 
is good, and did not appear to contribute to 
his slurred speech. Officers Ruf and C. Fusco 
were dispatched to back me up.
I asked Mr. Orellana to step out of the MV 
so I could perform some tests to determine 
his suitability to drive. At this time the car 
lurched forward about 5 feet, I reached 
across Mr. Orellana into the center console, 
threw the MV into park, turned the MV off 
and removed the Keys. When Mr. Orellana 
exited the MV he was very unsteady in his 
feet. So much so that I had to assist him to 
the sidewalk. Mr. Orellana explained to 

News Photos
Birthdays
Anniversaries
Selfies
Sports
Pet

News
Action
School
Sprots
Cutest babies
Storm
Beach
Photos to share with the world on our new 
sites and well as in our print editions!
Send all photos to Wmtauro@bostonnews-
group.com

Continued to page 7

Send us All Your Somerville News Weekly Breaking News Photos & Favorite Photos of the Week!

SOMERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT WEEKLY ARREST LOG  4/9/18 – 4/22/18
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Superior Air Conditioning
 

Office (617)625-0386  Cell (617)257-6394 Dave Sidoti

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:ARTICLES ON PROPOSED 
DEMOLITION REVIEW ORDINANCE FROM CITY OF SOMERVILLE

REPLY TO LETTER TO THE EDITOR: REGARDING PUBLISHED MISINFORMATION REGARDING 
DEMOLITION REVIEW/MR. BINGHAM’S LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ALDERMAN

Thank you Mark (cc All Alder-
man, Goran Smiljic, Building 
Inspectors, The Somerville News 
Weekly, and Zone Smart Somer-
ville, Attorney Joel Rosen, Attor-
ney Dave Shapiro ),
Mr. Bingham’s letter to the Board 
of Alderman (in the email below) 
is fascinating.  It makes entirely 
false statements about the pro-
posed demolition review ordi-
nance (I can easily refute them).
Allow me to focus the conversa-
tion on just one of Mr. Bingham’s 
many False Statements:
Mr. Bingham States in his very 
first point
“a.) The ordinance is only about 
demolition of historic structures, 
not about development. The 
commission has no purview over 
what can be constructed on a site 
post demolition. Development 
falls under zoning, not historic 

preservation. “
Alderman….is his statement cor-
rect?  It is not!  Because he wrote 
the words “only about demoli-
tion.”   That means that an owner 
ONLY obtained a “DEMOLITION 
PERMIT.”
This new proposal has new 
KILLER terms:  “Partial” Demoli-
tion and “Serial” Demolition…
and they SHOCKINGLY have 
nothing to do with a demolition 
permit!  They do not even require 
a demolition permit!
PARTIAL DEMOLITION:  Is what 
every building permit does dur-
ing construction of say…..a new 
roof…new siding….a dormer….a 
rear addition (some PARTIAL 
DEMOLITION occurs as part of 
everybuilding permit).
SERIAL DEMOLITION:  Is 
the sum of all building permits’ 
“partial demolitions” over the span 

of the last 5 years.  If they sum to 
25% of the building SURFACE, 
you are under historic preserva-
tion control.  That could be simply 
changing your roof shingles one 
year, maybe adding a dormer at 
the same time, and then wanting 
to repair your rotting porch the 
next year……only to find out you 
hit 25%….and now you have to go 
to historic for a by-right building 
permit….that is NOT DEMOLI-
TION.
So actually, Partial and Serial 
Demolition are now controlling 
Building Permits!  This can delay 
building permits for up to 24 
months!?  It is a 30 day by-right 
permit!
We have therefore changed the 
definition of DEMOLITION…..
and made it CONSTRUCTION….
and this is deceptive.  Perhaps Mr. 
Bingham even deceived himself 

into believing it is “only about 
demolition”  as he called it.
So the question to the board is:
1.  Do you feel that Mr. Binghams 
letter is honest…..is it “only about 
demolition”
2.  Or do you instead recognize 
that the term “Partial Demoli-
tion” actually does not require a 
demolition permit, and is actually 
under a construction permit……
therefore it is NOT “only about 
demolition”….it  also controls by 
right CONSTRUCTION.
3.  Shouldn’t the Historic Commis-
sion simply identify historic prop-
erties, and protect them…..instead 
of making everyone wonder what 
the “mood” of the historic officer 
is?  Wondering what their real 
property rights are?
For your convenience, I have 
attached the proposed ordinance 
definitions for partial and serial 

definition to this email.
Goran and the other building 
inspectors will LOVE IT when 
they have to start figuring out 
if they can issue a “by-right” 
building permit by calculating 
if 25% surface changes occurred 
over 5 years….Was that 24.9% 
or 25% Goran?  What nonsense 
that would be for ISD.  And then 
people will just not do work on 
their houses or sneak the work 
in….it is over-regulation….it is 
out of control….the zoning code 
is all that should control for by 
right building permits on houses 
that have not been pre-determined 
to be Historic.. So please Alder-
man. when can we have our ward 
meetings on this?  Again….we will 
publish your answers on Tuesday 
in the Somerville News Weekly.           

  Regards, Mouhab Z. Rizkallah

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: AFFORDABLE HOUSING SOMERVILLE

I would like to take the opportunity 
to clarify and correct some recent 
assertions made regarding the draft 
demolition review ordinance. The new 
draft has been the subject of many 
revisions over several years to replace 
the confusing and inadequate current 
ordinance. The intent of the revision is 
to clarify the language and make it less 
confusing while bringing it alongside 
the context of ‘SomerVision’.
The city planning department, in 
concert with the commission have 
had 3 public meetings which were 
advertised and run by the city on the 
draft demolition review ordinance 
already. The draft ordinance has also 
come before the legislative matters 
committee on two occasions and has 
been well aired and discussed with 
suggestions being included into the 
current draft. The city presentations to 
the public included slide presentations 
and a feedback mechanism and were 
professionally executed.
To address specific concerns articu-
lated in the press.
a) The ordinance is only about demoli-
tion of historic structures, not about 
development. The commission has no 
purview over what can be constructed 
on a site post demolition. Develop-
ment falls under zoning, not historic 
preservation.
b) The commission has no desire to 
place the city in a time capsule and 

make it one big historic district. The 
charter is to preserve the architectural 
and cultural history of the city where 
possible. Most of the demolition sub-
missions presented to the commission 
go to demolition as the structures have 
little historic merit.
c) Demolition of 25% or more of a 
structure according to the draft ordi-
nance is to ensure that any demolition 
is not detrimental to the architectural 
heritage and that buildings are not 
demolished under a creeping serial 
demolition, which we see in some in-
stances in order to avoid the ordinance. 
That an application comes before the 
commission does not mean it would be 
help up but would be considered and 
the applicant advised.
d) The draft ordinance will not create 
a ‘city wide’ historic district. Historic 
Districts are designated as such and are 
not subject to demolition. Therefore 
they are not included in this ordinance.
e) The new draft ordinance does stipu-
late that any structure over 75 years 
of age that is subject of a proposed 
demolition is to come before the com-
mission for review. This is an extension 
of the current time frame which is cur-
rently set at 50 years. The city and the 
commission both feel that this period 
could be extended without imperiling 
historic structures.
f) The new ordinance will extend the 
delay period to 24 months from 9 

months. The city and the commission 
have found that the 9 month period is 
inadequate in many instances where a 
new buyer need be found or the struc-
ture is to be moved. Some developers 
have stated at public meetings that they 
don’t care and will just “wait out the 
delay period of 9 months and then raze 
the structure anyway’. The extension of 
time will assist in directing develop-
ers to properties that are suitable for 
demolition. Originally the draft set out 
36 months but after the public meet-
ings it was reduced to 24 months. Note 
that this is the maximum delay period, 
not a mandatory delay period for every 
application.
g) The new ordinance contains a new 
provision to accelerate and reduce 
the delay period. This was not part of 
the current ordinance and is seen as a 
vehicle to facilitate a faster response to 
demolition where appropriate. Where 
an application can be fast tracked, this 
mechanism will enable this to happen.
h) The new draft ordinance does 
not steal any zoning rights from any 
landowner. It has no relevance to the 
zoning rights of landowners, it is not 
a zoning issue and zoning is under a 
separate ordinance.
i) The Commission does not tell prop-
erty owners what they can or cannot 
do, unless the property is a designated 
Local Historic District where the com-
mission has purview. In such instances 

the commission advises and collabo-
rates with property owners to reach 
mutually agreeable outcomes. It should 
also be noted that the commission 
only has purview over what can been 
seen from the public way. There is no 
purview over other aspects of a local 
historic district designated structure.
j) The Historic Commission has identi-
fied many properties as historic and 
many in the city are already desig-
nated Local Historic Districts. These 
local historic districts are outside the 
current demolition review ordinance 
already and would remain so under the 
new ordinance. Many more properties 
are awaiting historic designation.
k) The Commission is comprised of 
a broad range of capable people that 
includes realtors, architects, business 
people, historic home owners, archi-
tectural historians and lawyers. Their 
deliberations and decisions are not 
dictated by the city except within city 
documented guidelines. They follow 
the recommendations and guidelines 
of the Secretary of the Interior for 
historic preservation. Commissioners 
are also subject to and must comply 
with the state open meeting laws and 
must qualify, and requalify, under the 
state ethics examination. This is to 
ensure a fair and equal treatment free 
of any corruption taint in a transparent 
setting.
The commission supports the city in 

the draft ordinance because it does 
clarify the language, reduces confusing 
‘interpretations’ and simplifies the 
process of demolition review. The draft 
has been under development for sev-
eral years and many city residents have 
contributed to it with their thoughts 
and recommendations.
By adopting the draft ordinance the 
city will enable development by clari-
fication of the language, simplifica-
tion of the process and a reduction in 
confusion resulting in time wasted by 
realtors, contractors and developers. It 
will further preservation and expedite 
development of sites recommended for 
redevelopment.
In the spirit of full disclosure it should 
also be known that:
a) I am a commissioner with the 
historic preservation commission and 
attended all the public meetings.
b) Dr Rizkallah is a developer in the 
city. He is the owner of an apartment 
building in Orchard Street (Chadwick) 
that is undergoing a total upmarket 
renovation following the displacement 
of its 24 low rent families last year. 
This building did not come before the 
commission.

Regards
Alan Bingham

To the editor,
‘The Somerville News Weekly’

Sir,
We are facing an attrition of af-
fordable housing in the city. The 
affordable housing inclusionary 
regulations only include new 
construction, not the renovation 

of existing multi-family complexes 
into ‘Luxury apartments”.

An example of this is the purchase 
last year of “The Chadwick” in 
Orchard St. Some 23 long term 
residents of this 4 story apartment 
building were told their rents 
would triple because the building 

was to be repackaged into Luxury 
units.

They were all displaced the build-
ing was gutted and is being rebuilt. 
With the discussion on a transfer 
fee to help affordable housing be-
ing discussed we are seeing a loss 
as existing affordable buildings get 

‘redeveloped’ into expensive hous-
ing. A simple and obvious answer 
is to include renovated multi-unit 
buildings in the ‘affordable’ inclu-
sion to protect affordable renters 
from rapacious developers.
Alan Bingham
Day St
Somerville
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Mount Vernon 
Restaurant & Pub

14 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 666-3830

    Hours: Sun-Mon 8:00 am – 10:00 pm

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Tel (617)666-5692
Tel (617)666-0448

Email:
Somercom@hotmail.com

________________________________

Consertos
Upgrades
Network

Computadores
Sob Medida
Para Voce

Somerville Computers
238 Somerville Ave

Somerville MA 02143
Sales & Service New and Used

Computers Repaired PC’s and Mac’s

THE SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY’S SPECIAL PERSON OF THE WEEK 
MIKE CAPUANO

Meet this week’s “Special Person of the Week: MIKE CAPUANO

Michael Everett “Mike” Capuano born January 9, 1952 is a very well liked and respected politician who serves as the U.S. Representative for Mas-
sachusetts’s 7th congressional district. A member of the Democratic Party, his district includes the northern three-fourths of Boston, as well as 

Somerville and Cambridge. Prior to being elected to Congress he served as an Alderman and later Mayor of Somerville.

He was born and raised in Somerville, and after graduating from Dartmouth College and Boston College Law School, he worked as an attorney 
and Somerville alderman. After losing two elections for Mayor in 1979 and 1981, he went to work as legal counsel for the Massachusetts General 

Court. He ran for a Mayor a third time in 1989 and won, serving from 1990 to 1999.

In 1998 he navigated a crowded Democratic primary to replace Joseph Kennedy II in Congress and has since been re-elected six times. He repre-
sented the state’s 8th district until it was redrawn in 2013 into the 7th district. In Congress he is a staunch liberal and member of the Congressional 

Progressive Caucus.

Mike Capuano always has and always will have our backs covered in Somerville. Mike loves Somerville and he never forgot where he came from as 
well as for all his constituents here in the city!

We here at the Somerville News Weekly salute you for everything that you do to make Somerville a better place.

Congratulations!
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Real Life Somerville Police Stories 

Read Us Online at: www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

Continued from page 4

me that he had trouble with his right 
knee and leg from an accident and had 
trouble balancing.
The first test I administered was the 
Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus test or 
HGN. This test detects the involuntary 
jerking of the eyes and lack of smooth 
pursuit, that occurs when the test 
subject is intoxicated. The subject is 
instructed to follow the tip of a stimulus 
while moving only his eyes. Nystagmus 
is observed while the eyes are tracking 
the tip of the stimulus and while they 
are fixed on the point of the stimulus at 
maximum deviation or he furthest ones 
eyes can moved.  I explained the test 
to Mr. Orellana from a pre printed in-
struction card that I carry in my pocket. 
I asked if he had any problems with 
his eyes. He answered in the negative. 
I read the remaining instructions and 
conducted the test. Both eyes displayed 
lack of smooth pursuit, clear and 
distinct nystagmus at maximum devia-
tion, and had detectable nystagmus 
onset prior to 45 degrees. A total of six 
indicators were observed.
I then asked Mr. Orellana a few more 
questions about his leg, balance issues 
and if he had anything to drink. His 
answer was ” I’m going to be honest 
with you. I had one beer”.  In the inter-
est of Mr. Orellana’s safety, I decided not 
to perform any tests requiring balance. 
With three observations and the indica-
tors form the HGN test. I formed the 
assumption that Mr. Orellana’s alcohol 
consumption had diminished his ability 
to operate a MV safely, and placed him 
under arrest for Operating a MV under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor. Mr. 
Orellana was transported to the station 
by unit #200 where he was booked in 
the usual manner by Lt. Lavey.
Due to the sensitive nature of the rights 
being given to Mr. Orellana dur-
ing booking, Officer Messaoudi was 
called in to translate. Among others, 
Mr. Orellana was given his Miranda, 
telephone rights, implied consent, and 
5A rights. Mr. Orellana agreed to take 
the breath test to determine his blood 
alcohol level. The test was administered 
by Ofc. Dervishian. and was conducted 
twice. The first test was aborted before 
it was finalized due to the test being 
outside tolerances. The second test was 
conducted after the machine reset, and 
resulted in a value of .16%. Double the 
Per-Se limit of .08%.
Mr. Orellana was issued MA CMVI 
#R8606348 as a criminal citation. The 
van was towed by Pats Towing and a 
12 hour hold was placed on its release. 
While conducting an inventory of the 
van, an open and empty, 25.4oz can of 
Fosters beer was located in the center 
console. Photos were taken of the can, 
and will be attached. Mr. Orellana was 
issued MA CMVI #R8606348 as a Civil 
fine for the open container by Ofc. Ruf.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sergeant Michael McCarey #298

PIERRE SILLICE (FORGE 
CREDIT CARD, POSS 
BLANK CREDIT CARD, 
IDENTITY FRAUD, FORCE 
RMV DOC…)

The following is a summary of events 
that pertain to incident # 18023337.
On April 4, 2018, I ( Officer Joseph 
Moreira) , was in full uniform operating 
marked unit 781 ( East-1).  At 1641, 
I was dispatched to the xxxxx, xx 
Washington Street, for a report of an 
individual who was using fraudulent 
credit cards. Marked unit 782 (East-2) 
, Officer Lorenti and Officer Dacosta 
were sent as backup.  Once on scene 
I spoke with Mr. XXXX whose is the 
reporting party. Mr XXXX stated that a 
male party had come into the hotel and 
attempted to obtain two hotel rooms 
which were reserved via an internet 
website, which he used a fraudulent 
credit card to hold as a deposit. This 
party used a Mastercard  to pay for 
the room using a Rhode Island picture 
I.D. both in the name of YYYY for a 
total of $679.14 on the Mastercard. Mr. 
XXXX recognized this individual as the 
same party from numerous past similar 
incidents were a fraudulent credit card 
was used. Mr. XXXX explained to me 
that the male party involved in this 
incident was still sitting in a brown 
Toyota parked on the street in front of 
the hotel. I walked to an area in front of 
the hotel and had Mr. XXXX point the 
vehicle out to me.
Once the vehicle was identified , I 
pulled my cruiser behind the vehicle, 
I observed a male party sitting in the 
driver seat of a brown Toyota. The 
vehicle was bearing Massachusetts 
registration xxxx, registered to Mr 
Pierre Sillice ( DOB xxxx).  While still 
sitting in my cruiser I observed the 
party sitting in the driver’s seat of the 
vehicle moving around, he had leaned 
over into the front passenger seat area.  
At this time Officer Lorenti and Officer 
Dacosta arrived on scene. I approached 
the vehicle and knocked on the window. 
The male party provided me a Mas-
sachusetts driver’s license, identified as 
Mr. Pierre Sillice.  I explained to Mr. 
Sillice why I approached his vehicle and 
wanted to hear his side of the story. Mr. 
Sillice appeared very nervous, he was 
visibly sweating even though it was 57 
degrees outside. I asked Mr. Sillice to 
step out of the vehicle to speak with 
me. Once Mr. Sillice stepped out of 
the vehicle, Officer Lorenti observed a 
folding knife in Mr. Sillices waistband. 
The knife was removed from Mr. Sillices 
waistband. A Pat Frisk was conducted 
on Mr. Sillice for further weapons.  Due 
to Mr. Sillices furtive movements prior 
to making contact, knife on his person,  
and his excessive nervousness,  a frisk 
of the front seat area of the vehicle was 
conducted.  During this frisk,  a wallet 
was located in the glove box where Mr. 
Sillices was reaching. Once the vehicle 
was cleared of any weapons I returned 
back to the glovebox where the  wallet 
was located. The wallet contained a 
Rhode Island driver’s license with the 
name YYYY and numerous prepaid 
credit cards. The Rhode island driver’s 
license with the name “YYYY” had 
a photograph of Mr.Pierre Sillice. A 
search of the information obtained 
from this Rhode Island driver’s license 
was conducted and no information 
was located.  Given this information, I 
believe that this state ID was fraudu-
lently obtained.  The prepaid credit 
cards inside this wallet also had the 
name YYYY imprinted on them,  eight 
prepaid cards in total with this name 
imprinted, including the credit card 
used to book the room (Paypal xxxx) 
. Two prepaid cards were also located 
with no information embossed on them 
including expiration dates. This is com-
mon in cases of fraudulent credit cards 
where people emboss their own names 

on the prepaid cards.
I informed Mr. Sillice that he was being 
placed under arrest at this time, and he 
was placed in handcuffs. At this time , I 
read Mr. Sillice his Miranda rights from 
a card I keep in my vest pocket. Mr. 
Sillice acknowledges his rights by saying 
, “yes”. I asked Mr. Sillice to tell me what 
is going on. He explained to me that he 
owes some guys some money and he 
is doing this to pay back his debt.  The 
guys he owes money to,  gave him all 
the cards and driver’s license. He was 
told to rent these hotel rooms and hand 
off the key to someone else later that 
night. He stated that he does not know 
what the rooms were to be used for.
Mr. Sillice was transported to Somer-
ville Police Station Headquarters 
via unit 200. He was booked by Lt. 
DeOliveira.
Mr. Pierre Sillice will be charged with 
the following:
266/37C/C  Credit card forge or utter 
forged
90/24B/B Forge/misuse RMV docu-
ment
266/37C/E  Credit card, posses blank
266/37C/F Credit card, posses counter-
feit press
267/5A Uttering false instrument
266/37E Identity fraud
266/30A Larceny over $250
9/96 VCO possession of dangerous 
weapon – knife

