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Newstalk Shout Out Weekly

Here’s Your Locations Where You Can Pick Up 
Your Copy of The Somerville News Weekly 

The Somerville News Weekly Print edition that comes out every Tuesday and can be 
found weekly in the bright red Somerville News boxes located at the following loca-
tions across the Ville: Union Sq. Post Office, Dunkin Donuts Magoun Sq/Dunkin 
Donuts Somerville Ave (across rink)/Dunkin Donuts Broadway at McGrath Hwy/ 
Dunkin Donuts Middlesex Ave, Dunkin Donuts Twin City Plaza, Clairton Hill 
Bus stop, In the red news box across from Victor’s Deli & Ball Square Cafe in Ball 
Square, Winter Hill Post Office and Davis Square in  front of Mike’s Restaurant. The 
paper can also be found at all municipal buildings including Somerville City Hall, 
Traffic & Parking and all Council of Ageing Buildings, All Winter Hill Banks, Pats 
Auto Body Linwood Street, Nissenbaum’s Auto Parts, Cambridge Portugese Credit 
Union, Century Bank, Lotus Express, Brady Towers, Claidon Hill Apartments, 
Cobble Hill Apparetments, Murphy Florist Highland Ave, The Armory, Quick Mart 
Highland Ave, Somerville High, & Eleven next to Trum Field, 350 Foodmart, Jer-
rys Liquors, The Book Shop Broadway, West 7 Bistro Broadway, Somerville Credit 
Union, The Arts at the Armory Highland Ave, Most Senior Apartment Buildings, 
Somerville Police Station, Wedgewood Crane & Connolly Ins Agency Davis Square, 
Leone’s Pizza on Broadway,  Angelina’s Sub Shop on Holland Street, Vinnie’s Su-
perette on Broadway ,Cambridge Mobile Sound 234 Monsignor O’Brien Highway, 
Somerville Computers, Vinnie’s Superette, Broadway Sunoco, MT Pleasant Apts 
70 Perkins St,Sovereign Bank Broadway, Properzi Manor 13-25 Warren Avenue. 
Properzi Manor, Winter Hill Bakery, 240 Pearl Street Apartments, Mount Pleas-
ant Apartments 70 Perkins Street, Joe’s Liquor Store on Broadway, Patsy’s Pastry on 
Broadway ,Dunkin Donuts Powderhouse and in just about every little store in and 
around the Ville! If you want your store location to be listed here as well on where 
to find The Somerville News Weekly, simply just call Billy Tauro at 1(888)625-2706 
or email him at  Wmtauro@Bostonnewsgroup.com and we will  add you to our ever 
growing popular list of pick-up-locations across the Ville.

____________________________________________________

Here’s Your Weekly Dosage of 
Newstalk Shout Out Loud

Good News, our print editions are expanding into not just Somerville but also into 
Medford, Malden, Everett, Arlington, Cambridge , Woburn and all of Boston! 
It has been a long time in the making and we are proud to finally introduce seven new 
local print editions of sister news stations to our Somerville News Weekly family! 
Along with “THE SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY”, our new weekly newspaper 
print editions are here and will be widely distributed within those cities and towns in 
the Metro Boston Area. 

More Newstalk Shout Out continued to page 9

The Somerville News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY 

TUESDAY”
Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143

Physical Walk-in Address by appointment only: 86 Joy Street, 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsco@aol.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Toll Free:1(888)625-2706
Local: (617)293-2016

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Publisher- William B. Tauro
Co-Publisher- Marisa Tauro

Advertising Director- Lisamarie Tauro
Distribution Manager- Patrick Tauro

Advertise Your “LEGAL NOTICES” With
Us by calling (617)293-2016

Check Out Two New
 Exclusive Police & Fire

Departments Series
Only on Bostonnewsgroup.com & Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 
Winter Hill Bank

Stop in at any one of four Winter Hill Bank locations in Somer-
ville and pick up your free copy of the Somerville News Weekly!

And while you’re there, don’t forget to ask about the bank’s easy 
online mortgage and pre-approval process.

Winter Hill Bank* Winter Hill Loan Center *Davis Square * 

Advertise With Us Today with Full Color 
Ads for Pennies-a-Day! 
Be Billed & Pay Later!

Somerville News Weekly Proudly Supports

This Saturday’s 9th Annual Dinner Dance

Saturday December 6th 6-10pm Somerville Holiday Inn 
30 Washington Street Somerville

Entertainment * Dinner *Raffels * Silent Auction
($20 Donation per person)

Decking The Hall In Somerville

Photo by Frank Santangelo

Somerville DPW workers installed the traditional big wreath on city 
hall this past weekend.

Thank You Somerville for Making 
The Somerville News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!

We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date 
with Somerville News!
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SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY’S SOMERVILLE POLICE ARRESTS/CRIMES OF THE WEEK

                  The Somerville News Weekly

Somerville Police Arrest Log / REAL LIFE POLICE STORIES!

Obama’s amnesty: There is a method to his tantrums
                                                            By Neil W. McCabe

The transformation of 
America continues here 
in the Age of Obama with 
his newest innovation, the 
amnesty for five million 
illegal aliens.
In the final days of this 
horrific session of Con-
gress, President Barack 
Obama simple gave up.
The man who was sup-
posed to bring Red and 
Blue together, once again 
took a pass at cutting a 
deal, and instead blamed 
everyone else.
After whining and stomp-
ing his feet, our spoiled-
only-child leader, went 
ahead and granted legal 
status to a ton of folks 
here that a ton more folks 

do not want here.
Stop and consider the 
president’s logic. He fails 
to convince Congress to 
give him what he wants, 
so he has no choice but 
to do it anyway. Then, he 
turns around and blames 
Congress.
It is a frontal assault on 
the Constitution and the 
constitutional understand-
ing among Americans that 
we are all bound by the 
same rules and process.
Obama loses, get frus-
trated and decreed that 
he is not bound by the 
same restraints as were 
other presidents and other 
citizens.
It should surprise no one 
Obama simple made up 
that President George 
H.W. Bush granted am-
nesty to 1.5 million illegals 
in his justification. The 
Washington Post fact 
checker gave the claim 
four out of four pin-
nochios—long after the 
president’s choir in the 
media put it out as fact.

This is the most thor-
oughly dishonest admin-
stration since Franklin D. 
Roosevelt.
Of course, it is galling to 
regular Americans to hear 
liberal plead for mercy for 
the illegals. By now every-
one realizes that liberals 
depend on illegals to serve 
as their nannies, landscap-
ers and dishwashers.
There are no poor liberals. 
Like polo or racing yachts, 
it is an expensive and 
time-consuming lifestyle 
choice.
For that matter, the actual 
poor, are not thrilled with 
the prospect of more low-
wage, low-skill workers 
flooding in. Nor, are col-
lege graduates, facing tens 
of thousands of dollars in 
student loans happy about 
all those foreign engi-
neers, lawyers and doctors 
about to take their jobs.
The bottom line to all 
of this is that Obama’s 
amnesty for illegal aliens 
is not just outside he legal 
authority, but it is also a 

mistake.
It is a mistake the presi-
dent may or may not be 
aware of, but there is no 
doubt that as with the suf-
fering caused by his other 
policies, he is deaf to the 
pain of his victims.
But, not everyone has suf-
fered under Obama. The 
green energy barons have 
tagged the Treasury out of 
billions of dollars for their 
phony wind mills and 
worthless solar ranchs. 
Government workers have 
continued to enjoyed iron-
clad job security, raises 
and bonuses, as if there 
was no economic down-
turn at all.
In the end, the amnesty 
will benefit the Democrat-
ic Party. No one belongs to 
the Democratic Party, who 
does not have to belong to 
the Democratic Party to 
protect their government 
faucet. Feeding off the 
taxpayers is the one thing 
that unifies Democrats 
and it is the reason that 
Republicans will allows 

lose if they play the greed 
card. No one outbids the 
Democrats.
The millions of new voters 
waved in will become the 
next wave of Americans 
on the dole and the next 
backbone of the Demo-
cratic coalition.
Refreshing, is it not?11/25/2014 09:38:59
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Delarosa arrest age 38

On November 29th 

2014, I, Detective Kevin 
Shackelford along with 
Detectives Ariel Col-
lazo and Detective James 
Hyde were working plain 
clothes in an undercover 
capacity as, Narcotics 
Detectives.
At approximately 
10:00am, I along with 
Detective Ariel Collazo 
had initiated surveillance 
in the Home Depot park-
ing located at Mystic Ave. 
Somerville. This area has 
been a known narcotics 
“hot spot” and has been 
the focus of prior narcot-
ics related investigations 
(surveillance) which have 
resulted in numerous ar-
rests. There has also been 
several Heroin related 
overdoses in parked mo-
tor vehicles in the past.
Upon initiating sur-
veillance, I immedi-
ately noticed a white Kia 
Sorento Massachusetts 
Registration parked away 
from the front doors to 
the Home Depot close to 
the entrance from Mystic 
Ave. (I noted at this time 

half the lot was pretty 
empty and numerous 
parking spaces were avail-
able closer to the front 
doors). The vehicle was 
occupied by two white 
females and the driver 
was on the cellular phone 
constantly looking back 
over her shoulder and in 
her side view mirror. The 
operator’s behavior was 
consistent with the antici-
pation of expected arrival 
of another individual.
At 10:15am, I observed a 
blue Chrysler van Mas-
sachusetts Registration 
pull into the Home Depot 
parking lot from the Mys-
tic Ave. entrance and the 
operator was looking in 
the direction of the white 
Kia Sorento. It appeared 
the operator slowed down 
to make eye contact with 
the occupants of the 
white Kia. When the blue 
Chrysler van passed the 
white Kia, the Kia imme-
diately pulled out and fol-
lowed the blue Chrysler. I

Continued to page 7

REAL LIFE SOMERVILLE POLICE STORIES  SPD Arrest Log  Nov 18th Nov 30th

Kiwanis Toys for Tots Tri-Club Meeting

The Somerville Kiwanis Club is holding its annual Tri-Club Toys for Tots 
Luncheon on Thursday, December 18th, 12:00 P.M. at the Mount Vernon 
Restaurant. The Kiwanis invite members of the Somerville Lions Club and 
the Somerville Rotary Club to join them.
We appreciate your efforts to get the word out to your members. The US 
Marines will be in attendance and we ask all attendees to bring a toy.

Best regards,
Tony Ciccariello
President
Somerville Kiwanis Club

Community Note: Parkmobile App 
Launched This Past Mon., Nov. 24

Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Director of Traffic and Park-
ing Suzanne Rinfret, and Parkmobile on Monday, Nov. 24  
launched the latest parking technology in Somerville with 
Parkmobile’s smart phone app. The official launch ceremony 
was held at 9:30 a.m. on Meacham Rd. in Davis 
Sq., adjacent to Seven Hills Park and the Davis Sq. T station.
Beginning the week of Nov. 24, drivers in Somerville will 
be able to pay for parking at every metered space in the city 
by using Parkmobile’s smartphone app available for iPhone, 
Android, Windows and Blackberry phones, or by calling a 
toll-free number from any phone (no smartphone needed). 
Somerville will be the first city in the metro Boston area to 
offer this convenience through Parkmobile.

Ki-
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SPD Arrest continued 
from page 4

appeared the operator 
slowed down to make 
eye contact with the oc-
cupants of the white Kia. 
When the blue Chrysler 
van passed the white 
Kia, the Kia immediately 
pulled out and followed 
the blue Chrysler. I 
queried the status of the 
blue Chrysler Van Mas-
sachusetts Registration 
on my mobile leaps data 
terminal. The vehicle was 
registered to a male from 
Roslindale. According 
to MA Criminal History 
(BOP), the registered 
owner, had prior drug 
arrest for distribute/dis-
pense Class B.
The two vehicles traveled 
approximately two-three 
lanes and parked next to 
each other. Detective Col-
lazo observed the operator 
of the white Kia, later be 
identified as, Mrs. Dawn 
DeRosa)exit and enter the 
front passenger side of the 
blue Chrysler van. Detec-
tive Collazo then observed 
Mrs. Dawn DeRosa and 
the operator, later to be 
identified as, Mr. Eduardo 
Elias-Lynn. After this brief 
interaction, Mrs. DeRosa 
exited the blue van and 
proceeded back to the 
white Kia (interaction 
lasted approximately 10-
15 seconds). When Mrs. 
DeRosa was walking back 
to her vehicle, I observed 
her left hand reaching into 
her jacket pocket as if she 
was placing something in 
her pocket.
Based on our observa-
tions (to include informa-
tion obtained via Leaps), 
training, experience, and 
this known location, we 
believed this “quick” meet 
to be consistent with 

how street level narcotics 
transactions are some-
times conducted. I would 
like to point out that 
the act of having a “pur-
chaser” follow a narcotics 
“distributor” is a common 
counter surveillance tactic 
utilized by drug distribu-
tors to ensure they are 
not being followed by law 
enforcement.
Upon our approach, I 
proceeded directly to Mrs. 
Dawn DeRosa who was 
near her driver’s door. 
With my badge displayed, 
I asked if she wanted to 
hand over what she just 
purchased. Mrs. Dawn 
DeRosa then immediately 
took her left hand out of 
her pocket and handed 
me two clear plastic bags. 
One containing brown-
ish powder, based on my 
training and experience 
I believed this substance 
to be Heroin, a Class “A” 
Controlled Substance 
and one containing white 
powder, based on my 
training and experience 
I believed this substance 
to be Cocaine, a Class “B” 
Controlled Substance.
Detective Collazo ap-
proached the operator of 
the blue van and the pas-
senger of the white Kia. 
When Detective Collazo 
got closer to the driver’s 
door, he observed another 
individual attempting to 
hide in the back seat of 
the blue van. Detective 
Collazo opened the rear 
passenger door (drivers 
side) and gave several 
verbal commands. This 
individual then opened 
the door and fled out the 
passenger side. Detective 
Collazo then gave engaged 
in a foot pursuit. While in 
pursuit, this individual ap-
peared to be attempting to 
place items into his mouth 

as he was looking back to-
wards Detective Collazo. 
Detective Collazo recov-
ered 4 clear plastic bags 
containing white powder 
believed to be “Cocaine” 
a Class “B” Controlled 
Substance and $200 in 
U.S. Currency dropped by 
this individual. Detective 
Collazo stopped to recov-
er evidence and lost sight 
of the individual as he ran 
west onto Mystic Ave.
Detective Collazo then 
identified the passenger 
Mrs. Mallory DeRosa. 
Detective Collazo also 
provided everyone their 
Miranda warnings. Dur-
ing a search of the blue 
Chrysler van, Detective 
Collazo located a black 
bag containing a wallet 
with an identification for 
a Mr. Wilfredo Gonzalez 
and $104 in U.S. Cur-
rency. Detective Collazo 
positively identified Mr. 
Gonzalez as the individual 
who fled from the vehicle. 
According to Mr. Elias-
Lynn, the black bag De-
tective Collazo discovered 
belongs to the individual 
who fled from the vehicle. 
Also in the black bag was 
$147 in U.S. Currency. 
Detective Collazo further 
discovered, two cellular 
phones inside the vehicle. 
1 Blackberry located rear 
back seat next to Wilfredo 
Gonzalez and 1 black 
Samsung discovered in 
the center console.
Mrs. Dawn DeRosa was 
placed under arrest for 
possession of Heroin, 
a Class “A” Controlled 
Substance, possession 
of Cocaine, a Class “B” 
Controlled Substance and 
Conspiracy to Violate the 
Narcotics Laws. Mrs. Mal-
lory DeRosa was placed 
under arrest for conspira-
cy to violate the narcotics 

laws. Mr. Elias-Lynn was 
placed under arrest for 
distribution of Heroin, 
a Class “A” Controlled 
Substance, distribution 
of Cocaine, a Class “B” 
Controlled Substance and 
Conspiracy to Violate the 
Narcotics Laws. All three 
defendants were trans-
ported to the Somerville 
Police Station.I will be 
applying for an arrest war-
rant for Mr. Gonzalez.
After the booking process 
was completed, Mr. Elias-
Lynn’s finger prints stated 
that he was utilizing an 
alias and was not truth-
ful with his information. 
Officer Thomas Garner 
conducted a thorough 
investigation via several 
departments and revealed 
his true identity and will 
be filing a supplemental 
report. Mr. Elias-Lynn’s 
true name we believe at 
this time is, Carlos DeLar-
osa Mr. DeLarosa will also 
be charged with providing 
a false name at booking.
____________________