Respectfully submitted,
Officer Joseph Moreira
Patrolman #320
Somerville Police Department

JAMAL ESCOBAR (DIS-
ORDERLY, THREAT TO 
COMMIT)

On April 11th, 2018, I (Officer Devin 
Schneider) was in full uniform while 
assigned to marked cruiser East-1 dur-
ing the 4pm-12am shift. The following 
report is a summary of the events that 
I witnessed, as they pertain to incident 
#18021404:
At 5:43pm, I was dispatched to a report 
of a fight between approximately 
20 “kids” at 4xx Mystic Avenue (see 
incident #18021402). The dispatcher 
reported that it was unknown if 
weapons were involved. Officers Eddie 
Soares, David Ruf, and Chris Fusco 
responded as well. Utilizing my blue 
lights and siren, I arrived a short time 
later to the parking lot behind XXXX, 
where I spoke to a female bystander. 
The female stated to me that she had 
witnessed a large group of males fight-
ing in the parking lot, who fled in the 
direction of the Somerville Housing 
Projects upon hearing police sirens. I 
updated dispatch and began searching 
the area towards where the female had 
indicated.
A few moments later, I received an up-
date from Officer Soares via radio that 
Jamal Escobar and his associates were 
involved in the fight. Escobar is well 
known to the Somerville Police Depart-
ment due to his repeated interactions 
with the police. Detective Cassandra 
Goncalves notified responding units 
that she had eyes on Escobar in the 
area of the Star Market on Broadway. I 
began making my way, when Detective 
Goncalves updated units that Escobar 
was in front of the Winter Hill Market. 

I arrived in the area of the Winter Hill 
Market, where I observed Escobar 
walking rapidly eastward with two 
males unknown to me.
Officer Soares, Officer Fusco, Detective 
Goncalves, and I stopped the three 
males at the intersection of Broadway 
and Wheatland Street to question 
them about the alleged fight. Escobar 
immediately began yelling obsceni-
ties at Officers, which began to draw 
a crowd of people to the area. Escobar 
was separated from the other two males 
with Detective Goncalves and Officer 
Fusco, while Officer Soares and I spoke 
with the other males, later identified 
as XXXXXX, hereafter referred to as 
Juvenile A, and XXXXXX, hereafter 
referred to as Juvenile B.
I began asking Juvenile A and Juvenile 
B some basic investigative questions 
about where they were coming from, 
and if they were involved in a fight. 
Juvenile A placed his hands in his jacket 
pockets, and for Officer safety I ordered 
him to remove his hands. Juvenile A 
complied, then after a few seconds he 
placed his hands in his pockets again. 
I ordered Juvenile A a second time to 
take his hands out of his pockets, and 
he complied, after stating: this is just 
how I stand. A few seconds later Juve-
nile A placed his hands in his pocket 
a third time. Due to the concern that 
Juvenile A may have just come from 
the scene of a fight, may be armed, and 
was repeatedly ignoring Officer’s orders 
to take his hands out of his pockets, I 
advised Juvenile A that I was going to 
pat frisk him.
I began a pat frisk of Juvenile A, who at 
this point became agitated and accused 
Officers of being racist. Officer Soares 
advised Juvenile A that if he refused to 
comply with Officer’s safety commands, 
he would be put in handcuffs for safety 
purposes. Juvenile A then violently 
shoved me, and shouted a racial slur 
at me. I attempted to grab Juvenile A’s 
arms in an attempt to control him, and 
he shoved me a second time. I told 
Juvenile A that he was under arrest, and 
attempted to grab his arms. Juvenile A 
became combative, and struggled with 
Officer Soares and I, as we attempted to 
control his flailing arms. Officer Fusco 
joined us in our attempt to restrain 
Juvenile A, who was shouting racial 
profanities at Officers. Despite Officer’s 
efforts, Juvenile A resisted our efforts 
to handcuff him. Juvenile A attempted 
to escape custody by pushing Officers, 
pulling his hands away, and slipping out 
of his Jacket. As the struggle ensued, 
we ended up on the opposite side of 
Wheatland Street.
I removed my department issued can of 
OC spray from its holster, and issued a 
one second burst towards Juvenile A’s 
face. Juvenile A pulled his head down 
and the spray hit him in the area of his 
chest. Juvenile A continued to struggle, 
until Officers were able to get him on 
the ground. Officer David Ruf arrived 
on scene to assist in the struggle, and 
we were able to place handcuffs on 
Juvenile A. The duration of the struggle 
with Juvenile A lasted about 2-3 
minutes.
I would note: during the entire struggle, 
Juvenile A was shouting obscenities 
and racial slurs at Officers. A crowd 
of approximately 20-30 people was 
gathering on the sidewalk to watch. 
Many of the bystanders were recording 
the aftermath of the incident with their 
cell phones.
I learned afterwards that as soon as the 
struggle with Juvenile A ensued, Officer 
Peter Granitsas from the Somerville 
Housing Authority and Detective Gon-
calves placed Escobar into handcuffs. 

The reason for this is that Escobar has 
a violent history, and his attitude was 
becoming more tumultuous as Juvenile 
A fought with Officers. As Officer 
Granitsas attempted to maintain a 
controlled grip of Escobar, he struggled 
with him in an attempt to slip out of 
his grasp. It was reported to me from 
Officer Granitsas, Detective  Goncalves, 
and Officer Kevin Goulart, that during 
the interaction Escobar was yelling at 
Officer Granitsas, saying words to the 
effect of: I’ll take care of you; I got you; 
you watch, I’m going to show you. Of-
ficer Goulart relayed to me that Escobar 
stated: “ya you, in the black sweatshirt,” 
indicating the article of clothing that 
Officer Granitsas was wearing  I believe 
that these words from Escobar were by 
intent, designed to threaten and intimi-
date Officer Granitsas, by inferring that 
he would cause him physical harm at a 
later date.
Juvenile A and Escobar were trans-
ported back to the police station in 
prisoner transport unit 200, operated 
by Officer Justin Buswell. At the station, 
Escobar and Juvenile A were booked in 
the usual manner by the Commanding 
Officer: Lt. William Rymill.
I will be filing the following charges 
against Juvenile A:
-Ch. 265 / S. 13D: Assault and Battery 
on a Police Officer
-Ch. 268 / S. 38B: Resisting Arrest
-Ch. 272 / S.53: Disorderly Conduct
I will be filing the following charges 
against Jamal Escobar:
-Ch. 272 / S.53: Disorderly Conduct
-Ch. 275 / S. 2: Threats to Commit a 
Crime
Officer Sean Brown from the Somerville 
Housing Authority presented me with 
a bag of green leafy substance, which 
I believe, based upon my training and 
experience is Marijuana. Officer Brown 
stated to me that he recovered from Ju-
venile B. I will be mail Juvenile B a city 
ordinance citation for the possession of 
the marijuana.

Respectfully submitted,
Officer Devin Schneider
Badge #295

JAMAL ESCOBAR (TRES-
PASS)
“Report entered by SPD Records Per-
sonnel based upon report by SHA (LC)”
The following is a brief summary of 
facts pertaining to incident #18021885.
On 04/13/2018 at 5pm while getting on 
duty for the Somerville Housing Police, 
I observed a dozen individuals jumping 
around between the rear of 5 Canal and 
5 River Road.
This activity caught my eye as would 
any large group of individuals gathering 
here in the Mystic River development 
especially in light of our recent gang 
related criminal activities. For the resi-
dents safety I drove close to the group 
to make sure there were no criminal 
activity afoot.

Continued Page 29
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Business Directory
            Instant Shoe Repair

(617)628-7065

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

CARROLL    
SONS INC

ROOF & GUTTER

1(800)734-8334
                (617)625-8334
                 (617)868-2673 
            fax(617)868-4102

*Rubber/ Shingle / Slate *
* Seamless Gutters *

* Replacement Windows *
* Siding / Trim Coverage *

* Decks & Porches * Carpentry *
* Painting * Chimneys *

60-64 MEDFORD STREET, 
SOMERVILLE MA 02143

* FINANCING AVAILABLE * 
* LICENSED * FULLY INSURED *

* ESTABLISHED 1962 *

631 
Somerville 

Avenue 
Somerville 

MA 
02143

Richard G. Di Girolamo 

Anne M. Vigorito
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Criminal Defense
Civil Litigation
Personal Injury
Family Law
Real Estate Law
Zoning

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air Conditioning
 Office (617)625-0386 

Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

Yuki Shabu/Chinese 
Gourmet Somerville

Somerville welcomes the grand open-
ing of Yuki Shabu/Chinese Gourmet 
Somerville! 
You gotta try the shabu (hot pot) 
portion of the menu which includes a 
variety of meat, vegetable, and broth 
options.
Yuki is open from 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday.
16 Bow Street, Somerville, MA 02143
Phone number 617.764.5182.
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Here’s your weekly News Talk Shout 
Out dosage continued from page 2

Heres Your Weekly Dosage 
of Somerville News Weeklys 
Newstalk Shoutout/Speakup 
Loud for 11/28/2017
—--------------------------------------------

ALL ARTICLES ON THE 
SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY 
NEWS SITE ARE COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTED

Copyright © 2017 William Tauro/The 
Somerville News Weekly. 
All Rights Reserved
_________________________________

CARROLL SONS 
ROOFING SEAMLESS 

GUTTERS
(617)625-8334 (617)8682673

PUBLIC HEARING TO 
DISCUSS TREE REMOVAL 

SOMERVILLE AVE. UTILITY & 
STREETSCAPE 

IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, 
MAY 2

The City of Somerville Tree Warden invites 
all interested residents and community mem-
bers to a public hearing on Wednesday, May 
2, to discuss upcoming tree removal as part 
of the construction process for the Somer-
ville Ave. Utility & Streetscape Improvements 
Project. The hearing will begin at 6 p.m. 
in the Academy Room at the Public Safety 
Building, 220 Washington St. Any objections 
to their removal must be submitted in writ-
ing prior to or during the hearing. Written 

objections should be addressed to Somer-
ville Tree Warden, and emailed to: trees@
somervillema.gov, or mailed to: 1 Franey 
Rd., Somerville, MA. 02145. Note: This is 
the second public hearing, however the same 
information will be covered at this hearing. 
No new information will be presented or 
discussed.
The Somerville Ave. Utility and Streetscape 
Improvements project funding was approved 
on December 14, 2017, and construction 
began in April 2018. The project addresses 
legacy storm water flooding issues in and 
around Union Square as well as streetscape 
improvements on Somerville Ave. between 
the Bow St./Washington St. intersection and 
Medford St.
For more information, please visit www.
somervillema.gov/somervilleave.somer-
villema.gov.

________________________________
OTHER EVENTS AND DATES 

IN SOMERVILLE

April 24: Somerville Fair Housing Information 
Session. 6 p.m. at the Mystic Activity Center, 530 
Mystic Ave.

April 25: Assembly Row Job Fair.

April 25: Learn how to apply for Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) funding (6 p.m.)

April 25: Community Preservation Plan hearing 
on CPA funding priorities (7 p.m.)

April 30: Public hearing on the state of affordable 
housing in Somerville.

April 30: The Davis Square Neighborhood Plan 
draft will be released after four years of work.

May 1: Hansen Park Redesign community meet-
ing.

May 2: Public hearing to discuss tree removal for 
the Somerville Avenue Utility and Streetscape 

Improvements Project.

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION PLAN 
HEARING & PRE-APPLICATION 
WORKSHOP ON APRIL 25

Plan establishes the annual funding alloca-
tions for Community Preservation Act funds; 
Workshop offers tips on how to apply for 
funding
SOMERVILLE – Are you passionate about 
affordable housing, historic preservation, or 
open space? Do you have ideas about how 
Fiscal Year 2018 Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) funds should be prioritized? Or 
are you interested in applying for CPA proj-
ect funds? Join the Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC) for a two-part event on 
Wednesday, April 25, in the 3rd floor confer-
ence room at the Visiting Nurse Association, 
259 Lowell St.

At the 6 p.m. Pre-Application Workshop, in-
dividuals and organizations can learn about 
the CPA application process. The workshop 
will cover changes to the application process 
for the Fiscal Year 2019 funding round, the 
process for applying for CPA funds for a 
project on City land, and the new program 
to support feasibility studies for proposed 
projects. Then the 7 p.m. annual Community 
Preservation Plan Hearing will address how 
funds overall should be prioritized.

The Community Preservation Plan estab-
lishes the annual funding priorities and 
allocations for the three categories that CPA 
funds can support. Since Fiscal Year 2015, 
the annual funding minimums have been 45 
percent for affordable housing, 15 percent for 
historic resources, and 15 percent for open 
space/recreation land (25 percent is flexible 
and 5 percent is administrative). The draft 
plan is available for review at www.somervil-
lema.gov/cpa. Written comments are being 
accepted on the draft plan through noon on 
Thursday, May 17. Please send comments to 
kstelljes@somervillema.gov.
CPA funding comes from three sources: 
Somerville residents, through a 1.5 percent 
surcharge on local property taxes, optional 
additional funding from the City of Somer-
ville, and a state match on local revenue. To 
date, more than $12 million in CPA funds 
have been awarded to 43 projects across all 
seven of Somerville’s wards. These projects 
have included the stabilization of Prospect 
Hill Tower and improvements to the sur-
rounding park, conservation of the tombs 
and gravestones at Milk Row Cemetery, 
construction of the new Hoyt Sullivan 
Playground, and the acquisition of the 5 
Palmer parcel for open space. CPA has also 
supported the creation of 78 new affordable 
housing units, including the conversion of 
the historic Mystic Water Works pumping 
station to affordable housing.
For more information on the CPA, sign up 
for the CPA Email Newsletter by visiting the 
City’s website at www.somervillema.gov/cpa 
and clicking “Sign Up Now for CPA News.”
 Individuals with disabilities who need auxiliary 
aids and services for effective communication, 
written materials in alternative formats, or reason-
able modifications in policies and procedures, in 
order to access the programs and activities of the 
City of Somerville or to attend meetings, should 
contact the City’s ADA Coordinator, Nency 
Salamoun, at NSalamoun@somervillema.gov or 
617-625-6600 ext. 2323.
______________________________________

NOTICE: PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE 
THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN ON 

MONDAY, APRIL 30
There will be a Public Hearing before the 
Board of Aldermen’s Committee on Housing 
and Community Development on Monday, 
April 30, 2018, at 6:30 PM, in the Aldermanic 
Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 93 High-
land Avenue, on the Order of Alderman Ben 
Ewen-Campen, Chair of the Committee, for 
public input on the condition of affordable 
housing units in the City, and whether there 
is an affordable housing crisis that constitutes 
a public emergency (Docket #205334). The 
public is invited to attend and be heard.

The Somerville News Weekly Newstalk Shout Out continued from page 2
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VOLUME 43 – RE-
PORT NO. 16 APRIL 
16-20, 2018
By Bob Katzen

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. 
Beacon Hill Roll Call records 
local senators’ and representa-
tives’ votes on recent roll calls. 
There were no roll calls in either 
branch last week. The House and 
Senate held only brief session 
as is the custom during Spring 
Break.

GARDEN OF PEACE (S 2372)
House 152-0, Senate 36-0, ap-
proved and sent to Gov. Charlie 
Baker a bill transferring the 
management and administration 
of the Garden of Peace to the 
state’s Victim Assistance Board. 
The Garden of Peace is a public 
memorial garden located on the 
plaza of 100 Cambridge Street 
near the Statehouse. The garden’s 
website describes it as commem-
orating “victims of homicide and 
a living reminder of the impact 
of violence. It is a visual testa-
ment to the need for eliminating 
violence. The Garden is a symbol 
of hope for peace and renewal in 
our lives, our community, and 
the world.”
The central feature of the memo-
rial is a dry streambed with 
smooth river stones engraved 
with the names of the many 
victims of homicide.
The Victim Assistance Board’s 
website says the board “upholds 
and advances the rights of crime 
victims and witnesses by provid-
ing outreach and education, 
policy advocacy, policy and pro-
gram development, legislative 
advocacy, grants management 
and service referrals.”
Supporters said the bill firms up 
management of the Garden of 
Peace by locating control of it 
in the Massachusetts Office of 
Victim Assistance.
“This bill will assure that the 
memories of victims are honored 
properly in the Garden of Peace,” 
said Sen. Will Brownsberger (D-
Belmont), the bill’s sponsor.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. 
Denise Provost Yes Sen. 
Patricia Jehlen Yes

MASSACHUSETTS CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE REVIEW (S 2391)
House 154-0, Senate 37-0, ap-
proved a bill implementing the 
recommendations of the Massa-
chusetts Criminal Justice Review 
which is the product of the 
Council of State Governments 
Justice Center. A key provision 
allows some eligible prisoners, 
not including drug offenders, 
who are serving a mandatory 
minimum sentence to still be 
eligible for good conduct deduc-
tions from their sentences, a 
parole permit and work release. 
Other provisions include 
enhancement to programming 
available in prisons, enhanced 
community supervision and ex-
panded resources of behavioral 

health initiatives.
Supporters said the program 
gives more flexibility and 
expands good conduct deduc-
tions to more prisoners. They 
noted that the enhancement of 
programs available in prison 
and improved community su-
pervision would help reduce the 
persistent problem of recidivism 
in Massachusetts. The House 
vote was on an earlier version of 
the measure.