Smith-Lartey arrest age 22

On the above time and 
date I was assigned to 
marked unit East 3. While 
on a high visual directed 
patrol at the intersection 
of Highland Ave and 
Central Street, Which is 
a public way in the city of 
Somerville, I observed Ra-
kim Smith-Lartey operat-
ing a black Nissan Altima 
Traveling east bound on 
Highland Ave. I then que-
ried Rakim Smith Lartey 
information by using the 
MDT located in my cruis-
er. Rakim Status came 

back with a Suspended 
MA drivers license and 
a active warrant for his 
arrest, which Somerville 
Control confirmed.
I then activated my 
emergency light and 
sirens to stop the MV at 
54 Highland Ave, I then 
approached Rakim, and 
explained the reason for 
the stop. Rakim was then 
asked to step out of the 
vehicle where he was 
placed under arrest with-
out incident. While doing 
a inventory search, East 
2 (officer Ramirez), who 
arrived on scene as back 
up, located a black folding 
knife, which is in viola-
tion of a city ordinance 
in Rakim jacket pocket. 
Rakim was then issued 
citation # R5390069, and 
his vehicle was towed via 
Pats Tow. Rakim was then 
transported to Somerville 
Police Headquarters.
_______________

Costello arrest age 33

On the above time and date 
while assigned to marked 
unit East 2, I along with East 
3 (Officer Pasqualino and 
Officer Lorenti) responded 
to 88 Beacon Street, Which 
is a public way in the city 
of Somerville for the report 
of a motor vehicle accident. 
Upon arrival, I observed a 
grey Honda Civic which had 
its passenger side front axle 
broken along with damage 
to the passenger side front 
fender on the side of the 
road and I also observed a 
maroon Pontiac minivan 
, which was parked legally 
with damage to the driver’s 
side rear. I was then ap-
proached

Continued to page 14

Real Life Somerville Police Stories 

Read Us Online at: www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

Mount Vernon 
Restaurant & Pub

14 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 666-3830

    Hours: Monday 8:00 am – 10:00 pm

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Tel (617)666-5692
Tel (617)666-0448

Email:
Somercom@hotmail.com

________________________________________________

Consertos
Upgrades
Network

Computadores
Sob Medida
Para Voce

Somerville Computers
238 Somerville Ave

Somerville MA 02143
Sales & Service New and Used

Computers Repaired PC’s and Mac’s

By William Tauro

Somerville’s Ward 2 Alderman Maryann Heuston is doing a fantastic job in her ward and we hope that her work continues to spread throughout 
the city!

Maryann Heuston is a woman with deep roots in our neighborhood and a vision for our future. As a life-long resident of Ward 2, she understands 
the issues that are most important to us-Traffic and Parking, Affordable Housing, Crime Prevention and Union Square Development.

Maryann as you know is a very busy person here in Somerville but she still continuously finds the time to get involved with many local charities 
across the city and she is constantly helping people that are in need!

We here at the Somerville News Weekly salute you for everything that you do to make Somerville a better place. 
Congratulations!

The Somerville News Weekly’s Special Person Of The Week 
 Maryann Heuston
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Business Directory
            Instant Shoe Repair

(617)628-7065

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

Marco’s Towing
(617)417-2846

Serving The Greater Boston Area
New Accounts Always Welcome

Complete Service Calls
Jump Starts *Lock Outs*Flat Tires* 

We Buy Unwanted Cars

CARROLL    
SONS INC

ROOF & GUTTER

1(800)734-8334
                (617)625-8334
                 (617)868-2673 
            fax(617)868-4102

*Rubber/ Shingle / Slate *
* Seamless Gutters *

* Replacement Windows *
* Siding / Trim Coverage *

* Decks & Porches * Carpentry *
* Painting * Chimneys *

60-64 MEDFORD STREET, 
SOMERVILLE MA 02143

* FINANCING AVAILABLE * 
* LICENSED * FULLY INSURED *

* ESTABLISHED 1962 *

631 
Somerville 

Avenue 
Somerville 

MA 
02143

Richard G. Di Girolamo 

Anne M. Vigorito
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Criminal Defense
Civil Litigation
Personal Injury
Family Law
Real Estate Law
Zoning

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air Coditioning
 Office (617)625-0386 

Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

Somerville Auto Service
57 Warren Street

Somerville
(617)492-9028

You Are Invited!
Election Fundraiser for Mark Niedergang 

Thursday, December 4th

More Newstalk Shout Out 
continued from page 2
Here is your weekly dosage of 
News Talk Shout Out!
_________________________
Many Villens celibrating with 
birthday parties going on in the 
Ville this week! Happy Birthday 
to James Veneziano, Skip Murray, 
Matthew DiBenedetto, Dani-
elle Connell, Peter Forcellese, 
John J Alberts, Lee Anderson, 
Joanne Montalto Keefe, Kathleen 
Bereznoski, Estee Vered, Peter 
Anthony, All NeezeEverything, 
Michelle Almas Sousa and Dar-
lene Pefine
__________________________
We’ve sent you our “Favorite Pho-
tos!” We’ve delivered you our “Spe-
cial Persons of the Week!”
We’ve raised your eyebrows with our 
popular “Neil McCabe Editorials!”
and
We’ve bombarded you with some of 
Jamie’s hair raising “Reality Bites!”
And now The Somerville News 
Weekly introduces it’s new column,
“The Village Idiot!”
Every week, with your help, we will 
elect a person who will be worthy 
enough to hold the weekly title of 
“The Village Idiot” with some every-
day idiotic things that people just do 
in and around the Ville and beyond!
Send your weekly choices to:
Bostonnewsgroup@aol.com or call 
(617)293-2016
“All communications and contacts 
are kept strictly confidential and 
discrete!”
So let us know why you chose that 
certain idiot to be “The Village Idiot 
of the Week!”
____________________________
Fund Raiser For Alderman Matt 
McLaughlin Wednesday, De-
cember 10th at 6:00pm at Casey’s 

Bar 173 Broadway, Somerville, 
Massachusetts 02145. Matt has 
been fighting hard for the people 
of East Somerville. So much so 
that he has’ not had a fund raiser. 
Please attend and donate so that 
he can continue to represent the 
people who need it most.
__________________________
HOLIDAY EVENTS SCHEDULE 
ANNOUNCED FOR 2014 IN SOMER-
VILLE
Somerville’s popular and festive holi-
day celebrations will return in De-
cember 2014, including the annual 
Christmas Treelighting at City Hall 
on Thursday, Dec. 4, and the Somer-
ville Arts Council’s Illuminations 
Tours on Saturday, Dec. 13. Mayor 
Curtatone and other City officials 
will also participate in a ceremonial 
Menorah lighting on the evening of 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, in honor of the first 
day of Hanukkah.
The tree lighting ceremony will take 
start at 5:30 p.m. on Dec. 4 on the 
City Hall Concourse, followed by 
a meet and greet with Santa Claus 
in the Somerville High School 
Highlander Café (atrium entrance). 
Santa Claus will be escorted by the 
Somerville Fire Department for the 
ceremony and will be available for 
photos following the tree lighting. 
All children attending the ceremony 
will also receive a gift from Santa. 
Live entertainment for the event will 
feature: the Somerville High School 
Band and Orchestra; the Somerville 
Community Chorus; and El Sistema 
Somerville. Refreshments will be 
served at SHS. On Saturday, Dec. 13, 
residents and visitors are invited to 
the Somerville Arts Council’s Illumi-
nations beginning at 4:30 p.m. The 
popular tour takes attendees aboard 
trolleys across the City to discover 
some of the most brightly decorated 
homes throughout the City for the 
holiday season.Tours depart from 

the City Hall Concourse every 45 
minutes. Refreshments, choral music 
and craft activities will be available 
inside City Hall. Residents interested 
in having their homes featured on 
the tour should contact the Somer-
ville Arts Council at 617-625-6600 
ext 2985 byWed., Dec. 3.  
Trolley Tour tickets will be avail-
able at the Blue Cloud Gallery, 713 
Broadway, beginning Sunday, Nov. 
30. Tickets are $10.00 for adults and 
$5.00 for children and seniors. For 
more information, visitwww.somer-
villeartscouncil.org. For more infor-
mation on the City’s holiday events, 
please contact Nancy Aylward at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2100.
_____________________
Somerville Chamber of Commerce 
Business After Hours

5-7PM, Thursday, December 4, 2014
Please join us at the Chamber’s 
special holiday Business After Hours. 
This is an excellent networking event 
featuring free appetizers and a free 
business card drawing with cash 
bar. Guests are welcome to bring 
unwrapped Toys for Local Children. 
Sponsored by Bonney Automo-
tive and the Law Offices of Isaac 
M. Machado. Hosted by Somerville 
Chamber of Commerce Business 
After Hours Chair Dana Iacopucci of 
Cubby Oil & Energy.
__________________________
Be a Part of Something Big, Join the 
Somerville Lions Club 

Bring a Friend and Join!
and Learn more about the world’s 
largest service organization. When 
it comes to meeting challenges, 
our response is simple: We serve. 
Our volunteer projects unite Lions 
around the community. And our 
pride is unconditional. We aren’t 
limited by continents or restricted to 
certain causes. Lions help wherever, 

whenever and however we can. For 
more infomation email President 
Billy Tauro at:
 Wmtauro@aol.com We meet every 
1st & 3rd Tuesdasy of each month 
at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in 
Somerville at 6:15pm Dinner Mem-
bers $5.00/ Non Members $15.00
___________________________
Election Fundraiser for Alderman 
Mark Niedergang Thursday, Decem-
ber 4th from 6:00-8:00pm at Daddy 
Jones Bar located at 525 Medford 
Street in Somerville.
_________________________
Dont forget the Toys for Local Chil-
dren TLC Christmas Party Event
Saturday December 6th 6-10pm 
Somerville Holiday Inn 30 Washing-
ton Street Somerville
Entertainment diner  raffels silent 
auction ($20 Donation per person)
________________________
.Place Your Ad Here for Only

$25 per week
Call Billy Tauro
1(888)625-2706

or Email:
 Wmtauro@bostonnewgroup.com

Advertise in the Somerville 
News Weekly 

with display ads at low price specials!

Check out our low print edition
 specials with 

prices at 50% off!
and be seen by thousands daily!

(Deadlines Monday for Tuesday print)

Try us out for pennies a day!

The Somerville News Weekly Newstalk Shout Out continued from page 2

Ward 1 Community Council:
 Opiate abuse

On the first Saturday of every month, Ward 1 Alderman Matthew 
McLaughlin hosts a Community Council meeting to 
give a voice to residents. The subjects vary every month. The next 
Ward 1 Community Council meeting will be Saturday, December 
6, 3pm at 165 Broadway. This month’s topic will be opiate abuse, a 
subject that affects everyone in this community directly and indi-
rectly. McLaughlin will host a community dialog where neighbors 
will discuss what we as a city and community can do better to 
address this problem. McLaughlin will bring these findings to the 
city and suggest changes or improvements to address the problem. 
Anyone is welcome to attend, but Ward 1 residents are strongly 
encouraged.
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Beacon Hill Roll Call

Patricia D. Jehlen
Senator
D Somerville
State House
Room 513
Boston, MA 02133
Phone: 617-722-1578
Fax: 617-722-1117

Timoty Toomey
Rep
D Cambridge-Somerville
State House
Room 238
Boston, MA 02133
Phone: 617-722-2380
Fax: 617-626-0668
Email:Timothy.Toomey@
mahouse.gov

Christine Barber
Rep
D Medford-Somerville
State House
Room 472

Denice Provost
Rep
D Somerville
State House
Room 473B
Boston, MA 02133
Phone: 617-722-2263

Volume 39 – Report No. 48 
November 28, 2014
By Bob Katzen

THE HOUSE AND SENATE. There 
were no roll calls in the House or 
Senate last week. In light of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s recent action 
on immigration, this week Beacon 
Hill Roll Call examines the votes of 
local senators and representatives 
on immigration issues debated in 
the Legislature in the 2013-2014 
session.
DELAY PROHIBITION OF 
LOWER TUITION RATES FOR 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS
The House on three separate roll 
calls, approved amendments delay-
ing a proposal to prohibit illegal 
immigrant students from paying 
the preferred, lower in-state tuition 
rates and fees at Massachusetts uni-
versities. The amendments would 
replace the proposal with a study of 
the issue by the Higher Education 
Committee.
Currently, the lower tuition rate is 
offered to Massachusetts students 
who have been accepted into the 
federal program for those who im-
migrated illegally to the country as 
children and have a work permit.
Some supporters of the study 
acknowledge they oppose the ban 
and favor the study because it kills 
the ban while avoiding a direct vote 
on it. They said many of these stu-
dents were babies when they were 
brought here by their parents and 
had no choice about entering the 
country illegally. They noted some 
hardworking students are currently 
required to pay out-of-state tuition 
rates that are significantly higher 
than the in-state rate.
Opponents of the study said the 
“study” is a blatant, age-old tactic by 
Democrats to kill the ban by study-
ing it “to death” and avoiding an 
up or down vote on it. They noted 
past experience shows that none 
of these alleged studies are actually 
done. They argued that the state 
should not offer financial rewards 
to anyone who has broken the law 
and is in this country illegally. Some 
argued it is outrageous to offer low 
tuition rates to these students while 
legal citizens from outside Massa-
chusetts, including war veterans, are 
required to pay higher rates if they 
attend a Massachusetts state school.
TUITION VOTE #1
On February 6, 2013, the House 
voted 123-31 for the study.
(A “Yes” vote is for the study. A 
“No” vote is against it.)
Rep. Denise Provost Yes Rep. Carl 
Sciortino has resigned Rep. Timo-
thy Toomey Yes
TUITION VOTE #2
On April 22, 2013, the House voted 
107-46 for the study.
(A “Yes” vote is for the study. A 
“No” vote is against it.)
Rep. Denise Provost Yes Rep. Carl 
Sciortino has resigned
TUITION VOTE #3
On April 29, 2014, the House voted 
103-46 for the study.
(A “Yes” vote is for the study. A 
“No” vote is against it.)
Rep. Denise Provost Yes Rep. Carl 
Sciortino has resigned Rep. Timo-
thy Toomey Yes
PUNISH “SANCTUARY” CITIES 

AND TOWNS (H 3400)
House 31-125, rejected an amend-
ment that would withhold local aid 
from any cities or towns that do not 
enforce federal immigration laws. 
The withholding would also apply to 
communities that have established 
themselves as “sanctuary” cities or 
towns that offer protection in a vari-
ety of ways to illegal immigrants.
Amendment supporters said cities 
and towns that encourage law-
breaking are hurting this nation. 
They argued the state should do 
everything it can to dissuade those 
who seek to come here illegally.
Some amendment opponents said 
the amendment is mean-spirited 
and noted that some individuals are 
here because of political asylum. 
Others said the amendment will not 
have any real impact, just like a mu-
nicipality declaring itself a sanctu-
ary city is nothing but symbolism.
(A “Yes” vote is for cutting off local 
aid to sanctuary cities and towns. A 
“No” vote is against cutting it off.)
Rep. Denise Provost No Rep. Carl 
Sciortino has resigned Rep. Timo-
thy Toomey No
DELAY REQUIRING THAT 
SPONSORS MUST PAY FOR IM-
MIGRANTS (H 3400)
House 128-29, approved an amend-
ment that would indefinitely delay 
a measure requiring sponsors of 
immigrants who have green cards 
(lawful permanent residents) to 
reimburse the state for any means-
tested state assistance the immigrant 
receives. The amendment would 
replace the proposal with a study of 
the issue.
Supporters of the study said the 
House should get more information 
prior to voting on this. Others said 
they simply oppose the mean-
spirited measure meant to hurt legal 
residents who through no fault of 
their own need some assistance. 
They noted that the state shouldn’t 
be punishing eligible individuals 
who have become estranged or dis-
connected from their sponsor.
Opponents of the study questioned 
why the state is providing these ben-
efits when each green card holder 
is required by law to have a sponsor 
who has promised to be financially 
responsible for that person.
(A “Yes” vote is for the study. A 
“No” vote is against the study.)
Rep. Denise Provost Yes Rep. Carl 
Sciortino has resigned Rep. Timo-
thy Toomey Yes
PROHIBIT LOWER TUITION 
RATES FOR ILLEGAL IMMI-
GRANTS (H 57)
Senate 12-25, rejected an amend-
ment that would prohibit illegal 
immigrant students from paying 
the preferred, lower in-state tuition 
rates and fees at Massachusetts col-
leges and universities.
Amendment supporters said the 
state should not offer rewards in 
the form of reduced tuition to any 
lawbreaker who is in this country 
illegally. They noted that these stu-
dents are receiving better treatment 
than out-of-state veterans who pay 
the higher out-of-state rate.
Amendment opponents said that 
it is unfair to ask these students to 
pay out-of-state tuition rates that 
are much higher had no choice 
about entering the country illegally 
because they were babies when they 

were brought here by their parents.
(A “Yes” vote is the prohibition. A 
“No” vote is against it.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen No
SHOW PROOF OF RESIDENCY 
TO REGISTER CAR (S 3)
Senate 13-25, rejected an amend-
ment that would require applicants 
to provide specific proof of legal 
residence in order to register their 
cars. The accepted IDs include 
a driver’s license, Massachusetts 
identification card, social security 
number or other proof of legal 
residence issued by the state or the 
federal government.
Supporters of the bill said it would 
prevent illegal immigrants and peo-
ple who lose their driver’s license in 
other states from illegally register-
ing their cars here. They argued 
that the Registry of Motor Vehicles 
has refused to enforce the current 
law and is still allowing people to 
get their licenses by just showing a 
utility bill.
Opponents said allowing an illegal 
alien to own a vehicle in Massachu-
setts does not jeopardize the public’s 
safety. They argued the bill seems 
aimed at using the Registry of Mo-
tor Vehicles to identify and police 
undocumented people.
(A “Yes” vote is for requiring proof 
of legal residence. A “No” vote is 
against it.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen No
MUST PROVIDE SOCIAL SE-
CURITY NUMBER FOR PUBLIC 
HOUSING (S 3)
Senate 11-27, rejected an amend-
ment prohibiting potential tenants 
who cannot provide a social secu-
rity number from being placed in 
a public housing unit prior to any 
applicant who can do so.
Amendment supporters said this 
would ensure that illegal immi-
grants who are breaking the law are 
not given priority over citizens and 
others who abide by the nation’s 
laws. They argued it is outrageous 
that illegal immigrants should be 
considered for scarce public housing 
units prior to legal residents of the 
community.
Amendment opponents said the 
amendment is mean-spirited, goes 
too far and will remove any flex-
ibility.
(A “Yes” vote is for requiring a 
social security number. A “No” vote 
is against requiring it.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen No
DELAY FOLLOWING OF FED-
ERAL STANDARDS (S 1835)
Senate 31-7, approved an amend-
ment that would require the state 
to study and determine the costs 
and benefits of limiting eligibility 
for state-assisted public housing 
to individuals who qualify under 
federal guidelines. The amendment 
would replace a proposal that would 
require applicants to qualify under 
federal guidelines. Federal eligibility 
standards and proof of identity for 
housing assistance are stricter than 
state standards and include requir-
ing a social security number.
Supporters of the study said requir-
ing applicants to meet federal guide-
lines is unconstitutional and would 
take housing away from immigrants 
including people who were granted 
temporary status from Haiti, Sudan 
and Syria, and domestic violence, 
torture and crime survivors.

Opponents of the study said it is 
outrageous that currently people 
can get subsidized housing ahead of 
verified citizens without produc-
ing a social security number. They 
noted the federal guidelines offer 
exemptions for many of the catego-
ries mentioned by supporters of the 
study.
(A “Yes” vote is for the study. A 
“No” vote is against it.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes
COST OF TRANSPORTING TO 
HANSCOM (H 4217)
Senate 9-29, rejected an amend-
ment requiring the state to submit a 
report on the details of and the cost 
to the state of the transport of illegal 
immigrants to the Hanscom Air 
Force Base and Logan Airport by 
Federal Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). The amend-
ment was proposed to a bill that 
would fund the state temporarily 
until the Legislature approves a fis-
cal 2015 budget.
Amendment supporters said 
taxpayers have a right to know the 
details and cost, including whether 
any detainees were released from 
federal custody into the state and 
whether the state has provided any 
detainees with state benefits.
Amendment opponents said they 
weren’t necessarily opposed to the 
idea but noted that the passage of 
this temporary budget cannot be 
delayed or the state will run out of 
operating money.
(A “Yes” vote is for requiring the 
report. A “No” vote is against 
requiring it.)
Sen. Patricia Jehlen No
ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL
REPORT DRIVERS WITH SUS-
PENDED LICENSES (H 4521) – 
The House approved and sent to the 
Senate a bill requiring the Registry 
of Motor Vehicles to notify the local 
police department when the driver’s 
license of a local resident is sus-
pended or revoked. The notification 
is only required when the offense 
is a specific crime committed by 
the offender including vehicular 
homicide and drunken driving, and 
if the person is a habitual traffic of-
fender or poses an immediate threat 
to public safety. Included in the 
notification would be the offender’s 
name, address, license plate number, 
type of car and driving record.
Supporters said this would enable 
local police to spot and track drivers 
who are driving without a license. 
They noted this could prevent inju-
ries and even save lives.
REGULATE PORTABLE ROCK 
CLIMBING WALLS (S 2253) – A 
new law requiring companies that 
set up portable rock climbing walls 
higher than 12 feet to be equipped 
with an inflatable protective base 
and guardrail surrounding the base 
of the wall is in effect as of Novem-
ber 28. The measure also requires 
that all climbers use a safety harness 
and a helmet.
Supporters say this popular but po-
tentially dangerous industry should 
be regulated in order to prevent 
injuries and save lives.
Opponents say this unwarranted 
government intrusion would hurt 
many companies by not allowing 
them to use their existing walls and 
requiring them to purchase expen-
sive new equipment.

The Somerville News Weekly Now has a 
“Drive-thru” on the Run at 

Union Square Gulf Service Station
When you’re on the run and need a Somerville News Week-
ly simply drive into the heart of Union Square at Union 
Square Gulf Service Station thats located next to the old 
Union Square Post Office and simply ask for your “Somer-
ville News Weekly Print Edition Newspaper” with a friendly 
smile!
And don’t forget to get you vehicle “Inspection Sticker!”
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing minutes the good people of Union 
Square Gulf Service Station will inspect your vehicle and 
have you on your way within minutes!

Next to the Old Union Square Post Office

Somerville’s Casey’s Bar on the Silver Screen

By William Tauro

Somerville’s own Casey’s Bar located at 173 Broadway was the recent 
movie set of the recent filming of the show “Amish Renegade” a few 
weeks ago!
The show will air on comcast channel 240 in Somerville this Satur-
day at 10 PM .
Congratulations to Casey’s owners Mike and Fitzy!

Somerville’s Greenline Extension
 Work Underway

Photo by Mark Haley

Demolition crews began making way this week for the new 
Greenline Extension Station in Union Sq., Somerville.

Somerville Chamber of Commerce 
Business After Hours

5-7PM, Thursday, December 4, 2014
Please join us at the Chamber’s special holiday Business After Hours. This is 
an excellent networking event featuring free appetizers and a free business 
card drawing with cash bar. Guests are welcome to bring unwrapped Toys 
for Local Children. Sponsored by Bonney Automotive and the Law Offices 
of Isaac M. Machado. Hosted by Somerville Chamber of Commerce Busi-
ness After Hours Chair Dana Iacopucci of Cubby Oil & Energy.

SAC and the Inside-OUT Gallery presents Vernon Street Studios 40th Anniversary Exhibit
.

Over the years, Vernon Street Studios has been recognized as a community well known throughout the area for the quality of work produced by artists with established 
reputations as well as exciting newcomers. Located in an historic 19th-century brick industrial building, Vernon Street housed the first group of artists in Somerville to 
open their studios to the public in 1974. This exhibit celebrates this achievement and showcases the broad spectrum of fine art featured at Vernon Street. 

Featured Artists: Christine Chang christine_chang@yahoo.com, Dorothy Clare Zarren dorothyzarren@gmail.com, Stan Czesniuk stanc48@gmail.com, David Palmquist 
palmquist@spraylux.com, Suzanne Lubeck soozie.lubeck@gmail.com, Joerg Fraske jfraske2000@gmail.com, Christina Balch studio@christinabalch.com, Andrew Fish
fish@wanderingfisheye.com, Zoe McCarthy info@zoemccarthy.com   To see the full list of Vernon Street Studio artists visit: http://www.vernonstreet.com
Join the Vernon Street Artists in Celebrating 40 years of creativity and art  December 6 & 7 Saturday and Sunday from 12-6pm

About the Inside-Out Gallery
Initiated in 2009, The Inside-Out Gallery is located in the CVS Window in Davis Square, a unique space that allows the public to view an eclectic array of works from artists 
and local organizations each month. The mission of the Somerville Arts Council is to cultivate and celebrate the creative expressions of the Somerville community. Through 
innovative collaborations and quality programming we work to make the arts an integral part of life reflective of our diverse city.
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Somerville 
Council on
 Aging 
Calendar 
of Events
SAVE THE DATE
Some exciting events in the 
coming weeks:
Concord Museum – Thursday, 
December 4th – 19th Annual 
Family of Trees: A Celebra-
tion of Children’s Literature. A 
$20.00 fee includes transporta-
tion and museum admission. 
Lunch at a local restaurant is a 
separate 
cost. Departing our Holland 
Street Center at 9:15 A.M. with 
an approximate return time of 
4:00 P.M. Please contact Janine 
Lotti at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 
to RSVP or if you should have 
any questions.
Illumination of Lights – Satur-
day, December 13th – Join the 
SCOA, Teen Empowerment 
and the Somerville Arts Coun-
cil for this intergenerational 
holiday lights tour. Departing 
City Hall at 7:30 – Seating is 
limited! Please call Janine at 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 to 
reserve your spot or for more 
information.
Illumination Of Lights – Satur-
day, December 13th – Join the 
SCOA & the Somerville Arts 
Council for its annual tour of 
the holiday lights in Somer-
ville. There is limited seating 
– $5.00 fee – check-in time is 
at 4:15 P.M. at the High School 
concourse. Please call Connie 
at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 to 
reserve your spot.
Multicultural Day – Wednes-
day, December 17th – At our 
Cross Street Center located at 
165 Broadway – from 10:00 
A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Learn more 
about different languages, 
music, foods and cultures. One 
day of international adventure 
begins with a music selections 
from the East Somerville Com-
munity School chorus, delicious 
food samplings, various exhibi-
tors will be on hand to promote 
multiculturalism. For more 
information or to reserve a 
space please call Janine Lotti at 
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 before 
Wednesday, December 11th.
Free Holiday Concert – Thurs-
day, December 18th – At our 
Holland Street Center, 167 Hol-
land Street – 10:00 A.M. Come 
and join the talented faculty 
members of the Powers Music 
School as they celebrate the 
season with old favorites from 
popular literature, and enjoy 
trying to “stump the band” by 
requesting a song the musicians 
may not know. The SCOA’s own 
senior choir, The Moonlighters, 
will be joining in on the fun as 
well. RSVP at 617-625-6600, 
Ext. 2300.
Back by popular demand are 
the Holiday Inn Dances. Lunch 
and dance to music provided 
by Hank our resident DJ. All 
dances are on Mondays and 
from 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
December 15th
January 26th
February 23rd

March 23rd
April 13th
May 18th
June 29th
A $15.00 fee is required along 
with a RSVP, please contact 
Connie at
617-625-6600, Ext. 2300 to 
make your reservation or if you 
have any questions.
_________________________
PLEASE NOTE THE FOL-
LOWING IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION
The SCOA is NO LONGER 
excepting applications for free 
smoke alarms / carbon monox-
ide detectors
It is the hope of both the 
Somerville Fire Department 
and the Somerville Council 
on Aging that we will receive 
the grant again in the future. If 
you would like your name put 
on a waiting list should this 
grant be received again, please 
contact Maureen Bastardi at the 
Somerville Council on Aging at 
617-625-6600, extension 2316.
All centers will be closed Thurs-
day, November 27th & Friday, 
November 28th.
There will be NO Dalcroze Eu-
rhythmics the week of Thanks-
giving.
The luncheon at the Highlander 
Café scheduled for Thursday, 
December 9th is SOLD OUT.
Holiday Party at the WHYC 
scheduled for December 10th is 
SOLD OUT.
Huke Lau trip scheduled for 
December 16th is SOLD OUT.
The trip scheduled to Atlantic 
City on January 11th is SOLD 
OUT
The trip scheduled to Wild-
wood, NJ on May 11th – 15th is 
SOLD OUT
The Ralph & Jenny Center will 
remain closed on Mondays and 
will resume Mondays after the 
first of the New Year.
Our Holland Street Center will 
be serving lunch on Monday, 
Thursday & Fridays only until 
further notice.
 