(A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. 
Denise Provost Yes Sen. 
Patricia Jehlen Yes

$149.2 MILLION SUPPLEMEN-
TAL BUDGET (H 4366)
House 146-0, approved and sent 
to the Senate a $149.2 million 
supplemental budget for fiscal 
2018 including $2.5 million to 
assist the residents of Puerto 
Rico or the Virgin Islands who 
have moved to Massachusetts 
following the impact of hurri-
canes Maria and Irma. The fund-
ing can be used for various needs 
including transportation costs of 
traveling to the Bay State, imme-
diate living and related expenses 
and costs incurred by cities and 
towns as a result of the influx of 
new people.
Other provisions include $21 
million for sheriff ’s offices, 
$100,000 for the Massachusetts 
Commission for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing and $27.7 mil-
lion for welfare programs.
Supporters said the package is a 
balanced one that begins to close 
out the books on fiscal 2018 by 
funding necessary programs 
while continuing fiscal respon-
sibility.

(A “Yes” vote is for the budget.)
Rep. Christine Barber Yes Rep. 
Mike Connolly Yes Rep. 
Denise Provost Yes

BAN DISCRIMINATION IN 
SHORT-TERM RENTALS (S 
2381)
Senate 37-0, approved an 
amendment to the bill that 
extends the state’s current 5.7 
percent hotel and motel tax and 
the local option room occupancy 
tax to short-term rentals offered 
by Airbnb, HomeAway and 
VRBO. The amendment prohib-
its discrimination in short-term 
rentals based on race, color, 
religious creed, national origin, 
sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, 
ancestry or status as a veteran.
Amendment supporters said 
this will ensure that state laws 
banning discrimination in home 
and apartment rentals also apply 
to these short-term rentals.
The amendment’s sponsor, Sen. 
Joseph Boncore (D-Winthrop) 
did not respond to repeated 
requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call 
for a comment on his successful 
amendment.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

OFFICIAL ROCK SONG OF 
MASSACHUSETTS (H 1683) – 
The House gave initial approval 
to a bill making “Roadrunner” 
the official rock song of the 
commonwealth. Natick native 
Jonathan Richman led the group 
Modern Lovers who sang the 
tune as a 1970s ode to the joys 
of driving along Massachusetts’ 
Route 128 late at night. The bill 
is co-sponsored this year by 
Reps. David Linsky (D-Natick) 
and Denise Provost (D-Somer-
ville).
“Roadrunner, roadrunner going 
faster miles an hour,” begins the 
song. “Gonna drive to the Stop 
‘n’ Shop. With the radio on at 
night. And me in love with mod-
ern moonlight. Me in love with 
modern rock ‘n’ roll. Modern 
girls and modern rock ‘n’ roll. 
Don’t feel so alone, got the radio 
on. Like the roadrunner.”
The original backers of the 
campaign for “Roadrunner” 
were ex-legislators Bob Hedlund, 
now Mayor of Weymouth and 
Boston Mayor Marty Walsh. 
Hedlund took the lead. He 
explains that he first heard the 
song as a 15-year-old working at 
a local Hingham gas station in 
1977. He immediately bonded 
with the song and years later 
although concerned that people 
might think this is just another 
frivolous bill, decided to listen to 
his heart and filed the proposal 
in 2013.
Enter current Rep. Josh Cutler 
(D-Duxbury) and former 
Marshfield Rep. Jim Cantwell, 
now the state director of U.S. 
Sen. Ed Markey’s staff. They filed 
a rival bill making the official 
state rock song the classic Bos-
ton-based Aerosmith rock ballad 
“Dream On” written by Stephen 
Tyler. Neither bill was getting 
traction in the Legislature and 
eventually Cutler and Cantwell 
decided to end the competition 
and support “Roadrunner.”
“‘Roadrunner’ is a great Mas-
sachusetts rock song and Aero-
smith is a classic Massachusetts 
rock band,” said Cutler. “Since 
‘Dream On’ is not specific to 
our state per se, we agreed, with 
sweet emotion, that it was time 
to come together and support 
‘Roadrunner.’ We hope the bill 
passes this session and it’s not 
the same old song and dance. As 
a final note, I’m thankful we’ve 
had this fun discussion and 
been able to focus attention on 
the rich musical tradition in the 
commonwealth.”
“The road to passage has had as 
many potholes as Route 128 in 
the Springtime, but we are Red 
Sox fans and are used to over-
coming adversity,” said a hopeful 
but cautious Linsky. “Hopefully 
it will not take the full 86 years.”
“The song is a teenager’s Paul 
Revere ride,” Hedlund said. “The 
lyrics capture the perfect mood 
and vibe about everything that’s 
great about rock ‘n’ roll. I am 
hopeful it will get through all the 
legislative hurdles this year and 
be signed by Gov. Baker.”
The measure still needs to be 

approved by the Senate and 
signed by the governor before it 
becomes law.

BOB COUSY WAY (H 3534) – 
The House gave initial approval 
to legislation designating the 
section of Causeway street in 
Boston running alongside TD 
Garden, between Portland Street 
and Haverhill Street, as Bob 
Cousy Way, in honor of 89-year-
old Boston Celtics legend Bob 
Cousy for his role in “saving the 
sport of professional basketball 
by transforming the game into 
to one of crowd appeal.” Cousy 
played for the Celtics from 1950 
to 1964.
Known as “Cooz,” “Mr. Basket-
ball” and “The Houdini of the 
Hardwood,” Cousy later become 
the color analyst for the Celtics 
and in 1971 was inducted into 
the Basketball Hall of Fame.

THE GOOD AND THE BAD 
OF MARIJUANA – The Can-
nabis Control Commission has 
hired a research director to con-
duct state-mandated extensive 
research on the use of marijuana 
and how its legalization affects 
society. Julie Johnson, a former 
postdoctoral fellow at Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health, will head up 
the research which will include 
patterns of use, methods of con-
sumption; general perceptions of 
marijuana; incidents of impaired 
driving and hospitalization 
related to marijuana use; and the 
economic and fiscal impact on 
the state.

STUDY FINDS KINDERGAR-
TENERS IN MASSACHU-
SETTS ARE GETTING LESS 
TIME FOR FREE PLAY AND 
RECESS – A report by Professor 
R. Clarke Fowler, the chair of the 
Department of Childhood Edu-
cation and Care at Salem State 
University, finds that all Bay 
State kindergartens have reduced 
the amount of time that students 
have for recess, free play, rest, 
snacks and lunch.
The survey of 189 kindergar-
ten teachers found that high 
socioeconomic schools schedule 
these non-academic activities 
30 minutes more daily and 2.5 
hours more weekly than low 
socio-economic schools. It also 
revealed that school admin-
istrators with limited or no 
knowledge of early childhood 
education have placed increasing 
restrictions on kindergarten 
teachers’ control over curricu-
lum and instruction.

The complete report is at:
https://www.deyproject.org/
uploads/1/5/5/7/15571834/
ma_kindergartens_final.pdf

JUDICIARY BILLS SENT 
TO STUDY – Over the past 
two months, various commit-
tees shipped several bills off 
to a “study committee.” Most 
measures that are sent to a study 
committee are never actu-
ally studied and are essentially 
defeated. Here are some of the 

bills that were sent to a study 
committee by the Judiciary 
Committee:

HONOR OATHS OR BE PROS-
ECUTED (S 772) – Requires 
the prosecution of any public 
employee who has violated his or 
her oath of office, including the 
state’s 200 legislators, the gov-
ernor and other constitutional 
officers. The measure provides 
for automatic job suspension of 
the offender. Another provision 
provides for prosecution of any 
person who induces or encour-
ages any public employee to 
violate his or her oath. The bill is 
not sponsored by any legislator 
and was filed by private citizen 
Mark Thomas of Boston.

NO PARENTAL RIGHTS FOR 
RAPISTS (S 780) – Bans the 
establishment of parental rights 
for all convicted rapists. The 
measure is sponsored by private 
citizen Wendy Murphy, an 
attorney and adjunct professor 
of sexual violence law at New 
England Law School in Boston. 
She is known across the nation 
as a champion of women’s and 
children’s rights.
Murphy says that other bills 
filed this session are weak and 
create parental rights even 
for convicted rapists and only 
provide mechanisms for taking 
rights away under certain condi-
tions. “All the other bills burden 
victims with the responsibility 
of having to take legal action 
against their rapists and then 
prove that parental rights should 
be terminated,” Murphy told 
Beacon Hill Roll Call.
“I also know that bills filed by 
individuals are dead the day they 
get filed,” continued Murphy. 
“My hope is that the public will 
learn from the filing of my bill 
that they are being duped into 
supporting laws that are being 
propagandized as good for 
victims, when in fact the propos-
als … affirm and create parental 
rights for convicted rapists.”

FEMALE GENITAL MUTI-
LATION (S 788) – Makes it a 
crime to perform female genital 
mutilation.
Supporters say that it is 
estimated that more than 200 
million girls and women alive 
today have been the victims of 
this barbaric act.
They note that the procedure has 
no health benefits for women 
and girls and in fact can cause all 
kinds of health problems includ-
ing bleeding, urinary problems 
and complications in childbirth 
sometimes leading to the death 
of the child.

PROFIT FROM CRIMINAL 
ACT (S 797)- Restricts the 
ability of convicted criminals to 
profit from their notoriety. The 
measure provides that any prof-
its from the criminals’ books, 
movie rights and other profit 
endeavors be given to the victim 
as restitution.

Continued to page 37

www.carrollsons.com or Call 617-625-8334
Free estimates, senior citizen discount, affordable rates. Roofing repair, commercial roofs, gutter repair, home improvement. 
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The Armory Building, Suite B9 191 Highland Av-
enueSomerville, MA 02143 (617) 433-0043

Millennium NOW HIRING 3RD SHIFT SWEEPER DRIVERS
Successful candidate must possess valid Mass License 

with a good driving record
BEST OF

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 hours, paid holidays and vacations. 
No layoffs plenty of work year round.

Please apply in person with your Drivers record between 10AM- 6PM Monday- Friday
MMPS 393 Mystic Ave Medford, Mass, 02155

In this issue:
•	 New	plan	for	Real	
Estate Transfer Fee Home Rule 
Petition
•	 Update	on	the	
Administration’s proposed 
citywide zoning overhaul
•	 Fields	Master	Plan,	
Draw 7 Park, and Conway field 
closure
•	 Construction	in	Ward	
5: Cedar-Highland intersection 
closed 2 more weeks; Green 
Line Extension (GLX) con-
struction to begin soon
•	 Upcoming	events	and	
meetings
New plan for Real Estate 
Transfer Fee Home Rule Peti-
tion All owner-occupants, 
both sellers and buyers, will 
be exempt from the fee under 
a new plan developed by 
Alderman-at-Large Stephanie 
Hirsch, and supported by the 
Board of Aldermen (BOA) in a 
unanimous vote on April 11th.

Alderman Hirsch found a way 
to do exactly what all of us 
want — including many who 
testified or emailed in opposi-
tion to the transfer tax: make 
developers, investors and 
absentee landlords pay, and 
don’t make people who live in 
Somerville pay.
Her plan sets a 1% fee on both 
seller and buyer, but anyone 
who is or will be an owner-
occupant doesn’t pay anything. 
So, for example, if someone 
who has lived in Somerville 
for 5, 10 or 30 years sells their 
home, they don’t pay. And if a 
young family who intends to 
live in Somerville (they will 
apply for and get the residen-
tial tax exemption) buys it, 
they won’t pay. If an owner-oc-
cupant sells to a developer or 
investor, the seller doesn’t pay, 
but the developer or investor 
pays the 1%. If that developer 
than redevelops the property 

and sells it to an investor who 
rents it out, the fee is a total 
of 2% — both the seller and 
buyer pay. Alderman Hirsch 
believes this plan would still 
raise between $6-9 million a 
year for affordable housing. If 
you want to learn more about 
her thinking, read her article, 
“One Affordability Proposal: 
Can we find a way to unite, 
not divide, our community?” 
at http://www.thesomerville-
times.com/archives/83035
We’ve still got a LOT of work 
to do to flesh out this plan, de-
termine how the funds raised 
would be managed and by 
which City board, and provide 
more information to the public 
about the kinds of affordable 
housing programs for low-
income, working, and middle-
income families the funds 
will support. As Chair of the 
Legislative Matters Committee, 
I’ve scheduled a half-a-dozen 

more meetings over the next 
month, the first one on April 
25th at 7 PM, and there will 
be another Public Hearing in 
May.  We’ll announce the date 
once we are far enough along 
on a draft based on the new 
plan so that there is something 
solid to comment on. My hope 
is that the BOA will vote on 
the transfer fee Home Rule 
Petition sometime in May.
Getting a transfer fee in place 
is a three-step process.  If the 
BOA does vote to send the 
Home Rule Petition to the 
State Legislature (step 1), we’ll 
all need to work hard to try to 
get it through the Legislature 
(step 2).  It won’t be easy, be-
cause politicians don’t like fees, 
even in Massachusetts. But 
our four state legislators — Pat 
Jehlen, Denise Provost, Chris-
tine Barber, and Mike Connol-
ly — are strong supporters and 
will help as much as they can. 

If the Legislature approves it, it 
comes back to the Board of Al-
dermen to write an ordinance 
to officially enact the transfer 
fee (step 3).
I think we’ve got an approach 
now that, hopefully, will win 
over many of the residents 
who expressed understandable 
concerns about the previous 
plan.  Some thoughtful folks 
have raised questions about the 
new plan, and the Administra-
tion is at work fleshing out the 
details and doing an analysis to 
address those concerns.
If you want more information 
about the transfer fee proposal, 
go to https://www.somervil-
lema.gov/…/proposed-trans-
fer-fee-home-r…. Also worth 
reading for historical context is 
Bill Shelton’s column, “Paying 
for the beloved community,”      
http://www.thesomerville-
times.com/archives/82869
              Continued page 35

GREEN LINE EXTENSION 
CONSTRUTION UPDATE

Starting this month, construction on the Green Line Exten-
sion (GLX) will continue to ramp up. Crews will begin to 
excavate test pits, remove trees along the Commuter Rail 
line (not along city streets), implement pest-control mea-
sures, work on utilities, move heavy equipment into place, 
and engage in pre-construction surveys of property.
The Green Line Extension project is expected to be com-
plete in 2021, and this summer heavier construction will 
begin, including some night and weekend work. There are 
a number of ways to stay informed about construction im-
pacts near you. Sign up for alerts by emailing construction@
somervillema.gov and noting that you’d like to get GLX 
updates. Contact the 24-hour Green Line Extension hot-
line at 855-GLX-INFO or info@glxinfo.com. You may call 
Somerville Constituent Services at 311 (617-666-3311 from 
a cell phone) or visit greenlineextension.org.

MARK NIEDERGANG, WARD 5 ALDERMAN:TRANSFER FEE NEW PLAN, ZONING 
OVERHAUL, FIELDS MASTER PLAN, CONSTRUCTION IN WARD 5

SOMERVILLE-APRIL 2 TO 23: HIGHLAND AVENUE AND 
CEDAR STREET INTERSECTION CLOSURE
Beginning April 2, and last-
ing until about April 23, the 
intersection of Highland 
Avenue and Cedar Street 
will be closed during day-

time hours – from 7 a.m. to 
about 3:30 p.m. This will al-
low work crews to conduct 
necessary improvements 
to 100-year-old sewer and 

water systems. Please plan 
accordingly, especially if 
your morning commute 
takes you through this area.

 PATS TOWING NOTICE TO OWNERS
The following abandoned and/or junked motor vehicles will be disposed of or sold.

Any questions regarding this matter please contact PATS TOWING.
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.   Tel 617-354-4000

 

YEAR                      MAKE/ MODEL                                    VIN

 2010                       BMW 335i                                           WBAPM7G53ANL88873

2005                       SCION xA                                             JTKKT624550100579

1996                       DODGE RAM 1500                            3B7HF13Z7TG190073

1998                       CHEVROLET LUMINA                      2G1WL52M1W9139902

2002                       HONDA CIVIC                                    1HGEM21582L033203

2004                       VW JETTA                                            3VWSR69M34M074990

2012                       TOYOTA PRIUS                                  JTDKN3DU0C1520965

2001                       HONDA ACCORD                              1HGCG16451A083513
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Check Out Real Life Somerville Police Stories www.TheSomervilleNewsweekly.com

Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Criminal Defense
Civil Litigation
Personal Injury

Family Law
Real Estate Law

Zoning

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Angelina’s Authentic Italian 

Pizzeria

Stop in at Angelina’s in Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of the Somerville News 
Weekly!
And while you’re there try some of the 
Somerville’s best Subs and pizzas!
While you’re sitting back reading your 
Somerville News Weekly for a few relaxing 
minutes the good people of Angelina’s will 
prepare a nice fresh sub to satisfy your crav-
ings within minutes!
“Eat in or Take Out”
(617)776-1240
Check them out at 230 Holland Street, 
Somerville and tell them we sent you!

Gold’s Gym Somerville OPEN 24/7 (617) 625-9566

14 McGrath Hwy, Twin City Plaza, Somerville, MA 02143, Email: goldsgymcentral@gmail.com Gym 
Hours Mon – Sun: 24 hours,    Kids Club Hours Mon – Fri: 4:00pm – 8:30pm Sat – Sun: Closed

THAI HUT SOMERVILLE 
TRADITIONAL THAI 
CUISINE EAT IN OR 
ALL DAY DELIVERY 

(617)492-8377
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UPCOMING EVENTS.

History Through The Beatles – Thurs-
day, April 19th at our Holland Street 
Center starting at 12:00 p.m.  Fran Hart 
of the 4EverFab group will be perform-
ing acoustic based songs of The Beatles 
along with a video slide show.  Lunch 
at 11:30 a.m. and Bingo immediately 
following the performance.  If you re-
quire additional information, have any 
questions or want to reserve your spot 
please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Gatlinburg, TN & Ashville, NC – April 
22nd – 28th – 7 days – 6 nights $909 
per person double or $1204 per person 
single – price includes transportation, 
lodging, 6 hotel breakfasts and 6 hotel 
dinners, Biltmore Estates with wine 
tasting, Dolly Parton’s Dixie Stampede, 
Hatfield & McCoy Dinner show, Rip-
ley’s Aquarium and so much more.  For 
additional information, questions or to 
reserve your spot please contact Con-
nie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Foxwoods Casino – Monday, April 
30th is SOLD OUT.

Older American’s Month Celebration 
– Tuesday, May 1st – 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at the Holiday Inn located at 30 
Washington Street.  $10 – limited seat-
ing and transportation.  For additional 
information, questions or to reserve 
your spot please contact Connie by 
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Finger Lakes Region – Monday, May 
7th to Friday, May 11th – 5 days and 
4 nights – $989 per person double or 
$1389 per person single – includes 
transportation, lodging, 4 breakfast, 2 
lunches, 2 dinners, 1 winery, 2 casinos 
and so much more. For additional in-
formation, questions or to reserve your 
spot please contact Connie by calling 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Nutrition Fair – Thursday, May 10th 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at our 
Holland Street Center.  There will be 
health screening, food demos, healthy 
eating tips, recipes, giveaways and 
more.  Join us for a healthy lunch and 
bingo after.  RSVP is a must.  If you 
have any questions, require additional 
information or want to reserve your 
spot please call 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300.

Mother’s Day Special Lunch & Bingo – 
Monday, May 14th from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at the Holland Street Center.  
$5 fee includes lunch, coffee and des-
sert.  Limited seating and transporta-
tion.  For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Housing Fair – Thursday, May 17th – 
10:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center.  
Meet with local agencies to learn the 
many ways to age in place.  Guest 
speakers will include Somerville Home, 
Just-A-Start, Somerville Cambridge 
Elder Services, Somerville Office of 
Strategic Planning and Community 
Development, The VNA & More.  .  For 
additional information, questions or to 
reserve your spot please contact Nata-
sha by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Mohegan Sun – Monday, June 4th – 
$25 includes transportation, $10 food 

coupon, $10 free bet.  Check in is 7:45 
a.m. at Holland Street and 8:00 a.m. at 
Ralph & Jenny.  Approximate return 
time of 6:00 p.m. For additional infor-
mation, questions or to reserve your 
spot please contact Connie by calling 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Belmont Stakes – Friday, June 8th 
to Monday, June 10th – 3 days and 
2 nights – $552 per person double 
or $772 per person single includes 
transportation, lodging, 2 breakfasts, 
2 dinners, reserved seating for the 
Belmont Stakes, and guided tour of the 
Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. 
For additional information, questions 
or to reserve your spot please contact 
Connie by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300.

Father’s Day Special Lunch & Bingo – 
Monday, June 11th from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at the Holland Street Center.  
$5 fee includes lunch, coffee and des-
sert.  Limited seating and transporta-
tion.  For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Fire Cracker Super Bingo – Monday, 
July 16th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the Cross Street Center.  $12 fee 
includes lunch, coffee, dessert, cards 
and prizes.  Limited seating and trans-
portation.  For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Washington, DC – Monday, October 
1st to Friday, October 5th  – 5 days and 
4 nights – $619 per person double or 
$869 single includes transportation, 
lodging, 4 breakfasts and 4 dinners, 
visit Arlington National Cemetery, Na-
tional Air & Space Museum, Illumina-
tion tour of monuments and so much 
more.  For additional information, 
questions or to reserve your spot please 
contact Connie by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300.

Lancaster, PA – Monday, November 
5th to Thursday, November 8th -4 days 
and 3 nights – $425 per person double 
or $546 per person single includes 
transportation, lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 
dinner feasts, guided tour, pretzel fac-
tory and so much more.  For additional 
information, questions or to reserve 
your spot please contact Connie by 
calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Blood Pressure Screening – Cross 
Street Center located at 165 Broadway.  
Scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of each 
month:  April 12th, May 10th and June 
14th.  If you require additional infor-
mation please contact Debby Higgins 
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or email 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov

Blood Pressure Screening – Holland 
Street Center located at 167 Holland 
Street.  Scheduled for the 1st Thursday 
of each month:  April 5th, May 3rd 
and June 7th.  If you require additional 
information please contact Debby 
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or 
email dhiggins@somervillema.gov

Blood Pressure Screening – Ralph & 
Jenny Center located at 1 New Wash-
ington Street.  Scheduled for the 3rd 
Thursday of each month:   April 19th, 
May 17th and June 21st.  If you require 
additional information please contact 
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2321 or email dhiggins@somervillema.
gov

LGBTQ EVENTS

LBT Women Fit-4-Life – Fitness Class 
is Thursday evenings starting at 6:00 
P.M.  $10 a month fee – scholarships 
available & it just might be covered 
under your insurance.  We have avail-
able slots and would love to have you.  
If you have any questions or require ad-
ditional information, please contact our 
Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris 
Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2315.

LGBTQ Lunch:  Come, relax, enjoy 
lunch and talk with your peers.  Sched-
uled lunch dates for 2018 are April 
18th, May 16th, June 20th, July 18th, 

August 15th, September 19th, October 
17th, November 14th and December 
12th.

      WEEKLY EXERCISE AND NU-
TRITION CLASS SCHEDULE

(PLEASE CUT OUT AND SAVE)

Monday:  Keep Moving Walking 
Club** – 9:15 a.m. (H) / Tai Chi – 11:30 
a.m. (H) / Fit-4-Life Group C – 1:00 
p.m. (H)

Tuesday: Strengthening – 9:15 a.m. 
– $3 per class (H) / Fit-4-Life – 11:15 
a.m. (C) / Bike Club – 12:15 p.m. (H)

Wednesdays:  Fit-4-Life  – Group 
A (exercise) – 8:45 a.m. / Group B 
(nutrition) – 9 a.m./ Group B (exercise) 
– 10:00 a.m. (H) / Group C (nutrition) 
– noon (H) / Group C (exercise) – 1:00 
p.m. (H) / Zumba 4 All – 5:15 p.m. – 
$3/class (H)

Thursdays:  Yoga – 9:00 a.m. (H)  / 
Fit-4-Life – 11:15 a.m. (C) /  LBT Fit-4-
Life, 6:00 p.m. (H)

Fridays: Fit-4-Life – Group A – 8:45 
a.m. (H) / Fit-4-Life – Group B – 10:00 
a.m. (H) /Group A (nutrition) 10:00 
a.m. (H)

Adventure Group – Please call for 
details

*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per 
month and require pre-registration

** Keep Moving Walking Club is on 
hiatus until the Spring

HOLLAND STREET GROUP INFOR-
MATION

Book Club – Meets the third Friday 
of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. This group self-facilitates.  
Group members choose both fiction 
and non-fiction titles on a quarterly 
basis.  Books are available on reserve 
at the Central Branch of the Somer-
ville Library.  If you are interested in 
joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call 617-
625-6600 Ext. 2300.

Caregiver Support Group – Meets the 
third Tuesday of each month from 6:00 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our Social Worker, 
Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this group.  
Are you caring for a parent, relative, 
spouse or close friend?  Feeling isolated 
or overwhelmed?  You are not alone!  
Come share your experience and 
practical support.  Open to all and new 
members are always welcome.  If you 
are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information 
please call Ashley at 617-625-6600 Ext. 
2318.

Conversations of the Heart – Meets 
bi-monthly on Mondays from 1:00 to 
2:00 P.M. at our Holland Street Center.  
Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facili-
tates this group.  If you are interested in 
joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call Na-
tasha at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Current Events Group – Meets every 
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
Our Social Worker, Natasha Naim, 
facilitates this group.  Join a group of 
your peers to discuss current events.  
If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional 
information please call Natasha at 617-
625-6600 Ext. 2317.

De-cluttering support group: – If you 
have concerns around your clutter, 
this group may be for you. This closed 
group meets both in spring and fall for 
6-8 weeks. This group is co-facilitated 
by Natasha Naim and Marina Colonas. 
If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional 
information please call Natasha at 617-
625-6600 Ext. 2317.

Gardening Club – Meets the second 
Monday of each month starting at 9:00 
a.m. and running for an hour most 
times.  Principal Master Gardener, 
Vilma Sullivan, facilitates this group.  
A different topic each month rang-

ing from gardening tips & secrets to 
inexpensive “greenhouses.”  If you are 
interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information 
please call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.  
This group does not meet in January 
and February.

Golden Gals:  a.k.a. Women’s Group 
– Meets the last Tuesday of the month 
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilities this 
group.  A fun, safe, social group to 
discuss women’s issues and growing 
older.   Next date: December 26th – For 
more information, please call Ashley at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2318.

Low Vision Support Group – Meets the 
second Tuesday of each month from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Our Social 
Worker, Ashley Speliotis, facilitates this 
group.  Do you know someone who 
has trouble seeing?  Do you have low 
vision?  Join our Low Vision Support 
Group for educational and informa-
tive information and peer support in 
a confidential environment.  Lunch 
and transportation may be available on 
request.  If you are interested in join-
ing, have any questions or require ad-
ditional information please call Ashley 
at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2318.

Mens Group – Meets the first Tuesday 
of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. This group is facilitated by our 
volunteer, Norbert DeAmato.  Are you 
recently retired?  Looking to connect 
with other men in the community?  
Join our men’s group where you can 
connect with old friends and make 
new ones.  All men 55 and over are 
welcome. Come chat about what is 
on your mind! If you are interested in 
joining, have any questions or require 
additional information please call  617-
625-6600 Ext. 2300.

Moonlighters (Senior Chorus) – Meets 
every Monday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. at the Holland Street Center.  The 
Moonlighters are facilitated by Jimmy 
DelPonte and runs September through 
June.  For more information please call 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

Senior Housing 101 –Meets the last 
Tuesday of every month from 10:00 
to 11:30 A.M.  Social Worker, Natasha 
Naim will be facilitating this group.  
Participants can learn about the range 
of options that older adults have when 
thinking about where to live. If you are 
interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information 
please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 
Ext. 2317.

Veterans Group – Meets the third 
Monday of each month from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m.  Our volunteer, Norbert 
DeAmato, facilitates this group.  Are 
you a veteran?  The Veterans Group is 
the perfect opportunity to socialize, 
have solidarity, to reminisce and to 
meet other veterans. If you are inter-
ested in joining, have any questions or 
require additional information please 
call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.

CROSS STREET GROUP INFORMAI-
TON

English Conversation – Meets every 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday begin-
ning at 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Mau-
reen Bastardi, Program Coordinator 
and Sandy Francis, Cross Street Center 
Volunteer, work together to facilitate 
this group.  No books, no tests, no 
stress – just a great group of older 
adults from all over the world who 
help each other to listen, speak and 
learn English.  Continue conversation 
throughout a healthy lunch.  If you are 
interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information 
please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2335.

Arts & Crafts – Meets the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of each month starting Janu-
ary 11th – from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Join us in a relaxing atmosphere as we 
learn about a wide range of arts & crafts 
from weaving to watercolor pencils.  
Maureen Bastardi, Program Coor-
dinator facilitates this group.   Must 
call a week in advance if you plan on 

attending.  This is necessary to ensure 
we have enough material for everyone.  
If you are interested in joining, have 
any questions or require additional 
information please call Maureen at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2335.

Social Service Drop In – The 3rd 
Thursday of every month Social 
Workers, Ashley Speliotis and Natasha 
Naim will be taking turns and having a 
Drop-in Social Service hour from 10:00 
a.m. to noon at the Cross Street Center.  
They will be available to address any 
of your Social Service needs.  Stop by 
or if you need additional information 
please call Maureen at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2335

RALPH & JENNY GROUP INFOR-
MATION

Knitting Blankets – Every Tuesday & 
Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m.  Join us as we knit blankets for 
babies.  If you are interested in joining, 
have any questions or require ad-
ditional information please call Judy at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2300.

CENTER LOCATIONS, TIMES & 
SCHEDULES

Holland Street Senior Center: located 
at 167 Holland Street

(between Davis Square and Teele 
Square)

Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.

Fridays:  9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

617-625-6600, Ext. 2300

Cross Street Center: located at 165 
Broadway

(East Somerville)

Mondays & Tuesdays – 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.

Thursdays – 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

617-625-6600, Ext. 2335

Fax:  617-625-1414

Ralph and Jenny Center: located at 9 
New Washington Street,

(behind the Holiday Inn)

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

617- 666-5223

Main Office: located at 167 Holland 
Street

(between Davis Square and Teele 
Square.)

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday:  8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Thursday:  8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Friday:  8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

617-625-6600, Ext. 2300

Fax:  617-625-0688

TTY:  866-808-4851

SOMERVILLE COUNCIL ON AGING WEEKLY ORGANIZATIONAL 
UPDATES & INFORMATION
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Somerville Welcomes 
Yuki Shabu/Chinese 

Gourmet To Union Square

Youhave to try the shabu (hot pot) 
portion of the menu which includes a 
variety of meat, vegetable, and broth 

options.
Yuki is open from 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday.
16 Bow Street, Somerville, MA 02143 

SOMERVILLE IS LOOKING 
FOR CROSSING GUARDS FOR 

2017/2018 SCHOOL YEAR 
SALARY IS $37.00 PER DAY

Notice is hereby given under the provisions of (M.G.L. c255 Section 39A) of the sale or disposal of the fol-
lowing motor vehicles to satisfy  our garage keeper’s lien for towing (M.G.L. c155b Section 6B)  storage & 
expense for holding sale of auction.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                Any questions regarding this mat-
ter, please contact Pat’s Towing Monday-Friday 8:00am – 4:00pm.  Tel: 617.354.4000 

 Year/Make/Model                                                         VIN

 1998 HONDA CIVIC                                          2HGEJ6679WH576380
2002 JEEP CHEROKEE                                      1J4GW48S32C179530
2006 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE                            4A3AK24F06E010030
2007 HONDA CR-V                                           JHLRE48757C106943
2009 CHEVY IMPALA                                      2G1WT57N091309915
2003 JEEP LIBERTY                                            1J4GL38K33W721051
2007 FORD TAURUS                                        1FAFP53U57A112305
2008 MAZDA 3                                                   JM1BK32F481181082
1993 MAZDA PROTÉGÉ                                  JM1BG2245P0612723
2002 HYUNDAI ELANTRA                              KMHDN55DX2U071712
2000 HONDA ACCORD                                   JHMCG5677YC027814
2003 HONDA PILOT                                         2HKYF18533H613454
2004 FORD E250                                                1FTNE24W04HA31161
2003 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN                 1D4GP25R23B260800
2008 HONDA CR-V                                           5J6RE48538L037628
1998 CHEVY CAVALIER                                   3G1JC5243WS860042
1995 TOYOTA CELICA                                      JT5ST07K7S0018341
2005 NISSAN ALTIMA                                     1N4AL11D45C275949
2002 FORD RANGER                                        1FTZR45E02TA10344

 

                                               The Somerville News Weekly 4/24, 5/1 & 5/8

PAT’S TOWING  NOTICE TO OWNERS
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SUNDAYS SOMERVILLE LION’S CLUB ANNUAL CHARITY BRUNCH PHOTOS

  By William Tauro

This past Sunday the 
Somerville Lion’s Club held 
its annual Charity Brunch 
at the Mount Vernon Res-
taurant In Somerville.

Over two hundred people 
including residents, business 
owners and their employees, 
friends, relatives as well as 
other service clubs pulled 
together and attended the 
event supporting the Somer-

ville Lion’s Club and its local 
charities that they support 
year round.

Lion’s Club Mission Statement

To empower volunteers to 
serve their communities, 
meet humanitarian needs, 
encourage peace and promote 
international understanding 
through Lions clubs.

Vision Statement

To be the global leader in 

community and humanitarian 
service.

History
In 1917, Melvin Jones, a 
38-year-old Chicago busi-
ness leader, told members of 
his local business club they 
should reach beyond busi-
ness issues and address the 
betterment of their commu-
nities and the world. Jones’ 
group, the Business Circle of 
Chicago, agreed.

After contacting similar 

groups around the United 
States, an organizational 
meeting was held on June 
7, 1917, in Chicago, Illinois, 
USA. The new group took the 
name of one of the invited 
groups, the “Association of 
Lions Clubs,” and a national 
convention was held in Dal-
las, Texas, USA in October 
of that year. A constitution, 
by-laws, objects and a code of 
ethics were approved.

Within three years, Lions 
became an international or-

ganization. Since then, the’ve 
earned high marks for both 
integrity and transparency. 
They’re a well-run organiza-
tion with a steady vision, a 
clear mission, and a long – 
and proud – history.

More Brunch photos 
continued to page 19
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1(866)5-HOT-TOP

Join us for Brunch at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville every Sunday for all your breakfast and dinner favorites, raw bar, fresh fruits, omelettes 
station, danishes, muffins, carving station with roast sirloin, ham, turkey, also seafood newburg, pastries, desserts and more! Special $18.99 per person by 
mentioning this ad!  

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville Sunday Brunch

ZAMMUTO REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE
“You can count on me for professional service.”

Real Estate Sales and Rentals Rosalee Zammuto
Licensed Broker / Owner 18 Thorndike Street Somerville, MA 02144

RosaleeZammuto@yahoo.com Cell Phone: (617) 968-0291 
Email: rosaleezammuto@yahoo.com http://www.rzammuto.com

CARROLL  SONS INC
ROOF & GUTTER

1(800)734-8334
                                   (617)625-8334
                                    (617)868-2673 
                                fax(617)868-4102

*Rubber/ Shingle / Slate *
* Seamless Gutters *

* Replacement Windows *
* Siding / Trim Coverage *

* Decks & Porches * Carpentry *
* Painting * Chimneys *

60-64 MEDFORD STREET, SOMERVILLE MA 02143

* FINANCING AVAILABLE * 
* LICENSED * FULLY INSURED *

* ESTABLISHED 1962 *

ADVERTISE HERE
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Mayor Joseph A. Cur-
tatone and Cambridge City Man-

Great Hill Dental Partners  Somerville (617)764-3440

Join The Somerville Blessing Boxes Group 

Somerville Blessing Boxes are 
located at Union Square Plaza 
and Statue Park Davis Square
 Give what you can, Take what 
you need
 Check us out Somerville 
Blessing Boxes on Facebook 
and please join the group!
The outpour of support of do-

nations that have been coming 
in of much needed supplies 
of foods, hygienic items and 
warm clothing from the gener-
ous people of Somerville is 
overwhelming. 