LGBT EVENTS
LGBT Monthly Lunch – Mon-
day, December 8th, 11:30 
A.M., Somerville Cambridge 
Elder Services will provide a 
hot or cold lunch – suggested 
contribution of $2.00 – RSVP 
required no later than 2:30 P.M. 
Thursday, December 4th. This 
event happens the 2nd Monday 
of every month excluding City 
Holidays and snow emergen-
cies.
LGBT Advisory Group – Our 
next Advisory Group meeting 
will be on Monday, December 
8th at 4:30 P.M. We are looking 
for new members and would 
love to have you as part of our 
group. This group meets the 
2nd Monday of every month 
excluding City Holidays and 
snow emergencies.
LGBT Dinner & Movie – Mon-
day, December 15th – 5:30 P.M. 
meal time – This month we 
will be showing the movie The 
Family Stone and there will be 
a pizza & salad dinner served 
for a $5.00 fee. Must RSVP by 
10:00 AM on Monday, Decem-
ber 15th. This event happens 
the 3rd Monday of every month 
excluding City Holidays and 

snow emergencies.
*If you require additional 
information or have any ques-
tions regarding the LGBT 
Lunch, Dinner & Movie or the 
Advisory Group please contact 
Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2316 or email her at 
MBastardi@Somervillema.gov
LBT Women Fit-4-Life – Fit-
ness and Nutrition Classes. 
Classes are Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings starting at 
6:00 P.M. $10 a month fee – 
scholarships available & it just 
might be covered under your 
insurance. We have available 
slots and would love to have 
you. If you have any questions 
or require additional informa-
tion, please contact our Health 
& Wellness Coordinator, Chris 
Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 
2300.
GROUP INFORMATION*
All clubs and groups welcome 
new members.
Men’s Group – Meets the first 
Tuesday of each month from 
10:30 to 11:30 A.M. This group 
is facilitated by our volunteer, 
Norbert DeAmato. Are you 
recently retired? Looking to 
connect with other men in the 
community? Join our men’s 
group where you can connect 
with old friends and make new 
ones. All men 55 and over are 
welcome. Come chat about 
what is on your mind! If you 
have any questions or require 
additional information, please 
give us a call at 617-625-6600 
Ext. 2300.
Caregiver Support Group – 
Meets the third Tuesday of each 
month from 6:00 to 7:30 P.M. 
Our Social Worker, Natasha 
Naim, facilitates this group. Are 
you caring for a parent, relative, 
spouse or close friend? Feel-
ing isolated or overwhelmed? 
You are not alone! Come share 
your experience and practical 
support. Open to all and new 
members are always welcome. 
If you are interested in joining, 
have any questions or require 
additional information please 
call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 and 
ask to speak to Suzanne.
Veterans Group – Meets the 
third Monday of each month 
from 9:30 to 10:30 A.M. Our 
Social Worker, Suzanne Norton, 
facilitates this group. Are you 
a veteran? The Veterans Group 
is the perfect opportunity to 
socialize, have solidarity, to 
reminisce and to meet other 
veterans. If you are interested or 
require additional information, 
please call 617-625-6600 Ext. 
2300 and ask for Suzanne.
Low Vision Support Group 
– Meets the second (2nd) 
Tuesday of each month from 
10:30 to 11:30 A.M. Our Social 
Worker, Suzanne Norton, 
facilitates this group. Do you 
know someone who has trouble 
seeing? Do you have low vi-
sion? Join our Low Vision 
Support Group for educational 
and informative information 
and peer support in a confiden-
tial environment. Lunch and 
transportation may be available 
on request. Please call Suzanne 
at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 if 
you are interested in attending, 
have any questions or require 

additional information.
Current Events Group – Meets 
every Thursday from 10:00 to 
11:00 A.M. Our Social Worker 
intern, Natasha Naim, facilitates 
this group. Join a group of your 
peers to discuss current events. 
Please call us at 617-625-
6600 Ext. 2300 for additional 
information or if you have any 
questions.
Book Club – Meets the first 
Friday of each month from 
10:00 to 11:30 A.M. Senior 
Project Manager, Janine Lotti, 
facilitates this group. Join this 
group to read and discuss a 
different book each month. In 
most cases, copies of the book 
are available in the COA office. 
Contact Janine at 617-625-6600 
Ext. 2321 or JLotti@Somervil-
lema.gov if you require addi-
tional information.
Gardening Club – Meets the 
second Monday of each month 
starting at 9:00 A.M. and run-
ning for an hour most times. 
Our volunteer, Vilma Sullivan, 
facilitates this group. A differ-
ent topic each month ranging 
from gardening tips & secrets 
to inexpensive “greenhouses.” 
Please contact Senior Project 
Manager, Janine Lotti at 617-
625-6600 Ext. 2321 or JLotti@
Somervillema.gov if you have 
any questions or require ad-
ditional information.
The Moonlighters – Meets ev-
ery Monday at 10:30 A.M. and 
runs September through June. 
Led by Somerville Youth Arts 
Coordinator, Jimmy DelPonte, 
the Moonlighters are an older 
version of the SunSetters. If you 
like to sing then this group is 
for you. Sometimes taking their 
skills on the road and this year 
The Moonlighters will be per-
forming with the Powers School 
of Music for a Holiday Concert 
in December. Contact our main 
office at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 
if you should require additional 
information.
Brain Games – Meets the first 
Tuesday of each month starting 
at 10:00 A.M. This group is fa-
cili- tated by our volunteers 
Eileen Jones & Jan Ciganelli. 
Engaging as a group in brain 
healthy activities. Proven that 
keeping the mind active can 
actually reverse the signs of ag-
ing and improve memory and 
cognitive functioning. Contact 
the main office at 617-625-6600 
Ext. 2300 to sign up!
*All these groups meet at our 
Holland Street Center located at 
167 Holland Street
GROUP INFORMATION
English Conversations – Meets 
every Tuesday & Wednesday at 
10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. at our 
Cross Street Center located at 
165 Broadway. Sandy Francis, 
our Cross Street Center Volun-
teer, facilitates this group. No 
books, no tests, no stress – just 
a great group of older adults 
from all over the world who 
help each other to listen, speak 
and learn English.
CENTER LOCATIONS, 
TIMES & SCHEDULES
Welcome to our centers! 
Everyone 55+ is encouraged 
to join us for fitness, culture, 
films, lunch and Bingo. Our 
centers are open to everyone 

from Somerville and surround-
ing communities. Check out 
our calendar and give us a call 
with any questions or to make a 
reservation! 617-625-6600 ext. 
2300. Stay for lunch and receive 
free transportation.
Holland Street: located at 167 
Holland Street
(between Davis Square and 
Teele Square)
*Monday through Friday 9:00 
A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
617-625-6600 Ext. 2300
*Our Holland Street Center will 
be serving lunch on Monday, 
Thursday & Fridays only until 
further notice.
Cross Street Center: located at 
165 Broadway 
(East Somerville)
Tuesday & Wednesday 10:00 
A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
(617) 625-6600 Ext. 2335
_________________________
Ralph and Jenny Center: 
located at 9 New Washington 
Street,
(behind the Holiday Inn)
**Monday through Thursday 
8:30 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
(617) 666-5223
** The Ralph & Jenny Center 
will remain closed on Mondays 
and will resume Mondays after 
the first of the New Year.
STAY ACTIVE
Weekly Exercise Class Schedule
Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = 
(RJ) Cross Street = (C)
There will be NO Dalcroze Eu-
rhythmics the week of Thanks-
giving.
Mondays:
Wii Bowling, noon, Free. (H)
Fit 4 Life* Group C, 1:00 P.M. 
(H)
Tuesdays:
Strengthening, 9:15 A.M., $3 
per class (H)
Dalcroze Eurhythmics, $2.00, 
1:00 P.M., (H)
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M., (H)
Wednesdays:
Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M 
(H)
Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M. 
(H)
Fit 4 Life* Group C, Noon (H)
Bowling @ Flatbreads, 1:00 
P.M., $10/week for shoes and 
dues
Zumba for All, 5:15 P.M., $3 per 
class (H)
Thursdays:
Strengthening, 9:30 A.M., $3 
per class (RJ)
LBT Fit 4 Life*, 6:00 P.M.
Fridays:
Fit 4 Life* Group A, 8:45 A.M.
Fit 4 Life* Group B, 9:00 A.M.
Fit 4 Life* Group C 12:00 P.M.
*All Fit 4 Life classes are $10/
month and require pre-regis-
tration.
UPCOMING SCHEDULE
Holland = (H) Ralph & Jenny = 
(RJ) Cross Street = (C)
Monday, November 24th
11:30 Lunch (H)
Tuesday, November 25th
10:00 English Conversation (C)
10:00 Knitting Scarves for 
Soldiers (RJ)
10:00 Cards (RJ)
11:30 Lunch (RJ, C)
Wednesday, November 26th
10:00 English Conversation (C)
10:00 Cards (RJ)
11:30 Lunch (H, RJ, C)
1:00 Whist (H)
No Bowling

Check Out Real Life Somerville Police Stories www.TheSomervilleNewsweekly.com

Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Criminal Defense
Civil Litigation
Personal Injury

Family Law
Real Estate Law

Zoning

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Angelina’s Authentic Italian 

Pizzeria

Stop in at Angelina’s in Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of the Somerville News 
Weekly!
And while you’re there try some of the 
Somerville’s best Subs and pizzas!
While you’re sitting back reading your 
Somerville News Weekly for a few relaxing 
minutes the good people of Angelina’s will 
prepare a nice fresh sub to satisfy your crav-
ings within minutes!
“Eat in or Take Out”
(617)776-1240
Check them out at 230 Holland Street, 
Somerville and tell them we sent you!

Gold’s Gym Somerville OPEN 24/7 (617) 625-9566

14 McGrath Hwy, Twin City Plaza, Somerville, MA 02143, Email: goldsgymcentral@gmail.com Gym 
Hours Mon – Sun: 24 hours,    Kids Club Hours Mon – Fri: 4:00pm – 8:30pm Sat – Sun: Closed
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Advertise With The Somerville News Weekly and Get 
Noticed!

Somerville Rotary Club Hosts Annual Thanksgiving Tri-Meeting Luncheon

Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories Contin-
ued from page 7 
by the RP and witnessed the 
accident. She advised me 
that she was driving south 
bound on Beacon Street, 
when she observed the grey 
Honda Civic which was in 
front of her vehicle going in 
the same direction strike nu-
merous Orange construction 
Barrels throughout Beacon 
Street. I would like to note 
that Beacon Street is under 
construction and that from 
Park Street to Washington 
Street there are Orange 
Construction barrels set up 
to form the driving lanes 
and there are no cars parked 
on each side of the street. 
She then advised me that as 
she Passed Washington and 
Beacon Street, which now 
has parked cars on both side 
of the road that the Honda 
Civic then crashed into the 
parked Pontiac @ 88 Beacon 
Street, Causing the axel on 
the Honda Civic to break. 
She then observed a male 
step out of the Vehicle who 
appeared to be unsteady on 

his feet.
  I then asked where the 
male who was operating the 
Honda Civic was and she 
pointed across the street to 
a male. I then made my way 
across the street to check 
the condition of a male who 
identified himself as Jef-
frey Costello, I asked Mr. 
Costello if he was operating 
the Honda Civic and what 
happened. Mr. Costello 
Stated “yes I was driving and 
the fucking wheel fell off ” 
As I spoke to him I could 
detect a strong odor of alco-
hol coming from his breath, 
and that his eyes were blood 
shot. I asked Mr. Costello if 
he had consumed any alco-
holic Beverages to which he 
stated in a slurred manner “I 
had 2 beers and 2 vodkas at 
my house”. I then requested 
that Mr. Costello perform 
some field sobriety tests 
which he agreed to do. The 
area where the tests were 
performed was a paved level 
surface free from defects.
  The first test that I admin-
istered was a Horizontal 
Gaze Nystagmus. The first 
step of this test is to check 

the lack of smooth pursuit 
in both eyes. I asked Mr. 
Costello if he wears glasses 
or contacts he stated no. 
I then asked Mr. Costello 
to follow the tip of my pen 
with his eyes only and not 
his head and asked if he 
understood He stated yes. I 
then began the test, As soon 
as I moved my pen he began 
to follow it using his head. 
I then advised Mr. Costello 
the instructions again and 
again when I started the 
test he again was following 
my pen by moving his head 
side to side. I stopped this 
test due to the fact that Mr. 
Costello could not follow 
instructions.
  The second test I admin-
istered was a one leg stand. 
I asked if Mr. Costello if he 
had any physical defects that 
would prevent him from 
doing the test, he stated 
what the fuck another test . I 
then instructed and dem-
onstrated to him with my 
feet together and my arms 
by my side raising one leg 
in a stiff manner, holding 
my foot about six inches 
off the ground with my toe 

pointed forward and my 
arms on my sides counting 
out loud 1001, 1002, 1003. 
I told him when he started 
to count not to stop count-
ing until I instructed him to 
stop. I asked Mr. Costello If 
he under stood the instruc-
tions to the test. He stated in 
a slurred manner “fuck yea I 
understand”. As soon as Mr. 
Costello raised his right leg 
he began to stumble to his 
right side putting his right 
foot down immediately. He 
attempted the test again 
but as soon as he raised his 
left foot this tome he began 
to stumble to his left side. 
I stopped this test for Mr. 
Costello safety as he could 
not maintain his balance.
  The third test that I admin-
istered was the walk and 
turn test . In this test, the 
individual needs to walk a 
series of nine steps with his 
arms out to his side at 45 
degrees, and to walk heel to 
toe back and forth, pivoting 
with the front foot to turn 
and come back. I again ver-
bally and physically demon-
strated the instruction and 
asked if he understood. He 

stated that he understood. 
Mr. Costello then began the 
test and he failed to do one 
heal to toe as he took a total 
of 13 steps one way and 7 
steps back, walking off bal-
ance.
  At this point, I placed Mr. 
Costello under arrest for the 
charge of operating a motor 
vehicle under the influence 
of alcohol. Marked transport 
unit #200 was requested to 
transport Mr. Costello back 
to the Somerville Police 
Station.
_________________

Val Arrest age 61

On the evening of Sunday, 
November 23, 2014 I was 
assigned to marked unit E-1 
along

continued to page 22

“The Village Idiot!”

We’ve sent you our “Favorite Photos!” We’ve delivered you our “Special Persons of the Week!” We’ve raised your eyebrows with our popular 
“Neil McCabe Editorials!”and We’ve bombarded you with some of Jamie’s hair raising “Reality Bites!”And now The Somerville News Weekly 
introduces it’s new column, “The Village Idiot!”
Every week, with your help, we will elect a person who will be worthy enough to hold the weekly title of “The Village Idiot” with some every-
day idiotic things that people just do in and around the Ville and beyond!
Send your weekly choices to:Bostonnewsgroup@aol.com or call (617)293-2016 “All communications and contacts are kept strictly confidential 
and discrete!” So let us know why you chose that certain idiot to be “The Village Idiot of the Week!”
(The opinions and views expressed in the commentaries of The Somerville News Weekly and Boston News Group belong solely to the authors of those commentaries and do not reflect the 
views or opinions of The Somerville News Weekly or Boston News Group, its staff or publishers)

By William Tauro

This past Thursday afternoon, the Somerville Rotary Club hosted it’s Annual Tri-Club Thanksgiving Meeting of the three local service at 
the Mount Vernon Restaurant on Broadway.
The event included the Somerville Rotary Club, the Somerville Kiwana’s Club and the Somerville Lion’s Club.
The service club members gathered for the pre-Thanksgiving feast to raise money and awareness for local charities.
Each of the three club’s donated proceeds from the event benefited local charities including Catholic Charities,
Somerville Homeless Coalition, Respond and Project Soup.

Top photo: Rotary Club President Jenison Wallace during the event introduction
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Alex Capobianco of Benoit Real Estate
39 Davis Square, Somerville MA

Real Estate Sales Agent / Consultant 
capobianco@comcast.net

Cell Phone: (617) 201-9229

Asphalt Services, Inc. is the best choice for commercial & residential paving. We are family owned and operated, having faithfully served 
businesses & residents in Massachusetts for more than three decades.
We recognize that you can take your business anywhere. Beginning with the first contact, we will work to earn your trust and give you a fair 
price, a project timeline, and supervise the work on your paving project so that it is done right the first time.
No job to big or to small!    

Our Clients Just a few of our clients include:
 Stop and Shop * Keypoint Partners * The Beal Companies * Alexandria Real Estate * Boston College* Beacon Management * Meredith & Grew 

And many more!

Asphaltservicesinc.com

1(866)5-HOT-TOP

From Somerville to the US Virgin Islands

By William Tauro

Former Somerville resident Billy Desmond received the honor to 
make the star for the Christianstead tree in his new neighborhood 
of Magens Bay, St.Thomas US Virgin Islands .

Fundraiser For Alderman Matt McLaughlin

Wednesday, December 10th at 6:00pm at Casey’s Bar 173 Broad-
way, Somerville, Massachusetts 02145
“I’ve been fightin hard for the people of East Somerville. So much 
so that I haven’t had a fund raiser. Please attend and donate so that 

I can continue to represent the people who need it most.”

New Wreaths for Temple Street

Photo by Frank Santangelo

Somerville DPW Workers decorating city streets with wreaths 
around the city from a bucket truck.

Somerville Retirement Board Seeking Applica-
tions Vacant Retirement Board Member Position
Somerville – The Somerville Retirement Board is seeking applicants to fill the 5th Board 
Member position, which is currently vacant.
The Somerville Retirement Board is responsible for providing retirement allowance ben-
efits for retirees while guiding, protecting, and serving the interests of all members, re-
tirees and their beneficiaries. The Retirement Board performs all duties and functions in 
a fiduciary manner using the skill, dili gence and prudence that a prudent expert would 
exercise solely in the interest of all of the members, retirees and their beneficiaries.
The 5th Board Member position shall not be an employee, a retiree or official of the City 
of Somerville. The term is 3 years.
Interested applicants should submit a statement of interest and resume to retirement@
somervillema.gov or to the Somerville Retirement Board, City Hall Annex, 50 Evergreen 
Ave., Somerville, MA 02145-2819, Attention Executive Director, prior to December 16, 
2014.
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Here’s this Week’s Village Idiot of The Week” Choice and You Decide!