Its up to all of us to help when 
we can to make a difference in 

the lives of others especially in 
those of the homeless and less 
fortunate. 

A “Somerville Blessing Boxes” 
Facebook page has been estab-
lished keep everyone updated 
on donations and the Blessing 
Boxes inventory status. Please 

feel free the join the page and 
follow all the good that is be-
ing done everyday by the good 
people of Somerville. 

One blessing box is located at 
Statue Park in Davis Square 
and the other is located at 
Union Square, Plaza in Union 

Square. 

“Give what you can, Take what 
you need.”

Much thanks and apprecia-
tion,
Frank Santangelo
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Does this topic deserve to be the “Somervillen Voice Topic of the Week”, we don’t know who does so you decide!

Here’s this Week’s Somervillen Voice Topic of the Week Choice and You Decide!

Send Us Your Somervillen Voice Topic of 
the Week to: Wmtauro@bostonnewsgroup.com

Somerville News Weekly Speak Up Line

Welcome To Our New Somerville News Weekly Speak Up Line “Are You Tired of Dealing With Troubling Idiotic Issues and Lack of Response and Responsibility up 
at Somerville City Hall?” Please feel free to send us your complaints regarding issues up at City Hall that affect you and people around you in your city! “Speak Up and 
Be Heard!” Please feel free to post on this site or call us at (617)293-2016 or email us at :Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com  All contacts and calls will remain strictly 
anonymous and will definitely be heard!

SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
CURTATONE EGO BUSTER SOMERVILLE WASN’T EVEN IN THE RUNNING FOR 

“TOP SPOTS TO LIVE IN MASSACHUSETTS!”
Dear Billy T and Somerville News Weekly Speakup Line,

According to this week’s Boston Globe Magazine, Somerville wasn’t even in the running for the 2018 Top Spots to Live in Massachusetts, 12 commu-
nities where demanding prices are surging the most. This has to be a real kick in the ass for Curtatone who created this monster of a Fiscal mess and 

constant divide that is now hurting this city every day.Cambridge was #1 followed by Winchester, Brookline, South Boston and even Lawrence! 
             Somerville was not even mentioned at all nor considered.

Thanks for the decline and the embarrassment!
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The Kiwanis Club of Somer-
ville was organized on March 
16, 1925, and chartered on 
May 21, 1925.  The Club has 
been active in the City of 
Somerville for 88 years!
 
The Objects of Kiwanis

To give primacy to the human 
and spiritual, rather than the 
material values of life.

To encourage the daily living 
of the Golden Rule in all hu-
man relationships.
 

To promote the adoption and 
the application of higher so-
cial, business, and professional 
standards.
 
To develop, by precept and 
example, a more intelligent, 
aggressive, and serviceable 

citizenship.
 
To provide, through Kiwanis 
clubs, a practical means to 
form enduring friendships, to 
render altruistic service, and 
to build better communities.
 

To cooperate in creating and 
maintaining that sound public 
opinion and high idealism 
which make possible the 
increase of righteousness, jus-
tice, patriotism, and goodwill.

Join The Kiwanis Club of Somerville

Contact:Secretary,  George McLean
            P.O. Box 45303

            Somerville, MA 02145
or 

Email:gfmclean@comcast.net

SUNDAYS SOMERVILLE LION’S CLUB ANNUAL CHARITY BRUNCH PHOTOS
Continued from page 15
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Many Villens celebrating their birthdays this week in the Ville! Happy Birthday greetings go out to Tina Kneeland, Kenneth Webb, David “Ace” Vendetti, Matt Cyrus, 
Hirsh Gardner, Bob Medeiros, Michael David, Karen Chaille Lima, Joey McEdmunds, Nancy Medeiros, Richard Scirocco, Former Somerville Dorothy Kelly Gay, 
Vincent Migliore, Brett Henry, Mike Moccia, Timothy F Cottier, Jeffrey Snow and Happy 6th Birthday to Princess Bree!

The Somerville News Weekly Favorite Birthday Photo Series

JACK LISTER REALTOR® BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES VERANI REALTY

368 Highland Ave, Somerville, MA 02145

617-776-3311- Office * 617-438-2460 – Cell * 617-591-8332 -Fax

https://www.verani.com/agent/Jack-Lister

Jack The Lister   Call Jack and start to PACK

LAW OFFICE OF 
MICHAEL T.  DWYER

ASSEMBLY SQUARE
5 MIDDLESEX AVENUE, STE. 400

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145
Tel: 617-625-5200

Email: mike@mikedwyerlaw.com
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The Somerville News Weekly Favorite Photo Series

Check Out New Exclusive Police & Fire Department Series only on Bostonnewsgroup.com & 
Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

The Somerville News Weekly Magic Moments

WE STRONGLY
SUPPORT THE 
SOMERVILLE 

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 
ASSOCIATION
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

Best Insurance Agency in Somerville 201`5

SOMERVILLE LIONS CLUB THANKS WOODY’S LIQUORS FOR ANNUAL SUPPORT

WE DELIVER!

WOODY’S LIQUORS
523 Broadway

Somerville, MA 02145
 

 Phone number (617) 776-7191

Beer, Wine & Spirits
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

CARROLL  SONS INC
ROOFS * GUTTERS * SIDING

1(800)734-8334
                                   (617)625-8334
                                    (617)868-2673 
                                fax(617)868-4102

*Rubber/ Shingle / Slate *
* Seamless Gutters *

* Replacement Windows *
* Siding / Trim Coverage *

* Decks & Porches * Carpentry *
* Painting * Chimneys *

60-64 MEDFORD STREET, SOMERVILLE MA 02143

* FINANCING AVAILABLE * 
* LICENSED * FULLY INSURED *

* ESTABLISHED 1962 *
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Join The Somerville Lions Club

Be a Part of Something Big, Join the Somerville Lions Club . Bring a Friend and Join! Learn more about the world’s largest service organiza-
tion. When it comes to meeting challenges, our response is simple: We serve. Our volunteer projects unite Lions around the community. 
And our 
pride is unconditional. We aren’t limited by continents or restricted to certain causes. Lions help wherever, whenever and however we can. 
For more information call President Billy Tauro at: (617)293-2016 or email him at: Wmtauro@aol.com 

We meet every 1st & 3rd Tuesdasy of each month at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville at 6:15pm
 Dinner Members $5.00/ Non Members $15.00 

Membership Fee Now Only $75.00 Per Year!

                                            Call Today Billy Tauro to Join (617)293-2016    Somerville Lions President Billy Tauro

Our next meeting is on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 6:15pm   

Pat’s Towing Service
 of Somerville (617)776-5810

Somerville Goes Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 



The Somerville News Weekly              

Download Our Free 
Mobile App Today!

Keywords: 
Green Cab and Yellow Cab

Call:   (617)625-5000 or (617)628-0600

Serving Somerville , Arlington, Cambridge, Charlestown, Medford, Malden and Everett
We are fully licensed and regulated by the City of Somerville.  Family owned and operated for over 35 years.  All our drivers are licensed by the Somerville 
Police Department where CORI and driving records are strictly monitored.  For your safety, please beware of “gypsy” taxi’s and new trendy car services that are 
NOT licensed or regulated.  You can TRUST our service....

We offer: Fleet of 93 Vehicles * Corporate Accounts * 24 / 7 Service to Logan Airport * Social transportation to Boston Sporting Events * 
* 24-Hour Package Delivery * Hospital and Doctor appointment transportation * Automated GPS Dispatching *

GREEN CAB & YELLOW  CAB OF SOMERVILLE

Tuesday April 24th, 2018           25

Town & Country
Over 30 Years Experience

Ask About Our Guaranteed
One Week Installations

Bathrooms FirstLic# 075263 * Insured

                   (781)789-7346

GE AUTO REPAIR MECANICA EM GERAL O Ge e Joia!
781.831.1034

631 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA 02143

GE AUTO REPAIR

“Delivering excellent results to all my clients for over 30 years “
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453 
High Street

West Medford, MA 02155
781-393-5959

 Hours change seasonally
Master Card, Visa 

and Discover accepted

KILLER LIPS 
BY DOTTIE

Call Dottie at(978)729-2332
Visit her website and Like her Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/Killer-Lips-by-Dottie-1927678177461956/

SOUSA & SONS CONSTRUCTION CORP.

UNION SQUARE AND INMAN SQUARE NEIGHBORHOOD 
TRANSPORTATION FORUM, 4/24

To discuss a potential rerouting of the MBTA #91 bus route in the Lincoln Park 
neighborhood as well as other transportation and traffic safety matters in the 
Union and Inman Square area, Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Alderman-at-Large 
Stephanie Hirsch, Ward 2 Alderman J.T. Scott, Ward 3 Alderman Ben Ewen-
Campen, and the Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development invite 
you to a forum on Tuesday, April 24. The forum will be broken down into five 
subject-specific segments, so you can drop in for a topic you’re most interested in 
or stick around for them all. The schedule will be:

•	6	to	6:30	p.m.	–	Informal	drop	in

•	6:30	to	7	p.m.	–	Lincoln	Park	neighborhood	traffic	and	safety

•	7	to	7:30	p.m.	–	MBTA	bus	service	planning	and	Route	91	proposal

•	7:30	to	8	p.m.	–	Union	Square	traffic	signals

•	8	to	8:30	p.m.	–	Prospect	Hill	neighborhood	traffic	and	safety

The forum will be held in the Academy Room at the Public Safety Building, 220 
Washington St. For more information, please email transportation@somervillema.
gov.
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Gene Brune’s Book 
“ The Spirit of Somerville”
 print edition can be found 

at 
www.spiritofsomerville.com

Cambridge Mobile

We Serve
Mission Statement

To empower volunteers 
to serve their communi-
ties, meet humanitarian 

needs, encourage peace and 
promote international un-
derstanding through Lions 
clubs.

Vision Statement
To be the global leader in 
community and humanitar-
ian service.

History

In 1917, Melvin Jones, a 
38-year-old Chicago busi-
ness leader, told members of 
his local business club they 
should reach beyond busi-
ness issues and address the 
betterment of their commu-
nities and the world. Jones’ 
group, the Business Circle of 
Chicago, agreed.

After contacting similar 
groups around the United 
States, an organizational 
meeting was held on June 
7, 1917, in Chicago, Illinois, 

USA. The new group took 
the name of one of the 
invited groups, the “As-
sociation of Lions Clubs,” 
and a national convention 
was held in Dallas, Texas, 
USA in October of that year. 
A constitution, by-laws, 
objects and a code of ethics 
were approved.

Within three years, Lions 
became an international or-
ganization. Since then, we’ve 
earned high marks for both 
integrity and transparency. 
We’re a well-run organiza-
tion with a steady vision, a 
clear mission, and a long – 
and proud – history.

To Join Call (617)293-2016

JOIN BILLY TAURO AND THE SOMERVILLE 
LIONS CLUB AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

“Delivering excellent results to all 
my clients for over 30 years “

Just Say No!
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You can find 
The

 Somerville News 
Weekly

almost everywhere 
in  the Ville 

and beyond!
You Find Us In 

The 
Strangest Places!
Look for us in a 

location near you!
More Reasons To 
Advertise With 

Us!

Call 
(617)293-

2016

Place Your Ad Here for 
Only

$25 per week
1(888)625-2706

or
Email:

 Wmtauro@bostonnewgroup.com

Advertise in the Somerville News 
Weekly 

with display ads at low price specials!

And get posted on Bostonnewsgroup.
com for FREE!

Check out our low print edition
 specials with 

prices at 50% off!

A bargain and be seen by thousands 
daily!

(Deadlines Monday for Tuesday print)

$25 Per Wk
Contact Bill Tauro

Wmtauro@Bostonnewsgroup.com or 
call(617)293-2016

Skip The Boat Mechanic
(781)640-6256

On Site Repairs * Tune-ups * Winterization *  Maintenance

 ● Sellers Save Thousands!
 ● FREE Home Value Estimate

 ● Call for our 2.5% Savings Program

368 Highland Ave.       
Davis Square

Office: 617-776-3311  ext. 1814
Somerville MA 02144

John Buccelli
781-248-2545

BuccelliRealEstate.com
Executive Broker



 The Somerville News Weekly                                                        Tuesday April 24th, 2018                                  29

Greetings from Our Sponsors of Somerville News Weekly’s Customer Appreciation!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Two immediate questions to 
the city and assessor’s office:

1) Devaluing my property by 
removing my current right to 
add a 3rd unit, how does the 
city plan to reassess for that 
lost value?  I assume my taxes 
will be reduced proportion-
ately to its diminished value.

2) When will the City direct 
mail owners and explain to 
multifamily owners in RB so 
they will understand the con-
sequences and impact?

Downzoning RB (3 units by 
right) to RA (2 units only) is 
an issue that will unite renters 
& property owners. 2000+ 
two-family properties are RB 
zoned. The majority will be 
downzoned to RA, elimi-

nating the right to add on 
1500-1700 rental units. This 
financially damages RB 2 unit 
property owners, detracting 
hundreds of thousands from 
our property’s worth + poten-
tial sale price.

I am a longtime resident/
homeowner of a 2 family in 
Winter Hill in RB zoning. 
Most of Winter Hill across 
Broadway towards 93 is RB 
zoned.  WH is the last frontier 
in terms of investment/de-
velopment.  WH has had no 
marketer like ESom; WH 
lacks a square, a large inter-
section, a T stop. WH has not 
benefited from value escala-
tion like other areas. Under 
this zoning WH property 
owners will be hit the hardest. 
This property is my retire-
ment fund.  By right, I could 
add a 3rd unit and intended 
to-a safe rental built with per-

mits and providing revenue 
& taxes. Abutters include a 3 
family across the street, triple 
decker next door, 2 6-unit 
properties within a block.  
Allowing a 3rd unit will in no 
way ‘change the character’ of 
the neighborhood. With the 
proposed downzoning, I will 
not be able to build that 3rd 
unit, or sell that potential-a 
tremendous loss of actual 
value. The RA/RB report con-
cluded there was little, if any, 
difference in neighborhoods, 
multis so intermixed that no 
differences exist in neighbor-
hoods. Why not zone all the 
RA RB and help everyone? 
After public comments, the 
stringent proposed edits 
meant to impede developers, 
actually would financially 
impact me, the little guy, the 
most.  We RB zoned should 
retain our right to add a 3rd 
unit absent massive restric-
tions and special permits.

Given Som is predominantly 
rental property, the ratio of 
absentee owners ie the major-
ity, have not only not been 
informed, they’ve had no 
input. Many property own-
ers like myself don’t realize 
the huge consequences of the 
downzoning.

In 1990 and earlier rezoning, 
there was no such proposal 
to lower density. The demand 

for rentals have been increas-
ing in just about every major 
city in the country. In view 
of today’s demand for rental 
units, downzoning amounts 
to a catastrophic proposal. As 
demand continues to increase, 
rents on existing inven-
tory will continue to increase 
without relief. Major zoning 
changes come along once in 
a lifetime, IF that; the City is 
failing to meet the threshold 
of responsibly informing 
the constituency. Why not 
support an inclusive process? 
Homeowners have a lot at 
stake and deserve to be given 
a voice. Two recent mailings 
of tax bills and water bills 
would have been an ideal ve-
hicle.  Great timing amount-
ing to a missed opportunity to 
have mailed this information 
to all property owners.

The downzoning of RB to NR 
damages all parties as follows:

1)    By prohibiting existing 
two families from adding a 
rental unit, you are forcing all 
new rentals to be either new 
construction, or built in a new 
hot developing parcel.   These 
rentals would be likely rent 
for double the rent of a unit 
added to existing housing 
stock;

2)    At a count of more than 
2000 RB homes, the potential 

is loss of 1500-1700 rental 
units – badly needed to ease 
some of the demand, as well 
as provide housing for 70+% 
of Somerville renters

3)    The proposed edits are 
prohibitive, restricting height, 
footprint, etc.  Owners will be 
encouraged to divide larger 
units, or worse, add an illegal 
unsafe unit. The restric-
tions are overreaching and 
are hardly better than a full 
elimination.

4)    City revenue – an added 
unit would require permitting 
fees = income for the City.

5)    City revenue – an added 
unit would create a higher 
assessment and permanent 
additional tax revenue for the 
city, forever.

The downzoning is contrary 
to the best use of these 2 
families currently zoned RB 
in creating rental units at 
more reasonable rates. It’s 
financially damaging to most 
who own those properties, 
absent compensation. The city 
is overreaching and infring-
ing on my rights as a private 
property, and hurting renters, 
owners, and the city coffers in 
doing so.

Thank you,
Ann

SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
DOWNZONING RB TO NR – ELIMINATING 1500+ POTENTIAL RENTAL UNITS

Real Life Somerville Police Stories
Continued from page 7

I found no criminal activity but a large 
group of individuals shooting what 
looked to be a music/rap video. At this 
point I observed at least 2 individuals 
who had been TRESPASSED from all 
SHA owned properties. Those individu-
als were Jamal Escobar DOB xxxx and 
XXXX DOB xxxx both of whom I POSI-
TIVELY identified.
I called my supervisor Chief Meade who 
arrived moments later with a few SPD 
units to assist. As Chief Meade arrived 
several individuals hurriedly left the area 
up the stairs going towards the Healey 
Elementary School- one of them being 
XXXXX (a criminal application will be 
filed for his violation).
We took Jamal Escobar into custody on 
the TRESPASS violation without incident.
While waiting for the SPD transport van 
Unit 200 to arrive Mr. Escobar politely 
asked me officer Sean when did I get 
Trespassed?  I reminded him that I had 
advised him approximately 2 years ago 
in front of xx Memorial Road that he had 
been Trespassed several years earlier and 
that he was subject to arrest if seen on the 
property in the future.
A copy of the original report incident and 
Trespass order are attached to this report. 

SPD Unit 200 arrived and transported 
Mr. Escobar to the Somerville Police 
station where he was booked in the usual 
manner.

Respectfully submitted,
Sean Browne-Investigator
Somerville Housing Police
Badge # 919

ZACHARY COLON 
(ARMED ROBBERY)

On April 11th, 2018 I, Officer Steven 
Scrugli (Badge #348) was on uniformed 
patrol in unit East-1 with Officer Tim Van 
Nostrand. At 12:12pm we responded to 
the XXXX Restaurant at 1xx Broad-
way, Somerville MA. for a report of a 
robbery. Upon arrival I was met by the 
reporting party/victim: XXXX (DOB: 
XXXX). XXXX stated that he had he 
just exited Santander Bank which is next 
to the XXXX restaurant when he was 
approached by a Hispanic female at-
tempting to sell chocolates and candy. As 
XXXX took his wallet out of his pocket he 
was assaulted from behind with a closed 
fist punch to the back of the head by a 
male described as a white, 19-23 years 
old, 5’10” tall, 160lbs, wearing a black 

jacket, and white T-shirt. XXXX refused 
to give up his wallet and then the male 
suspect ripped some personal papers 
of his hands and subsequently dropped 
them as he fled down Minnesota Ave. 
from Broadway, XXXXthen called 911. 
The general description of the suspect 
was put out over the air to other officers 
in the area. Within a few minutes Officer 
Shaun Clark (East-4) notified that he had 
a possible suspect fitting the description 
stopped at the corner of Illinois Ave. 
and Broadway. By this time Detective Al 
Monaco (D7) had arrived to my location 
and stayed with XXXX while Officer Van 
Nostrand and I went to backup Officer 
Clark.
The suspect was initially evasive and not 
forthcoming in providing his information 
or giving an accurate account of his re-
cent whereabouts. The suspect was identi-
fied as: Zachary Colon (DOB: xxxx). 
Colon stated that he had been with his 
girlfriend who he identified as YYYY of 
Plaistow NH. and they had a verbal fight 
and then he got out of a car and she left. 
Initially Colon claimed that he was just 
visiting Somerville and had no knowledge 
or involvement in any assault in the area. 
Colon stated that he did not know the 
area as he was from Maine. When asked 
by Officers where is his girlfriend was he 

stated that he did not know but that he 
had tried to call her using a local business 
phone but did not name which business. 
Colon stated that he did not have a cell 
phone. As I asked Colon for his identify-
ing information and that of his girlfriend 
he stated to me that he did not know her 
phone number, to which I asked then 
how did he know what phone number to 
dial to call her. Colon upon realizing that 
his story was falling apart admitted that 
he had not made any phone call and that 
his girlfriend dropped him off and drove 
away in a silver 4 door Honda with an 
unknown MA registration.
It was decided to conduct a show up iden-
tification on Colon. Det. Monoco read 
and reviewed the show up instructions 
with XXXX. The show up was performed 
in a non-suggestive manner with Colon 
not in handcuffs and standing next to 
Detective Mark Pulli in plain clothes. 
XXXX made a positive identification. I 
placed Colon under arrest and double 
locked the handcuffs for his safety. Just 
after being placed in handcuffs Colon 
made a spontaneous utterance admitting 
to the assault and battery. I informed 
Colon that I wanted to continue to speak 
with him, but that I would first read him 
his Miranda Rights from a card which I 
carry. Colon stated that he had completed 

schooling up to the 10th grade and that 
he clearly could read and understand 
English. Colon stated to me that he 
understood his rights and was willing 
to cooperate. Colon denied the robbery 
but did admit to the assault but claimed 
that it was a because XXXX had made a 
verbal insult of his girlfriend. Colon also 
had a cut with blood on the outside of 
his left hand which was consistent with 
the physical assault on XXXX. Colon was 
also carrying on his person at the time of 
the robbery a black folding pocket knife 
with a 3.5 inch blade which is in violation 
of Somerville city ordinance. The show 
up checklist, the knife, and pictures of his 
injury were all logged into evidence.
Zachary Colon was transported by Of-
ficer Brown in Unit 200 to Somerville 
Police where he was booked in the usual 
manner and afforded all his rights. He 
will be charged with:
MGL Ch. 265, Sec 17. Armed Robbery
MGL Ch. 265, Sec 13A. Assault and 
Battery
VCO SCO 9 96. Possession of Dangerous 
Weapon

Respectfully Submitted,
Officer Steven Scrugli (Badge #348)
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ZAMMUTO REAL ESTATE
“You can count on me for professional service.”

Real Estate Sales and Rentals
Rosalee Zammuto 

Licensed Broker / Owner
Zammuto Real Estate
18 Thorndike Street

Somerville, MA 02144
RosaleeZammuto@yahoo.com 

Cell Phone: (617) 968-0291 
Email: rosaleezammuto@yahoo.com

CB SCOOPS MEDFORD DELIVERS 
ICE CREAM AND MUCH MUCH MORE

Millennium NOW HIRING 3RD SHIFT 
SWEEPER DRIVERS

Successful candidate must possess valid Mass License 
with a good driving record

We offer good starting pay, overtime after 40 hours, paid 
holidays and vacations. 

No layoffs plenty of work year round.

Please apply in person with your Drivers record between 
10AM- 6PM Monday- Friday

MMPS
393 Mystic Ave

Medford, Mass, 02155

WAGNER JEWELERS
 OF 

SOMERVILLE 
 301 Somerville Ave 

Somerville
(617)776-7500

SOUSA & SONS 
CONSTRUCTION CORP.
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INVESTMENT REALTY SOLUTIONS
Property Management

Condominiums – Single & Multi-Family -- Townhomes – Commercial Properties
*Full Service Maintenance
*Emergency Response 24/7
*Rent Maximization
*Bookkeeping & Financial Reporting
*Rent Collection
*Background Checks & Credit Checks
*Licensed Rental & Sales Staff

We handle all your property management needs and give you peace of mind!
David Gradus 617-733-8717
davidgradus@hotmail.com

 Welcome to the Somerville Rotary Club website. 
 
Rotary is a service organization and is about “Service Above Self ”. It is an organization that operates on the local, regional and international level. Rotarians serve in the community, in the workplace, and around 
the globe. In addition to service work, Rotary promotes high ethical standards in all aspects of our lives and works to build goodwill and peace in the world. Our Rotary International motto this year is “Engage 
Rotary, Change Lives”. Our club is one of over 34,000 Rotary Clubs worldwide with over 1.2 million members. Rotary clubs are open to people of all cultures and ethnicities and are not affiliated with any political or 
religious organizations.
 
Somerville Rotary is a small but active club. Through our service projects we “engage Rotary” and in the process “change lives”. Locally we support the Regional Science Fair at Somerville High School, give scholar-
ships to Somerville students, support the work of many of our non-profit agencies, ring the bell for the Salvation Army during the holidays, and read monthly to elementary school students. Rotary members 
volunteer in communities locally and abroad to support education and job training, provide clean water, combat hunger, improve health and sanitation, eradicate polio, and many more projects to make this world a 
better place for everyone. The Somerville club has participated in joint projects with another Rotary club to provide a vision testing machine to a community in Columbia and has sponsored the purchase of a walk-
in freezer for a Columbian orphanage that houses 40 children.
 
One of the focuses of Rotary International is the eradication of polio in the world. This project began in the Phillipines in 1979 and since then more than 2 billion children in 122 countries have been vaccinated 
against the disease. The world is now 99% polio free with reports of the illness in only 3 countries. The Somerville Rotary Club has supported the Polio Plunge for the last two years, sponsoring Polar Plungers and 
raising money for the international campaign.
 
Rotary is also about fellowship: meeting and working together with other professionals from the community. The Somerville Rotary Club meets weekly on Tuesdays at 12:15 at the Holiday Inn, 30 Washington 
Street in Somerville near Sullivan Station. We would love to have you join us - come to the Holiday Inn on the 2nd through 4th Tuesday of the month (the 1st is reading day). If you have any questions or would like 
more information, please use the link provided.  

Service Above Self
We meet Tuesdays at 12:15 PM 
Holiday Inn
30 Washington Street
Somerville, MA  02143 

Join The Somerville Rotary Club
Process for Joining
Somerville Rotary is a community service organization. We welcome new 
members who value sharing their gifts with the Somerville community 
while meeting other professionals with similar interests.

You can contact us for additional information and for an introduction 
to the club. One of our members will answer your questions and provide 
educational material.
After attending three meetings, you will be asked to complete a new mem-
ber application which is presented to the Board of Directors for review. The 
Board will then notify you of the status of your application.

Contact: JScarpa@CenturyBank.com

 ● Sellers Save Thousands!
 ● FREE Home Value Estimate

 ● Call for our 2.5% Savings Program

368 Highland Ave.       
Davis Square

Office: 617-776-3311  ext. 1814
Somerville MA 02144

John Buccelli
781-248-2545

BuccelliRealEstate.com
Executive Broker

CHECK OUT 
SOMERVILLE GREEN 
CAB’S GREAT NEW 
LOOK WITH NEW 

BLACK CARS

Download The App Today: 
www.Greenandyellowcab.com

CELIA, ARMY NURSE 
AND MOTHER 

REMEMBERED:A NURSE 
FOR THE CENTURY 

BY PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN
Contact Amazon.com to order!

SOMERVILLE PLUMBING
(781)704-6706
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We Want 
Your 

Business!
Advertise in the 

Somerville News Weekly with display ads at low price 
specials!

Check out our low print edition specials with prices at 
50% off!

And Get Posted in 
TheSomervilleNewsWeekly.com and BostonNewsGroup.

com News sites and their Facebook pages for FREE!
A bargain and be seen by

 thousands daily!

Only
$25 Per Week

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 
Vinny’s Superette

Stop in at Vinny’s Superette in Somerville and pick up your free copy of 
the Somerville News Weekly!
And while you’re there try some of the world’s best Italian food!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good people of Vinny’s Superette will prepare a nice 
fresh homemade Italian meal to satisfy your cravings within minutes!
Check them out at 76 Broadway, Somerville and tell them we sent you!

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run 
at 

Somerville Computers
Stop in at Somerville Computers in Somerville and pick up your free copy 

of the Somerville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good people of Somerville Computers will repair your 
PC or Laptop or even sell you a pre-owed unit at reasonable prices!
Check them out at 238 Somerville Ave in Somerville and tell them we sent 
you! (617)666-5692

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Casey’s Bar on Broadway

Stop in at Casey’s and pick up your free copy of the Somerville 
News Weekly!

While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly 
for a few relaxing minutes order a lunch special or have a cold 
beer at reasonable prices and tell them we sent you! 

SOMERVILLE ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP & EARTH DAY BARBEQUE

ADVERTISE WITH US FOR $25 PER WEEK!

Photos by Frankie Saint
By William Tauro

This past Saturday April 21 dozens 
of volunteers participated and en-
joyed a day at the 2018 Somerville 
Annual Spring Clean-Up & Earth 
Day Barbeque at the Blessing of the 
Bays Boathouse on Shore Drive in 
Somerville.
The volunteers celebrated Earth 
Day with the City of Somerville, 
Groundwork Somerville, and 
Comcast Cares for the annual 
Spring Cleanup who afterwards 
joined neighbors the festivities at 
the Community Barbeque for food, 
fun, and information about electric 
vehicles, renewable energy, climate 
change, biking, and other City of 
Somerville sustainability programs.
Prior the cleanup there was also a 
breakfast from 9-10am, then the 
neighborhood clean-up was from 
10am-12pm, and the Barbeque was 
from 12 -2pm.
This event was part of SustainaVille 
week.
Find out more about these events 
at www.somervillema.gov/sustain-
aville

Follow along on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/greensomerville
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Somerville Overcoming Addiction Today

Programs that could Help walk u 
through the process:
 
1-855-903-1770
 
Banyan Treatment Center
 
Matthew Gamen
Northeast Regional outreach Coordina-
tor 
Recovery Advocate
Treatment Specialist 
Getting Help from Other Parents and 
other Support Groups
 
Programs that could Help walk u 
through the process
 
Banyan Treatment Center
Matthew Gamen
Northeast Regional outreach Coordina-
tor
Recovery Advocate
Treatment Specialist ………………………………………….
1-855-903-1770
 
PAATHS Program
774 Alban Street
Across the street from Boston Medical Center
Boston, MA………………………………………………………..
 

Wicked Sober
Massachusetts Outreach Program
Text – Wicked Sober to – 55469
Or call. 1-855-698-5056
 
COACHH Program of Hallmark Health
Collaborative Outreach and Adaptable Care
Includes multidisciplinary team who can provide services to any 
person who:
Has had a Narcan ( Naloxone) reversal and was treated at Hall-
mark Health Hospital System
Has visited ER Department of either Melrose Wakefield or Law-
rence Memorial Hospital More than 10x in a year
Is a pregnant women with a Substance use Disorder who is plan-
ning to deliver at Melrose Wakefield Hospital or who has already 
delivered a baby there who is diagnosed with
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome ……..( NAS )
Is a group of problems that occur in a newborn who is exposed to 
opiate drugs while the mother is pregnant .. 
 
Circle of Hope
Monday Nights 6-7pm
Somerville Police Station
221 Washington Street
Somerville.MA…Jane .......1-857-277-2480
thecircleofhope@yahoo.com
 
 
Families Anonymous
Medford,MA…………………………….Cheryl Delafa-
no……………………….781-727-1803
http://www.familiesanonymous.org
 
Learn to Cope
Cambridge ,Holyoke…………………Joanne Peter-
son……………………..508-801-3247
http://www.learn2cope.org
 
GRASP
Grief After a substance Passing
http://www.grasphelp.org
Salem, South Denise. Sau-
gus…………………………………………………….
781-593-5224
Lowell……………… 
………………………………………………………..
978-727-1803
GRASPNorthshorema@ gmail.com
 
The Parents Forum
Cambridge ,MA ………Eve Sullivan …617-253-7182
 

 
 
  

PAATHS Program 
774 Alban Street
Across the street from Boston Medical Center
Boston, MA
  1-855-494-4057
 
 

Wicked Sober

Massachusetts Outreach Program
Text – Wicked Sober to – 55469
Or call. 1-855-698-5056
 
 
 
COACHH Program of Hallmark Health
 
Collaborative Outreach and Adaptable 
Care
Includes multidisciplinary team who 
can provide services to any person who:
Has had a Narcan ( Naloxone) reversal 
and was treated at Hallmark Health 
Hospital System
Has visited ER Department of either 
Melrose Wakefield or Lawrence Memo-
rial Hospital More than 10x in a year
Is a pregnant women with a Substance 
use Disorder who is planning to deliver 
at Melrose Wakefield Hospital or who 
has already delivered a baby there who 
is diagnosed with
 
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome ……..
( NAS )
Is a group of problems that occur in 

a newborn who is exposed to opiate 
drugs while the mother is pregnant ..
——————————-
On line Facebook Support groups
 
Grasp………( Closed Group )
 
A Mothers Hope……(Closed Group )
 
Before the Petals fall.Magnolia family 
addiction Support……(Closed Group )
 
Magnolia New Begin-
nings……………….(Closed Group)
 
Boston Recovery support Group
 
Amethyst Recovery Mom’s corner 
………..(Closed Group)
 
———————–
COASA: Children of Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse
 
COASA supports children of alcohol-
ism and substance abuse by serving as 
an advocate for them in community 
forums and by developing supportive 
educational groups for children of 
alcoholics and other substance abusers 
in Boston..
Provides children with framework for 
understanding what they are experienc-
ing and teaches them to break the “don’t 
talk, don’t trust, don’t feel” rules they 
live with at home. they learn the 7 Cs :
 
They didn’t CAUSE it
can’t CURE it
can’t CONTROL it
can take CARE of themselves 
can COMMUNICATE their feelings
can make healthy CHOICES and CEL-
EBRATE being themselves ..
 
COASA c/o Maureen McGlame
Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action 
Corp.
11 Beacon Street
Boston MA. 02108
 
Tel : 617-2274183
Fax: 617-227-2069
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The Somerville News Weekly Now has a 
“Drive-thru”on the Run at Winter Hill Bakery

When you’re on the run and need a Somerville News Weekly simply drive into the heart of Broadway 
at Winter Hill Bakery thats located next to the Winter Hill Post Office at 318 Broadway, Somerville and 
simply ask for your “Somerville News Weekly Print Edition Newspaper” with a friendly smile!
And don’t forget to pick up some fresh baked Italian Bread while you’re sitting back reading your Somer-
ville News Weekly for a few relaxing minutes!

Check out more Somerville News Weekly ocations on page 2

The Somerville News Weekly at 
Mt Vernon Restaurant

Stop in at the Mt Vernon Restaurant in Somerville and pick up your free 
copy of the Somerville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good people of the Mt Vernon Restaurant will give 
you the very best meal at reasonable prices! Also try out one their roast 
beef sandwiches at the bar you’ll love it! Check them out at 14 Broadway 
in Somerville and tell them we sent you! Check out more Somerville 
News Weekly locations on page 2

On October 8, 2017 Officer Louis Remigio of the Somer-
ville Police Department was involved in a motor cycle ac-
cident while off duty in North Hampton, NH.  Louie passed 
away a day later at the Portsmouth,NH Hospital.  Lou left 
behind two young daughters who also lost their mother just 
18 months ago.  His brothers and sisters at the Somerville 
Police Department would like to help make sure that his 
daughter s are provided with financial support as they face 
this difficult and tragic time in their lives. 
The Somerville Police Relief Association will be accepting 

donations for the daughters of our late brother Officer Louis 
Remigio.  The Somerville Police Relief Association is a reg-
istered 501(c)(3) organization and 100% of the donations 
will go directly to his daughters Danielle and Alexandra.
Please make all checks payable to the Somerville Police Re-
lief Association 220 Washington St. Somerville, MA 02143.    