Sent in by our readers:

Here’s a good one for the books that just might make your head spin because it certainly made our heads spin 360 degrees for sure!
Whoever the decision maker was on this one sure deserves “The Village Idiot of the Week” title without a doubt!
We heard that a holiday tree was picked out, delivered and installed up at the Somerville High School concours one day last week.
Apparently the tree turned out to be a dog and when the mayor saw it he was very upset over its appearance and said to his dislike for the 
shape it was in “I’m not paying for this tree!” “Take it down, return it, get rid of it and send us a better one asap!”
We heard that it was left into the hands of somebody up at the DPW who apparently took control and sent out two of his subordinates on 
a tree hunt to New Hampshire to locate a better tree.
We heard that a better tree was located, ordered and was asked to deliver it to Somerville.
Well apparently here’s how the story supposedly went. They cut the new tree down but they couldn’t get it out of where it was located be-
cause it was too big to hoist and get it onto the truck?
So here we are two days before the city’s tree lighting ceremony with no tree.
Ok here’s where the story gets even better.
Whoever the mastermind that was in charge of sending out his subordinates to go shopping for the tree and ordered it must’ve been shop-
ping with his eyes closed and mistakenly had them walk into a jewelry store instead and ordered a solid gold tree?
Because supposedly the price of the tree was completely off the wall and beyond unbelievable!
supposedly the tree was to cost the city $1000.
Supposedly it was another $9000 for shipping and set up fees to get it here and put it up by the tree professionals.
And here’s where it gets even more better, we heard that the person in charge of this project dismissed the DPW crews in advance from 
decorating it when it was supposedly time for it to arrive in Somerville and ordered a private contractor to do the decorating for God 
knows how much?
So lets do the math, $1000 for the tree+$9000. shipping and handling+ we don’t know how much the private contractor wanted to charge 
to decorate the tree but how about let’s guess $5000 to decorate it = $15,000.00 for a Christmas Tree?
Now if this genius doesn’t deserve to be the “Village idiot of the Week”, we don’t know who does so you decide!
This news tip was sent in by our readers!

Send Us Your Choice for This Week’s Somerville News Weekly “Village Idiot of the Week!”
Who is the most deserving of that title for the world to see for any recent idiotic thing that they may have recently accomplished!
Send all your “Village Idiot” candidate choices to:Wmtauro@bostonnewsgroup.com or call: (617)293-2016. All calls and contacts are kept strictly confi-
dential!

DELEO GIVES THANKSGIVING EVE PAY RAISES TO HOUSE EMPLOYEES
– The day before Thanksgiving, House Speaker Robert DeLeo gave hundreds of House employees a 6 percent pay raise estimated to total $1.6 million. 
DeLeo Communications Director Seth Gitell said the raises are not retroactive and noted that almost 60 percent of 
House employees make $40,000 or less per year. He defended the hikes and told Beacon Hill Roll Call that they are based on a two-year annual 3 percent 
cost-of-living adjustment factor, promotion or merit-based modifications. He added, “The adjustments are commensurate with those realized by most 
state employees within collective bargaining units and will be supported by existing appropriations.”
Citizens for Limited Taxation’s President Barbara Anderson said that taxpayers, who fund the pay of House employees, should be first in line for “raises” 
in the form of tax relief until the income tax rate drops to 5 percent as voters mandated 14 years ago. Anderson is referring to the year 2000 when vot-
ers approved a gradual reduction of that year’s 5.85 percent tax to 5 percent by January 2003. The Legislature in July 2002 froze the rate at 5.3 percent and 
included an automatic trigger that reduces the tax by one-half of 1 percent each year that the state’s economic growth is at least 2.5 percent until the tax is 
reduced to 5 percent. This mechanism has already resulted in a tax cut in 2012, when the rate fell from 5.3 to 5.25 percent, and in 2013, when it fell from 
5.25 to the current 5.2 percent.
Anderson said, “Pay raises should depend on how much money the state has to fund its budget. We’re told the state has a $329 to $900 million deficit, so 
how can there be pay raises? Let’s wait until Governor-elect Charlie Baker takes office and helps state agencies become efficient enough to justify more pay.”

Ball Square Bowling Thanks Its Patrons For 50 Years of Business

By William Tauro

Congratulations to the Foster family who are celebrating “50 years of Business at Ball Square Bowling Lanes” thats located on the Somerville/
Medford line off Broadway.
Its great place for a group event or just to blow off some steam with friends right here in the Ville! Ball Square Bowling Ally is open for public 
bowling on Saturdays and Sundays. Party rentals and leaque bowling per reservation. For more information or to make reservations call Butch 
at (617)875-6635
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The Somerville News Weekly Favorite Photo Series

Many birthday parties going on in the Ville this week! Happy Birthday to James Veneziano, Skip Murray, Matthew DiBenedetto, Danielle Con-
nell, Peter Forcellese, John J Alberts, Lee Anderson, Joanne Montalto Keefe, Kathleen Bereznoski, Estee Vered, Peter Anthony, All NeezeEvery-
thing, Michelle Almas Sousa and Darlene Pefini

Somerville
 Photos of the 

Week Series by 
Skip Murray

Check Out NewExclusive Police & Fire Department Series only on Bostonnewsgroup.com & 
Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

The Somerville News Weekly Favorite Birthday Photo Series

Mobile  
BANKING
Take your bank with you!

617-666-8600 | 800-444-4300 | winterhillbank.com
A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906

Member
FDIC

Equal Housing 
Lender 

Three pictures for you this week!

Christmas Season is upon us.
Top two: Ricky’s Flowers in full sea-
son swing.
Bottom right: Neighborhood Restau-
rant welcoming in the season.

Send Us Your Favorite Somerville News Weekly Photos of the Day

Pictures of The Week Series by Skip Murray

Happy times for the Nionakis family! John Constantine Nionakis born 
at 3:56pm Thaksgiving weighing 7lbs, 10.5oz

The McGovern Family Welcomes 
Bryn Ann McGovern to the World!
Born Sunday November 30th at 
9:13am
Weighing 7lbs,1.2oz, 20.5,inches long.
Proud parents Cory & DanielleWelcome Bradley Matthhew to the World! 7lbs, 9oz Sent in by Joannie 

Allison: Congratulations, Dawn, Matt, Grandma and Grandpa!

Some New Faces in the Ville!

Send us Your Somerville News Weekly Favorite 
Christmas Tree Photos!

Photos to share with the world on our news 
sites and well as in our print editions!
Send all photos to :
Wmtauro@bostonnewsgroup.com

Happy Wedding Anniversary to the Haleys!
Happy Wedding Anniversary to 
Kathy and Bob Boudreau!

Lulu
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

The Somerville News Weekly

Come In For A Free Repair Estimate We Accept All Major Credit Cards

________Visit Our New Location ______
PAT’S AUTO BODY/TECH AUTO BODY

9 Union Square, Somerville MA 02143
(617)628-7500

with Officer R. Pasqualino. At 
approximately 18:47 hrs, we 
were dispatched to Middlesex 
Avenue for a 
report of a female shoplifter. 
Upon arrival, we were met 
by the store’s loss prevention 
employee. He stated that while 
working the store’s monitoring 
system he observed a black fe-
male, later identified as Mireille 
Val cutting the electronic secu-
rity tags off of the clothing.
Loss Prevention observed Ms. 
Val placing the items in to a 
large brown and black shoulder 
bag. By the time he made his 
way from the security office Ms. 
Val had made her way past all 
points of payment, and left the 
store. Ms. Val was then escorted 
back inside, so he could itemize 
the property taken.
Ms. Val was in possession of 
$330.38 of assorted clothing. 
Also in Ms. Val’s possession was 
a pair of blue handled wire cut-
ters/pliers. Ms. Val was charged 
with Larceny over $250.00 and 
possession of burglarious tools. 
Unit #200 was requested to 
transport Ms. Val to the Somer-
ville Police Station.
____________________

Aguilar arrest age 26

On Sunday I, Officer Kim, was 
on routine patrol in marked 
cruiser East 4. At approximately 
03:00 hours I was dispatched 
to the area of Broadway for a 
report of a White motor ve-
hicle operating erratically. The 
reporting person stated the he 

witnessed a white motor vehicle 
swerving violently, striking 
the curb and continue driving 
up Broadway towards Davis 
Square.
Upon arrival I was met by Unit 
East 1: Officer Pulli who had 
located the vehicle and was first 
on scene. I viewed the suspect 
vehicle, a White Nissan Max-
ima bearing MA Registration 
#2GG438, that was parked in 
the bus stop in front of Broad-
way. The front right tire was 
completely missing and only the 
aluminum wheel remained. The 
front right wheel well was heav-
ily damaged as was the entire 
under carriage of the vehicle. 
I spoke with Officer Pulli who 
stated that he was driving up 
Broadway when he spotted the 
suspect vehicle. He witnessed 
the operator park in the bus stop 
and then try to drive away. The 
operator of the motor vehicle 
was identified as Jose Aguilar. A 
query of Aguilar’s information 
showed that he did not have a 
valid driver’s license. I spoke 
with Aguilar and immediately 
noticed a strong odor of alcohol. 
His eyes were red and glossy 
and his speech was slow and 
slurred. I asked Aguilar how 
much he had to drink and he 
stated that he had around 8 -10 
beers.
I asked Aguilar if he would be 
willing to take a Field Sobri-
ety Test, and he replied yes. I 
administered 3 standardized 
field sobriety tests on Aguilar. 
During the first test, “Horizon-
tal Gaze Nystagmus”, I detected 
involuntary jerking of the eyes 
which is indicative of alcohol 
intoxication. I witnessed this 
in both eyes during all 3 tests 
for Nystagmus: Lack of Smooth 
Pursuit, Sustained and Distinct 
Nystagmus at Maximum Devia-

tion, and Nystagmus Prior to 45 
Degrees. Next I administered 
the ” Walk the Line” test. Dur-
ing this test Aguilar began the 
test before being told to, stepped 
off the line on the first step and 
continued to walk in a diago-
nal motion. He also failed to 
touch his heel and toe on each 
step as instructed. This test was 
administered 3 times with the 
same result. Next I administered 
the ” One Leg Stand” test. This 
test was unable to be completed 
due to the fact that Aguilar did 
not follow directions and kept 
trying to do the “Walk the Line” 
test instead. After 3 attempts, 
Aguilar still could not complete 
the test. Aguilar was placed 
under arrest and transported to 
the station for booking via Unit 
200: Officer Stanford. During 
the booking process, using the 
Blood Alcohol Test machine, 
Aguilar’s blood alcohol content 
was determined to be 0.16%. 
This is 2 times the legal limit 
of 0.08% B.A.C in regards to 
operation of a motor vehicle on 
a public way.
__________________
” On Monday, , I was working 
in marked unit East-1. At ap-
proximately 2:30 P.M. I was on a 
directed patrol in the area of the 
Home Depot located at Mystic 
Avenue. While en route to the 
rear of the Home Depot, 
I was stopped at a red light on 
the corner of Grand Union 
Blvd and Revolution Drive. I 
would like to note these streets 
are public ways in the City 
of Somerville. While waiting 
for the light to turn green, I 
observed a green Acura directly 
in front of my cruiser fail to stop 
at the red light in this intersec-
tion. The green Acura, bear-
ing Massachusetts registration 
1YG945, made a right turn onto 

Grand Union Blvd as I turned 
on my emergency blue lights 
and siren to stop the vehicle. 
The right hand turn on red at 
the intersection is allowed, how-
ever, operator’s are required to 
come to a complete stop before 
proceeding. The operator of the 
green Acura went through the 
intersection as if the light were 
green and at no point slowed 
down for the red light. The 
vehicle was stopped on Grand 
Union Blvd directly behind the 
Home Depot.
As I approached the operator, 
later identified as Mr. Khieam 
Mallory, I asked for his license 
and registration. Mr. Mallory 
handed me a Massachusetts 
temporary paper ID. I informed 
Mr. Mallory of his motor vehicle 
infractions and he apologized. 
While speaking to Mr. Mal-
lory, I noticed he was sweating 
profusely and drops of sweat 
were coming down his face as 
if he had been running. I asked 
Mr. Mallory if he was okay to 
which he stated, “Yes, I’m just 
nervous.” I returned to my 
cruiser and ran Mr. Mallory’s 
license. I found that Mr. Mal-
lory’s license status was expired 
non-renewable and that his last 
entry on his driving history was 
suspended in Watertown. At 
this time, marked unit East-4, 
Officer Capasso, and Walk-
ing route-1, Officer Guillen 
responded to my location. As 
Officer Capasso walked up to 
Mr. Mallory he noted that Mr. 
Mallory was sweating uncon-
trollably. Officer Capasso then 
walked back to my cruiser and 
asked if I had seen Mr. Mallory 
sweating. I exited my cruiser 
and saw that Mr. Mallory was 
now sweating more than I had 
seen him only a minute earlier. 
Mr. Mallory’s explained that 

he did not have a valid license to 
drive a vehicle and that he drives 
his girlfriends vehicle. Mr. Mallory 
stated that his girlfriend, knows that 
he uses the car and that he is the 
only person that uses her vehicle 
as her license is suspended. Due to 
Mr. Mallory’s unlicensed operation 
and nervousness, I asked him to 
shut the vehicle off and step out. 
Mr. Mallory complied but became 
increasingly nervous while coming 
out of the vehicle. Officer Capasso 
placed Mr. Mallory into handcuffs 
and I explained to Mr. Mallory that 
he was under arrest for unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle. At this 
time, Street Supervisor, Sergeant 
Isidoro, granted me permission to 
tow the vehicle as we did not have a 
valid operator to take control of the 
vehicle. As Mr. Mallory was placed 
into custody, I advised him of his 
Miranda Rights. At this time, Of-
ficer Guillen maintained custody of 
Mr. Mallory as Officer Capasso and 
I began an inventory of the vehicle.
During the inventory of the vehicle 
I found a orange Michael Kors wal-
let on the driver’s side compartment 
of the vehicle. Inside of the orange 
Michael Kors wallet were several 
credit cards and identification be-
longing to a female. I also found a 
Discover Credit Card on the driver’s 
side floor belonging to the female 
as well. I asked Mr. Mallory who 
the female was. Mr. Mallory replied, 
“A friend of my girlfriends.” I asked 
Mr. Mallory what she looked like as 
I had a picture ID of her from her 
wallet. Mr. Mallory did not reply. 
When asked a second time, Mr. 
Mallory replied, “I don’t remember.” 
I explained to Mr. Mallory that I 
found it odd he could not remem-
ber what his girlfriend’s friend 
looked like. Mr. Mallory could not 
even tell me what color hair she 
had. In the passenger side of the 
vehicle, a PS4 was found inside a 
Target bag. I asked Mr. Mallory 
when he bought the PS4 to which 
he replied, “Earlier today.” Inside of 
the trunk, Officer

continued to page 26

Real Life Police Stories Continued from page 14
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Download Our Free 
Mobile App Today!

Keywords: 
Green Cab and Yellow Cab

Call:   (617)625-5000 or (617)628-0600

Serving Somerville , Arlington, Cambridge, Charlestown, Medford, Malden and Everett
We are fully licensed and regulated by the City of Somerville.  Family owned and operated for over 35 years.  All our drivers are licensed by the Somerville 
Police Department where CORI and driving records are strictly monitored.  For your safety, please beware of “gypsy” taxi’s and new trendy car services that are 
NOT licensed or regulated.  You can TRUST our service....