Somerville Police Officer Louis Remigio Family Fund

SOMERVILLE TO OFFER RESIDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE MINIBONDS

Minibonds will allow residents the 
chance to earn tax-exempt interest 
while investing directly in Somer-
ville’s future
Proceeds from the sale of mini-
bonds will support projects like 
Lincoln Park renovation, West 
Branch Library design, street and 
sidewalk improvements, and more
SOMERVILLE – The City of 
Somerville will soon offer resi-
dents the opportunity to invest in 
Somerville’s future by purchasing 
minibonds. Minibonds not only al-
low purchasers to directly support 
the community’s collective goals by 
investing in the financing of some 
of Somerville’s capital projects, 
they also enable residents to earn 

tax-exempt interest.
A minibond is similar to a tradi-
tional municipal bond in which 
investors loan money to a city or 
public agency for an agreed period 
of time, receive interest on the 
investment, and get their loan paid 
back when the bond matures. The 
City will use minibond proceeds 
to support some capital projects, 
which are projects related to city 
facilities and property. Examples of 
capital projects include City build-
ing upgrades such as sustainability 
and accessibility improvements, 
park and library renovations, fire 
station updates, and street and 
sidewalk improvements.
“Everyone who lives in Somerville 
has a vested interest in the range 
of capital projects on the City’s 
docket, whether it’s their neighbor-
hood park or library or the streets 
and sidewalks that run through the 
city,” said Mayor Joseph Curtatone. 
“Minibonds open up investment 
opportunities to a wider range of 
investors, providing more Somer-
ville residents with an authentic 
opportunity to invest directly in 

their communities and support 
projects that will improve their 
neighborhoods.”
The City, through broker-dealer 
Neighborly Securities, expects to 
sell up to $500,000 in minibonds in 
its first ever minibond sale, which 
will take place during the purchase 
period from May 18 to May 25, 
2018. Minibonds will be avail-
able for purchase by Somerville 
residents and will be sold in $1,000 
denominations. This is one-fifth 
of the lowest denomination that 
municipal bonds are otherwise 
typically sold for ($5,000). The 
lower denomination is designed 
to allow broader participation by 
community member investors. 
Minibonds will first be allotted and 
filled on a first-come, first-served 
basis on orders of up to $20,000. 
The minimum order size is $1,000 
and there is no maximum. How-
ever, for orders over $20,000, the 
amount of the order above $20,000 
is subject to pro-rata allocation if 
the issue is oversubscribed. Pro 
rata allocations may be adjusted 
to ensure that no bonds are issued 

in an amount that is not divisible 
by the minimum denomination of 
$1,000.
Residents who are interested in 
buying Somerville minibonds will 
need to create an account through 
Neighborly’s website at www.
neighborly.com.
Neighborly representatives, along 
with City staff, will hold two 
Minibond Information Sessions to 
answer questions about the mini-
bonds and the ordering process. 
They will be held:
·Tuesday, May 15, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. in the Argenizano School 
Cafeteria, 290 Washington St.
·Wednesday, May 23, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. in the West Somerville 
Neighborhood School Cafeteria, 
177 Powder House Blvd.

For  questions about Somerville 
minibonds or setting up an ac-
count with Neighborly to pur-
chase minibonds, please contact 
Neighborly at support@neighborly.
com, or visit www.neighborly.com/
somerville.
Minibonds will only be ordered 

through Neighborly Securities, 
member FINRA, SIPC & regis-
tered with MSRB, pursuant to a 
preliminary official statement to be 
made available during the ordering 
period. This information does not 
constitute an offer to sell or the 
solicitation of an offer to buy any 
securities. You will be responsible 
for making your own independent 
investigation and appraisal of the 
risks, benefits, and suitability of 
any securities to be ordered and 
neither the City of Somerville nor 
Neighborly Securities is making 
any recommendation or giving any 
investment advice.
Individuals with disabilities who 
need auxiliary aids and services for 
effective communication, written 
materials in alternative formats, 
or reasonable modifications in 
policies and procedures, in order 
to access the programs and activi-
ties of the City of Somerville or to 
attend meetings, should contact 
the City’s ADA Coordinator, 
Nency Salamoun, at NSalamoun@
somervillema.gov or 617-625-6600 
ext. 2323.

BOSTON, MA —Today State 
Auditor Suzanne M. Bump 
released an audit examining 
MassHealth payments for drug 
tests and drug screens. The audit 
found that over the nearly four 
year audit period MassHealth 
overpaid claims for these servic-
es by as much as $4.38 million. 
The majority of the improper 
payments were a result of a prac-
tice known as “unbundling,” in 
which providers bill MassHealth 
for multiple procedures indi-
vidually, rather than billing them 
in a comprehensive and less 
expensive manner. Sixty-seven 
percent of “unbundled” claims 

found by Bump’s audit involved 
multiple providers submitting 
claims for drug screens and drug 
tests for the same member on 
the same day. The audit notes 
that the remaining amount was 
a result of MassHealth paying 
for duplicate drug test services 
totaling approximately $198,000.
Today’s audit follows a 2013 
audit that found MassHealth’s 
claims processing system failed 
to prevent millions of dollars 
of improper payments for drug 
tests and drug screens. The audit 
released today sought to evalu-
ate whether the steps taken by 
MassHealth had addressed the 

problems.
“This audit shows that measures 
taken by MassHealth have not 
fully addressed problems related 
to drug screening and testing. 
More work is needed to stop ad-
ditional money from being wast-
ed,” Bump said. “MassHealth 
needs to take stronger measures 
to stop drug labs from ripping 
off taxpayers.”
MassHealth pointed to staff re-
sources as one factor preventing 
it from addressing some of the 
improper payments identified 
in a timely manner. Its payment 
system flags claims that it sus-
pects are “unbundled” but does 

not prevent or delay the pay-
ment. The agency then relied on 
staff to investigate those claims 
to determine whether they were 
improper and recoup money 
as appropriate. However, the 
agency noted that it often lacked 
the resources to do this research, 
which allowed the improper 
payments to go unchecked. In 
an effort to address this issue, 
MassHealth made changes to its 
claim payment system to deny 
these claims. However further 
examination by Bump’s office 
shows these changes have not 
fully addressed this problem.  
MassHealth continued to pay 

nearly half-a-million dollars for 
these improper claims in the 
first half of 2017, after it stated 
that this change was imple-
mented.
In fiscal year 2017, MassHealth 
paid healthcare providers $15.3 
billion for services for approxi-
mately 1.9 million low-and-
moderate income individuals. 
MassHealth is the state’s largest 
program and accounts for ap-
proximately thirty-nine percent 
of the state budget.
The audit is attached, and avail-
able online here.

AUDIT SHOWS MASSHEALTH STILL OVERPAYING FOR 
DRUG TESTS AND DRUG SCREENS
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The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 
Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security

Stop in at Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security in Somerville and 
pick up your free copy of the Somerville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly 
for a few relaxing minutes the good people of Cambridge Mobile 
Sound & Security will give you the very best low price on Auto-
matic Car Starters, Alarms, Sterio and Speakers for your vehicle 
with a free price quote within minutes!
Check them out at 234 Monsignor O’Brien Hwy on the Cam-
bridge/Somerville line and tell them we sent you!
(617)876-3200

Noelle Salon Hair Extensions 
Boston

“Noelle Born Again” Hair Care Products
NoelleSalon.com

Hours:Tuesday-Friday: 9am-7pm, Saturday: 9am-6pm, Sunday: 10am-3pm by appointment only      
Call Now 781-324-9779

347 Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 02148

Like most of us, is your hair feel dry or perhaps it is damaged? Noelle Spinosa owner of NoelleSalon.com created her own line of hair care products which 
consist of shampoo/conditioner and a magical leave in treatment called “Noelle Born Again”. It took years to create her products and she formulated them 
herself. They are made with natural ingredients and you will be amazed as to how your hair feels when you use them. To purchase her product line visit:
https://www.amazon.com/Noelle-Shampoo-Conditioner-Treatment-Extensions/dp/B01NA83BZK/ref=sr_1_1_a_it?ie=UTF8&qid=1480723370&sr=8-
1&keywords=noelle+born+again
She also designed her own hair extension line, Noelle Crown Hair Extensions which apply in seconds with only 3 clips, fully adjustable and made of the best 
quality human hair.
https://www.amazon.com/Noelle-Extensions-Adjustable-Countours-Permanant/dp/B01I3DW418/ref=sr_1_1_a_it?ie=UTF8&qid=1480723655&sr=8-1&key
words=noelle%2Bcrown%2Bhair%2Bextensions&th=1
To reach Noelle call her at 781-324-9779 for more details.

Don’t settle for short or thinning hair! In no time at all you can have long, beautiful hair to compliment your unique style!
Noelle Salon is the industry leader in hair extensions, hair color and hair loss solutions in the greater Boston area with more than 35 years experience. We 
offer same day hair service from coloring and styles to a full hair integration system. We use the highest quality Remy Human Hair Extensions, and we create 
our own wiglet hair pieces. Our specially formulated hair-care product line called “Pure” is now available – created specifically for hair extensions and hair 
replacement pieces. 
We are a Transgender Friendly Salon
For fans of temporary hair extensions, we are proud to announce the launch of Noelle Crown Hair Extensions! 100% European human hair that can be applied 
in 30 seconds or less. Our patent-pending design makes it the easiest to wear yet most secure temporary hair extension available. 15 colors in wavy or straight 
texture that can be flat ironed, curled and styled anyway you’d like including a pony tail! Have the hair of your dreams any day – any time.

Continued from page 11

Update on the Administration’s proposed 
citywide zoning overhaul
The short story on this is that the current 
proposal has a better chance of approval 
than the 2015 version, but no vote will be 
taken until the fall, at the earliest.
We’ve already received considerable pubic 
feedback.  In March, many Aldermen held 
community meetings to hear the concerns 
of residents, including two meetings I 
hosted in Ward 5.  On April 3rd, over 200 
people attended a Public Hearing, at which 
scores of people spoke.   We’ve also have 
received quite a few emails on the zoning 
overhaul.
The BOA has since had several meetings 
to start working through the Administra-
tion’s proposal.  However, we won’t have 
sufficient time this spring to complete this 
(most of June will be taken up with con-
sideration of the FY 2019 City budget), so 
we’ll do what we can in May.  The current 
version will “time out” in July, and the Ad-
ministration will reintroduce something in 
the fall.  At that point there will be another 
Public Hearing and the BOA will take it 
up again.  It is my hope that we can make 
the necessary and desired improvements 
and pass a comprehensive zoning overhaul 
this year.

The biggest issue that has emerged so far is 
whether two-family houses in the neigh-
borhoods should be allowed to add a third 
unit.  The current draft would prohibit 
turning a two-family into a three-family in 
the NR (Neighborhood Residential) zone, 
which is most of the City’s neighborhoods.  
But many, many people have called for 
allowing the third unit. There have been 
a variety of interesting suggestions about 
what limitations or conditions should be 
put on the addition of a third unit.  For me 
to support it, it would have to be by special 
permit, which would allow neighbors to 
express concerns, opposition or support in 
a Public Hearing.  Under a special permit 
application, the Zoning Board of Appeals 
would have discretion as to whether to 
allow the third unit.  I am open-minded 
on this issue and am looking forward to 

the analysis and recommendations of the 
City Planning Department on how to best 
implement the addition of a third unit in 
the NR zone.  I am also interested in allow-
ing accessory units in garages and other 
freestanding structures, something that is 
prohibited both in the current zoning and 
in the Administration’s proposal, but which 
many people support.
Some Ward 5 residents are concerned 
about the height and bulk of buildings 
that would be allowed on major corridors, 
main streets like Broadway, Medford Street, 
Highland Avenue, etc., which abut homes 
in the neighborhoods behind them.  I am 
looking closely at the zoning for specific 
parcels on some main streets to make sure 
that what is allowed to be built there will 
not negatively impact neighbors behind 
those buildings.  If you have questions or 
concerns about your neighborhood, please 
contact me and share them with me.
At the Public Hearing, the “Zone Smart 
Somerville” group turned out a lot of 
people to speak in favor of striking the 
current limitation on no more than four 
unrelated individuals living in one dwelling 
unit.  (The Administration draft leaves this 
prohibition in place.)  The BOA has not 
yet discussed changing this provision, but 
I would be open to some limited initial 
changes, such as allowing an exemption 
by special permit for certain group living 
arrangements.  One example would be 
congregant housing for seniors.  Another, 
in this age of changing definitions of family 
and family arrangements, is to allow coop-
erative households, where the occupants 
sign an affidavit saying that they are a com-
munity — not just a collection of friends 
or renters trying to save money on rent 
— and where there is a limit to the number 
of parking stickers that could be issued to 
that unit, perhaps two.  For me to support 
these options, they would have to require 
a special permit to allow public input and 
discretion by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
Please let me know your thoughts on this 
issue if  you care about it.
Fields Master Plan, Draw 7 Park, and 
Conway field closure
The Administration has requested to pro-
vide an update on the Fields Master Plan, 
and I have been told by Alderman-at-Large 
Will Mbah, Chair of the Open Space, Envi-
ronment and Energy Committee, that this 
will occur on Wednesday, May 9, 6:30 PM 
at City Hall.  I am looking forward to the 
latest information about the athletic play-
ing fields in Somerville, including updates 
on fields that the state Department of Con-
servation and Recreation (DCR) controls, 
among them Draw 7 and Foss Park.
With the closure of Conway field, the 
shortage of playing fields, especially for 

youth sports, has gone from bad to worse.  
The many parents I know who are youth 
sports leaders and coaches are just beside 
themselves with worry about where their 
kids will be able to play, and about the 
quality and safety of some of our heavily-
used grass fields.  I look forward to hearing 
the Administration’s plan for accommodat-
ing the needs of Somerville youth sports 
leagues while Conway field is closed.
The Administration closed Conway 
because, “Soil testing conducted in 
preparation for the proposed renovation of 
Conway field has revealed contamination 
in the soil…Samples…identified contami-
nation including lead and PCBs, some of 
which exceeded regulatory limits…There 
will be further testing and the plan is for 
remediation to then take place.”  Of course, 
the closure of Conway field raises many 
questions and concerns, such as: Why were 
people — and especially children — play-
ing on a contaminated field for years?  I 
look forward to getting answers to these 
and other questions on May 9th.
DCR held a meeting in February to share 
proposed designs for redeveloping Draw 7 
Park, which is located on the Mystic River 
beyond Assembly Square, and is currently 
unusable.  The plans call for a synthetic turf 
athletic field, a concert venue, and in my 
opinion, way too much concrete, asphalt 
and rubber surfaces in the rest of the park.  
I have shared my opinion as public com-
ment with DCR (although the BOA has 
no authority over what happens at Draw 7, 
since it is a state-owned park) that a syn-
thetic turf field makes sense in this location 
and is desperately needed in Somerville. 
Other than that there should be as much 
pervious and natural green surfaces as pos-
sible.  Some people have described a vision 
of a river-edge park with natural features, 
open space along the river with native 
plants and grasses where people could walk 
and be by the water.  I like this vision and 
don’t see why it can’t be combined with an 
artificial turf field further in from the river.  
The idea of a concert venue in that location 
seems just ridiculous for many reasons.
I think the Fields Master Plan, developed 
by the City’s Park, Recreation and Som-
erstat Departments, is a well-thought-out 
blueprint for managing and redevelop-
ing our athletic fields.  While the Board 
of Aldermen does not have the power to 
approve or disapprove it (our role is to vote 
on funding for specific field redevelop-
ments, if requested by the Mayor), I believe 
it is a reasonable and balanced plan for 
providing sufficient playing fields for sports 
teams and athletes in the City, particularly 
for children and youth.  The Plan calls 
for synthetic turf fields in Conway, Draw 
7, and at the Healey School.  I support 

this Plan and believe that we need decent 
facilities for youth sports.  I also want a 
lot more natural green and open spaces in 
Somerville.
There has been significant opposition to 
development of synthetic turf fields in 
Somerville.  I have read thousands of pages 
of reports, scientific analyses, newspaper 
and magazine articles and other documents 
about artificial turf, pro and con.  I have 
listened to many hours of public testimony 
from passionate residents on both sides, 
and received hundreds of emails on this 
topic.  I have concluded that artificial turf 
is necessary in a City of four square miles 
with thousands of people who want to play 
sports on those fields.  I love grass but it 
simply cannot bear the wear and tear from 
the thousands of hours of play that each 
of our fields needs to satisfy the demand 
from our residents and remain a safe and 
playable surface.  (However, any artificial 
turf the City installs should have organic 
or inert infill and a pervious surface.)   I 
also believe we must and can get additional 
green and open spaces in Somerville for 
non-sports uses, and I am doing and will 
do everything I can to make that happen.
Construction in Ward 5: Cedar-Highland 
intersection closed for 2 more weeks; 
Green Line Extension (GLX) construction 
to begin soon
The construction on our streets just goes on 
and on and on…and will for a while.  The 
Cedar Street water and sewer project is fin-
ishing up with the intersection of Highland 
Ave and Cedar St to be closed weekdays 
from 7 – 3:30 until May 4th.  This is an 
inconvenience but the work is necessary to 
end the flooding that has plagued Cedar 
Street, Hall Avenue and Cedar Avenue.
From the GLX Project Team: “After years 
of community advocacy and planning, 
the GLX was given an official ‘Notice to 
Proceed’ in December 2017, and work is 
already underway with completion
expected by late 2021. The GLX contract 
team is currently mobilizing at each of the 
six station areas, and you will begin to see 
work happening in April around each of 
these station areas (Union Square, Wash-
ington Street, Gilman Square, Lowell Street, 
Ball Square, and College Ave. in Medford). 
Preliminary work throughout the month 
of April will include tree removal, digging 
test pits, and pest control. More significant 
construction is expected to begin in sum-
mer 2018. During the heavier construction, 
there may also be some night and weekend 
work. If you are signed up for updates, you 
will receive schedules and information as 
they become available. Whether or not you 
are signed up for the email updates, the 
City will notify you with 48 hours advance 
notice (when possible) of any planned work 

that will impact you outside of normal 
activities (such as excessive noise or night 
work)….To sign up for the GLX email list, 
visit www.greenlineextension.org.  Also, 
there is a GLX 24/7 Hotline: This is the best 
first stop for any questions or concerns. 
Email them at info@glxinfo.com, or call 
1-855-GLX-INFO.”