We offer: Fleet of 93 Vehicles * Corporate Accounts * 24 / 7 Service to Logan Airport * Social transportation to Boston Sporting Events * 
* 24-Hour Package Delivery * Hospital and Doctor appointment transportation * Automated GPS Dispatching *

GREEN CAB & YELLOW  CAB OF SOMERVILLE

In this weekly culinary 
column, I will be focus-
ing on one dish – giving 
the reader a quick history 
of the dish, the classical 
preparation of it, and of 
course, my own spin on 
the classic
This week I have chosen 
to cover hush puppies. A 
hush puppy is a savory 
food item that is common-
ly served as a side dish. 
It consists of a cornmeal 
batter and is typically 
deep fried or baked in ball 
form. The first recorded 
reference to the word 
“hush puppy” dates back 
to 1899. The name is be-
lieved to be derived from 

when cooks, hunters and 
or fishermen would feed 
them to the dogs to “hush 
the puppies.”
Traditional hush puppy 
recipe
1 cup Cornmeal
½ cup All purpose flour
1 whole Egg, beaten
¾ cup Buttermilk
1 tsp Salt
1 tsp Sugar
1 tsp Baking powder
1 tsp Baking soda
to fry in Cooking oil
In a large metal pot over 
medium-high heat, pour 
oil and allow it to come to 
375 degrees. Meanwhile, 
add all your dry ingredi-
ents into a bowl and mix 

thoroughly. Add in your 
beaten egg and slowly 
pour in the buttermilk un-
til the batter is combined 
and is one consistency. 
Once the oil has come 
to temp, drop teaspoon-
sized balls of batter into 
the oil and allow to cook 
until golden brown. Once 
golden brown, remove 
and place on a draining 
rack or onto paper towels 
to absorb the excess oil. 
Serve warm.
Jonathan’s hush puppy 
recipe
1 cup Cornmeal
½ cup All purpose flour
1 whole Egg, beaten
¾ cup Buttermilk
1 cup Pancetta, diced, fat 
rendered (reserve the fat)
¼ cup Onion, chopped
¼ cup Green bell pepper, 
chopped
1 tsp Sea salt
1 tsp Fresh cracked pepper
1 tsp Sweet paprika
¼ tsp Cayenne pepper
1 tsp Sugar
1 tsp Baking powder
1 tsp Baking soda
to fry in Cooking oil
In a large metal pot over 
medium-high heat, pour 
oil and allow it to come 
to 375 degrees. In a large 

pan over medium-high 
heat, add your reserved 
pancetta fat and allow to 
warm. Place your onions 
and peppers into the pan. 
Cook until onions are 
translucent. Set aside. 
Meanwhile, add all your 
dry ingredients into a 
bowl and mix thoroughly. 
Add your vegetables, pan-
cetta and reserved fat. Mix 
thoroughly. Add in your 
beaten egg and slowly 
pour in the buttermilk un-
til the batter is combined 
and one consistency. Once 
oil has come to temp, 
drop teaspoon-sized balls 
of batter into the oil and 
allow to cook until golden 
brown. Once golden 
brown, remove and place 
on a draining rack or onto 
paper towels to absorb the 
excess oil. Serve warm.
Whether you choose to 
prepare the classic, my 
twist or your own inter-
pretation, remember that 
food is about bringing 
people together and that 
the act of cooking is about 
caring and as long as your 
heart is in the dish you 
prepare, the people you 
are cooking for will appre-
ciate it (and you).

If 
you have any questions for 
me or would like to see me 
cover any particular dish 
in this column, feel free to 
write me, care of this pub-
lication. From my kitchen 
to yours, it is my pleasure 
to give you a peek into the 
mind of a chef. Thank You
Jonathan Jolicoeur is a 
chef at A Tavola – an Ital-
ian restaurant on Church 
Street in Winchester – 
which focuses on “farm 
to table” style of cook-
ing. Jonathan was born 
in Somerville, lives in 
Woburn and has a degree 
from Le Cordon Bleu Col-
lege of Culinary Arts.

Cooking with Jonathan By Jonathan Jolicoeur
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Place Your Ad Here for 
Only

$25 per week
1(888)625-2706

or
Email:

 Wmtauro@bostonnewgroup.com

Advertise in the Somerville News 
Weekly 

with display ads at low price specials!

And get posted on Bostonnewsgroup.
com for FREE!

Check out our low print edition
 specials with 

prices at 50% off!

A bargain and be seen by thousands 
daily!

(Deadlines Monday for Tuesday print)

$25 Per Wk
Contact Bill Tauro

Wmtauro@Bostonnewsgroup.com or 
call(617)293-2016

The Somerville News 
Weekly

Advertise With Us and Be 
Seen By 

Thousands Daily

Town & Country
Over 30 Years Experience

Ask About Our Guaranteed
One Week Installations

Bathrooms FirstLic# 075263 

* Insured

(781)789-7346

VENTCLEANERS.com Call Toll Free 1(888)625-2706

GE AUTO REPAIR MECANICA EM GERAL O Ge e Joia!
781.831.1034

631 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA 02143

 

 

 

 
CITY OF SOMERVILLE 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 
RFP 15-53 

 
The City of Somerville, through the Purchasing Department, invites sealed bids for: 

 
 Website Development and Content Migration 

 
A request for proposals (RFP) may be obtained online at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/purchasing/bids or from the Purchasing 
Department, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on or after              
December 1st, 2014.  Sealed bids will be received at the above office until: December 16th, 
2014 at 11:00am ET.  The Purchasing Director reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing. 
 

The City of Somerville is a qualified contractor to install the most current 
stable release of the open source CMS Drupal on a test server accessible 
only to the vendor, Project Manager and delegates. The test server will be 
provided at the expense of the vendor. The vendor will migrate the 
content outlined by the Project Manager from the existing website to this 
new installation. The existing website utilizes the Drupal 6 CMS and is 
hosted at http://www.somervillema.gov, and the vendor will stand up the 
new site in either Drupal 7 or 8 in consultation with the project manager, 
after it is determined which release is deemed most stable and 
advantageous at the time of migration. 

 
 
Please contact Michael Richards at mrichards@somervillema.gov for more information.  
 
 
Angela Allen 
Purchasing Director 
617-625-6600, x3400 
 
Somerville New Weekly 
December 2nd, 2014 
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Call 
Billy Tauro
Advertise 

Here for Low 
as $25 per wk

(617)623-1602

The Somerville News Weekly & The 
Somerville Lions Club

 Proudly Supports

 Somerville Overcoming Addiction

Read Real Life Somerville Police Stories Continued from page 22

P: (857) 264-1247 F: (857) 574-5721 E: john@tay-law.com

Gene Brune’s Book 
“ The Spirit of Somerville”

 and 
The Somerville News Week-
ly print edition can both be 

found at 
The Book Shop 

694 BroadwaySomerville, 

Find The Somerville News Weekly at Patsy’s Pastry!

Capasso found two more 
women’s wallets. One Wal-
let being an orange ADSA 
and the other being a 
green/blue Kate Spade wal-
let. The orange ADSA wal-
let had several credit cards 
inside of them belonging to 
another female along with a 
Massachusetts license also 
belonging to a male party. 
I asked Mr. Mallory who 
the other females were. Mr. 
Mallory did not answer. 
I then asked Mr. Mal-
lory who the two wallets 
belonged to and received 
no reply once again. Officer 
Capasso and I opined that 
the three women’s wallets 
may be stolen at this time. 
Officer Capasso was able to 
make several phone calls to 
places of business where the 
three females worked and 
was able to find out that the 
male’s wallet was in fact sto-
len and a report was filed 
with the Brockton Police.
As I entered the Target 
store I was met by loss 

prevention employee and 
Manager. They stated to me, 
“Let me guess, the guy with 
the PS4 driving the green 
Acura. He stated that he 
had a male party purchase 
a PS4 about an hour before 
I got to the store. The male 
party used multiple credit 
cards finding that they were 
declined. On a final at-
tempt, he used a Discover 
credit card that got ap-
proved. The last four on the 
Discover credit card being 
6047 belonging to a female. 
The manager brought me 
to their office where they 
had a picture of the green 
Acura bearing Massachu-
setts registration 1YG945 
leaving their store. They 
also had video surveillance 
of Mr. Mallory purchasing 
the PS4 using the Discover 
credit card and signing the 
female’s name for the pur-
chase as well. They stated 
that Mr. Mallory went to 
purchase the PS4 and used 
three different credit cards 

only finding that the three 
had been declined one by 
one. On a final attempt he 
used the Discover card and 
the purchase was com-
pleted. He noted that Mr. 
Mallory had his hand over 
the area where the name of 
the card was located and 
signed the receipt without 
handing the credit card 
over. Mr. Mallory “Left the 
store in a hurry,” according 
to Mr. Williams.”
____________________

Anganis arrest age 28 Dio-
guardi age 38

I Officer Randy Isaacs along 
with car 1, Officer Fusco 
was dispatched to Somer-
ville Ave (Target), for two 
individuals being watched 
by lost prevention cutting 
electronic tags in the store. 

Upon arrival I met with 
Officer Brioso and Detec-
tive Capobianco, who had 
also responded to the store. 
While inside the store we 
waited at the front of the 
store for the two suspects. 
As the two suspects ap-
proached the front exit 
of the store, I approached 
them and asked if they 
could step inside the lost 
prevention office with us.
While inside the office the 
two suspects were identi-
fied as Mr. Peter Anganis 
and Mr. Mark Dioguardi. 
One suspect, Mr. Anganis 
had a small scissors in his 
pocket, that was used to cut 
the electronic tags, and the 
other suspect, Mr. Dio-
guardi had $379.95 worth 
of electronics in a small 
bag. Lost prevention officer 
stated that he observed 
both individuals in the 
store, one cutting the elec-
tronic tags and the other 
placing the items in a bag. 
Both suspects were asked 

their names and D.O.B in 
order to identify them and 
see if any of them had a 
warrant. Mr. Dioguardi at 
first gave us a wrong name 
and after being confronted 
informed us that he was 
using his brothers name 
because he knew he had a 
warrant. Both suspects were 
placed under arrest for 
Larceny over $250.00, MGL 
c266 s30. Mr. Dioguardi. 
Both were transported back 
to the Somerville Police 
Department by mobile 
detention Unit 200, where 
they were booked.

More Real Somerville 
Police Stories 
Continued to page 31

Somerville Police:Tips to Prevent Package Thefts

This week marks the beginning of the annual holiday gift buying season. Each year, more 
and more shoppers are using o line or catalog services to order gifts to be delivered at their 
homes. Unfortunately, this is also the season 
when the theft of delivered packages increases across the nation and Somerville is no ex-
ception. In 2013, there were 75 reported thefts of… packages from the porches or door-
steps of Somerville residents. Some arrests were made and some items were recovered. But 
our goal this year is to reduce this type of theft from happening at all.
There any many steps that home shoppers can take to reduce the chance that their deliver-
ies will be stolen. Here are some helpful tips to prevent the theft of your package.
1. Have your package delivered to a location where someone can receive it in person. A 
neighbor or relative who is usually home, or if you have an understanding boss, to your 
workplace, are good alternatives.
2. Encourage you neighbors to watch for deliveries and agree to secure each other’s pack-
ages. This includes being watchful for any stranger who is going onto porches for no ap-
parent reason or following delivery trucks.
3. Request the shipper to hold your package at their facility. Most offer this service.
4. Track deliveries on line. Many companies officer a text notification to your cell phone 
when a package has been delivered.
5. Request a signature confirmation of delivery.
6. Insure valuable items
7. Provide delivery instructions. If packages will be left while you are not home, try to 
have them left out of sight from the street.
8. If you see anyone acting suspicious, call 911.
Enjoy your holidays and be safe.

Catch The Game Over an Ice Cold Corona 
w/Tacos & Burritos @ 

Aguacate Verde in Somerville

13 Elm Street in Somerville MA
Come on in and get a free taco 

with your order?
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Dryer Vents Cleaned $95
Heat/A/c Duct/Vent  Cleaning

$125 & up
Restaurant Hood Cleaning & Inspection

$250 up to 11’

Place Your Ad Here Call Billy Tauro
Toll Free1(888)625-2706

Only $25 Per Week
The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 

Somerville Computers
Stop in at Somerville Computers 
in Somerville and pick up your 
free copy of the Somerville News 
Weekly!
While you’re sitting back reading 
your Somerville News Weekly for 
a few relaxing minutes the good 
people of Somerville Computers 
will repair your PC or Laptop or even sell you a pre-owed unit at 
reasonable prices!
Check them out at 238 Somerville Ave in Somerville and tell 
them we sent you!
(617)666-5692

Place Your Ads Today 
for Pennies a Day! Be 

Billed Later!

Be seen by thousands 
of our readers and get 

noticed!

Reserve Your Holiday Greeting 
Personalized or Business Ad Spots Today in 

The Somerville News Weekly!

For only $29 order your full color “Holiday Greeting!”
3 Holiday ads for only $29.
The ad will run in our Somerville News Weekly print editions 
viewed by thousands of our weekly readers!

Order early because space is limited! Last year we sold out com-
pletely!
So don’t miss out, order your holiday ads today and be billed 
later!
To order your ad please email us your Christmas Holiday 
Greeting Message and your
Happy New Years Greeting Message

Send to: Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com with your billing 
address and be billed later!
Thank You Somerville for making us your #1 Somerville News 
Source!
With over 7,500 Facebook Likes you will definitely get noticed!

Email us at:
Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

or Call us:(617)293-2016 to order today!

Thank You Somerville for Making Somerville News Weekly Your 
#1 Local News Source!

Community Note: Purchase Birth Certificates, Marriage Certificates, and Death Certificates 
Online with Credit Cards through City Clerk’s Office

Starting this week, birth certificates, marriage certificates and death certificates may be purchased online with a major credit or an electronic funds 
transfer, as the Somerville City Clerk’s Office continues to streamline and enhance services.

To order online, visit the City’s website at somervillema.gov, click the “Pay Online” at the bottom of the page, and follow the prompts. Constituents 
may order up to three birth certificates or marriage certificates per transaction, and up to 10 death certificates per transaction. There is a $1 charge 
per order for processing and mailing, and additional fees for credit card transactions apply (electronic funds transfers are free). Certified copies of 
all documents will be sent by First Class US Mail to the address specified in the order. (Certified copies require a raised City Seal to be valid, so it 
is not possible to deliver them electronically.) A refund will be issued if the record is not available.
This new service offered by the City Clerk’s Office will expedite the delivery of vital records, while saving constituents from making the trip to City 
Hall or physically mailing in the payment with their order. The City Clerk’s Office will continue to provide walk-up service during City Hall hours, 
and will also fill orders that are mailed in to the office with a check or money order.

You can find 
The

 Somerville News 
Weekly

almost everywhere 
in  the Ville 

and beyond!
You Find Us In 

The 
Strangest Places!

Look for us in a loca-
tion near you!

More Reasons To 
Advertise With 

Us!

Call 
(617)293-2016

St Clement Football 
Thanksgiving Game

By Dina Caloggero

The St Clement Anchormen capped off their 4-7 season 
with a Thanksgivings Day win a 29- 16 win over their 
turkey day rival St Joseph’s Prep of Brookline . Junior Ivan 
Mertilus (Revere) led the Anchormen to the win with 2 
touchdown and finished the season with more than 1,500 
rushing yards.
The Anchormen opened the first quarter with a 15 yard 
TD run by QB Michael Gonzalez (Revere) and closed 
the 1st quarter with Mertilus’ first TD run. Senior Joshua 
Balan (Malden) plowed into the end zone for 2 points and 
gave the Anchormen a 15-0 lead. Mertilus ran 23 yards for 
his second TD in the second quarter and gave the Anchor-
men a 29-0 lead at the half.
In the second half, from Joseph Gonzalez(Revere) ran 75 
yards for a TD and senior Stephen Caloggero (Medford) 
fought his way into end zone for 2 points to give St Clem-
ent a commanding 29-0 lead that they never relinquished.
The 2013 Division 6 Catholic Central League champions 
battled through their 2014 rebuilding season. The team 
looks forward to the next season and the future with a 
young and skilled crew of Anchormen to lead the team to 
another Catholic Central League title and championship.
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RE-RUNS EVERY WED. & THURS. AT 10:00AM & SAT. AT 4:00PM
Watch the latest newscast here:
Somerville Neighborhood News # 27
Nov. 18, 2014 – Attend the recent meeting about the Vinfen group home and another about Lowell Street speeding, find out how the city 
and restaurants are coping with the ban on expanded polystyrene containers, learn about a new food server job training program, find out 
how one Somerville agency is helping people sign up for health insurance and learn about some of the root causes that drive to risk their 
lives to flee Central America.. These stories and more on Somerville Neighborhood News #27.
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Krazy Kats Embroidery

Hats * TShirts * & More
http://www.krazykatsembroidery.com

Call today: (617)884- 1105

Quality used cars for sale in Somerville Boston Framingham Worcester, MA | Top Gear Motor Group | (617) 625-1122

Visit our new larger location located at 24 Joy Street in Somerville Beginning October 1st!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We specialize in auto finance. 
Our multiple finance sources and experience in financing is unparalleled

With an excellent credit history you can be    “Assured of the best rates in the market”

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT??? NO PROBLEM!!!
Call  (617) 625-1122 and tell them The Somerville News Weekly Sent You!

Bad things happen to good people and we understand that. Our special finance officers are 
well-equipped to make sure you drive away in a choice car. Call (617) 625-1122 or complete 

the form below and one of our expert finance managers will contact you right away!

SOMERVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS SCATV CH. 3 EVERY TUESDAY AT 7:00PM

Graffiti Damages Noticed in Somerville

Photo by Lance Barretto

By William Tauro
Graffiti vandals spray painted the side of the abandoned Circuit City building thats located at Assembly Square with slanderous graffiti that 
was noticed this past Saturday.

Even if you’re not a vodka drink-
er you’ll like this!

Smoky Quartz the smoothest vodka I ever had!
http://www.Smokyquartzdistillery.com
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We Want 
Your 

Business!
Advertise in the 

Somerville News Weekly with display ads at low price 
specials!

Check out our low print edition specials with prices at 
50% off!

And Get Posted in 
TheSomervilleNewsWeekly.com and BostonNewsGroup.

com News sites and their Facebook pages for FREE!
A bargain and be seen by

 thousands daily!

Only
$25 Per Week

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 
Vinny’s Superette

Stop in at Vinny’s Superette in Somerville and pick up your free copy of 
the Somerville News Weekly!
And while you’re there try some of the world’s best Italian food!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good people of Vinny’s Superette will prepare a nice 
fresh homemade Italian meal to satisfy your cravings within minutes!
Check them out at 76 Broadway, Somerville and tell them we sent you!

Visit: Skipmurrayphotography.com

http://www.skipmurrayphotography.com/2013/12/veterans-day-
2014-milk-row-cemetery.html?utm_source=BP_recent

MSBA Invites City of Somerville to 
Collaborate on Somerville High School 

Feasibility Study
City, District one step closer to addressing challenges of 142-year old high school
Somerville, MA – The Board of the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) 
voted to extend an invitation to the City of Somerville to collaborate on conducting a 
Feasibility 
Study for Somerville High School. The invitation puts Somerville one step closer to a 
long-term solution that would enable the City and the school district to address the chal-
lenges of an aging high school facility that serves more than 1,200 students each year. The 
original existing high school structure was built in 1872, with additions made in 1930 and 
1985.
“We are committed to working with Somerville officials to find the best alternative for 
Somerville High School,” said State Treasurer Steven Grossman, Chairman of the MSBA 
in a late November announcement of the MSBA Board’s vote to approve the SHS Feasibil-
ity Study. “This collaboration will develop a cost effective solution that ensures Somerville 
students can develop and flourish in a state-of-the-art, 21st century learning environ-
ment.”
While the Feasibility Study does not indicate approval of a specific project, the study al-
lows school district and City officials to work with the MSBA on an evaluation of Somer-
ville High School’s existing conditions, and potential solutions to address any deficiencies. 
The feasibility study would help determine whether renovating the current school or 
building a new school would yield the most educationally appropriate and cost-effective 
solution for the 142-year-old facility.
“We look forward to working with the MSBA on this Feasibility Study and a schematic 
design for a modern high school. We appreciate their support as we look for ways to 
ensure that we are most effectively meeting the educational needs of Somerville youth,” 
said Superintendent of Schools Tony Pierantozzi. “There’s no question that great teaching 
and learning takes place within the walls of Somerville High School, a treasured com-
munity icon. Somerville High students and teachers have achieved much success, and will 
continue to do so because of their commitment to educational excellence, and our com-
munity’s commitment to our youth. We are eager to work with the MSBA on exploring 
ways in which we might address the challenges of an aging facility, and provide Somerville 
with a state-of-the-art high school facility that will effectively serve Somerville youth for 
decades to come.”
“The first class education delivered by our teachers deserves a first class facility,” said 
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone. “Somerville needs a modern high school building that can 
accommodate our growing enrollment and allow our educators to adopt even more inno-
vative approaches. This study will help us determine how we can best create that modern 
building that, when matched with our teachers’ devotion and our modern, evidence-based 
educational approach, help our students reach their full potential, first academically and 
then as adults in the 21st century job market.”
A 2012 report by Maguire Group Inc. (MGI) identified the need for approximately $10 
million in high priority structural repairs alone at Somerville High School. Among the 
needed repairs cited by MGI in that report were replacement of aging windows, roofing, 
the building’s brick façade, and others. Additional needs identified within the building 
include addition of a modern heating, ventilation and air cooling (HVAC) system, up-
dated science labs, updated electrical and communication systems, and improved energy 
efficiency, among many other needs.
The original Somerville High School building, which is now the East Wing, was con-
structed in 1872. The central wing of the high school opened in 1895. In 1930, the West 
Wing was added to the Somerville High School footprint, and the Career, Vocational and 
Technical wing and Field House were added in 1985. No major changes or improvements 
have been made to the exterior of the high school in approximately 24 years. The most 
recent improvements to the now-394,132-square foot Somerville High School facility were 
rebuilding of the school’s auditorium and the cafeteria kitchen following extensive damage 
caused by Superstorm Sandy in 2012, which rendered the facilities unusable. Both facili-
ties recently reopened, two years after the damage was sustained.
The Feasibility Study is the second step in the MSBA’s school building construction and 
renovation grants program, and will determine whether Somerville High School contin-
ues to move forward for consideration in the MSBA’s capital projects program pipeline. 
The MSBA’s program for school building construction and renovation grants is a non-
entitlement competitive grant program. Grants are distributed by the MSBA’s Board of 
Directors based on need and urgency, as expressed by the District and validated by the 
MSBA. Since its inception in 2004, the MSBA has reimbursed more than $11 billion for 
school construction projects.

Two Upcoming Concerts at the 
Capuano School Somerville

Brown School Winter Concert
Tuesday, December 9, 2014
6:30-8:00pm
at the Capuano School, 150 Glen Street, Somerville
The Brown School Winter Concert will feature performances by the Kindergarten-grade 3 general 
music 
classes, grade 3-6 string students, grade 5-6 band students, Junior Chorus, and Senior Chorus. Stu-
dents will share what they have learned so far this year in their music classes.
Capuano Kindergarten Winter Concert
Friday, January 23, 2015
9:15-10:00am
at the Capuano School, 150 Glen Street, Somerville
The Capuano Kindergarten Winter Concert will celebrate the musical growth of students at 
the Capuano Early Childhood Center and will feature performances by all eight of the kindergarten 
classes.

City to fully redesign 
Somervillema.gov in 
partnership with Code for 
Boston
SOMERVILLE – This is no 
ordinary website overhaul. 
In the spirit of the open 
source movement, which 
makes code available for 
free to others, the 
City of Somerville is 
partnering with Code for 
Boston, the local volunteer 
branch of Code for Ameri-
ca, to work with vendors on 
a full, user-centered rede-
sign of SomervilleMA.gov 
that other cities will be able 
to borrow for free from—
and in turn improve on. 
Community members or 
others with web design and 
development skills are also 
being sought for the Somer-
ville Website Inspiration & 
Feedback Team (SWIFT).
“Providing top quality cus-
tomer service for our resi-
dents is our constant pur-
suit, and two of the guiding 
principles that allow us to 
do that while still spend-
ing less per capita than the 
majority of cities and towns 
in the Commonwealth are 

a focus on innovation and 
cost-efficiency. This project 
combines both by tapping 
into open source oppor-
tunities and engaging our 
community partners,” said 
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone.
The City will save on costs 
by coding the redesigned 
SomervilleMA.gov site in 
the free, open source con-
tent management system 
Drupal, which also has 
numerous prebuilt modules 
and widgets that provide 
various website functions 
and are also open source 
and free. Drupal is used 
by an increasing number 
of websites at all levels 
of government including 
WhiteHouse.gov, FEMA.
gov, Georgia.gov, and 
AustinTexas.gov. Last week, 
the City issued a request 
for proposals (RFPs) from 
vendors for pattern library 
and site templates (due Dec. 
9). Additional RFPs to be 
issued this month will seek 
vendors for content migra-
tion and site development, 
and for community en-
gagement and user testing. 
Code for Boston’s volunteer 

membership will serve as 
advisors and open source 
consultants for the project.
“Part of our mission is to 
help develop civic tech 
tools that address impor-
tant needs for our cities 
and their residents. A city’s 
website is one of the main 
entry points that citizens 
have into their local gov-
ernment, and it’s critical 
that the interface we create 
between resident and gov-
ernment is useful, usable, 
accessible, and increases 
meaningful civic interaction 
in a positive way,” said Code 
for Boston Brigade Captain 
Harlan Weber. “We’re look-
ing forward to helping the 
City of Somerville improve 
how they provide services 
and information to their 
residents, and helping them 
go open source.”
The SomervilleMA.gov 
redesign will employ and 
build upon the open source 
work and shared knowledge 
provided by other cities. In-
sights during development 
will also be gleaned from 
Code for America’s Digital 
Front Door project, aimed 

at creating more user-cen-
tered municipal websites. In 
turn, the City aims to make 
everything produced—from 
the design elements to the 
website code—available on 
Github.com for other cities 
to use. All elements will be 
responsive and Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
compliant.
“Many cities have similar 
needs for their websites, 
yet for the most part, we all 
have been facing the costs 
of redesigns individually, 
each time reinventing the 
wheel. Going open source 
means we can more eas-
ily collaborate and pool 
resources and thus more 
affordably stay up-to-date, 
which should make using 
our website easier to use for 
residents for the long haul,” 
said Denise Taylor, Direc-
tor of Communications and 
Community Engagement.
Submit a Vendor Proposal 
or Volunteer for SWIFT
Vendors who wish to 
submit proposals can find 
information at Somervil-
lema.gov/reboot/and should 
request to be added to the 

vendor list to have the re-
maining website RFPs and 
updates emailed to them 
directly. The deadline for 
the first of the several RFPs 
is Tuesday, Dec. 9. Ven-
dors with questions should 
contact Michael Richards at 
mrichards@somervillema.
gov.
SWIFT will meet once or 
twice monthly through 
2015 (depending on the 
phase of the project) to ad-
vise on the project and help 
facilitate the gathering of 
community input and feed-
back. Meetings will be both 
by Google Hangouts and 
in person. Please apply by 
emailing a brief statement 
of interest and your resume 
(or a link to your LinkedIn 
portfolio or online creden-
tials) to Denise Taylor at 
dtaylor@somervillema.gov 
by Thursday, December 11. 
Both community members 
and others with strong skills 
and enthusiasm for the 
project are sought for this 
team.

INNOVATIVE, OPEN-SOURCE CITY OF SOMERVILLE WEBSITE REDESIGN PROJECT 
SEEKS VENDORS & COMMUNITY ADVISORS
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The Somerville News Weekly on the Run 
at Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security

Stop in at Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security in 
Somerville and pick up your free copy of the Somer-
ville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville 
News Weekly for a few relaxing minutes the good 
people of Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security 
will give you the very best low price on Automatic 
Car Starters, Alarms, Sterio and Speakers for your 
vehicle with a free price quote within minutes!

Check them out at 234 Monsignor O’Brien Hwy 
on the Cambridge/Somerville line and tell them we 
sent you!
(617)876-3200

Find The 
Somerville 

News Weekly
 at Patsy’s
 Pastry!

Somerville News Weekly 
Strongly Supports

 Somerville Pop Warner

BE A PART OF SOMETHING BIG! ASK US HOW TO 
JOIN 

“The Somerville Lions Club”
Please come join us as we cruise through communities to make a difference!
We are on a mission and our goals are Eye research, finding a cure to Blindness, Diabe-
tes and educate people to prevent overdose addiction!
Contact:The Somerville Lions Club, Billy Tauro, President
PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143| Phone: (617)293-2016| Fax: (978)851-8809|
Email: Somervillelionsclub@yahoo.com
Please visit our web site: Somervillelionsclub.com
We meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:15pm at the Mount Vernon 
Restaurant located at 14 Broadway in Somerville.
Lions Clubs – Ready to Help, Worldwide
Whenever a Lions club gets together, problems get smaller. And communities get bet-
ter. That’s because we help where help is needed – in our own communities and around 
the world – with unmatched integrity and energy. Please come to join us!

The Somerville News 
Weekly 

Now has a “Drive-th-
ru” on the Run at

 Winter Hill Bakery

When you’re on the run and need 
a Somerville News Weekly simply 
drive into the heart of Broadway 
at Winter Hill Bakery thats located 
next to the Winter Hill Post Office 
at 318 Broadway, Somerville and 
simply ask for your “Somerville 
News Weekly Print Edition News-
paper” with a friendly smile!

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run at 

The Mt
 Vernon Restaurant

Stop in at the Mt Vernon Restaurant in Somer-
ville and pick up your free copy of the Somer-
ville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back 
reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing 
minutes the good people of the 
Mt Vernon Restaurant will give you the very 
best meal at reasonable prices! Also try out one 
their roast beef sandwiches at the bar you’ll 
love it!
Check them out at 14 Broadway in Somerville 
and tell them we sent you!
Check out more Somerville News Weekly loca-

tions on page 2

West 7 Bistro
1137 Broadway
Somerville Ma.
617-776-2800

You’ve only got a few more days to get yourself onto the “nice list”: Santa will be visiting Somerville Thursday, Dec. 4 as part of the annual 
Christmas Tree lighting at City Hall. Festivities will start at 5:30 p.m. with music by the Somerville High School Band and Orchestra, the 
Somerville Community Chorus, and El Sistema Somerville. After the tree lighting, Santa will be available for photos, to hear wish lists, and to 
hand out gifts to children at the tree lighting.

SOMERVILLE – Somerville’s popular and festive holiday celebrations will return in December 2014, including the annual Christmas Tree 
lighting at City Hall on Thursday, Dec. 4, and the Somerville Arts Council’s Illuminations Tours on Saturday, Dec. 13. Mayor Curtatone and 
other City officials will also participate in a ceremonial Menorah lighting on the evening of Tuesday, Dec. 16, in honor of the first day of Ha-
nukkah.

The tree lighting ceremony will take start at 5:30 p.m. on Dec. 4 on the City Hall Concourse, followed by a meet and greet with Santa Claus in 
the Somerville High School Highlander Café (atrium entrance). Santa Claus will be escorted by the Somerville Fire Department for the cer-
emony and will be available for photos following the tree lighting. All children attending the ceremony will also receive a gift from Santa. Live 
entertainment for the event will feature: the Somerville High School Band and Orchestra; the Somerville Community Chorus; and El Sistema 
Somerville. Refreshments will be served at SHS.