Upcoming events and meetings
Tomorrow, Saturday, April 21, is the City’s 
Spring Clean Up day from 10-12 in the 
morning.  I encourage you to come out to 
one of the seven locations, to help pick up 
garbage and beautify Somerville.  This is a 
great way to meet neighbors!  In Ward 5, 
we’ll be cleaning the woods by the parking 
lot at 114 Central Street (between Albion 
and Vernon Streets) and around Junction 
Park and Hoyt Sullivan Park.  There is 
also breakfast at the boathouse before 
and a barbeque lunch afterwards.  See for 
more info: https://www.facebook.com/
events/242532196290732/ 
Public Hearing on the condition of afford-
able housing units and whether there is an 
affordable housing emergency on Monday, 
April 30, 2018, at 6:30 p.m., in the Alder-
manic Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall.  The 
BOA Committee on Housing and Commu-
nity Development is seeking public input 
on the condition of affordable housing 
units in the City, and whether there is an 
affordable housing crisis that constitutes a 
public emergency.  All are invited to attend 
and to be heard.
The second Henry Hansen Park redesign 
meeting is on Tuesday, May 1, 6:30 PM at 
the Visiting Nurse Association, 3rd Floor 
Community Room, 259 Lowell Street.  The 
Commissioner of Veterans’ Services, Bryan 
Bishop and Ward 5 resident DJ Chagnon 
from CBA Landscape Architects will host 
the meeting. After getting public input 
at the first meeting, Mr. Chagnon will 
present a proposed redesign at this one.  
Unfortunately, I have another meeting at 
that time so won’t be able to attend.  For 
more information, contact Bryan Bishop at 
617-625-660 x4700 or veterans@somervil-
lema.gov.
The Board of Aldermen Committee on 
Open Space, Environment, and Energy will 
receive an update on the Fields Master Plan 
and will discuss related issues such as the 
Conway Park closure and progress on Draw 
7 Field development on Wednesday, May 9, 
6:30 PM in City Hall.  This is a public meet-
ing, not a public hearing, but the Chair may 
allow some members of the public to speak 
to share their concerns and opinions.

Mark Niedergang, Ward 5 Alderman
617 620-8033
http://www.markniedergang.com/

MARK NIEDERGANG, WARD 5 ALDERMAN:TRANSFER FEE NEW PLAN, ZONING 
OVERHAUL, FIELDS MASTER PLAN, CONSTRUCTION IN WARD 5
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The Somerville News 
Weekly Now has a 

“Drive-thru” on the 
Run

When you’re on the run and 
need a Somerville News Weekly 
simply drive down to the Broad-
way Sunoco Auto Service Center 
thats located at 258 Broadway in 
Somerville across the street from 

Foss Park and simply ask for 
your “Somerville News Weekly 

Print Edition Newspaper” with a 
friendly smile!

And don’t forget to get you ve-
hicle “Inspection Sticker!”
While you’re sitting back 
reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing min-
utes the good people of Broad-
way Sunoco will inspect your 
vehicle and have you on your 
way within minutes!
“We Have an App for that!”

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run
Locations Around The City To Pickup Your Somerville News Weekly When You Want One!

The Somerville News 
Weekly Now on the Run

When you’re on the run and 
need a Somerville News 

Weekly simply drive down to 
Jerry’s Liquor thats located at 
329 Somerville Ave and sim-
ply ask for your “Somerville 
News Weekly Print Edition 
Newspaper” with a friendly 

smile!
And don’t forget to check out 

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Pat’s Auto Body/Tech Auto Body

Stop in at Pat’s Auto Body/Tech Auto Body 

in Somerville and pick up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!

And while you’re there have them check your 
brakes and entire vehicle!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somer-
ville News Weekly for a few relaxing minutes 
the good people of Pat’s Auto Body and Me-
chanical will check your vehicle out and give 
you a free price quote within minutes!
Check them out at their new location 9 Union 
Square in Somerville!
Call at (617)628-7500 and tell them we sent 
you! New Address-9 Union SQ Somerville

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run at 

John’s Auto Sales

Stop in at John’s Auto Sales in 
Somerville and pick up your 
free copy of the Somerville 
News Weekly!
And while you’re there check 
out their wide selection of pre-
owned vehicles!
Financing available and Pre-
Approval” often only in 15 
minutes and as always it’s free!
Check them out at 181 Somer-
ville Ave in Somerville!
Call John’s at (617)628-5511 

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run at 
Wedgewood, Crane & 
Connolly Insurance

Stop in at Wedgewood, 
Crane & Connolly Ins
in Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back 
reading your Somerville 
News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good 
people of Wedgewood, 
Crane & Connolly Ins will 
give you the very best rate 
on your insurance with a free 
price quote within minutes!

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run 
at Nissenbaums Used 
Auto Parts Recyclers

Stop in at Nissen-
baums Used Auto 
Parts Recyclers in 
Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of 
the Somerville News 
Weekly!
While you’re there 
the good people of 
Nissenbaums Used 
Auto Parts Recyclers 
will give you the very 
best low price on any 
parts that you may need 
for your vehicle with a 
free price quote within 

More locations where
 you can pick up 

The Somerville News 
Weekly 

around the city on 
page 2

Somerville News Weekly can be found 
at Somerville City Hall,

Library and
Traffic & Parking

Get The Somerville 
News Weekly On 

The Run at the 
Sausage Wizard 

Now at Assembly 
Row!

Stop in and visit Dom 
the Italian Sausage 
Wizard located down 
at Assembly Square 
in Somerville who 
can be found outside 
Home Depot during 
the week and at As-
sembly Row on the 
weekends as well. Tell 
them that we sent you 
and while your there 
pick up your copy of 
The Somerville News 
Weekly!
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Great Hill Dental Partners  Somerville (617)764-3440

BEACON HILL ROLL CALL VOLUME 43 – REPORT NO. 16 APRIL 16-20, 2018
Continued from page 10

REPEAL ARCHAIC LAWS (H 950) – 
Abolishes some archaic laws that are 
still on the books in Massachusetts. 
These laws include prohibiting adul-
tery, anal sex, blasphemy and being a 
vagabond.

QUOTABLE QUOTES – All Quotes 
from Gov. Baker – Special Edition.

“State government is a very big 
enterprise. It’s $40 billion, it’s 40,000 
employees. The Executive Branch 
is a big place. Stuff that goes on on 
my watch belongs to me, and what 
I would hope people would do is 
respect the fact that I can’t possibly 
know everything about everything, 

but that once issues are raised we will 
do whatever we can to fix them and 
address them.”

On taking responsibility for the 
recent State Police scandals.

“We’ll need to hire new staff, pur-
chase new equipment and software, 
update computer systems, and in 
some cases build new lab space.”

On his estimate that the new criminal 
justice bill will cost the state $15 mil-
lion this year and up to $40 million 
next year.

“Well, 150,000 trips without a major 
incident and with eight very small 
and relatively minor ones – however, 

I will say that the issue that was raised 
in that report is a good one, and I’d 
like to see the Federal Rail Admin-
istration (FRA) give us, give Keolis, 
[the company that operates and 
maintains the MBTA’s commuter rail 
system] and give the T the authority 
to look at and to incorporate more 
information than they currently can 
into making decisions about who 
drives trains.”

On his request to the FRA asking for 
a change in federal rules to enable the 
Massachusetts passenger rail service 
to make greater use of its employees’ 
driving records when hiring. Baker 
was responding to a Boston Globe 
report that nearly 50 engineers have 
had their driver’s licenses suspended 

and about 110 engineers have driving 
records that experts say are cause for 
concern.

“I had the chance to meet former 
First Lady Barbara Bush on several 
occasions & also watched her interact 
with rooms full of people. Tons of 
grace & charm. Thank you for your 
service to our country. Rest in Peace.”

Posted by the governor on Facebook.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S 
SESSION? Beacon Hill Roll Call 
tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session 
each week. Many legislators say that 
legislative sessions are only one aspect 
of the Legislature’s job and that a lot 

of important work is done outside 
of the House and Senate chambers. 
They note that their jobs also involve 
committee work, research, constitu-
ent work and other matters that are 
important to their districts. Critics 
say that the Legislature does not 
meet regularly or long enough to 
debate and vote in public view on 
the thousands of pieces of legislation 
that have been filed. They note that 
the infrequency and brief length of 
sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a 
mad rush to act on dozens of bills in 
the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session.

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at 
bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

DECEPTIVE ORDINANCE ACCEPTABLE TO THE SOMERVILLE ALDERMEN?
Continued from front page

This is no small deception.  
This will dramatically reduce 
the property rights of every 
home-owner in this City…..
and citizens are just now hear-
ing the whistle blow, thanks to 
the whistle-blowing efforts of 
a handful of vigilant individu-
als.

This deception was first 
published in our April 3rd 
issue of The Somerville News 
Weekly, in which Dr. Mouhab 
Rizkallah wrote a letter to the 
Board of Alderman, request-
ing Ward meetings to expose 
the significant deceptions 

in the deceptively named 
“demolition” review ordinance 
(which has more power than 
controlling just demolition.  It 
controls construction rights).
According to Dr. Rizkallah, 
“Every single home over 75 
years old will be considered 
historic until deemed other-
wise.  That is the entire City!  
It is hard to imagine that all 
of Somerville will be under 
Historic protection?  It quietly 
steals the rights of every unas-
suming home-owner.  It is 
tyranny.

Many citizens have been call-
ing for each Ward Alderman 
to have a Ward meeting prior 
to a vote by the Board of Al-
derman.  Whistleblowers like 
Dr. Rizkallah want the Alder-

man to EACH have a meet-
ing in their ward, to properly 
inform their constituents that 
the demolition review ordi-
nance is deceptively named.  
It will not just control de-
molition.  It will also control 
by-right construction permits.  
Every property owner will 
lose significant rights.

Two weeks ago, the Ward 
Alderman were asked by mul-
tiple citizens to provide a date 
for a Ward meeting to expose 
this deceptive ordinance.  
They were informed that their 
willingness/responses would 
be published in this weeks’ 
Somerville News Weekly.

As promised, their response 
are below:

Ward 1:  Matthew McLaugh-
lin- No Response

Ward 2:  Jefferson T Scott- No 
Response

Ward 3:  Ben Ewen-Campen- 
No Response

Ward 4:  Jesse Clingan- No 
Response

Ward 5:  Mark Niedergang – 
No Response

Ward 6:  Lance Davis – No 
Response

Ward 7:  Katjana Ballantyne – 
Out of Town Autoresponse
Questions to Alderman:

* Why have you not respond-
ed?
* Do you want your constitu-
ents  
   to be deceived?

*Are you ok with unaware 
prop
 erty owners losing rights?

*Is this an intentional power 
grab 
 by the City?

*This is a public request to the 
Alderman:  

Alderman, please have a Ward 
meeting on this ordinance, so 
that it can be exposed as the 
“wolf in sheep’s clothing” that 
it actually is.  You owe it to 
your constituents!
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550 Pleasant St, 
Winthrop, MA 02152

 
(617) 846-5262

“Tell them 
We sent you!”

2018 Boat Slips  Available Atlantis Marine Winthrop Call Today!

Our condolences go out to the 
family and friends of James W. 
Stace on his passing.

Jim was a 50 year resident of 
Somerville as well as the former 
Director of Information Tech-
nology for the city of Somerville.
James W. Stace was a very nice 
man who will be sadly missed 
here in Somerville.

Obituary of James W. Stace
James W. Stace, 88 of Hamp-
stead, NH, died peacefully Mon-
day at the High Pointe Hospice 
House, Haverhill, MA with his 
wife Ellen and daughters Karen 
and Yvonne by his side.
Jim was born in Montreal, 
Canada, where he grew up, 
was educated and served in the 

Canadian Navy. At the age of 
26 he came to the United States. 
He was a resident of Hampstead 
for the past 13 years, formerly of 
Somerville, MA, where he lived 
for over 50 years.
Jim was the Director of Informa-
tion Technology for the city of 
Somerville, MA. He was a mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus 
in Cambridge, MA Council #74 
where he a third and fourth 
Degree and a Past Grand Knight. 
He was a member of the Profes-
sional Association of Informa-
tion Technology. He loved music 
and was a percussionist.
He was predeceased by his 

daughter Michelle L. Selfridge.
He is survived by his beloved 
wife Ellen L. (Roy) Stace of 
Hampstead, NH of over 61 years.
Daughters Karen A. and her 
husband Dennis Browne of San-
down, NH and Yvonne M. Stace 
of Mashpee, MA.
Sister: June C. Roy of Franklin, 
MA.
His six Grandchildren: Kristy 
Latour and her husband Gary, 
James Browne, Meghan Sullivan, 
Jared Selfridge, Ellen Sullivan 
and Jaime Sullivan.
Also three Great Grandchildren: 
Audrey Sullivan, Henry Latour 
and Michael Latour.

Friends and relatives are invited 
to calling hours on Saturday, 
April 21st from 10-11:30 AM 
at the Carrier Family Funeral 
Home, 38 Range Rd, Windham, 
NH. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will follow at 12 Noon at St. Mat-
thew’s Church, Windham, NH. 
Cremation will follow.
In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to: The Jimmy Fund, 
Dana Farber, 10 Brookline Pl, 
Brookline, MA 02445

For directions or to send a mes-
sage of condolence to the family, 
please view the obituary at www.
carrierfuneralhome.com

SOMERVILLE REMEMBERING JAMES W. STACE

Program open to Somerville 
youth ages 16 and older. Em-
ployment opportunities avail-
able in City departments and 
with local business partners.

SOMERVILLE – Attention 

Somerville Youth! The Mayor’s 
Summer Jobs Program will 
be accepting applications for 
summer 2018 starting Monday, 
April 2. Through the an-
nual program, more than 100 
Somerville teens will be placed 
within City departments as 
well as with private business 
partners in Somerville. Eligible 
students must be Somerville 
residents, enrolled in high 
school, and at least 16 years of 
age. Limited opportunities are 
available for youth that are at 
least 15 years of age with the 
Department of Recreation.

Applications are due Friday, 
April 20, at 12:30 p.m., and can 
be picked up at the Person-
nel Department in City Hall, 
93 Highland Ave. Due to high 
demand late applications will 
not be accepted. Completed 
applications should also be 
submitted to the Personnel 
Department.
Interviews for all applicants 
will be April 30 through May 4, 
and selected youth must com-
plete an orientation prior to 
the beginning of the program. 
Summer jobs require ap-
proximately 20 hours per week, 

though actual schedules will 
vary by employer.
If you have any questions or 
would like additional infor-
mation, contact Community 
Services Manager Christopher 
Hosman, at 617-625-6600 ext. 
2406 or CHosman@somervil-
lema.gov.
The City of Somerville is an 
affirmative action/equal op-
portunity employer and does 
not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, sex, religion, age, 
national origin, disability or 
any other protected category. 
Women, minorities, veterans, 

and persons with disabilities 
are encouraged to apply.

 Individuals with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective communi-
cation, written materials in al-
ternative formats, or reasonable 
modifications in policies and 
procedures, in order to access 
the programs and activities of 
the City of Somerville or to at-
tend meetings, should contact 
the City’s ADA Coordinator, 
Nency Salamoun, at 617-625-
6600 x2323 or NSalamoun@
somervillema.gov.

APPLICATIONS FOR MAYOR’S SUMMER JOBS PROGRAM AVAILABLE APRIL 2

FY18 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT AFFORDABLE HOUSING FUNDING 
APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE: DEADLINE MAY 23, 2018

Somerville Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund now accepting 
proposals in two categories: 
Rental assistance programs or 
development projects creating 
affordable housing units
SOMERVILLE – The Somer-
ville Affordable Housing Trust 
(SAHT) invites local residents, 
organizations, and businesses 
to submit applications for the 
funding of eligible affordable 
housing programs or projects 
via its annual distribution 

of Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) funds.  A total of 
$1,200,402 in fiscal year 2018 
CPA funds have been designat-
ed by the Somerville Commu-
nity Preservation Committee 
for allocation by the Affordable 
Housing Trust to benefit resi-
dents of Somerville. These CPA 
Community Housing funds are 
available through two com-
petitive Request for Proposals 
(RFP) processes to provide 
funding for:

1)      The creation, acquisition 
or preservation of affordable 
rental or home-ownership 
units in Somerville by develop-
ers of affordable housing.
2)      The support of affordable 

housing in Somerville by hous-
ing program providers (rental 
assistance programs, etc.).
The submission deadline for 
proposals is Wednesday, May 
23, at 10 a.m. for Programs, 
and Thursday, May 24, at 10 
a.m. for Development Projects. 
 The RFP documents are 
available for download at the 
City of Somerville’s website 
at http://www.somervillema.
gov/departments/affordable-
housing-trust-fund by clicking 
on “Funding and Opportuni-
ties”. More information about 
eligible uses and funding 
priorities is available in pages 
1-2 of each of the RFPs.
Via a separate funding process 
with a pre-application submis-

sion deadline of May 17, up 
to $2.3 million in CPA funds 
is also available for projects 
that preserve Somerville’s 
historic resources and expand 
and improve Somerville parks 
and recreation land, including 
$710,000 earmarked for open 
space acquisition.  For more 
information, please visit www.
somervillema.gov/cpa.

Questions about these RFPs 
can be directed to Heidi Bur-
bidge, Housing Programs Co-
ordinator, City of Somerville, 
(617) 625-6600 x2587 or by 
email at hburbidge@somervil-
lema.gov.

For more information on the 

CPA, sign up for the CPA 
Email Newsletter by visiting 
the City’s website at www.
somervillema.gov/cpa and 
clicking “Sign Up Now for CPA 
News” at the right-hand side of 
the page.
Individuals with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective commu-
nication, written materials in 
alternative formats, or reason-
able modifications in policies 
and procedures, in order to 
access the programs and activi-
ties of the City of Somerville 
or to attend meetings, should 
contact the City’s ADA Coor-
dinator, Nency Salamoun, at 
NSalamoun@somervillema.gov 
or 617-625-6600 ext. 2323.

The arrival of spring marks 
the beginning of construction 
season, which has its pros 
and cons. The biggest pro is 
that once work is done, the 
City has an improved road, 
sidewalk, sewer pipe, park, etc. 
On the con side, construction 

can cause temporary incon-
veniences for residents and 
businesses. So, as this year’s 
construction season begins 
we want to ask your help in 
supporting local businesses 
impacted by construction.
Right now businesses around 
the Highland Avenue/Cedar 

Street intersection closure 
could use some love, and don’t 
forget your favorite busi-
nesses along Beacon Street and 
Somerville Avenue as those 
projects get going later in the 
season.

DON’T FORGET LOCAL BUSINESSES DURING CONSTRUCTION
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“The Somerville News Weekly 
2017 Best of the Best of Somerville Awards”

Somerville News Weekly Reader’s Favorite #1 Somerville Choice In Each Category
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