On Saturday, Dec. 13, residents and visitors are invited to the Somerville Arts Council’s Illuminations beginning at 4:30 p.m. The popular 
tour takes attendees aboard trolleys across the City to discover some of the most brightly decorated homes throughout the City for the holi-
day season. Tours depart from the City Hall Concourse every 45 minutes. Refreshments, choral music and craft activities will be available 
inside City Hall. Residents interested in having their homes featured on the tour should contact the Somerville Arts Council at 617-625-6600 
ext 2985 by Wed., Dec. 3.

Trolley Tour tickets will be available at the Blue Cloud Gallery, 713 Broadway, beginning Sunday, Nov. 30. Tickets are $10.00 for adults and 
$5.00 for children and seniors. For more information, visit http://www.somervilleartscouncil.org.
For more information on the City’s holiday events, please contact Nancy Aylward at 617-625-6600 ext. 2100.

HOLIDAY EVENTS SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED FOR 2014 IN SOMERVILLE
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The Somerville News Weekly Shopping List

We Want Your 
Business!

Advertise in the Somerville 
News Weekly with display ads 

at low price specials!
Check out our low print edi-

tion specials with prices at 
50% off!

And Get Posted in 
TheSomervilleNewsWeekly.
com and BostonNewsGroup.

com News sites and their Face-
book pages for FREE!

A bargain and be seen by
 thousands daily!

Only
$25 Per Week

Now get 50% off these low 
prices with this coupon

Contact Bill Tauro
Somervillenewsweekly@ya-

hoo.com or call (617)293-2016

Let Us Get The Message 
Out For You With 

The Somerville News 
Weekly 

The Power of News!

The Somerville News 
Weekly Now has a 

“Drive-thru” on the 
Run

When you’re on the run 
and need a Somerville 

News Weekly simply drive 
down to the Broadway Su-
noco Auto Service Center 
thats located at 258 Broad-
way in Somerville across 
the street from Foss Park 
and simply ask for your 

“Somerville News Weekly 
Print Edition Newspaper” 

with a friendly smile!
And don’t forget to get 
you vehicle “Inspection 
Sticker!”
While you’re sitting back 
reading your Somerville 
News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good 
people of Broadway Suno-
co will inspect your vehicle 
and have you on your way 
within minutes!
“We Have an App for that!”

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run
Locations Around The City To Pickup Your Somerville News Weekly When You Want One!

The Somerville News 
Weekly Now on the Run

When you’re on the run and 
need a Somerville News 

Weekly simply drive down to 
Jerry’s Liquor thats located at 
329 Somerville Ave and sim-
ply ask for your “Somerville 
News Weekly Print Edition 
Newspaper” with a friendly 

smile!
And don’t forget to check out 

The Somerville 
News Weekly on 
the Run at Patsy’s 

Pastry

Stop in at Patsy’s 
Pastry in Somerville 
and pick up your free 
copy of the Somerville 

News Weekly!
And while you’re there 
try some of the world’s 
best Italian pastry!
While you’re sitting 
back reading your 
Somerville News 
Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the 
good people of Patsy’s 
Pastry will satisfy your 
sweet tooth cravings 
within minutes!
Check them out at 182 
Broadway in Somer-
ville and tell them we 
sent you

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Pat’s Auto Body/Tech Auto Body

Stop in at Pat’s Auto Body/Tech Auto Body 

in Somerville and pick up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!

And while you’re there have them check your 
brakes and entire vehicle!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somer-
ville News Weekly for a few relaxing minutes 
the good people of Pat’s Auto Body and Me-
chanical will check your vehicle out and give 
you a free price quote within minutes!
Check them out at their new location 9 Union 
Square in Somerville!
Call at (617)628-7500 and tell them we sent 
you! New Address-9 Union SQ Somerville

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run at 

John’s Auto Sales

Stop in at John’s Auto Sales in 
Somerville and pick up your 
free copy of the Somerville 
News Weekly!
And while you’re there check 
out their wide selection of pre-
owned vehicles!
Financing available and Pre-
Approval” often only in 15 
minutes and as always it’s free!
Check them out at 181 Somer-
ville Ave in Somerville!
Call John’s at (617)628-5511 

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run at 
Wedgewood, Crane & 
Connolly Insurance

Stop in at Wedgewood, 
Crane & Connolly Ins
in Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back 
reading your Somerville 
News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good 
people of Wedgewood, 
Crane & Connolly Ins will 
give you the very best rate 
on your insurance with a free 
price quote within minutes!

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run 
at Nissenbaums Used 
Auto Parts Recyclers

Stop in at Nissen-
baums Used Auto 
Parts Recyclers in 
Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of 
the Somerville News 
Weekly!
While you’re there 
the good people of 
Nissenbaums Used 
Auto Parts Recyclers 
will give you the very 
best low price on any 
parts that you may need 
for your vehicle with a 
free price quote within 

More locations where
 you can pick up 

The Somerville News 
Weekly 

around the city on 
page 2

Somerville News Weekly can be found 
at Somerville City Hall,

Library and
Traffic & Parking

15 Somerville agencies 
collaborate on annual 
day of giving
Giving Tuesday Somer-
ville: Give Local launch-
es!
The Somerville non-
profit community has 
embarked upon a new 
journey of collaborative 
fundraising – Giving 
Tuesday Somerville: 
Give Local. This 
holiday season, 15 
nonprofit organizations 
are joining forces to 
collaborate on a first-
annual joint fundrais-

ing effort as part of the 
international Giving 
Tuesday program. Giv-
ing Tuesday is an annual 
global day of giving that 
helps to raise funds and 
awareness for important 
causes everywhere. In 
our community, Giv-
ing Tuesday will be the 
21st Century version of 
a telethon. Hosted on 
SCATV on December 
2nd, this telethon deliv-
ers an exciting program 
of live entertainment, 
panel discussions, public 
service announcements, 
and local celebrities, 
helping us to raise 
$50,000 for the non-
profit community in 
Somerville.
“The complexity of the 
problems facing our 
city calls for greater 
coordination and col-
laboration among all of 
us – our Giving Tues-
day Telethon is just one 

example among many of 
Somerville’s non-profits 
working together for the 
collective good of our 
city’s children and fami-
lies,” stated David Gibbs, 
Executive Director of 
the Community Action 
Agency of Somerville.
Participating organiza-
tions include:
CORES, Inc
Community Action 
Agency of Somerville
Family Equality Council
Groundwork Somerville
Massachusetts Alliance 
of Portuguese Speakers 
Mystic Learning Center
Respond, Inc.
Second Chances
St. Patrick’s Shelter
Somerville Cambridge 
Elder Services
Somerville Commu-
nity Access Television 
(SCATV) Somerville 
Community Corpora-
tion
Somerville Homeless 

Coalition
Somerville Local First
The Welcome Project
Mark Alston-Follansbee, 
Executive Director of 
the Somerville Home-
less Coalition, has been 
working on this project 
since its inception in 
early 2014. “After Black 
Friday and Tech Mon-
day, Giving Tuesday 
is an opportunity for 
everyone to focus on 
giving to nonprofit or-
ganizations around the 
world. Here in Somer-
ville, agencies are using 
this day to collaborate 
and tell the story of our 
community; we hope 
you’ll tune in and sup-
port us in any way that 
works for you.”
Giving Tuesday Somer-
ville takes place on 
December 2nd, 2014. 
Giving takes place from 
12:01am-11:59pm on-
line, while the telethon 
is hosted from 6-9pm on 

SCATV. Give a little more 
this season. #GiveMore-
Somerville
For more information 
on this effort, visit http://
www.3gracesproductions.
com/givingtuesday. 
To become an event 
sponsor, please email 
jen@3gracesproductions.
com.
Giving Tuesday Somerville 
is a collaborative fundrais-
ing initiative of: Community 
Action Agency of Somerville; 
CORES, Inc; Family Equal-
ity Council; Groundwork 
Somerville; Massachusetts 
Alliance of Portuguese 
Speakers; Mystic Learning 
Center; Respond, Inc; Second 
Chances; St. Patrick’s Shelter;
Somerville Cambridge Elder 
Services; Somerville Com-
munity Access Television; 
Somerville Community 
Corporation; Somerville 
Homeless Coalition; 
Somerville Local First; The 
Welcome Project. http://
www.3gracesproductions.
com/givingtuesday

Giving Tuesday Somerville Telethon at SCATV
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Reality Bites a ‘Villen by James A. Norton

In this world gone mad, 
we won’t spank the mon-
key – the monkey will 
spank us.
I’ve been on this mission 
over the year – to go back 
and re-read all of my rant 
columns over the years. It’s 
for this collection that may 
or may not be included in 
a series of short stories I 
recently agreed to write. 
As I look back at them, I 
realized just how many of 
them there are – and how 
all over the place I was 
with topics ranging from 
my kids, to my work, to 
my family and on through 
to my supposed chemical 
imbalance/bi-polar disor-
der period.
It’s hard to figure out if 

it was really me that was 
all over the place when I 
wrote topically or if my life 
itself was just that messed 
up. I do know that because 
of the type of environ-
ment I was brought up 
in and was surrounded 
on all sides by over the 
years, I was led to believe 
that I had serious psycho-
logical issues, that I was 
an alcoholic, a drug use/
abuser and someone who 
was prone to making very 
poor life decisions. Truth 
is, none of that was true, 
not even close – and the 
only really poor life deci-
sion I ever made was the 
one that kept me in that 
environment for so long.
I really don’t take that 
much time out of my life 
these days to point fingers 
at anyone and say “he 
did this to me” or “ they 
were awful at this” or even 
“those are all lies” because 
quite frankly, at the end 
of the day, I don’t have the 
time or the energy any-
more to play those silly 
games. I own the choices 
I have made in life, good 
or bad – and I am proud 

of that. It speaks to who 
I am at my core – I truly 
believe that you should 
treat others how you wish 
to be treated and that if 
you do something that is 
even a little bit outside the 
lines, you should at the 
very least be prepared to 
deal with whatever conse-
quences may come your 
way, should it backfire on 
you.
You can believe that it’s 
karma or kismet. You can 
attribute it to destiny or 
fate. You can even go as 
far as to live your life in 
a manner which brings 
about a series of seren-
dipitous conclusions to 
life events. All I know is 
that I live my life with a 
very simple and honest 
outlook, and maybe that’s 
because my best friend is 
my soulmate and the love 
of my life and I just want 
to grow old with her, but I 
will take it, because there’s 
nothing like being happy 
and being loved uncondi-
tionally.
It puts life into perspective 
and I highly recommend it 
to everyone. #GMK

City, Partners Healthcare, Federal RealtyInvestment Trust Hosted 
Groundbreaking at Assembly Row This past Monday

Continued from front page                                

The event took place this past  Monday afternoon , December. 1st at the Boston Partners HealthCare. site that’s located at Revolution Drive in Somerville.

The groundbreaking was on the latest phase of development at Assembly Row. When its complete, the newest Partners offices in Somerville are expected to bring more than 
4,500 employees to the site, located within Assembly Square in Somerville, with retail and restaurant space included in the building’s ground floor.

Report reveals non-hazard-
ous leaks costing ratepayers 
money,
adding to greenhouse gas 
emissions and damaging City 
trees
SOMERVILLE – A report by 
a local non-profit on non-
hazardous natural gas leaks 
in Somerville and Cambridge 
has highlighted the need for 
the City and utility compa-
nies to undertake a 
coordinated effort to address 
the leaks, which while not 
presenting a safety hazard 
or explosion risk do cost 
ratepayers $1.5 million an-
nually in lost gas, contribute 
to greenhouse gas emissions, 
affect air quality and damage 
City trees, further costing 
taxpayers more.
While utilities follow in-
tensive safety guidelines 
to minimize the chance of 
potential natural gas explo-
sions usually connected to 

the buildup of gas from leaks 
in enclosed spaces, the report 
by Home Energy Efficiency 
Team (HEET) measured 
outdoor leaks, which are 
classified as non-hazardous 
in terms of explosion risk.
The City plans to address the 
issue detailed in the report 
Home Energy Efficiency 
Team (HEET), a Cambridge 
non-profit, by requesting 
updated leak maps every six 
months that utility compa-
nies must now submit to the 
state Department of Public 
Utilities, as required by a bill 
signed by Gov. Deval Patrick 
in June 2014 to speed the 
repair of an estimated more 
than 20,000 non-hazardous 
natural gas leaks in the Com-
monwealth. Using that infor-
mation and through meet-
ings with NStar and National 
Grid, the City will plan to 
add non-hazardous gas leaks 
as one of the criteria used 

in prioritizing street recon-
struction through the City’s 
Neighborhood Street Re-
construction Program. The 
City will also test tree pits for 
methane before planting new 
trees and ask the utility com-
panies to commit to fund-
ing for replacement of trees 
damaged by non-hazardous 
methane leaks in the soil.
“I commend HEET for tak-
ing the time to map non-
hazardous natural gas leaks 
in our community and draw 
more attention to this issue, 
which harms our personal 
health, the environment and 
our wallets,” said Mayor Jo-
seph A. Curtatone. “I’m also 
grateful that Gov. Patrick 
signed a law advocated for by 
Mark McDonald, president 
of the New England Gas 
Workers Association, that 
gives cities and towns access 
to the same leak informa-
tion held by that the utility 

companies so that we may 
better track their progress in 
addressing non-hazardous 
leaks across our city. While 
utility companies are re-
quired by law to immedi-
ately address leaks deemed 
a safety hazard, we must 
coordinate our efforts to ad-
dress non-hazardous leaks, 
and this new legislation and 
HEET’s report empower us 
to tackle the issue.”
“Because natural gas is a po-
tent greenhouse gas, Somer-
ville’s natural gas leaks not 
only waste $100 per year for 
each household that uses gas, 
it also contributes signifi-
cantly to the emissions that 
accelerate climate change,” 
said HEET President Audrey 
Schulman.
HEET hired a natural gas 
professional to drive down 
every street in Somerville 
with a high precision meth-
ane analyzer between June 

11 and August 13, captur-
ing the parts per million of 
atmospheric methane and 
GPS location. Spot checks 
were performed where non-
hazardous natural gas leaks 
were suspected of suffocat-
ing city trees, with a probe 
placed in the soil to measure 
methane levels near tree 
roots. The results in HEET’s 
Squeaky Leaks report found 
an average of 5.2 non-haz-
ardous leaks per linear mile 
of road in Somerville. Using 
those measurements, HEET 
estimated that more than 
$1.5 million of Somerville 
ratepayers’ money may be 
wasted each year due to non-
hazardous natural gas leaks. 
Also, an estimated 75 to 125 
Somerville city trees have 
been damaged or killed by 
methane leaks in the soil.

CITY PLANS TO WORK WITH UTILITY COMPANIES
 IN ADDRESSING NON-HAZARDOUS GAS LEAKS

Proceeds from the event will Benefit Project Soup: New England’s first free supper program, opened in 1969.
Several years ago, Somerville Homeless Coalition agreed to provide a home for this long-standing community program, recognizing its work 
to combat hunger was integral to our mission. Project Soup serves nearly 70 people a day. Its community supper program offers meals several 
times a week at different Somerville churches.

It also operates food pantries in three city locations; a meal-delivery service for the elderly, disabled, and those living with AIDS; a dollar-a-bag 
program of fresh fruits and vegetables; and nutrition classes and outreach.

Somerville Track PAC: Provides college scholarships for Somerville High School students. This volunteer organization is made up of teachers, 
city officials, Track Team members, families, and coaches.

Photos From Thursday’s Somerville 2014 Marathon Sports
 Gobble Gobble Gobble 4 Miler Road Race Continued from front page

Photos by Rosalee Zammuto
By William Tauro
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Banking on the go is

EASY
Bank on your smartphone 24/7 at Winter Hill Bank.
Our Mobile Banking is fast, secure, and very easy!

Use your phone to check it out right now!
 

 • Find ATMs • Transfer Funds
 • Pay Bills • Check Rates
 • Check Balances • Manage Your Finances

617-666-8600 | 1-800-444-4300 | winterhillbank.com

A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906
Member
FDIC

Equal Housing 
Lender 
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